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PROCEEDINGS ON 20 OCTOBER 2025   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  good morning,  Ms Sel lo .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Good morning,  Chai r .   Chai r ,  the publ ic  

hear ings in to the mat ters of  the Commission resume today,  

but  before the next  wi tness is  presented,  i t  is  necessary  

that  we p lace some facts on record and make cer ta in 

c la r i f icat ions.   On day 13 of  th is  Commission,  on the 16 t h  o f  

October,  the Chai r  issued a ru l ing permi t t ing  cer ta in  

evidence to be heard in  camera .   The mat ter  was argued 

before the Commissioners and the  basis for  that ,  I  th ink,  10 

was fu l l y  a r t icu lated dur ing the course of  the hear ing and i t  

is  not  necessary to  re i terate.    

 By means of  background,  perhaps i t  is  necessary to  

ind icate that  we envisage three types of  “ in  camera ”  

hear ings.   The f i rs t  would be the common and understood 

one,  where no publ ic  par t i c ipat ion is  permi t ted dur ing the  

del ivery of  test imony by a wi tness.   In  that  instance,  both  

the test imony,  the ident i ty  of  the wi tness,  are kept  whol ly  

secret  unt i l  determined otherwise by  the Commissioners,  so  

that  is  the f i rs t  ca tegory.    20 

 The second is  the  other  two are in t roduced in  a b id  

to  comply wi th the requi rement  that  the Commission be in  

publ ic  as much as i t  is  feasib le under the c i rcumstances.   

To that  extent ,  we envisage tha t  in  cer ta in instances,  

a l though we wi l l  be s i t t ing in  the audi tor ium and the  wi tness 
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is  heard,  h is  or  her  vo ice wi l l  probably be d isto r ted and the  

ident i ty  wi l l  not  be d isc losed,  but  the del ivery  of  the  

test imony as i t  is  received by the Commissioners  wi l l  be 

heard contemporaneously wi th what  the publ ic  hears.   Once 

again,  that  i s  in  a b id to  protect  the ident i t y ,  the  safety of  

the wi tness.    

 The th i rd category is  one that  we f ind ourselves in  

today,  which is  where the wi tnesses appreciate that  the i r  

ident i t ies may be known in cer ta in  quarters,  and they know 

that  the i r  ident i t ies are known in cer ta in  quarters.   They are  10 

current ly  l i v ing in  safe houses,  and th is  fo l lows a r i sk  

assessment  report  that  ind icated that  they may no longer 

l ive  in  the i r  homes because of  the r isk associated wi th the i r  

jobs in  regard to cer ta in invest igat ions,  and i t  is  safest  for  

them to be put  up  in  safe houses.    

 So they do not  have a chal lenge wi th the fact  that  

the reasons that  they are in  safe houses is  because there is  

an ident i f ied th reat  f rom cer ta in quarters.   The ident i f icat ion 

of  that  threat  f rom cer ta in quarters does d ictate that  f rom 

those quarters or  wi th in those quarters,  the i r  ident i t ies are 20 

known.   They would l i ke to  present  the i r  test imony to the 

Commission in  publ ic ,  hence thei r  test imony wi l l  be beamed 

in to the audi tor ium and car r ied by the TV networks and 

radios.    

 What  they ask for  is  that  they be permi t ted not  to  
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present  themselves physica l ly ,  one,  and secondly,  that  the i r  

image is  not  broadcast ,  the i r  respect  image is  not  

broadcast .   They have l i ved in  safe houses fo r  extended 

per iods,  and thei r  safety in  those houses is  supported in  

par t  by thei r  anonymity wi th in the communi t ies that  they 

current ly  l i ve.  

 I f  the i r  faces are broadcast ,  then that  anonymity i s  

lost ,  not  only for  cont inued l i v ing wi th in the i r  speci f ic  

communi t ies where the safe houses are,  but  they wi l l  never  

be able to  l ive comfor tably in  any other  communi ty  and t ry  10 

to in tegrate and l ive as normal  a l i fe  as possib le.   I t  is  on  

that  basis that  they request  that  the i r  images not  be 

publ ished and therefore not  be pro jected on screen.    

 Thei r  vo ices,  however,  wi l l  remain normal ,  they wi l l  

not  be d istor ted.   Thei r  names wi l l ,  for  the moment ,  be  

wi thheld.   They w i l l  be d isc losed in  the fu l lness of  t ime.   We 

refer  to  them, there  are three of  them, as Wi tness A ,  

Wi tness B ,  and Wi tness C.   I t  is  accepted that  those who 

know thei r  vo ices wi l l  immediate ly  ident i fy  them and know 

who they are.   They bel ieve that  that  is  a r isk that  they have 20 

ways of  mi t igat ing and they can l ive wi th the r i sk.   I t  is  the i r  

images that  they would seek to be protected.    

 So,  we appear before you here  in  terms of  the 

ru l ing you made on the 16 t h  o f  October 2025,  wi th  a s l ight  

amendment ,  that  in  a b id to  be  as  t ransparent  as  the 
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Commission can potent ia l ly  be,  to  share the test imony of  i ts  

wi tnesses wi th the publ ic ,  that  we be permi t ted to run the  

test imonies of  these wi tnesses in  th is  audi to r ium wi th the i r  

vo ices heard,  not  d is tor ted,  but  the i r  images not  pro jected.   

We d id consider  whether  or  not  th is  mode would be 

pre judic ia l  to  the purpose and the terms of  the Commission,  

and we conclude i t  is  not  because thei r  ident i t ies are  

i r re levant .    

 What  is  re levant  for  purposes of  publ ic  in te rest  i s  

the content  of  the i r  test imony,  and that  wi l l  be heard  in  fu l l .   10 

Any documents that  must  be pro jected on screen or  that  

would have been pro jected on screen dur ing the evidence of  

any wi tness wi l l  cont inue to be pro jected today.   So,  to  the 

extent  that  i t  is  necessary,  the pro ject ions wi l l  be made on 

the screen,  become immediate ly avai lab le.    

 When the wi tness,  each wi tness has f ina l i sed thei r  

test imony,  both thei r  s tatement  and the t ranscr ip t  in  re lat ion 

to the i r  test imony wi l l  become immediate ly avai lab le wi th 

the necessary reduct ion to wi thho ld thei r  names.   To the 

extent  that  i t  may be thought  that  that  would be pre judic ia l  20 

in  any manner,  we do not  support  that  content ion because 

those watching on nat ional  TV and hear ing the test imony 

are no more a benef ic ia l  posi t ion  than those l i s tening on 

radio.    

 I f  those l i s tening  on radio are not  pre judiced by not  
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seeing the speaker,  and therefore able to  ident i fy  the 

features of  the w i tness,  then we submit  that  even hear ing 

thei r  vo ices and thei r  test imony on TV a lone wi thout  image 

wi l l  not  pre judice the nat ion and wi l l  not  undermine the 

approach that  th is  Commission  has adopted to publ ic  

hear ings.   On that  basis,  Chai r ,  we would request  that  the  

next  three wi tnesses,  Wi tness A,  Wi tness B,  and Wi tness C,  

be accommodated in  the fashion I  have set  out .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Ms Sel lo .   A ru l ing has 

a l ready been made,  but  you have said that  you are asking 10 

for  an amendment .    

ADV SELLO SC :    To the extent  necessary.  

CHAIRPERSON :    May I  ask you to ar t icu late that  

amendment  in  the  form of  a ru l ing?   

ADV SELLO SC :    We could put  that  together ,  Chai r .   I  

thought  of  an amendment  because the current  ru l ing speaks 

to in  camera ,  and we are not  in  camera  in  the t ruest  sense 

of  the word,  because here we are in  publ ic ,  where  the 

test imony wi l l  be heard by the publ ic  as i t  is  del i vered.   So 

that  is  why we say to the extent  that  i t  is  necessary to  20 

amend that  ru l ing,  then we would request  that  i t  be so 

amended to accommodate th is  cur rent  format  where the  

wi tness 's vo ice is  heard in  the audi tor ium in the absence of  

the wi tness who is  test i fy ing f rom a remote locat ion,  but  

wi thout  the i r  vo ice d isto r ted.  
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CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Ms Sel lo .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    The ru l ing then is  that  the ru l ing  made 

last  week is  amended such that  today 's hear ings,  not  only 

today's,  in  fact  the test imony of  Wi tnesses A,  B,  and C,  wi l l  

be heard in  th is  open session subject  to  the i r  faces not  

being seen,  and a lso they wi l l  be test i fy ing remote ly.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r ,  that  is  cor rect .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Chai r?   10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Wi th the i r  names not  being d isc losed at  

th is  stage.  

ADV SELLO SC :    A t  th is  stage.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Thank you for  the 

ru l ing,  Chai r .   We are c lar i f ied.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV SELLO SC :    We are ready to lead Wi tness A ,  i f  the 

Commissioners are ready.   And Witness A wi l l  soon,  h is  

vo ice wi l l  soon be beamed in to the room and he wi l l  be led  20 

by Adv Lee Segeels -Ncube.   Ready when you are,  Chai r .   

Thanks,  Lee.  

CHAIRPERSON :    We are ready when you are.   Thank you,  

Ms Sel lo .   We are  ready when you are,  Ms Segeels-Ncube.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Thank you,  
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Commissioners.   Chai r ,  the  wi tness is  Wi tness A and we 

have spoken to the wi tness.   He wi l l  take the oath.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Wi tness A,  can you hear us?   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  good morning,  Commissioner.   I  can 

hear you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning to  you too.   Wi l l  you af f i rm 

or  take the oath?   

WITNESS A :    I  w i l l  take the oath,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Do you swear that  the evidence you are 

going to g ive wi l l  be  the t ruth,  the  whole t ruth and noth ing 10 

but  the t ruth?  I f  so,  p lease ra ise your r ight  hand and say,  

so help me God.    

WITNESS A :    So help me God.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

WITNESS A :    (Duly sworn states)  

EXAMINATION BY ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  

Chai r .   Wi tness A,  there should be two bundles that  you 

have wi th you.   The f i rs t  is  a smal ler  bundle f rom page 1 to 

57.   Do you have that  bundle wi th you?   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioner,  I  have i t .    20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  a minute.   Is  i t  not  possib le to  up the 

volume a b i t ,  p lease?   

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  we are  t ry ing to arrange for  that ,  

Chai r .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Wi tness A,  can you just  speak 
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again?  Can you conf i rm that  you have the bundle wi th you?   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioner,  I  do have the bundle  

wi th me.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you.   Chai rperson,  I  

want  to  suggest  that  that  bundle be bundle WA for  Wi tness 

A.   And then the second bundle  that  you have wi th you 

should be 455 pages long.   Do you have that?   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  cor rect .   I  a lso have that  one as wel l .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you.   Chai rperson,  i f  

that  bundle can be an exhib i t ,  submi t ted as an exhib i t ,  10 

which is  the Kat iso  Molefe  Bai l  Exhib i t  and i t  is  EXHIBIT  

CJC4.   Thank you.   Wi tness A,  can we go back to the f i rs t  

bundle,  which is  WA?  Wi tness A,  can you conf i rm on page 

41 that  that  is  your  s ignature that  appears there?   

WITNESS A :    Correct ,  Commissioner.   I t  is  my s ignature  

that  is  appear ing on page 41.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Do you conf i rm that  th is  i s  a 

statement  that  you prepared fo r  purposes of  your  ev idence 

that  you wi l l  be g iv ing before the Commission today?   

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner,  I  do conf i rm.  20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Wi tness A,  can you then go to 

page 1 of  the WA bundle,  which  is  page 1 of  your  

statement?  Can I  ask  you to conf i rm that  paragraphs 1 and 

3 are correct  insofar  as i t  ident i f ies you and your  career  

wi th in the South Af r ican Pol ice Serv ice?   



    20 OCTOBER 2025 – DAY 14 
 

Page 9  o f  169  

 

 

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioner,  they are cor rect .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Now,  you say in  paragraph 2  

of  your  statement  that  the statement  i s  p repared for  

purposes of  deal ing wi th your ev idence re lat ing to  events 

that  t ranspi red dur ing 2024 and th is  year ,  wh ich  are  

re levant  to  the media br ie f ing made by Lt -Gen Mkhwanazi  

on the 6 t h  o f  Ju ly  2025.   Can you,  for  the benef i t  o f  the 

Commission,  te l l  us  what  i t  is  that  your  ro le was insofar  as  

the South Af r ican Pol ice Serv ice,  what  do you do w i th in the 

Pol ice Serv ice?   10 

WITNESS A :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   I  wi l l  s ta r t  by 

saying that  I  am an invest igator  wi th in the SAPS,  and I  am 

current ly  based a t  Organised Cr ime,  which is  the un i t  that  is  

mandated to invest igate cr imes tha t  are understood to be of  

a  cer ta in nature,  in  the sense that  they are sophist icated 

and they need a  cer ta in approach in  a way that  they are  

being commit ted by syndicate,  the organised groups.   Thank 

you,  Commissioner.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you.   You a lso  say in  

paragraph 5 of  your  statement  where you deal  wi th  what  you 20 

refer  to  as the Swart  murder invest igat ion,  that  you are one 

of  the invest igators in  that  case.   Can you br ie f ly  te l l  the 

Commission what  the Swart  murder is?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ms Segeels ,  perhaps we should p lace 

paragraph 3 on record.   Remember,  I  know what  you are 
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do ing,  the statement  wi l l  be handed in ,  but  we do have a 

t ranscr ip t  and I  th ink we should t ry  as best  as  possib le to  

put  as much in format ion in  the t ranscr ip t  as is  safe to  do.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   

Thank you,  Commissioner.   I  d id  ask the wi tness to conf i rm 

the accuracy of  paragraph 3 for  now insofar  as i t  re la tes to 

h is  career .   Do you just  want  me to br ie f l y  say that  i t  does 

deal  wi th  h is  career  wi th in the pol ice serv ice?   

CHAIRPERSON :    In  that  case,  I  have a quest ion that  

re lates to paragraph 3.   The wi tness says that  he was 10 

at tached to a sta t ion and thereaf ter  the Tr io  Task Team in 

Soweto.   What  exact ly  does the Tr io  refer  to?   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Wi tness A,  d id you hear the  

quest ion f rom the Chai r?   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  I  got  the quest ion f rom the Chai r ,  

Commissioner.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Can you answer the quest ion?   

WITNESS A :    The Tr io  Task Team is  the team that  i s  

formed to work on the speci f ic  cases that  are c lassi f ied as  

h i jackings,  house robber ies around the area.  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.   Perhaps,  Wi tness A,  just  read the 

whole of  paragraph 3 in to the record.    

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioner :  

“ I  s tar ted my career  in  the SAPS in 

Ju ly 2008 at  the Basic Tra in ing  
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Col lege.   Before that ,  I  was a reserv is t .   

A f ter  co l lege,  I  was at tached to a  

stat ion and thereaf ter ,  I  jo ined the  Tr io  

Task Team in Soweto,  which is  a  

specia l ised uni t  focused on combat ing 

h i jackings,  res ident ia l  and business 

robber ies.   I  remained in  the Tr io  Team 

unt i l  2021.   In  la te 2021,  I  jo ined 

Gauteng Organised Cr ime . ”   

Which is  the uni t  that  I  am current ly  in ,  Commissioner s.    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    And then the next  paragraph,  paragraph 

4,  you say your  SAPS96 wi l l  be  made avai lab le  to  the 

Commission i f  necessary.   What  is  the SAPS96?   

WITNESS A :    The SAPS96 is  a document ,  Commissioner,  

that  ment ions what  I  have just  sa id above.   I t  ment ions a l l  

the steps that  I  have gone th rough s ince I  have star ted in  

the pol ice and the courses tha t  I  have at tended and 

everyth ing.    

CHAIRPERSON :    So,  i t  is  an in ternal  SAPS document  that  

approximates what  one could ca l l  a  resume or  a CV ,  or  not?  20 

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner s.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Wi tness A,  

we are now at  paragraph 5 of  your  statement  where you 

deal  wi th  the Swart  murder invest igat ion,  and you say that  

you were one of  the invest igat ing o f f icers.   I  had asked you 
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to  just  b r ie f l y  te l l  us what  the Swart  murder was before we 

deal  wi th  your ro le as an invest igator .  

WITNESS A :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   The Swart  

murder  is  refer red,  as i t  i s  referred,  i t  i s  the murder that  

occur red in  Vereenig ing  area on the 17 t h  o f  Apr i l  2024.   In  

br ie f ,  th is  is  the case that  occur red in  the morning  of  the 

date that  I  have just  ment ioned,  the  17 t h ,  where an 

ind iv idual  was shot  and k i l led at  Vereenig ing  and then the  

case was then g iven to us as a uni t  to  invest igate.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay.   You then ment ioned 10 

that  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  sor ry.   The ind iv idual  being?  The 

ind iv idual 's  name?   

WITNESS A :    The ind iv idual 's  name is  Mr Armand Swart .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   You then 

deal  in  that  paragraph st i l l  on paragraph 5,  but  on the next  

page you refer  to  many cr ime scenes re lated to th is  murder.   

Before we deal  wi th  the deta i l s  of  the scenes,  could  you just  

l is t  the scenes and expla in to  us why there are four  scenes 

that  you reference in  there?   20 

WITNESS A :    Yes,  thank you,  Commissioner.   This  

Vereenig ing  murder was registered as Vereenig ing  CAS 

275/4/2021,  and i t  is  referred to as  a main case,  and i t  has 

got  another  th ree cases that  I  would say are consol idated to  

i t  or  jo ined under  i t .   And then I  w i l l  go on and say as th is  



    20 OCTOBER 2025 – DAY 14 
 

Page 13  o f  169  

 

 

murder occurred,  i t  was a lso learned that  there were other  

cases that  were  connected to i t  in  such a way that  the 

people that  murdered Mr Swar t  in  Vereenig ing  were  

ar rested at  a  d i f ferent  area,  wh ich is  now Bramley in  

Johannesburg.   And then there was a docket  that  was 

registered there,  and i t  was referenced as a Bramley CAS 

149/4/2024.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And then the K l ip  River  in  7.2,  

you ment ioned K l ip  River  as wel l .   Can you expla in the  

re levance of  that?    10 

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioner,  and there was a lso 

another  case tha t  would la ter  be jo ined to Vereenig ing  as 

wel l  as referenced as K l ip  River  CAS 77/4/224.   Here is  a 

person that  was arrested  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  not  224 .   2024.    

WITNESS A :    2024.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   

WITNESS A :    Sor ry,  Commissioner.   Thank you for  the  

correct ion,  Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    You may proceed.    20 

WITNESS A :    On th is  case there is  a person that  was 

ar rested in  K l ip  River ,  and he was la ter  connected to 

murder.   And then th is  docket  was opened because he was 

found wi th a f i rearm and ammuni t ion at  that  a rea.   Then i t  

was registered under K l ip  River  a rea and g iven that  number.    
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CHAIRPERSON :    Under paragraph 7.1,  which you have 

deal t  wi th  a l ready,  you refer  to  a  st reet  in  Bramley and a 

house in  Q.   Is  there a reason fo r  saying a house wi thout  

g iv ing the st reet  address?   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioner,  there is  a reason to that  

because that  house belongs to  the suspect  that  was 

ar rested in  Bramley.   And then the  reason for  not  g iv ing the  

address is  because there is  h is  fami ly  that  is  s tay ing there  

that  can be compromised i f  maybe th is  address can be 

g iven in  publ ic .    10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Wi tness A .   And 

then i f  you can te l l  us about  7.3 ,  the Vereenig ing  Of f i ce  

Park?  

WITNESS A :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   The Vereenig ing  

Of f ice Park is  a lso referred to th is  case as a murder scene 

or  a c r ime scene of  Vereenig ing .   That  is  where the  murder 

of  Mr Armand Swart  occurred.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you.   Wi tness A,  at  

paragraph 8,  you say you wi l l  deal  wi th  each scene and we 

wi l l  get  to  that .   A t  paragraph 9,  you speak about  your  ro le 20 

in  the invest igat ion and that  there is  another  wi tness,  

Wi tness B,  who is  best  p laced to  deal  wi th  other  events.   

Can you te l l  us why that  i s?   

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.   Wi tness B is  

going to come af ter  me and deal  wi th  th is  case in  deta i l  
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because at  some t ime I  was commi t ted to other  cases when 

we star ted wi th th is  invest igat ion.   So I  wi l l  be do ing th is  

case and a lso at tending other  cases on the s i de,  and then 

she was fu l l y  commit ted on th is  one f rom the word go  to th is  

day.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you.   I f  we can then go 

to page 3 of  your  statement  where you then star t  wi th  the 

Swart  murder aga in at  paragraph 10?  And you do not  need 

to repeat  that  because you have a l ready deal t  w i th  the  

descr ip t ion of  the  murder ,  but  i f  you can just  te l l  us how you 10 

got  involved in  the invest igat ion of  the murder ?   

WITNESS A :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   On the 17 t h  o f  

Apr i l  2024,  I  was on duty when I  received a ca l l  f rom one of  

my col leagues that  to ld  us that  he  has got ten an inst ruct ion 

f rom our commander ,  Br igadier  Gopape,  that  we must  

at tend to a cr ime scene that  was act ive in  Bramley.   And at  

that  t ime we d id  not  know what  th is  c r ime scene was a l l  

about ,  and then I  d id  ask h im on the phone to g ive me more 

deta i ls  about  the  cr ime scene tha t  we were inst ructed to  

at tend.   And then h is response was that  he does not  have 20 

fu l l  deta i l s ,  he was just  g iven inst ruct ion that  we must  go to 

that  cr ime scene at  the address that  was g iven to us at  the  

t ime and we wi l l  be br ie fed as we get  to  the cr ime scene.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Can I  ask you,  Wi tness A,  

approximate ly what  t ime would th is  have been?   



    20 OCTOBER 2025 – DAY 14 
 

Page 16  o f  169  

 

 

WITNESS A :    Th is was in  the morning of  the 17 t h  o f  Apr i l  

2024,  at  around 10.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    So approximate ly  three hours 

af ter  the murder had been commit ted ? 

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    I f  we can then go to page 4 of  

your  statement  at  paragraph 13 ?  Can you te l l  us what  then 

you d id next?  You say that  you arr ived at  the of f ice,  what  

t ranspi red thereaf ter?   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  I  arr i ved at  the of f ice because at  that  10 

moment  I  was dr iv ing wi th Wi tness B in  the same vehic le .   

And then we arr ived at  the of f ice,  then we got  to  th is  

co l league of  ours that  was g iv ing us the inst ruct ion f rom the 

Br igadier .   Then we requested h im to br ie f  us a l i t t le  fur ther  

about  what  we needed to do  and then he said a l l  he has is  

the address where we need to go and at tend and then the  

number of  the person that  needs to  g ive us fu l l  deta i l s  when 

we get  to  the cr ime scene.   And what  happened,  that  

co l league of  ours  jumped in to the vehic le that  I  was dr iv ing 

and then the th ree of  us drove to the cr ime scene at  20 

Bramley.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Was there anyone e lse  that  

accompanied you?   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioner.   We were jo ined by two 

other  co l leagues of  ours a l i t t le  la te r  at  the cr ime scene.   
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They were  inst ruc ted to be wi th  us at  the cr ime scene.   We 

were in i t ia l l y  to ld  by the Br igadier  th rough the col league 

that  has just  g iven us the  inst ruct ion f rom the Br igadier  that  

i t  appeared as i f  the cr ime scene was huge and i t  would  

need more than three members to  at tend to,  which  is  why 

we had to be jo ined by two ext ra detect ives ,  which was 

Warrant  Of f icer  Mabalane and Sergeant  Gumsing.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And you then in  paragraph 14 

deal  wi th  what  you observed when you ar r ived on the scene.   

Can you te l l  us,  g ive us more  deta i l  on that?  And th is  is  10 

now the Q-Bramley scene.    

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioner.   When we arr ived at  the  

cr ime scene,  we saw a lo t  o f  po l ice vehic les ,  vehic les  

marked and unmarked.   And then we asked as to who was 

going to br ie f  us.   And then we ar r ived,  then we found the  

TRT team, which  is  Tact ica l  Response Team, and then the 

Provincia l  Tracking Team that  were a l ready at  the cr ime 

scene.   And then we requested to be br ie fed before th is  

th ing could be handed over to  us.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And what  d id they te l l  you as 20 

par t  o f  the br ie f?   

WITNESS A :    They to ld us that  there were three people  

that  had a l ready been ar rested in  the V iano that  was parked 

in  the cent re of  the cr ime scene in  the st reet .   And then 

they to ld us the in format ion that  they had at  that  par t i cu lar  
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t ime …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Sor ry ,  Wi tness A .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Mercedes-Benz V iano.   I  just  want  to  g ive  

the fu l l  descr ip t ion as i t  appears f rom the sta tement .   

Apologies fo r  in terrupt ing you mid -sentence.   Can you 

p lease repeat  the  last  th ing you were saying?   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioner.   I  was saying when we 

ar r ived there,  we were br ie fed that  there were three people  

that  had a l ready been arrested.   And then fu r thermore,  the  10 

members that  were br ie f ing us,  they to ld  us those th ree 

people were ar rested in  a Mercedes -Benz V iano.   That  is  a 

V-Class bus V iano that  was parked in  the middle of  the  

st reet .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And what  e lse d id they te l l  

you about  the V iano?   

WITNESS A :    And then they to ld us that  th is  V iano 

belonged to one of  the people that  were ar rested at  the  

cr ime scene.   They a lso to ld us that  there are exhib i ts  that  

were recovered f rom the V iano.    20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay.  

WITNESS A :    And fu r thermore,  they to ld us tha t  these 

three suspects that  were ar rested there are suspected to be 

connected to the  murder that  just  occurred two hours or  a 

few hours ear l ier  in  Vereenig ing,  the murder  that  I  
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ment ioned when I  s tar ted on the statement  of  Armand 

Swart .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Now …[ intervenes] .  

WITNESS A :    And they to ld us tha t  they were going to hand 

over  the scene to  us but  p romised that  they wi l l  keep g iv ing 

us in format ion as we progress wi th the cr ime scene.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay.   In  paragraph 15 of  

your  statement ,  you deal  wi th  in terv iews wi th the suspects.   

Can you just  e laborate on that?   

WITNESS A :    That  is  cor rect ,  Commissioner.   We star ted 10 

in terv iewing the suspects ind iv idual ly  and then we found 

that  one of  them was a pol ice of f icer  that  was stat ioned at  

Johannesburg Centra l  under Detect ive Branch.   And then he 

in t roduced h imsel f  to  us as  Michael  Pule Tau.   And then I  

personal ly  asked h im i f  he was not  supposed to be at  work 

as i t  was a work ing day  and he to ld me that  he actual ly  i s  

on duty.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Cont inue.    

WITNESS A :    And the second suspect  that  was arrested 

wi th h im in t roduced h imsel f  as Musa Kekana of  Q,  the 20 

house that  I  d id  not  g ive address to.   He to ld us that  he was 

a f r iend of  Tau and he was together  wi th Tau when he was 

ar rested in  the V iano.   And the th i rd person that  I  wi l l  not  

name because he was not  charged ,  he was re leased 

because we could not  l ink  h im to  the murder or  any other  
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cr ime that  happened on that  day ,  but  he was ar rested on 

that  day because he was found wi th them.  We had to ask 

h im quest ions and see i f  he was connected to the  cr imes ,  

but  he d id g ive h is name to us.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And what  d id he say?  What 

reason d id he g ive for  why he was wi th Tau and Kekana?   

WITNESS A :    He to ld us that  he knows Musa Kekana.   

Then he to ld us that  Musa Kekana had just  ca l led h im as he 

was coming to h im  and then he sa id he needs a r im,  a r im 

of  a Mercedes-Benz.   He said he to ld h im that  one of  h is  10 

f r iends was stuck in  Vereenig ing’s s ide  in  the Vaal  K l ip  

River  wi th the Mercedes -Benz that  had a damaged r im.   

Therefore he wanted the r im f rom h im to go back to the Vaal  

to  assist  h im.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And then insofar  as the V iano 

is  concerned,  you said  ear l ier  you were br ie fed by  the  team 

that  was on s i te  that  Tau,  one o f  the suspects ,  was the 

owner of  the V iano.   Did one of  the  suspects take ownership 

of  the V iano?   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Tau d id agree that  the V iano is  h is .    20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay.  

WITNESS A :    But  he then to ld us that  he was not  d r iv ing i t  

a t  the t ime when they were ar rested.   Musa was the dr iver .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay.   In  paragraph 16 you 

cont inue wi th what  was observed on the scene ,  but  you 
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ment ion speci f i ca l ly  i tems that  were found at  the scene.   

Can you deal  wi th  that?   

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.   When we 

got  there ,  we found that  there were recover ies that  were  

found in  the V iano.   Among the recover ies that  were there 

were four  ce l l  phones ,  wi th  one cel l  phone being a smal l  

phone that  we refer  to  as a burner  phone  in  the sense that  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Can you –  p lease cont inue .   I  wanted to 

ask what  a burner  phone is .  10 

WITNESS A :    We refer  to  i t ,  Commissioner,  as a  burner  

phone in  the sense that  i t  does not  have in ternet  

capabi l i t ies.   I t  does not  have –  i t  is  those smal l  phones 

that  you do not  have in ternet  capabi l i t ies on.   Usual ly  in  the 

l ine of  work that  I  am in,  we f ind suspects that  they wi l l  

have thei r  smartphone ,  which is  the i r  personal  phone ,  and 

they wi l l  use th is  so -cal led burner  phone which does not  

have the in ternet  capabi l i t ies.   We bel ieve that  when they 

use i t ,  i t  is  not  easy for  them to be t raced.    

CHAIRPERSON :    I  thought  …[ intervenes] .  20 

WITNESS A :    I t  is  usual ly  referred  to as a burner  phone.    

CHAIRPERSON :    I  thought  th is  re lated to the phone not  

having been regis tered proper ly .   The verb used col loquia l ly  

being that  i t  has not  been  RICAd.   So a burner  phone has 

noth ing to do wi th  that .    
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WITNESS A :    I  wi l l  not  be  technica l  about  i t ,  

Commissioner.   I  am just  saying i t  the way we understand i t  

in  the l ine of  work  that  I  do.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Wi tness A.   

Insofar  as the burner  phone is  concerned,  d id anyone c la im 

ownership of  the burner  phone?   

WITNESS A :    No,  Commissioners.   No one of  them wanted 

to c la im ownership of  the phone.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And insofar  as the other  th ree 

phones that  you found on the scene,  what  were you to ld  10 

about  that?   

WITNESS A :    The th ree other  phones,  one of  those phones 

was Michael  Pule 's  phone.   He said i t  was h is.   The other  

one was Musa 's phone.   He agreed that  i t  is  h is .   Then the 

other  one,  they said i t  be longed to the person that  was 

ar rested in  K l ip  R iver .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And th is  would be the th i rd 

suspect ,  which we wi l l  get  to  la ter .  

WITNESS A :    This wi l l  now be the th i rd suspect  that  we wi l l  

get  to  la ter ,  correct ,  Commissioners .    20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay.   And then in  paragraph 

17,  you speak about  addi t ional  mater ia l  that  was found on 

the scene in  addi t ion to the cel l  phones.   Can you e laborate  

on that ,  p lease?   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioners .   There was a lso a r im 
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o f  a  Mercedes-Benz that  was a lso found in  the V iano.   And 

then when the suspects were asked about  i t ,  they said i t  

be longed to the person that  we d id  not  arrest .   And then the  

explanat ion was that  i t  was going to be used to assist  the  

person that  was s tuck in  K l ip  River  in  the Vaal .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay.   What  e lse  d id you 

f ind?   

WITNESS A :    And then we a lso recovered 15 used 

car t r idges of  a  r i f le  that  were in  a p last ic  bag,  a t ransparent  

p last ic  bag a lso in  the vehic le.    10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Now,  in  your  statement  you 

referred to these 15 car t r idges as the in famous 15 

car t r idges.   Why do you cal l  i t  that?   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioners.   These 15 car t r idges 

were then la ter  going to assist  us to  l ink the suspect  to  the 

murder scene in  Vereenig ing  or  to  the f i rearms tha t  would  

la ter  be found in  the house,  in  the  cr ime scene that  is  a lso  

in  Bramley,  in  the  house that  I  d id  not  g ive the address of .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay.   And in  addi t ion  to the 

car t r idges,  d id you f ind any f i rearms?   20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Before you step  of f  the car t r idges,  is  i t  

normal  to  f ind a co l lect ion of  empty  car t r idges l ike th is?   

WITNESS A :    No,  Commissioner.   I t  is  very abnormal  to  the 

extent  that  we d id ask the  owner of  the vehic le  as  to why 

these car t r idges were car r ied around l ike the way they 
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were.   And h is explanat ion  was that  they belonged to h is  

brother ,  who is  a  professional  hunter  and sports  –  he gave 

a term.   He said  he is  a professional .   He belonged to a  

c lub that  do sport  hunt ing.   Then we asked h im,  why do you 

carry them around?  Then he said he was using the vehic le  

the previous day and he fo rgot  them in the car .    

CHAIRPERSON :    But  d id they expla in or  d id he expla in why 

the brother  would  have col lected these and p laced them in a  

p last ic  bag?   

WITNESS A :    No,  Commissioner.   He fa i led to expla in that  10 

par t  o f  the quest ion because we d id ask h im.   He fa i led.   He 

tota l ly  fa i led.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Is  i t  so that  empty car t r idges are found 

af ter  a f i rearm has been f i red?  They fa l l  o f f .   As you f i re ,  

an empty car t r idge fa l ls  of f .   Is  that  not  so?   

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct .   That  is  what  I  understand 

wi th the  f i rearms.   I f  you f i re ,  then the car t r idge wi l l  fa l l  o f f  

the ground.    

CHAIRPERSON :    So for  car t r idges to be found col lected 

and p laced in  a p last ic  bag,  i t  would mean that  someone 20 

must  have p icked up those empty car t r idges and p laced 

them in the p last ic  bag.    

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner .   That  is  what  

we concluded.   We thought  that  i t  means someone col lected 

these car t r idges f rom the cr ime scene maybe for  the 
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purposes to d ispose of  them , so that  they cannot  be l inked 

to the f i rearm.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And then …[ intervenes] .   

WITNESS A :    Not  knowing that  they wi l l  be arrested before 

they get  r id  of  the  car t r idges.    

CHAIRPERSON :    I  th ink r ight  at  the beginning of  your  last  

sentence you ta lk  about  l ink ing.   So does i t  mean that  f rom 

an empty car t r idge you are able to  te l l  what  f i rearm was 

used to f i re  or  to  shoot?   

WITNESS A :    I  would say yes,  yes,  yes,  Commissioners.   I t  10 

is  l ike that .   You get  the f i rearm and then you get  the  

car t r idge and then you can compare to say that  th is  

car t r idge was f i red f rom th is  f i rearm.    

CHAIRPERSON :    So you must  have both.   You must  have a 

f i rearm and you must  have the empty car t r idge.    

WITNESS A :    That  would be a technica l  quest ion to 

answer.    

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  a l l  r ight .  

WITNESS A :    But  for  us i t  is  very good i f  you have them 

both.  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

WITNESS A :    Somet imes you can only f ind the f i rearm,  you 

take i t  to  bal l is t ics.   I f  you are lucky they wi l l  te l l  you that  

the other  c r ime scene has got  the  empty  car t r idge that  i s  

connected to your f i rearm.   Then they do a l inkage.   And 
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then you can do,  maybe you get  a car t r idge w i thout  a 

f i rearm,  then they connect  i t  and v ice versa.   So w i th us i t  

was good because we got  the car t r idge and the f i rearm.   So 

I  th ink i t  was easy for  someone who was going to do the 

l inkages in  that  sense.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   

Wi tness A,  you say in  your  statement  that  the car t r idges 

l ike ly would not  have been found had the team not  

apprehended the suspects that  day.   Is  that  what  you were 10 

referr ing to ear l ie r?   

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.   That  is  what  

we thought  as a team to say.   These car t r idges were going 

to be d isposed of  before we arrest  the people.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay.   I  had asked you,  you 

f ind the empty car t r idges ,  but  d id you f ind any f i rearms on 

the suspects?   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioner.   There was one f i rearm 

that  was found ins ide the V iano  in  a s l ing bag.   And then i t  

be longed to Michael  Pule Tau.   He to ld us that  was h is  20 

f i rearm,  a l i cenced f i rearm,  a pr ivate l icenced f i rearm.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And what  t ype of  f i rearm was 

i t?    

WITNESS A :    I t  was a p isto l .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Just  pause there for  a moment .   
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Wi tness A,  i t  is  Commissioner Khumalo  here.   The f i rearm 

that  was found in  the V iano that  you say you were to ld  

belongs to Tau,  was i t  a  serv ice p isto l  o r  h is  pr ivate  p is to l?   

And the second quest ion,  was i t  l icenced?  Thank you.    

WITNESS A :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   This was h is 

pr ivate personal  f i rearm and i t  was l icenced to h im.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you.  

WITNESS A :    And maybe just  to  cont inue on that  quest ion,  

Commissioner,  we d id ask h im about  h is  serv ice p isto l  as a  

pol ice of f icer  who was on duty .   He was supposed to be  10 

having i t .   Then he to ld us that  he had long surrendered i t  

back to the employer .   He d id not  car ry i t  a round.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you.   You then a lso 

speak about  a l icence p late tha t  was found.   Can you 

e laborate?   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioner.   Among the th ings that  

were recovered or  found in  the V iano was a set  of  l icence 

p lates,  the regist rat ion number that  was la ter  l inked to the  

vehic le or  the Mercedes-Benz tha t  was found where the  

th i rd  suspect  was ar rested in  the  Vaal  at  K l ip  River .   That  20 

wi l l  mean the Mercedes-Benz was dr iv ing wi th a wrong p late 

number wherever i t  was at  that  g iven t ime.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Now,  I  just  want  to  p lace 

paragraph 18 of  your  statement  on  record,  g iven that  th is  i s  

s t i l l  an ongoing mat ter ,  you say :  
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“Any fu r ther  in fo rmat ion regard ing  the 

scene is  not  re levant  to  the 

Commission 's  work and may 

compromise the  case i f  d isc losed 

publ ic ly  at  th is  stage. ”  

Do you want  to  e laborate on that?   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioners,  because more 

in format ion is  the  deta i l s  that  I  th ink  might  compromise the 

case as the case is  at  a  cr i t i ca l  s tage at  cour t .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Wi tness A .   You 10 

then move on to the second scene,  which is  s t i l l  par t  o f  the 

Bramley case number,  which is  the house in  Q that  you 

referred to ear l ier .   Can you te l l  us what  t ranspi red there?   

WITNESS A :    Th is is  what  we re ferred to as scene 2 at  

Bramley,  where  now the  second suspect ,  which is  Musa 

Kekana,  res ided.   In  th is  cr ime scene,  I  d id  not  a t tend i t  

mysel f  because I  had to go and at tend the cr ime scenes 

that  were at  the  Vaal .   So I  le f t  o ther  members to a t tend to  

i t ,  and then they at tended to i t ,  then we were  

communicat ing wi th them constant ly  wi th  the recover ies that  20 

were recovered a t  the cr ime scene and what  was going on 

at  the cr ime scene.    

ADV SEGEELS -NCUBE SC :    And then you refer  

…[intervenes] .  

WITNESS A :    And then…  
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Cont inue.    

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioners .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Cont inue,  Wi tness A .    

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioners .   In  th is  cr ime scene,  we 

were to ld that  the pol ice that  were at tending there 

recovered a motor  vehic le,  which  is  a Hyundai  i20,  which 

ins ide had a bag that  was loaded wi th th ree f i rearms,  of  

which one was a  r i f le  and two were p isto ls  and a lo t  o f  

ammuni t ion.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Now,  you say in  your  10 

statement  that  the i20 was spot ted at  the murder scene at  

the t ime of  the murder on CCTV cameras.   When were you 

in formed of  that?   

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.   As I  sa id  

that  we were br ie fed cont inuously as we were at  the scene.  

The in format ion that  kept  coming in  was that  in  the morning  

at  around seven of  the same day,  which is  the 17 t h  o f  Apr i l ,  

a t  the cr ime scene two vehic les were seen in  the CCTV 

cameras.   And then one of  those vehic les was a Hyundai ,  

the same Hyundai  that  now is  being  recovered at  the Musa's  20 

house.   And then we were to ld tha t  th is  vehic le was dr iv ing  

around the cr ime scene making turns wi th the Mercedes -

Benz that  was la ter  recovered wi th  the suspect  number 3 at  

K l ip  River .    

 Now,  th is  in fo rmat ion is  f rom the members that  
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a t tended the cr ime scene at  Vereenig ing  that  watched the  

footage at  the cr ime scene and to ld us that  they have seen 

these vehic les and now gave in format ion for  us and other  

uni ts  to  see i f  these cars that  we are ta lk ing about  match ed 

the descr ip t ion that  they gave us.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wi tness A,  where you say these two 

vehic les were seen in  the morning at  the  cr ime scene,  which  

cr ime scene are we ta lk ing about?    

WITNESS A :    I  am now ta lk ing the cr ime scene where Mr 

Armand Swart  was murdered,  Commissioners,  in  10 

Vereenig ing at  Duncanvi l le .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner  

Baloyi .   We have d isp layed the v isual  o f  the Hyundai  and 

the -  Wi tness A ,  I  am not  sure i f  you can see the screen ,  

but  you do have hard copies of  these documents and I  th ink 

you are able to  look at  i t  f rom your s ide on your computer .   

Do you see what  we see or  do you have i t  on your laptop?   

WITNESS A :    I  cannot  see i t  f rom the d isp lay ,  but  I  have i t  

here wi th me f rom the documents that  I  have,  20 

Commissioners.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  can you descr ibe fo r  

us?   

CHAIRPERSON :    Can we not  screen share for  the wi tness 

to see,  for  us to  be sure that  the wi tness is  looking  at  what  
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we are looking at?   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    We can at tempt  to  do so ,  

Chai r .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Wi tness A?   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioners .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Whi le  they are busy sor t ing out  the 

v isuals,  when you ta lk  about  a Mercedes -Benz,  just  be c lear  

because evidence is  being t ranscr ibed.   There is  a 

Mercedes-Benz V iano and a Mercedes -Benz C200.   So 

when you refer  to  a Mercedes -Benz p lease just  c la r i fy  which 10 

one you are refer r ing to.    

WITNESS A :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   In  th is  instance I  

re fer  to  a Mercedes -Benz C200,  wh ich is  a CM.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  a minute.   I  saw on my screen a 

whole lo t  o f  documents and I  am not  sure how safe that  i s .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    We have redacted the 

necessary in format ion ,  Chai r .    

CHAIRPERSON :    So when I  see a l l  o f  those documents ,  I  

should not  be worr ied?   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    No,  no,  Chai r ,  not  at  a l l .   I t  is  20 

just  a  descr ip t ion of  what  is  shown in  the photo and the 

re levant  personal  in format ion has been redacted.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  a l l  r igh t .   Thank you then.   Are 

we st i l l  t ry ing?   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Yes,  Chai r .   We are just  t ry ing 
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to  f igure out  how to share screen.   Okay.   Wi tness A,  are  

you able to  see the screen?   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioner,  I  can see the screen 

c lear ly .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay.   Can you te l l  us what  

we are looking at  here?   

WITNESS A :    A t  the screen I  am seeing two vehic les.   I  wi l l  

ta lk  to  the one that  is  in  f ront  of  the bakkie,  which is  a whi te 

vehic le.   Then i t  looks l i ke the –  i t  is  actual ly  a Hyundai  i20  

that  was seen at  the v ic in i ty  of  the cr ime scene at  7 o 'c lock .   10 

I t  is  actual ly  07:01.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Yes,  that  is  the second one.  

We wi l l  go there now.   That  is  the  second image.   Can you 

hear us,  Wi tness A?   

WITNESS A :    And then the second image,  i t  is  the same .   

Sor ry,  Commissioners.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    P lease proceed.  

WITNESS A :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   And th is  image,  

i t  is  the same vehic le,  the Hyunda i  i20 .   And then on th is  

one i t  is  seen wi th the vehic le that  was dr iven by Mr  Swart ,  20 

the deceased.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    I f  you can go to the next  one ?   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioners .   The next  one is  now 

the vehic le of  the deceased standing r ight  in  f ron t  of  the  

gate of  where he was work ing and then we see the Hyundai  
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i20 standing next  to  i t .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And th is  is  the Hyundai  i20 

that  was found at  the house in  Q?   

WITNESS A :    This is  the Hyundai  i20 that  was found at  the 

house in  Q,  the house that  belongs to Musa Kekana who 

was ar rested wi th  Michael  Pule Tau .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Just  a moment ,  Adv Segeels .   

Wi tness A,  the other  vehic le that  you have descr ibed and 

you say was being dr iven by the deceased ,  can we p lease 

ident i fy  i t?   Make and model?  You do not  have to g ive us  10 

the year.   I  assume you wi l l  not  know.   Just  the  colour ,  

make,  and model .  

WITNESS A :    Correct ,  Commissioner.   I  would not  know the 

year model ,  but  i t  is  a  Ford double cab bakkie .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So i t  is  a  s i lver  Ford Ranger?   

WITNESS A :    I t  is  a  s i lver  Ford Ranger double cab.   Thank 

you,  Commissioners.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wi tness A,  i f  you just  go back to the 

very f i rs t  shot ,  Ms Segeels,  you have got  two vehic les 20 

there.   There is  the whi te one which I  th ink you have 

ident i f ied as the  Hyundai  i20.   Is  your  ev idence that  the  

s i l ver  vehic le tha t  we see there is  the vehic le dr iven by Mr  

Swart?   

WITNESS A :    Correct ,  Commissioner ,  i t  is .    
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  le t  us  go to the second shot .    

And you say that  ye l low c i rc le  there,  i t  is  that  Hyundai  now 

in the middle of  the road,  and perhaps for  the record we 

should descr ibe where i t  is .   In  the f i rs t  shot ,  the vehic le is  

on the  s ide of  the road,  i s  that  cor rect?   In  the very f i rs t  

shot .    

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Now in the second shot  there is  a whi te  

vehic le c i rc led in  the middle of  the  road,  you are  say ing i t  i s  

the same vehic le,  the i20?   10 

WITNESS A :    This is  the same veh ic le .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    And the one in  f ront ,  you say tha t  is  Mr  

Swart?   

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Let  us go to the  th i rd shot .   Now in the  –  

in  fact ,  in  the shot  just  above,  Mr  Segeels ,  there are two 

shots in  the p icture.   The f i rs t  one now shows the whi te 

vehic le a lmost  abreast  wi th  the s i l ver  vehic le,  both fac ing in  

the same di rect ion.   Is  that  the same vehic le that  was in  the  

middle of  the road in  the previous shot?  Is  that  your  20 

evidence?   

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight .   Now,  and that  is  s t i l l  the  

Hyundai .   Now in the second shot  o f  what  we are looking at ,  

there are,  in  fact ,  two vehic les,  wh i te vehic les,  and none of  



    20 OCTOBER 2025 – DAY 14 
 

Page 35  o f  169  

 

 

them is fac ing the  same di rect ion as the s i l ver  vehic le.   Can 

you just  expla in that  for  the record?  What  are we seeing on 

the record?  Which one is  the Hyundai  i20?  Where is  i t  

fac ing now?  Because you have two vehic les now,  and the  

one,  there is  only one car  that  i s  fac ing towards us  in  th is  

p ic ture,  and i t  is  the s i l ver  vehic le.   Just  expla in the shot  we 

are looking at .    

WITNESS A :    That  is  cor rect ,  Commissioner.   The Hyundai  

vehic le wi l l  be the one that  i s  fac ing to the vehic le  of  the 

deceased,  Mr Swart .   And then that  other  one,  I  th ink i t  i s  10 

the vehic le that  i s  just  in  mot ion on the  st reet ,  is  dr iv ing  

past .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    So,  the one c losest  to  the s i l ver  vehic le,  

you are saying that  is  the Hyundai  i20?   

WITNESS A :    Correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Ms Segeels .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner  

Baloy i .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Before  we leave the photos,  I  see 

that  above the top photo there is  commentary.   I  am not  20 

sure i f  th is  wi tness is  going to be  g iv ing evidence on that  

commentary,  or  i f  i t  is  for  somebody e lse.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    No,  i t  is  not  for  th is  wi tness.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Can we go to page 6 of  your  
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s tatement ,  Wi tness A?  At  paragraph 20,  you then deal  wi th  

the V iano belong ing to Mr Tau,  which you a lso say was 

parked at  the house in  Q.    

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.   This V iano 

that  belongs to Tau was parked at  Q dur ing the commission 

of  cr ime.   Q,  which is  the house of  Musa Kekana.    

CHAIRPERSON :    In  your  statement  you are  not  as  

categor ica l  as you are now.   You say i t  appears that  the  

V iano belonging to Tau was in i t ia l ly  parked at  Kekana 's  

house.   Do you want  to  expla in the d i f fe rence in  how you 10 

phrase th is?   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioner.   I  th ink that  is  just  the  

wording.   The fac t  is  that  i t  was parked there because when 

th is  Hyundai  i20  drove back f rom Vereenig ing ,  i t  was 

actual ly  surveyed and fo l lowed by the people that  were 

work ing wi th the pol ice,  and i t  was seen enter ing the house 

that  belongs to Musa,  and then the V iano drove out  of  the 

house.   So that  puts the V iano r ight  where  th is  i20 was 

recovered la ter  on.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   20 

Then we do have the t racker  in format ion fo r  the  V iano,  

which we have d isp layed.   Can you see i t ,  Wi tness A?   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  I  can see,  Commissioners.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Can you te l l  us what  we are  

looking at  and what  does i t  conf i rm?   
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WITNESS A :    Yes,  i t  conf i rms tha t  th is  V iano was actual ly  

at  a  house that  belongs to Michae l  Pule  Tau at  tha t  g iven 

t ime,  which is  03:12 minutes in  the morning when the  

ign i t ion star ted.   Then at  around 03:31,  then i t  was parked 

and the ign i t ion was swi tched of f  a t  Musa 's house.   So i t  is  

conf i rmed that  i t  was parked there  in  the durat ion when the  

cr ime was commit ted in  Vereenig ing .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    You are referr ing  to the last  

ent ry there.   I  do not  know i f  you can see i t  c lear ly  where i t  

says 17 Apr i l  2024 at  04 :03,  V iano ar r ives at  Musa Kekana 's  10 

house,  ign i t ion of f .    

WITNESS A :    Yes,  yes,  Commissioners.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you.   In  paragraph 21 

you had a l ready spoken about  the  f i rearms that  were found 

and the ammuni t ion,  but  you ment ioned that  you d id  not  

accompany the team.  So how did you become aware  of  that  

in format ion?   

WITNESS A :    We had constant  communicat ion w i th the 

team that  was le f t  back at  the Bramley as we moved to the 

Vaal  wi th  the …[indist inct ] .   So they kept  us in formed about  20 

what  was happening,  what  was recovered in  tha t  cr ime 

scene,  which is  at  Bramley at  the house of  Musa.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And then insofar  as you refer  

to  a large amount  of  ammuni t ion that  was found in  a  bag in  

the i20,  was th is  used ammuni t ion or  unused?   
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WITNESS A :    No,  these were bul le ts,  l ike the unused l ive 

ammuni t ion,  as they would be cal led,  Commissioners .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you.   Can we then 

move on to  the  th i rd scene,  wh ich  you referred  to wi th 

reference to a case number,  K l ip  River .   We are  now at  

paragraph 22 of  your  statement .    

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioner,  the th i rd scene wi l l  be 

the scene that  was at  R59 North at  Eng en Garage,  where  

the person that  was arrested there  is  the Tiego F loyd 

Mabusela ,  and he was dr iv ing that  Mercedes-Benz,  the  10 

C200,  grey  in  co lour .   So he was stuck there  wi th h is  r im 

damaged.   And then th is  i s  a lso a  vehic le  that  I  ment ioned 

ear l ie r  on that  i t  was seen in  the CCTV video footage at  the  

cr ime scene before the shoot ing of  Armand Swart .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    I f  you can just  pause there,  

Wi tness A,  so that  we can pro jec t  that ,  so that  you can 

expla in i t .    

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioners .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Can you see the screen?   

WITNESS A :    I  can see the screen,  yes.    20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  p lease proceed.    

WITNESS A :    As  I  was saying,  Commissioners,  th is  vehic le  

was seen in  the  morning dr iv ing  around the cr ime scene 

together  wi th the  i20 that  I  spoke about  in  the previous 

paragraphs.   And i t  was now found at  the garage in  R59 in  
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K l ip  River  area wi th the person that  was arrested there,  who 

was la ter  known to us as Tiego Floyd Danny Mabuse la .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    I f  I  can just  ask you to be 

more deta i led about  that  inso far  as the t imel ine is  

concerned,  and what  i t  is  that  we are seeing on our  

screens.   I f  you can star t  wi th  the  f i rs t  one,  which says 17 

Apr i l  2024,  and i t  says at  05:45?  What  are we looking at?   

WITNESS A :    We are looking at  CCTV cameras showing 

the same Mercedes-Benz,  the C200,  dr iv ing around at  the  

area of  Vereenig ing .  10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  i t  says that  i t  is  passing 

Q-Tech.    

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioners,  Q-Tech  is  in  

Vereenig ing ,  and in  Q-Tech i t  is  our  c r ime scene.   So i t  is  

p icked up …[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sor ry,  Wi tness A,  I  apologise fo r  

in ter rupt ing you.   Perhaps what  the wi tness should  do,  Ms 

Segeels ,  is  read the capt ions there in to the record.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you fo r  the d i rect ion,  

Commissioner Baloy i .   Did you hear  that ,  Wi tness A?  Could 20 

you read i t  in to the record fo r  us,  the descr ip t ion?   

WITNESS A :    Yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    You can star t  wi th  the f i rs t  

ent ry at  05:45.   Apologies.    

WITNESS A :    Yes,  17 Apr i l  2024,  05:45.   CCTV camera 
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shows a s i lver  Mercedes C -Class dr iv ing past  Q-Tech 

towards Houtkop Road.   I t  turns r ight  onto Houtkop.   Then i t  

is  g iv ing us DVR t ime.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    You can just  read i t  to  expla in 

the d i f fe rence between the t ime that  the actual  footage 

d isp lays and the  t ime of  the capt ion,  because there is  a  

t ime d i f fe rence.   So just  read that  in to the record as wel l .  

WITNESS A :    I t  says the DVR t ime is  s ix  minutes long than 

the actual  t ime that  is  depicted on the c lock.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  and the next  one,  the 10 

next  capt ion?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sorry,  perhaps before you do the next  

capt ion,  there is  a vehic le on the road there.   What  vehic le 

is  that?   

WITNESS A :    Th is is  a C200 Mercedes-Benz that  we are 

ta lk ing about ,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  and you say i t  passes Q-Tech,  

dr iv ing past .   In  re lat ion to that  vehic le in  th is  p ic tu re,  which 

s ide is  Q-Tech here when we are looking at  th is  p ic tu re?   

WITNESS A :    As far  as I  understand the p icture and 20 

understand the cr ime scene as I  know i t ,  the company or  

the Q-Tech wi l l  be at  the back o f  the vehic le on the le f t  

s ide.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  thank you.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner  
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Baloyi .   Wi tness A,  you can cont inue wi th the second 

capt ion.    

WITNESS A :    Then the second capt ion is  g iv ing us the 

same date.   The t ime wi l l  be 05 :53.   I t  shows a  s i lver  

Mercedes-Benz C-Class dr iv ing towards Q-Tech f rom the 

le f t  o f  Houtkop Road.   DVR t ime is  s ix  minutes long,  

meaning now i t  is  dr iv ing to the opposi te  d i rect ion in  

compar ison to the f i rs t  footage that  we are g iv ing  above ,  

which wi l l  technica l ly  mean i t  is  coming back towards the Q-

Tech.  10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    kay.   Before you deal  wi th  the  

next  one,  what  i s  i t  that  you cal l  th is?  What  act iv i ty  i s  th is?   

WITNESS A :    We cal l  th is  in  a terminology that  is  ca l led  

scout ing or  survei l lance.   Looking for  the cr ime scene,  

looking for  the dangers,  maybe spot t ing the suspect ,  o r  

even maybe looking for  anyth ing that  could d is turb you 

when you are commit t ing the cr ime.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you.   We wi l l  go on to 

the next  one.   Can you read the next  one fo r  us?   

WITNESS A :    Yes.   Thank you,  Commissioner.   The next  20 

one wi l l  be the same date at  06 :49.   I t  shows a  s i lver  

Mercedes-Benz C-Class dr iv ing towards Q-Tech f rom the 

r ight  of  Houtkop Road.   DVR t ime is  s ix  minutes long.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Sor ry ,  the next  one?   

WITNESS A :    The next  one wi l l  show the same date at  
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06:45.   Q-Tech CCTV shows a s i l ver  Mercedes-Benz C-

Class dr iv ing past  the gate f rom the d i rect ion of  Houtkop 

Road.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can we -  Wi tness A,  in  these two shots,  

they both have 06:49 as a t imestamp,  and that  is  what  you 

say on record  and i t  can be confusing because they look 

d i f ferent ,  these shots.   Can you g ive us the exact  t ime 

stamp of  the f i rs t  one?  Ms Segeels ,  i f  you could just  

pro ject  fu l l y  the f i rs t  p ic ture ? 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Perhaps I  could  be of  10 

assistance,  Commissioner Baloy i .   The f i rs t  one,  wh ich says 

06:49 in  the capt ion,  is  obta ined f rom CCTV footage other  

than Q-Tech,  so f rom another  ent i ty ,  and i ts  DVR t ime is  s ix  

minutes s lower.   So the 06:49 in  that  one is  referr ing to  

06:43,  actual ly  on  the DVR system.   The second one is  a lso  

06:49,  but  the vehic le i s  coming in  the  same di rect ion,  but  i t  

is  being  caught  by two d i f fe rent  cameras.   So the t ime on 

the 06:43 is  not  an accurate t ime.   You would have to look 

at  06:49 as the top one,  and 06:49:54 seconds,  the  second 

one.   So i t  is  wi th in less than a minute of  each other .  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  I  th ink what  I  wanted to c lear  on 

the record is  these are two d i f ferent  shots.   They are not  

the same shots,  d i f ferent  angles,  or  anyth ing.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Correct .   They are  coming 

f rom two d i f fe rent  cameras.   The one is  coming f rom a  
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d i f ferent  ent i ty ’ s  CCTV footage,  and the second one is  

coming f rom Q-Tech.   That  is  why on the capt ion of  the f i rs t  

one,  you wi l l  see i t  has been redacted.   I t  is  a  redact ion to  

show where i t  came f rom.   I t  just  shows a s i l ver  Merc,  

whereas the second one,  i t  wi l l  say  Q-Tech CCTV shows,  so 

as not  to  ident i fy  the source of  the f i rs t .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   Sorry,  just  last ly ,  there  is  two 

t imestamps.   The f i rs t  one,  perhaps to d is t inguish them, we 

should be refer r ing to those,  because in  the f i rs t  shot ,  in  

the body of  the shot  i tse l f  you have 06 :43:48,  and in  the  10 

second shot  you have 06 :49:54.   Is  that  not  a 

d is t inguish ing?   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Correct ,  yes.   We can use the 

imaging.   I t  is  jus t  that  the t ime on the image is  s ix  minutes  

s lower,  so i t  is  not  an accurate re f lect ion of  the t ime that  

the vehic le was actual ly  coming past  there.   The vehic le  

came past  at  06 :49,  accord ing to the i r  record,  so i t  is  wi th in 

seconds of  each other ,  but  f rom two d i f fe rent  sources and in  

the same st reet .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Perhaps what  we should do then is  le t  20 

us proper ly  record,  le t  the wi tness expla in i t .   Let  us record  

the evidence,  the  wi tnesses '  explanat ion of  these two shots 

and any d i f fe rences in  them.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Wi tness A,  d id you hear?  Can 

you just  expla in the  two shots and the d i f fe rence between 
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the two shots?   

WITNESS A :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   I  th ink the 

Advocate had expla ined i t  bet te r .   The shots are f rom two 

d i f ferent  sources,  and then the t imestamps wi l l  no t  be the 

same.   So for  the purposes of  record,  I  wi l l  read the f i rs t  

one as 06 :43:84 seconds f rom a  d i f ferent  source,  f rom a  

d i f ferent  camera.   Then the bot tom one wi l l  be read as 

06:49:54 seconds f rom Q-Tech CCTV camera as a source.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you.   Thank you,  10 

Commissioner Baloy i .   And then i f  we can go to the last  two 

images insofar  as  the C200 is  concerned ?  Can you see i t ,  

Wi tness A?   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioner.   Thank you.   On th is  

one,  I  th ink i t  i s  the same scenar io .   We have got  two shots 

f rom di f fe rent  sources.   The f i rs t  one is  f rom Q-Tech 

cameras,  and then i t  shows,  i t  is  –  the t imestamp would be 

06:52:28.   Then we are seeing a s i lver ,  a  same s i lver  

Mercedes-Benz C200 dr iv ing past  the gate towards the  

d i rect ion of  Houtkop Road.    20 

 And the bot tom one wi l l  be f rom a  d i f ferent  source 

that  is  not  d isc losed to us,  which w i l l  be depict ing the same 

vehic le,  which is  a C200 Mercedes -Benz,  and the t imestamp 

wi l l  read as 06 :46:51.   Then i t  reads as i t  shows a s i l ver  

Merc dr iv ing past  Q-Tech towards Houtkop.   I t  turns r ight  
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in to Houtkop.   Then they are g iv ing  us the t ime delay ,  which  

is  s ix  minutes.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Wi tness A,  in  these two photos i t  

looks l ike the Mercedes -Benz has turned around now 

because i t  is  fac ing le f t .   In  the previous two photos,  i t  was 

fac ing r ight  more or  less th ree minutes ear l ie r .    

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So is  that  consistent  wi th  your  

ev idence that  i t  was doing what  you cal l  scout ing?   

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner  

Khumalo .   So,  Wi tness A,  i f  we can then return  to  your  

statement  and deal  wi th  what  e lse  was found at  the scene 

where Mr Mabuse la was arrested ?   

WITNESS A :    Mr  Mabusela was found at  the cr ime scene 

wi th a f i rearm,  which is  a p is to l  and ammuni t ion,  and one 

cel l  phone,  which is  a lso refer red to  as a burner  phone.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Now,  before you cont inue,  can 

I  just  ask you to  expla in,  because you said you found the 

vehic le had a damaged r im,  and then you a lso referred to a 20 

l icence p late?  Can you te l l  us about  the l icence p late?   

WITNESS A :    Yes.   The Mercedes-Benz had a damaged 

r im,  which now meant  that  the r im that  was found in  the  

Mercedes-Benz V iano in  Bramley was indeed meant  to  come 

and assist  th is  one.   And then when the pol ice checked the  
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l icence p late on the d isc,  they found that  the regist rat ion 

numbers that  was recovered in  the Mercedes -Benz V iano at  

Q-Tech actual ly  was the correct  regist rat ion number for  

Mercedes-Benz C200 that  was found in  K l ip  River .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    I f  I  can just  understand what  

you are saying,  you are saying tha t  the l icence p late for  the  

C200 that  i s  registered to the owner of  the C200 was found 

in  the V iano?   

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And then what  l icence p late 10 

was found on the C200 in  Vereenig ing?   

WITNESS A :    The l icence p late that  was found there,  i t  is  a 

l icence p late that  d id  not  belong to the Mercedes -Benz.   I t  

was a wrong p late .   I t  was f i t ted wi th a wrong p late number.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    So the p late was actual ly  on 

the vehic le?  I t  was not  in  the vehic le,  i t  was actual ly  on the  

vehic le?   

WITNESS A :    I t  was on the vehic le,  l ike the f ront  and back 

one as i t  normal ly  would be.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    In  your  exper ience as an 20 

invest igator ,  what  would the reason for  that  be?  Why would 

there be a fake p late on the C200 when that  vehic le does 

have leg i t imate p lates?   

WITNESS A :    Th is would mean that ,  because maybe i f  I  

can just  for  the purposes of  record ,  th is  vehic le belonged to  
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the daughter  of  Mabusela .   So using the wrong p late  

number would assist  h im not  to  be l inked to the cr ime 

scene,  because i t  was p icked up wi th the CCTV cameras 

wi th th is  regist rat ion number that  was wrong.   So I  th ink the  

a im of  put t ing the  wrong p late number was fo r  h im not  to  be  

l inked to the cr ime of  murder in  Vereenig ing .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you.   You may cont inue 

wi th what  was found.   You ment ioned the burner  ce l l  phone.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Before you do that ,  Wi tness A,  you have 

descr ibed,  g iven us the exact  deta i l  o f  scene 1 and scene 2,  10 

where  exact ly  they were  geographical l y .   This th i rd scene 

where Mr Mabuse la  was found and ar rested,  where was i t?    

WITNESS A :    I t  was an Engen garage in  K l ip  River ,  

Northbound.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    This i s  in  Vereenig ing?  

WITNESS A :    This i s  in  K l ip  River  on the way f rom 

Vereenig ing .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

WITNESS A :    I t  is  just  outs ide Vereenig ing .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you,  Ms Segeels .  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Wi tness,  le t  us get  i t  r ight .   The 

Engen garage in  R59 is  between Alber ton and 

Vanderbi j lpark,  I  th ink.   So i t  is  hal fway between Alber ton 

and Vanderbi j lpark .   But  when you t ravel  to  Vereenig ing  

using the R59,  you would go past  that  Engen garage.   Is  
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that  cor rect ,  more  or  less?   

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you for  the  c lar i t y ,  

Commissioner  Khumalo .   You may cont inue,  Wi tness A,  wi th  

your  –  regard ing the burner  ce l l  phone.    

WITNESS A :    Yes.   So what  was recovered on th is  suspect  

who is  now Floyd Tiego Mabusela  was th is  burner  ce l l  

phone and the f i rearm of  which he was ar rested fo r  in i t ia l l y .   

And then these two were booked in to the  13 as exhib i t s .   

And then th is  ce l l  phone was la ter  going to assist  the  10 

invest igat ion to  l ink  th is  suspect ,  who is  F loyd Mabusela ,  

wi th  the other  burner  phone that  was recovered in  the f i rs t  

scene at  Bramley through communicat ion.   So th is  is  the  

invest igat ion that  was car r ied on in  the week that  fo l lowed.  

ADV SEGEELS -NCUBE SC :    When you say in  

communicat ion ,  that  the two burner  phones were in  

communicat ion wi th each other ,  a t  what  point?  When was 

th is?   

WITNESS A :    These two phones were found to have been 

communicat ing dur ing the commission of  c r ime and a f ter  the  20 

cr ime has been commit ted in  Vereenig ing .   So the  

conclusion f rom the invest igat ing team was that  these two 

burner  phones were ut i l i sed or  they were bought  for  the 

main purpose of  communicat ion between these two vehic les  

at  the cr ime scene and maybe coord inat ing  thei r  movement  
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f rom the cr ime scene.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    I f  I  recal l  correct ly ,  you said  

that  Mr Mabusela 's  smartphone was found wi th the other  

two suspects at  the Q-Bramley scene.   Is  that  cor rec t?   

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay.   Chai r ,  I  see that  i t  is 

10:58,  and I  am moving on to the  next  scene.   Should we 

adjourn for  tea and then I  can cont inue?   

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us adjourn  and resume at  quarter  

past  11.  10 

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Commissioners.    

Wi tness A,  are you there?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioners ,  I  am here.    

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Wi tness A,  we were moving 

on to scene 4,  which is  on page 7 of  your  statement  at  

paragraph 24 and i t  is  reference Q -Tech’s of f ices.    Can you 

just  e laborate on what  was found at  the Q -Tech of f ices  

when you arr ived at  the scene?  20 

WITNESS A :    Yes,  yes,  Commiss ioners.    This scene is ,  I  

wi l l  re fer  to  i t  as a murder scene where Mr  Swarts was 

murdered and then when we ar r ived at  the scene we d id not  

f ind anyth ing,  because the Pol ice who were at tending to a 

scene had f in ished work ing.    I t  was just  for  us to  conf i rm 
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the address of  the scene and to see where the scene is  so 

that  we can be able to  make our  references on the  

invest igat ion that  has a l ready star ted.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  so you were not  par t  

o f  the team that  processed the scene ear l ier  in  the day.    

You went  there af ter  you went  to ,  wel l ,  you le f t  the Bramley 

scene.    Is  that  correct?  

WITNESS A :    That  i s  cor rect ,  I  was not  par t  o f  the team 

that  p rocessed that  scene at  Vereenig ing,  Q -Tech of f ices.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.    So what  was the 10 

purpose of  going  to the scene i f  there was noth ing to be 

found there?  

WITNESS A :    I t  was merely fo r  us  to  know where  our  scene 

is  s i tuated to fami l iar ize ourselves as how i t  is  looking,  but  

at  the same t ime we d id not  know that  the scene was 

a l ready f in ished processing.    We wanted then to make sure  

that  no one was st i l l  a t  the scene.    But  then when we 

ar r ived there,  then there was no one.     

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  and then at  paragraph 

25 you deal  wi th  a Sunnyside docket ,  which is ,  has a 2024 20 

date.    Can you expla in what  i ts  re levance is  to  the case?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioners,  thank you.    The 

Sunnyside case wi l l  then be connected to the Hyundai  i20 

that  was used in  the commission of  cr ime.    When we d id  

our  invest igat ion  we found that  th is  vehic le was actual ly  



    20 OCTOBER 2025 – DAY 14 
 

Page 51  o f  169  

 

 

connected to the  case,  which is  a h i jacking of  a  motor  

vehic le that  was h i jacked ear l ier  in  the year,  in  January  

2024 to be prec ise,  in  Sunnyside,  hence the docket  of  

Sunnyside i t  is  the docket  of  car  h i jacking.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Before you proceed to 

expla in that  wi tness,  can I  just  p lace on record that  your  

statement  refers to  the h i jacking occurr ing in  January 2025,  

i t  should be January 2024.    

WITNESS A :    That  is  cor rect ,  i t  should ref lect  January 

2024.  10 

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  you may 

proceed.  

WITNESS A :    And then the a im of  us tak ing the docket  i t  

was to see i f  we would be able to  maybe connect  those 

ar rested persons,  which is  Musa,  Tau and Floyd to the 

cr ime of  h i jacking ,  but  unfor tunate ly we could not ,  because 

the v ic t im of  h i jacking who is  the compla inant  in  th is  case 

said the cr ime took p lace dur ing the loadshedding,  so he 

could not  be able to  ident i fy  the people that  h i jacked her  

and then as such they were not  connected to the h i jacking,  20 

but  to  the possession of  a  h i jacked motor  vehic le.    

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  and then you say that ,  

you ment ioned something about  the l icense p late that  the  

i20 was f i t ted wi th.    Can you just  te l l  us about  that?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  the l icense p late that  was f i t ted in  the  
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Hyundai  motor  vehic le belonged to  the motor  vehic le that  i s  

s imi lar  to  th is  Hyundai  i20,  but  tha t  belonged to an o ld lady 

somewhere in  Pretor ia  and then the invest igat ion was done 

and then the statement  was obta ined f rom that  wi tness,  

then she conf i rmed that  dur ing the t ime when th is  

Commission was,  when th is  c r ime was commit ted,  the 

vehic le was parked at  her  yard and she is  an e lder ly  lady.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.  

WITNESS A :    She was not  anywhere c lose to the cr ime 

scene wi th her  vehic le,  so that  would mean th is  motor  10 

vehic le was f i t ted  wi th the regist ra t ion number that  d id not  

belong to i t .  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  you referred to  i t  as a 

dupl icate l icense p late.    Can you just  expla in what  that  

means and how i t  would work?  

WITNESS A :    I  re ferred to i t  as a dupl icate numberplate,  

because when we arr ived at  th is  o ld lady that  I  have just  

spoken or  we found that  her  car  was f i t ted wi th the same 

numberplate that  was f i t ted on the  car ,  on the vehic le that  

was dr iven by the suspect  at  the  murder scene.    So i t  20 

means that  there were two numberplates f i t ted  in  two 

d i f ferent  vehic les at  the same t ime.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And I  take i t  the o ld lady’s  

vehic le was not  a whi te i20?  

WITNESS A :    I t  actual ly  was a whi te  i20.  
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ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.    So how did you know 

that  i t  was a dupl icat ion?  

WITNESS A :    We knew that  i t  was a dupl icat ion,  because 

when you checked the i20 that  was found at  the cr ime scene 

i t  had a d i f fe rent  numberplate in  terms of ,  in  terms of  the 

regist rat ion in  the  E -Nat is ,  so the dupl icat ion in  th is  sense,  

i t  just  means tha t  you pr in ted two numberplates wi th one 

deta i ls .     

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Wi tness A.    So 

…[intervenes] .  10 

WITNESS A :    Thank you,  Commissioners.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I f  I  may.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    There is  a quest ion.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  Wi tness A,  the,  you have to ld us 

about  the V iano,  i ts  ownership and you have just  spoken 

about  the i20 as a h i jacked motor  vehic le.    The Mercedes 

C-c lass,  is  there any re levant  in format ion of  who i t  

be longed to?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioner,  i t  was found to be long to 

a lady who is  a daughter  to  accused number 3,  the  suspect  20 

number 3 that  was ar rested in  K l ipr iv ie r ,  Musa Tiego 

Mabusela.     

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Commissioner  

Baloyi .    Wi tness A,  can we now move on to what  you 
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referred to as the  accused persons ’  f i rs t  appearance,  which 

was on the 19 t h  o f  Apr i l  2024.    Can you te l l  us  what  

t ranspi red at  th is  f i rs t  appearance that  you found,  that  you 

fe l t  was re levant  to  inc lude in  your  ev idence?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioners .    On th is  day i t  was the  

day that  we refer red to as a f i rs t  appearance,  because i t  i s  

the day when the  suspect  had been ar rested,  they wi l l  get  

charged,  processed and they wi l l  appear for  the f i rs t  t ime at  

the Magist rate Court .    So th is  is  the day when they 

appeared at  Vereenig ing Magist rate Court  for  the i r  f i rs t  10 

appearance.     

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And who was present  wi th  

you? 

WITNESS A :    And in  th is  appearance a l l  f ive members of  

the team, Detect ives that  were present  at  the f i rs t ,  the 

in i t ia l ,  the very  f i rs t  c r ime scene in  Bramley,  were a l l  

present .    So tha t  wi l l  mean i t  was mysel f ,  wi tness B and 

three other  members that  we were wi th in  Bramley.    That  

would be Sergeant  Nkosi ,  Sergeant  Mabalane and the  

member that  ca l led th is  and gave us inst ruct ion f rom the 20 

Br igadier  to  at tend the cr ime scene on the 17 t h .     

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    You say in  your  sta tement  

that  you were surpr ised by the show of  support  for  the 

accused persons.    Can you te l l  us more about  that?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioners.    When we arr ived at  
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the Vereenig ing Magist rate Court  we found that  the court  

was packed.    I t  was packed and fu l l  to  capaci ty .    And then 

we learned as we were there that  the people that  were there  

were there to support  the suspect ,  more especia l l y  Michael  

Pule Tau as he was a Pol ice Of f icer .    So there were  a lo t  o f  

people that  were there in  support  o f  h im.    

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    When you say people,  are 

you referr ing to Pol ice Of f i cers?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  we were in formed that  some of  them 

were Pol ice Of f icers,  but  we could  not  ver i f y  that ,  because 10 

they were dressed in  p la in c lo thes l ike ourselves.    You just  

get  in format ion f rom people that  were br ie f ing us that  some 

of  the people tha t  were there,  were Pol ice Of f icers  most ly  

f rom Johannesburg Centra l  Pol ice  Stat ion who were then 

the col leagues of  Michael  Pule Tau at  the t ime.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And can you descr ibe the 

mood for  us and the  behaviour  of  those people that  were in  

at tendance in  support  o f  the accused persons?  

WITNESS A :    The mood was qui te  tense and thei r  

behaviour  was not  the normal  behaviour  in  a sense that  20 

they exhib i ted the behaviour  that  wi l l  cause fear  to  us,  l ike  

threat  and a l l  that ,  Commissioners.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Can you be more speci f ic  

what  you mean by threats?  

WITNESS A :    I t  is  that  the very  same group,  one of  the  
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very same group of  people dur ing the court  ad journment  

which is  the recess,  was seen t ry ing to take p ictu res of  us 

and then we reported that  to  the  members,  our  co l leagues 

that  were wi th and then they at tended to that  s i tuat ion.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Did you consider  i t  to  be 

unusual  that  they wi l l  t ry  to  take photos of  you?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  i t  is  not  usual .    I t  is  something  that  is  

not  acceptable.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  what  e lse t ranspi red?  

You say that  you le f t  cour t .  10 

WITNESS A :    And then what  –  sor ry,  sorry,  Commissioners.     

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    P lease proceed,  Wi tness A.   

I  th ink I  in terrup ted you.    You were st i l l  expla in ing the 

conduct  of  the supporters.    

WITNESS A :    Yes,  then what  t ranspi red f rom there,  when 

we now lef t  the court ,  because we came dr iv ing in  three 

d i f ferent  s tate vehic les,  unmarked state vehic les,  and then 

when we le f t  the court  we could see that  there were a lo t  o f  

people that  were  parked at  the st reet  in  f ront  of  the court  

where  our  vehic les  were  parked.    And then we went  in to  20 

our  cars d i f ferent ly .     

 I  was dr iv ing a lone and then wi tness B was dr iv ing 

wi th the member that  has g iven us a ca l l  f rom the Br igadier  

and the two,  which is  Warrant  Of f icer  Mabalane and 

Sergeant  Nkosi  were dr iv ing in  f ron t ,  which then means that  
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I  was dr iv ing at  the back as we le f t  the court ,  dr iv ing back 

to our  of f i ce.     

 And as we were dr iv ing,  just  before we could leave 

Vereenig ing town,  I  could see tha t  there were people that  

were jo in ing us and then I  could ident i fy  that  some of  the 

t raf f ic  that  were dr iv ing were the  cars that  were parked in  

f ront  of  the court  and then I  understood i t  as,  understood 

that  as the cars that  wi l l  be long to  the people that  came to 

support  the suspects.    And as we drove a long,  I  not iced 

that  these cars were t ry ing to dr ive  us of f  the road and then 10 

I  ca l led the members that  were dr iv ing in  f ront  of  me,  which 

is  now my col leagues,  the invest igat ing of f icers,  then I  

a le r ted them of  what  was happening.    

 And then at  that  t ime,  they to ld me that  they were not  

aware,  but  then we decided that  we needed to stop   

somewhere a long the road and then d iscuss as to how we 

are going to go about  th is ,  because i t  was not  a usual  th ing 

to happen.   So we stopped l ike on the s ide of  the road,  then 

we decided that  we are not  going  to take the R59,  which 

was a normal  way that  we would use when you are coming 20 

f rom Vereenig ing,  coming to Johannesburg s ide.    

 Then we decided to use an o ld Vereenig ing route and 

then we agreed to do that ,  and that  is  what  we d id.   But  as 

we were  dr iv ing on th is  o ld Vereenig ing road,  these vehic les 

kept  dr iv ing wi th us.   They wi l l  pass us,  they wi l l  s top them,  
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they wi l l  be  at  the  back and a l l  that ,  but  we kept  dr iv ing.   At  

th is  par t icu la r  t ime,  they were now not  dr iv ing us of f  the 

road,  they were just  dr iv ing wi th us as we moved.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Now,  you say in  your 

statement  in  paragraph 29 that  you f ind that  i t  i s  unusual ,  or  

ext remely unusual  for  c iv i l ian vehic les to  fo l low Pol ice 

Of f icers.   Can you just  e laborate on that  and whether  you 

thought  that  they were c iv i l ians at  the t ime?  

WITNESS A :    Yes.   Maybe before that ,  I  wi l l  just  have to  

expla in th is  to  the Commission that  when we came to the  10 

Court ,  I  was dr iv ing a lone in  the state  vehic le.   Then 

wi tness B,  who is  the invest igat ing  of f icer  of  th is  case,  was 

dr iv ing a lone in  her  vehic le.   But  seeing what  was 

happening and her  being female,  we took a decis ion that  

she needed to have someone to dr ive wi th her ,  which is  why 

now they were two in  her  vehic le and I  was st i l l  a lone in  my 

vehic le,  just  to  g ive her  support .    

 And then coming back to the quest ion that  the 

Commission has asked,  can I  ask i t  to  be repeated?  I  have 

just  fo rgot ten.  20 

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes.   So in  paragraph 29 of  

your  statement ,  you ment ion or  you state that  i t  i s  ex t remely 

unusual  for  c iv i l ian vehic les to  fo l low Pol ice Of f icers.   I  just  

want  you to e laborate on that  and then whether  or  not  at  the 

t ime you thought  that  there were c iv i l ians that  were 
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fo l lowing you.  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  i t  is  not  a usual  th ing to see c iv i l ian 

fo l lowing or  in t imidat ing,  i f  I  may put  i t  that  way,  the  Pol ice  

Of f icers that  a re on duty.   And then at  that  g iven moment ,  

we thought  these people were c iv i l ian,  even though i f  

maybe they were Pol ice Of f icers,  but  at  that  par t icu lar  t ime 

they were not  on duty,  because I  do not  th ink that  they work 

that  s ide.   They would have been doing that  not  in  the  

capaci ty  of  them being Pol ice Of f i cers.   So we regarded to  

them as just  c iv i l ian people doing what  was abnormal  to  do  10 

to a Pol ice Of f icer  who is  doing h is  job.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   In  …[ intervenes] .  

WITNESS A :    Which is  why we took a decis ion to report  i t  

to  our  Commanders as we got  to  the of f ice.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And who d id you report  i t  to?  

WITNESS A :    We reported i t  to  our  Br igadier ,  Br igadier  

Gopane,  who is  the Head of  Organized Cr ime,  Gauteng.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sorry,  Ms Segeels.   Wi tness A,  perhaps 

le t  me take you back a b i t ,  just  to  make sure that  I  d id  not  

mishear you.   In  paragraph 28,  r ight  at  the end,  the last  20 

sentence,  where you speak about  devis ing a p lan to get  r id  

of  these vehic les  that  were fo l lowing you,  I  understood you 

to say,  and I  am just  checking  that  d id  I  hear  you proper ly ,  

to  say you decided to use the o ld Vereenig ing Road and 

these vehic les were st i l l  fo l lowing you,  but  they d id,  they 
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were dr iv ing wi th  you,  but  d id not  t ry  to  dr ive you of f  the 

road.   Did I  hear  you proper ly?  

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So where the statement  says they st i l l  

fo l lowed us and t r ied to dr ive us of f  the road,  that  is  not  

correct?  

WITNESS A :    No,  Commissioner,  I  th ink that  one wi l l  be at  

when we le f t  the court .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  see.   Not  on the new road,  the  

a l ternat ive road that  you took.  10 

WITNESS A :    No,  no,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you for  the 

c la r i f icat ion,  Commissioner Baloyi .   Wi tness A,  you were 

deal ing wi th the  report  to  Br igadier  Gopane about  th is  

inc ident  and in  your  report ,  in  your  statement ,  you say that  

i t  was not  ser ious ly pursued.   What  do you mean by that?  

WITNESS A :    In  my statement ,  I  mean that  i t  was not  

ser iously pursued in  a way that  we were just  to ld  to  be 

carefu l ,  which I  mean i t  was just  s ta r te rs to  say,  be carefu l  20 

where you are dr iv ing.   But  we were g iv ing more members  

to t ransport  now the suspects f rom di f ferent  cour ts.   They 

were not  us ing,  because normal ly  they wi l l  use the van f rom 

respect ive stat ions to courts,  but  i t  was not  l i ke that .    

 I t  was,  they were g iv ing a dedicated team to t ransport  
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them, seeing tha t  they are,  what  is  the word,  h igh -prof i le  

suspects.   And then in i t ia l ly ,  we were to ld just  to  take care 

of  our  movements as  we d id our  invest igat ion or  as we 

moved to court .  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Now,  in  your  statement ,  you 

a lso say that :  

 “The fact  that  i t  was not  taken 

ser iously or  pursued ser iously is  not  a  

cr i t i c ism of  Br igadier  Gopane. ”  

 And then you say that :  10 

 “ I t  is  merely to  ind icate that  i t  was one 

of  those inc idents  that  d is tu rbed us but  

not  enough for  us to  escalate  the  

mat ter  beyond a  verbal  report  to  our  

Commander. ”  

 And you say:  

 “This i s  because in  any event  at  the  

t ime that  I  suspected that  i t  was just  

d isgrunt led col leagues of  Tau who were  

upset  that  we had arrested one of  the i r  20 

own.”  

 So I  just  want  to  f ind out  f rom you at  that  s tage was i t  

just  the Johannesburg Centra l  Pol ice Of f icers that  were in  

at tendance that  day that  had g iven you that  sense that  you,  

the unnerv ing sense,  o r  was i t  spread th roughout  the SAPS 
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a t  that  s tage?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioners,  a t  th is  s tage we 

understood i t  to  be only concent rated to h is  co l leagues at  

the stat ions as we bel ieved i t ,  and then we t reated i t  as  

such unt i l  much la ter  that  we saw that  i t  is  wider  than that .   

So we were only concerned about  i t  a t  that  level .  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  and …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    You can complete i f  you were st i l l  

deal ing wi th th is  paragraph.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes.   I  wanted you to just  10 

then,  I  th ink Commissioner Baloyi  and I  had the same idea,  

for  you to comple te paragraph 30 and perhaps you can do i t  

and read i t  yoursel f  where i t  says “ in  my mind” .   Do you 

have i t?  

WITNESS A :    Yes.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Can you read i t?  

WITNESS A :    - :  

 “Then I  was just  saying in  my mind I  

would not  imagine a c iv i l ian doing 

something l ike what  was done tha t  day 20 

to a Pol ice Of f icer  that  was doing thei r  

of f ic ia l  dut ies. ”  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wi tness A …[ intervenes] .  

WITNESS A :    And then -  yes,  Commissioner?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  you can complete your answer.  
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WITNESS A :    And then th is  was the beginning,  as we 

understood i t  then,  of  the ongoing at tempts that  were done 

to the invest igat ing team.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight ,  le t  me ask my quest ion then.   

The,  on the f i rs t ,  on th is  f i rs t  appearance,  were charges put  

to  Mr Tau?  Sorry ,  I  forget  h is  t i t le .    

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Warrant  Of f icer .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    To Warrant  Of f icer  Tau.   Was i t  put  to  

h im what  i t  is  that  he was being charged wi th?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  a l l  three of  them, Commissioner.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    So i f  you are  correct  that  the  people  

that  were at tempt ing to dr ive you o f f  the road and fo l lowing 

you,  at  that  point  they would have heard what  the charge 

was that  Warrant  Of f icer  Tau was accused of .  

WITNESS A :    That  would be the  case,  because they were 

present  at  the court .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   And so they would st i l l  have 

unnerved you and t r ied to dr ive you of f  the road,  members 

of  the SAPS,  knowing and having heard what  he is  accused 

of .  20 

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Ms Segeels.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Commissioner  

Baloyi .   Then Wi tness A,  i f  we can go to page 9  of  your  

statement ,  you star t  a  new topic there,  and i t  is  t i t led “ In i t ia l  
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Links to Kat iso Molefe in  the Swart  Murder” .   Now,  can you 

just  e laborate on what  was the basis for  these l inks,  how 

did i t  s tar t  out?  

WITNESS A :    These l inks star ted out  as the invest igat ions 

cont inued in  th is  murder.   In i t ia l ly ,  we had those three 

people that  were ar rested for  the murder of  Armand Swart .   

And then when we d id our  in i t ia l  invest igat ion in  what  wi l l  

be termed as ce l lphone communicat ion  invest igat ion,  we 

could see that  there was actual ly  a person behind the  

murder who was h igh up and who was actual ly  order ing the 10 

h i t  o f  Armand Swart  and then that  person was in i t ia l l y  

ident i f ied as Kat iso Molefe,  who was then la ter  ar rested in  

th is  case.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  can I  just  ask  you,  in  

so fa r  as the cel lphone records are concerned,  what  data  

d id you have avai lab le to  you to make these l inks and f rom 

which cel lphones are we ta lk ing about?  

WITNESS A :    We had cal l  data record and then our  

locat ions of  a l l  three cel lphones,  actual ly ,  a l l  f ive 

ce l lphones that  were recovered dur ing the arrest ,  that  wi l l  20 

be the ones that  were recovered in  Bramley and the one 

that  was recovered in  K l ipr iv ie r .   But  the phone that  came 

wi th a lo t  o f  in format ion in ,  as so fa r  as l ink ing  Kat iso 

Molefe was the phone of  Michael  Pule Tau,  because I t  was 

seen on the records of  h is  phone that  i t  was h im that  was 
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communicat ing a lo t  wi th  Kat iso Molefe.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Now,  can I  just  ask you,  

insofar  as the data is  concerned,  you ment ioned in  

paragraph 33 o f  your  statement  that  there was data 

analys is.   You a lso refer red to Sect ion 205 subpoenas.   Can 

you just  expla in the d i f fe rence between the two,  because 

there is  a reference to downloaded in format ion and Sect ion 

205 obta ined in format ion.  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioners.   In  our  ce l lphone 

invest igat ion,  i f  I  can just  g ive a br ie f  o f  what  we do,  we 10 

would,  i f  we are lucky to have the number of  the person that  

we are invest igat ing,  we wi l l  ask for  the cal l  record  of  the 

per iod that  wi l l  su i t  the invest igat ion to see who he was 

communicat ing wi th maybe,  and the tower locat ions,  which  

would be the movement  of  the phone in  re lat ion to the 

suspect  as wel l .   And then the other  par t  wi l l  be 

downloading the data f rom the actual  phone,  which wi l l  then 

mean that  you take the phone to the expert  to  download the 

data for  you and then they g ive you the raw data f rom which  

you wi l l  have to analyse and take i t  f rom there in  as far  as 20 

doing your l inkages.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  and before  we go to 

some of  those l inkages,  you do say that  you do not  want  to  

go in to too much deta i l ,  th is  is  at  paragraph 33 of  your  

statement ,  so as  not  to  compromise the in tegr i ty  of  the 
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ongoing invest iga t ion.   I  assume th is  is  on the  same basis  

as ear l ier  on,  that  the mat ter  i s  s t i l l  in  cour t .   Am I  correct?  

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And I f  we can a lso g ive 

context  to  the in format ion that  we are about  to  look at ,  th is  

is  just  insofar  as  the in format ion that  was avai lab le  to  the  

team in ear ly  May 2024.   So you are not  speaking about  

in format ion at  th is  point ,  but  as what  you had at  that  t ime in  

May 2024.  

WITNESS A :     That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.  10 

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  can we then star t  wi th  

what  is  set  out  in  paragraph 33.1 of  your  statement ,  where  

you deal  wi th  the l inks that  you could see on the  12 t h  o f  

Apr i l ,  f rom informat ion on the 12 t h  o f  Apr i l  2024,  which  

would have been f ive days before the murder.   And we are,  

in  th is  regard,  Commissioners,  refer r ing to the in format ion 

at  WA1 of  the statement ,  which s tar ts  at  page 42,  and we 

wi l l  a lso pro ject  the redacted vers ion,  but  yours is  not  

redacted.    

 And Witness A,  i f  I  could,  we are going to  20 

screenshare,  i f  I  could ask you to only deal  wi th  the  vers ion  

that  i s  on the screen,  because tha t  is  the redacted vers ion.   

And the f i rs t  is  that  you say on the  12 t h  o f  Apr i l ,  2024,  f ive 

days before the murder,  one Tau receives a ca l l  f rom Mr   

Kat iso Molefe at  11:36.   There is  a  durat ion  of  119 seconds.   
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And 2,  he makes a ca l l ,  th is  is  Tau makes a ca l l  to  Molefe 

at  11:43 of  a  durat ion of  14 seconds and ar r ives at  Molefe,  

th is  is  Tau arr ives at  Molefe 's  home short ly  thereaf te r  at  

12:36.   Now,  before you go to the,  what  i s  on the  screen,  

can I  just  ask you how did you know that  i s  Molefe 's  number 

i f  you d id not  have h is ce l lphone at  the t ime?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioner .   Before we cou ld star t  

and doing our  appl icat ions and maybe phone downloads and 

everyth ing in  te rms of  doing a ce l lphone communicat ion  

invest igat ion,  we wi l l  do our  background check and then,  10 

which is  where  we get  the in format ion that  we wi l l  ca l l  the 

in te l l igent  in fo rmat ion.   So at  the  background we a l ready 

had Kat iso Molefe 's  ce l lphone number.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So you were able to  

establ ish that  when we are ta lk ing about  the  dates on 12 

Apr i l  2024,  that  i t  was sent  and received f rom a Mr Kat iso  

Molefe based on the number,  not  just  on the name that  i s  

saved as Kat iso Molefe on the phone.   You actual ly  ver i f ied  

that  the number is  h is  number.  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  the  number su i ts  the number that  we 20 

had fo r  our  in te l l igent  purposes.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  thank you.   Can we 

now …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Can we,  I  am very sorry.   Can we take a  

5 minute adjournment  for  something urgent  we want  to  
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a t tend to.   Let  us adjourn.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   

Wi tness A,  are you there?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioners ,  I  am here.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Wi tness A,  we were deal ing 

wi th paragraph 33.1 of  your  statement .   I f  you can just  te l l  

us what  i t  is  that  you want  to  te l l  the Commissioners about  

the l ink on the 12 t h  o f  Apr i l  2024 between Mr Tau and Mr  10 

Molefe.  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioners,  th is  wi l l  be  a ca l l  

record that  was,  that  shows that  on the 12 t h  o f  Apr i l  2024, 

that  i s  f ive days before the murder,  Michael  Pu le Tau 

received a  ca l l  f rom Mr Kat iso Molefe on 11:38 and then the  

durat ion of  the cal l  was 119 seconds.   And then Michael  

Pule Tau makes a ca l l  to  Molefe at  11:43,  which was a 

durat ion of  14 seconds.   And then Michael  Pule Tau arr ives 

at  Molefe ’s house in  12:16.    

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    We are just  f l ight ing the  20 

second one,  which is  at  12:16 minutes,  as you say.   And 

what  is  i t  that ,  what  is  i t  that  we see there where you say i t  

is  a t  12:16?  

WITNESS A :    We are seeing the vehic le,  which is  the 

Mercedes-Benz V iano,  that  was la ter  l inked to Tau dur ing 
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ar rest ,  a rr i v ing at  the house of  Kat iso Molefe on the  12 t h  o f  

Apr i l  2024,  12:16.    

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And then i f  we go to the next  

one,  i t  is  33.2,  you speak about  the  13 t h  o f  Apr i l  2024.  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  on th is  one,  the 13 t h  o f  Apr i l  2024,  Tau 

then received a message f rom Molefe wi th the name and 

cel lphone number  of  the person who was ident i f ied  as an 

employee for  the company cal led Q -Tech in  Vereenig ing.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    When you say …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON ;    Sorry,  Wi tness A .   When you say that ,  or  10 

when you say w i th the name and cel lphone number of  

someone,  what  do you mean?  Do you mean th is  message 

ment ioned th is  ce l lphone number and person?  

WITNESS A :    I  mean,  th is  message was g iv ing the name 

and the cel l ,  and the cel lphone number of  th is  person who 

is  ident i f ied  as an employee at  Q -Tech.   But  now the  deta i l s  

of  such are not  going to be d isc losed to the Commission.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Commissioners wi l l  see that  

on page 44 of  your  bundle,  which w i l l  have the deta i l s  under  

text ,  would have the actual  text ,  but  i t  is  redacted for  the 20 

publ ic .   I t  is  redacted for  the publ ic ,  but  on page 44 where i t  

says text ,  12:59,  in  the WhatsApp chats i t  wi l l  have a  

co lumn that  says text ,  and that  w i l l  be the text  that  was 

actual ly  in  the WhatsApp.   And what  the wi tness is  saying is  

that  the name and cel lphone number that  is  ref lected in  the  
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b lock next  to  tex t  was the text  that  was actual ly  received 

f rom Mr Tau,  sorry,  f rom Mr Molefe  to  Mr Tau.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can the wi tness,  can he just  conf i rm 

that?  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes.   That  is  what  the  

witness had said …[ intervenes] .  

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct .  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    I  am just  conf i rming that  you 

can actual ly  see i t  on your screen,  whereas the  publ ic  

cannot .   Then i f  we can then go to the next  one,  i t  is  a t  10 

33.3.2,  2 .2 on page 10.  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioner .   Then on th is  one,  i t  is  

seen that  Tau t r ied to get  more in format ion about  th is  

person that  was g iven to h im by Kat iso f rom a person cal led  

Lerato.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Do you know who Lerato is?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Lerato was ident i f ied and was 

in terv iewed and the statement  was obta ined f rom her to  

conf i rm what  I  have just  sa id at  paragraph 33.2.2,  that  she 

was indeed requested by Tau to  ident i fy  the person who 20 

works for  Q-Tech.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  and then at  33.2.3?  

WITNESS A :    In  that  one,  Tau sends a message to Molefe  

asking:  

 “Abut i ,  p lease send me that  company 's 
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name again?”  

 So I  wi l l  assume that  at  th is  par t icu lar  t ime he was,  

he just  needed conf i rmat ion f rom Kat iso Molefe to  send h im  

the in format ion of  the company or  the name of  the company 

again,  which is  Q-Tech.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And then at  33.2.4,  you deal  

wi th  the response to that  e -mai l .   Can you deal  wi th  that?  

WITNESS A :    The response was that  Molefe then d id  

indeed send the name of  the company,  which is  Q -Tech.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And can you jus t  on the  10 

screen for  the record read the  date and t ime of  that  

message?  

WITNESS A :    I t  is  18 Apr i l  2024,  14:39.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you.   And then at  

33.2.5.  

WITNESS A :    A t  33.5,  Tau makes a ca l l  to  Molefe and a lso  

received a ca l l  f rom Molefe  at  16:34,  whi le  Tau’s vehic le i s  

spot ted …[ intervenes] .  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    No,  you are on –  sor ry,  

Wi tness A,  we at  33.2.5,  not  33.5.   I t  is  s t i l l  on the  13 t h  o f  20 

Apr i l .   

WITNESS A :    Oh,  sor ry,  I  am too far .   

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes,  33.2.5,  yes.  

WITNESS A :    Yes.   My apology,  Commissioners.   33.2.5:  

 “Tau is  seen forwarding these photos 
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f rom the Internet  of  two Q -Tech 

employees to Molefe wi th  the message,  

“ th is  must  be them”. ”  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  and then i f  we go to 

the 14 t h  o f  Apr i l  a t  33.3.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight ,  Maybe before we do that ,  i f  

you go back to 33.2.1,  Wi tness A,  in  the last ,  in  the second 

last  l ine,  which s tar ts ,  “Molefe appears to  have be l ieved”,  

you see that?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  I  am on that ,  Commissioner.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  so that  f i rs t  sentence that  reads:  

 “Molefe appears to  have bel ieved that  

th is  person is  a whist leb lower in  

respect  of  the  a l leged f raud and 

corrupt ion re lated to a Transnet  

cont ract  …”  

 When you say th is ,  where does th is  appear f rom? 

Remember d iscussing the WhatsApp message and then you 

say i t  appears to ,  Molefe appears to  have bel ieved that  the 

person was a whist leb lower.   Where does th is  appear f rom 20 

in  the WhatsApp message or  other  mater ia l?  

WITNESS A :    I  th ink th is  ta lks to  the in format ion that  we 

had as we moved on wi th the invest igat ion.   The “appear”  

means that  he was of  the bel ie f  tha t  the person that  he was 

sending to Tau was a whist leb lower.  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

WITNESS A :    Because now we had knowledge as we 

moved wi th the invest igat ion and that  actual ly  th is  person 

was not  a whist leb lower.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   And then the second par t  o f  that  

paragraph,  you say:  

 “The cont ractor  a l leged to  be  

commit t ing the f raud is  a company …”  

 And you g ive the name of  the company that  you 

say,  SK Group.   This i s  the f i rs t  t ime i t  i s  ment ioned and I  10 

am not  sure whether  you d iscuss fur ther  in  your  sta tement ,  

you are going to ta lk  more  about  th is  g roup,  but  i t  is  not  in  

the WhatsApp message unless I  have missed i t .   So I  am 

t ry ing to understand where th is  comes f rom,  th is  

in format ion.  

WITNESS A :    You are cor rect ,  Commissioner,  i t  is  not .   

This is  now f rom our invest igat ion ,  and I  do agree that  we 

actual ly  needed to have g iven a l i t t le  background of  th is  SK 

Group.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  20 

WITNESS A :    But  as i t  has been declared before,  that  more 

of  the in format ion  wi l l  be a touch and go,  because i t  ta lks to  

the invest igat ion that  is  ongoing on th is  case and maybe on 

the other  para l le l  invest igat ion on th is  case.   Maybe for  

purposes of  th is  exerc ise of  th is  Commission,  I  wi l l  just  
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ment ion to the Commission that  th is  SK group was a 

middleman,  i f  I  may just  use tha t  name,  that  was buying  

f rom Q-Tech on behal f  o f  Transnet  and then i t  was learned 

that  th is  SK group was in f la t ing pr ices way h igher than what  

i t  was receiv ing the product  f rom Q -Tech fo r ,  which then 

would mean th is  perceived whist leb lower would report  the  

SK group to Transnet  and other  bodies to say there  is  

i r regular i t ies happening here,  just  to  g ive a br ie f  descr ip t ion 

of  what  happened to Commissioners.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  10 

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Commissioner  

Baloyi .   This ev idence wi l l  be led by wi tness B.    

ADV BALOYI :    A l l  r ight .   And then maybe last ly  f rom me,  

and th is  i s  more for  you,  Ms Segee ls,  not  necessar i l y  to  be  

done now,  that  way you have refer red to the annexures,  can 

we just  make sure that  the page numbers are a lso referred  

to so that  they ref lect  on the record,  because I  th ink we 

referred to these WhatsApp exchanges wi thout  page 

number ing them.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Wi l l  do.   Thank you.  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    We are now at  33.3,  Wi tness 

A.   Can you just  read that  paragraph for  us regard ing the  

14 t h  o f  Apr i l .  

WITNESS A :    33.3?  



    20 OCTOBER 2025 – DAY 14 
 

Page 75  o f  169  

 

 

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes.  

WITNESS A :    On 33.3:  

 “On the 14 t h  o f  Apr i l  a t  3 :27,  Tau sends 

a message to Molefe,  which reads,  “We 

are here” ,  and then at  the same t ime,  

Tau’s phone GPRS connects to  a tower  

2 k i lometres  f rom Q -Tech’s of f ices  in  

Vereenig ing,  and that  is  at  15:29. ”  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And that  is  on page 48 and 

49 of  the annexure bundle.   And then i f  you can go to 33.4.  10 

WITNESS A :    A t  33.4:  

 “Tau receives a  forwarded ownership  

check,  which is  a fo rwarded message 

on h is phone f rom Molefe,  which is  an 

ownership check of f  o f  vehic le  

regist rat ion numbers. ”  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And for  that ,  i t  is  page 50,  

51,  page 50 and 51 of  the annexure bundle.   So i f  I  can 

understand what  you are saying is  that  Mr Tau is  receiv ing 

f rom Mr  Molefe  forwarded ownership checks for  three 20 

regist rat ion numbers.   Were you able to  conf i rm what  those 

vehic le regist rat ion numbers re late to?  Are they in  any way 

re lated to anyone at  Q -Tech? 

WITNESS A :    No,  they were not  connected to anyone at  Q -

Tech.   
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ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  cont inue at  33.5.  

WITNESS A :    33 .5,  that  is  now on the 16 t h  o f  Apr i l ,  which  

wi l l  be the day before the murder.   And then,  can I  just  jump 

to 33.5.1?  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes,  you may,  and wi th  

reference to page 52 of  the annexure bundle.  

WITNESS A :    Yes.  

 “Tau makes a ca l l  to  Molefe and he 

also receive a ca l l  f rom Molefe at  

16:34,  whi le  Tau’s vehic le i s  spot ted on 10 

CCTV footage at  Q-Tech’s of f ices at  

16:39. ”  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    I f  I  can just  understand what  

you are saying is  that  at  the t ime that  Mr Tau makes a ca l l  

to  Mr Molefe at  16:31 and receives a ca l l  f rom Mr Molefe at  

16:34,  h is  vehic le is ,  h is  ce l lphone is  spot ted to  be 2  

k i lomet res wi th in the towers that  is  c lose to Q -Tech,  wi th in  

2 k i lometres of  a  tower that  is  c lose to Q -Tech.   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  but  for  the purposes of  th is  paragraph,  

i t  is  actual ly  h is  physica l  motor  vehic le on the CCTV 20 

footage that  was ret r ieved f rom Q -Tech.   

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So i t  is  the footage at  16:39 

on the 16 t h  o f  Apr i l .  

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Cont inue.   And we are now 
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on page 11 at  33.5.2.  

WITNESS A :    - :  

 “At  33.5.2 at  21:22,  Tau’s vehic le 

ar r ived at  Molefe ’s house at  a round 

21:36. ”  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And that  is  on page 53 of  the  

annexures.   And you say that  the V iano ar r ives  at  Mr 

Molefe 's  house at  21:22 on the evening before the murder.  

WITNESS A :    Yes.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.    10 

WITNESS A :    And then i t  le f t  there  at  21:36.    

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   And then i f  we can go 

to 33.6 and,  on the 17 t h ,  th is  i s  now the day of  the  murder,  

and i t  is ,  the reference for  the annexures is  54,  page 54.  

WITNESS A :    Yes.    

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes.  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioners ,  can I  carry on?  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes,  you may.  

WITNESS A :    So on 33.6:  

 “On the 17 t h  o f  Apr i l  a t  8 ,  the whi te 20 

Honda that  was found at  Musa 's house 

dur ing arrest  …” [ in tervenes] .  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    You may read i t ,  Wi tness A.  

WITNESS A :    The whole paragraph?   

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes.  
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WITNESS A :    I t  says:  

 “On 17 Apr i l  2024 at  8:04,  the whi te i20  

ar r ives at  Kekana 's house in  Q at  8:12.   

Cel lphone act iv i t y  resumes at  8 :17.   

And then at  a round that  t ime,  Tau 

sends a message to Molefe say ing,  

“Morning,  abut i ,  re  sharp” ,  which  was 

then t ranslated to say “morning,  

brother ,  we are okay” .    

 This in fe rence I  draw to th is ,  I  draw the in ference 10 

that  f rom the t iming of  the message,  and the fact  that  there  

was no message that  p receded i t ,  i t  was h im te l l ing h im that  

they went  good in  Vereenig ing and they are not  a rrested 

and they are back.   So i t  was just  g iv ing them, he was just  

g iv ing Molefe in format ion that  wherever they are,  they are  

okay,  for  h im not  to  wor ry.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And i f  we can just  p lace the 

t iming in  context .   The murder of  Mr Armand Swart  occurred 

at ,  just  a f ter  7 in  Vereenig ing and th is  i s  now at  8 :17,  an 

hour and some minutes la ter ,  but  they are  back in  20 

Johannesburg.   This is  happening in  Johannesburg,  th is  

conversat ion,  o r  the WhatsApp is  being sent  when Mr Tau is  

in  Johannesburg.  

WITNESS A :    That  i s  correct .   A lso,  what  we understood 

about  th is  was that  when they ar r ived at  Musa 's house in  
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the morning,  they swi tched thei r  personal  phones of f  and 

they le f t ,  which could then mean that  the i r  phones were le f t  

a t  Q and then they went  to  Vereenig ing and commi t ted the 

cr ime and then came back and that  was only when thei r  

phone came back on again.    

 And then maybe they were doing th is  so that  they 

cannot  be connected to a cr ime scene by thei r  personal  

phones,  which is  why they were using the two burner  

phones that  I  spoke about  ear l ier  on.  because wi th them 

there is  in fo rmat ion that  we have that  puts both  of  the 10 

phones in  the v ic in i ty  of  Vereenig ing  dur ing the commission  

of  c r ime.   And there is  a lso in format ion that  te l l s  us that  

they were communicat ing between themselves,  these two 

burner  phones.    

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And what  about  the  V iano? 

You have spoken about  the i20,  and we know f rom your  

ear l ie r  ev idence that  the V iano was at  Mr Kekana 's  house, 

was parked at  Mr Kekana's house.  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioners,  can I  address 

paragraph 34 in  that  regard?  20 

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    You may.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Before you do that ,  in  34.4,  and what  I  

am going to ask appl ies to  the o ther  messages.   In  34.4 

…[intervenes] .  

WITNESS A :    Yes.  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    You say on 15,  rather ,  33.4,  I  beg your  

pardon,  33.4,  you say:  

 “On 15 Apr i l  2024,  Tau received a  

forwarded ownership check for  vehic les  

regist rat ion number. ”  

 And that  document  is  at  page …[ intervenes] .  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    50 and 51.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Page?  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    50 and 51.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  i t  is  a t  page 50 and 51.   Now,  in  10 

the body of  those documents,  where  do we see that  th is  was 

f rom Mr Molefe,  o r  f rom Mr Pule?  I  know at  the top you say 

receives a forwarded ownership check at  51 fo r  that  vehic le 

f rom Kat iso Molefe,  but  what  is  i t  in  the body that  te l ls  us 

that ,  or  that  indeed conf i rms you that  a l l  these exchanges 

were in  the  way that  you descr ibe i t ,  i t  was f rom Molefe to  

Tau and so on.   And I  th ink i t  i s  a  quest ion that  I  th ink 

should be c lar i f ied a lso.   Ms Segeels,  you may want  to  do i t  

when we come back f rom lunch,  but  I  th ink your WhatsApp 

messages needs to show us tha t  indeed what  is  in  the  20 

capt ion at  the top is  conf i rmed by the body of  the  

WhatsApp.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Commissioner Baloy i ,  do you 

want  the wi tness to …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    He can for  now deal  wi th  the  speci f ic  
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quest ion that  I  have asked,  and then the rest  I  wi l l  leave to 

you to decide how you,  when you are going to address i t .   

So Wi tness A,  33 .4,  you are referr ing,  I  have been d i rected 

to 50 and 51,  and you say th is  is  ownership check received 

f rom Molefe.   Where do we,  how do we see that  in  the body 

of  these documents?  Where do we see that  th is  is  f rom Mr 

Molefe being sent  to  Mr Tau and i t  may wel l  be a reference 

to the i r  te lephone numbers.   I  do not  know how you ident i fy  

them.   

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Wi tness A,  you are muted,  10 

so I  am not  sure  i f  you are speaking and we cannot  hear  

you.  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioner.   I  was just  t ry ing  to look 

at  my pages here so  that  they do not  make noise to the 

microphone.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Did  you hear the  quest ion? 

The quest ion is ,  when you look a t  page 50,  for  example,  

and there is  a  reference that  there was a forwarded 

message f rom Mr Molefe to  Mr Tau,  how do we see 

…[intervenes] .  20 

WITNESS A :    Oh,  yes.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    That  that  i s  indeed the case 

f rom the message,  the in format ion on the message i tse l f?  

WITNESS A :    Oh,  yes,  that  we get  i t  f rom the downloads of  

the phone of  Tau,  and then when you read i t ,  i t  w i l l  te l l  you 



    20 OCTOBER 2025 – DAY 14 
 

Page 82  o f  169  

 

 

i f  the message was,  i t  wi l l  te l l  you of  the nature of  the  

message.   I t  wi l l  show you that  the message is  f rom th is  

source,  but  i t  came to h im as a forwarded message in  

WhatsApp.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And can you just  d i rect  the  

Commissioners to  where on that  page 50 we would see 

that?  I  can see i t ,  but  we want  you to ident i fy  i t  for  us.  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  i f  you look at  the same page,  at  the top 

i t  is  wr i t ten “ text ” ,  and you go down there,  i t  te l ls  you the 

status  of  the message.   Then i t  shows that  forwarded,  which 10 

wi l l  then mean that  the nature of  the message,  i t  came f rom 

the source,  but  i t  was forwarded to them.  So i t  i s  wr i t ten 

there as forwarded.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Should I  go ahead?  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight .   There is ,  Wi tness A,  looking  

at  that  same shot ,  there is  a number …[ intervenes] .  

WITNESS A :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    WhatsApp ID number.   There is  the f i rs t  20 

WhatsApp ID number.   I t  is  an 083 number.   And then there  

is  a second one,  WhatsApp ID number,  i t  is  an  072 number.   

Are those numbers helpfu l  to  expla in th is  fo rwarding or  

sending,  who sends who?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  the 083 wi l l  be the number of  Mr Molefe,  
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then the 072 wi l l  be the number of ,  wi l l  be the number of  

Tau.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight .   Yes,  and …[ intervenes] .  

WITNESS A :    I  am saying th is ,  Commissioners,  as I  am 

also reading,  which is  why somet imes I  just  cut .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sorry,  say that  again,  Wi tness A?  

WITNESS A :    I  am saying that  I  was just  making an excuse 

that  I  am saying  th is  as I  am reading on what  is  being 

d isp layed on the screen.   That  is  why somet imes I  cut  when 

I  ta lk .  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   A l l  r ight .   A l l  r ight ,  no,  thank you.   

Then the same numbers appear in  page 51,  that  083 number 

and 072 number in  both shots in  page 51,  and you say that  

i s  Mr Molefe and Mr Tau’s numbers respect ive ly.   Thank 

you.   Thank you,  Ms Segeels.  

WITNESS A :    Thank you,  Commissioners.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   

So we had deal t  wi th  33.6 and then you say,  can you just  

te l l  us about  paragraph 34,  where  you deal  wi th  addi t ional  

survei l lance in format ion and cel lphone records,  which is  not  20 

before the Commission,  but  just  so  to complete the p icture  

at  paragraph 34.  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  paragraph 34?  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes.  

WITNESS A :    - :  
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 “Then in  addi t ion,  the survei l lance 

in format ion before and on the day of  

the murder revea led that  Tau’s V iano 

was at  and near the of f ice park where  

Swart  was murdered and i t  appears  

that  whoever was dr iv ing the vehic le  

was scout ing the  p lace.   And then the 

cel lphone records and the vehic le  

t racking in format ion and the CCTV 

camera footage agree to th is  and are 10 

at tached as for  Wi tness B to ta lk  more 

about . ”  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes,  I  just  wanted to c la r i fy  

paragraph 34,  and you must  just  conf i rm th is  for  the 

Commissioners,  i s  that  the sentence should in  fact  read that  

the survei l lance in format ion before  and af ter  the day of  the  

murder revealed that  the V iano was at  or  near the,  and near  

the of f i ce park,  not  on the day of  the murder.    

WITNESS A :    Yes,  that  i s  cor rec t .   That  wi l l  conf i rm that  

th is  vehic le was used to survey e i ther  the cr ime scene or  20 

maybe to survey the v ic t im who is  Mr Swart  as wel l .  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Wi tness A.   And 

then i f  you could …[ intervenes] .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Before you move on,  you say the 

survei l lance in format ion before and af te r  the day,  and then 
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you refer  us to  WA1.   Can we look at  that  WA1 and see 

where does i t  convey what  you say in  that  paragraph 34.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes.   Commissioner ,  I  just  

ind icated now tha t  in format ion about  the V iano i tse l f  is  not  

before the Commission.   The WA1 refers to  everyth ing that  

has been deal t  wi th  under 33  and 34,  but  the V iano 

in format ion,  unfor tunate ly,  is  not  before us to demonst rate 

that  the V iano was there before the,  was at  the scene 

before the murder,  that  in format ion is  not  before the  

Commission.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  so WA1 correct ly  speaks to the 

12 t h  o f  Apr i l .  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    I t  speaks to the 12 t h ,  the 

13 t h ,  a l l  o f  the dates,  but  in  re lat ion to the i20 and the  

Mercedes-Benz C200,  not  the V iano.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  thank you.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Maybe th is  is  for  the wi tness and not  

you then,  Ms Segeels,  what  do we make of  the shots on 

page 52 of  our  bundle?  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes.  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Wi th speci f i c  reference to the  date of  

16 Apr i l  2024.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Let  me just  see.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Wi tness A,  are you on page 52?  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Yes,  can I  just  
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…[intervenes] .  

WITNESS A :    I  am on page 52,  Commissioners.   

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Ja.   Can I  just  c la r i fy ,  

Commissioner  Khumalo,  the cor rect  s tatement  should be 

that  the cel lphone records and the vehic le t racking  

in format ion re lates to the,  the t racking in format ion re lates 

to the i20 and the Mercedes-Benz C200,  CCTV footage 

would inc lude the i20,  the V iano and the C200.   But  the  

statement  st i l l  remains that  i t  is ,  the V iano is  not  on the day 

of  the murder.    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Are you refer r ing to  the last  sentence of  

34? 

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Cor rect ,  Chai r .   I t  is  that  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  re -state what  you said just  now 

about  that  sentence.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    So there is  in format ion that  

re lates to the day of  the murder and that  would be in  

re lat ion to the i20 and the C200,  not  the V iano.   There is  

in format ion pre -dat ing the murder,  and that  would re late to  20 

the i20 and,  to  the V iano and the Mercedes -Benz.   Not ,  ja ,  

the V iano and the  Mercedes -Benz.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Let  me rather  ask the wi tness the  

quest ion.   Wi tness A …[ intervenes] .  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioner.  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    Is  there CCTV footage of  the V iano in  

Vereenig ing on the 17 t h  o f  Apr i l  2024,  which is  the  date of  

the murder?  

WITNESS A :    No.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Is  there CCTV footage of  the  Hyundai  

i20 at  Vereenig ing on the date of  the murder,  that  being 17 

Apr i l  2024?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioners .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    A l l  r ight .    

CHAIRPERSON :    In  the f i rs t  sentence of  34 we must  delete  10 

the words “and on” .   Let  me just ,  the survei l lance 

in format ion before the day of  the murder.   So we delete the 

“and on” .   

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Cor rect .   Correct ,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioners.   Thank you for  that  

correct ion.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And then,  Wi tness A,  i f  we 

can then deal  w i th  that  footage insofar  as the V iano is 

concerned before  the murder,  i f  you go to page 52 of  the  20 

bundle.  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioners .   This wi l l  now be on the 

16 t h  o f  Apr i l ,  16:39,  which is  the  day before Mr Armand 

Swart  was k i l led.   This V iano that  belongs to Tau is  p icked 

up dr iv ing in  f ront  of  the Q -Tech company by the  CCTV 
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cameras at  that  t ime that  I  have jus t  g iven,  which is  16:39.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Now,  what  was the  V iano 

doing in  the area on the 16 t h ,  the day before the murder?  

WITNESS A :    My understanding,  i t  wi l l  be that  they were 

f ina l i z ing thei r  survei l lance.  as the  murder was going to be 

commit ted the fo l lowing morning.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And in  your  exper ience as an 

invest igator ,  what  is  the reason why would the V iano not  be 

there on the day of  the murder?  Why would  i t  not  be used 

to t ransport  the h i tmen to the murder scene on the day?  10 

WITNESS A :    I  th ink th is,  i t  wi l l  be for  the suspect  no t  to  be 

easi ly  l inked to the cr ime scene because th is  motor  vehic le  

is  l inked to Tau,  i t  be longs to Tau,  and then i t  was seen 

survei l l ing  the cr ime scene before the murder.   So using i t  

again on the cr ime of  scene i t  was going to make i t  easy.   

for  whoever was going to do invest igat ion to connect  th is  

motor  vehic le wi th the cr ime and which was a lso going to 

make i t  easy for  the invest igators to  connect  the cr ime to 

the person who owns the motor  vehic le who is  Tau.   So I  

th ink i t  was th is  was a l l  p revalent .  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    In  that  page 52,  Wi tness A,  you,  and 

going back to the paragraph in  your  statement ,  you,  at  

33.5.1,  you say:  

 “At  16:31,  Tau makes a ca l l  to  Molefe 

and receives a  ca l l  f rom Mole fe at  
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16:34 whi le  Tau's  vehic le i s  spot ted on 

CCTV footage a t  Q-Tech of f ices at  

16:39. ”  

 And then you go to page 32.   At  the bot tom of  that  

p ic ture that  you have just  spoken to,  52,  yes,  at  52,  you 

have got  those headings,  makes a  ca l l  to  083 and then in  

brackets you say Molefe,  and then receives a ca l l ,  where  in  

these two documents,  16:31 and 16:34,  do we see that  the 

cal l  i s ,  in  the f i rs t  one is  f rom Tau to Molefe?  Can you just  

ta lk  us through that  gr id?  But  a lso  i f  you are able to ,  where  10 

he is  in  fact  a t  the t ime of  the cal l ,  o f  the two cal l s .  

WITNESS A :    Oh,  oh,  yes,  Commissioners.   We see th is  

f i rs t  by h is  vehic le,  i t  is  physica l ly  put  there by the cameras.   

And then when we look at  the column down there,  we can 

see,  I  do not  know how I  am going to …[ intervenes] .  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    I  th ink,  Wi tness A,  i f  you can 

use your hard copy,  because what  you are seeing on the 

screen is  the redacted vers ion,  which wi l l  not  have the  

in format ion that  Commissioner Baloyi  i s  asking  you to 

conf i rm.   So i f  you can use your hard copy for  th is  exerc ise 20 

on page 52.  

WITNESS A :    That  is  cor rect .   I  am car ry ing i t  in  my hand 

as I  speak.   But  I  wanted to say i t  is  seen that  when these 

cal l s  were made,  th is  number,  which is  072,  which belongs 

to Tau,  i s  put  by  a tower locat ion a t  Duncanvi l le ,  which  is  in  
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Vereenig ing,  where the cr ime scene is .   I t  wi l l  be at  the 

bot tom,  at  the very last  co lumn of  the page on the r ight ,  

where i t  is  wr i t ten ,  LTE Duncanvi l le .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

WITNESS A :    Then on the far  le f t ,  where that  co lumn 

star ts ,  i t  wi l l  depict  the number of  the suspect ,  Michael  Pule 

Tau.    

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Wi tness A.  

WITNESS A :    Thank you,  Commissioners.    

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And then at  paragraph 35,  10 

wi thout  reading out  the name of  Wi tness B,  can you just  

read paragraph 35 in to the record?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  i t  reads that :  

 “Wi tness B wi l l  test i f y  in  deta i l  to  the 

l inks that  were d iscovered af ter  

Molefe ’s ar rest ,  which is  now on the 6 t h  

o f  December 2024.   The reason I  deal  

wi th  these l inks  is  to  complete  the 

t imel ine and deal  wi th  the type of  

in format ion that  was avai lab le to  the 20 

team, a l though not  a l l  can be revealed 

in  publ ic .   I  wi l l  deal  la ter  wi th  the l inks  

re lated to the mat ter  of  Oupa John 

Sefuka,  and two other  persons tha t  he  

was wi th,  which wi l l  then be known as 
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Walter  Mokoena and Sandi le  Myeza. ”  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Wi tness A.   I f  we 

can then go to page 12 of  your  statement ,  and here you now 

deal  wi th  uncomfor table inc idents  and the f i rs t  s igns of  

possib le in te r fe rence.   And we are  now at  paragraph 36,  i f  

you can just  te l l  the Commission about  that  inc ident .  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  in  th is  paragraph,  I  am going to deal  

wi th  the f i rs t  s igns of  d iscomfor t  that  we are now conf i rming 

what  we saw when we went  fo r  the f i rs t  appearance in  

Vereenig ing,  then we could see tha t  i t  was spread not  only,  10 

i t  was not  only based in  the pol ice stat ion where Tau was 

work ing,  but  i t  was spread r ight  across the province,  i f  I  

may say that ,  up  unt i l  the senior  of f icers of  SAPS.   I  am 

saying th is  because in  mid -May,  I  was to ld by Wi tness B  

that  she had received a ca l l  f rom our Commander,  Colonel  

Mokoena in  our  of f ice,  who had in formed that  Major  General  

Shib i r i ,  who is  the Head of  Organized Cr ime nat ional ly ,  

actual ly  wanted to see us to br ie f  h im about  the case of  Mr.   

Swart .  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Sorry,  wi tness A,  before you 20 

go ahead,  can you just  te l l  us what  i s ,  who is  Colonel  

Mokoena and what  is  h is  o r  her  posi t ion? You say d i rect  

Commander,  but  what  i s  the posi t ion?  

WITNESS A :    He is  a Colonel ,  and then he is  our  

immediate Commander in  te rms of  the st ructure and work.   
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I t  wi l l  be Br igadier  Gopane,  i t  wi l l  be h im,  and then so i t  

goes down.   So we reported to h im d i rect ly .  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And who does he report  to?  

WITNESS A :    He reports  to  Br igadier  Gopane 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.  

WITNESS A :    Who then reports to  the General .  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Cont inue.  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  so th is  in format ion I  am get t ing i t  as 

second hand f rom Witness B,  who is  now te l l ing me to say,  10 

hey,  yesterday I  got  a ca l l  f rom Colonel  Mokoena,  who to ld 

me,  or  us that  we need to go see General  Shib i r i  a t  h is  

of f ice in  head of f ice in  Pretor ia .   And then fu r ther  than that ,  

Wi tness B says actual ly ,  i t  seems l i ke when Colone l  

Mokoena was ca l l ing her ,  he was together  wi th General  

Shib i r i  in  one p lace,  because as Colonel  Mokoena was 

ta lk ing to Wi tness B,  he then gave the phone over  to  

General  Shib i r i  to  ta lk  or  to  speak to Wi tness B and re lay 

that  message that  he  had a l ready passed th rough Mokoena,  

Colonel  Mokoena.   20 

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And then in  paragraph 37,  

you deal  wi th  Wi tness B 's response to General  Shib i r i .   Can 

you te l l  us about  that?  

WITNESS A :    Wi tness B te l ls  me now to say,  in  that  b r ie f  

ca l l ,  General  Shib i r i  asked her  cer ta in in fo rmat ion in  
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re la t ion of  the Mr Swart  murder case and then Wi tness B  

te l ls  me that  she to ld General  Shib i r i  that  the case that  we 

are deal ing wi th i s  of  a  sensi t ive nature,  so she d id not  fee l  

comfor table to  d iscuss i t  over  the phone,  which is  why now 

the decis ion to come l ike physica l l y  to  h is  of f ice  was 

emphasized.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    When you say decis ion,  was 

she saying to General  Shib i r i  that  she wi l l  come to h im,  or  

was he inv i t ing the team to come and meet  h im at  h is  

of f ices?  10 

WITNESS A :    He was inv i t ing.   He had a l ready done i t  

through Colonel  Mokoena,  but  now I  th ink he a lso  wanted 

just  to  get  some informat ion before we could come,  which  

then Wi tness B  said no,  but  General ,  I  do not  fee l  

comfor table ta lk ing about  th is  case over  the phone,  g iv ing  

the sensi t i v i ty  i t  has and then we had to go see h im the 

fo l lowing day.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   And in  paragraph 38,  

you then deal  wi th  the meet ing.   Can you take us through 

i t?  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  just  for  completeness 

…[intervenes] .  

WITNESS A :    And then …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sorry,  Wi tness A,  just  for  comple teness,  

your  statement  says that  she to ld h im,  General  Shib i r i ,  that  
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she had concerns about  p rovid ing such a report  to  h im and 

i t  ends there.   So on the reading of  the statement ,  i t  

suggests she refused to g ive h im,  but  f rom what  you are 

saying,  i t  in  fact  should have said such a report  to  h im over  

the phone.   That  is  a complete statement  f rom what  you are 

saying.  

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.   Maybe i t  is  

the way that  I  gave the statement .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

WITNESS A :    She d id not  actual ly  refused,  but  she 10 

suggested that  i t  can be g iven to h im verbal ly ,  not  over  the  

phone.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   Thanks,  Ms Segeels .  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Commissioner  

Baloyi .   A t  paragraph 38,  you deal  wi th  the meet ing.  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  at  paragraph 38,  i t  was the day that  we 

were supposed to go and meet  wi th the General  a t  h is  

of f ice,  but  g iv ing the lo t  o f  work that  we had on th is  docket ,  

we could not  just  d r ive in  the morning and go see the 

General .   We had to do the task  that  was at  hand,  the  20 

invest igat ion on th is  case,  then much la ter  on in  the day 

then we drove to  Pretor ia  in  the company of  the member  

that  had,  gave us the inst ruct ion to go at tend to the cr ime 

scene f rom Br igadier  Gopane on the 17 t h .   So i t  was three 

of  us going to see General  Shib i r i  in  h is  of f ice at  Pre tor ia .  
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ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay,  cont inue.  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  and then when we ar r ived at  the of f ice 

of  the  General ,  we were welcomed in  and then the  meet ing 

star ted.   I t  actual ly  was not  even a formal  meet ing.   He just  

asked a very few quest ions about  the case and then dur ing 

that  conversat ions he to ld us that  th is  case that  we were 

work ing on was actual ly  a very sensi t ive case,  because the 

people that  are arrested are connected to people that  a re  

very dangerous.    

And then he to ld us that  these people who are the  10 

now suspect  are  connected to a person who had a l ready 

passed away by then who was cal led  Mswazi  and then they 

are very dangerous and then there  is  a lo t  o f  res istance and 

in ter ference that  we' re going to get  f rom the Pol ice whi le  we 

are doing our  invest igat ion.   And then he a lso wants us to 

take care or  to  look af ter  ourselves.    

And dur ing the conversat ion,  he a lso gave us the  

person that  works wi th the  group,  but  he belongs to DPCI,  

which is  a Hawks’  of f i ce,  Tom's of f ice,  by the name of  

Zungu.   We d id not  know that  person before we came to th is  20 

of f ice,  but  we were to ld about  h im to say he works w i th th is  

group,  we might  encounter  in ter ference f rom him and other  

people that  maybe we are not  to ld  about  there.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Wi tness A,  can I  just  take 

you back to your statement .  You have sk ipped some 
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in format ion.  

WITNESS A :    Yes.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    A t  paragraph 39,  a f ter  the  

General  te l ls  you,  you say af ter  he to ld you about  the very  

dangerous person cal led Mswazi ,  can you just  cont inue f rom 

there.    

WITNESS A :    Oh,  yes.   Then he to ld us that  as a suspect ,  

we are apply ing for  bai l .   He to ld  us that ,  he asked that  

what  was the sta tus and everyth ing,  and then we to ld h im 

obviously that  we were opposing bai l .   And then he said,  he 10 

said there were envelopes that  were on of fe r .   He termed i t  

as there were th ree envelopes f ly ing around that  were on 

of fer  for  the suspects to  get  bai l .   He said,  one envelope 

wi l l  be for  the invest igat ing of f icers,  the other  one wi l l  be  

for  the Magist rate,  the last  one w i l l  be for  the Prosecutor .   

And then by enve lopes,  we understood h im to mean money,  

even though he d id not  say money,  but  he said there is  

three envelopes f ly ing around to make sure that  these 

people get  paid.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Now,  Wi tness A,  when General ,  you say 20 

General  Shib i r i ,  when General  Mkhwanazi  test i f ied,  he  

spoke to a senior  person who in formed the invest igators 

that  there were three envelopes.   Was he referr ing to,  do 

you know i f  he was referr ing to General  Shib i r i?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  my understanding is  that  he was 



    20 OCTOBER 2025 – DAY 14 
 

Page 97  o f  169  

 

 

re ferr ing to General  Shib i r i ,  because in  th is  invest igat ion 

when you take the ment ion ing of  three envelopes,  i t  on ly 

appeared in  the meet ing that  we had wi th General  Shib i r i .   

And by the way,  we reported i t  to  our  Commanders as wel l .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Can I  just  ask a fo l low -up quest ion,  

Wi tness A.   The ment ion of  th ree envelopes,  (a ) ,  was i t  

made in  your  presence;  and (b) ,  what  was your react ion to i t  

when i t  was made,  the ment ion of  the th ree envelopes?  

WITNESS A :    I t  was made in  my presence.   My f i rs t  10 

react ion,  i t  was just  shock.   And then i t  was tha t  I  was 

expect ing to be to ld now because I  was here s i t t ing wi th the  

senior  of f icer  who was now needed to g ive me guidance to  

say what  to  do wi th th is  three enve lopes,  because obviously  

they were coming our  way.   He was,  I  expected the General  

to  say,  i f  th is  envelope come,  do th is  about  them, or  th is  i s  

the act ion that  has a l ready been taken to aver t  that  th ing 

happening so that  the envelopes do not  even get  to  you.  

 But  a l l  that  d id not  happen to what  a wi tness be 

asked a d i rect  quest ion to the General  to  say i f  i t  happens 20 

that  the General  knows about  these envelopes,  and he 

knows that  they are f ly ing around,  and one of  them is  

coming to h is  members,  and then he a lso knows that  there 

are people who are doing wrongdoing in  terms o f  Zungu 

now,  because he has a l ready been d isc ip l ined,  now a  
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wi tness be asked the General  d i rect ly  to  say,  what  is  being 

done by that?  

 And then the General  sa id,  there should be an inqui ry 

opened wi th the a im to register  a  pro ject  for  invest igat ion 

such wrongdoings.   But  he d id not  say that  had a l ready 

taken p lace.   He was te l l ing us what  was supposed to have 

been done,  which  would mean i f  Wi tness B d id not  ask,  I  do 

not  th ink that  was going to be ment ioned even.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Wi tness A.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    May I ,  sorry.   Do you,  in  paragraph 40,  10 

and you have a l ready ment ioned in  your  ev idence the  

reference to Zungu,  do you know i f  General  Shib i r i  has done 

anyth ing or  taken steps re lat ing to th is  Zungu pol ice  

of f icer?  

WITNESS A :    No,  Commissioners,  we d id actual ly  not  do a  

fo l low-up on that .   We do not  know i f  anyth ing was done to 

Zungu,  nei ther  d id we ever  ident i fy  who th is  Zungu person 

is .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   Thanks,  Ms Segeels .  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Thank you,  Commissioner  20 

Baloyi .   Wi tness A,  just  to  go back to the reference to three 

envelopes by General  Shib i r i ,  was i t  your  unders tanding 

that  he was say ing that  he knew that  there were three 

envelopes avai lab le i f  you were w i l l ing to  accept  i t ,  or  was 

he saying that  he had the envelopes for  you?  
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WITNESS A :    No,  what  I  understood is  that  he was saying  

he knew that  there is  envelopes that  were ready wh ich  one 

of  them was meant  for  the invest igat ing of f icers.   But  I  do  

not  know i f  he had them wi th h im,  and I  d id  not  understand 

i t  to  say he was having them, or  he was having one 

envelope wi th h im.   I  d id  not  unders tand i t  that  way.  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   In  paragraph 40,  you 

deal t  wi th  Zungu,  but  your  statement  star ts  wi th  another  

person.   Can you read that  and then just  expla in whether  

General  Shib i r i  expanded on that  issue.  10 

WITNESS A :    He d id  not  expand i t .   He just  to ld  us that  he 

knows a lawyer that  was standing for  Mr Tau,  then he 

ment ioned by name that  he  is  Mr  V ictor  Marshal l ,  who has 

s ince been st ruck  of f  the ro l l .   And then he d id not  g ive any 

reference as to why he is  ment ion ing h im or  what  was the 

reason he ment ions h im,  but  he just  to ld  us that  he  knows 

the lawyer that  was standing for  Tau,  which was t rue  

because we had a l ready been in  Court  a  few t imes wi th Tau,  

and we knew who the lawyer was.   

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Okay.   And then in  20 

paragraph 41,  you have a l ready deal t  wi th  what  Wi tness B 's 

at t i tude was towards General  Shib i r i  ment ion ing 

wrongdoings by o f f icers where there seemed to have been 

no consequences.   But  you deal  wi th  another  i ssue that  she 

had ra ised.   Can you deal  wi th  that  in  paragraph 40,  the 
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second par t  o f  that  paragraph?  

WITNESS A :    That  wi l l  be now the issue of  Zungu or  

paragraph 41,  Commissioner i f  I  may ask?  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    In  paragraph 41,  where 

Wi tness B had made a request  to  General  Shib i r i  a f ter  she 

had asked about  what  steps had been taken against  of f icers 

that  have been accused of  wrongdo ing.  

WITNESS A :     Oh,  yes.   I t  means when we spoke,  then 

af ter  having asked,  af ter  Wi tness B having asked General  

Shib i r i  what  he w i l l  do about  what  he has just  to ld  us,  we 10 

went  on wi th ta lk ing wi th the General  Shib i r i ,  and then he 

advised us that  we get  p rotect ion in  terms of  assistance 

actual ly ,  in  terms of  seeing i f  the cars that  we were using 

were not  fo l lowed or  f i t ted wi th unauthor ized t rackers  and 

a lso to have them checked fo r  that .   That  is  what  I  have just  

sa id.    

 And then Wi tness B asked General  Shib i r i  i f  i t  would 

be possib le to  request  that  the bal l is t i c  sect ion speed up 

the bal l i s t ics analys is of  the f i rearms,  to  which  General  

Shib i r i  agreed and then he took the phone and then he 20 

made a cal l  to  a  person that  he referred to as Br igadier  

Mlauzi  a t  the  Bal l is t ics …[ indist inct ]  and requested that  the  

bal l i s t ics be fast - t racked.    

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    Can I  just  fo l low up on that .  

Was there an issue wi th the bal l i s t ics at  that  s tage?  Why 



    20 OCTOBER 2025 – DAY 14 
 

Page 101  o f  169  

 

 

would there be a request  for  i t  to  be expedi ted?  

WITNESS A :    A t  th is  t ime there was no delay,  but  we just  

knew that  usual ly  your  bal l i s t ics wi l l  be what  delays the  

invest igat ion in  our  exper ience.   You wi l l  do a l l  your  

invest igat ion,  then you complete  i t ,  then i t  wi l l  be the  

bal l i s t ics that  is  hold ing back the invest igat ion.   So we just  

was request ing fo r  assistance f rom that  f ront .  

ADV LEE SEGEELS-NCUBE :    And you have deal t  wi th  i t ,  

but  i f  I  could just  ask you to then read paragraph 43 and 44 

in to the record.  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Before you do that ,  le t  me take you back 

to paragraph 40.   Did your invest igat ions ever  reveal  that  

Zungu was work ing wi th the suspects?  

WITNESS A :    No,  i t  d id  not  reveal  i t ,  because we actual ly  

d id not  conduct  that  invest igat ion,  because i t  would  need a  

complete para l le l  invest igat ion and at  that  g iven t ime,  we 

had a lo t  on our  hands.   We actual ly  were focused wi th 

deal ing wi th the  case of  murder and l ink ing the other  

suspect  who,  that  we had a l ready ident i f ied as  the h i t  

organizer ,  which  is  Kat iso Molefe.   So we d id not  real l y  20 

undertake to do that  invest igat ion,  Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And d id General  Shib i r i  ever  ment ion th is  

subject  to  you again?  

WITNESS A :    Of  Of f icer  Zungu …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Of  Zungu,  Zungu.  
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WITNESS A :    No,  he d id not .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wi tness A,  le t  me a lso take you back at  

paragraph 39 where you ment ioned that  General  Shib i r i  sa id  

that  people l inked to the suspects have money and are 

connected to a very dangerous person cal led Mswazi .   And 

you say in  brackets that  you are aware that  Mswazi  d ied in  

January 2024.   Perhaps te l l  us more about  Mswazi  so  that  

we do not  make assumpt ions,  we do not  accept  on the face 

of  i t  that  he was a very dangerous person.   Who is  Mswazi  

and how does he f i t  in  or  would even come up in  th is  10 

conversat ion between you and General  Shib i r i?  

WITNESS A :    A t  th is  t ime,  Mswazi  was a person that  was 

widely known as a tax i  owner and he was a ruth less  

someone in  terms of  k i l l i ngs.   We know him to that  extent .   

And then we wou ld la ter  learn tha t  the people that  we are 

deal ing wi th were  d i rect ly  connected to h im or  to  the  group 

that  was going to  be la ter  refer red  as the car te l  or  the B ig  

Five.    

 So I  am th ink ing now that  the General  was just  g iv ing 

us  the heads up to say,  you are deal ing wi th someth ing very  20 

massive,  even though we d id not  understand at  that  t ime,  

we just  thought ,  oh,  th is  i s  Mswazi  that  i s  known for  doing 

th is ,  so must  take care,  only to  learn la ter  that  these people  

were d i rect ly ,  d i rect ly ,  d i rect ly  connected to Mswazi  through 

Kat iso Molefe,  then now i t  makes sense what  the General  
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was saying to us at  the t ime.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    You understood h im to inc lude Warrant  

Of f icer  Tau as people connected to th is  Mswazi  that  you 

descr ibe?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  but  Warrant  Of f icer  Tau wi l l  be 

connected th rough Kat iso,  not  d i rect ly  to  Mswazi .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Ms Segeels.  

WITNESS A :    As I  understood i t ,  Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  see that  i t  is  1  o 'c lock.   Let  us  adjourn  

and resume at  2pm.   10 

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   

Wi tness A,  are you there?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioner,  I  am back.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you.   We were deal ing  

wi th the meet ing that  you had wi th General  Shib i r i  and other  

members of  your  team.  I  just  want  to  take you back to  

paragraph 42 of  your  statement ,  where you dea l t  wi th  

General  Shib i r i ’ s  recommendat ion  that  a threat  and r isk 20 

assessment  be conducted fo r  your  personal  safety .   Can 

you just  te l l  us what  would be the purpose of  such an 

assessment?   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioner,  th is  assessment  was 

suggested as needed by General  Shib i r i  a f te r  he had 
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a l ready to ld us about  the sever i t y  of  the invest igat ion that  

we were invest igat ing and the people that  we were deal ing  

wi th.   And then he suggested that  there would be the need 

for  a threat  and r isk assessment  done star t ing f rom then 

going forward.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Yes,  but  my quest ion is ,  what  

is  the purpose of  a threat  and r isk  assessment?  Why is  i t  

done?  

WITNESS A :    The purpose would be to assess the scale of  

threat  that  the members are faced wi th.   And then maybe 10 

f rom there,  there  wi l l  be the recommendat ions that  wi l l  be  

made by the personnel  that  wi l l  be  conduct ing such a threat  

assessment .   Then act ions wi l l  be taken f rom there.   And 

then i t  wi l l  depend,  usual ly  i t  wi l l  be the recommendat ion  

that  wi l l  say the members should be or  must  be provided 

wi th a cer ta in level  o f  secur i ty  or  p rotect ion.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And we are now in mid -May of  

2024.   Do you know whether  a  threat  and r isk  assessment  

was done in  respect  of  you and the other  invest igat ing 

team?  20 

WITNESS A :    Yes,  I  remember tha t  i t  was done th rough our  

of f ice and then we d id s ign a document .   And then we 

wai ted for  the resul ts  of  the response thereof .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And d id you ever  receive the  

resul ts  of  the TRA?  
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WITNESS A :    No,  on th is  one we d id not  rece ive the  

feedback of  the  outcome of  the  TRA.   We kept  wai t ing 

wi thout  receiv ing any feedback.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And at  that  s tage,  who was 

responsib le fo r  prepar ing the TRA?  

WITNESS A :    The TRA was prepared by our  of f ice Colonel  

Mokoena was ass ist ing wi th the TRA at  the t ime.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Colonel  Mokoena?  

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Which is  your  d i rect  10 

commander?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  that  i s  the d i rect  commander wh ich wi l l  

be te rmed as an immediate commander.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And d id you enqui re f rom 

Colonel  Mokoena whether  there had been an outcome,  or  

d id you just  leave i t  a t  they wi l l  te l l  us when they need to  

report  to  us about  i t?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  we were enqu i r ing f rom t ime to t ime.   

And then I  th ink he was wai t ing,  and we were wai t ing fo r  a  

response to come back.   And we moved on wi th our  20 

invest igat ions.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  so i f  I  can then just  go  

back to the meet ing on page 14 of  your  statement  at  

paragraph 43.   I  know that  you had deal t  to  some extent  

wi th  how you fe l t  in  the meet ing  and af ter  you le f t  the  
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meet ing.   But  cou ld I  just  ask you to read paragraph 43 in to 

the record,  p lease?  

WITNESS A :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   Paragraph 4.3 

wi l l  read as fo l lows …[ intervenes]  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    I t  is  43 on page 14.   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  i t  is  page 14,  4 .3:  

“We lef t  the meet ing feel ing  very 

concerned not  only because General  

Shib i r i  conf i rmed our  fears that  very 

powerfu l  people  were involved in  the 10 

murder.   But  a lso,  because he had 

impl ied that  he knew as a fact  tha t  there 

was a br ibe ready for  us i f  we were 

wi l l ing.   Essent ia l ly ,  our  most  senior  

of f ic ia l  had just  in formed us about  a  br ibe 

in  exchange for  compromis ing the  

invest igat ion in  order  to  secure the 

accused person 's re lease.   I t  d id  not  

const i tu te d i rect  ent icement ,  but  rather 

an ender or  k ind  of  s i tuat ion.   In  other  20 

words,  there may be something for  you,  

but  i t  is  up to you whether  to  take or  not . ”  

That  is  the sense I  got  which maybe would be t ranslated 

that  the sense that  I  made personal ly  about  the  whole 

meet ing wi th the General  and what  was d iscussed about  the  
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case as being to ld about  the dangerous people that  we are 

deal ing wi th,  and then the envelope that  was on of fer ,  which  

I  t ranslated as being the money.   And then I  just  got  the 

sense that  I  d id  not  know what  to  make of  i t .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Wi tness A .   And 

then paragraph 44 as wel l ,  you d id  deal  wi th  some o f  i t ,  but  

i f  you could a lso read that  in to the record.  

WITNESS A :    Paragraph 44 wi l l  read as fo l lows:  

“ I  would not  expect  our  senior  to  even 

have th is  conversat ion wi th us,  but  i f  he 10 

was going to,  i t  would be to advise us  not  

to  take any br ibes that  we may be o f fered 

in  exchange of  compromis ing the 

invest igat ion.   He d id not  do so.   In  my 

v iew,  even though he d id not  expressly 

say so,  I  le f t  that  meet ing feel ing that  

General  Shib i r i  was f i rs t l y  t ry ing to f ind 

out  what  ev idence we had that  l inked the  

suspects to  the murder and how st rong 

our  case was at  the t ime.   And secondly,  20 

to bai t  us to  see i f  we could be 

in f luenced,  hence the reference to the 

envelopes being avai lab le.   I t  seems to 

me that  i f  we were not  agreeable to  take 

the envelopes,  which was indeed the  
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case,  then technica l l y  he d id not  o f fer  us  

a br ibe,  but  he was merely in forming us 

that  there was a br ibe up for  grabs. ”  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you.   And then 

paragraph 45 as wel l ,  p lease,  Wi tness A.   

WITNESS A :    Paragraph 45 wi l l  read as fo l lows:  

“But  th is  le f t  me wi th many quest ions.   I  

was not  sure i f  General  Shib i r i  was 

associated wi th  the dangerous people 

l inked to the accused,  as he put  i t .   How 10 

d id he know that  those people are 

dangerous and have money and that  

there are envelopes avai lab le?  I  had a l l  

these quest ions racing th rough my head, 

through my mind,  but  s t i l l  wanted to g ive  

General  Shib i r i  the benef i t  o f  the  doubt .   

And I  th ink actual ly  i t  is  what  I  d id  at  that  

stage. ”  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you.   And then 

paragraph 46,  you have now deal t  wi th  the TRA.   And you -  20 

can I  just  f ind out  f rom you,  what  was your sense of  the 

safety,  your  personal  safety at  that  s tage?  

WITNESS A :    The sense of  the personal  safety at  th is  

stage,  now I  could understand that  we are faced wi th a r i sky  

s i tuat ion in  terms of  the dangers that  were imposed on us 
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because of  th is  invest igat ion.   And then I  had a sense of  

understanding tha t  we are real l y  faced wi th a s i tuat ion.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you.   Can we now go 

onto another  top ic,  the next  top ic,  which you say is  the  

Whi te House on the Hi l l .   And can you just  te l l  us  how i t  

came about  that  you ended up at  the Whi te House on the  

Hi l l?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wi tness A maybe before you te l l  us how 

you ended up there,  te l l  us what  the  Whi te House on the Hi l l  

is .   10 

WITNESS A :    The Whi te House on the Hi l l  i s  a  p lace that  

we inv i ted to af ter  th is  meet ing that  we had wi th General  

Shib i r i .   I t  is  a  p lace that  we inv i ted  to.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Maybe i f  you can just  te l l  us 

about  how the inv i ta t ion came about .   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioners .   On the 24 t h   o f  May,  

2024,  I  th ink i t  was just  a  week af ter  having met  General  

Shib i r i ,  a  co l league of  mine,  that  i s  the one that  in formed us 

that  we were being tasked to go at tend the scene on the  

17 t h  ,  to ld  me that  he got  a ca l l  f rom the owner of  that  Whi te  20 

House that  I  am ta lk ing about  to  say,  do we mind to jo in  

them as they wi l l  be having a par ty at  the weekend.   Then 

th is  is  the person that  we knew al ready ear ly  around the 

ear ly  months of  2022.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And just  to  complete that ,  
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what  type of  par ty  was i t  that  you were inv i ted to?  

WITNESS A :    He just  sa id,  do we mind to come to th is  

p lace just  to  ch i l l  and have some f ree t ime together .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And who is  i t  that  inv i ted you?  

WITNESS A :    Now I  am get t ing  th is  inv i ted th rough the 

member that  I  was work ing wi th when we star ted  in  th is  

invest igat ion.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  but  who d id he say the 

inv i ta t ion was coming f rom?  

WITNESS A :    That  wi l l  be now the  name of  a person.  10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Yes.   

WITNESS A :    That  is  Vusi  Ndla la.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Sor ry ,  just  repeat  the name?  

WITNESS A :    Vusi  i s  the same the surname would be 

Ndla la.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  and how do you know 

Vusi  Ndla la?  

WITNESS A :    Vusi  Ndla la,  we have known h im around ear ly  

2022.   In  our  o f f ice,  he came to our  of f i ce wi th some 

assistance in  invest igat ion.   That  is  when he was in t roduced 20 

to us.   Then i t  was a person that  we knew going forward.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  to  make sure that  the name is  not  

confused wi th Vusi  Mat la la,  p lease spel l  i t  for  the record i f  

you do not  mind.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Yes,  Chai r .   For  the record,  i t  
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is  Ndla la.   N -D-L-A-L-A.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And so,  you say that  i t  i s  

somebody that  you knew s ince 2022?  

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    But  not  on a personal  level?  

WITNESS A :    I t  was not  on a personal  level  because he 

came to us and needed some assistance wi th some 

invest igat ion at  the of f ice.   Then we got  to  know h im f rom 

there.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  just  understand that  be fore he 

came to the of f ice wi th a compla inant ,  you d id not  know him 

but  then you got  to  know him because he came there to  

assist  you wi th a  compla int?  And then he inv i tes you to a  

par ty.   So,  you are now re lat ing to h im on a persona l  level ,  

not  a professional  level .   Is  that  cor rect?  

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And when was th is  par ty  

supposed to happen?  

WITNESS A :    Th is par ty was supposed to happen on the 20 

25 t h   o f  May,  2024.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  can you then proceed 

to te l l  us about  the par ty in  reference to paragraph 48 of  

your  statement?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  and then on that  weekend,  we 
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proceeded to the p lace as i t  was g iven to us by h im,  to  the 

par ty.   And then when we ar r ived at  the p lace,  he inv i ted us 

in  or  he welcomed us in .   And then to our  surpr ise,  as we 

ar r ived or  as we entered that  p lace,  General  Shib i r i  was 

a lso in  at tendance.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Can I  just  pause there,  

Wi tness A?  You say you arr ived at  the p lace,  and what  

were you expect ing to f ind at  th is  p lace?  Was i t  a  house,  a  

venue?  What  were you expect ing?  

WITNESS A :    We were expect ing to f ind a house,  but  when 10 

we ar r ived there,  i t  was not  a house.   I t  was something that  

could be refer red to as a bout ique hote l .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  we are going to  f l ight  a 

p ic ture of  the  venue,  and for  the benef i t  o f  the 

Commissioners,  that  i s  on page 55,  WA2 of  the bundle.   And 

I  just  want  you to conf i rm that  th is  i s  the p lace where you 

went .  

WITNESS A :    Correct ,  Commissioners.   This is  the p lace.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    So,  i t  is  12 On Hi l le l ,  H - I -L -L-

E-L,  V i l la  and Spa.  20 

WITNESS A :    Yes,  I  see the address now,  Commissioner.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And you said th is  is  in  

Northcl i f f?  

WITNESS A :    Correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  so you were te l l ing us 



    20 OCTOBER 2025 – DAY 14 
 

Page 113  o f  169  

 

 

about  when you ar r ived,  to  your  surpr ise,  you can cont inue 

f rom there?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  as we arr ived there,  we were we lcomed 

by Vusi  Ndla la,  and then he d i rected us to  the  lounge 

space.   And as we entered there,  then we found that  

amongst  the people that  were seated there was General  

Shib i r i ,  which we d id not  expect  or  d id not  know that  he 

would be in  at tendance.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And how was h is demeanour?  

WITNESS A :    He was re laxed,  and then he welcomed us in ,  10 

and then he to ld us to fee l  a t  home,  just  to  break ice.   But  

before then,  he seemed very surpr ised,  because he even 

said to  Vusi  Ndla la in  Zulu,  …[speaking in  vernacular ]  which 

can be t ranslated l ike ,  why d id you not  te l l  me that  you are  

opening a pol ice stat ion here at  your  p lace and then we a l l  

laughed about  i t .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  in  your  statement ,  you 

refer  to ,  i f  you can just ,  in  paragraph 49,  you ment ion that  

you went  to  the par ty,  and then the  second sentence,  which  

star ts  on page 16,  i f  you can jus t ,  because you have not  20 

deal t  wi th  that  aspect ,  i f  you can deal  wi th  the sentence 

that  s tar ts ,  ‘what  was even more surpr is ing is  that  General  

Shib i r i  was a lso  at  the par ty ’ ,  and then just  f rom there 

onwards,  can you read that  in to the  record,  p lease?  

WITNESS A :    Can I  read star t ing  f rom where i t  says,  ‘a t  
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f i rs t ,  we d id not  know that  there  were pol ice of f i cers unt i l ’  

…[ intervenes]  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Yes.   

WITNESS A :     

“At f i rs t  we d id not  know that  there were 

pol ice off icers unt i l  Ndla la to ld us that  

these people are  pol ice of f icers,  but  he 

did not  ment ion thei r  names.”  

And then I  went  on to say:  

“ I  was not  aware  that  Vusi  Ndla la  knew 10 

so many pol ice of f icers that  he can inv i te  

to  h is  p lace.   What  was even more 

surpr is ing is  tha t  General  Shib i r i  was 

a lso at  the par ty ,  s i t t ing on the couch, 

and he appeared to be very comfor table.   

In  fact ,  the music that  was p lay ing was 

being p layed f rom his phone that  was 

connected to a speaker.   At  f i rs t ,  I  d id  

not  know what  to  do,  but  then General  

Shib i r i  broke the  ice  and star ted ta lk ing.   20 

He said to  Ndla la …[speak ing in  

vernacular ]  which can roughly be 

t ranslated as,  why d id not  you not  say 

that  you are open ing a pol ice stat ion here 

at  your  house and then we a l l  laughed 
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about  i t . ”  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Wi tness A .   And 

then at  paragraph 50,  can you expla in to  us what  t ranspi red 

af ter  that?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  at  paragraph 50,  I  was personal ly  now 

looking at  the s i tuat ion,  t ry ing to understand what  was 

going on,  reading the people that  were ins ide,  and then I  

could see that  I  was not  comfor table at  f i rs t  wi th  the fact  

that  I  was at tending a par ty wi th a General ,  for  the fact  that  

I  d id  not  even know that  he was going to be there.   So,  i t  10 

fe l t  tense at  f i rs t .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  cont inue.   

WITNESS A :    I  then went  out  and took a phone and wrote a 

message to Wi tness B.   Not  even report ing,  just  te l l ing 

Wi tness B to say,  actual ly  i t  was a quest ion I  asked the 

g i r l s  who e lse is  in  at tendance at  the par ty,  to  which they 

said,  I  do not  know.   Then I  sa id,  we are wi th General  

Shib i r i .  

CHAIRPERSON :    May I  take you to the f i rs t  sentence of  

th is  paragraph,  paragraph 50?  20 

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioner.   

CHAIRPERSON :    And before that ,  perhaps I  must  take a  

step or  two back.   When you summarised your assessment  

of  the meet ing wi th General  Shib i r i ,  you sor t  o f  a l luded to  

fee l ings of  d ismay,  surpr ise,  as  to  what  had t ranspi red  
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there,  inc luding what  General  Shib i r i  had said.   But  at  that  

s tage,  you d id not  use a word as  st rong as inappropr ia te.   

Now,  in  the f i rs t  sentence of  paragraph 50,  you say:  

“ I  was uncomfor table being at  a  par ty 

wi th General  Shib i r i  because he was the  

Nat ional  Head of  my d iv is ion,  bu t  a lso 

because of  the  inappropr ia te meet ing we 

had just  over  a week pr ior . ”  

Why do you cal l  the meet ing inappropr ia te?  

WITNESS A :    That  wi l l  now refer  to  the f i rs t  meet ing,  o r  10 

th is  meet ing,  Commissioner,  i f  I  may ask fo r  c lar i t y .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    The Chai r  is  referr ing  to the 

meet ing on the 16th of  May wi th General  Shib i r i .   Why are 

you refer r ing in  paragraph 50 to  that  meet ing being an 

inappropr ia te meet ing?  

WITNESS A :    I  am refer r ing i t  to  being inappropr ia te now,  

because when we reported i t  to  our  Commanders,  we were  

to ld that  i t  was not  supposed to have taken p lace wi thout  

our  immediate commanders knowing,  which  is  now General  

Gopane,  to  the extent  that  we were even advised not  to  20 

ever  go there again unless we te l l  her  and she g ives a go -

ahead.   Now,  tha t  is  why now I  am refer r ing to i t  as being 

inappropr ia te.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   You may 

cont inue,  Wi tness A,  wi th  paragraph 50.   So,  you to ld  
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Wi tness B,  you sent  her  a message and said to  her  that  you 

are wi th General  Shib i r i ,  and what  was her  react ion to that?  

WITNESS A :    I  th ink she d id not  make anyth ing out  of  i t  

because you said ,  okay,  is  that  the  case?  Then I  sa id,  yes.   

Then that  was i t  a t  that  g iven moment .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Can I  then ask you,  s t i l l  a t  

paragraph 50,  what  is  i t  that  you had expected f rom General  

Shib i r i  a t  that  par ty?  Because we are ta lk ing  about  a socia l  

set t ing now.   But  in  your  statement ,  you ment ioned that  you 

had a cer ta in expectat ion.  10 

WITNESS A :    Yes,  th is  was a socia l  setup.   But  then when 

I  got  there,  not  knowing that  you would be there,  I  was then 

making my own conclusions at  the back of  my head to say,  I  

th ink th is  i s  a cont inuat ion of  the meet ing that  we had pr io r  

in  the month or  in  the weeks.   And then now I  was expect ing  

to take over  where we le f t  o f f  which d id not  happen.   I  

s t rongly wai ted fo r  h im to engage us on the case.   And then 

i t  d id  not  happen at  a l l .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  so you are saying that  

even though i t  was in  a socia l  se t t ing,  you st i l l  expected 20 

h im to g ive you some report  back on the case,  o r  to  d iscuss 

the case wi th you?  

WITNESS A :    I  expected as such.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  and then i f  we can go 

to paragraph 51 o f  your  statement .   
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Before you do that ,  le t  me ask,  was th is  

the f i rs t  t ime,  Wi tness A,  that  you were in  an out -of -work 

socia l  engagement  wi th General  Shib i r i?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioner,  that  was the f i rs t  t ime.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And was th is  the f i rs t  t ime you at tended 

a par ty inv i ted by Mr Ndla la?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Your Worship,  that  i s  cor rect .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So,  you had never socia l i sed w i th h im 

before,  outs ide of  work?  

WITNESS A :    No,  no.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner  

Baloyi .   Insofar  as that  you say that  at  some point  you had 

a d iscussion wi th Wi tness B in  paragraph 51,  can you te l l  us 

about  what  i t  is  that  you were d iscussing?  

WITNESS A :    That  would be now the d iscussion as we were  

at  the par ty.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    No,  in  paragraph 51 on page 

16 of  your  statement ,  you say that  you had a d iscussion  

wi th Wi tness B.  20 

WITNESS A :    Yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Do you want  to  e laborate on 

that ,  or  maybe i t  would help you to  read that  paragraph 51?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  I  th ink that  the d iscussion that  I  had 

wi th Wi tness B was that  I  wondered i f  th is  socia l  par ty had 
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anyth ing to do wi th the events of  Apr i l  and May,  which  

means now the case that  happened in  Apr i l  and the  meet ing  

of  the General  in  May,  or  i t  was just  a  par ty that  i t  was a  

co incidence that  we were meet ing wi th the General  there.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  cont inue.   

WITNESS A :    And then maybe I  can just  read th is  to  the 

record …[ intervenes]  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Yes.   

WITNESS A :     

“That  the only conclusion that  I  could 10 

come to is  that  General  Shib i r i  asked 

Ndla la to  inv i te  us.   I  now th ink  that  i t  

might  have been par t  o f  the p lan to test  

whether  th is  co l league of  mine that  I  was 

wi th,  o r  I ,  were  perhaps open to the  

undue in f luence,  especia l l y  s ince 

Witness 1 …[ intervenes]  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Witness B …[ intervenes]  

WITNESS A :     

“Posed the quest ions to the General  20 

when we were at  h is  of f ice,  to  ask what  

he is  doing about  the wrongdoings of  the  

pol ice,  which could have then been to  

say i t  is  not  easy to br ing her  in . ”  

Those were the thoughts that  were r ing ing in  my head at  the  
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t ime.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you.   And then in  

paragraph 52 you speak about  yet  another  inv i ta t ion.   Can 

you e laborate on that?  

WITNESS A :    Paragraph 52 was a week that  fo l lowed the 

one that  we were  inv i ted in  a par ty.   The same happened 

now.   The inv i te  came through the  same col league of  mine,  

f rom the same Mr Ndla la,  to  at tend the par ty again .   And 

then unfor tunate ly I  was not  a round,  Gauteng,  I  could not  

at tend.   And then my col league agreed to at tend to a par ty.   10 

And then I  asked h im to te l l  me what  is  happening at  a  

par ty,  what  i s  he  saying,  and a l l  that .   And then indeed he 

d id at tend to a par ty,  which I  th ink i t  was on the 30 t h  o f  May 

2024.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    In  your  statement  you say i t  

was the 31 s t  o f  May 2024,  the inv i te  was on the 30 t h  o f  May,  

which would have been the 30 t h  …[intervenes]  

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  and cont inue wi th what  

you say in  that  paragraph about  your  d iscussion wi th the 20 

col league.  

WITNESS A :    Now the col league cal led me at  a round 21:30 

that  evening and asked me to  guess who e lse is  in  

at tendance.   Then I  sa id I  do not  know because I  am not  

there.   And then he counted to me the people that  were in  
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a t tendance.   And then to my surpr ise,  General  Shib i r i  had 

been now jo ined by two senior  o f f icers at  the very same 

party,  which was the Heal th and Professional  

Commissioner,  L t -Gen Mthombeni ,  and Br igadier  Nkhwashu,  

who is  the Deputy Commissioner at  Sedibeng Dist r i c t  

Sect ion in  …[indist inct ] .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  and at  paragraph 53,  i f  

you could,  fo r  the record,  just  read that  paragraph in to the  

record.  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  then i t  wi l l  go as fo l lows:  10 

“ I  suspected tha t  the second inv i ta t ion  

was yet  another  at tempt  to  see i f  th is  

co l league of  m ine and I  cou ld be 

in f luenced.   I f  I  had been in  

Johannesburg,  I  l ike ly  would have gone 

to the par ty wi th  th is  co l league o f  mine.   

At  th is  stage,  as a typ ica l  invest igator ,  I  

wanted to know i f  my gut  fee l ing was 

r ight  that  we were being quoted to be 

par t  o f  the pool  of  those people who 20 

could be cont ro l led and in f luenced for  the 

benef i t  o f  the cr iminals.   In  fact ,  when 

the TRA was per formed or  was conducted 

in  respect  of  our  personal  safety,  I  

ment ioned the inv i te  of  the 25 to the 
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house par ty,  and th is  in format ion formed 

par t  o f  the factors taken in to account  to  

assess the possib le th reats and r isks.   I  

am not  at  l iber ty  to  d iscuss the f ind ings 

of  the TRA in  th is  fo rum for  safety  

reasons. ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    Wi tness A,  f rom paragraphs 52 and 53 

regard ing the second par ty and even the paragraphs in  

re lat ion to the f i rs t  par ty,  the subject  of  the envelopes was 

never approached.   Is  your  suspic ion then not  at  var iance 10 

wi th th is  real i ty ,  that  i s ,  the real i ty  that  th is  subject  was 

never approached?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioner,  i f  I  understand the 

quest ion cor rect ly .   In  the f i rs t  meet ing where  I  was 

present ,  the issue of  the envelope was not  spoken about .   

Even the case,  i t  was not  touched at  a l l .   And then on the  

second one,  I  a lso  bel ieve i t  was not  spoken about ,  even 

though I  wi l l  not  be hundred percent  sure of  i t  because I  

was not  in  at tendance.   But  I  d id  ask my col leagues as to  

whether  was there any d iscuss ion about  the case or  20 

anyth ing to do wi th the invest igat ion,  and they to ld  me no.   

There was none whatsoever.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Witness A …[ intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    The point ,  Wi tness A,  i s  i t  there not  a 

d isconnect  then between your bel ie f  and suspic ion  and the  
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fact  that  the subject  of  the  envelopes was never  

approached,  at  least  for  the fact  a t  the meet ing or  at  the  

par ty that  you at tended,  and a lso based on what  your  

co l leagues to ld you wi th regard  to  the second par ty?   Do 

you understand the quest ion now?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  I  do unders tand the quest ion now,  

Commissioner.   And I  do not  th ink there wi l l  be a d isconnect  

between what  happened and what  I  was bel iev ing to.   

Because when you see the lay ing of  the ground,  you could 

see that  there was maybe a need to see i f  maybe we could 10 

be approached.   As to why i t  was not  done,  I  would not  

know,  because i t  appeared la ter  in  the invest igat ion that  

actual ly  one of  the senior  of f icers that  was there d id real l y  

make other  means to get  through to the invest igat ing team.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  do not  get  that .   P lease repeat  the last  

b i t .   I  do not  fo l low you.  

WITNESS A :    I  am saying the bel ie f  and then the fact  that  

we are not ,  the case was not  d iscussed.   And then the 

bel ie f  that  I  be l ieve that  we are be ing brought  to  these two 

par t ies so that  we can be maybe brought  in to the team of  20 

the people that  wi l l  work wi th suspects.   I  am st i l l  saying  

that .   I  am saying th is  because one of  the senior  of f icers 

that  was at  the par ty that  I  d id  not  at tend d id eventual ly  

make means to get  through to the  team at  the la ter  s tage.   

And then that  wi l l  be deal t  wi th  by Wi tness B.   
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CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   

WITNESS A :    Thank you,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Sor ry,  Wi tness A.   Just  fo l lowing up 

f rom the Chai rperson 's quest ion,  I  understand that  you d id  

not  at tend the second par ty,  but  the f i rs t  one you d id 

at tend.   

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Now,  d id any of  the people that  you 

suspected to be  involved in  the  Swart  a lso at tend that  

par ty?  10 

WITNESS A :    They d id not ,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And d id anyone at  that  par ty,  le t  us  

forget  about  General  Shib i r i  for  the moment ,  d id any of  the  

people present  at  that  par ty d iscuss wi th you anyth ing 

re lated to your work,  speci f ica l l y  the invest igat ion  in to the  

Swart  murder?  

WITNESS A :    No,  no one d iscussed anyth ing that  had to do 

wi th my work and the invest igat ion in to the murder of  Mr 

Swart ,  Commissioner.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So,  th is  gut  fee l ing that  you are 20 

referr ing to in  paragraph 53 of  your  statement ,  where d id i t  

come f rom?  

WITNESS A :    The gut  fee l ing comes f rom the fact  that  one 

of  the senior  of f icers that  at tended the par ty ,  as I  

ment ioned pr io r ,  d id  actual ly  eventual ly  make the means to 
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get  th rough to the  invest igat ing team.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So then that  gut  fee l ing could not  

have been formed on the day of  the par ty.   I t  must  have 

been formed somet ime la ter .   

WITNESS A :    For  the fate of  the mat ter ,  i t  actual ly  was.   I t  

was fo rmed then.   I  a lways had a  gut  fee l ing to say th is  

cannot  be a conceded.   This could  not  be happening.   I t  is  

just  that  now,  no one took i t  a  step fur ther  to  say,  hey,  

come,  le t  us  d iscuss the  case.   But  the gut  fee l ing  a lways 

has been there.  10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Commissioner Khumalo,  thank 

you fo r  that  exchange.   There are  aspects of  the wi tness '  

ev idence that  he  cannot  d isc lose that  adds to why he had 

that  gut  fee l ing for  mat ters that  re late to  safety issues,  and 

that  is  why he is  a b i t  hesi tant  to  say,  go beyond i t  just  

be ing a  gut  fee l ing.   Wi tness A ,  can we then deal  at  

paragraph 17?  You have a new topic …[ intervenes]  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Before you go to paragraph 54,  you 

mean,  new topic,  okay,  before you do that ,  Wi tness A,  in  

paragraph 47,  where  you speak about  how you met  Mr 20 

Ndla la,  and you say i t  was in  2022,  and the next  t ime,  at  

least  accord ing to  th is  paragraph,  you engage wi th h im is  in  

May 2024.   In  the per iod 2022 to 2024,  what  in te ract ion,  i f  

any,  d id you have wi th Mr Ndla la?   

 And I  ask the quest ion because we are here,  among 
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o ther  th ings,  or  pr imar i l y ,  because of  a l legat ions about  

members of  the SAPS associat ing  and having re lat ionships 

wi th people ,  who are not  SAPS.   I  consider  my quest ion in  

that  context .   You have a member  of  the publ ic ,  I  assume 

Mr Ndla la,  yes,  and he comes wi th a compla inant  in  2022,  

and in  2024,  you are at tending h is par ty.   What  is  the  

nature of  the re lat ionship?  When d id i t  evolve to a point  

where you accept  inv i ta t ions to a par ty f rom him?  

WITNESS A :    Ac tual ly ,  what  happened between the per iod 

2022 and now,  there was communicat ion just  on the  phone.  10 

We would ta lk  f rom t ime to t ime wi th h im,  but  we have never  

been to the par ty together  or  socia l i sed together  at  h is  

p lace.   So,  i t  was a person that  we would ta lk  f rom t ime to  

t ime,  the person that  I  now know.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And when you ta lk  f rom t ime to t ime,  i s  

i t  about  work or  i s  i t  socia l  re lat ionships?  

WITNESS A :    I t  would be a b i t  o f  both because maybe 

some of  the in format ion,  as the evidence leader sa id,  i t  

would be a l i t t le  b i t  sensi t ive.   But  we would ta lk  as an 

in formant  to  one of  the Generals.   So,  we wi l l  be  ta lk ing  20 

about  pol i ce work  here and then socia l  l i fe  there.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight ,  and then in  49,  you say you 

were surpr ised to  see other  pol i ce of f icers f rom other  pol ice 

uni ts  or  s tat ions in  at tendance.   Why were you surpr ised?  

You are at  a  par ty in  what  you descr ibe as a bout ique hote l .   
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Why were you surpr ised?  

WITNESS A :    I  was surpr ised because I  wi l l  take i t  that  i f  

that  was the case,  he was supposed to te l l  me that  o r  te l l  us  

that  I  would a lso have other  people  in  at tendance.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   

WITNESS A :    Then we would make our  minds as to at tend 

or  not .   Just  fo r  a mat ter  of  fact ,  i f  we knew that  the 

Generals would be there,  in  the f i rs t  instance,  I  do not  th ink 

that  I  would have at tended.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you.   

CHAIRPERSON :    In  that  case,  i f  you had found General  

Shib i r i  a t  the par ty the f i rs t  t ime around,  you do not  say the 

second t ime around you d id not  at tend because you thought  

General  Shib i r i  would be there.   You d id not  at tend fo r  

whatever  reason.   Can you expla in that?  

WITNESS A :    That  is  cor rect ,  Cha i rperson.   That  would be 

a l i t t le  confusing …[ intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  Wi tness A .   Absent  an explanat ion,  

i t  g ives me,  or  ra ther  th is  g ives me the impression that  but  20 

for  your  other  commitment ,  you would have been there.  

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct .  

CHAIRPERSON :    And I  would have thought  that  you would 

have expected that  General  Shib i r i  just  might  be there at  

the second par ty.   
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WITNESS A :    That  is  correct .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Now,  i f  you say had you known the f i rs t  

t ime around that  General  Shib i r i  would be there,  you would  

not  have at tended.   Can you expla in now your acceptance 

that  apart  f rom your other  commitment ,  you would have 

at tended?  

WITNESS A :    I  th ink now i t  changes the scenar io because 

now we have got  a s i tuat ion where in  the f i rs t  instance we 

met  wi th the General ,  he was there.   Even though I  would 

not  have at tended i f  I  knew that  he was going to be there.   10 

But  now I  was eager to  know what  would fo l low i f  there 

would be a fo l low-up inv i ta t ion because i f ,  for  instance,  

there is  an inv i te  then I  do not  go there.    

 Then I  might  not  know what  actual ly  these inv i tes are 

for .   So that ,  I  be l ieve,  i t  would  g ive me the chance to 

actual ly  understand or  even learn as  to what  exact ly  these 

inv i tes are fo r .   To the extent  that  I  d id  the report  to  my 

super ior ,  then I  d id  te l l  them that  I  wi l l  go to a next  fo l low -

up meet ing,  and I  reported about  the f i rs t  inv i te .   I  got  the  

inst ruct ion that  I  must  s top communicat ing wi th th is  person 20 

who was inv i t ing us to those par t ies.    

 But  then I  asked for  permission to say i f  I  cut  that  

communicat ion then the r i sk that  I  th ink I  would be running I  

would not  know what  i s  happening behind the scenes about  

the cr iminals or  the car te ls .   Which then wi l l  be revealed to 
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th is  commission that  keeping an open communicat ion  to th is  

guy or  to  th is  Mr Ndla la helped me to understand the  

connect ion of  Mr Kat iso to the car te l .   I f  i t  was not  that ,  I  do 

not  th ink i t  was going to be easy for  me to understand much 

in  a way.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Wi tness A .   You 

said ear l ier  on  that  you d id report  your  at tendance at  the  

f i rs t  par ty as par t  o f  the TRA background.   Why was i t  

important  to  do that?  Chai r ,  I  th ink we have lost  the -  

Wi tness A,  are you there?  He is  not  muted,  but  he is  just  10 

le f t  now.   We wi l l  t ry  and get  h im back.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Should we adjourn and …[ intervenes]  

ADV SEGEELS -NCUBE SC :    I  th ink so,  Chai r  

…[intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    And hear f rom you?  Let  us adjourn.    

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Hel lo?  Are you back,  Wi tness 

A? 

WITNESS A :    Yes,  i t  was just  a  l i t t le  connect ion.  20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Is  i t  sor ted now?  

WITNESS A :    I t  is  sor ted.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  thank you.   My quest ion  

was re lated  to why you fe l t  i t  important  to  report  your  

at tendance at  the  f i rs t  par ty on the 25 t h  o f  May as par t  o f  
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the TRA background facts.  

WITNESS A :    I  fe l t  to  me i t  was important  to  report  i t  

because when I  sat  and thought  back and d iscussed i t  wi th 

the invest igat ing  team, we understood i t  to  be something 

e lse.   I t  d id  not  actual ly  come as a  pure socia l  gather ing.   I f  

i t  was a socia l  gather ing,  then i t  would have come at  a 

wrong t ime because now we were having th is  case that  was 

l ink ing to these dangerous people,  and that  in format ion was 

sourced,  or  i t  was g iven to us by the same General  that  is  

now at  th is  socia l  gather ing,  which then a lso added that  th is 10 

person who is  inv i t ing us there turned out  to  have 

knowledge about  Kat iso and the car te ls .   Even though I  d id  

not  mean to d iscuss i t  to  that  extent ,  because I  th ink  for  me 

i t  is  a  l i t t le  sensi t i ve.   There is  actual ly  more to i t .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Wi tness A .   Then 

i f  we can go onto your next  top ic ,  which is  the bal l is t i cs 

invest igat ion,  and you say possib le  tamper ing.   That  is  page 

17,  paragraph 54.   Can you te l l  us what  i t  is  that  you are 

referr ing to in  th is  paragraph?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  yes,  Commissioner.   This one,  I  th ink i t  20 

wi l l  be deal t  in  deta i l  by Wi tness B.   But  then just  to  g ive a 

l i t t le  background on i t ,  we had,  as  we f i rs t  requested that  

General  Shib i r i  assist  us to  f i rs t  take the f ina l i sat ion of  the 

report .   And then we d id eventual ly  get  the report  that  was 

g iven to us.   But  when we went  through the report ,  we found 
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that  there were some omissions,  or  there was something  

missing that  was very crucia l  in  order  to  l ink ing the two 

scenes,  which would be the scene that  happened in  Bramley 

and the scene tha t  happened in  Vereenig ing.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And why do you cal l  that ,  as 

you t i t led i t ,  possib le tamper ing?  Why would  i t  be 

tamper ing that  there is  something  missing  in  the  bal l is t i cs  

report  that  you had received?  

WITNESS A :    When we read the report ,  i t  w i l l  be 

remembered that  there were the 15 car t r idges that  I  spoke 10 

about  when we s tar ted that  we found in  the  V iano.   And 

then i t  was our  hope that  these car t r idges were e i ther  going 

to connect  or  l ink the suspect  or  the f i rearms to the 

Vereenig ing murder.   But  then when we read our  report ,  we 

could f ind that  the bal l i s t i cs ana lyst  that  was do ing the  

analys is d id acknowledge receiv ing the 15 car t r idges when 

the exhib i ts  were brought  to  h im.   But  when he was 

compi l ing h is report ,  he d id not  speak to the bal l is t i cs as to  

whether  they l ink or  not .   So that  was the omission that  I  am 

ta lk ing to.  20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    So why do not  you categor ise  

that  omission as just  an er ror?  Why do you say that  i t  is  

possib le tamper ing?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  i t  could have been an error .   But  now i t  

depends as to how you categor ised i t  a t  the t ime.   I  thought  
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i t  could be an error ,  an omission f rom your s ide,  or  i t  could  

be l i ke to  say,  I  am not  going to  do i t ,  I  am not  going to 

ment ion th is  to  that  report ,  which wi l l  then be an omission.   

So,  i t  just  depended to the person who was reading i t  to 

say,  but  I  am taking th is  to  be th is ,  and I  am taking  th is  to  

mean th is .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Was your concern  that  i t  

ment ioned the car t r idges,  so he was aware  of  the 

car t r idges,  but  i t  d id  not  l ink the car t r idges?  There is  

nowhere in  the report  where there is  a l inkage made to 10 

those car t r idges and the scene,  the murder scene.  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  he actual ly  d id receive the car t r idges 

brought  to  h im to  do the analys is on,  l ike to  do test ing,  then 

i t  would be expected fo r  h im to g ive a report  to  that .   Then 

the report  would be e i ther  negat ive or  posi t ive.   There was 

no such.   So that  could mean tha t  i t  was an omission or  

maybe just  an er ror  f rom his s ide.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Sor ry,  Wi tness A,  I  know the next  

wi tness wi l l  deal  wi th  th is  in  more deta i l ,  but  do you bel ieve 

that  there was possib le tamper ing?  What  is  your  personal  20 

v iew?  Do you be l ieve that  i t  was an innocent  omission,  o r  

do you bel ieve that  there is  a possib i l i ty  of  tamper ing?  

WITNESS A :    I  be l ieve there was tamper ing when you take 

everyth ing that  happened wi th th is  case going forward and 

then you understand,  and you l i s ten to in fo rmat ion that  you 
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get .   I  be l ieve tha t  th is  was tamper ing that  was a imed at  not  

l ink ing the suspect  to  th is  case.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And your op in ion is  not  in f luenced by 

Wi tness B i t  is  your  personal  opin ion.  

WITNESS A :    I t  is  my personal  opin ion,  but  i t  is  in f luenced 

by the invest igat ions that  was carr ied out  af ter  th is  

omission was dep icted.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner  

Khumalo.   Wi tness A,  you d id not  g ive the name of  the  

bal l i s t ics of f icer .   Who is  i t?  10 

WITNESS A :    Bal l is t ics of f icer  was Of f icer  Makgot loe at  the  

t ime.   He has s ince been promoted to a rank of  a  capta in.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    You say he is  s ince been 

promoted to?  

WITNESS A :    A  rank of  a  capta in.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Of  a capta in,  okay.  

WITNESS A :    Yes.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Do you want  to  spel l  h is  

surname for  purposes of  the record because there is  la te r  

on other  names that  a re s imi lar  to  th is .   I f  you can just  spel l  20 

i t  for  the record.  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Makgot loe wi l l  be M -A-K-G-O-L-T-L-E-

O.  

CHAIRPERSON :    You mixed up some of  the le t ters.   P lease 

star t  again,  Wi tness A.   
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WITNESS A :    I t  is  M-A-K-G-O-T-L-E-O,  as far  as I  

understand i t ,  Chai rperson.   

CHAIRPERSON :    So,  i t  is  not  O-E because i t  appears as  

O-E,  and you repeatedly say E -O.  

WITNESS A :    I t  is  O-E.   My apology,  Chai rperson.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  thank you.   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Wi tness A.   You -  

so you say that  you went  to  co l lect  the bal l i s t ics report  f rom 

the warrant  of f icer  now.   Did you have any d iscussions wi th 

h im at  that  point  about  the report  that  he had prepared?  10 

WITNESS A :    Yes,  so when we ar r ived there at  h is  of f ice,  

but  before just  we arr ived there,  Wi tness B got  a phone cal l  

to  say the report  is  ready.   She can go col lect .   And then we 

proceeded to  bal l is t ics of f ice in  S i lver ton,  Pretor ia .   And we 

met  Warrant  Of f i cer  Makgot loe.   And then he to ld  us that  

the report  that  had been prepared is  actual ly  wrong.   I t  

needs to be redone.   Not  actual ly  re -examinat ion,  but  the 

wr i t ing of  the report  as we understood i t .   I t  was not  wr i t ten 

proper ly .   Then he said the report  that  he was having,  i t  

was wrong he cannot  g ive i t  to  us .   He had to rewr i te  the 20 

report  as we wai ted.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Cont inue.  

WITNESS A :    And then he took us  to h is  of f ice where there 

was another  war rant  of f i cer  that  I  forgot  h is  name.   But  he 

d id in t roduce h imsel f  to  us.   And then they to ld  us to  wai t  as 
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they were prepar ing the cor rect  vers ion of  the repor t .   And 

then we sat  there about  maybe 1  hour,  1  hour 30  minutes 

wai t ing for  the f ina l  vers ion of  the report  to  be typed and 

g iven to us.    

 But  in  the meant ime,  he d id not  actual ly  te l l  us what  

was wrong wi th the report  that  needed to be rect i f ied or  

maybe show us the wrong vers ion as  to say th is  is  the  

wrong vers ion.   I  am ei ther  going  to dest roy i t ,  bu t  th is  i s 

what  was wrong.   But  we just  t rusted h im as an expert  to  

say he saw whatever i t  is  that  he said i t  i s  wrong.   Now he 10 

needs to cor rect  i t  and g ive us the r ight  vers ion.    

 And then at  that  t ime we were just  happy wi th that .   

But  whi le  we were s i t t ing there,  we now discussed the case 

where he to ld us  that  we need to  be very carefu l  on th is  

case.   Because now,  the f i rearms that  a re being used in  th is  

case,  are involved in  th is  case,  are a lso involved in  a lo t  o f  

shoot ings around Gauteng and even KZN where they are 

a lso involved in  the heist .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Yes,  cont inue.    

WITNESS A :    And then he said,  even communicat ing  20 

openly to  other  people about  th is  case is  very dangerous 

because i t  seems l ike the people that  are involved in  th is  

case are very dangerous looking at  the involvement  o f  these 

f i rearms to other  cases.   And then our  expectat ion  at  f i rs t  

was that  the report  that  he was compi l ing at  that  t ime was 
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go ing to show us what  he was speaking about ,  wh ich was 

not  the case.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    When you say what  he was 

speaking about ,  what  a re you refer r ing to?   

WITNESS A :    To  say these f i rearms are  l inked in  many,  in  

many cases.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    So you were expect ing the  

report  that  you were wai t ing for ,  fo r  an hour and a hal f  f rom 

him to f ix  the  error ,  would set  out  in  that  report  the l inkages 

that  he was te l l ing you about  whi le  you were wai t ing  for  the 10 

report?   

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And d id the  report  have those 

l inkages in  there?   

WITNESS A :    I t  d id  not  have the  records in  there .   Even 

worse,  i t  d id  not  have these 15 car t r idges that  we have 

recovered when we arrested the suspect  at  Bramley.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Wi tness A,  and we 

note that  you say that  Wi tness B w i l l  deal  wi th  th is  in  more 

deta i l .   I f  we can then go to page 19 of  your  statement ?  20 

You refer  to  fo l low-ups that  were made by Wi tness B and 

the bal l i s t ics expert ,  and then you say that  there was 

something that  occurred in  September 2024.   Can you te l l  

us about  that  event  in  paragraph 59 and 60?   

WITNESS A :    That  wi l l  be now in  re lat ion to  the bal l is t i cs 
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invest igat ion.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Cor rect .   Paragraph 59 and 

60.    

WITNESS A :    Yes.   In  paragraph 69,  i t  says,  I  know that  

Wi tness B had made fo l low -ups wi th Warrant  Of f icer  

Makgot loe  [?]  regard ing the bal l i s t ics report ,  and was not  

making such much of  a progress.   Then somet imes in  

September 2024,  we decided to take the f i rearms to another  

lab,  which is  a lso a SAPS lab in  KZN,  fo r  them to be re -

examined,  o r  maybe just  to  see i f  they could  get  any 10 

l inkages.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And the l inkages 

…[intervenes] .  

WITNESS A :    Insofar  as…  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Sorry ,  Wi tness A,  the l inkages 

that  you are refer r ing to i s  what?  The 15 car t r idges,  or  the 

cases that  he had to ld you about?   The other  cases that  he  

had to ld you about?   

WITNESS A :    I t  is  the other  cases that  we are to ld about .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay.  20 

WITNESS A :    Because at  th is  po int ,  we were not  even 

aware  that  these 15 car t r idges are not  ment ioned in  h is  

report .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay.   So you d id not  expect  

or  have any knowledge of  the ba l l is t ics insofar  as  the 15 
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car t r idges were concerned?  I t  was not  something you were 

looking out  fo r?   

WITNESS A :    No.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    I t  was you were looking for  

the l inkages tha t  he had to ld you about  whi le  he was 

prepar ing the report?   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  we were looking for  the l inkages insofar  

as we were to ld when he was doing the report .   And maybe I  

just  need to a lso  ment ion that  as  we were advanc ing wi th  

our  invest igat ion,  we a l ready knew that  these suspects were  10 

involved in  a lo t  o f  shoot ings.   Some of  the dockets were 

a l ready wi th us.   Then we were expect ing to say i f  these 

f i rearms were found in  Vereen ig ing ,  and maybe fo r  

instance,  we know that  th is  person is  a lso invo lved in  

shoot ing and k i l l i ng a person there  on the docket  that  I  am 

also carry ing here,  then I  was th ink ing,  why am I  no t  get t ing  

a l inkage?  Or we were expect ing  to get  such l inkages,  but  

we d id not .   And then there was a l i t t le  b i t  o f  f rust ra t ion on 

our  s ide,  which is  why we decided to take i t  for  second 

analys is in  KZN.    20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Wi tness A,  just  so that  we do not  lose  

each other ,  p lease go to paragraph 55 of  your  statement .    

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioner.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    The f i rearms you refer  to  in  l ine 4 of  
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your  statement ,  where you say you accompanied your  

co l leagues to the  forensic laboratory in  S i lver ton to  co l lect  

f i rearms,  A re these the f i rearms that  were col lected or  

taken or  conf isca ted when the ar rests were made af ter  the  

Swart  murder?  Are those the f i rearms?   

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So they were in  S i lver ton,  and when 

you le f t  S i lver ton ,  d id you leave wi th those f i rearms,  you 

and your team?   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioner.   We le f t  wi th  them, and 10 

then we booked them at  the pol ice  stat ion whe re the docket 

was opened,  which is  Bramley.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And then now i f  you go to page 19,  

paragraph 59 of  your  statement ,  you say :  

“Somet ime in  September 2024,  we 

decided to take the f i rearms to another  

lab in  KZN to see whether  there were 

any l inkages. ”  

Are you referr ing to the same f i rearms?   

WITNESS A :    I  am referr ing to the same f i rearms, 20 

Commissioner.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And then what  happened to  the 15 

car t r idges?   

WITNESS A :    The 15 car t r idges were le f t  a t  the  lab in  

Pretor ia ,  because ord inar i l y  you w i l l  get  the f i rearms,  and 
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then the car t r idges,  which is  now the 15 car t r idges wi l l  be 

le f t  wi th  the lab  for  them to  d ispose of .   So we d id not  take 

them.  We just  took the f i rearms.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner.    

WITNESS A :    Thank you,  Commissioner.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  so we are  now at  

paragraph 60.   You are ta lk ing about  the second opin ion.   

You took the f i rearms to another  lab.   Can you e laborate on 

that?   10 

WITNESS A :    Yes,  we then took the f i rearms to the  second 

lab in  KZN for  them to be re -examined.   And then when we 

got  there,  we were asked as to what  the issue was,  and 

then we had to expla in to  say th is  i s  the in format ion that  we 

got  when we got  to  the lab the f i rs t  t ime in  Pretor ia ,  but  now 

we are t ry ing to read the bal l is t i c  report .   We cannot  see 

what  was said by Warrant  Of f i cer  Makgot loe  and we are 

st ruggl ing because now we understand th ose people are  

involved in  other  cases,  a lo t  o f  o ther  cases that  we are  

invest igat ing,  but  we do not  see i t  here.   And then could we 20 

p lease be assisted?   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    You may cont inue wi th what  

d id  –  who was i t  that  was assist ing you at  that  lab in  KZN?   

WITNESS A :    We were assisted by  Warrant  Of f icer  Kada.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And what  d id he te l l  you?   
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WITNESS A :    Sorry,  I  d id  not  hear  that ,  Commissioner .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    I  in terrupted you,  so you were  

saying Warrant  Of f icer  Kada?   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  he is  a bal l i s t i c  expert .   He was the one 

who was going to assist  us wi th th is  bal l i s t ics that  we are 

asking about ,  that  we are request ing to be assisted on.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay.   You ment ioned that  

you voiced your  f rust rat ions to h im,  and then you a lso 

needed assistance f rom someone e lse.   Can you just  

e laborate on that?   10 

WITNESS A :    Yes,  we in formed h im what  has happened 

and then we gave h im a l i t t le  b i t  o f  the case.   And then we 

a lso gave h im the report  that  we got  f rom Pretor ia  because 

we were car ry ing  i t  wi th  us,  to  say,  can he read th rough i t  

and in terpret  i t  to  us?  Because i t  is  qui te  a technica l  

report ,  you need someone who understands i t  wel l  to  read i t  

back to you and te l l  you what  i t  actual ly  says.    

 And then at  f i rs t  g lance,  he said,  but  there is  15  

car t r idges that  was taken to bal l is t ics and then there is  

noth ing ment ioned about  them in the resul ts ,  because now 20 

the expert  wi l l  receive the exhib i t ,  then wi l l  do the 

examinat ion,  then wi l l  g ive the resul ts  thereof ,  which wi l l  

then be negat ive or  posi t ive.   And then i t  was actua l ly  h im 

who a ler ted us that  there is  no ment ion of  the 15 car t r idges 

in  the resul ts ,  but  they are being ment ioned as coming in  to  
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the lab.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And then just  fo r  the sake of  

completeness,  you ment ioned the Maj -Gen Mbuso Khumalo.   

What  was h is ro le  in  th is  process?   

WITNESS A :    His ro le was to fac i l i ta te that  we get  

assistance in  KZN,  because now,  ord inar i ly ,  when you are  

here  in  Gauteng,  you take your bal l is t ics to  the nearest  lab,  

which is  in  Pretor ia .   Now we are st ruggl ing to get  help 

there.   Now we said,  can we maybe t ry  and take i t  to  KZN 

and see i f  maybe they wi l l  assist  us before we get  to  t r ia l ,  10 

so  that  we can understand exact ly  what  i s  happening here.   

Is  i t  rea l l y  that  these f i rearms are a lso concerned in  th is  

case,  o r  maybe they are a lso concerned in  a lo t  o f  o ther  

cases,  of  which  some are the  cases that  we were  

invest igat ing?  And then he real ly  d id so.   He connected us 

wi th the bal l i s t ics  in  KZN for  us to  assist  us.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Wi tness A.   Can 

we now go on to the  next  top ic,  which  is  on page 20 of  your  

statement ,  s tar t ing at  paragraph 61 ?  You have t i t led i t  

Tau 's Bai l  and the IO 's Request  for  Assistance.    20 

WITNESS A :    Yes.   On th is  one,  i t  main ly  deals  about  Tau 

that  was now apply ing for  h is  ba i l  a t  Vereenig ing  on the  

murder case,  because in i t ia l l y  they d id apply fo r  bai l ,  a l l  

three of  them, and the bai l  was denied  and then they were  

not  g ranted bai l .   And then Tau made a bai l  on new facts  
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c i t ing that  he has got  a condi t ion.   Then th is  condi t ion  

warrants h im to be re leased out  of  pr ison so that  he can get  

bet te r  medical  serv ices outs ide.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    What  condi t ion is  i t  that  he 

re l ied upon?   

WITNESS A :    He to ld the Court  that  he was d iabet ic ,  and 

then he to ld that  h is  condi t ion would need h im to be at  a 

fac i l i t y  outs ide of  the hospi ta l ,  and then he was granted bai l  

based on that .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  so can we just  go a 10 

step back before he  is  granted bai l?   You speak about  the 

1 s t  o f  August  2024.   Can you te l l  us about  that?   

WITNESS A :    Yes.   The 1 s t  o f  August  2024,  i t  was the eve 

of  the day when Tau was granted bai l  and then I  got  a  

phone cal l  f rom Vusi  Ndla la  again  and then he to ld me what  

was going to happen  about  bai l .   He actual ly  expressly to ld  

me that  Tau was going to be granted bai l .   Then he to ld me 

that  that  cannot  happen because we have got  a st rong case 

against  h im,  and he has a l ready fa i led h is f i rs t  a t tempt .    

 Then he to ld me what  was the p lan,  accord ing to  20 

h im,  and then he said Tau is  going to pay h is way out .   I f  

that  fa i l s ,  he wi l l  escape.   I f  the second one fa i ls  of  

escaping,  he w i l l  e l iminate the  invest igat ing o f f icers,  

meaning he wi l l  k i l l  them.   Then I  sa id he  is  just  making 

stor ies.   He is  not  going to  –  tha t  is  not  going to happen,  
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meaning get t ing bai l ,  not  ta lk ing about  k i l l ing or  escaping.   I  

was ta lk ing about  bai l  because I  was so st rong that  the 

case that  we had against  h im is  actual ly  very st rong.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Wi tness A  …[intervenes] .  

WITNESS A :    And what  happened on the …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Wi tness A,  you say the WhatsApp cal l  

was f rom “someone ” .   Did you establ ish f rom whose phone 

th is  ca l l  was made?   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  i t  was f rom Mr …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  missed that .   I  am looking  at  the 10 

statement ,  and because I  sor t  o f  suspected that  you d id 

ment ion the name now,  I  whispered to my co -Commissioner.   

He,  l ike me,  missed the name as wel l .   I  am very sorry.   I  

was looking at  the someone in  the statement .   Thank you 

very much.    

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioner,  thank you.   And then 

now I  reported th is  ca l l  on ly to  the second wi tness,  because 

I  d id  not  real l y  make something b ig out  of  i t .   I  sa id  –  I  to ld  

her  to  say,  hey,  I  got  the cal l  f rom th is  person,  because now 

she knows h im because we have just  a t tended the par ty  20 

there.   This is  what  he is  saying.   But  I  d id  not  take i t  as  

something ser ious,  only to  be surpr ised on the fo l lowing day 

that  Tau real ly  was granted bai l .   Then i t  k ind of  changed 

the whole s i tuat ion.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    When you say i t  changed the 



    20 OCTOBER 2025 – DAY 14 
 

Page 145  o f  169  

 

 

whole s i tuat ion,  what  a re you refer r ing to?   

WITNESS A :    I t  conf i rmed what  Ndla la  had said to  me on 

the 1 s t .   And then i t  a lso conf i rmed what  he used to be  

saying,  l ike a long to say th is  person is  connected to Molefe ,  

who is  connected to the car te ls .   And then i t  conf i rmed to 

say when he said  that  they wi l l  pay thei r  way out ,  o r  i f  that  

does not  happen,  they wi l l  k i l l  the in vest igat ing  team.   Then 

I  could see that  one of  what  he said,  one th ing of  the three 

th ings that  he said wi l l  happen has just  happened.   So now 

i t  meant  we needed to run fast  to  stop them doing maybe 10 

the second or  the  th i rd step  on the th ings that  he said would 

happen.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Now …[ intervenes] .   

WITNESS A :    And then I  ca l led h im again.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Cont inue.  

WITNESS A :    I  ca l led h im again  on WhatsApp cal l .   And 

then as I  ca l led h im,  he said –  when he answered the cal l ,  

he said,  yes,  I  to ld  you .   The problem is  when I  te l l  you 

th ings you do not  want  to  understand.   And i t  was just  

before even our  of f ice knew that  Tau was being granted 20 

bai l .   Then he said,  I  to ld  you .   The problem,  you do not  

want  to  l is ten to me when I  te l l  you th ings.   Then I  asked 

h im,  how did you know?  Then he to ld me that  he was cal led  

by General  Shib i r i  who to ld h im that  Tau had jus t  been 

re leased in  Vereenig ing on bai l  o f  10  000.    
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 Now my suspic ions that  I  had that  were not  

conf i rmed were coming to real i ty  now to say what  I  was 

suspect ing w i th the pat te rns,  going to h is  of f i ce ,  could i t  be  

that  he knows something that  we do not  know?  And then 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wi tness?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioner?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   What  d id you understand h im or  

what  d id he mean when he said he a lso said that  I  d id  not  

want  to  l is ten to h im when he te l l s  me about  such th ings ?  10 

What  does that  mean ,  you d iscuss wi th h im ord inar i ly  and 

h is p lace in  your  work ?  

WITNESS A :    He wi l l  te l l  me a lo t  o f  th ings about  th is  case.   

Amongst  the th ings that  he wi l l  te l l  me is  to  say,  hey,  

…[indist inct ]  recuse yoursel f  f rom th is  invest igat ion 

because i t  is  dangerous.   The people that  a re behind th is  

case are actual ly  dangerous.   You wi l l  get  yoursel f  k i l led.   

Then I  wi l l  take i t  as i f  just  someone would just  want  to  

in t imidate you.    

 Then I  wi l l  say,  hey,  i t  a lways happens.   And then 20 

he wi l l  go on and say the person that  you are  work ing  wi th,  

which now is  Wi tness B,  i s  not  te l l ing you that  she has 

a l ready received money in  order  for  her  to  re lease Tau or  

not  to  oppose bai l  for  Tau.   Then I  to ld  h im,  that  is  

impossib le.   I t  is  not  going to happen.   So in  a nutshel l ,  
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those are the th ings that  he was te l l ing me.    

 But  the 2n d  o f  August ,  i t  means that  we needed to  

work very fast  to  a le r t  our  commanders at  the very  h ighest  

level  o f  what  has happened and what  was coming a long,  

because most  of  the th ings,  i t  was just  between me and 

Witness B and maybe a few other  people,  but  not  reported 

d i rect ly  to  the sen ior  of f i cers.  

 But  on that  day,  we thought  that  we actual ly  need 

to report  th is  and lay the foundat ion as we were  coming 

f rom the f i rs t  appearance to th is  day so that  the  senior  10 

of f icers can take a decis ion f rom there.   But  other  than that ,  

we were feel ing  scared.   We were feel ing real l y ,  rea l l y  

scared to such that  I  requested to be provided wi th secur i t y  

f rom that  day to be taken to the p lace where the meet ing  

was going to be in  order  fo r  us to  pave the way forward.  

 And then we held a meet ing that  took us through,  

not  through the n ight ,  but  i t  took us  la te in to  the n igh t  t ry ing 

to th ink what  i t  i s  that  we need to do.   How are we going to 

approach th is?  Who is  going to  be looking at  our  safety?   

Because at  the meant ime,  we are a lso wai t ing for  the TRA 20 

appl icat ion that  was in  p lace,  that  was appl ied fo r .    

CHAIRPERSON :    You say that ,  I  hope I  wi l l  not  be making 

you repeat  something that  you have said.   You say that  at  

the t ime you had the te lephonic in te ract ion wi th Mr Ndla la.  

WITNESS A :    Yes.  
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CHAIRPERSON :    Only two of  you invest igators were 

remain ing.   Or ig inal l y ,  as I  understand,  there were f ive of  

you,  not  so?  

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct .  

CHAIRPERSON :    What  has s ince happened to the other 

three invest igators?   

WITNESS A :    The other  three invest igators had recused 

themselves.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Had what?  You said they had recused 

themselves.   I  am used to that  term being used in  the  10 

context  of  jud ic ia l  o f f icers or  people who preside even in  

t r ibunals or  other  adjudicat ive fora .   So,  I  am not  used to i t  

in  the context  of  invest igators.   Can you expla in what  you 

mean?   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Chai rperson.   I  am using i t  in  lack of  a  

bet te r  term to use,  but  they have gone out  of  the 

invest igat ion.   They were no longer par t  o f  the 

invest igat ion.   They have …[ intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    They had wi thdrawn.    

WITNESS A :    [ Ind ist inct ]… term for  that .  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    They had wi thdrawn as invest igators.    

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct .   Thank you.   Thank you,  

Chai rperson.   They had a l ready wi thdrawn themselves f rom 

invest igat ion.  

CHAIRPERSON :    The reasons being?   
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WITNESS A :    They d id not  real ly  g ive a reason because 

thei r  wi thdrawal  was not  the k ind of  formal  wi thdrawal  to  s i t  

down around the table to  say,  because of  reason one,  two,  

and th ree,  I  am decid ing to wi thdraw mysel f .    

CHAIRPERSON :    May I  ask th is  d i rect  quest ion?  From the 

test imony of  General  Mkhwanazi ,  the  d ist inct  impression we 

were g iven is  that  invest igators wi thdrew because of  the 

threats that  were brought  to  bear upon a l l  the invest igators.   

Would that  be  –  which I  be l ieve was par t  o f  what  led to 10  

members of  the PKTT being brought  to  Gauteng.   Is  that  10 

factual ly  correct  o r  not?   

WITNESS A :    That  would be correct ,  Commissioners.   But  

what  I  was saying is  that  there was no fo rmal  wi thdrawal  to  

s i t  around the tab le to  say,  for  reason number one or  two,  I  

am wi thdrawing mysel f .   But  I  th ink the pressure that  the  

team was fac ing could have amounted to them to wi thdraw 

themselves.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   You were  

st i l l  on the issue of  Tau's bai l ,  and we are at  paragraph 65 

on page 21.   Cou ld you just  read that  in to the record?  And 20 

whi le  you are doing that ,  we wi l l  d isp lay WA3,  which is  on 

page 56 and 57.   I t  is  redacted.   The d isp lay  wi l l  be 

redacted.   But  i f  I  could ask you to look at  your  hardcopy 

af ter  you have read th is  in to the record ? 

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioners,  I  have got  my 
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hardcopy.   I t  wi l l  be page 56 and 57 .   Am I  cor rect ,  

Commissioners?   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Yes.   Can you te l l  us what  i t  

is  that  we are  looking at  wi thout  ment ion ing the name of  the 

person who is  sending th is  message?   

WITNESS A :    Yes.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    You may proceed.    

WITNESS A :    I  am just  prepar ing to read them out .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  we are looking  

speci f ica l l y  at  the  one on the 15 t h  o f  Ju ly 2024.    10 

WITNESS A :    Yes.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    I t  says,  Chat  1.   Do you have 

i t  wi th  you?   

WITNESS A :    Chat  1.   Yes,  I  have i t  wi th  me.   Can I  just  

p lease swi tch on the l ight?  I t  is  qui te  dark where I  am.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    I  am asking you not  to  look at  

the one that  is  on  the screen because i t  i s  redacted and you 

wi l l  not  see some of  the in format ion .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  th ink he says i t  is  dark.  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  I  want  to  read i t  f rom the hardcopy ,  but  20 

I  just  need to swi tch on the l ight  of  the p lace where I  am.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    P lease do so.  

WITNESS A :    So I  can see c lear ly .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioners .  
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Wi tness A,  i f  I  can ask you to  

f i rs t  read paragraph 65 of  your  s tatement  in to the  record,  

and then we wi l l  go  to the WhatsApp chat  on page 56 ?  So 

f i rs t  read 65.    

WITNESS A :    Yes,  the paragraph 65 goes as fo l lows.   I t  

says:  

“Our invest igat ion  a lso revealed that  in  

a WhatsApp chat  on the 14 t h  o f  Ju ly  

2024,  someone sent  a message to 

Molefe  saying appearance for  bai l  10 

appl icat ion today.   Next  cour t  

appearance bai l  wi l l  be granted for  

h im.   Tau’s next  appearance was 

indeed on the 2 n d  o f  August  2024,  and 

he was granted bai l .   On that  day,  

Molefe  sent  a message to that  person 

saying bai l  granted wi th emoj is .   The 

next  ext ract  f rom th is  chat  is  at tached 

as…”   

The paper that  I  am having here.  20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay  So then i f  we can then 

go to page 56,  wh ich is  WA3.    

WITNESS A :    Yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Do you know where th is  chat  

came f rom?  From whose phone th is  chat  came f rom?   
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WITNESS A :    Yes,  i t  came f rom the downloads of  Mr  

Molefe 's  phone.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Sor ry ,  you say the downloads 

f rom Mr Molefe 's  phone?   

WITNESS A :    Yes.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    When was h is  phone 

obta ined?   

WITNESS A :    His phone was obta ined dur ing h is a rrest  on  

the 6 t h  o f  December 2024.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you.   Can we then go 10 

back to your statement?  

WITNESS A :    Yes,  Commissioners .   

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    A t  paragraph 66 ,  can you te l l  

us what  happened?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Before you go to 66,  these exchanges 

between you and you say Mr Ndla la,  where in  advance he 

te l ls  you what  the p lan is ,  and you descr ibe  th is  in  

paragraph 63 ,  you say there was a c lear  p lan what  would 

happen regard ing  the bai l .   F i rs t ,  he would be granted bai l .   

Secondly,  i f  he was not  granted ba i l ,  he would escape f rom 20 

custody.   Thi rd ly ,  i f  one and two fa i led,  the invest igat ing 

of f icers would be e l iminated.   And then you say i t  was at  

th is  point  where I  was advised to  leave the invest igat ion.   

And then you then again in  the next  paragraph say you 

cal led h im back,  where you say I  ca l led the person in  



    20 OCTOBER 2025 – DAY 14 
 

Page 153  o f  169  

 

 

paragraph 64.   In  the th i rd l ine you say I  ca l led the  person 

who in formed me Tau –  that  that  is  Mr Ndla la.   You cal led 

Mr Ndla la.    

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight .   And then that  Tau would be 

granted bai l :  

“Before I  could te l l  h im what  happened,  

he laughed and said he to ld me th is  

would happen.   He a lso said that  I  d id  

not  want  to  l is ten  to h im when he te l ls  10 

me about  such th ings.   He said th is  in  

a boast fu l  way. ”  

Wi thout  d isc los ing anyth ing that  might  be sensi t ive about  Mr 

Ndla la and your engagements wi th h im,  d id you consider  

why would he know th is  k ind of  deta i l?   That  there was a  

p lan and he deta i ls  i t  in  the way that  I  have set  i t  out  and 

that  Mr Tau  would be re leased and in  fact  Mr Tau does get  

re leased?   

WITNESS A :    That  is  cor rect .   That  was one of  my 

concerns to the extent  that  I  d id  ask h im as to how did he 20 

come about  to  know that  he had just  been re leased because 

i t  was a new informat ion.   So now I  thought  he knew more 

than I  knew about  the case that  I  was invest igat ing,  

meaning that  he  had a connect ion somewhere wi th the 

people that  were involved in  the case.   That  was my 
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understanding of  the s i tuat ion at  the t ime.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  he is  not  an  employee.   Mr  Ndla la,  

you say categor ica l ly  he is  not  an employee of  the SAPS.    

WITNESS A :    He is  not  an employee of  the SAPS as fa r  as  

I  wi l l  understand.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Ms Segeels .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner  

Baloyi .   Wi tness A,  we were at  page 21,  paragraph 66 of  

your  statement  where  you were deal ing  wi th the a f termath  

of  Mr Tau 's bai l  appl icat ion  succeeding and h im being 10 

re leased on bai l .    

WITNESS A :    Yes.   Then we had a long meet ing on the 2 n d  

that  now we took a decis ion that  we need to take steps to 

report  these th ings to the General ,  who is  now General  

Khumalo,  who is  the head of  detect ives in  the province,  

through General  Gopane ,  who is  our  immediate commander 

at  our  of f ice.   And then th is  was now on a Saturday,  and my 

leave was star t ing.    

 I  was supposed to have gone somewhere fo r  leave,  

but  I  thought  I  cannot  leave unt i l  I  see that  we are get t ing 20 

help on th is .   And then now we s tar ted to be engaged in  

what  I  ca l l  as a  runaround.   We were dr iv ing around out  

there t ry ing to  f igure out  what  i t  is  that  we are going to  do,  

because i t  was not  safe to  dr ive to our  p laces.   I t  was not  

safe to  even go to the of f ice,  because now the pol ice were  
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a lso involved in  th is .    

 We were t ry ing to get  hold of  Br igadier  Gopane on 

the phone,  and then she was not  a round the province.   She 

was at tending the  funera l  outs ide the province,  and then the  

network was bad.   The phone was not  going th rough.   Now 

we wanted to ge t  a hold of  General  Khumalo,  who is  the  

head of  detect ives.   We d id not  want  to  report  to  any other  

person jun ior  to  those two ,  but  now the chal lenge that  we 

had,  we d id not  have d i rect  communicat ion wi th the General  

a t  the t ime.    10 

 So we needed –  we were th ink ing of  who was going 

to connect  us to  the General  and actual ly  be able to  lay the  

f rust rat ions that  we are having,  and then why we needed to 

see h im,  because actual ly  we needed to go to h im,  even 

though i t  was on the weekend,  to  say th is  is  the problem 

that  we are s i t t ing wi th.   We knew that  he knew about  the 

case,  but  we were not  d iscussing the case openly wi th h im 

at  the t ime.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Yes.   Wi tness A,  can I  just  

ask you,  you say that  you could not  get  hold of  Br igadier  20 

Gopane to  get  assistance.   Why d id you  not  contact  your  

d i rect  commander ,  Colonel  Mokoena?   

WITNESS A :    As  I  ment ioned before  that  the d i rect ive  that  

we had received f rom Br igadier  Gopane was that  anyth ing 

that  has to do wi th th is  case should be reported to her  or  to  
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the General  on ly,  no one e lse.   So we were tak ing i t  to  that  

level  to  say we th ink  the person who can be in  a capaci ty  to 

assist  us now would be the Br igadier  or  the General .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And when you speak of  the 

General ,  and you say General  Khumalo ,  could we just  ask  

you to be spec i f ic ,  because there are many General  

Khumalo,  at  least  two ?  So i f  you could be speci f i c  to  g ive 

the name,  so in  th is  instance,  you say that  i t  i s  General  

Mbuso Khumalo .  

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct .   This i s  Genera l  Mbuso 10 

Khumalo ,  who is  the head of  Detect ives in  the prov ince  of  

Gauteng.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  you may cont inue.  

WITNESS A :    And then we thought  of  one of  our  

co l leagues,  who thought  he  may have a d i rect  

communicat ion wi th the General .   Then we drove st ra ight  to  

h is  house and then we to ld h im what  was happen ing ,  and 

then he t r ied to  ca l l  the General  there and then.   But  

unfor tunate ly,  the  General  could not  p ick up.   Then he said,  

no,  we should re lax ,  the General  is  going to come back.   In  20 

fact ,  he was going to send a deta i led WhatsApp message to  

the General ,  for  the General  to  come ei ther  back to  h im or  

to  us.   And then I  fe l t  a t  ease that  I  could dr ive outs ide of  

the province as I  was going on leave,  knowing that  the 

General  is  going to at tend to us at  any t ime.  
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay.   You a lso say that  you 

reported the mat ter  to  the prosecutor .   Can you e laborate 

on that?   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  the mat ter  was a lso reported  to the  

prosecutor .   But  wi th  the prosecutor ,  we had an open 

communicat ion wi th every development .   So even th is  one,  

i t  was reported  to  the prosecutor  to  say th is  i s  the chal lenge 

that  we are fac ing.   But  actual ly ,  she actual ly  understood 

the problem that  we are fac ing  and then she asked us about  

the TRA that  we have appl ied ear l ie r  on.    10 

 Then we to ld her  that  we have not  received any  

resul ts  and then she took i t  up to  hersel f  to  wr i te  i t  to  our  

commanders  and g ive them the background of  the s i tuat ion 

that  we are fac ing and request ing them to see to i t  that  we 

are provided wi th  secur i t y .   Not  on ly for  us,  but  a lso of  the  

docket  that  we carry.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Why was i t  important  to  

provide secur i t y  for  the docket  as wel l?    

WITNESS A :    I t  is  because that  now we thought  that  i f  they 

do not  f ind us,  they wi l l  want  to  f ind the docket .   Once they 20 

f ind the docket ,  then you wi l l  have a problem because now 

you wi l l  not  be having the docket ,  l ike the physica l  docket ,  

i t  wi l l  be gone.   That  was just  our  thought .   I t  is  not  that  we 

knew that  th is  is  what  was going to happen.   To the extent  

that  th is  docket  was not  kept ,  where we wi l l  keep our  docket  
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a t  the of f ice in  our  st i l l  locked cabinets.   We were  dr iv ing 

around wi th i t  wherever we were going,  which was posing  

another  danger to  us.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Did you or  Wi tness B ever  get  

hold of  General  Mbuso Khumalo?   

WITNESS A :    I t  is  General  Mbuso Khumalo  who came back 

to us af te r ,  I  be l ieve,  having  rece ived the  communicat ion  

f rom the member that  assisted us to get  through to h im.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    So you spoke to the General?   

WITNESS A :    The General  phoned me.    10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And what  d id he say?   

WITNESS A :    And then I  spoke to  h im and then he to ld me 

that  he has heard  what  has happened.   And then he to ld me 

that  he would want  to  see us very soon  so that  we can 

d iscuss a way forward.   And then I  to ld  h im that  I  was on 

leave,  but  I  was wi l l ing to  wi thdraw my leave and come to 

work.   Then he said,  no,  there wi l l  not  be a need.   As long 

as I  am safe wherever I  was,  he wi l l  be communicat ing or  

making any ar rangements that  wi l l  be made wi th Wi tness B 

unt i l  I  come back f rom leave.    20 

 And then as soon as I  came back f rom leave,  we 

went  to  the General 's  of f i ce  and then he addressed us.   He 

asked us some quest ions  and then he to ld us that  he is  

going to assist  wherever he can.   And then he just  gave us 

the layout ,  what  h is  wish and what  he  th inks should  happen 
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to  th is  invest igat ion.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay.   Can I  just  take you a 

step back whi le  you were st i l l  on leave at  paragraph 69 on 

page 22?   

WITNESS A :    Yes.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    You speak about  an event  

that  occur red on the 8 t h  o f  August .   Can you e laborate on 

that?   

WITNESS A :    Yes.   On the 8 t h  o f  August ,  I  would have been 

on leave because I  th ink I  came back on leave on the 16 t h ,  10 

i f  I  am correct ,  and then I  was in formed by Wi tness B that  

the TRA has been conducted,  the  Threat  Risk Assessment  

had been conducted and i t  was c lassi f ied as h igh r isk,  

which in  other  words meant  that  our  l ives were ext remely in  

danger.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And who conducted that  TRA?   

WITNESS A :    Sorry,  I  d id  not  get  that ,  Commissioner s.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Who conducted that  TRA?   

WITNESS A :    I t  was Colonel  …[indist inct ]  f rom Cr ime 

Inte l l igence.  20 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  proceed.    

WITNESS A :    Yes.   Then when I  came back ,  we star ted 

doing our  invest igat ion.   Then we would be meet ing wi th the  

of f icers that  were assessing our  r isk,  get t ing in format ion 

f rom us,  asking us how we are feel ing.   That  is  what  we 
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were to ld ,  but  I  would bel ieve that  they were a lso checking 

the p laces that  we were staying a t ,  even though I  d id not  

know that ,  but  there were background checks that  were 

done on us,  I  be l ieve.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay,  and then at  paragraph 

70 you speak about  an inc ident .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    May I ,  before you go to 70?  Wi tness A,  

you say in  paragraph 67 that  you could not  –  the language 

you use is  you say :  

“We could not  speak to General  Shib i r i ,  10 

and so we thought  that  we should t ry  to  

get  hold of  Maj -Gen Mbuso Khumalo. ”  

Why could you not  speak  to –  why d id you decide that  you 

could not  speak to General  Shib i r i?    

WITNESS A :    We had a l ready been advised,  

Commissioners,  to  say we must  not  d iscuss th is  case wi th 

h im,  i f  I  may say that .   And then a lso the confusion that  

happened wi th the  …[indist inct ]  and us cal led to h is  of f ice,  

we,  at  th is  t ime,  up unt i l  today,  we had  not  f igured out  i f  i t  

was h im assist ing us or  i f  i t  was h im t ry ing  to get  20 

in format ion f rom the docket  and everyth ing.   So i t  was safe 

to  deal  wi th  the people that  we t rus ted at  the t ime.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So the reason you decided not  to  speak 

to h im,  i t  was a t rust  issue ?  You d id  not  th ink you could 

t rust  h im?   
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WITNESS A :    I  w i l l  put  i t  in  that  way,  Commissioners.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   Ord inar i l y ,  i f  there were no t rust  

issues and you were deal ing wi th th is  problem that  you f ind  

yourselves in  and you cannot  get  hold of  your  immediate 

super ior ,  I  th ink Br igadier  Gopane,  ord inar i l y  who would you 

speak to?  Would i t  have been  Shib i r i ,  General  Shib i r i?   

WITNESS A :    No,  i t  would have been General  Mbuso 

Khumalo  because he is  at  the provis ional  level .   And then 

General  Shib i r i  i s  a t  the nat ional  level .   So I  wi l l  exhaust  

the means of  t ry ing to get  hold of  General  Khumalo  at  the  10 

provincia l  level  and then going to  nat ional  level  would be 

ext reme.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   So in  terms of  h ie rarchy,  the r ight  

person,  i f  you could not  f ind Br igadier  Gopane,  you are 

saying General  Khumalo ,  Mbuso Khumalo would have been 

the next  person that  you speak to i f  you fo l lowed the  

h ie rarchy.  

WITNESS A :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.   That  would 

be the next  person that  you wi l l  have to speak to.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  thank you.   Thank you,  Ms 20 

Segeels .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner  

Baloy i .   Okay,  so  we are now at  paragraph 70 on page 22,  

where you speak about  an inc ident  that  occurred in  the  

week of  the 12 t h  o f  August  when you returned f rom leave.   
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Can you just  te l l  us about  that?   

WITNESS A :    Yes.   Now,  I  had a l ready resumed the  dut ies.   

Then we were doing normal  invest igat ion on th is  case.   And 

maybe i t  should be ment ioned that  we were doing th is  case 

and other  cases that  we a l ready had at  the of f ice .   So i t  

would be th is  case and other  cases,  depending what  

invest igat ion we have on other  cases.   And then we were 

cal led to come to the of f i ce and then the in format ion was 

that  there were two of f icers who were wai t ing for  us or  who 

needed to meet  w i th us at  the of f ice.    10 

 And then we drove to  the of f i ce  and then we found 

these two pol ice of f icers at  our  of f i ce now,  at  the Organised 

Cr ime Of f ice ,  and then they to ld us they are f rom the Cold 

Case Uni t  and then they requested that  we g ive them over 

the docket  of  Swart  murder .   One of  these warrant  of f icers 

was ident i f ied to  us as Deon Mulaudzi ,  who works  at  the 

Cold Cases Of f i ce .    

 And then we refused.   We said we cannot  because 

that  i s  –  p rocedura l ly ,  t hat  was wrong.   You cannot  just  g ive  

the docket  to  someone who was request ing for  a docket ,  le t  20 

a lone that  th is  was the sensi t ive mat ter  that  we were  

invest igat ing.   Even i f  i t  was just  a  normal  docket  that  had 

no th reats and everyth ing,  you cannot  just  say,  okay,  here 

is  a docket ,  you are looking fo r  i t ,  have i t .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Wi tness A,  the fo rm of  request ,  d id  
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they have a le t te r  wi th  them or  was i t  a  verbal  request?   

WITNESS A :    I t  was a verbal  request .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And who is  the head of  the Cold Case 

Uni t ,  o r  who was at  the t ime?   

WITNESS A :    I  rea l l y  do not  have co mplete  in format ion.   I  

on ly heard that  the head of  the Cold Case Uni t  would be 

Br igadier  –  I  just  forgot  the name.   He is  Br igadier  Gin inda.   

Yes,  he is  heading i t ,  but  I  have not  seen the st ructure of  

that  uni t .   I  do not  know i f  that  is  t rue.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And just  for  our  benef i t ,  what  is  a  10 

cold case in  the context  of  the South Af r ican Pol ice  

System?   

WITNESS A :    The cold case is  a  term given to the  cases 

that  one would say they are ly ing do rmant .   They have been 

opened and then there is  no breakthrough fo r  a cer ta in  

per iod of  t ime.   Then they would  be refer red to as  a co ld 

case,  which would then mean that  they need a cer ta in or  a 

d i f ferent  approach f rom a mainst ream approach that  maybe 

a stat ion or  another  uni t  wi l l  be g iv ing.    

 Then they are ord inar i l y  t ransferred or  g iven to the  20 

Cold Case Uni t .   But  th is  one of  us ,  i t  was a f resh case,  and 

i t  was not  co ld  in  a way that  the people  were a l ready 

ar rested and i t  was court -going.   So i t  d id  not  real l y  f i t  the 

category of  i t  be ing invest igated in  that  uni t  to  star t  wi th .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So you,  as one of  the invest igators,  
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had not  yet  fo rmed a  v iew that  you have h i t  a  dead end wi th 

th is  case?   

WITNESS A :    No.   Actual ly ,  the progress on the case was 

wonderfu l .   We were having leads.   We were get t ing c loser  

to  even ar rest ing  a four th suspect .   And then we had good 

l inkages to the suspect  that  we had a l ready arrested.   So 

there is  no way that  i t  could have been referred to as  a co ld  

case at  that  s tage.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner  

Khumalo.    10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Is  i t ,  Wi tness A,  is  i t  not  possib le that  

whoever approached you may have considered th is  to  be a  

co ld case because you were not  d iscussing i t  wi th  anyone?  

You have test i f ied that  a very smal l  c i rc le  of  peop le knew 

anyth ing about  th is  case as per  inst ruct ions,  and there was 

good reason for  i t .   Is  i t  not  possib le that  there may not  

have been anyth ing s in is ter  wi th  these two gent lemen who 

come and ask for  i t ,  for  the docket?    

WITNESS A :    I  would  not  th ink so,  Commissioner,  because 

even i f  that  would have been the case,  the t ime f rame d id  20 

not  a l low fo r  th is  case to be categor ised as such.   And then 

besides that ,  th is  case was a l l  over  the news.   You wi l l  go  

around,  you wi l l  know about  th is  case,  to  say there is  three 

people that  were  arrested for  the  murder of  Mr Swart  in  

Vereenig ing.   And for  the  fact  that  there  was a pol ice  of f icer  
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that  was arrested on i t ,  i t  w i l l  be l ike a l l  over  in  the media 

and more so  a l l  over  in  our  own connect ions in  the pol ice,  

our  g roups and everyth ing.   So i t  was known tha t  i t  was 

court -going.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner  

Baloy i .   Wi tness A,  we are st i l l  on page 23 o f  your  

statement ,  and a t  paragraph 71 you ta lk  about  a meet ing 

that  occur red on the 20 t h  o f  August  2024.   Can you te l l  us 

what  happened at  that  meet ing?   10 

WITNESS A :    Yes,  th is  meet ing happened just  for  us,  so 

that  we can be able to  g ive the progress of  the case to the 

General ,  because now the General  was tak ing th is  case 

under h is  wing.   So we need to report  to  h im the chal lenges 

that  we are fac ing so that  he can see where he can assist  

and g ive guidance regard ing invest igat ion.   And a lso the  

chal lenges that  now,  the personal  chal lenges in  terms of  the  

threats that  we are having.    

 So th is  was one meet ing of  the regular  meet ings 

that  we are having wi th the General .   Some would  be just  20 

over  the phone i f  he has t ime.   I f  he does not  have t ime,  

then i f  he has t ime,  he wi l l  ca l l  us to  h is  of f ice to  say,  br ie f  

me,  what  i s  happening here?  More so  because now Tau 

was out  on ba i l ,  and then we needed now to be 

invest igat ing the murder  case and then a lso put t ing an eye 
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on h im,  on h is movement .    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And you speak about  the 

responsib i l i t y  for  your  safety and secur i t y  of  the docket .   

What  t ranspi red there?   

WITNESS A :    Yes,  that  was sole ly  taken over  by General  

Khumalo ,  and then he to ld us that  he wi l l  see to i t  that  we 

wi l l  get  the assistance that  we need in  terms of  safe ty.   And 

then he in t roduced us to the people that  were going to 

assist  us in  terms of  protect ion .  

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    And who was that  who was 10 

now responsib le  for  your  safety  and the secur i t y  of  the  

docket?   

WITNESS A :    We were in t roduced to General  Kekana,  who 

is ,  I  th ink,  the head of  the Uni fo rm Uni ts  in  Gauteng  to say 

he wi l l  provide you wi th the members that  wi l l  be in  charge 

of  your  safety or  your  protect ion whi le  you are do ing the  

docket  and whi le  you are of f  duty .   And then at  the same 

t ime,  there was another  wing of  the pol ice that  was going to 

be work ing  behind the scenes,  wh ich I  am not  at  l iber ty  to  

ta lk  about  the i r  operat ions because I  do not  know about 20 

them, but  they are f rom Counter - In te l l igence.   They were  

doing the TRA,  they were doing the background checks,  

they were seeing the sever i ty  of  the r i sk,  and then maybe 

report ing to  the Generals,  I  do not  know,  but  they were a lso 

par t  o f  the operat ion by then.  
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ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    You refer  in  your  statement  at  

paragraph 71 to  a Counter  In te l l igence  invest igat ion.   Is  

that  what  you just  ment ioned now,  or  i s  that  something  

e lse?   

WITNESS A :    In i t ia l ly ,  the Counter  In te l l igence  came in as 

far  as g iv ing protect ion and assessing the s i tuat ion  maybe 

which then led to  the Counter  In te l l igence  invest iga t ion to 

say the invest igat ion i t se l f ,  the overa l l  invest igat ion should  

need to be taken under the Counter  In te l l igence .   I  wi l l  ta lk  

to  that  extent .   But  in i t ia l ly ,  i t  was not  the Counter  10 

Inte l l igence  doing invest igat ion .   I t  was us  doing 

invest igat ion under the i r  protect ion up unt i l  the  t ime when 

now we were in t roduced to the i r  wing of  invest igat ion,  which  

inc luded the PKTT,  as i t  is  ca l led.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Okay.   At  paragraph 72,  

maybe that  would be the conclud ing topic fo r  today,  you 

speak about  events of  the 5 t h  o f  September 2024.   Can you 

just  te l l  us what  happened on that  day?   

WITNESS A :    This  one was one of  the  event fu l  days 

because we were  not  a l ready prov ided wi th the uni ts  that  20 

were going to guard us.   So we were v is i ted at  home late at  

n ight  by the uni t  that  needed to guide us and guard us or  

provide protect ion to us and our  fami l ies as we were 

s leeping.   And then i t  came as a surpr ise because we were 

not  real ly  not iced or  g iven a not ice  to say people are going 
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to  v is i t  you at  n ight .    

 From my s ide,  I  heard  by the  s i rens outs ide and 

then when I  opened the window,  I  saw f ive marked pol ice 

vehic les wi th the s i rens and b lue l ights on.   And then when I  

went  to  them, they to ld that  they were being tasked to come 

give protect ion to  me overn ight  and then in  the morning,  the 

other  team was going to take over .   That  one wi l l  be the  

TRT.   And then we wi l l  be doing invest igat ion and then the  

other  team that  came at  n ight  wi l l  come change.   They were 

changing shi f ts .    10 

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    So was i t  24-hour protect ion?   

WITNESS A :    I t  was actual ly  the star t  o f  a  24 -hour  

protect ion.    

ADV SEGEELS-NCUBE SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   I  th ink th is  

may be a convenient  t ime to adjourn for  the day.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us adjourn  and resume a t  09:30 

tomorrow.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS TO 21 OCTOBER 2025  

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  


