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INQUIRY RE SU ME S  

CHAIR PER S ON :    Yes ,  Mr  Chaska lso n  and  Mr  Du  P less i s .  

ADV CH ASK ALS ON S C :    Cha i r ,  I  would  l i ke  to  repo r t  tha t  

News24  and  Da i l y  Maver i ck  have  ac cep ted  tha t  the re  i s  a  

need  fo r  today 's  hea r ings  to  be  i n -camera  and  a re  no  l onger  

opposing  the  in -camera  ru l i ng  tha t  we  seek .   Jus t  to  mo t i va te  

tha t  fu r the r ,  as  I  have  exp la ined ,  o r  as  the  Ev idence  Leaders  

expla ined  i n  the  appl i ca t i on  and  i n  the  submiss ions  made  

ea r l i e r  th i s  week ,  the  w i tness  tes t i fy i ng  today  i s  go ing  to  

tes t i fy  abou t  ma t te rs  tha t  a re  the  su bjec t  o f  a c t i ve  ongo ing  10 

pol i ce  i nves t i ga t i ons .   So  i t  i s  the  sub jec t  ma t te r  o f  the  

evidence ,  no t  the  i den t i ty  o f  the  wi tness  tha t  requ i res the  

evidence  to  be  i n  camera .    

And  when  the  Po l i ce  a re  a t  an  advanced  s tage  o f  

inves t i ga t i ons ,  one  can no t  ven t i l a te  the  con ten t  o f  those  

inves t i ga t i ons  publ i c l y  wi thou t  runn ing  a r i sk  o f  compromis ing  

those  i nves t i ga t i ons  and  tha t  i s  the  un fo r tuna te  s i tua t i on  tha t  

we  f i nd  ou rse l ves  i n  a t  the  mo men t ,  b ecause  th i s  Com miss ion  

is  o f  necess i ty  i nves t i ga t i ng  ma t te rs  tha t  a re  the  subjec t  o f  

pa ra l l e l  po l i ce  i nves t i ga t i ons  tha t  a re  a t  an  advanced  s tage .    20 

As  I  sa id  ea r l i e r  i n  the  week ,  we  hope  ve ry  much  tha t  

long  be fo re  th i s  Com miss ion  conc ludes  i ts  bus iness ,  the  

inves t i ga t i ons  w i l l  reach ,  w i l l  have  reached  a  s tage  where  

they  w i l l  no  l onge r  be  a t  r i sk  i f  th i s  i n fo rma t ion  becomes  

publ i c  a nd  as  soon  as  tha t  po in t  i s  reached ,  the tes t imony  
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f rom today  w i l l  be  made  pub l i c .   Bu t  f o r  themat i c  reasons  and  

to  enab le  the  Com miss ion  to  unders tand  the  na r ra t i ve  tha t  

the  Ev idence  Leaders wan t  to  pu t  be fo re the  Com miss ion i n  

a  coheren t  fash ion , i t  makes  sense  to  take  tha t  evidence  now 

and  no t  to  wa i t  un t i l  much  l a te r  when  i t  can  poss ib l y  be  l ed  

publ i c l y .   Bu t  as  soon as  the  need fo r  sec recy  has  passed ,  

the  evidence  w i l l  be  made  publ i c .    

So  we  wou ld  ask  fo r  today 's  ev idence  to  be  i n  

camera .   The re  i s  one  fu r the r  i ssue  I  j us t  wan t  to  p lace  on  

reco rd ,  which  i s  tha t  i ndependen t  newspapers  had  ea r l i e r  10 

exp ressed  oppos i t i on  to  the  i n -camer a  ru l i ng  and  had  sough t  

an  oppor tun i ty  to  i n te rvene  i n  re la t i on  to  proceed ings  nex t  

week .   Bu t  hav ing  unders tood  the  ru l i ng  o f  the  Co m miss ion  

ea r l i e r  i n  the  week ,  and  hav ing  d i scussed  i t  w i th  the  Ev idence  

Leaders ,  they  a re  now  sa t i s f i ed  w i th  tha t  ru l i ng  and  a re  no  

longer  opposing .    

And  I  sa id  one  th ing ,  the re  a re  ac tu al l y  two  th ings ,  

because  wha t  I  would  wan t  to  empha size  i s  tha t  parag raph  5  

o f  tha t  ru l ing  says  tha t  apa r t  f ro m the  w i tnesses  to  wh ich  th i s  

ru l i ng  re fe rs ,  the ev idence  l eaders  w i l l  no t seek  to  l ead  any  20 

o the r w i tnesses  i n  camera  wi thou t  m aking  a new appl i ca t i on  

to  the  Co m miss ion  and  mak ing  the  f ac t  o f  tha t  app l i ca t i on  

publ i c l y  known  a t  l eas t  72  hou rs  be fo re  the  w i tness  i s  ca l l ed  

to  tes t i fy ,  and  I  j us t  wan t  to  co n f i rm tha t  tha t  i s  an  

under taking  tha t  ho lds  good  fo r  eve ryone .   I t  i s  no t ,  as  i t  
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we re ,  a  p r i va te  under tak ing  tha t  we  have  made  to  Ne ws24  

and  Da i l y  Maver i ck .   Tha t  i s  a  co m mi tmen t  tha t  the  E v idence  

Leaders make  genera l l y .   The re  w i l l  no t be  any  i n -camera  

w i tnesses  ca l l ed  w i thou t  a t  l eas t  72  hou rs ’  no t i ce  to  the  

publ i c ,  so  tha t  i f  anyone  wan ts  to  ob jec t ,  they  can  do  so .  

CHAIR PER S ON :    Thank  you ,  Mr  Chas k alson .    Mr  Du  P less i s ,  

do  you  con f i rm tha t  News24  and  Da i l y  Maver i ck  a re  no w no  

longer  opposing  the  appl i ca t i on?  

MR DU P LE SSIS :    Good  morn ing ,  Com miss ione rs .   Thank  

you .   Yes ,  I  con f i rm tha t  the  med ia  responden ts  wi l l  no  l onge r  10 

oppose  the i n -camera  hea r ing .   o f  the  wi tness  who  i s  

descr ibed  i n  parag raph  4 o f  the  Orde r o f  14  Oc tobe r .   We  

th ink  tha t  tha t  i s  on  the  bas i s  descr ibed  by  Mr  Chask a lson ,  

o f  cou rse ,  and  we  th ink  tha t  i s  the  be s t  reso lu t i on  under  the  

c i rcumstance s .    

And  we  a re  co mfo r ted ,  Cha i r ,  by  pa rag raph  19  o f  the  

appl i ca t i on ,  which  says  tha t  the  pan el  w i l l  con t i nue  to ,  the  

Com miss ion w i l l  con t i nue  to  have  ove rs igh t  ove r  wha teve r  

happens  i n  camera  and  then  go ing  fo rward ,  there  w i l l ,  o f  

cou rse ,  be  the  p rocedure  descr ibed by  Mr  Chask a lson ,  and  20 

on  tha t  basi s ,  we  a re  happy .  

CHAIR PER S ON :    Thank  you ,  Mr  Du  P lessi s .   Jus t  one  

ques t i on ,  Mr  Chask a lson .   Assu ming  tha t a t  the  t ime ,  o r  by  

the  t ime  tha t  the  Com miss ion  concludes  the  i nves t i ga t i on ,  the  

en t i re  i nves t i ga t i on ,  the  ongo ing  i nve s t iga t i ons  tha t  you  a re  
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re fe rr i ng to  have  no t  been  f i na l i zed ,  wha t  w i l l  become o f  the  

evidence  tha t  was  l ed  i n  camera?  I  am ask ing  th i s  because  

having  read the  s ta temen t ,  one  sees  tha t  peop le a re  

impl i ca ted  and  i n  fac t ,  we  a re  hea r ing  fo r  the  f i r s t  t ime  abou t  

some o f  the m.    

Now,  tha t  be ing  the  case ,  wha t  w i l l  become o f  tha t  

evidence ,  w i l l  i t  be  o f  any  eviden t ia ry  va lue ,  because  I  

assume tha t  fo r  the  sa me reasons  th a t  you  have  g i ven ,  yo u  

may  no t  be ,  o r  the Com miss ion  may  no t  be i n  a  posi t i on to  

sha re  the  evidence ,  the  t ranscr ip t ,  the  s ta temen ts ,  and  so  on ,  10 

fo r  the  sa me reasons  you  have  g i ven .   Wha t  w i l l  become o f  

the  evidence  then?  

ADV  CHA SKA LS ON SC :    Cha i r ,  we  ac cep t  tha t  the  

Com miss ion  canno t  make  f i nd ings  ag ains t  any  pe rson  on  the  

basi s  o f  sec re t  i n fo rma t ion .   So  we  a ccep t  tha t  i f  the re  i s ,  i f  

by  the  t ime  the  Co m mission  en ds ,  the re  a re  ce r ta in  

a l lega t i ons  tha t  the  Com miss ion  has  had  s igh t  o f  i n  th i s  i n -

camera  ev idence tha t  have  to  rema in  publ i c  and  tha t canno t  

be  pu t  to  the  imp l i ca ted  pa r t i es  fo r  the i r  response ,  we  w i l l  no t  

be  ask ing  you  to  make  a  f i nd ing  on  the  bas i s  o f  those  20 

a l lega t i ons .    

Bu t  we  a re  ve ry  con f i den t  tha t  tha t  s i tua t i on  w i l l  no t  

a r i se .   We  a re  hoping  and con f i den t t ha t  the i n forma t ion  tha t  

the  Com miss ion  w i l l  hea r  today  and  t omor row i s  i n fo rma t ion  

tha t  the pub l i c  and the  imp l i ca ted pe rsons  wi l l  hea r  be fo re  



    16 OCTOBER 2025 – DAY 13 
 

Page  5  o f  7  

 

 

th i s  Co m mission  conc ludes  i ts  bus iness .   I t  j us t  can no t  b e  

made  pub l i c  today  and  tomor row.  

CHAIR PER S ON :    Thank  you ,  Mr  Cha ska lson .   Thank  you .    

OR DER  

Hav ing  hea rd  wha t  the  Ch ie f  Ev idence  Leader  has  

sa id ,  the  Com miss ion  dec ides  to  s i t  i n  the  ca mera  to  hea r  the  

evidence  o f  the  nex t  w i tness  and  i t  does  so  fo r  the  reasons  

tha t  have  been  g i ven  by  the  Ch ie f  Ev idence  Leader .   The  

Com miss ion no tes  the fac t  tha t  the  media  responden ts ,  

News24  and  Da i l y  Maver i ck ,  no  l onger  oppose  the  10 

appl i ca t i on .    

I  mus t  s t ress ,  though ,  tha t  the  d eci s ion  o f  the  

Com miss ion  i s  no t  necessa r i l y  i n f l uenced  by  the  fac t  tha t  

the re  has  now been  ag ree men t  be tw een  the  pa r t i es  on  th i s  

appl i ca t i on .   The  dec i s ion  i s  reached  on  the  Com mission 's  

own  assess men t  o f  wha t  has  been  pu t  be fo re  i t  i n  the  

appl i ca t i on  i tse l f  and  a l so  wha t  has  been  submi t ted  be fo re  

the  Com miss ion  th i s  morn ing .   So  fo r  those  reasons ,  the  

hea r ing  today  and  tomor row w i l l  be  i n  camera .    

Do  you  no t  have  a  d ra f t  ru l i ng  o r  i s  w ha t  I  have  j us t  20 

sa id  su f f i c i en t  fo r  pu rposes  o f  today ,  M r  Chaska lson ,  Mr  Du  

P lessi s?  

ADV C HAS KALS ON SC :    I  mus t  apo log i se ,  Cha i r .   Tha t  was  

my ove rs igh t .   Bu t  ce r ta in l y  f rom ou r  s ide ,  tha t  ru l i ng  tha t  you  

have  j us t  handed down ,  Cha i r ,  i s  su f f ic i en t fo r  ou r pu rposes .  
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CHAIR PER S ON :    Mr  Du  P less i s?  

MR DU P LES SIS :    Cha i r ,  j a ,  on  the  unders tanding  tha t  the  

Orde r  o f  the  14 t h  o f  Oc tobe r  i s  no t  rep laced  i n  i ts  en t i re ty ,  

tha t  i t  con t i nues  to  pe rs i s t  and  tha t  the ou ts tand ing i ssue ,  

which  was  the  i ssue  i n  pa rag raph  4  a round  th i s  pa r t i cu lar  

w i tness ,  i s  now reso l ved  on  the  basi s  descr ibed ,  I  a l so  do  no t  

be l i eve  tha t  the re  i s  a  need  fo r  an  o rde r .  

CHAIR PER S ON :    Thank  you .   I  w i l l  j us t  say  fo r  co mp le teness  

tha t  the  ru l i ng  does  no t  ex tend  be yond  tha t  to  wh ich  i t  

re la tes .   May  I  a l so  j us t  say  tha t  th e  spokesperson  o f  the  10 

Com miss ion  wi l l  g i ve  fu r the r  de ta i l  a s  to  wha t  i s  to  happen ,  

fo r  examp le ,  nex t  week .   Le t  us  ad jou rn  then  and  resume  in  

camera .  

INQUIRY ADJ OURN S FOR PR OCE ED INGS IN  CA ME RA   

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -   

 

 

  

  


