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PROCEEDINGS ON 22 SEPTEMBER 2025   

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning to you,  Adv Motau.   Good 

morning,  General .   Yes,  do I  go ahead and have the wi tness 

take the oath?   

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes.   Yes,  Chai r .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Mr  Motau.   

General ,  I  have been to ld that  you wi l l  be doing the 

af f i rmat ion.   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   Do you af f i rm that  the evidence you 10 

are going to g ive  wi l l  be the t ruth,  the whole t ruth,  noth ing 

but  the t ruth.   I f  so,  say I  do.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    I  do.    

FANNIE MASEMOLA    (a f f i rmed)  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  General .   Yes,  Mr Motau.    

EXAMINATION BY ADV MOTAU SC :    Thank you,  Chai r  and 

co-Commissioners.   General ,  good morning.   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Morning,  Counsel .    

ADV MOTAU SC :    General ,  in  f ront  of  you there are two 

bundles.   You have a smal l  bundle which conta ins your  20 

statement  and we wi l l  be referr ing  to that  as f i le  1 and i t  is  

so marked.   And there is  a b ig bundle in  which the 

annexures to your statement  are conta ined.   That  wi l l  be  

referred to as f i le  2.   Do you fo l low?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    I  do fo l low,  Commissioner.  
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ADV MOTAU SC :    Thank you.   And i f  I  can just  ask  you to  

p lease go to f i le  1 and turn to  page 62.   Is  that  your  

s ignature that  appears on that  page?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Do you conf i rm the contents  of  the 

statement  as being cor rect  and accurate?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    I  do conf i rm,  Co mmissioner.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Thanks.   And i f  I  can just  ask you to go 

back to page 2,  paragraph 2,  you ind icate in  that  paragraph 

that  you deposed to th is  statement  fo r  purposes of  th is  10 

Commission of  Inqui ry,  is  that  correct?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  thanks.   Chai r ,  and co -

Commissioners,  the statement  is  being tendered in to 

evidence.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Mr Motau.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  General ,  then in  paragraph 3 of  

your  statement  you deal  wi th  the st ructure of  your  sta tement  

and you wi l l  see i f  you look at  the sub -paragraphs 3.1 to  

3.12 there are 12 par ts to  your  statement .   Is  i t  cor rect?  20 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    I  conf i rm that ,  Commissioner.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    And i f  you then go back to paragraph 3,  

the statement ,  or  rather  the paragraph should read th is  

statement  consists of  12 and not  10 par ts,  cor rect?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.   
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ADV MOTAU SC :    Thank you.   And then i f  you go to 

paragraph 4 commencing f rom paragraph 4 to paragraph 22 

you deal  wi th  the nomenclatures.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  before you respond,  General ,  my co -

Commissioner i s  asking you to p lease speak up.   He says 

he can bare ly hear you,  p lease.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    No,  I  wi l l  do  so,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Thank you.   Perhaps i f  I  can just  repeat  

that  to  say f rom paragraphs 4 to  22 of  your  statement  you 10 

deal  wi th  the nomenclatures that  are used in  the statement ,  

am I  cor rect?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    And commencing f rom paragraph 23 to  

27  you provide your reasons for  par t ic ipat ing or  test i fy ing in  

th is  Commission.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    I f  I  may just  ask p lease to  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Just ,  just  before that ,  even though you 20 

have g iven us the  nomenclatures here I  wi l l  s t i l l  request  you 

when you refer  to  these in  the body of  your  test imony to st i l l  

descr ibe each one of  those,  because by the t ime you get  

there I  wi l l  have forgot ten what  those were.   I  do not  know 

about  my co-Commissioners.   Thank you.   P lease cont inue,  
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Mr Motau.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Chai r .   I  was 

t ry ing to take shortcuts for  mysel f ,  but  i t  has not  worked.   

General ,  then to come back to paragraphs 23 to 27  of  your  

statement  where you out l ine your reasons for  par t i c ipat ing 

in  the Commission and test i fy ing.   I f  I  may just  ask  you to 

deal  wi th  those paragraphs.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Thanks,  Commissioner.   My 

par t ic ipat ion in  the Commission star t ing f rom paragraph 23,  

my ro le as the Nat ional  Commissioner of  SAPS is  both 10 

complex and p ivo ta l  in  ensur ing the ef fect iveness,  in tegr i t y  

and publ ic  conf idence in  the nat ional  pol ic ing system.   

When a Commission of  Inqui ry such as the Madlanga 

Commission is  convened to invest igate mat ters of  nat ional  

importance,  i t  involves a l legat ions of  misconduct ,  fa i lures in  

the organisat ion  and overs ight  or  systemic chal lenges 

wi th in SAPS.   There is  no doubt  that  I  must  par t ic ipate 

act ive ly.    

 Such inqui ry provide a unique and crucia l  

opportuni ty  not  only to  respond to  a l legat ions,  but  a lso to 20 

ref lect  honest ly  on the exist ing cha l lenges and advocate for  

meaningfu l  re form.   By engaging openly and const ruct ive ly I  

demonst rate wi l l ingness to subject  SAPS to r igorous 

scrut iny and to embrace recommendat ions that  may emerge 

f rom th is  Commission.  
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 This approach foster  a cu l tu re of  accountabi l i t y ,  

encourage col laborat ion wi th overs ight  bodies and s ignals 

to  a l l  s takeholders that  SAPS leadership is  both responsive  

and responsib le.   The importance o f  my par t i c ipat ion  cannot  

be overstated.   My par t i c ipat ion upholds the best  t rad i t ions 

of  accountable and t ransparent  pol ic ing,  a l igns wi th legal  

requi rements and advances both the in ternal  development  

of  SAPS and the broader democrat ic  p ro ject  in  South Af r ica.   

I t  assures the  publ ic ,  government  and in ternat ional  

observers that  the h ighest  level  o f  SAPS leadership is  10 

commit ted to t ru th,  just ice and cont inuous improvement .    

 Paragraph 26,  the benef i ts  of  par t ic ipat ing in  the 

commission is  not  to  provide my account  of  in te ract ions wi th 

Min ister  Mchunu on the issues forming par t  o f  th is  subject  

mat te r  fo r  determinat ion here in  only,  but  a lso hope that  the 

Commission’s f ind ings and recommendat ion wi l l  lead to 

improved governance,  publ ic  t rust  and inst i tu t ional  

e f fect iveness,  wh ich  are not  only cr i t i ca l  to  SAPS,  but  are 

foundat ional  to  the wel lbe ing  and safety of  South  Af r ican 

society as a whole.    20 

ADV MOTAU SC :    General ,  i f  I  can just  s top you there,  the  

essence of  the point  in  paragraph 26 is  to  convey the point  

that  the benef i ts  of  you par t ic ipat ing in  the Commission is  

not  only  to  provide your  account  of  the in teract ions wi th the  

Min ister ,  Min ister  Mchunu,  but  you are saying the benef i ts  
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go beyond that ,  because you are  hoping that  the f ind ings 

that  the Commission wi l l  make together  wi th the  

recommendat ions wi l l  lead to improved governance wi th in  

the organisat ion.   Is  that  correct?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes.   And then you proceed in  paragraph 

27.   You deal  wi th  one of  the important  aspects which you 

envisage that  th is  Commission wi l l  do and you say the 

Commission you hope wi l l  assist  in  making a  proper  

d iagnosis of  the c i rcumstances that  have brought  us here.   10 

And you ta lk  about  a lso the hope that  the recommendat ions 

that  the Commission wi l l  make i f  accepted by the President ,  

wi l l  avoid a repeat  of  what  you term as rather  the 

unfor tunate events that  have led to the establ ishment  of  the  

Commission.   Is  that  correct?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.   

ADV MOTAU SC :    Okay,  thank you.   I f  I  can then ask you 

to deal  wi th  the next  top ic that  you address in  your  

statement  commencing f rom paragraph 28 to 31 and there 

you out l ine your background and your serv ice h istory wi th in 20 

the South Af r ican Pol ice Serv ices.   I f  I  can just  ask you to 

take the Chai r  and the Commissioners th rough that  por t ion  

of  your  statement .   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Thank you very  much,  

Commissioner.   My background h istory,  I  jo ined South  
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A f r ican Pol ice Serv ice in  1987 and I  worked in  var ious 

provinces through the ranks.   I  worked in  Free State,  I  

worked in  Gauteng,  I  worked in  KwaZulu -Nata l ,  Gauteng 

again,  var ious provinces,  Western Cape,  deployed there  

and then I  worked a lso in  L impopo.   Throughout  my career  I  

acqui red broad manager ia l  exper ience wi th in the serv ice.   I  

a t tended a number of  courses wi th in the South  Af r ican 

Pol ice Serv ice,  both at  jun ior  ranks and at  senior  ranks.   I  

have 38 years of  serv ice in  the SAPS and of  which 25 years  

of  that  was at  sen ior  management  level .    10 

 I  he ld up posi t ions of  Uni t  Commander,  I  he ld  

posi t ions of  Deputy Provincia l  Commissioner in  KwaZulu -

Nata l .   I  was Div is ional  Commiss ioner of  Protect ion and 

Secur i ty  Serv ice and then I  acted as Div is ional  

Commissioner of  Cr ime Inte l l igence and then I  became a  

Deputy Nat ional  Commissioner  for  Operat ions and 

thereaf ter  I  went  to  L impopo as the Provincia l  

Commissioner.   And in  2016 I  came back as  Deputy  

Nat ional  Commissioner again up to 2022 and s ince 2022,  

March up to now I  have been appointed as  the Nat ional  20 

Commissioner of  South Af r ican Pol ice Serv ice.   

ADV MOTAU SC :    And you conclude in  paragraph 31 that  

your  t ra jectory ref lects a broad spect rum of  pol i c ing  

expert i se f rom grassroots,  operat ional  leadership to  

st rategic overs igh t  at  the nat ional  level ,  correct?  
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LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.   

ADV MOTAU SC :    You have at tached a fu l l  copy of  your  CV 

which we do not  need to go to,  but  fo r  the benef i t  o f  the 

Chai r  and the co -Commissioners i t  is  on pages 63 to 72 of  

f i le  2.   Thank you.   Then,  General  …[ intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Marked as FM1.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    SF1.   Thank you.   Thank you.   I  

apologize,  Chai r .   Yes,  S FM1 ja.   And General ,  the next  

top ic that  you deal  wi th  i s  SAPS and the cr iminal  just ice 

system commencing f rom paragraph 32 and in  those 10 

paragraphs f rom 32 and 33 you re ferred to the th ree p i l la rs 

that  guides the South Af r ican cr im inal  just ice system.   I f  I  

can request  you to deal  wi th  those three p i l lars which you 

deem to be foundat ional .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Thanks,  Commissioners.   The p i l la rs 

of  the South Af r ican cr iminal  just ice  system is  guided by a  

c lear  d iv is ion of  three p i l la rs,  the f i rs t  one being the Pol ice,  

the second one being the Prosecut ion Author i t y ,  the th i rd 

being the Correc t ional  Serv ices.   The f i rs t  p i l la r  on the  

Pol ice serves as  the f ront l ine of  law enforcement  which 20 

involves the cr ime prevent ion ,  cr ime invest igat ion,  

gather ing of  ev idence,  apprehension of  suspects wi th  a v iew 

to secure evidence fo r  the Courts  and u l t imate ly br ing that  

to  the next  p i l lar  which is  the second p i l lar ,  which is  the 

Nat ional  Prosecut ing Author i t y ,  which is  responsib le for  
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decid ing whether  there is ,  suf f ic ient  ev idence exist  to  

prosecute or  not  to  prosecute in  that  speci f ic  mat ter .   And 

wi th in th is  p i l lar  you have got  then the Judic iary and which 

is  the Magist rates  and the Judges which NPA and the SAPS 

or  the State  wi l l  put  the case forward and the Magist rates  

and/or  Judges wi l l  then conduct  a fa i r  and impart ia l  t r ia l  to  

determine the gui l t  or  the innocence of  the accused person.   

 The th i rd p i l la r  is  the Correct ional  Serv ices that  

takes over  once the Court  has de l ivered i ts  verd ict .   This 

sector  i s  charged wi th enforc ing and administ rat ing  10 

sentences imposed by the Courts.   Thei r  work involve 

incarcerat ion of  o f fenders and a lso the management  of  

a l ternat ive communi ty based sentences,  rehabi l i ta t ion 

programs and of  course re integra t ion back to the society.   

Taken together  th is  three p i l la rs work in  concert  to  uphold 

the ru le of  law,  protect  communi t ies,  ensure just ice is  

served and fo rce  the publ ic  t rust  in  the cr iminal  just ice  

system.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    So in  essence t he th ree p i l la rs are in ter -

dependent .    20 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Correct ,  they are in ter -dependent  to  

each other ,  a lso  hence i t  is  important  for  each one to 

remain independent  f rom the other  and no encroachment  

between one against  the other .   

ADV MOTAU SC :    Thanks.   And then,  General ,  the next  
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top ic that  you deal  wi th  i s  the Po l ice in  c loser  deta i l  and 

that  you out l ine f rom paragraph 34 to 42 of  your  statement .   

I f  I  can just  ask you to take the Commission through that  

sect ion.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    The Pol ice in  a c loser  look,  the 

establ ishment  of  a  s ingle Pol ice Serv ice is  p rovided for  in  

Chapter  11 of  the Const i tu t ion.   Sect ion 199(1)  states that  

the secur i t y  serv ices of  the Republ ic  consist  o f  a  s ingle  

Pol ice Force,  no,  a s ingle Defence Force,  a s ingle  Pol ice  

Serv ice and any Inte l l igent  Serv ice establ ished in  terms of  10 

the Const i tu t ion.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    And then you proceed over  the page,  

you refer  to  sect ions 205,  sect ion  206 and sect ion  207 of  

the Const i tu t ion which you say they a lso deal  wi th  mat ters  

re lat ing to the Pol ice Serv ice insofar  as they per ta in to  

st ructura l  e lements,  pol i t ica l  responsib i l i ty  and cont ro l  over  

the serv ice in  i t s  ent i re ty,  cor rect?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  cor rect .   Sect ion 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  205 which you deal  wi th  f rom 20 

paragraph 36,  i f  you can proceed.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  sect ion 205 of  the Const i tu t ion 

is  paramount  importance to understand the context  of  the 

obl igat ion p laced on the Nat iona l  Legis lat ion to  c la r i fy  

mat te rs re lat ing to pol ic ing.   205(1)  provide fo r :  
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 “The Nat ional  Po l ice Serv ice must  be 

st ructured to funct ion in  nat ional ,  

provinc ia l  and where appropr ia te ,  in  

the local  sphere  of  Government ,  g iv ing 

ef fect  to  the implementat ion of  a  model  

that  seeks to create a uni fo rm system 

of  pol i c ing. ”  

 Sect ion 205(2)  of  the Const i tu t ion provide that :  

 “Nat ional  leg is la t ion must  establ ish  the 

powers,  funct ions of  the Pol ice Serv ice 10 

and must  enable the Pol ice  to 

d ischarge i t s  responsib i l i t ies  

ef fect ive ly,  tak ing in to account  the  

requi rements of  the provinces. ”  

 Sect ion 205(3)  p rovides that :  

 “The Pol ice Serv ice is  to  prevent ,  

combat ,  invest iga te cr ime,  to  main ta in  

publ ic  order ,  to  protect  and secure  the 

inhabi tants of  the Republ ic  and thei r  

property and to uphold and enforce the 20 

law.”  

 Sect ion 206(7)  p rovides for :  

 “The leg is la t i ve f ramework to regulate 

Munic ipal  Pol ice  Serv ice,  to  augment  

pol i c ing by stat ing that  the nat ional  
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leg is la t ion must  provide a f ramework  

for  the establ ishment  of  powers,  

funct ions and cont ro l  o f  Munic ipal  

Pol ice Serv ice. ”  

 Fur thermore,  sect ion 207(2)  of  the Const i tu t ion  

states that :  

 “The Nat ional  Commissioner  must  

exerc ise cont ro l  and manage the Pol ice 

Serv ice in  accordance wi th the nat ional  

pol i c ing pol icy and the d i rect ions o f  the 10 

Cabinet  member responsib le  for  

pol ic ing. ”  

 And my understanding of  the Cabinet  member 

responsib le fo r  po l ic ing rever ts to  the Min ister  of  Pol ice.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    And i f  I  can just  s top you there  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Before,  before you go on …[ intervenes] .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Ja,  yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  thank you,  Mr Motau.   General ,  I  do 

know that  la te r  you do expla in d i rect ions for  example and 20 

you put  in  st rategic t ry ing  to te l l  us what  exact ly  the 

d i rect ions envisage in  sect ion 207(2) .   But  can you at  th is  

stage just  very  broadly te l l  us  what  the d ist inct ion is  

between pol icy,  d i rect ions and operat ional  o r  manager ia l  

mat te rs.   I  wi l l  te l l  you why I  am asking you,  I  am asking 
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you because fu r ther  down in  your  af f idavi t  you star t  o f f  by 

stat ing your main  proposi t ion,  which is  that  the Min ister ’s  

inst ruct ion or  d isbandment  inst ruct ion st rayed onto 

operat ional  or  manager ia l  mat ters.    

 But  then you have two a l te rnat ives and you say i f  

however i t  is  found that  the inst ruct ion was pol icy,  then,  the 

then being an argument  against  the  Min ister ’s  ent i t lement  to  

have issued the inst ruct ion,  and you have a  fur ther  

a l ternat ive,  a l ternat ive ly i f  i t  was a d i rect ion as envisaged 

in  sect ion 207(2) ,  again you have an argument  against  the 10 

Minister ’s  ent i t lement  to  have issued i t .    

 Because of  those possib i l i t ies I  want  you to just  te l l  

us what  exact ly  the d i f ferences are.   What  are the inner and 

outer  contours of  each one of  th is .   I t  does not  mat te r  i f  you 

repeat  those when you get  to  that  par t  o f  the statement ,  but  

upf ront  I  just  want  us to  get  an idea of  what  these are.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Thanks,  Commissioner.   My 

understanding is  that  the Min ister  i s  responsib le  for ,  to  

issue a nat ional  pol i c ing pol icy.   In  other  words,  that  is  the 

d i rect ion in  te rms of  what  a re the pr ior i t ies that  we needs to 20 

do as the Pol ice .   For  example,  there could be pr ior i t ies 

about  le t  us say gangster ism or  cash in  t ransi t  that  is  

t roubl ing the  count ry.   That  i s  a s t rategy d i rect ion that  we 

needs to deal  wi th  that .    

 But  the how part  o f  i t ,  how many resources we are 
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go ing to use,  of  course I  wi l l  in fo rm the Min ister  as  to  how,  

what  resources I  am going to use,  but  the how part  o f  i t ,  i t  

is  a ,  accord ing to  me i t  is  an opera t ional  mat te r  where I  wi l l  

decide how many resources in  terms of  personnel ,  vehic les  

and how are we going to do th is  job.   I  do not  expect  the 

Min ister  to  say get  involved in to the how part  o f  i t  in  terms 

of  execut ing the funct ions,  but  I  expect  that  he can ident i fy  

the pr io r i ty .  

 Yes,  he can ta lk  to  in  te rms of  what  he th inks.   

There is  no problem even i f  he can say how he th inks,  the 10 

how part ,  but  know that  he get  invo lved in  to  say do i t  in  the  

fo l lowing manner.   So in  th is  case my issue is  for  example,  

in  th is  case of  the Pol i t ica l  K i l l ings Task Team i t  i s  a Task 

Team that  is  work ing at  a  lower level  under a Provincia l  

Commissioner.   I f  ever  he found anyth ing wrong wi th the 

Task Team he could say that  Task Team I  th ink you need to 

d isband i t  and we can engage in  the terms of  the why and 

how and so on.   

 But  to  say,  to  go  fur ther  to  say d isband,  but  then 

af ter  saying d isband then he wi l l  go fu r ther  to  say now,  20 

now,  now,  not  even tomorrow.   I  th ink that  is  to ta l l y  

encroachment  in to the mandate of  the Nat ional  

Commissioner in  terms of  per fo rmance of  my duty.   I  do not  

know whether  tha t  answer …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    From that  response I  th ink I  do  get  the  
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how,  which is  an operat ional  issue that  fa l ls  under the  

purv iew of  your  funct ions.   I  do get  that .   But  you seem to  

be lumping pol icy  and d i rect ions together .   So I  am st i l l  in  

the dark as to what  the d i f fe rence is  between pol icy and 

d i rect ions.   Can you now forget  about  the operat ional  

mat te rs and just  g ive us an idea of  what  the d i f ference is  

between pol icy and d i rect ions as envisaged in  sect ion 

207(2)  of  the Const i tu t ion.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Thanks,  Commissioner.   The pol icy 

wi l l  be l ike we do have the Pol ice Act .   The Min ister  is ,  get  10 

involved in  development  of  that  leg is la t ion and there is  a  

pol icy recent ly ,  nat ional  pol i c ing pol icy.   There was not  one.   

There is  one tha t  recent ly  was issued that  d i rects  us in  

terms of  what  we need to pr io r i t i ze.   So i t  ta lks more on 

what  i s  i t  that  we must  p r io r i t ize,  because the Const i tu t ion 

in  sect ion 205(3)  te l ls  us what  must  we do,  but  there wi l l  

fur ther  be pr ior i t ies that  a re out  there in  terms of  var ious 

provinces.   Then the Min ister  yes,  can issue pol icy to  say I  

need us to go in  th is  way,  i ssue leg is la t ion or  issue ext ra 

pol ic ing pol icy l ike he d id.    20 

CHAIRPERSON ;    That  is  the pol icy as I  understand you.   

And d i rect ions?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Di rect ions accord ing to me i t  is  any 

d i rect ives you can issue to say in  terms of ,  in  terms of  

what ,  what  mat ters must  we,  what  mat ters must  we 
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pr ior i t i ze in  terms of  l ike I  gave an ear l ier  example to say 

we pr io r i t ize cash in  t ransi t  for  example.   He can say ja ,  

there is  p roblem of  cash in  t ransi t ,  or  there is  prob lem for  

l ike in  h is  case he said we have problem of  i l legal  m in ing in  

the count ry,  le t  us do something about  i t .   That  is  a 

d i rect ion,  and we go and to deal  wi th  the how part .    

CHAIRPERSON :    When deal ing wi th pol icy you touched on 

something that  was issued recent ly .   I  actual ly  had a  

quest ion here tha t  asks whether  the pol icy i s  conta ined in  

one document  or  in  severa l  documents.   When you say 10 

there was not  any before  and that  one has been issued 

recent ly ,  so that  probably means there is  only one 

document ,  or  am I  wrong?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  one takes,  my unders tanding 

pol icy wi l l  be what  the Min ister  wi l l  express most ly  together  

wi th the rest  of  South Af r icans th rough leg is la t ion.   And the  

nat ional  pol i cy has,  there was never one.   There  is  one now 

issued.    

CHAIRPERSON ;    Okay.   No,  thank you.   I f  the Min ister  

were to  st ray f rom pol icy or  the  d i rect ions envisaged in  20 

sect ion 207(2)  of  the Const i tu t ion,  s t ray onto operat ional  or  

manager ia l  mat te rs,  would the Nat ional  Commissioner be 

legal ly  ent i t led to d isobey the Min is ter?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Just  come again,  Commissioner?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Would a Nat ional  Commissioner of  Pol ice  
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be ent i t led to d isobey an inst ruct ion by the Min ister  i f  that  

inst ruct ion st rayed onto operat ional  mat ters?  Would the  

Nat ional  Commissioner be legal ly  ent i t led to say to the 

Min ister ,  Min ister ,  I  am not  going to do that ,  I  am not  going  

to act  in  accordance wi th your inst ruct ion?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  I  take i t  that  yes the Nat ional  

Commissioner can say that .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Now let  me be d i rect  and ask you about  

yoursel f .   I f  you were to f ind yoursel f  in  such a s i tuat ion 

would you d isobey the Min ister?   I f  the Min ister  were  to g ive 10 

you an inst ruc t ion that  s t rays onto operat ional  or  

manager ia l  mat te rs,  would you,  General  Masemola,  say to 

the Min ister  I  am not  going to obey that?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  i t  depends,  Commissioner,  but  

yes,  I  wi l l  re fuse.   I t  is  a  mat ter  that  is  career  l imi ted 

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    But  i t  depends on what?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    I t  depends on how he does i t .   

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  is  s imple.   I t  is  s imple …[ intervenes] .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes.    20 

CHAIRPERSON :    You have said,  you have said operat ional  

and manager ia l  mat te rs are wi th in your remi t  and not  the  

Minister ’s .    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    So I  am saying  categor ica l ly  to  you that  
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in  what  I  posed to you the inst ruct ion would be fa l l ing 

outs ide of  the Min ister ’s  remi t  and be st ray ing onto 

operat ional  and manager ia l  mat te rs .   Is  that  c lear?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  no,  no …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Would you,  would you,  General  

Masemola,  te l l  the Min ister  I  am not  going to obey that?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  no,  I  wi l l  te l l  h im that  I  wi l l  not  

do i t .    

CHAIRPERSON :    So …[ intervenes] .   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    But  as I  sa id,  i t  depends 10 

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    So,  so …[ intervenes] .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    He must  expla in why doing cer ta in 

th ings.    

CHAIRPERSON :    So i f  he expla ins h imsel f  would you then 

obey even i f  the inst ruct ion s t i l l  s t rayed beyond the 

Minister ’s  powers and st rayed onto your powers and 

funct ions?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  want  to  understand that  depends.   So i f  20 

the Min ister  expla ined h im or  hersel f  sat is factor i l y  to  h im 

…[intervenes] .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  i t  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Would you then say,  Min ister ,  even 

though you are encroaching onto my area or  funct ion,  I  wi l l  
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obey you.   You are act ing unlawfu l l y .   You are not  act ing in  

accordance wi th  sect ion 207(2)  of  the Const i tu t ion,  but  

because you have expla ined sat is factor i ly  to  me,  I  am going 

to obey you,  would you say that?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Wel l ,  i f  he expla ins and I  f ind the 

reasons acceptable then I  wi l l ,  but  i f  I  f ind them not  

acceptable then I  wi l l  not  comply wi th that  inst ruct ion .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Expla in yoursel f .   Expla in yoursel f ,  why 

would you obey an inst ruct ion  on something that  the 

Min ister  has no legal ,  no const i tu t ional  basis to  do,  why 10 

would you obey that?  Just  expla in that .   I  want  to  

understand you.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  thanks,  Commissioner.   What  I  

am refer r ing to,  wel l ,  my understanding and h is 

understanding probably wi l l  d i f fer ,  but  i f  he says th is  is  

what ,  I  am giv ing  th is  inst ruct ion,  you must  do i t ,  and there  

is  an explanat ion why should one do the inst ruct ion,  we wi l l  

engage on such a mat ter  where is  h is  powers,  does i t  end 

up.    

CHAIRPERSON :    General ,  I  am sorry to  belabour th is  20 

…[intervenes] .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Okay.  

CHAIRPERSON :    But  I  just  want  to  understand your  

th ink ing.   I t  is  not  pol i cy,  i t  is  not  d i rect ions as envisaged in  

207(2)  of  the Const i tu t ion.   So i f  i t  is  none of  those,  why 
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would you ever  obey the inst ruct ion?  Where would the legal  

ent i t lement  for  the Min ister  to  g ive the inst ruct ion come 

f rom?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Now …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    And on what  legal  basis would you obey 

i t?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes,  Commissioner.   No,  i t  is  very  

c lear  that ,  i t  is  c learcut ,  i t  is  not  h is ,  then I  wi l l  not  obey i t ,  

I  wi l l  not  do i t .   

CHAIRPERSON :    I  sa id so r ight  at  the beginning.    10 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  sa id i f  …[ intervenes] .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    How do I  do  i t .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I f  the inst ruct ion  st rays onto your area of  

funct ion wi l l  you obey i t  and you said i t  depends.   That  is  

what  I  am t ry ing to understand.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Oh,  no,  no ,  no,  I  wi l l  not  do i t .   That  

one is  s t ra ight fo rward not .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Mr Motau.   

ADV MOTAU SC :    No,  no,  thank you,  Chai r .   I  could p ick 20 

up that  there was perhaps something that  was los t  in  the 

d iscussion or  perhaps the quest ions that  the Chai r  posed.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja,  maybe the General  forgot  what ,  



    22 SEPTEMBER 2025 – DAY 4 
 

Page 21  o f  177  

 

 

because I  in t roduced my quest ion qui te  carefu l l y .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Qui te carefu l l y .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    No,  no …[ inte rvenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Refer r ing to the st ray ing and so on.   But  

thank you very much.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   In  fact ,  th is  i ssue that  

the Chai r  i s  ra is ing,  i t  i s  something that  you deal  wi th  in  10 

your statement  and i t  wi l l  a lso in form how you reacted to 

the inst ruct ion  to  d isband.   But  le t  us  proceed and we wi l l  

get  to  that  top ic.   L ike the Chai r  sa id,  i t  is  a  mat ter  that  you 

deal  wi th  la te r ,  la ter  on in  your  statement .   But  i f  you can,  i f  

I  can just  ask you to then go to the  concluding paragraph of  

that  sect ion that  we were deal ing wi th.   In  paragraph 42 

af ter  you have deal t  wi th  SAPS in c loser  deta i l ,  you 

conclude by saying:  

 “Cent ra l  to  ef fect ive pol ic ing is  a c lear  

chain of  command and cont ro l .   The 20 

Nat ional  Commissioner i s  appointed to  

serve  both  as  a superv isor  and 

Commander and operates wi th in a 

def ined legal  f ramework,  inc luding 

tak ing  d i rect ions f rom the Min ister  to  
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promote,  a l ignment  wi th const i tu t ional  

pr inc ip les of  t ransparency,  impart ia l i ty  

and serv ice to the  publ ic . ”  

 And in  th is  paragraph you ar t icu late that  the  

operat ions between yoursel f  and the Min ister  are def ined 

wi th in a legal  f ramework.   So in  o ther  words,  the tak ing of  

inst ruct ions f rom the Min ister  happens wi th in the contours 

of  the legal  f ramework as def ined and in  par t i cu la r  in  th is 

instance you were d iscussing sect ion 207(2)  wi th  the Chai r .   

Is  that  correct?  10 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    So the,  i t  depends as you were deal ing 

wi th ear l ie r ,  I  understood you to be  saying i t  depends i f  the  

inst ruct ion is  a lawfu l  one or  not .    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  i f  the  inst ruct ion is  lawfu l  one 

wi l l  comply.   IF not ,  then one wi l l  not  comply wi th i t .   

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  and I  th ink perhaps what  you d id 

not  understand f rom what  the Chai r  was asking,  was the 

Chai r  p redicated the quest ion by asking that  assuming an 

inst ruct ion does not  fa l l  in to e i ther  pol i cy or  d i rect ion ,  but  i t  20 

st rays in to your operat ional  area and that  inst ruct ion is  an 

unlawfu l  one,  would you obey i t?   Would you implement  i t?   

I  th ink that  is  the essence of  what  the Chai r  was asking.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Hm, okay.   A l r ight .    

ADV MOTAU SC :    But  i f  I  can then ask you to deal  wi th  the 
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next  top ic which is  the of f ice of  the  Nat ional  Commissioner,  

your  of f i ce,  and commencing f rom paragraph 43 you deal  

wi th  your key areas of  responsib i l i ty ,  o r  your  

responsib i l i t ies,  so i f  I  can just  ask you to p lease take the 

Commission through that  sect ion.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Thanks,  Commissioner.   My 

responsib i l i t ies inc lude the fo l lowing as a Nat ional  

Commissioner,  management  and cont ro l ,  the management  

and cont ro l  o f  the Pol ice Serv ice,  adher ing to nat ional  

pol i c ing pol icy and d i rect ives f rom the Min ister  of  Po l ice.   In  10 

terms of  the Const i tu t ional  mandate ensure the Pol ice wi l l  

f i l l  the i r  Const i tu t ional  mandate wh ich inc ludes prevent ing,  

combat ing and invest igat ing cr ime and mainta in ing  publ ic  

order ,  p rotect ing  the people and the property and uphold  

and enforce the law.    

 So my understanding a lso there is  that  the Min ister  

in  g iv ing d i rect ions,  those d i rect ions must  compl iment  or  

assist  in  at ta inment  of  th is  sect ion 205(3)  of  the 

Const i tu t ion.   St rategic leadership,  responsib le for  

mainta in ing an impart ia l ,  accountable,  t ransparent  and 20 

ef fect ive Pol ice Serv ice.   In  te rms of  personnel  management  

I  am responsib le  for  recru i tment ,  appointment ,  promot ion,  

t ransfer  and d isc ip l ine of  employees of  the serv ice,  

inc luding the appointment  of  Provincia l  Commissioners.    

 On operat ional  support ,  ensure the provis ion of  
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v i ta l  serv ice such as cr ime in te l l igence,  c r iminal  records,  

cr ime stats,  forensic lab and in  terms of  in te rnal  secur i t y  

responsib le for  mainta in ing the in ternal  secur i t y  of  the 

nat ion.   On in ternat ional  cooperat ion,  in te rnat ional  Pol ice  

l ia ison,  we fac i l i ta te cooperat ion  wi th fo re ign Po l ice and 

a lso appoint ing l ia ison of f i cers.   I  do reports in  te rms of  

report ing to the Min ister  of  Pol ice and the President .   I  

account  to  Par l iament  and var ious other  leg is la t i ve 

overs ight  bodies,  inc luding Chapter  9 inst i tu t ions.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    And then you proceed in  paragraph 44 10 

and fo l lowing to deal  wi th  your in te ract ions wi th the Min ister  

and how they t ranslate  when implemented.   I f  I  can just  ask 

you to comment  f rom 44.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    In  some I  as the Nat ional  

Commissioner  must  implement  pol i cy and st rategic d i rect ion 

determined by the Min ister ,  but  I  am responsib le  for  the 

operat ional  and manager ia l  cont ro l  o f  the  Pol ice Serv ice.   

This i s  due to the fact  that  the Const i tu t ional  scheme in  

express t imes removes the operat ional  and manager ia l  

cont ro l  o f  the Pol ice Serv ice f rom the hands of  the pol i t ica l  20 

actors.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Before you go on,  sect ion 207(2)  of  the  

Const i tu t ion does not  use st rategic before d i rect ions and 

you are in t roducing st rategic before d i rect ions and 44 for  

the f i rs t  t ime.   Is  th is  as a resul t  o f  an in terpretat ive  
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exerc ise?  I f  not ,  just  expla in  tha t .   I  am not  saying that  

there is  anyth ing wrong wi th i t ,  but  I  just  want  to  get  an idea 

where the st rategic comes f rom.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  the  st rategic d i rect ion,  the  

nat ional  pol ic ing  pol icy come f rom the Min ister  and the 

d i rect ion.   My in terpretat ion here was the d i rect ion  inc lude 

the st rategic d i rect ion.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you,  General .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   And then in  

paragraph 45 you had just  deal t  wi th  the fact  that  accord ing 10 

to your unders tanding the Const i tu t ional  scheme in  

expressed te rms removes the operat ional  and manager ia l  

cont ro l  o f  the Pol ice  Serv ice f rom the pol i t ica l  actors,  f rom 

the hands of  the pol i t i ca l  actors.   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.   

ADV MOTAU SC :    And then you proceed f rom paragraph 46 

and fo l lowing,  i f  I  can ask you to deal  wi th  those.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    As the Nat ional  Commissioner that  

is  accountable to  Par l iament  but  a lso insulated f rom undue 

pol i t i ca l  in f luence,  the const i tu t ional  scheme is  20 

automat ica l l y  deeply rooted in  and foster  the doct r ine of  

separat ion of  powers.   I  say more here in la ter  be low.   I  

have the autonomy to exerc ise of  my d iscret ion in  re lat ion  

to the cont ro l  and management  of  the Pol ice serv ice of  

course wi th in the prescr ip ts of  the govern ing leg is la t ion.    
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 I  understand my funct ion t o be independent  f rom 

pol i t i ca l  in ter fe rence,  other  than receiv ing d i rect ions f rom 

the Min ister  of  Po l ice.   I  deem i t  important  …[ intervenes] .   

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  and i f  I  can just  s top you there.   

Af ter  deal ing wi th  those preceding paragraphs that  out l ines 

the scheme and the in teract ion between yoursel f  and the  

Min ister  you then deal  wi th ,  or  provide the senior  command 

st ructure wi th in SAPS and you say par t  o f  that  is  going to  

be re levant  to  the issues that  the  Commission is  looking  

in to.   So i f  I  can just  ask you then f rom paragraph 51 to 10 

deal  wi th  the personnel  that  reports to  you as out l ined,  

commencing f rom 51.1.   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    I f  we go to  the command st ructure of  

the pol ice there  is  r ight  at  the  top you have Deputy Nat ional  

Commissioners.   I t  is  not  in  any,  they are not  put  in  any way 

of  senior i t y  whatsoever,  but  you have a Deputy Nat ional  

Commissioner fo r  Pol ic ing,  in  th is  case L ieutenant  General  

Mosik i l i .   Then you have Deputy Nat ional  Commissioner fo r  

Cr ime Detect ion,  that  is  L ieutenant  General  S ib iya.   You 

have Deputy Nat ional  Commissioner fo r  Corporate Serv ices,  20 

that  i s  L ieutenant  General  Dimpane or  Mokgoa act ing.   And 

you have the n ine Provincia l  Commissioners which  inc lude 

L ieutenant  General  Mkhwanazi  who is  the  Provincia l  

Commissioner of  KZN.    

 There is  a depict ion of  the st ructure on paragraph 
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51.4.   You could  see the th ree deput ies below report ing 

d i rect ly  to  the Nat ional  Commissioner.   On the one s ide you 

have the Provincia l  Commissioners ,  on the other  s ide you 

have the Nat ional  Head of  DPCI .   In  our  te rms I  must  just  

expla in that  wi th  regard to DPCI he is  not  d i rect ly  report ing  

to me,  have got  a  dot ted l ine report ing to me.   He reports to  

the Min ister  of  Pol ice and wi th me I  provide cer ta in  support  

that  especia l l y  that  i s  your  budget .   That  is  one of  the  

recommendat ions I  am sure I  wi l l  be doing at  th is  

Commission that  you cannot  have hal f  a  bread.   You e i ther  10 

have a loaf  of  b read or  you have no bread.   

ADV MOTAU SC :    And perhaps i f  I  can just  deal  w i th  that  

point  that  you are  making,  and you do not  necessar i ly  need 

to go there.   Towards the conclusion of  your  statement  you 

say that  there are cer ta in recommendat ions which you wish  

to  make fo r  the Commission’s considerat ion and you say 

you wi l l  f i le  a supplementary sta tement  at  a  la te r  s tage 

where  you deal  w i th  those and I  assume th is  i ssue that  you 

are ta lk ing about  now when you say par t  o f  the  

recommendat ions in  the form of  submissions that  you in tend 20 

to  make being the  DPCI ’s report ing  par t l y  to  yoursel f  and to 

the Min ister  is  one of  the issues that  you are going to  

address in  that  supplementary statement  that  you are going 

to f i le .    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.    
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ADV MOTAU SC :    Ear l ier  on in  your  statement  you said in  

paragraph 48 you wi l l  say more about  the issue that  you 

were deal ing wi th  viz-a-v iz  your  ro le wi th the Min ister  and 

you said you wi l l  say more below.   You cont inue f rom 

paragraph 52 wi th that  top ic.   In  essence you say in  52 the  

point  that  you have a l ready made that  the ar rangement  as  

you understand i t  f lowing f rom sect ion 207(2)  i s  that  the  

Min ister  i s  responsib le fo r  p rovid ing st rategic d i rec t ion and 

you as the Nat ional  Commissioner are then tasked wi th the 

implementat ion thereof .   And in  53  you refer  to  day to day 10 

operat ional  and manager ia l  per fo rmance and execut ion of  

the Pol ice Serv ice which rests accord ing to you square ly in  

the hands of  the  Nat ional  Commissioner and you c i ted an 

example that  you refer red the Chai r  to  ear l ie r  that  a 

Min ister  may d i rect  that  the  combat ing of  cash in  t ransi t  

robber ies should  be a pr ior i t y  and that  development  of  

p lans,  the issuing of  inst ruct ions,  a l locat ion of  resources 

and implementat ion thereof  remains the responsib i l i t y  of  the  

Nat ional  Commiss ioner.   Am I  correct ,  that  is  what  you were 

conveying ear l ie r  in  the d iscussion wi th the Chai r  in  20 

response to those quest ions?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.   

ADV MOTAU SC :    And then the one point  that  you sought 

to  make wi th regard to the implementat ion of  a  d i rect ion  

f rom the Min ister ,  le t  us use that  example of  a  cash in  
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t ransi t ,  which is  the one you used ear l ie r ,  can the Min ister  

prescr ibe to you as to when you should deploy the  

resources to achieve the pol icy  d i rect ion that  he has 

provided?  Can he te l l  you when you must  deploy the  

resources,  how you should deploy them and how many?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    No,  the  how part  he w i l l  not  

descr ibe,  because that  depends on,  i t  wi l l  depend on me 

and on what  we f ind on the ground as we do our  p lans.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Equal ly  can the Min ister  say to  you or  

d i rect  that  you should d isband the implementat ion  program 10 

that  you have put  in  p lace using th is  example of  the  cash in  

t ransi t  robber ies,  can he g ive you d i rect ion to d isband and 

to d isband i t  immediate ly?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    No,  actual ly  not .   He cannot  say 

d isband such a low level  team.  That  team is not  work ing at  

s t rategic level .   I t  is  very low level  down on the ground and 

he cannot  a lso deal  wi th  the how part  as to  you must  do i t  

now.   That  is  wi th in the purv iew of  the Nat ional  

Commissioner and Provincia l  Commissioner.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    And I  th ink ear l ier  on you touched on the 20 

fact  that  i f  there were to be any considerat ions perhaps or  

issues that  the  Nat ional  Commissioner,  sor ry,  that  the 

Min ister  is  inc l ined that  the Nat ional  Commissioner  should  

consider ,  you would expect  a d iscussion I  th ink you said  

ear l ie r  to  the Cha i r .   
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LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  sure ly  there wi l l  be  engagement  

so that  one understand why would he come to a speci f ic  

conclusion.   I f  he want  to  d isband a  team of  cash in  t ransi t  I  

would have to understand as the Nat ional  Commissioner as  

to  what  are the reasons why you get  to  such level .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Mr Motau,  before you move on,  i f  I  may.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  you are d iscussing a  

d isbandment  stage.   I  just  want  to  c la r i fy ,  do you consider  i t  

an,  would you consider  i t  as an encroachment  on your  10 

powers,  operat ional  author i ty  i f  the Min ister  sa id to  you,  you 

should const i tu te  a task team to  look at  cash in  t ransi t  

issues or  to  deal  wi th  that?  So is  that  an encroachment  

accord ing to you?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    No,  to  say establ ish,  do something  

about  cash in  t ransi t  that  is  not  encroachment .   I  wi l l  as the  

Nat ional  Commissioner and the re levant  of f ic ia ls  establ ish 

such a p lan and f ight  that  speci f ic  c r ime.   So i t  does not  te l l  

me how many people I  must  use,  how,  the when.   He says 

cash in  t ransi t  i s  a problem,  at tend to i t .   E i ther  you do a 20 

task team or  you do whatever,  but  at tend to i t .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sorry,  p lease car ry on.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes,  that  is ,  the cash in  t ransi t  is  a 
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problem.   As the  Nat ional  Commissioner I  wi l l  a t tend to i t .   

But  to  say to me go and take so and so f rom province X,  so  

and so f rom province X,  and do th is ,  that  wi l l  be 

encroachment ,  because that  is  the  how part .   But  def in ing  

the problem is  st rategic for  h im,  I  do not  have a prob lem.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    But  to  get  to  the who,  how,  what ,  

when,  that  I  regard i t  as encroachment .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Even to say d isband,  I  regard i t  as 10 

encroachment .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   I  am not  a t  d isband.   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Okay.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  am not  at  the d isband d iscussion.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Okay.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  am at  the const i tu te a task team.  So 

my quest ion is  more speci f i c  than do something about  cash 

in  t ransi t .    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can the Min is ter ,  is  i t  wi th in the remi t  20 

the Min ister  to  say to you const i tu te a task team to deal  

wi th  cash in  t rans i t  issues?  So i t  is  a  speci f ic  as inst ruct ing 

that .   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    No,  that  i s  not  –  ja ,  that  is  

encroachment .   I t  is  not  wi th in h im to say const i tu te  a task 
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team.  Mysel f  and the Provincia l  Commissioner  wi l l  decide  

how.   Maybe we are going to use not  a task team but  use 

just  a  pol i ce stat ion for  example.   Maybe the problem is  

located at  a  pol ice stat ion.   So yes,  that  wi l l  be  

encroachment .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Adv Motau,  before you cont inue,  

General  can I  take you back to paragraph 43,  same sect ion  

of  your  ev idence.   Are you there?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    I  am there.  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Paragraph 43 ta lks about  the key 

responsib i l i t ies of  your  of f ice as Nat ional  Commissioner of  

Pol ice.   Where does one f ind those,  in  which inst rument ,  is  

i t  in  the Pol ice Act  o r  the Nat ional  Pol ic ing Pol icy  that  you 

ta lked about?  Where does one f ind those speci f ic  

responsib i l i t ies that  you have h ighl ighted f rom sub (1)  to  

sub (9)?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    You wi l l  f ind them in the,  some 

come f rom the Const i tu t ion and a lso in  the Pol ice Act  and 

a lso in  our  st rategic p lan you do f ind them.  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    [ Ind ist inct ]… [microphone of f ]  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  in  our  SAP st rategic p lan.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    And …[ intervenes] .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    The Const i tu t ion,  Pol ice Act  and our  

st rategic p lan.    
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ADV MOTAU SC :    And perhaps,  Commissioner Khumalo,  

we wi l l  a lso t ry  and deal  wi th  that  wi th  the prescr ip ts  

wi tness that  we wi l l  lead so that  we are able to  assist  the 

Commission in  te rms of  the leg is la t ive layout .   Thank you.   

Then i f  we can just  conclude that  sect ion,  because I  th ink  

the essence you have put  across,  i f  I  can just  ask  you to 

just  deal  wi th  paragraph 55 which pul ls  i t  a l l  together  where  

you say in  summat ion.   You deal  wi th  st rategic  versus 

operat ions,  pol i t i ca l  versus manager ia l  cont ro l  and d i rect ion 

versus implementat ion.   I f  I  can just  ask you to conclude by 10 

deal ing wi th those three subs.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  in  paragraph 55,  55.1 in  

summat ion  I  sa id  st rategy versus operat ions.   The Min ister  

g ive st rategic d i rect ion whi le  the  Nat ional  Commissioner  

manages the operat ional  and administ rat ive execut ion of  

the d i rect ion.   Pol i t ica l  versus manager ia l  cont ro l ,  the 

Min ister  holds po l i t ica l  cont ro l  and accountabi l i t y  whereas 

the Nat ional  Commissioner has manager ia l  and operat ional  

cont ro l .   Di rect ion  versus implementat ion,  the  Min ister  g ives 

d i rect ion and the  Nat ional  Commissioner i s  respons ib le for  20 

implement ing the  d i rect ion.   That  is  where the how and so 

on comes in .    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Thank you.   Then,  General ,  i f  I  can just  

ask that  we dea l  wi th  the next  top ic in  your  statement ,  

which is  the establ ishment  of  the Pol i t i ca l  K i l l ings Task 
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Team.  You deal  wi th  i t  commencing f rom paragraph 56 and 

i f  I  can just  ask you to star t  there.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Thanks,  Commissioner.   On the  

establ ishment  o f  the Pol i t i ca l  K i l l ings Task Team 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    KwaZulu -Nata l  has h isto r ica l l y  

exper ienced s igni f icant  level  o f  v io lence dr iven by pol i t ica l  

factors.   In  response to the increase inc idents of  po l i t i ca l  

v io lence and fata l i t ies in  the KZN up to the 2018,  the  10 

President  of  the Republ ic  of  South Af r ica,  Mr  Ramaphosa,  

tasked h is secur i ty  c luster  to  mobi l i ze resources.    

 He appointed the  IMC which is  the Intermin ister ia l  

Commit tee compr is ing of  the Min isters of  State Secur i ty ,  

Min iste rs of  Defence and Mi l i ta ry Veterans,  Min ister  of  

Pol ice,  Min ister  o f  Just ice and Correct ional  Serv ices under  

the leadership of  Min ister  of  Pol ice  and Min ister  of  Defence,  

Min ister  Bheki  Cele which was mandated to ensure that  

those responsib le  for  pol i t ica l  inc idents are held to  account .   

 I ts  purpose was to coord inate  nat ional  and 20 

provincia l  e f fo r ts ,  inc luding in te l l igence and prosecutor ia l  

support  against  pol i t ica l ly  mot ivated v io lence.   A team was 

establ ished by Di rectors General  o f  the respect ive  

departments that  I  have just  named the Min isters thereof  as 

stated above,  to  implement  the d i rect ions of  those 
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Min iste rs.   The team was not  created through leg is la t ion of  

gazet ted through a regulat ion.   I t  was essent ia l ly  an ad hoc  

in ter -d isc ip l inary  uni t  wi th in the  SAPS and the  Nat ional  

Prosecut ing Author i t y  tasked wi th invest igat ing pol i t i ca l  

k i l l ings wi th the  operat ional  focus in  KwaZulu -Nata l  but  of  

course la ter  i t  d id  extend nat ional ly  to  other  p rovinces.    

 The IMC di rected the establ ishment  of  the mul t i -

d isc ip l inary task  team, inc luding  members f rom key law 

enforcement  and the prosecut ion  author i t y  to  create an 

invest igat ive and prosecutor ia l  s t rategy for  pol i t i ca l l y  10 

re lated cases in  the province.   The Pol i t ica l  K i l l ings Task 

Team was overseen by the Nat ional  Steer ing Commit tee,  

the IMC and of  course they report  to  the President .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Before you cont inue,  I  have not iced 

that  you would descr ibe Nat ional  Steer ing Commit tee la ter ,  

a t  paragraph 73 to be exact ,  but  can you p lease descr ibe i t  

here,  what  exact ly  was the Nat iona l  Steer ing Commit tee?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    The quest ion of  the Commissioner  

is?  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    What  exact ly  was the Nat ional  20 

Steer ing Commit tee?  I  am saying that  I  am aware that  you 

do descr ibe i t  la ter  at  paragraph 73,  but  I  want  you to 

descr ibe i t  where  you ment ion i t  for  the f i rs t  t ime,  which 

…[intervenes] .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Okay.  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    I f  I  am not  mistaken is  here.   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes.   The Nat ional  Steer ing  

Commit tee consis ted of  the senior  of f ic ia ls  at  DDG and DG 

level ,  le t  us say L ieutenant  Generals  and a lso above.   This  

Steer ing Commit tee was chai red by the nat ional  head of  the 

DPCI,  then was General  Lebeya,  consisted  of  the  

departments of  the Nat ional  Prosecut ing Author i ty ,  the 

Nat ional  Di rector  and h is or  her  o f f ic ia ls  were par t  o f  that ,  

the Correct ional  Serv ices,  the SSA,  the Pol ice fo rmat ions,  

that  is  the Deput ies of  Detect ives,  Deputy of  Pol ic ing,  the  10 

Pro ject  Leader of  the Pol i t i ca l  K i l l ings Task Team was 

g iv ing reports to  the Steer ing Commit tee.   So that  Steer ing 

Commit tee was the one that  wi l l  l is ten to the reports  of  the 

Pol i t ica l  K i l l ings Task Team and they report ,  th is  Steer ing  

Commit tee wi l l  repor t  to  the IMC.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Genera l .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Chai r .   

ADV SIBIYA SC :    Mr Motau,  before you proceed.   General ,  

what  does i t  mean that  the Nat ional  Steer ing Commit tee,  

the IMC and the President  oversaw the PKTT?  What  is  to  20 

oversee in  th is  case?  And I  am asking,  maybe I  must  

expla in  my quest ion,  I  want  to  understand what  powers,  i f  

any,  d id the NSC,  the IMC and the President  have over  the 

act iv i t ies and operat ions of  the PKTT.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  the use of  the word “oversee” 
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might  have Engl ish encroachment  but  a l l  one what  is  saying 

is  that  the Nat ional  Steer ing Commit tee they deal  wi th  the  

operat ions of  the Pol i t i ca l  K i l l ings Task Team.  They 

untangle problems and g ive d i rect ion and they repor t  to  the 

IMC.   The IMC wi l l  l is ten.   I f  IMC feels that  there are areas 

that  needs thei r  in te rvent ion,  for  example in  th is  case there 

was a need fo r  a specia l  cour t ,  then the Min ister  

responsib le,  which is  Just ice then,  wi l l  take that  up upon 

h imsel f  or  hersel f  wi th  the Di rector  General  to  go and sor t  

out  that  speci f i c  mat te r .   But  there were not ,  the IMC and 10 

the President  were not  involved in  what  the Pol i t i ca l  Task 

Team is doing.   There were,  the Pol i t ica l  Task Team was 

d i rected by the  Provincia l  Commissioner,  KwaZulu -Nata l  

and the Pro ject  Leader.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   

ADV MOTAU SC :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Commissioner.   

Yes,  p lease proceed.   You were about  to  commence wi th  

the second sentence of  paragraph 60 where you ta lk  about  

the PKTT at  i t s  incept ion and who i t  was led by and who i t s  

Operat ional  Coordinator  was.    20 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  the Pol i t ica l  K i l l ings Task Team 

at  i ts  incept ion in  2018 was in i t ia l l y  led by a Major  General  

Ramatswele and L ieutenant  General  Khumalo was the 

Operat ional  Coordinator .   When …[ intervenes] .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Sorry,  and can we just  s top here.   When 
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we say L ieutenant  General  Khumalo,  we are not  ta lk ing 

about  Commissioner Khumalo who is  current ly  s i t t ing  as one 

of  the co -Commissioners,  am I  correct?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  no,  I  am not  refer r ing  to the 

Commissioner Khumalo who is  here.   This one is  a 

L ieutenant  General  Khumalo,  Head of  Cr ime Inte l l igence.   

But  he was Br igadier  by then.   Ja,  you wi l l  encounter  a lo t  

of  Khumalo ’s in  th is ,  but  i t  has noth ing to do wi th work of  

what  they are doing and those tha t  I  know they do a good 

job.   I  do not  know the co -Commissioner.    10 

ADV MOTAU SC :    And Nat ional  Commissioner,  i f  I  

understand then you are saying because of  the many 

Khumalo ’s that  we are encounter ing here Commissioner  

Khumalo is  not  a deployee of  the PKTT.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    No,  he is  not .   He is  not .   He is  just  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    No,  no.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Thank you.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    No,  thanks.   Thanks,  on a –  to  come 

back on a ser ious note,  you then in formed the Commission  20 

about  the leadership st ructure of  the PKTT at  the t ime when 

i t  was in t roduced in  2018 and in  2019 –  sorry,  in  the next  

paragraph you say you were the Deputy …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sorry,  Mr Motau,  sor ry,  before you go to 

your next  paragraph.  
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ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  sorry.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    We do encounter  qui te  a number of  

Khumalo ’s in  the documents.   I t  might  be helpfu l  say in  th is  

case where he say L ieutenant  General  Khumalo g ive us a  

f i rs t  name,  because I  see there  is ,  as you wou ld have 

not iced there is  qui te  a number of  them.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Thank you.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Okay,  th is  one we are refer r ing to 

here is  Dumisani  Khumalo.    

CHAIRPERSON :    There is  even I  th ink a Major  General  10 

Khumalo,  or  am I  mistaken?  Later  on at  some point  there is  

reference to a Major  General  Khumalo as wel l ,  or  am I  

wrong?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes,  there is  a Major  General  

Khumalo.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    I t  i s  another  one.    

CHAIRPERSON :    You should p lease do the same when you 

get  to  that  Major  General ,  do what  my co -Commissioner,  

Commissioner Ba loyi ,  has just  sa id,  ment ion the f i rs t  name 20 

of  that  Major  General  Khumalo,  then there wi l l  be less 

confusion for  us ja .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Okay.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry fo r  the in terrupt ion,  Mr Motau.   

ADV MOTAU SC :    No,  no,  thank you,  Chai r  and co -
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Commissioners.   Nat ional  Commissioner,  you understand 

that  request ,  where you know that  there is  more than one 

surname,  or  one of f ic ia l  wi th  that  surname for  ease of  

reference the request  is  to  ment ion the name so that  i t  is 

clear  which of  the  surnames …[ intervenes] .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  no I  wi l l  do so.   But  maybe 

dur ing the break I  wi l l  t ry  and get  a l l  the names.   I  may not  

know the other  names.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Okay.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Thanks.  10 

ADV MOTAU SC :    A l r ight ,  thank you.   Yes,  paragraph 61 

you are ind icat ing that  at  the t ime when the PKTT was 

establ ished you were a Deputy  Nat ional  Commissioner,  

Pol ic ing at  the  t ime and you were  responsib le for  the in i t ia l  

ca l lup of  members to be par t  o f  the PKTT,  which you say is  

ev ident  f rom the at tached cal lup inst ruct ion,  which is  SFM2.   

I f  I  can just  ask you to then go to f i le  2,  SFM 2 commences 

f rom page 73.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Cor rect ,  Commissioner.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes.   The document  commencing on 20 

page 73 you descr ibe i t  as a ca l lup  inst ruct ion and you wi l l  

see i ts  purpose is  out l ined in  paragraph 1 to say:  

 “The purpose of  th is  in fo rmat ion note is  

to  request  the approval  o f  the st ra tegy,  

i ts  implementat ion p lan and funding for  
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invest igat ion and prosecut ion  of  

pol i t i ca l  re lated  cases in  KwaZulu -

Natal . ”  

 Then the next  paragraph is  the background.   I f  I  

can ask you to  just  focus on the second unnumbered 

paragraph there.    

 “The IMC met  wi th the Task Team 

invest igat ing these cases on 21 May 

2018 and one of  the pre l im inary  

observat ions was that  th is  mul t i -10 

d isc ip l inary Task Team was work ing in  

…[indist inct ]  and i t  does not  have an 

invest igat ion and prosecutor ia l  p lan or  

s t rategy that  is  a l igned to overa l l  

Government  pr ior i t ies conta ined in  the  

Nat ional  Development  P lan,  NDP 2030,  

the Medium Strategic Framework,  

MTSF and other  key pol icy prescr ip ts,  

i .e .  creat ing safe and secur i t y  

envi ronment . ”  20 

 I f  I  can just  ask that  you expla in the statement  that  

the team did not  have an invest igat ion and prosecutor ia l  

p lan or  s t rategy.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  what  that  refers,  Commissioner 

is  that  before the establ ishment  of  th is  team there was a  
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previous team.  I t  was a provinc ia l  team that  was 

invest igat ing th is  very same pol i t ica l  k i l l ings.   So as we 

were meet ing wi th the IMC that  t ime we were evaluat ing the  

funct ion ing or  the ,  of  the previous team and that  is  when we 

p icked up that  yes,  the team did  not  have a prosecutor ia l  

s t rategy or  invest igat ive st rategy,  so they were not  

in tegrated,  there  was no prosecutor  guided invest igat ion 

and the team did  not  have an invest igat ion  st rategy.   So 

those are the f ind ings of  the team that  was there  that  we 

were inher i t ing o f  course.   I  happened to be advantaged 10 

that  I  know also the establ ishment  of  that  previous team.  I  

was involved.   I t  was more provinc ia l  team and i t  made no 

successes at  a l l ,  so those remarks are refer r ing to that  

which then we were saying le t  us rework,  le t  us come wi th a 

new st rategy and way forward.   

ADV MOTAU SC :    Okay,  so in  essence,  and now you deal  

wi th  th is  la te r  on  in  your  statement ,  you say there  was a  

Task Team that  was invest igat ing  or  had the very same 

mandate as i t  were to invest igate the pol i t ica l  k i l l ings in  

KwaZulu -Nata l  wh ich  was provincia l ly  based and i t  was la ter  20 

d isbanded and subst i tu ted wi th th is  one.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Cor rect .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    And the remarks that  I  d i rected you to,  

re late to ,  o r  refer  to  the previous Task Team.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Cor rect .  
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ADV MOTAU SC :    And I  mean you wi l l  say more about  i t  

when you deal  wi th  that  aspect .    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  no I  wi l l  say more when we 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    A  l i t t le  la ter .   Then i f  I  can ask you to 

turn to  page 79 of  that  document ,  you wi l l  see moni tor ing  

and evaluat ion is  deal t  wi th  in  paragraph 6.   Can I  just  ask 

you to just  in  b r ie f  terms deal  wi th  that  aspect  of  moni tor ing  

and evaluat ion.   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  wi th  regard to moni tor ing and 10 

evaluat ion wi th in the Task Team, we said that  there wi l l  be 

a Tact ica l  Jo int  Operat ion Cent re,  Commanders wi l l  meet  on 

a dai ly  basis,  inspect  dockets,  d i rect  operat ions and the  

Commanders wi l l  a lso,  the Tact ica l  Jo int  Operat ional  

Commanders  and the Mission Area Joint  Operat ional  Cent re 

wi l l  meet  on a weekly basis.   In  other  words,  there was a  

method which the team is being moni to red regular ly  f rom 

provincia l  level ,  that  is  where your …[ indist inct ]  is ,  the  

Tact ica l  JOCS, they were about  four ,  d iv ided in to four  in  the 

province where there was a problem by that  t ime of  pol i t i ca l  20 

k i l l ings.  So at  that  tact ica l  leve l  they wi l l  meet  dai l y .   

Province,  they w i l l  meet  weekly to  moni tor  what  i s  being  

done,  what  assistance can be done,  and review where  

necessary thei r  s t rategies.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    And i f  you look at  the second last  bul le t  
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on that  page i t  says:  

 “The status repor t  wi l l  be submit ted to 

the Cr iminal  Just ice Prevent ion  and 

Secur i ty ,  JCPS,  Di rector  General ’ s  

cluster  Chai rperson b i -weekly  for  

fur ther  handl ing w i th the IMC.”  

 Is  that  connected to the point  that  you were making 

in  paragraph 60 o f  your  statement  regard ing the PKTT being 

overseen by the  bodies that  you have out l ined in  that  

paragraph?  10 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  i t  is  in  l ine,  except  to  say that  as 

that  submission is  done i t  means i t  wi l l  go v ia the  Nat ional  

Commissioner ’s  o f f ice,  Steer ing Commit tee and to the DG’s  

cluster  and then,  only then to the Intermin ister ia l  

Commit tee.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Ja.   The recommendat ions are in  

paragraph 7.   You do not  need to deal  wi th  them.  I f  I  can 

ask you to then turn over  the page at  page 80.   The 

s ignature on top there,  whose s ignature is  i t  and what  does 

i t  s ign i fy?  20 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    I t  i s  my s ignature.   Above that  there  

is  recommendat ion or  not  recommended.   I  d id  not ,  I  forgot  

to  t ick recommended,  but  I  do a l lude what  should happen 

there to say the operat ion wi l l  be run operat ional ly  

d i f ferent ly  unl i ke  other  operat ions and I  a lso say there is  
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s t i l l  something outstanding,  which is  the budget  fo r  

vehic les.   So that  is  my s ignatures.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    And then i f  you turn over  the page to 

page 81,  the top s ignature on that  page whose s ignature is  

i t  and equal ly  what  does i t  s ign i fy?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    The s ignature is  the s ignature of  the 

Head,  Nat ional  Head of  the Di rectorate fo r  Pr io r i ty  Cr ime 

Invest igat ion,  General  Lebeya and he recommended th is  

speci f ic  ca l lup or  p lan.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    So i f  you look at  th is  document ,  I  do not  10 

want  to  deal  wi th  a l l  o f  them, but  they main ly fo l low the 

same pat tern.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    They fo l low the same unt i l  page 82 

where the Nat ional  Commissioner then approved the  p lan or  

the st rategy.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  I  was just  deal ing wi th one so that  

we or ientate the  Commissioners  about  the st ructure of  

these documents,  who gets involved and the s ignature and 

what  they s igni fy .   Then i f  I  can ask you to …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Mr Motau,  i f  I  may just  check something.  20 

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    In  that  page 79,  General ,  the,  under 

recommendat ions the second bul le t  i t  g ives you a  budget  

number or  an est imated amount  and then i t  says to be  

managed at  prov inc ia l  o f f i ce,  KwaZulu -Nata l .   Does th is  
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mean that  th is  operat ion,  the PKTT then fa l ls  under the  

operat ional  cont ro l  o f  the Provincia l  Commissioner,  KZN?  I t  

is  -  and I  ask the quest ion mindfu l  that  i t  is  a  nat ional  

pro ject  as I  understand.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Cor rect ,  Commissioner.   I t  is  a  

nat ional  p ro ject .   In  th is  speci f i c  instance yes,  where I  was 

saying that  i t  wi l l  fa l l  under the Provincia l  Commissioner,  

KwaZulu -Nata l .   May I  a lso take you to page 80 under the  

s ignature of  General  Masemola there,  hence you see I  am 

saying the …[ indist inct ]  is  d i f fe rent  or  other  nat ional  10 

operat ions and i t  is  understood tha t  th is  operat ion  is  dr iven,  

th is  operat ion is  provinc ia l ly  dr iven,  so what  I  was,  what ,  to  

c la r i fy  what  the Commissioner i s  asking,  yes i t  was dr iven 

at  the province.   But  I  must  hasted to say i t  is  not  automat ic 

that  i t  wi l l  be l ike that .    

 This was an operat ion that  invest igate pol i t i ca l  

re lated k i l l i ngs,  so we were very sensi t i ve and select ive as 

to who gets involved.   I t  does not  necessar i l y  mean i t  is  a  

Provincia l  Commissioner.   I t  is  not  automat ic  that  i f  th is 

Provincia l  Commissioner goes cur rent ly ,  the next  one 20 

comes,  i t  wi l l  cont inue wi th that  one.   No,  i t  was a sensi t i ve,  

i t  was a case speci f i c ,  because a f ter  th is  Pol i t i ca l  K i l l ings  

Task Team was establ ished,  a lo t  o f  po l i t ic ians had in terest  

in  what  they are  doing and a lo t  o f  enqui r ies were being 

made,  hence we had to nar row those people that  a re 
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involved in  th is  operat ion.   Thank you.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    [ Ind ist inct ]… [microphone of f ]  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Thank you.   Thank you,   Commissioner 

Baloyi .   Just  at  the t ime when you are deal ing wi th SFM2 

was the focus of  the Task Team speci f i ca l l y  looking  at  KZN 

or  had i t  looked at  other  p rovinces beyond KZN?  We are 

now in 2018 at  i ts  incept ion.   I  am fo l lowing up f rom the 

quest ion by Commissioner Baloyi .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  a t  i ts  incept ion in  2019 the  

Pol i t ica l  K i l l ings  Task Team was main ly looking  at  the  10 

province of  KwaZulu -Nata l .    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Okay.   And we know that  la ter  on in  the  

statement  you deal  wi th  the fac t  that  i ts  mandate was 

extended beyond the,  that  p rovince to KZN and to focus on 

other  i ssues as wel l ,  correct?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  i t  is  cor rect .   Later  we wi l l  c lar i fy  

that  they were involved in  other  p rovinces l ike the Eastern 

Cape.   

ADV MOTAU SC :    Right ,  i f  I  can then ask you to conclude 

in  paragraph 62,  that  i s  where you a l lude to where the PKTT 20 

ended up operat ing main ly f rom.   You deal  wi th  KZN and 

Eastern Cape.   I f  I  can then just  ask you to deal  wi th  

paragraph 62.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  the operat ion of  the Pol i t ica l  

K i l l ings Task Team was main ly KwaZulu -Nata l  and la ter  i t ,  
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we extended to the Eastern Cape province under L ieutenant  

General  Dumisan i  Khumalo ’s superv is ion and overs ight  to  

focus on pol i t i ca l  re lated cr imes of  course in  KwaZulu -Nata l  

and a lso in  the k i l l ings in  the Eastern Cape,  the 

invest igated cases at  the Fort  Hare main ly murder  cases 

and f raud.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    And again then you re i terate as d i rected 

by the Nat ional  Steer ing Commit tee,  the IMC and the  

President .    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Cor rect ,  Commissioner.  10 

ADV MOTAU SC :    And then you next  deal  wi th  the in i t ia l  

p lan and the in tegrated p lan.   In  paragraph 63 that  is  where  

you make the point  that  you had made ear l ier  that  the PKTT 

was not  the f i rs t  Task Team that  had been setup or  

establ ished in  KZN.   I f  I  can then ask you to deal  wi th  

paragraph 66,  oh sor ry,  63 which deals wi th the 

establ ishment  and the d isbandment  of  the in i t ia l  Task Team 

which was then subst i tu ted or  replaced by the PKTT.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Thanks,  Commissioners.   The,  ja  the 

Pol i t ica l  K i l l ings Task Team was not  the f i rs t  Task Team to  20 

establ ish to  deal  wi th  pol i t i ca l  k i l l i ng in  the province.   There 

was a previous team establ ished in  2017 but  i t  was not  

par t icu lar ly  ef fect ive.   I t  was not  successfu l .   A  decis ion 

was taken to d issolve or  d isband i t .   Dur ing the process of  

that  d isbandment  of  that  team a new Task Team was 
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establ ished,  which involves,  which is  now known as the 

Pol i t ica l  K i l l ings Task Team.  

 The previous team was d isbanded in  consul tat ion  

wi th the Di rectors,  Generals or  Commissioners o f  SAPS,  

NPA,  SSA and Correct ional  Serv ices.   Dur ing those 

meet ings of  May,  June that  is  when the new team was 

moving out  and th is  new team was establ ished.   

Stakeholders in formed that  Min isters of  the respect ive  

departments were  in formed of  the decis ion of  the D i rectors 

General  o f  the in tent ion to d issolve  the o ld team.  So I  want  10 

to make i t  c lear  a lso that  min ister ia l  approval  was not  a  

requi rement  to  establ ish a team.  The decis ion  to d isband 

was taken af te r  a br ie f ing wi th the Di rectors General .    

 The Nat ional  Commissioner took that  decis ion to 

d isband.   At  that  t ime i t  was General  Khehla S i tho le who 

was the Nat ional  Commissioner and ja ,  u l t imate ly he took 

that  decis ion and we establ ished a  new team which is  what  

we cur rent ly  have.   Dur ing that  process of  establ ish ing the 

PKTT i t  was evident  that  indeed a  st rong operat ional  head 

at  the  t ime was needed and L ieutenant  General  Dumisani  20 

Khumalo who was a Br igadier  then,  was achieving  

considerable success as the Commander of  a  pro ject  which  

was addressing rh ino poaching in  the province of  L impopo,  

Mpumalanga and KwaZulu -Nata l  and North West .    

 As the Commander of  that  rh ino poaching Task 
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Team which  was qui te  successfu l ,  Khumalo led ef fo r ts  that  

coord inated pol ice in te l l igence,  analyt i ca l  resources to  

conduct  operat ions,  ta rget ing poachers.   So we then,  before  

that ,  that  nat iona l  team star ted  decent ra l i s ing i t s  mandate 

to those provinces that  I  have ment ioned,  L impopo,  

Mpumalanga,  KwaZulu -Nata l ,  North West .   In  other  words,  

the provinces establ ished thei r  own team and i t  carry on  

wi th the rh ino poaching.    

 So i t  was an opportune moment  then that ,  because 

he was successfu l  in  that ,  that  we then br ing h im to come 10 

and fo rm the nuc leus of  establ ish ing th is  new PKTT using 

most  of  the  st rategies that  he has been using in  the rh ino  

poaching.   The format ion of  the PKTT represented a 

s igni f i cant  sh i f t  in  how pol i t ica l  mot ivated cr imes were 

approached,  p r ior i t i z ing col laborat ion across mul t ip le  

agencies and emphasiz ing accountabi l i t y .   The cross 

funct ional  approach enabled the team to  del iver  expert ise 

f rom var ious sectors.   

 You would recal l  I  sa id the f i rs t  previously team 

consisted of  members f rom KwaZulu -Nata l .   Now th is  20 

current  PKTT consists of  members f rom al l  provinces and 

nat ional  head of f ice.   So the PKTT’s establ ishment  was 

in tended to address the complex nature of  pol i t i ca l  

v io lence,  ensur ing that  in te rvent ions were coord inated,  

targeted and responsive to evolv ing chal lenges in  both  



    22 SEPTEMBER 2025 – DAY 4 
 

Page 51  o f  177  

 

 

KwaZulu -Nata l  and la ter  in  the Eastern Cape.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    In  the Eastern Cape.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes.   So the invest igat ion  of  th is  

cases are not  just  a  s imple l i ke invest igat ing an ord inary  

murder,  there is  a lo t  o f  e f fo r ts  and sk i l l  that  you requi re to  

invest igate th is  cases and i t  takes t ime to  make a 

breakthrough on a s ingle case.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    And sor ry,  i f  I  can just  ask you to go 

back a b i t .   You speak in  the second sentence of  paragraph 

66 about  the cross - funct ional  approach which enabled the  10 

team to leverage expert i se f rom var ious sectors thereby 

enhancing both invest igat ive capaci ty  and prosecutor ia l  

e f fect iveness.   I f  I  can just  ask you to expla in that  a b i t ,  the  

leveraging of  expert i se f rom var ious sectors.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja …[ intervenes] .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    We are a l ready ta lk ing about .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    The leveraging of  expert ise f rom 

var ious sectors …[ intervenes] .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Which expert ise are you ta lk ing about?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    I  am refer r ing to the team consisted 20 

of  General  Detect ives,  Detect ives f rom Murder and 

Robbery,  members of  the DPCI and a lso when we,  and a lso  

members of  the  Forensic  Serv ices who are f rom the 

Forensic lab.   And a lso the team then,  la ter  we,  as  we had 

the Nat ional  Prosecut ing Author i ty  as par t  o f  the  S teer ing 
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Commit tee there was a need to have Prosecutors that  can 

work wi th the team and the Nat ional  Prosecut ing Author i t y  

d id dedicate Prosecutors to  work w i th th is  team in KwaZulu -

Nata l .    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  and then la ter  on you deal  wi th  in  

your  statement  the need for  co l laborat ion between the  

var ious sectors and the Nat ional  Prosecut ing Author i t y  to  

ensure that  the invest igat ion and cases that  a re refer red to 

court  meet  the prosecutor ia l  s tandard that  is  expected.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  the …[ in tervenes] .  10 

ADV MOTAU SC :    Sorry,  just  one of  the cent ra l  methods in  

th is  new invest iga t ive method.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  that  is  cor rect ,  Commissioner.   

That  is  correct .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Chai r  and members of  the Commission,  I  

am about  to  move to the new,  to  a new topic and I  am not  

sure i f  i t  is  a  convenient  t ime for  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    For  a tea adjournment .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Let  us –  Adv Motau,  I  know you are 20 

leaving th is  sect ion.   I  just  want  to  go back to 63 quick ly.   

General ,  the last  sentence in  paragraph 63,  and I  assume 

your answer wi l l  take us to tea t ime,  why was i t  necessary 

when the previous Task Team was d isbanded to  consul t  

wi th  SAPS,  NPA,  SSA and DCS?  Why was that  necessary  
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that  the consul tat ion take p lace?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Wel l ,  when we were there,  because 

we were in  Durban as those departments we could not  take 

a uni la tera l  decis ion.   Remember,  the IMC consisted of  

Min ister  of  those departments and the heads o f  those 

departments were a lso par t ,  they were a lso in  KwaZulu -

Nata l ,  so the Nat ional  Commissioner could not  just  decide 

to d issolve the o ld team and come up wi th a new one 

wi thout  tak ing h is counterpar ts on board,  because as you 

remember,  one of  the cr i t i c ism on the team was tha t  i t  had 10 

no invest igat ive  s t rategy,  i t  was work ing …[ indist inct ] ,  i t  d id  

not  have assistance or  co l laborat ion of  the NPA,  so now 

that  we are moving forward wi th the new team i t  was 

necessary then for  the Nat ional  Commissioner to  br ing h is 

counterpar ts on board which actual ly  they d id the i r  analys is  

together  to  say we are  now moving forward.   So i t  was 

necessary that  he in formed them, they just  do not  le f t  

outs ide.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us adjourn  and resume at  quarter  

past  11.  20 

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

CHAIRPERSON :    We are ready when you are,  Mr  Motau.    

EXAMINATION BY ADV MOTAU SC (CONTINUES) :    Thank 

you.   General ,  i f  we can then deal  wi th  the next  top ic in  
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your  statement ,  i t  is  governance and report ing st ructure of  

the PKTT,  and you deal  wi th  th is  commencing f rom 

paragraph 67 and fo l lowing.   In  67 you ind icate that  the  

PKTT operates  wi th the cent ra l  command overseeing 

geographical l y  spread SAP uni ts ,  and based at  SAPS KZN 

HQ.  Perhaps i f  I  can ask you then to take i t  f rom there in  

order  to  a lso assist  the Commiss ion .   You remember the 

Chai r  sa id when you get  to  these terms,  you should p lease 

def ine them.   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes.  10 

ADV MOTAU SC :    I f  you can proceed f rom there.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Not  the obvious ones l i ke NPA or  

…[intervenes]  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  yes.   Thank you,  Chai r .    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Thanks,  Commissioner.   Yes,  the 

Pol i t ica l  K i l l ings Task Team  was operat ing wi th a  cent ra l  

command,  meaning that  the command was in  the  province 

under the provinc ia l  commissioner,  the SAPS headquarters  

in  the province,  and that  of f ice is  ca l led a MAJOC, a jo in t  

operat ional  cent re which is  at  the  province,  and you have 20 

got  TACJOCs.   TACJOCs is  a tact ica l  operat ions cent re,  

meaning there were four  of  them div ided in  the province ,  led 

by a senior  commander compr is ing of ,  a t  those TACJOCs 

they were compr is ing  of  SAPS detect ives,  in te l l igence 

col lectors,  analysts,  combat  teams,  that  is  uni formed 
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Pol ice ,  the DPCI invest igators,  and the s t ructure  

coord inates in te l l igence and rapid response and prosecut ion 

ef for ts .   That  i s ,  so there were four  of  those TACJOCs being 

commanded f rom the province.    

 The governance report ing l ines of  PKTT ref lected a  

mul t i layered overs ight  and operat ional  s t ructure ensur ing  

c lear  accountabi l i ty  and coord inat ion amongst  key nat ional  

and provincia l  s takeholders.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  and then in  68.1,  you then deal  wi th  

the d i f ferent  s takeholders  and thei r  ro le.   I f  I  can ask you to 10 

deal  wi th  that ,  commencing f rom 68.1,  the IMC.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja ,  the IMC chai red by the Min ister  

of  Pol ice  and Defence,  consisted of  senior  members ,  or  

consisted of  Min isters f rom State Secur i t y ,  Defence,  

Just ice,  and Correct ional  Serv ice,  and the IMC was 

responsib le for  p rovid ing st rategic  d i rect ion over  the PKTT 

and reported to the President  and the cabinet  in  terms of  

the work of  the task team.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    And you say i t  was in tended to  ensure 

that  the PKTT's act iv i t ies a l ign wi th nat ional  p r io r i t ies and 20 

receive appropr ia te guidance at  the  h ighest  level  o f  

government?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  i s  correct ,  Commissioner.   

Then the SAPS,  SAPS led the PKTT as the pr imary  agents ,  

cont r ibut ing invest igators,  forensic support ,  cr ime 
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in te l l igence resources.   The task  team is SAPS led and 

inc lude members  f rom DPCI ensur ing a comprehensive 

approach to invest igat ion.   The SAPS coord inates  

operat ional  act iv i t ies and in tegrate re levant  exper t ise to  

address pol i t ica l l y  re lated or  mot ivated cr imes ef fect ive ly.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    I t  is  the NPA?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    The Nat ional  Prosecut ing Author i t y ,  

par t icu lar ly  through i ts  KwaZulu-Nata l  o f f ice,  p layed a key 

ro le in  embedding prosecutors wi th the PKTT ,  and the  

in tegrat ion fac i l i ta ted prosecutor ia l  gu id ed throughout  the 10 

invest igat ions,  ensur ing that  cases are bui l t  to  p rosecutor ia l  

s tandards and can be ef fect ive ly presented in  cour t .    

 The SSA supported the PKTT by provid ing  

in te l l igence where appl icable,  par t icu la r ly  regard ing 

pol i t i ca l l y  targeted k i l l i ngs.   Th is in te l l igence funct ions 

enhance the PKTT's abi l i t y  to  ant ic ipate,  detec t ,  and 

respond to threats,  thereby st rengthening the invest igat ive  

process.  

 The Department  of  Cor rect ional  Serv ices 

cont r ibuted to the PKTT by assist ing wi th mat ters such as 20 

wi tness protect ion and t ransfer  of  pr isoners f rom one pr ison 

to another  when the need ar ises.   This support  ensures that  

the secur i t y  and in tegr i ty  of  wi tnesses and the e f fect ive  

management  of  ind iv iduals in  custody who are l inked to 

ongoing invest iga t ions and /or  prosecut ions.   The provincia l  



    22 SEPTEMBER 2025 – DAY 4 
 

Page 57  o f  177  

 

 

government  was a lso par t ,  which they communicated thei r  

pr ior i t ies,  the i r  requi rements,  p r io r i t ies,  and chal lenges to  

the PKTT.    

 The Premier  and the MEC act ive ly par t ic ipated in  

th is  process at  the beginning,  represent ing the in terests of  

the province and ensur ing that  local  concerns were 

in tegrated in to the broader operat ional  f ramework.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    And i f  I  can just  pause here,  some of  the 

stakeholders that  you ment ioned here were a lso involved as 

stakeholders in  the previous task team , and you spoke 10 

about  consul t ing them when that  task team was d isbanded.   

You recal l  in  response to the quest ion that  you were asked 

by Commissioner  Baloyi  you deal t  wi th  and provided your  

reasons as to why as stakeholders they needed to be 

consul ted.   I f  I  can ask you to just  touch on that  point  

again.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Okay.   What  I  was saying is  that  as 

the IMC went  to  the province of  KwaZulu -Nata l ,  they went  

wi th the i r  d i rectors and genera ls.   So dur ing the meet ings 

the Nat ional  Commissioner found i t ,  or  saw i t  f i t  that  he  20 

consul t  the other  ro le p layers because they  have got  a ro le 

to  p lay,  which is  what  I  just  descr ibed now,  which everyone 

has got  a ro le to  p lay.   So i t  was important  that  he consul t  

them so that  they can assist  the task team wi th the ro le that  

they are p lay ing.    
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 So hence,  you have seen the NPA must  provide  

prosecutors,  the  SSA must  provide in te l l igence,  the  

Correct ions must  provide movement  or  t ransfers of  

pr isoners.   Some of  the pr isoners  or  deta inees might  a lso 

be wi tnesses in  other  cases ,  and so i t  was necessary that  

that  consul ta t ion takes p lace to make the work of  the PK TT 

to be smooth.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    And you have shown how integrated 

each of  these serv ices are in  the implementat ion of  the p lan 

and the achievement  of  the object ives.    10 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Cor rect .   Ja ,  i t  was a mul t i -agency 

in tegrated st ructure and which was prosecutor  led and 

coord inated through by a l l  the  departments that  were 

represented at  IMC level .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    And then the next  top ic that  you deal  

wi th  in  your  statement  is  the development  and approval  o f  

the PKTT st rategic f ramework ,  and commencing f rom 

paragraph 70 you deal  wi th  a recommendat ion that  had 

been made for  the adopt ion  of  an implementat ion p lan ,  and 

you ind icate in  paragraph 71 that  you par t i c ipated as a 20 

member of  the  team in the process that  led to the 

recommendat ion of  that  PKTT implementat ion p lan ,  and you 

ind icate that  that  p lan is  dated 18 June 2018 and tha t  is  the 

p lan that  we in i t ia l ly  deal t  wi th  ear l ie r ,  that  in fo rmat ion  

note,  you recal l?   SFM2.   So jus t  for  the benef i t  o f  the 
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Commissioners,  the document  that  you refer  to  in  

paragraph 71 is  SFM2,  which you a l ready deal t  wi th  ear l ier .    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    And we know then that  fo l lowing the 

presentat ion of  that  p lan,  you say i t  was accepted by the 

then Nat ional  Commissioner and thereby establ ish ing a  

c lear  and coord inated st rategic f ramework for  the  PKTT's 

act iv i t ies.   I f  I  can then ask you to proceed f rom 

paragraph 72,  where you deal  wi th  the operat ional  chain of  

command,  and in  paragraph 73,  you deal  wi th  the overs ight  10 

of  the PKTT act iv i t ies.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Thanks,  Chai r .   The operat ional  

command wi th in the PKTT was st ructured to ensure c lear  

l ines of  author i t y  and ef fect ive coord inat ion of  ac t iv i t ies.   

This was achieved by organi s ing the command through 

Tact ica l  Jo int  Operat ion Cent re  commanders,  and the 

respect ive zone or  uni t  leads.   These leaders were 

responsib le fo r  managing operat ions wi th in the i r  designated 

areas and ensur ing that  act ions were a l igned wi th the  

overa l l  ob ject ive of  the PKTT.    Overs ight  of  the PKTT's  20 

act iv i t ies was provided by the Nat ional  Steer ing Commit tee,  

which compr ised of  senior  of f ic ia ls  f rom re levant  law 

enforcement  agencies ,  as wel l  as representat ives f rom –  no,  

not  f rom IMC.   I t  was only re levant  of f ic ia ls  f rom law 

enforcement  agencies.   The commit tee convened regular ly  
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to  assess progress,  address chal lenges,  and ensure that  

the team's ef fo r t  remained focused on i t s  def ined mandate.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    And i f  I  can just  summari se 74 and 75,  

deal  wi th  the operat ional  model  which you have se t  out  in  

par ts ear l ie r  on,  and then in  75 i t  is  the ident i f icat ion of  

speci f ic  operat ional  chal lenges and the goal  that  was 

sought  to  be achieved.   I t  i s  something  that  you have  

a l ready test i f ied on.   I f  I  can ask you to then move to the 

next  top ic,  be ing  the work of  the PKTT,  commencing f rom 

paragraph 76.    10 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Thanks,  Commissioners.   S ince the  

PKTT was establ ished as a task team, the Nat ional  

Commissioner u l t imate ly had to approve the PKTT's  budget  

as par t  o f  i ts  budget  approval  p rocess.   The pro ject  leader,  

L ieutenant  General  Dumisan i  Khumalo,  would prepare an 

in format ion note which would be ver i f ied by the Provincia l  

Commissioner,  L ieutenant  General  Mk hwanazi ,  and 

thereaf ter  submit ted fo r  recommendat ion and approva l .    

 This in format ion  note was essent ia l ly  a request  fo r  

extension of  the term of  the team.   When i t  was establ ished,  20 

the PKTT's te rm was in i t ia l ly  s ix  months.   There fore,  in  

order  for  i t  to  cont inue operat ing,  i ts  term had to be  

extended for  a fu r ther  s ix  months and the budget  has to be 

a l located.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Sorry,  i f  I  can then just  perhaps to deal  
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wi th  what  comes af ter  that ,  because i t  deals wi th  aspects  

that  you have a l ready test i f ied on.   You ind icated that  the 

mot ivat ion for  extensions would be conta ined in  the 

in format ion notes.   We deal t  wi th  one example ear l ie r  where  

a mot ivat ion is  out l ined,  the p lan  by way of  objec t ives is  

a lso deal t  wi th  together  wi th the budget  and t imeframe for  

which the approval  re lated.   Is  that  correct?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct .    

ADV MOTAU SC :    And you have  a lso spoken ear l ier  on 

about  the pr inc ip le of  report ing,  which was in tended to  10 

ensure that  there was t ransparency and accountabi l i t y  in  

respect  of  the operat ions of  the PKTT.   I s  that  correc t?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    And you a lso ind icated your par t ic ipat ion 

in  that  p rocess fo r  request ing a budget ,  ident i fy ing the te rm 

of  the extension,  and the pr io r i t ies that  were going to be 

addressed.   Cor rect?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes.   Then i f  I  can ask you to move to 

paragraph 79,  where you say :  20 

“When I  was appointed as the  Nat ional  

Commissioner…”  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Thanks,  Commissioner.   Maybe 

before I  move there,  le t  me just  a lso expla in that  the  team's  

mandate was extended f rom six  months to another  s ix  
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months,  and eventual ly  a year.   But  then eventual ly  we had 

to make i t  permanent .   Why i t  happens that  way was that  

dur ing the f i rs t  s ix  months and the  second s ix  months,  the 

courts,  o r  whether  i t  is  the lawyers  or  the accused,  they wi l l  

postpone thei r  cases and request  a postponement  beyond 

the team's mandate ,  so that  by the  t ime the cases come to  

court ,  the team is  no more there.    

 So that  forced us to end up then saying the team, 

announcing that  the team is permanent ,  because otherwise 

cases were not  being t r ied.   They would want  to  know when 10 

are they going back.   Once they are g iven the date,  then 

they ask postponement  beyond that .   So hence we then 

made the team to  say i t  wi l l  be permanent  unt i l  the pol i t i ca l  

k i l l ings subside.    

 Going to paragraph 79,  when I  was appointed as  

the Nat ional  Commissioner in  2022,  I  was respons ib le for  

approving extensions and budget  for  PKTT,  at tached here  

what  I  re fer  to  as f inancia l  author i t y  f rom June 2018 to 

June 2025.   The re levant  ex tensions and f inancia l  

author i t ies  or  approval  a re  at tached as SFM3.   I  a lso wish,  I  20 

a lso deal  wi th  the  June 2025 approval  in  more deta i l  when I  

address the events that  occur red post  the handing over  of  

the 121 dockets  that  have become known to a l l  South 

Af r icans.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  Adv Motau.   
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ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    General ,  the extensions,  the var ious 

extensions and then the one where the PKTT's te rm was 

made permanent ,  d id those requi re Min ister ia l  approval  o r  

IMC approval?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    No,  they d id not  need the IMC 

approval .   I t  on ly requi red the Nat ional  Commissioner,  

based on the work that  he see,  the Nat ional  Commissioner  

to  approve those extensions.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    10 

ADV MOTAU SC :    And I  th ink perhaps just  i f  we can deal  

wi th  SFM3 to make one reference correct ion  in  the 

annexures,  whereaf te r  a l l  the  annexures fo l low the 

sequence as conta ined or  referenced in  your  statement .   I f  I  

can ask you to tu rn to  the second f i le ,  SFM3 on page 133.   

You wi l l  see f rom 133 to 149,  that  refers to  the document  

that  you seek to reference in  paragraph 79 ,  unt i l  149.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    And then you w i l l  see af te r  149 to 150  –  

sorry,  f rom 150 to  153,  that  i s  a d i f ferent  document  and you 20 

wi l l  see when we get  to  the next  paragraphs f rom 81 to 82,  

that  SFM4 is  the  document  at  150 to 153.   So I  just  want  

that  to  be cor rected for  the record in  terms of  that  one 

reference in  your  statement .   Then we wi l l  deal  wi th  SFM4 

in the next  sect ion.    
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LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Okay.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    So SFM3 is  supposed to go f rom 133 to  

149.   Yes,  and then SFM4,  you wi l l  see i t  s tar ts ,  i f  you go to  

paragraph 81 o f  your  statement ,  you speak of  the 

March 2024 in format ion note,  and that  is  the one that  

commences at  150.   I f  you look at  paragraph 5 of  150,  you 

wi l l  have 2024 to 2025 there ,  and i f  you go to the s ignature 

page at  152,  you wi l l  see that  that  is  the March 2024 

document .    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Okay.    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    I  assume th is  w i l l  necessi ta te movement  

of  the f lags ,  Mr Motau.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Movement ,  yes.   Perhaps what  could be 

done is  the one should be label led as …  But  we wi l l  address 

that  probably  SFM3.1,  and then i t  does  not  af fect  the rest  of  

the sequence.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .    

We wi l l  leave i t  to  your  jun iors to  at tend  i t .    

ADV MOTAU SC :    To at tend to i t ,  yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Mr Motau.  20 

ADV BALOYI  SC :    Mr Motau,  sor ry ,  before you proceed,  on 

a quick scanning of  your  SFM3,  i t  looks l i ke d i f ferent  

per iods of  requests for  extensions.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Am I  cor rect?   
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ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  th ink i t  would  probably be helpfu l  for  

the record i f  you would ind icate the f i rs t  extension date,  i t  is  

pages so-and-so,  and then the next  extension date ,  pages 

so-and-so.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  we wi l l  do so.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    And can I  just  request  that  I  come back 

to that  at  a  la ter  s tage?  Because in  paragraph 79,  i t  just  

s imply references the fact  that  those extensions commence 10 

f rom June 2018 to  June 2025.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   

ADV MOTAU SC :    I  w i l l  just  make sure that  the extensions 

are ident i f ied in  accordance wi th the request .   Thank you.   

General ,  i f  we can then come back to your statement .   In  81 

you deal  wi th . . .   No,  no,  sorry,  perhaps before we star t  wi th  

81,  in  paragraph 80,  you made that  point  ear l ier  that  

a l though i t  was in i t ia l l y  mandated to deal  wi th  the pol i t i ca l  

k i l l ings in  KZN,  i t  was extended to the Eastern Cape to  

invest igate murders and re lated cases at  the Univers i ty  of  20 

Fort  Hare.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    We wi l l  deal  wi th  that  s l ight ly  la ter .   

Then in  81 you deal  wi th  the ex tension re lat ing to that  

March 2024 per iod ,  and I  had just  ind icated that  the  
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extension approval ,  which you ment ioned in  paragraph 82,  

which is  SFM4 on your current  s tatement ,  i t  should actual ly  

be SFM3,  pages 150 to 153.   We wi l l  a t tend to the 

renumber ing wi th  the evidence leaders.   Perhaps i f  you 

could just  g ive an overv iew of  the  points that  you seek to  

make in  paragraph 81 in  re lat ion  to the extension of  the 

mandate of  the Pol i t ica l  Task Team to cover the k i l l ing of  

t rad i t ional  leaders in  KZN.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Thanks,  Commissioners.   A l though 

in i t ia l l y  the team was mandated to work in  KwaZulu -Nata l ,  10 

la ter  the team's mandate was extended to the Eastern Cape 

province to deal  more speci f i ca l l y  murders and other  re lated 

cases at  the Fort  Hare Univers i t y ,  and they were qu i te  very  

successfu l  in  that  regard.    

 Dur ing March 2024 the team's mandate was once 

again extended.   A decis ion was taken to extend the 

mandate and a lso  appoint ing K humalo fu r ther  as the  pro ject  

leader for  the f inancia l  year .   The mandate of  the team was 

extended f rom Apr i l  1 ,  2024,  to  inc lude the invest igat ion of  

cases involv ing the k i l l ing of  t rad i t ional  leaders.   This was 20 

an outcry that  the Min ister  d id by  then.   Min ister  COGTA 

and Min ister  Pol ice  ind icated that  these t radi t ional  leaders,  

as they understand a lso the Pres idency,  that  these cases 

need to be pr io r i t i sed,  and I  then decided that  I  extend the  

mandate of  the team to a lso inc lude cases of  t rad i t ional  
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leaders.    

 There were para l le l  major  invest igat ions that  were  

st i l l  ongoing,  l ike  k i l l ings at  For t  Ha re Univers i ty .   There 

was a potent ia l  r isk that  the courts involv ing  pol i t ica l  

re lated cases,  especia l ly  49 t r ia l - ready cases and 82 cases 

that  were under invest igat ion at  the t ime,  may col lapse i f  we 

wi thdraw the team.   Inc idents of  po l i t ica l  re lated cases were 

expected to increase as we are approaching the e lect ions in  

2024 due to unstable coal i t ion governments at  var ious 

munic ipal i t ies,  especia l ly  in  KwaZulu -Nata l .    10 

ADV MOTAU SC :    And then in  paragraph 84 you deal  wi th  

an inv i ta t ion f rom the President  for  the PKTT to br ie f ,  or  

rather  for  h im to receive a br ie f ing in  respect  of  the 

operat ions and the successes of  the PKTT at  that  po int .   I f  I  

can ask you to deal  wi th  that  paragraph 83?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  maybe before –  sor ry,  

Mr Motau –  before you answer the quest ion,  in  

paragraph 81,  the extension of  the mandate to cover  

Univers i t y  of  For t  Ha re and the t radi t ional  leaders,  who 20 

made that  decis ion to extend?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    I  made that  decis ion because of  the 

outcry that  was there.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Can I  ask a fo l low -up quest ion?  My 

understanding is  that  there were var ious task  teams 
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throughout  the count ry.   Why speci f ica l l y  the PKTT?  What  

was i t  about  i t?    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Wel l ,  when the f i rs t ,  those,  the 

k i l l ings d id happen,  yes there was ,  the Provincia l  

Commissioner d id  put  a task team to do invest igat ion.   But  

as we,  one have seen there is  no progress then we …  The 

reason why we cal led the PKTT is  because of  i t s  nature of  

success.   You could see that ,  i f  I  may go to For t  Ha re,  the  

Fort  Hare  cases were being invest igated by the province of  

Eastern Cape,  the SAPS in the Eastern Cape,  inc luding the 10 

DPCI in  that  prov ince,  for  qui te  some t ime,  over  a year or  

so,  and we,  there was  not  much of  success.  

 Because of  th is  team, one knows how successfu l  i t  

is  in  most  cases ,  then we asked that  they assist  in  the 

Eastern Cape.   And indeed,  wi th in a  short  space of  t im e 

they were able  to  resolve most  of  the cases at  the 

univers i t y .   Normal ly ,  people say that  where you have the 

Khumalo invest igat ing,  i f  there is  a case,  def in i te ly  you wi l l  

face the fu l l  might  of  the law.   So in  th is  case a lso i t  proved 

that  way.   Thank you.  20 

ADV MOTAU SC :    And when we deal  wi th  the documents 

la ter ,  we wi l l  show that  in  respect  of  both these extensions 

the Presidency was contacted,  both in  re lat ion  to the  

extension of  the  mandate of  the PKTT to inc lude the  

murders at  the Univers i t y  of  For t  Hare  in  the Eastern Cape,  
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and in  re lat ion to the k i l l i ngs of  t rad i t ional  leaders.   You wi l l  

expla in at  that  point  wi th  reference to those documents,  

what  the reference to the Presidency and how that  

cascaded,  i f  a t  a l l ,  f rom that  to  yoursel f  in  respect  of  

implementat ion.   But  I  do  not  want  to  take you out  of  

sequence in  your  ev idence.   I f  then you can proceed,  

subject  to  the  commissioners  having f in ished thei r  

quest ions,  to  dea l  wi th  the br ie f ing of  the President  at  the 

Durban Ai rpor t  fo l lowing h is request .    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  there was an inv i ta t ion f rom the 10 

President .   He was fo r  other  work in  the province of  

KwaZulu -Nata l  and he inv i ted the team on 17 March at  

Durban Ai rpor t ,  and members of  the team, together  wi th  

mysel f  and the Min ister ,  d id  br ie f  the President  on the work 

of  the team.  This was the last  br ie f ing to the  President  on  

the PKTT before i ts  d isbandment ,  and the a t tached 

presentat ion to that  is  SFM5.   So that  day they d id the i r  

br ie f ing  …[intervenes]  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Sorry,  just  for  ease of  locat ion,  that  

presentat ion is  at  pages 167 to 186 of  f i le  2.    20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Mr Motau.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    We  wi l l  come back to some of  those 

deta i ls  la te r .   Yes,  and then you proceed in  paragraph 84 

and you provide  the stat is t i cs  which  you say h ighl ight  the  

successes of  the PKTT s ince i t s  incept ion in  June 2018 unt i l  
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28 February 2025.   I  can just  ask you to deal  wi th  those,  

commencing f rom 84.1.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  as o f  28 February 2025 the 

fo l lowing stat is t i cs h ighl ight  the success of  the PKTT s ince 

2018.   They had 612 docke ts that  have been a l located.   125 

of  these docke ts  are st i l l  under invest igat ion.   Nine were 

unfounded.   Unfounded means that  you can say i t  is  a  fa lse 

case.   They were  f ind ing a lo t  o f  those dur ing the t ime ,  and 

10 were pending the DPP's decis ion as to whether  to  

prosecute or  not .   114 were at  var ious courts.   57 were 10 

wi thdrawn for  var ious reasons ,  and 297 were f ina l i sed.   

Final ised means e i ther  gui l t y  o r  no t  gui l t y  o r  a l ternat ive  

d ispute resolut ion ,  whatever  the outcome of  i t  wi l l  be.    

 The outcome of  th is  h ighl ights both the complexi ty  

and the chal lenges inherent  in  prosecut ing po l i t ica l l y  

re lated cases.   As I  sa id,  Commiss ioners ,  ear l ie r ,  the cases 

are qui te  very complex when one invest igates them.  So 

they need more sk i l l ,  more t ime.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    But  perhaps i f  you could just  shed some 

l ight  to  the commission,  what  is  i t  that  is  compl icated about 20 

invest igat ing these or  p rosecut ing  these pol i t ica l l y  re lated  

cases?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja ,  what  i t  enta i l s  i s  that  you have 

somebody,  we ca l l  i t  a  h i t  o rderer ,  somebody that  orders 

that  somebody be k i l led and they procure,  they have to 
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procure a h i tman ,  which is  inkabi .   He must  somewhere  

procure a lso a f i rearm ,  and then at  some point  then get  the  

f i rearm to the i nkabi  and make sure that  then the h i t  is  

undertaken.   So to l ink a l l  those people  some …[intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    Somet imes procure spot te rs as wel l .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  somet imes they procure  spot ters  

that  wi l l  check where are the people.   So af ter  the  k i l l ing,  

somet ime complex,  d i f f icu l t  to  l ink a l l  those peop le and 

there are those that  have got ,  they have invented some new 

modus operandi  in  terms of  how they deal  wi th  i t .   But  I  10 

would not  say i t  because i t  wi l l  educate others.   So that  i s  

how complex i t  was.    

 In  some cases,  especia l ly  of  cases of  in t imidat ion  and 

at tempted murders,  counci l lo rs wi l l  go as far  as get t ing in to 

the i r  cars and say somebody must  shoot ,  but  just  make sure  

you shoot  just  on  the shoulder .   Do not  shoot  too deep on 

the bone.   In  tha t  process,  somet imes because the  person 

is  in  the boot ,  you shoot  f rom outs ide.   A lways an accident  

happen,  then they get  ser iously in ju red.   That  was done 

pure ly to  der ive ,  to  f ight  for  p rotect ion.   To say one 20 

bodyguard,  I  have been shot  at .    

 But  when invest igat ions at  la te r  s tage,  somet imes i t  

reveals that ,  no:   But  why you say there was a shoot ing?  I t  

was only you and the protector  was there,  o r  i t  was 

somebody,  not  a  protector .   So then some,  they wi l l  then 
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confess that :   Ja  -  no,  I  wanted to make sure that  I  get  a 

budget  f rom munic ipal i ty  fo r  protect ion.   That  is  how at  

length they went .   So that  is  why I  say these cases are  

qui te  compl icated.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Okay and the in tervent ion should be 

equal ly  sophist ica ted to deal  wi th  them.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes,  a lso,  yes,  the in tervent ion,  

because i f  you use local  Pol ice ,  somet imes they know local  

po l i t i c ians.   I t  becomes much more easier  for  them maybe 

to be swayed or  persuaded in  the invest igat ion.   Hence,  we 10 

use members f rom other  provinces.   We know i t  is  

expensive,  but  i t  is  worth i t ,  because i f  you use local  Pol ice ,  

i t  is  a lways a problem.   I  must  say,  af ter  the team was 

there,  a lo t  o f  people that  needed to know the work of  the  

team, was qui te  a  lo t  o f  them.   We were br ie f ing  based on 

who wants to  know what ,  not  br ie f ing everybody on what  the  

team was doing.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Then,  in  essence,  between paragraph 86 

to 90,  you cont inue to set  out  the  stat is t ics that  h ighl ight  

the successes of  the PKTT.   I  do not  need you to deal  wi th  20 

those,  because the commission wi l l  see the f igures as they 

are out l ined there.   But  there are  two points that  I  would 

l ike you to deal  wi th  f rom those paragraphs.   In  

paragraph 86,  you make a point  that :  

" In  your  v iew,  the PKTT is  hugely  
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successfu l . "  

And you say:  

"As wi l l  be deal t  wi th  in  deta i l  la te r ,  on  

6 March 2025,  L ieutenant  Genera l  

Khumalo  presented the PKTT's  

successes to Min ister  Senzo Mchunu in  

an ef for t  to  convince h im that  h is  

decis ion to d isband the PKTT was i l l -

advised,  to  the  extent  that  he  was 

advised at  a l l . "  10 

I f  I  can just  ask,  maybe just  for  you to expla in to  the Chai r  

and the Commiss ioners,  what  poin t  do you seek to  make 

here?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  the point  I  seek to make here on 

paragraph 86 was that ,  wel l ,  we know that  the team was 

successfu l ,  Commissioners,  in  do ing th is  work.   So on the 

6th of  March,  there was an inv i ta t ion fo r  the Min ister  to  go 

and d iscuss the d isbandment  p lan .   You would recal l  that  

the Min ister  issued the le t ter  on 31 s t  December to  d isband 

the team.  So I  d id  seek audience immediate ly thereaf ter ,  20 

which i t  never came quicker .  

 I f  ever  we met ,  we met  on other  mat ters,  but  not  on  

th is  one.   So 6  March,  the purpose was to d iscuss the  

d isbandment  p lan .   But  then we then put  a lso a  summary of  

the success of  what  the team has done,  even though we 
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know that  i t  was sent  to  the  Min ister 's  report  o f  the 20th of  

January.   The a im was,  of  course,  a lso to  maybe convince 

h im to th ink otherwise  about  the  team at  th is  par t i cu lar  

meet ing.  

CHAIRPERSON :    General ,  sorry to  in te rrupt  you.   I  am not 

at  a l l  quest ion ing  your asser t ion wi th regard to success,  but  

I  just  want  to  understand i t .   You referred to 612 dockets,  

and you say of  those,  297 were f ina l i sed.   That  is  at  84.7.   

Can you p lease just  expla in how exact ly  you measure  

success?  612 and 297 f ina l i sed.   I  do see that  i s  very c lose 10 

to 50%.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  f ina l ised,  Commissioners,  I  

might  not  have exact  f igures here,  which I  am sure General  

Khumalo wi l l  br ing i t  onboard la ter .   I t  means that  i t  is  

cases that  are f ina l ised,  be i t  …[intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  you d id expla in that .   You d id  expla in 

what  f ina l i sed mean.   What  I  want  to  focus on now is  the 

assert ion that  the PKTT is  hugely successfu l .   I  am not  

quest ion ing that .   I  am not  suggest ing that  i t  is  not  hugely 

successfu l .   I  just  want  to  understand how you measure  20 

success.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Oh,  thanks,  Commissioner.   How we 

measure success,  we measure i t  in  terms of  cases where 

the team did get  a convict ion.   That  is  how we measure  

success.   That  is  cases where there is  convict ions.   Even i f  
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there is  no sentencing yet ,  but  once there is  convict ion,  

then that  we count  as a success.   Detect ion of  suspects and 

get t ing them for  cour t ,  and eventual ly ,  i f  there is  a  

convict ion,  then that  i s  the success.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  do not  know to  what  extent  th is  may be 

of  re levance to the f ind ings and possib ly  even 

recommendat ions we make at  the end.   But  regard ing to the 

fact  that  you said f ina l ised encompasses d i f ferent  

categor ies of  f ina l isat ion,  and you are now focus ing on 

convict ions.   We are looking at  297,  which is  a  f igure 10 

re lat ing to a l l  those categor ies.    

 So i t  makes i t  very d i f f icu l t  fo r  one to have a sense 

of ,  for  example,  the convict ions.   Because wi th regard to 

success,  you seem to focus on convict ions.   So i f  you have 

th is  g lobular  to ta l ,  you have no idea as to what  exact ly  the  

success is  i f  one looks at  convict ions.   But  I  guess i t  would  

be very unfa i r  o f  me to requi re you to g ive  those s tat is t ics  

here i f  you do not  have them in your af f idavi t .   Perhaps le t  

us leave i t  there.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Thanks,  thanks,  Chai r .   General ,  d id  I  20 

understand you cor rect ly  when you said L ieutenant  General  

Khumalo is  going to deal  wi th  th is  i ssue in  more deta i l?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Did I  understand you correct ly?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  i s  cor rect ,  Commissioner.   He 
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wi l l  deal  wi th  the deta i ls  of  that .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    And he wi l l  provide those stat is t i cs.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Mr Motau,  perhaps General  Khumalo wi l l  

deal  wi th  i t .   You wi l l  ind icate i f  tha t  is  the in tent ion.   But  i t  

is  a  s l ight ly  d i f fe rent  angle and a  fo l low -up on the  Chai r 's  

quest ion.   Now,  in  th is  presentat ion to the President ,  

General ,  and I  am looking at  page 168 and in  paragraph 1,  

2,  3 ,  4 ,  5 ,  bu l le t  po int  5 ,  you say:  

"As of  Ju ly 2018,  the team is a l located 10 

and accounts for  329 dockets  of  

po l i t i ca l l y  re lated cases."  

That  is  the presentat ion in  March 2014.   Then in  your  

statement  at  paragraph 84.1,  you say:  

"S ince June 2018,  the PKTT has 

612 dockets a l located to i t . "  

Should we read th is  to  mean tha t  the d i f ference between 

612 and the 329 is  at  March 2024 is  in  fact  the increase in  

dockets f rom Apr i l  2024 to. . .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    February 2025.  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja.   Is  that  what  i t  means,  or  is  i t  just  a  

case of  how the evidence is  presented,  Mr Motau,  that  there 

is  no deta i l  and the b i t  o f  i t  is  lost  in  there somewhere?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Sorry,  Commissioner,  you say on?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So i f  you look at  168,  bundle B,  or  the 
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second bundle.   That  is  the presentat ion to the President .   

And bul le t  po int  5 ,  you say that :  

"At  Ju ly 2018,  329 dockets had been 

a l located as of  Ju ly 2018."  

So as a date of  p resentat ion f rom July 2018,  at  least  that  is  

how I  read i t ,  the  PKTT had 329 dockets as at  the date of  

your  presentat ion in  March 2024.   Then your s tatement  

says:  

"As of  February 2025. . . "  

Which is  a year la ter :  10 

"The PKTT has 612 dockets. "  

Is  that  an ind icator  of  the growth in  dockets?  Is  i t  a 

quest ion of  the numbers?  Because i t  is  l ike a 50%, near ly  

50% increase in  dockets in  one year.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  is  an increase f rom 329 to then 

the cur rent ,  which is  612.   I t  is  an increase o f  ext ra 

a l locat ion of  dockets.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So as of  the t ime that  the Min ister  

makes the decis ion to d isband,  you are now deal ing in  the 

region of  about  612 dockets.  20 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes,  that  i s  correct .   Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Thank you.   We are about  to  touch on 

paragraph 86,  and you were deal ing wi th a  reference to a 

meet ing of  6  March 2025,  which we know,  sorry,  wh ich you 
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say you wi l l  deal  wi th  i t  in  deta i l  a  l i t t le  la ter .   But  in  th is  

paragraph,  you ta lk  about  a presentat ion of  the s tat is t ics 

that  were presented to the Min ister  at  that  meet ing.   And 

those stat is t ics are the ones that  I  d id  not  deal  wi th  ear l ier  

on.   I f  you go over  the  page 27,  there  is  what  you cal l  a  

deta i led breakdown of  the 333 dockets.   You see that?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes,  Commissioner.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  and you deal  wi th  them f rom 86.1 to 

86.5.   And then in  87,  you deal  wi th  how they were  

a l located.   You see that?  10 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    From 87.1 unt i l  87.3.   That  i s  how you 

deal  wi th  the a l locat ion of  the 333 dockets.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes,  Commissioner.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Then in  paragraph 88,  you deal  wi th  the  

18 dockets that  per ta ined to the inc idents of  k i l l ings  at  the 

Univers i t y  of  For t  Hare,  and you break those down in to 14,  

2 and 2.   You see that?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Cor rect ,  Commissioner.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Then in  paragraph 89,  you deal  wi th  the  20 

team having been fur ther  a l located 51 dockets that  a re 

associated wi th murders,  target ing t radi t ional  leaders.   You 

break those down in to 48 and 3.   You see that?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Cor rect ,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    P lease hold your thought  and do not  
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forget  where you were,  Mr Motau.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Thank you,  thank you,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    General ,  can you p lease expla in the 333 

dockets at  the top of  page 27?  Where does that  number  

come f rom?  The last  number that  had been referred  to was 

the 612 at  84.1.   Then at  86,  just  before 86.1,  there is  

reference to 333 dockets.   Where does that  come f rom?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Wel l ,  the 333,  i f  I  go back and look 

at  i t ,  i t  w i l l  come f rom the same 612.   I t  is  not  an ext ra 

number above 612.   I t  come f rom the same 612.   What  I  10 

need to just  p robably  go and check back is  the 297,  

because as to the  297 and the 333.   

ADV MOTAU SC :    Perhaps i f  you turn to  page 411,  i t  might  

assist .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    411.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    411.  

CHAIRPERSON :    That  i s  under SFM12.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Mr Motau,  I  rea l ise that  we d id not  g ive  

your bundles any name,  and I  am worr ied that  the  record  

might  just  s t rugg le you between you moving between the  20 

two bundles,  and i t  is  not  c lear ,  for  purpose of  the  record,  

that  now you are referr ing to a d i f ferent  bundle.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    So we had said f i le  1 and f i le  2.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    [ Ind ist inct ] . . .  in  the same order .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja,  maybe for  uni formi ty,  what  we d id –  
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sorry,  sorry,  sor ry,  my co -Commissioner.   What  we d id wi th 

General  Mukwanazi 's  f i les,  we cal led them Mkwanazi 's  f i les,  

we cal led  them Mkhwanazi  1  and Mkhwanazi  2 .   So perhaps 

we should fo r  uni formi ty,  do something s imi la r  here and for  

the statement ,  we cal l  i t  Masemola 1,  and then the  

annexure is  Masemola 2.   Then when counsel  refers to  

them, you do the same.   Thank you.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Thank you,  Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Commissioner Baloyi .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  Nat ional  Commissioner,  I  d i rected 10 

you perhaps in  that  d iscussion w i th the Chai r  regard ing 

333 dockets to  page 411 of  Masemola 2.   Then perhaps you 

could expla in i t  f rom there.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Okay,  thanks,  Commissioners.   I f  

you go to –  i t  is  Masemola 2,  r ight?  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  and a lso bear ing in  mind what  the  

Chai r 's  quest ion is .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    The Chai r 's  quest ion is ,  re lat i ve  to  the  

number of  612 that  you had provided as being the tota l  20 

number of  dockets,  where does 333 come in?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Cor rect .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Or feature.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    So i f  you go to SFM.. .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    12.  
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LT GEN MASEMOLA :    12 on page 412,  r ight  at  the bot tom 

lef t ,  you wi l l  f ind the 612 dockets,  to ta l ly  that  was a l located 

to the team.  That  is  the tota l .   Then when you go to 

page 411 of  the same document ,  on the top le f t  corner ,  you 

wi l l  f ind the 333 cases.   I f  you look at  the topic of  tha t  is :  

"Pol i t ica l  re lated cases."  

There were 333 tota l l y  for  the whole per iod.   Then the 

breakdown comes there.   Just  the wr i t ing is  not  so good.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    So which one?  Which one are you 

looking at?  Do you want  to  deal  wi th  para l le l  cases or  you 10 

want  to  deal  wi th  ad hoc  cases?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    No,  the breakdown of  the 333 is  on  

the …[intervenes]  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  on the top column.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  on the top column there is  53,  3,  

2 ,  1 ,  1 ,  7 ,  4 ,  60,  11.   So what  I  was saying was that  the  

topics on top are  just  not  readable.   But  that  is  where the 

333 refers to  pol i t ica l  re lated cases of  the 612.   Then the 90 

below refers to  para l le l  cases of  the same 612.   Then the 

120 on the same page is  ad hoc  cases,  120 of  the same 20 

612.   

ADV MOTAU SC :    But  perhaps to assist  the commission,  

what  a re para l le l  cases and what  a re ad hoc  cases?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Para l le l  cases …[intervenes]  

ADV MOTAU SC :    I  am aware that  you said Gen  Khumalo 
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wi l l  g ive more  deta i l  on th is ,  but  the Commissioners need 

the in format ion now to make sense of  these numbers .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes.   Para l le l  cases are those cases 

where they wi l l  f ind that  the i r  suspect ,  beside them 

invest igat ing h im for  pol i t ica l  re la ted case,  they f ind that  

th is  fe l low have a lso commit ted ,  le t  us say,  robbery  

somewhere.   E i ther  a robbery of  common robbery .   Then 

that  case wi l l  be -  i t  is  not  pol i t i ca l l y  re lated.   So meaning i t  

is  not  necessar i ly  the mandate of  th is  team.  But  they are  

having invest igat ing th is  suspect .   Then they wi l l  take that  10 

case to make i t  as a para l le l  case.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Okay.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Then ad hoc  cases a lso are those 

cases that  a re necessar i l y  not  po l i t ica l l y  re lated.   But  the  

same accused might  have been ar rested for  possession of  

i l legal  f i rearm at  a d i f fe rent  Pol ice  stat ion or  in  an unre lated 

mat ter .   But  then the team, in  order  to  br ing these cases 

together ,  to  know bet te r  the i r  c l ient ,  then they wi l l  take  

those cases and invest igate them.   So those cases are not  

pol i t i ca l l y  re lated,  but  the i r  c l ient  i s  involved in  those cases.   20 

Then t radi t ional  leadership cases. . .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    This i s  over  the page at  412.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  i f  we turn the page f rom 411 to 

…[intervenes]  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Ja,  412.   Just  over  the page.  
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LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes.   Tradi t ional  re lated  cases 

re late to  k i l l ings of  t rad i t ional  leaders,  be i t  the Nkosis and 

the Nduna 's.   Not  necessar i ly  k i l l ings a lone,  might  a lso  

mean at tempted murders and so on.   Then Univers i t y  of  For t  

Hare cases,  those were cases o f  murder and f raud and 

corrupt ion and so  on,  at  the Univers i t y  of  For t  Hare .   The 

last  co lumn is  the overa l l  to ta l  o f  612.   But  I  must  go  back 

to the para l le l  cases and the ad hoc cases.   I  would want  to  

leave that  a lso,  more speci f ica l l y  for  General  Khumalo to 

come and expla in  the deta i led d i f ference between the two.   10 

I  do not  want  to  conclude on that  one.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you very much,  Mr  

Motau,  th is  c lar i f ies i t .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you very,  very much.   Thank you to 

you as wel l ,  General .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Thanks,  Commissioner.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    General ,  in  paragraph 90 of  your  

statement ,  the las t  sentence you say:  

"The PKTT has an unmatched success 20 

rate. "  

Now,  I  want  to  br ing you back to paragraph 84,  perhaps to  

fur ther  c lar i fy  the quest ion that  the Chai r  was asking.   I f  

one is  merely looking at  612 dockets and of  those,  297 were 

f ina l i sed,  i t  would  appear just  on the face of  that  that  there 
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are less cases that  were f ina l i sed than the cases that  had 

been a l located.   You see that?  Because i f  you jus t  look at  

612 and subt ract  that ,  subt ract  297 f rom that  number .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Cor rect .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    I t  would be less than hal f  the tota l  

number of  dockets.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Cor rect .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    I  th ink i t  is  in  that  context  that  the Chai r  

is  asking the quest ion to say how do you then measure  

success,  par t i cu la r ly  wi th  reference to the point  you make in  10 

paragraph 86 and the last  sentence that  I  re fer red you to in  

paragraph 90 of  your  …[intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    Factor ing  in to that ,  the fact  that  

f ina l i sat ion does not  mean convict ions only.   There are 

severa l  categor ies under that  term.   So the 297 in  terms of  

convict ions is  even reduced fu r ther  as i t  were.   So p lease 

respond to Mr Motau 's quest ion.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Thanks,  Commissioner.   The 

f ina l i sat ion in  th is  regard,  we wi l l  recal l  that  the dockets at  

For t  Hare Univers i ty ,  there  has been ar rests made.   Those 20 

cases are st i l l  a t  cour t ,  i f  not  yet  f ina l i sed,  because the t r ia l  

o f  th is  t ype of  case takes long.   A lso tak ing in to  account  

that ,  I  th ink i t  was,  ja ,  over  51 o f  the t radi t ional  leaders '  

dockets,  the team only took those dockets in  2024.   So 

there could not  have been more move in  terms of  
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invest igat ion of  those cases.  

 I t  does not  mean that  they might  have made a lo t  o f  

ar rests,  but  the cases wi l l  s t i l l  be at  cour t  and not  f ina l i sed 

as we mean in  terms of  convict ion.   So that  is  the  

d i f ference.   I t  is  not  expected that  i f  they have got  

612 dockets,  there shal l  be 612 convict ions.   No,  i t  does not  

work that  way.   They might  have made ar rests,  but  cases 

take t ime.   We can refer  to  th is  very same year,  we might  

have seen a number of  convict ions coming f rom the very 

same cases of  the team that  comes a long way.  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    So perhaps i t  may be short -changing the  

PKTT to focus on convict ions only.   I  would imagine that ,  

and I  th ink i t  is  s tated somewhere in  your  af f idavi t ,  there  

may be instances where there is  no  movement  a t  a l l  in  

terms of  detect ion and ar rests.   But  upon the PKTT taking 

over ,  there is  suddenly movement  in  that  regard.   You get  

ar rests and you get  people appear ing in  cour t .   So i t  may 

not  necessar i l y  lead to convict ions in  the end,  but  the fact  

that  suddenly there is  movement  does make a d i f ference.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Correct .   That  is  correct ,  20 

Commissioner.   Especia l ly  i f  we look at  the Fort  Hare one,  

there was no movement  at  a l l .   But  af ter  the team 

intervened,  people were arrested,  people were brought  at  

cour t ,  and the cases are st i l l  in  the process at  the court .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Of  course,  one assumes that  the  arrests  
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would not  be ar rests for  the sake o f  i t ,  and that  i t  would be 

ar rests that  are just i f ied in  the c i rcumstances.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes,  cor rect ,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Mr Motau,  i f  I  may?  You,  General ,  in 

that  paragraph 90,  you say that  the  PKTT has an unmatched 

success rate.   Obviously,  you and the Min ister  d isagree.   In  

h is  le t ter ,  we know he says that  i t  adds no value or  some 

language to that  ef fect .   Now,  when you say the success is  

unmatched,  what  are your compara tors?  What  is  your  point  

o f  re ference against  which you are compar ing to say the 10 

success of  the team is unmatched?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  i t  wi l l  be d i f f icu l t  to  match the  

work of  the team wi th a province or  a d is t r ic t  because they 

work across.   When one uses that  word unmatched,  i t  i s  

that  there are cases that  they would have been dead wi th 

no progress.   But  once you get  th is  team into that  case,  you 

wi l l  see movement ,  you wi l l  see ar rests.   L ike,  le t  us go 

back,  I  th ink  somewhere we ta lk  about  a  number of  cases 

which the team had somewhere in  2018,  which come f rom 

the previous team wi th very l i t t le  success.  20 

 But  af te r  th is  team was then put  in to work,  they were 

able to  make a breakthrough in  a lo t  o f  those cases.   The 

next  example in  point  is  the Fort  Hare.   L ike I  was saying,  

some of  the f raud cases there in  For t  Hare,  the DPCI has 

been invest igat ing them for  more than a year and we have 
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not  had a breakthrough.   But  af ter  we got  th is  team at  

For t  Hare,  there was a progress on murders,  f rauds and 

corrupt ion.   So,  that  i s  what  one refers to ,  that  they are  

bound to make a  breakthrough.   We can go as fa r  as in  

Gauteng province,  where we had cases of  murders and 

drugs re lated,  which af te r  the team seeks,  the Gauteng 

team seek assistance of  KwaZulu -Nata l  and we a l lowed 10 

members of  the  Pol i t ica l  K i l l ings Task Team to assist  

Gauteng.   They star ted making a  breakthrough and a lso  

they unravel led more than what  the team in Gauteng would 10 

have found.  

 So,  that  in  i ts  case,  in  i ts  nature,  we are saying that  

the team is a success.   I f  the  KwaZulu -Nata l  Pol i t ica l  

K i l l ings Task Team members d id not  come to Gauteng,  we 

would not  have the current  rate of  unravel l ing,  the arrest  of  

Abo[?]  Molefe,  the ar rest  of  Abo Cat ,  and of  course there 

are st i l l  o thers on the l ine that  s t i l l  needs to be processed.  

So,  by saying tha t  the i r  success is  unmatched,  that  is  what  

we refer .  

 But  then saying  to,  on the Min ister 's  le t ter  that  he 20 

assessed and there was no value,  I  do  not  know where the  

statements come f rom.   I  do not  know the assessment ,  

when,  where was i t  done,  wi th  who,  I  do not  know.   Wel l ,  

probably  that  may come later ,  but  I  do not  know what  

assessment  was done.   But  what  we know is  what  I  am sure 
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everybody knows,  everybody sees.   A lo t  o f  convict ions that  

are happening even now for  cases and the team is st i l l  

do ing i ts  work and they are qui te  successfu l .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    We wi l l  deal  wi th  that  par t  when you deal  

wi th  your in te rac t ion wi th the Min ister .   But  one of  the  

th ings that  you ment ioned there  is  that  there are three 

people who had in format ion that  is  re levant  in  respect  of  the  

act iv i t ies of  the PKTT and you say i t  is  yoursel f ,  General  

Khumalo,  and General  Mkhwanazi .   And that  none of  you 

were consul ted by the Min ister  to  receive a br ie f ing  on the 10 

act iv i t ies of  the task team.  Wi thout  necessar i l y  go ing in to  

deta i l ,  because I  know that  we wi l l  deal  wi th  that  i ssue.   But  

perhaps you could just  h ighl ight  very br ie f l y  that  point  wi th  

reference to the ,  wi th  Commissioner 's  Baloyi 's  quest ion  

based on the Min ister 's  le t ter  and what  the Min ister  says.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Okay,  thanks,  Commissioners.   Wi th 

regard to that ,  in  the le t ter  where  the Min ister  says,  af ter  

assessment ,  the team has no –  i s  not  adding value to SAPS 

or  to  the count ry ,  I  cannot  recal l  the exact  word ing.   I  sure  

for  one to come to that  conclusion,  yes,  you must  have done 20 

assessment .   And when you do assessment ,  obviously you 

wi l l  ta lk  to  people that  a re deal ing wi th the mat ter  at  hand.   

In  th is  case,  i t  is  the PKTT.  

 So in  order  for  one to have had br ie f ing of  the PKTT,  

the Min ister  would have def in i te ly  have br ie f ing f rom 
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General  Mkhwanazi ,  or  have br ie f ing  f rom 

Dumisani  Khumalo  or  had br ie f ing f rom mysel f .   To an 

extent  maybe 30%, maybe,  should have had br ie f ing f rom 

Lieutenant  General  Lebeya,  because L ieutenant  General  

Lebeya,  at  some point  he headed the Nat ional  Steer ing  

Commit tee,  but  i t  d id  not  go far ,  he le f t  i t .   So he would not  

know the complete work of  the team.   There is  no way he 

would know i t .  

 So then to come to that  conclusion wi thout  having  

th is  b r ie f ing,  I  wonder who br ie fed h im,  because tha t  is  for  10 

sure I  know.   There is  nobody that  knows the work of  the 

team than those,  unless you go to the jun ior  commanders of  

the team, which  we enqui red,  and that  is  not  the case.   

Thank you.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Okay.   A l l  r ight ,  we wi l l  come back to  

that  issue when  –  l ike  I  ind icated,  we deal  i t  your  statement 

in  re lat ion to the in teract ions that  you had wi th the Min ister  

and when,  in  re lat ion to the  Min ister 's  decis ion of  

31 December,  were those engagements held.   But  i f  I  can 

just  perhaps touch on one aspect  in  re lat ion to the act iv i t ies  20 

of  the PKTT.   And I  am aware tha t  Major  General  Khumalo  

wi l l  deal  wi th  that  aspect ,  among other  th ings,  when he 

goes in to deta i l  regard ing the PKTT's operat ions.  

 But  one of  the aspects that  you ment ioned ear l ie r  is 

the d i f fe rence between get t ing to the h i tmen and get t ing to 
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the mastermind.   And one of  the methods through which the  

PKTT operates is  that  i t  does not  deem i t  suf f ic ient  to  

merely ar rest  the  h i tmen,  and that  there may be instances 

where they do know who the h i tmen are .  

 But  in  o rder  to  resolve the cr imes  –  the cr ime in  i ts  

ent i re ty,  they may decide not  to  arrest  the h i tmen that  are 

known because they want  to  get  to  the b igger f ish,  for  lack  

of  a  bet ter  descr ip t ion.   I f  you cou ld just  perhaps touch on 

i t ,  because ear l ie r  on  you –  as you are  d ist inguish ing the 

d i f ferent  ro le p layers,  one of  the  models upon which the  10 

PKTT operates is  that  one.   I f  I  can just  ask you to very 

br ie f ly  touch on i t .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  thanks,  Commissioners .   Wel l ,  

invest igat ion  –  as the team do invest igat ion,  they apply a 

lo t  o f  s t rategies.   At  some poin t ,  they wi l l  throw thei r  

dockets together  and a l low them to swim and,  so that  they 

can see which  d i rect ion should they go,  wi thout  rushing to  

get  to  arrest  the h i tmen .   Because somet ime i f  they do that ,  

they wi l l  lose the  rest  of  the chain .   So somet ime,  they wi l l  

ident i fy  some spot ters and star t  wi th  them in order  to  get  to  20 

the mastermind or  use  the –  even the h i tmen fo r  in fo rmat ion 

purposes and col lect ion .  

 So,  they were apply ing var ious methodologies which  

are legal ,  and there is  noth ing wrong or  i l legal  in  them, but  

the i r  s t rategies,  ja ,  was that  they would not  just  rush to 
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ar rest  a  speci f i c  person fo r  the sake of  a rrest ing.   They wi l l  

invest igate thei r  cases thoroughly and determine in  the  

whole va lue chain  of  the h i t  o rder ,  the spot te rs,  the one that  

procured the f i rearm,  they wi l l  determine where to star t ,  

which way to move forward or  move backwards,  so they wi l l  

a lways use those st rategies.   That  is  how the team became 

successfu l .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    I  was going to ask you that ,  are those 

considerat ions re levant  in  determin ing the success and the 

statement  that  you make when you say thei r  success rate is  10 

unmatched?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  indeed,  i t  is  –  i t  does a lso  

ind icate thei r  –  ja ,  i t  does ta lk  to  them being successfu l  

because they do untangle somet ime cases that  would have 

been c losed as e i ther  i t  become cold case or  they are not  

resolved.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    I  th ink we can just  leave that  aspect .   

Major  General  Khumalo  wi l l  deal  wi th  i t  …[intervenes] .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Okay.  

ADV MOTAU SC :     As the person wi th the deta i ls .   I f  I  can 20 

then ask you to  turn to  page 90  –  sorry,  page 29,  your  

paragraph 91 of  Masemola  1.   You deal  there wi th the point  

that  the IMC was regular ly  br ie fed on the progress and 

success of  the  PKTT,  and you at tach the d i f ferent  

presentat ions that  were made to the  PKTT on 3 August  2018 
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unt i l  6  September 2023 ,  and those are at tached as 

Annexure SFM6,  i s  that  cor rect?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes,  is  correct ,  Commissioner .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    And that  for  the benef i t  o f  the 

Commission,  i t  is  a t  –  i t  s tar ts  at  pages 191 to  359 of  

Masemola  2.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Mr Motau,  wi l l  you –  wi th  th is  as  wel l  as  

we requested previously,  p lease?  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes.   Wel l ,  yes,  I  wi l l  do that  in  l ine wi th  

the ear l ie r  request  …[intervenes] .  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    When we deal  wi th  some of  the re levant  

aspects in  those presentat ions.   But  perhaps where  I  would  

l ike us to star t  wi th  the contents  of  that  paragraph is  the  

second par t  where you say :  

“As fa r  as I  am aware,  there were no 

fur ther  IMC meet ings af ter  the  

6 t h  o f  September 2023. ”  

Now,  would that  per iod extend unt i l  the Min ister  took a  

decis ion to d isband the task force or  the task team?   In  20 

other  words,  between the per iod  6 September 2023 to  

31 December 2024?  Is  that  per iod covered by the statement  

that  as fa r  as you are  aware,  there were no fur ther  IMC 

meet ings?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  that  is  cor rect ,  Commissioner .   
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Ja,  s ince that  tha t  was the 6 t h  o f  September 2023,  which is  

referred to as SFM7,  is  the last  IMC br ie f ing that  was done.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Okay.   Then,  you cont inue to make the  

point  in  the next  sentence to fur ther  i l lust rate the point  that  

the PKTT was v iewed as ef fect ive.   I  was able to  source the 

media br ie f ing held by former Min ister  of  Pol ice ,  Min ister  

Cele ,  wherein he expressed the IMCs posi t ive v iew of  the  

PKTT and i ts  successes.   And you refer red to  

Annexure SFM7,  and i f  I  can ask you to tu rn to  page 360 of  

Masemola  2.   And i f  I  can ask you to deal  wi th  the f i rs t  s ix  10 

paragraphs on that  page .  

 You wi l l  see i t  is ,  the document  is  headed  speaker  

notes f rom the fo rmer,  f rom the Po l ice  Min ister  at  the t ime.   

Min ister  General  Bheki  Cele  on behal f  o f  the IMC on 

pol i t i ca l  k i l l i ngs in  KwaZulu -Nata l .   And i t  was del ivered on 

the 6 t h  o f  September 2023.   And then just  a f ter :  

“Ladies and gent lemen . ”  

I f  I  can ask you to just  deal  wi th  those paragraphs that  

fo l low.   From:  

“ I  address . ”  20 

Unt i l  just  before :  

“Ladies and gent lemen of  the media. ”  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  thanks,  Commissioner.   Ja,  in  

that  p ress br ie f ing,  which was hosted by the then Min ister ,  

he says:  
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“ I  address th is  media br ie f ing  th is  

morning on behal f  o f  the Inter -

Min ister ia l  Commit tee on pol i t ica l  

k i l l ings,  consist ing of  Min ister  of  State 

Secur i ty ,  Defence,  Just ice  and 

Correct ional  Serv ices,  and mysel f ,  the  

Min ister  of  Pol ice ,  who a lso chai rs  the 

IMC.   The IMC held th is  meet ing on 

Tuesday in  Durban,  where i t  was 

presented wi th a  deta i led br ie f ing on 10 

the work of  the in tegrated 

mul t id isc ip l inary  task  team 

invest igat ing pol i t ica l  k i l l ings  in 

KwaZulu -Nata l  s ince 2018 to date .   In  

i ts  f ive years  of  ex istence,  the 

commit tee has provided the nat ion  wi th 

severa l  updates.   The last  one took 

p lace in  February 2022.   The 

commit tee remains commit ted  to 

encouraging pol i t ica l  to lerance by 20 

ind iv iduals and par t ies,  whether  be fore,  

dur ing,  or  af te r  e lect ions per iod  and 

beyond.   However,  through the 

in tegrated work of  the task team, the 

IMC is  as commit ted to ar rest  those 
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who use v io lence to set t le  pol i t ica l  

scores.   This task team inc ludes the 

SAPS,  NPA supported by State  

Secur i ty  Agency,  and Correct ional  

Serv ices.   The Premier  and MEC for  

Communi ty Safety in  l ia ison of  

KwaZulu -Nata l .   I t  is  on th is  score  that  

the IMC wishes to categor ica l ly  put  i t  

on record that  the  in i t ia l  mandate g iven 

to the Commit tee by His Excel lency ,  10 

President  Cyr i l  Ramaphosa in  2018,  

not  to  a l low KZN to be a k i l l i ng f ie ld  is  

s t i l l  on course. ”  

ADV MOTAU SC :    And then i f  I  can ask you to  p lease turn  

to  page 362 under the heading ,  regional  s tabi l i t y .   And i f  I  

can ask you to f i rs t  deal  wi th  the  f i rs t  paragraph,  under that  

heading.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    I t  says:  

“Members of  the media,  wi th  each 

update on the IMC on the work of  the  20 

task team, i t  is  becoming increas ingly  

c lear  that  the team is work ing  wi th 

purpose,  agi l i ty ,  and is  focused on 

producing resul ts .   Pr io r  to  the  

establ ishment  of  the task team,  we 
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know that  cases were not  proper ly  

invest igated,  which of ten led  to 

suspects not  being arrested. ”  

ADV MOTAU SC :    And then i f  I  can ask you to sk ip the  

fo l lowing paragraphs and deal  wi th  the last  one,  just  before :  

“Ladies and gent lemen. ”  

The IMC.   The one …[intervenes] .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Oh.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    That  says:  

“The IMC is encouraged. ”  10 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Oh.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  yes.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja:  

“The IMC is  encouraged that  

in tervent ions are  in  p lace to  deal  wi th  

a l l  forms of  pol i t ica l l y  re lated cr imes 

proact ive ly and react ive ly in  the 

eThekwin i  and in  the Zulu land Dist r ic t .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    And then i f  I  can p lease ask you to turn  

to  page 369,  and deal  wi th  the conclusion.  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Mr Motau,  maybe before you leave 

th is  page,  i t  is  top of  the page 362.   General ,  would that  not  

be considered a  success  what  is  set  out  on top of  page 

362? 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    The one tha t  says :  
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“The task team is conduct ing 

in te l l igence -dr iven operat ion ta rget ing 

possession of  unl i censed f i rearms,  

which has resul ted in  172 cases.   Over 

250 unl icensed f i rearms have been 

taken of f  the st reet  through the Pol ice  

operat ions. ”  

I t  is  regarded as a success,  but  however,  these speci f i c  

cases wi l l  fa l l  e i ther  on tha t  category of  ad hoc  

…[intervenes] .  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Or para l le l .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes,  remember …[ intervenes] .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    But  I  th ink i t  is  more ad hoc .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    When the Chai rperson …[ intervenes] .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    But  i t  is  a  success.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Was asking you,  when you say the  

task team was hugely successfu l ,  what  does success mean?   

And at  that  t ime  you l imi ted i t  on ly to  convict ions.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Okay.  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Now my quest ion is ,  i f  they remove 

250 unl icensed f i rearms f rom the st reets,  which I  assume 

could be used fo r  la ter  k i l l ings,  is  that  not  a success of  the  

task team? 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Wel l ,  i t  is  a  success,  Commissioner.   
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Somet imes one sees th ings as obvious,  so you do not  –  

because to me i t  is  obvious,  so you somet imes not  ment ion 

them.   But  indeed,  that  is  a success.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Thank you.   I f  I  can then ask you to turn  

to  page 369 and to deal  wi th  the conclusion.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :     

“ In  conclusion,  on behal f  o f  the IMC,  I  

wish to d ispel  any not ion that  seeks to  

cast  doubt  in  the work of  the task team 

invest igat ing pol i t ica l  k i l l ings in  KZN.   10 

Today 's br ie f ing has not  only  

demonst rated the  progress in  the work  

that  fa l l s  wi th in the mandate of  the task  

team, i t  has a lso revealed the  

cont inuous ef fo r ts  by  the task team to  

ensure that  f i rearms l inked to cr ime  

s ince and tak ing  of f  the st reets.   The 

work of  the task team has been 

commendable and is  fu l l y  supported by  

the IMC.   The commit tee encourages 20 

enhanced and mainta ined col labora t ion  

between departments of  Pol ice ,  State  

Secur i ty ,  Nat ional  Prosecut ing  

Author i t y ,  Just ice and Correct ional  

Serv ices,  in  order  to  stabi l i se pol i t ica l  
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v io lence in  the province and beyond.   

The work of  the task team extends 

beyond the KZN borders.   I ts  work  has 

a lso been exemplary in  the 

invest igat ion and u l t imate breakthrough 

of  the murder cases in  the Fort  Hare  

Univers i t y  in  the Eastern Cape,  where  

e ight  people have been ar rested and 

brought  before the Courts.   The task  

team is a lso assist ing in  invest iga t ing  10 

in  the L impopo and Mpumalanga 

Province.   Last ly ,  as we edge c loser  to  

the Nat ional  General  E lect ions next  

year ,  the ef for ts  are being sol id i f ied to  

boost  the work o f  the IMC as wel l  as  

invest igat ions.   In  enhancing the work  

of  the task team, the IMC has resolved 

that  there wi l l  be dedicated Cour ts to  

speedi ly  prosecute these mat ters.   The 

IMC again ca l l s  for  pol i t ica l  par t ies to  20 

st rengthen in ternal  mechanism to 

d i f fuse in ter  and or  in t ra tensions and 

instabi l i t y  that  may escalate and lead 

to pol i t ica l  a t tacks and k i l l ings.   I  thank 

you. ”  
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ADV MOTAU SC :    And i f  I  can jus t  ask you to turn back to  

your statement  and p lease deal  wi th  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Before moving on .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    This is  the Min ister  Cele  says th is  a year,  

three months before the d isbandment  inst ruct ion.   So for  the  

p icture to  be complete,  you would have to touch on whether  

anyth ing that  tended to det ract  f rom what  the Min ister  says 

here had happened dur ing that  per iod,  one year,  th ree 

months.   Had anyth ing happened that  det racted f rom the 10 

posi t i ve remarks by Min ister  Cele?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    No,  Commissioner,  there was 

noth ing that  –  negat ive  that  we could have said happened 

wi th the task team that  might  have changed opin ions.   The 

task team kept  on  doing good work a l l  the way.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  maybe just  to  complete that ,  d id  the 

IMC between the per iod af te r  the former Min ister  made that  

s tatement  and before the d isbandment  ever  express any 

d issat is fact ion about  the work of  the PKTT and not  20 

achieving i ts  mandate?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    No,  I  must  a lso say that  normal ly  

IMCs l i fespan is  the administ rat ion of  the speci f i c  

Government  in  p lace.   So there  was not  IMC appointed,  but  

there were Min isters in  those departments.   But  f rom ei ther  
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o f  those Min isters  and on my own Min ister ,  there was never 

any expression of  d issat is fact ion about  the work of  the task  

team.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Dissat is fact ion you mean?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  the …[in tervenes] .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    There  was never an  expression of  any 

d issat is fact ion?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    There was never expression of  any 

d issat is fact ion f rom any Min ister ,  inc luding Min ister  of  

Pol ice .  10 

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  no,  no,  we wi l l  deal  wi th  that  

because you then say when you deal  wi th  that  le t ter ,  you 

say i t  came as a shock and a surpr ise,  but  le t  us deal  wi th  i t  

when we get  to  that  point .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Mr Motau,  before you proceed.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes.   Yes,  Commissioner Baloyi .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    In  th is  media statement ,  General ,  in  that  

last  page 370,  there is  now a reference to the task team 

assist ing in  L impopo and Mpumalanga Provinces.   You have 

not  sa id anyth ing  about  i t  in  your  statement  and ne i ther  d id  20 

General  Mkhwanazi  speak to L impopo and Mpumalanga.   Do 

you care to share  any more deta i l?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  we d id wanted to expand to  

those two provinces and we d id have a meet ing once wi th  

the Min isters and the Of f ic ia ls  of  the Nat ional  Steer ing  
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Commit tee at  some point  in  L impopo,  more speci f i ca l l y  at  

Mogalakwena to go and assess the k i l l i ngs.   They were 

most ly  in  Mogalakwena and Vhembe,  which is  Twendo[?] .   

And in  that  assessment ,  we found that  the Provincia l  Team 

is on course,  they do not  need any assistance .  

 And so there was no fu r ther  necessi ty  to  go over  to  

go and assist  in  that  speci f ic  p rovince.   In  Mpumalanga,  

there were cases  –  there were cold  cases that  we needed to  

re look at  and that  has never happened.   We never extended 

to get  to  Mpumalanga.   I t  was something that  wi l l  s t i l l  be 10 

done.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner  Balo y i .   

General ,  i f  I  can ask you to tu rn back to your statement  and 

deal  wi th  paragraph 92.   You say the narrat ive that  the 

PKTT was not  ef fect ive is  complete ly fa lse.   Can I  ask you 

to deal  wi th  that?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Thanks,  Commissioners.   Ja,  on 

paragraph 92,  I  am saying that :  

“The narrat ive that  the PKTT was not  

ef fect ive is  complete ly fa lse.   I f  a t  any 20 

point  I  was conv inced that  the PKTT 

was no longer e f fect ive,  I  would  not  

have approved i ts  extensions and 

budgets,  which had to be considered 

twice a year.   Hence my astonishment  
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when I  learned that  the Min ister  had 

issued a d i rect ive to  me to implement  

h is  decis ions to d isband the PKTT.   I  

am convinced that  i f  the Min ister  had 

made h imsel f  ava i lab le fo r  b r ie f ing  and 

engaged me wi th an open mind pr ior  to  

issuing the d isbandment  d i rect ive,  he  

would not  have d isbanded the PKTT. ”  

But  I  must  a lso  say that ,  o f  course,  on the renewal  

author i t ies,  f inancia l  author i t ies,  now and then you wi l l  f ind  10 

maybe especia l l y  the CFO, quest ion ing the long l i fespan of  

the team.   I  mean,  a CFO, you have got  a r ight  to  quest ion  

those.   CFO normal ly  do not  know what  is  happening in  the  

f ie ld ,  what  we are deal ing wi th.   So,  we do accept  that  now 

and then CFO wi l l  query.  

 That  wi l l  –  a t  some point  she wi l l  say,  but  why do not  

you make a uni t?   The reason why you do not  make a uni t ,  

once you make a  uni t ,  then i t  i s  a  uni t  o f  KwaZulu -Nata l .   

Then you are back to square one,  unfor tunate ly.   So 

whereas here you have members of  the team, they are not  20 

permanent ly  there.   They stay there for  two,  three months ,  

they go home in the i r  var ious provinces fo r  a month or  two.    

Then they come back as and when thei r  case are coming to 

Court  or  to  beef  up the team.  So that  model  worked for  us  

the best  because they do not  belong to the province.   They 
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do not  get  involved in  local  po l i t ics whatsoever.   So,  thanks.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Thank you.   I f  we can then go to the next  

top ic that  you deal  wi th  in  your  sta tement ,  which is  Gauteng 

Counter  In te l l igence Operat ion,  commencing f rom paragraph 

93.   And i t  goes a l l  the way unt i l  paragraph 100.   I f  I  can 

ask you,  in  the paragraph 93,  you refer  to  the fata l  shoot ing  

of  an employee o f  an ent i ty  ca l led  Q-Tech in  Vereenig ing.   

I f  I  can just  ask you to star t  there  and te l l  the Commission 

about  the events of  17 Apr i l  2024.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  Commissioners :  10 

“On the 17 t h  o f  Apr i l  2024,  Armand 

Swart ,  an employee of  an ent i t y  ca l led 

Q-Tech in  Vereen ig ing was fata l ly  shot  

whi le  seated in  h is  car  outs ide h is  

workplace.   The employer ,  which is  Q-

Tech,  had repor tedly ident i f ied pr ice 

in f la t ion in  a Transnet  cont ract ,  which  

subsequent ly  exposed a complex web 

involv ing organised cr ime,  Pol ice  

corrupt ion,  and s igni f i cant  personal  20 

r isk for  those conduct ing  the  

invest igat ion.   The Organised Cr ime 

Uni t  in  Gauteng,  under the leadership 

of  Deputy Prov incia l  Commissioner  

Mbuso Khumalo,  assumed the 
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responsib i l i t y  fo r  invest igat ing  Mr 

Swarts 's  murder.   This case became 

integrated in to the broader Gauteng 

Cr ime Inte l l igence Operat ion.   Three 

suspects were  apprehended in  

connect ion wi th th is  murder.   F i rs t  one 

being Michael  Pule Tau,  a Pol ice  

of f icer ,  Musa  Kekana,  and T iego 

Floyed Danny Mabusela .   The charges 

inc luded murder,  conspi racy,  at tempted 10 

murder,  possession of  suspected s to len 

property,  and possession of  unl i censed 

f i rearm and ammuni t ion.   Forensic  

examinat ion l inked the recovered 

f i rearms to severa l  o ther  v io lent  

cr imes,  thereby consol idat ing the cases 

against  the accused and reveal ing a  

larger  syndicate  a l legedly of fe r ing 

near ly  a mi l l ion rand for  assassina t ion.   

A l though bai l  was successfu l ly  opposed 20 

in i t ia l l y ,  the accused Michael  Pule  Tau  

was la ter  re leased on bai l  on account  

of  heal th  grounds.   This development  

ra ised considerab le concern among the 

invest igators and prosecutors due to 
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increasing threats,  inc luding  both  

verbal  and physica l  in t imidat ion,  such 

as being fo l lowed and threatened wi th 

harm.   Consequent ly ,  on  the  

5 t h  o f  August  2024,  the SPP formal ly  

communicated the threats to  senior  

Pol ice  of f ic ia ls ,  inc luding mysel f .   In  

the correspondence,  the  SPP 

requested urgent  protect ion measures 

for  the invest igators.   The le t ter  o f  the 10 

SPP …[intervenes] . ”  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Ja,  and those measures are set  out  in  

that  le t te r .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    In  that  le t ter .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Which is  at  371 to 372 ,  …[ indist inct ] .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Thanks,  Commissioners.   Paragraph 

98:  

“ In accordance wi th SAPS procedure,  

Major  General  Mbuso Khumalo  

conducted a threat  and r isk analys is  20 

supported by  Major  General  

Lekalakala ,  who is  Gauteng Head of  

In te l l igence,  and together  wi th Colonel  

Ntu l i ,  who completed the assessment ,  

concluding that  the r i sk level  was h igh  
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and recommended a 24 -hour 

protect ion.   Subsequent ly ,  the mat ter  

was escalated to Nat ional  Of f i ce and a  

para l le l  counter - in te l l igence case was 

in i t ia ted a long the pr imary  

invest igat ion.   L ieutenant  General  

Dumisani  Khumalo ,  the Div is ional  

Commissioner,  was brought  in to  the  

p icture and g iven the apparent  

associat ion of  SAPS of f ic ia ls  of  var ious 10 

ranks wi th  ind iv iduals  under 

invest igat ion.   The threats d i rected 

towards invest igators,  a l legat ions of  

br ibery involv ing magist rates l inked to  

the car te l ,  concern over  Pol ice  

in f i l t ra t ion,  and the reduct ion  of  the  

invest igat ion team f rom f ive to  two 

members,  par t icu la r ly  due to  the  

threats.   I t  was deemed necessary fo r  

L ieutenant  General  Dumisani  Khumalo  20 

to urgent ly  request  external  assistance.   

The request  was d i rected to L ieutenant  

General  Mkhwanazi ,  who then 

seconded 10 members of  the PKTT. ”  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Except  for  th is ,  can I  just  ask you  –  sor ry 
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can I  just  s top you there?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Okay.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Sorry,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Mr Motau.   Can you just  

expla in,  you  wi l l  forg ive me i f  i t  has been expla ined,  but  can 

you just  expla in the reduct ion of  the invest igat ion team f rom 

f ive to  two?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Commissioner,  what  i t  means is  that  

the invest igat ion of  the murder of  A rmand Swart ,  a t  some 

point  there were f ive invest igators.   Because of  the threats  10 

that  were d i rected to th is  team, some of  the members le f t  

the team, and there were only two le f t  to  carry on  wi th the  

invest igat ion.   Somet imes you would want  to  force members 

to cont inue doing a cer ta in work,  but  at  some poin t  when 

you real ise that  i t  might  not  assist ,  you must  –  you requi re  a 

cer ta in braveness to do cer ta in th ings,  then they had to  

reduce f rom f ive to  two.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Mr Motau.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Thanks.   Thanks,  Chai r .   And tha t  led to  

the request  fo r  capaci ta t ing that  team wi th the secondment  20 

of  the 10 members?  That  i s  the point  you make in  the last  

sentence of  that  paragraph.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner .   And 

i t  was brought  to  my at tent ion,  and I  approve of  i t .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  but  there is  something I  needed to 
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get  you to c lar i f y  in  paragraph 99.   When you ta lk  about  

a l legat ions of  br ibery involv ing magist rates,  and perhaps le t  

me just  s top there and deal  wi th  that  one.   As I  understand,  

these are only a l legat ions at  th is  stage,  but  those are st i l l  

be ing invest igated and looked in to.   Is  that  cor rect?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  i t  i s  a l legat ions that  were made 

speci f ica l l y  in  th is  case,  where I  am aware that  the two 

invest igators,  a t  some point  they were to ld by one of  the  

seniors that  there is  th ree envelopes ready,  and that  one 

envelope is  for  the two of  them.   The other  envelope is  fo r  10 

the Prosecutor ,  and the th i rd envelope is  for  the Magist rate.   

So that  is ,  o f  course,  a l legat ion.   From my s ide,  i t  is  a 

hearsay,  but  I  am sure General  Khumalo  could ta lk  more on 

that .   But  i t  is  s t i l l  under invest igat ion.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  I  th ink a t  the point ,  perhaps the  

focus,  is  that  those are not  concrete f ind ings as  yet ,  but  

they are a l legat ions that  are being  looked in to.   I  th ink that  

that  is  more the point  that  I  was t ry ing to establ ish there  

wi th regards to those a l legat ions.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner .  20 

ADV MOTAU SC :    Okay and equal ly  wi th  regards to the  

l inks to  car te l  members and the concerns over  Pol ice  

in f i l t ra t ion,  that  equal ly  has that  s tatus,  that  i t  is  a l legat ions 

that  a re being looked in to at  th is  stage.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes,  i t  is  a l legat ions,  yes,  that  i s  
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under invest igat ion,  and i t  might  not  be a good th ing to  

expunge i t  more than that .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Okay.   A l l  r igh t ,  and then in  paragraph 

100,  you conclude by ind icat ing that  those members that  

were seconded to the Gauteng team were then in tegrated 

in to that  Gauteng Invest igat ion Team, but  the dockets were  

never t ransfer red to the PKTT.   I f  I  can just  ask  you to  

expla in that ,  the in tegrat ion of  the members in to the  

Gauteng Invest igat ion Team wi thout  the PKTT dock ets being  

t ransfer red? 10 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  what  we mean by that  is  that  the  

members that  came f rom KwaZulu -Nata l  came to assist  the  

two col leagues in  Gauteng,  but  what  they were invest igat ing  

was never taken to KwaZulu -Nata l  to  form part  o f  the  

Pol i t ica l  K i l l ings  Task Team .  Those dockets remain  in  

Gauteng under ,  o f  course,  th is  team.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    A f ter  the lunch adjournment ,  subject  to  

the Commissioners agreeing that  i t  is  a  convenient  t ime to  

take lunch,  you are going to be deal ing wi th the arrests of  

Mr Molefe and Mr  Mat la la.  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us indeed take the lunch adjournment  

now and resume at  two o 'c lock.   Thank you.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

EXAMINATION BY ADV MOTAU SC (CONTINUES) :    Thank 
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you,  Chai r  and Commissioners.   General ,  just  before the  

lunch adjournment  we were deal ing  wi th the two paragraphs 

above the next  top ic that  we are going to deal  wi th  and I  

asked you in  re lat ion to the issues that  you deal  wi th  in  

paragraph 99.   Just  for  completeness,  do you know i f  cases 

were opened in  re lat ion to those a l legat ions that  you refer  

to  in  paragraph 99?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    No,  I  do not  know.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    You do not  know? 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    No.    10 

ADV MOTAU SC :    A l l  r ight ,  that  i s  f ine.   I t  wi l l  be deal t  wi th  

by wi tnesses that  are to  come.   Then the next  top ic that  you 

deal  wi th  is  the arrest  of  Mr Molefe and Mr Mat la la  and you 

star t  in  paragraph 101 wi th reference to the ro le that  the 

Gauteng team played,  assisted by those PKTT members 

who had been seconded to th is  team.  Can I  just  ask you to  

take i t  f rom there?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Thanks very much,  Commissioners.   

The Gauteng team,  assisted by the seconded team f rom 

KZN,  conducted two s imul taneous operat ions on the  6 t h  o f  20 

December 2026.   The ar rest  of  Mr  Molefe and the 

quest ion ing of  Mr Mat la la  around the k idnapping of  a  one Mr  

Jerry Boshoga happened.   The operat ion conducted at  

Mat la la 's  house or ig inated f rom a referra l  f rom my o f f ice,  in  

par t icu lar ,  a  concerned par ty requested a meet ing wi th me 
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and upon meet ing ,  the person ind icated that  General  S ib iya,  

he impl icated General  S ib iya and ind icated that  he is  known 

to be c lose f r iends wi th Mr Mat la la .   I t  was expressed that  

Mat la la  was involved in  var ious cr imes and suspected to be 

involved wi th the k idnapping of  Mr Jerry Boshoga.  

 Given th is  background,  I  requested,  because the 

person was not  t rust ing anyone,  especia l l y  in  Gauteng in  

the invest igat ion of  th is  c r ime,  I  requested Lt -Gen Dumisani  

Khumalo  to conduct  the invest igat ion in to th is  k idnapping.   

Through invest iga t ions,  i t  was establ ished  …[intervenes] .  10 

ADV MOTAU SC :    Sorry,  can I  just  ask you to just  c lar i f y  

there,  wi thout  necessar i l y  g iv ing the deta i l s ,  are you saying 

that  the concerned par ty who came to see you impl icated 

General  S ib iya in  the k idnapping that  you refer  to  in  that  

paragraph,  or  i s  i t  in  re lat ion to something e lse?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    No,  no,  no ,  he d id not  impl icate h im 

in  the k idnapping,  he impl icated Mr Mat la la  in  the 

k idnapping,  but  he fur ther  sa id tha t  Mr Mat la la  is  very c lose 

to General  S ib iya  and the concern of  coming to me was that  

there is  no way that  General  S ib iya can oversee th is  20 

invest igat ion or  decide  who must  invest igate th is  case.   

That  is  the reason for  coming to me.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    So that  in fo rmat ion that  is  being 

conveyed to you,  does that ,  o r  is  that  tantamount  to 

impl icat ing  General  S ib iya there,  as  you say in  paragraph 
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102?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  i s  correct ,  yes.   That  is  what  I  

am saying,  that  yes,  the person said General  S ib iya is  c lose 

to th is  Mr Mat la la ,  who is  impl icated or  suspected to be 

impl icated in  the k idnapping.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    A l l  r ight .   I  th ink  you deal  wi th  th is  issue 

la ter  when you deal  wi th  the in ternal  invest igat ion that  was 

conducted,  and we wi l l  get  to  that .   Then you proceed,  you 

say g iven th is  background you requested  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am sorry .   This may have been c lar i f ied,  10 

I  am not  sure.   Is  the a l legat ion that  General  S ib iya was 

impl icated because he  is  f r iends wi th Mr Mat la la  or  i s  the 

suggest ion that  he was impl icated,  whatever  the bas is might  

be,  but  that  he happens to be f r iends wi th Mr Mat la la?  This  

is  rather  vague.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Maybe,  do I  hear you 

Commissioner?  Maybe you can repeat  i t .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am saying th is  sentence is  rather  

vague.   I  am not  sure what  i t  means.   Is  the suggest ion that  

General  S ib iya was impl icated because he is  f r iends wi th Mr 20 

Mat la la  or  is  the  suggest ion that  he is  impl icated or  was 

impl icated on some basis,  whatever  that  basis might  be,  but  

he a lso happens to be f r iends wi th Mr Mat la la?  So what  

exact ly  does th is  mean?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    What  i t  meant  was that ,  



    22 SEPTEMBER 2025 – DAY 4 
 

Page 114  o f  177  

 

 

Commissioner,  i s  that  he said tha t  Mr Mat la la  i s  possib ly  

impl icated in  the k idnapping of  Mr Jerry Boshoga.   But  then 

the person fu r ther  sa id he is  aware that  between Mr Mat la la  

and General  S ib iya they are very  c lose and there  is  a lo t  

happening around them and there is  no way that  he can 

accept  that  he invest igate th is  case or  oversee th is  case ,  

and fur ther  ment ioned other  areas where he says they are  

too c lose,  they work together ,  they share  a  lo t  o f  

in format ion together ,  so there is  no way that  he can then 

oversee th is  invest igat ion.    10 

ADV MOTAU SC :    I  see you are deal ing wi th i t  in  a very  

const ra ined manner.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Okay.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    No,  no,  you could perhaps expla in  to  the 

Commission i f  there is  a reason why you are not  at  l iber ty  

to  deta i l  o r  d isc lose the extent  of  what  was revealed,  you 

could say that  to  the Commission so that  there is  an  

understanding of  why you are put t ing i t  s imply l ike that  and 

not  going in to deta i l ,  or  unless i f  there is  a deta i l  that  is  

miss ing,  you shou ld provide i t .    20 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Okay,  ja ,  the mat ters around th is ,  

they are st i l l  under invest igat ion,  but  wel l ,  the person d id  

br ing to my at tent ion that  the c loseness of  them to such an 

extent  that  th is  person said Mr Mat la la  is  actual ly  one of  my 

deput ies,  i t  is  just  that  I  am not  aware of ,  in  that  he is  doing  
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the same work wi th General  S ib iya ,  they d i rect  pol i ce to  do  

cer ta in th ings and so on .   So tha t  was the a l legat ion that  

was said.   I  th ink i t  is  safe to  leave i t  there.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    And you are saying because of  the fact  

that  those mat ters are st i l l  under invest igat ion?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Cor rect ,  they are st i l l  under 

invest igat ion,  yes.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    And is  that  the  reason why you are not  

shar ing more  and you just  s imply make that  a l legat ion  in  

terms of  the General  S ib iya having been impl icated?   10 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  I  th ink,  ja ,  i t  i s  safe to  leave i t  

there because i t  is  s t i l l  under invest igat ion,  so i t  might  not  

be a good to g ive everyth ing  whi le  i t  is  s t i l l  under 

invest igat ion.   Thank you.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    A l l  r ight ,  i f  you can then proceed ?  You 

say th rough invest igat ions,  th is  is  the last  sentence in  

paragraph 102.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  the operat ion conducted at  Mr  

Mat la la 's  house,  actual ly  that  is  what  I  just  sa id,  to  say that  

or ig inate f rom a referra l  f rom me,  in  par t i cu lar  a consent  20 

par ty that  requested a meet ing wi th me and upon the  

meet ing the person impl icated Mr Mat la la  and a lso said Mr  

S ib iya is  c loser  to  Mr Mat la la .   I t  was expressed that  Mr  

Mat la la  i s  involved in  var ious cr imes and suspected to be  

involved in  the k idnapping of  Mr Jer ry Boshoga.   Given th is  
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background,  because th is  person d id te l l  me that  I  would 

f ind i t  qu i te  d i f f icu l t  to ,  accord ing to he or  her ,  to  f ind a  

just i f i cat ion to choose a speci f ic  invest igator  in  Gauteng.   

Hence,  then I  approached Lt -Gen Dumisani  Khumalo  to  

conduct  th is  invest igat ion.    

 Through invest iga t ions,  i t  was establ ished indeed that  

Mr Mat la la  i s  a person of  in teres t ,  which resul ted  in  the 

search to h is  p remises on the operat ion of  the  6 t h  o f  

December 2024.   I  am advised that  soon af ter  h is  ar rest ,  Mr 

Molefe  was charged wi th murder and conspi racy to commit  10 

murder.   On the 14 t h  o f  May 2025,  Mr Mat la la  was ar rested 

on three counts  of  a t tempted murder and consp i racy to 

commit  murder.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  and then you proceed .   You state 

that  these two ind iv iduals have now been formal ly  charged 

wi th ser ious of fences,  for  which harsh sentences are  

imposed by law i f  proven.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes,  these two ind iv iduals have now 

been formal ly  charged wi th very ser ious of fences for  which 

a harsh sentence may be imposed by law i f  proven.   I t  is  my 20 

considered v iew that  the secondment  of  these ind iv iduals  

f rom the task team was a correct  decis ion to do.   That  is  the  

secondment  of  the members f rom KwaZulu -Nata l  PKTT.   I  

am advised that  Dumisani  Khumalo  wi l l  p rovide a deta i led  

account  of  the GCI  Ops and the PKTT's involvement .  
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ADV MOTAU SC :    Mr Khumalo  or  L t -Gen Khumalo  wi l l  g ive  

the deta i l s  regard ing those two takedowns of  the  6 t h  o f  

December and the issues surround ing those act iv i t ies.   And 

as you ind icated,  he wi l l  a lso deal  wi th  the stat is t ics in  

re lat ion to the successes of  the PKTT and deal  wi th  the  

secondment  of  the PKTT members to the Gauteng team.   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    And the operat ions,  correct ,  

Commissioner.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    A l l  r ight .   And then we can go to the next  

top ic.   I  know that  la ter  on you br ing back these events of  10 

the 6 t h  o f  December in  re lat ion to  the events that  re late to  

the d isbandment ,  but  i f  we can jus t  then deal  wi th  the next  

top ic being the d isbandment ,  s tar t ing f rom paragraph 107 ?  

You ta lk  about  the fact  that  the issue re lat ing  to the  

Min ister 's  inst ruct ion to d isband the task team star ted at  a  

t ime when you were on leave in  December to  January.   I f  

you could just  take the Commission  through that ?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Thanks,  Commissioners.   Paragraph 

107 of  my statement ,  my involvement  in  the events unfo lded 

in  December 2024 to ear ly  January 2025,  commenced whi le  20 

I  was on annual  leave f rom the 30 t h  o f  December 2024 to 14 

January 2025.   So on the 28 t h  o f  December 2024,  I  was 

at tending an of f i c ia l  funera l  o f  a  Capta in in  eSikhawin i ,  

Richards Bay,  w i th  the Min ister  of  Pol ice.   We had an 

opportuni ty  to  engage on other  mat ters dur ing that  day.    
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ADV MOTAU SC :    Sorry,  there is  a point  there that  you 

make,  that  annual  leave had been approved by the Min ister .    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes,  the annual  leave was approved 

by the Min ister  h imsel f ,  yes.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    So he was aware that  you were on 

leave?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    He was aware that  I  would  be going 

on leave f rom that  day of  the 28 t h .    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  you met  at  that  funera l  on 28 

December  2024 and you said you had an opportuni ty  to  10 

engage.   Then,  i f  you can proceed to 108.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  despi te  th is ,  a t  no poin t  dur ing 

my in teract ion d id the Min ister  ind icate any in tent ion to 

d isband the PKTT,  le t  a lone immediate ly or  express 

concerns about  i ts  operat ions.   Th is lack of  pr ior  warn ing 

made the subsequent  developments a l l  the more  

unexpected and perp lexing,  as  there had been no 

communicat ion or  ind icat ion suggest ing that  such a  drast ic  

decis ion is  imminent .    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Can I  just  ask you maybe to pause there,  20 

to say up to that  point ,  in  other  words,  f rom the date of  the 

28 t h  o f  December  when you last  saw the Min ister  be fore the 

inst ruct ion was issued,  and going backwards f rom the t ime 

when the Min ister  was appointed in to of f ice,  had the 

Min ister  expressed any d issat is fact ion or  concern about  the  
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PKTT and i ts  act iv i t ies and tha t  i t  was not  per forming 

sat is factor i l y?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    No,  he never expressed any 

d issat is fact ion or  unhappiness.   Hence,  he was not  even yet  

br ie fed about  what  PKTT is  and what  i t  does.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Okay,  I  th ink you deal  wi th  tha t  in  the 

paragraphs that  fo l low.   I f  you can then deal  wi th  109 ? 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    On the 2 n d  o f  January 2025,  I  

received a WhatsApp message f rom Maj -Gen Sebola  

regard ing a le t te r  f rom the Min ister .   Maj -Gen Sebola  is  10 

work ing in  my of f i ce as the execut ive manager.   I t  has come 

–  i t  had not  –  I  had not  seen the le t ter  at  that  s tage.   The 

WhatsApp conta ined the le t te r  f rom the Min ister  addressed 

to me,  dated 31 s t  December 2024.   The le t te r  i s  at tached as 

SFM9.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes.   Can I  ask you to go to Fi le  2,  

Masemola  2,  Annexure SFM9,  which star ts  at  page 373?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    373,  yes,  I  am there.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    I f  you are on 373,  you wi l l  see there the  

subject  is  a le t te r  to  NetCom, and i t  is  an emai l  f rom one 20 

Nkabinde CM, dated 31 s t  December  2024:  

“Good af te rnoon,  Nat ional  

Commissioner  General  Masemola .   

P lease f ind the at tached le t ter  f rom the 

Min ister  for  your  urgent  at tent ion. ”  
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That  is  dated the  31 s t  o f  December,  and you ind ica te that  

you received i t  on the 2 n d  by way of  a WhatsApp.   And you 

ment ioned th is  on paragraph 109 of  your  statement ,  is  that  

correct?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    And before deal ing wi th  the contents of  

the le t te r ,  to  go back to your paragraph 109,  you cont inue,  

you say:  

“ I  d id  not  fu l ly  appreciate  the  

s igni f i cance of  the le t ter  because,  as I  10 

said,  I  was on leave. ”  

And you then dea l  wi th  the three topics that  are addressed 

by that  le t te r .   I f  I  can ask you then to turn to  the  le t ter  at  

374,  you wi l l  see the heading,  the  heading is  Di rec t ives on 

Mat ters Relat ing to Cr ime Inte l l igence,  P orts of  Ent ry and 

Pol i t ica l  K i l l ings Task T eam.  And the f i rs t  i ssue is  f i l l ing of  

posts in  the Inte l l igence Div is ion.   The second is  por ts of  

ent ry,  and i f  you turn over  the page,  the th i rd one is  the 

Pol i t ica l  K i l l ings Task Team.  And i f  I  can ask you to deal  

wi th  that ,  that  i ssue that  the  Min ister  was address ing ?  In  20 

2019,  p lease proceed f rom there.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  the le t ter  reads as fo l lows on 

paragraph 3,  Pol i t ica l  K i l l ings Task Team :  

“ In  2019,  a d i rec t ive was made to  the 

Nat ional  Commissioner of  Pol ice 
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fo l lowing the Moerane Commission 

report ,  even though not  f lowing d i rect ly  

f rom such that  an  Inter -Min ister ia l  task 

force be establ ished.   The key mandate 

was to stop,  invest igate,  resolve  

unresolved murders  of  pol i t ic ians in  the 

count ry,  especia l ly  in  KwaZulu -Nata l .   

My observat ion  in  th is  regard ,  as 

ind icated above,  is  that  fu r ther  

ex istence of  th is  team is no longer 10 

requi red,  nor  is  i t  adding any value to 

pol ic ing in  South  Af r ica.   I  there fore 

d i rect  that  the  Pol i t ica l  K i l l ings  Task 

Team be d isestabl ished immediate ly.   

Fur ther ,  that  a pre l iminary repor t  in 

th is  regard be submit ted to the Min ister  

by the 20 t h  o f  January 2025.   The f ina l  

and c los ing report  must  be submit ted to  

the Min ist ry  Management  Execut ive 

Commit tee meet ing la te January 2025,  20 

the date of  which  wi l l  be communicated 

as soon as possib le. ”  

I t  was s incere ly s igned,  Min ister  of  Pol ice,  Mr ES Mchunu 

MP,  dated 31-12-2024.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Now,  i f  you go back to  the issue that  



    22 SEPTEMBER 2025 – DAY 4 
 

Page 122  o f  177  

 

 

was touched upon ear l ier  by the Commissioners,  the three 

components that  emanate f rom sect ion 207(2) ,  the issue of  

pol i cy d i rect ion  and operat ional  issues.   Now,  wi th  

reference to the inst ruct ion that  the Min ister  i s  g iv ing,  what  

is  your  v iew when the Min ister  says :  

“ I  therefore d i rect  that  the Pol i t ica l  

K i l l ing Task Team be establ ished 

immediate ly. ”    

Does that  const i tu te pol icy or  d i rect ion by the Min ister?  I f  

yes,  why?  I f  not ,  why not?   10 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  my in terpretat ion is  that  i t  is  a  

d i rect ion  –  i t  i s  a  d i rect ive  that  actual ly  deals wi th the work  

of  the Nat ional  Commissioner,  meaning that  I  take i t  as an 

encroachment  in  the operat ional  act iv i t ies of  the  

organisat ion SAPS,  because he is  going as fa r  as even 

saying that  when must  i t  be done,  must  be d isbanded,  

moreover wi thout  knowing,  even not  knowing the reasons 

why.   So yes,  i f  you take i t  in  terms of  the Const i tu t ion,  I  

def in i te ly  regard th is  as an overreach to the funct ions of  the 

Nat ional  Commiss ion er .  20 

ADV MOTAU SC :    So you say as par t  o f  your  response that  

when the Min ister  sa id that  the d isbandment  should happen 

immediate ly,  that  is  a lso deal ing wi th the how part ,  i .e .  the 

implementat ion thereof ?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  cor rect .   But  le t  us say my 
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in terpretat ion as a person maybe was wrong to say maybe 

th is  i s  s t i l l  par t  o f  a  d i rect ion,  then I  wi l l  have a problem 

where he says i t  must  be done immediate ly,  which is  the  

how part .   He could have le f t  that  to  the Nat ional  

Commissioner.   But  now in th is  case,  even where one does 

not  know why,  would you go as  far  as d isbanding a team of  

th is  nature?  Because fo r  me i t  f l ies  in  the face of  sect ion  

205(3)  where i t  says the  pol ice must  –  par t  o f  the funct ion 

is  to  invest igate cr ime.   So i f  you stop the invest igat ion of  

cr ime,  I  do not  know now what  you expect  pol i ce to  do.  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  to  make sure that  I  understand,  you 

emphasise the how.   I  do not  know whether  you are 

suggest ing that  there was not  necessar i l y  a problem wi th 

the d isbandment  inst ruct ion i tse l f ,  or  was there?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Commiss ioner,  there  was a lso a  

concern about  the d isbandment ,  what  in fo rmed the  

d isbandment .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay,  but  would i t ,  a l l  th ings being equal  

and assuming tha t  you had no problem wi th what  in fo rmed 

i t ,  would i t  have been a lawfu l  inst ruct ion?  Disband the  20 

PKT Team, would that  have been a lawfu l  inst ruct ion,  a l l  

th ings being equa l?   

ADV MOTAU SC :    In  other  words,  is  i t  s t i l l  par t  o f  po l i cy  

d i rect ion?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    To say d isband the  –  no,  that  i s  for  
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me,  that  is  an over reach,  that  i s  an operat ional  mat ter .   So 

i t  would not .   Rather ,  i f  ever  there is  any problem,  i t  should 

have been d iscussed.    

CHAIRPERSON :    In  shor t  then,  wi th  or  wi thout  the how,  the 

inst ruct ion was unlawfu l?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes,  my in terpretat ion ,  that  is  

correct ,  ja .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Mr Motau.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Thank you,  thank you,  Chai r .   And then 

in  the statement  you proceed that  the mat ter  could not  wai t  10 

and you are l ink ing th is  to  the point  that  you have made,  o r  

rather ,  the point  that  you have read f rom the Min ister 's  

le t ter  that  says a  report  must  be prepared and submit ted to 

the Min ister  by the 20 t h  o f  January  2025.   And you are due 

to return to  the o f f ice on 14  January,  l ike you say,  and you 

say you had considered that  you would address the issue 

upon your return.   But  then in  paragraph 110,  i f  you can 

p lease commence f rom there,  you say,  however,  i t  seemed 

the mat ter  could not  wai t .   I f  you can take i t  f rom there ? 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja.   Paragraph 110:  20 

“However,  i t  seemed that  the mat ter  

could not  wai t .   I  received a ca l l  f rom 

Lt -Gen Mkhwanazi  the same day,  2 n d  

January 2025.   He to ld me that  he  saw 

in the media a le t ter  f rom the Min ister  
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to  me to d isband the PKTT.   I  in formed 

h im that  I  am on leave unt i l  14  January 

2025,  and had not  had any opportuni ty  

to  consider  the contents of  the le t ter  

f rom the Min ister ,  but  that  I  was aware 

of  i t .   I  made i t  c lear  to  Lt -Gen 

Mkhwanazi  that  I  had noth ing to  do 

wi th the d isbandment ,  and I  in fo rmed 

h im that  the Min ister  never sought  any 

advice before tak ing the decis ion. ”  10 

ADV MOTAU SC :    So when you say any there,  you say my 

advice?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    When I?   

ADV MOTAU SC :    You say –  you said now any,  but  the  

statement  says never sought  my advice?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  what  I  am referr ing to i s  that  the 

Min ister  never sought  an advice  f rom me before he 

embarked on th is  act ion.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  proceed.   L t -Gen Mkhwanazi  a lso 

in formed?   20 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja:  

“Lt -Gen Mkhwanazi  a lso in formed me 

that  he too had not  been engaged in  

the possib le d isso lut ion of  the PKTT. ”  

ADV MOTAU SC :    And then in  the  next  paragraph you dea l  
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wi th  how you c lassi f ied the communicat ion by the Min ister ,  

and what  d id you do as a step fo l lowing that  inst ruct ion that  

had been communicated to you by the Min ister .   I f  you can 

p lease proceed?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Before you do that ,  General ,  do you 

have any knowledge how th is  le t ter  would have ended up in  

the media on the 2 n d  o f  January?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    I  have got  no idea as to how.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    I t  is  not  f rom your of f ice?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    As far  as I  know,  no,  i t  is  not .   I t  is 10 

not  f rom my of f ice .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Thank you.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Given the fact  that  the Min ister  was 

inst ruct ing,  not  so l ic i t ing our  v iews of  the d isbandment  of  

the PKTT,  I  deemed i t  necessary to  speak to the President  

about  the issue.   I  spoke to the  President  on the 1 s t  o f  

February 2025.   Dur ing  th is  meet ing,  I  ment ioned the  

Min ister 's  d i rect ive to  d isband such a  successfu l  team, and 

the President  to ld  me that  he would speak to the Min ister .   20 

Of  course,  I  d id  not  real ly  requi re f rom the President  to  say 

whether  he agreed or  not ,  but  I  d id  te l l  h im that  th is  team 

has been d issolved,  r eason unknown,  and I  sa id i f  ever  i t  

has to be done,  i t  cannot  even be done in  th is  abrupt  

manner,  because I  do not  know what  we are chasing.   And 
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that  is  when he says no,  he wi l l  speak to the Min ister .    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes.   Then 112,  you say at  a  la ter  

s tage?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    A t  a  la ter  s tage,  the President  d id 

in form me that  he d id d iscuss the  issue wi th the Min ister .   

He d id not  in fo rm me on what  deta i l s  they d iscussed.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Did he te l l  you what  outcome they 

reached on the issue?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    No.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    And is  that  where you le f t  i t ,  wi th  the  10 

President?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes,  that  is  where  I  ended.   As I  

sa id,  I  d id  not  expect  the President  to  get  to  an operat ional  

mat te r ,  but  I  d id  te l l  h im that  there  is  th is  i ssue,  and I  sa id 

i f  ever  i t  has to be done,  i t  should  be a process of  winding 

down,  and not  th is  abrupt  manner .   And f rom there,  wel l  

la ter  I  d id ,  that  i s  why la ter  then I  a l ready  –  by that  t ime I  

a l ready submit ted  a report  to  the Min ister ,  the one that  was 

due on the  20 t h ,  where I  descr ibed or  I  was expla in ing to the  

Min ister  that  i f  you d isband th is  team, th is  i s  the best  way 20 

on the how part .   And I  descr ibed that  i t  should be a wind 

down,  i t  should be a phased -out  approach and not  th is  

abrupt .   But  s t i l l ,  as and when we meet ,  I  kept  on asking the  

Min ister ,  but  what  is  the reason fo r  the d isbandment  of  the  

team?  I  never real ly  got  a real  reason as to why.    
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    Adv Motau?   

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes.   Just  going back to the  le t ter ,  

General ,  i t  is  on 375 in  Masemola  2,  paragraph 3,  where the  

Min ister  ta lks about  the Pol i t i ca l  K i l l ings Task Team.   As fa r  

as you know,  was the Min ister  aware,  as at  31 December 

2024,  that  the mandate of  the task team has been extended 

to For t  Hare  and a lso the t radi t ional  leaders '  k i l l ings?  As 

far  as you know,  was the Min ister  aware that  the mandate 

had been extended?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    I  do not  know.   I  would not  know 10 

who would have to ld h im,  but  I  just  do not  know whether  he  

was aware.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    The reason I  am asking you that  is  

because the Min ister  records in  the le t te r  that  the key 

mandate was to stop,  invest igate,  and resolve unresolved 

murders of  pol i t ic ians in  the count ry,  especia l ly  KwaZulu -

Nata l .   But  accord ing to you,  the mandate had been 

extended to deal  wi th  other  i ssues?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes,  the mandate was extended to  

deal  wi th  For t  Hare  and la ter  extended to Gauteng.   But  20 

a lso,  that  founding paragraph that  a d i rect ive was made to  

the Nat ional  Commissioner in  2019 ,  I  do not  know that .   

This team was not  establ ished as a resul t  o f  the Moerane 

Commission.   The report  o f  the Moerane Commission came 

out  somewhere in  2018,  September .   This team was a l ready 



    22 SEPTEMBER 2025 – DAY 4 
 

Page 129  o f  177  

 

 

in  p lace because of  the murder.   So there is  no re la t ionship 

between the Moerane Commission  and the establ ishment  of  

the team, because the team was a l ready there.   I  would not  

know the l inkage,  how i t  came about .    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Thank you.   And you la ter  on  in  your  

statement  deal  wi th  the var ious requests to  br ie f  the 

Min ister  about  the act iv i t ies of  the task team.  A l though 

those requests,  you say you make them af ter  th is  

inst ruct ion had been issued ,  but  leading to those 

in teract ions,  i f  we could star t  a t  113 ? 10 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :     

“ I t  is  important  to  know that  the PKTT 

had proven to be an essent ia l  un i t  in  

managing pol i t i ca l  re lated cases,  

par t icu lar ly  dur ing per iods of  

heightened tension such as e lect ion  

cycles.   The abrupt  d i rect ive  to  

d issolve  the team not  only d is regarded 

ongoing invest igat ion processes,  but  

a lso undermined the col laborat ive  20 

ef for t  that  were  in  p lace to ensure  

just ice and stabi l i ty  in  af fected regions.   

This decis ion,  taken wi thout  pr ior  

consul ta t ion or  warn ing,  c reated 

s igni f i cant  uncer ta inty amongst  key 
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s takeholders l ike your NPA and the  r isk 

d is rupt ing the  momentum of  c rucia l  

invest igat ions. ”  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  i f  I  can ask you to just  perhaps 

expla in that  las t  par t ,  that  last  sentence about  the 

uncerta inty and the d isrupt ive ef fect  that  i t  had on the  

stakeholders and the momentum of  crucia l  invest igat ions.   I f  

you could share wi th the Commiss ion,  what  do you mean by 

that?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  what  refers,  Commissioners ,  i s  10 

that  th is  team had a team of  –  the PKTT had a team of  

prosecutors  that  were assist ing the team, guid ing  them wi th 

the invest igat ion.   So when a l l  o f  a  sudden th is  abrupt  

decis ion to d isband abrupt ly ,  then you leave them 

uncerta in,  not  knowing what  is  happening.   And of  course,  

the work that  they were doing a lso  f rom thei r  s ide,  i t  means 

is  le f t  incomplete because they were not  regarded or  

consul ted when th is  decis ion was taken.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    And the issue regard ing the impact ,  as  

you say,  on the cases that  were ongoing at  that  s tage,  is  20 

not  catered fo r  in  the Min ister 's  d i rect ive as to how they are 

supposed to be deal t  wi th .    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  wel l ,  the  invest igat ions that  were  

st i l l  pending,  le t  us  say par t ia l l y  had bai ls  and cases that  

were before Cour t  and so on.   So that  is  one of  the areas 
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that  were not  taken care of  in  the le t ter .   And as I  sa id,  the  

prosecutors f rom NPA were a lso not  consul ted.   So does i t  

mean they remain in  the province of  KwaZulu -Nata l  or  they 

must  go?  So tha t  ra ises quest ions.   And a lso,  the  impact  

on the cases i t se l f  wi l l  def in i te ly  be problemat ic  because 

IOs were st i l l  go ing to court  and there must  have been 

par t ia l l y  heard  cases and fo l low-up on prosecutor 's  

inst ruct ion by invest igators.   That  s t i l l  has to be done.   So 

those,  i t  means i t  would have a l l  been d isrupted in  the 

main.  10 

ADV MOTAU SC :    A l l  r ight .   I  th ink we wi l l  touch on some 

of  those when you deal  wi th  the report  that  was prepared 

and submit ted to the Min ister  pursuant  to  the  le t ter ,  

ind icat ing that  a  report  needed to be prepared by 20 

January 2025,  wh ich is  the topic that  you deal  wi th  next  at  

114.   I f  you could  proceed f rom there ?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :     

“Since the le t ter  requi red a progress 

report  to  be prepared by 20 January  

2025,  and g iven that  I  was st i l l  on 20 

leave up to 14 January 2025,  I  

inst ructed a br igadier  in  my of f ice to  

forward a l l  those le t te rs f rom the  

Min ister  to  a l l  the deput ies,  inc luding 

General  S ib iya ,  to  inst ruct  them to 
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prepare the necessary reports.   My 

in tent ion was to d iscuss the mat ter  wi th  

the Min ister  to  understand h is reasons 

and at tempt  to  d issuade h im. ”  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Ja,  to  d issuade h im.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :     

“However,  the le t ter  conta ined an 

inst ruct ion to prepare reports that  were 

due by 20 January 2025.   Of  course,  i f  

I  re fused to carry  out  that  inst ruct ion,  I  10 

would have been accused of  

insubord inat ion,  s ince a l l  that  was 

requi red insofar  as the inst ruct ion  was 

concerned was the preparat ion o f  the 

reports,  which I  then a l lowed the 

of f ic ia ls  at  my of f ice to  star t  do ing  

whi le  I  was st i l l  on leave. ”  

ADV MOTAU SC :    And i f  I  can just  ask you to c la r i fy ,  when 

you say the refusal  to  prepare a report  could possib ly  resul t  

in  the Min ister  accusing you of  insubord inat ion,  what  do you 20 

mean by that?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    I  mean that ,  wel l ,  he wanted a 

progress report  by 20 January,  but  he wanted a lso the 

immediate d isbandment ,  which by design,  i t  looks l i ke  i t  was 

designed that  i t  happened whi le  I  was st i l l  on leave.   So,  I  
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sa id to  the of f i c ia ls  that  no,  p repare the reports,  but  no 

d isbandment  because the date for  the f i rs t  report  is  20  

January and I  wi l l  be back by the 14 t h .   So,  a l l  I  am saying  

is  i f  I  d id  not  do anyth ing,  probably the  Min ister  would have 

said,  ja ,  no,  th is  one is  not  tak ing my inst ruct ions.   Hence,  I  

sa id,  no,  prepare  the reports,  I  wi l l  see them when I  come 

back.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    So,  i t  is  prepared,  do not  submit  

because I  wi l l  be back and I  wi l l  deal  wi th  i t  when I  get  

there?   10 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes,  because the due date was the 

20 t h  o f  January.   I  sa id,  no,  no,  no,  p repare the reports,  

when I  come back the 14 t h ,  I  w i l l  deal  wi th  everyth ing 

hencefor th f rom there onwards.    

CHAIRPERSON :    P lease expla in  th is .   The  Min is ter  says 

prepare a pre l iminary report  in  th is  regard and th is  fo l lows 

the sentence tha t  says the PKTT is  being d isestabl ished 

immediate ly.   So,  when he says a pre l iminary report  in  th is  

regard,  what  d id you understand tha t  to  mean?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    My understanding was that  he  20 

wanted a report  probably  on how far  is  the 

d isestabl ishment ,  but  what  I  am saying to the of f i c ia l  is ,  no,  

you do not  d isestabl ish anyth ing,  prepare a report  in  terms 

of  how you th ink th is  establ ishment ,  i f  i t  ever  is  done,  how i t  

should be done.   But  that  the team be d isestabl ished 
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immediate ly,  wel l ,  that  I  d id  not  comply wi th and I  to ld  them 

noth ing should happen.   Maybe that  was the p lan that  had 

happened whi le  I  was on leave,  but  I  sa id to  them noth ing  

happened to the team.   They can s tar t  prepar ing reports on  

the team.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Here is  what  I  am t ry ing to understand.   

You have said now more than once that  any inst ruct ion to 

d isband would be unlawfu l ,  or  once g iven,  i t  was unlawfu l .   

Now,  i t  does not  qui te  make sense to me that  you would  

have feared insubord inat ion i f  asked to make a progress 10 

report ,  that  is  how I  understand you,  on a d isbandment  that  

is  unlawfu l .   Why d id you not  say,  Min ister ,  your  

d isbandment  inst ruct ion is  unlawfu l .   Therefore,  I  cannot  

make a progress report  on something that  i s  unlawfu l .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Wel l ,  that  I  d id  not  say.   I  just  sa id  

to  the team, prepare whatever  report ,  but  compl iance to that  

immediate d isestabl ishment ,  you just  do not  do that  one 

unt i l  I  come back.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Then on paragraph 20 

115 you deal  wi th  the fact  that  you returned to the of f ice.   I f  

you can proceed f rom there ? 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    I  re turned to the of f ice on the 14 t h  o f  

January 2025,  and la te in  the af te rnoon I  had a d iscussion  

wi th Lt -Gen Sib iya.   He presented a p lan or  a le t te r  to  me 
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on how to c lose the PKTT in l ine wi th the d i rect ive  of  the 

Min ister .   I  was,  however,  not  sat is f ied wi th that  proposed 

p lan because i t  conta ined,  most  important ,  conta ined th is  

immediate d isestabl ishment .   I  in formed General  S ib iya that  

i t  would be i r responsib le to  summari ly  d isband the PKTT 

and remove case dockets  f rom them, as i t  wi l l  have a 

det r imenta l  e f fect  on the invest igat ion of  the cases.   I t  wi l l  

cause problems,  compl icat ions in  re lat ion to the prosecut ion 

of  mat ters a l ready in  cour t ,  and i t  wi l l  det r imenta l l y  af fect  

wi tnesses in  wi tness protect ion and fami l ies tha t  were  10 

af fected by these k i l l ings.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    And then you say in  116,  you gave Lt -

Gen Sib iya an ins t ruct ion?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    I  inst ructed General  S ib iya that  the 

PKTT should be w ind down in  a phased approach,  wi thout  

compromis ing the  proper execut ion of  our  pol ice dut ies,  i f  

ever  i t  has to be done ,  and which I  then inst ructed h im to go 

and rework on th is  p lan and I  fur ther  d i rected h im to 

another  Maj -Gen to go and assist  h im in  developing 

something of  a  phased-out  approach.    20 

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes.    

CHAIRPERSON :    General ,  now you are ta lk ing  winding 

down.   You actua l ly  repeat  th is  fu r ther  on,  paragraph 131.   

You say:  

“ Important ly ,  insofar  as the  way 
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forward is  concerned …”  

This is  131:  

“…  we have proposed that  the fo l lowing 

steps be taken to wind down the  

PKTT. ”  

And in  131.2,  you say :  

“The 128 dockets that  were st i l l …”  

No,  no,  no,  I  am looking at  the wrong paragraph.   131.3,  

you say:  

“No new dockets would be taken by or  10 

a l located to the PKTT. ”  

So what  you say in  116 t ies in  wi th what  you say in  131 and 

131.3,but  a l l  that  te l ls  me is  that  you had basica l ly  accepted 

that  the PKTT be d isbanded.   Your d i f fe rence w i th the 

Min ister  and indeed even Lt -Gen Sib iya was whether  th is  

should be immediate,  which is  what  the Min ister  and Lt -Gen 

Sib iya wanted,  or  i t  should be a phased process,  which is  

what  you preferred.   Now,  you have said that  the inst ruct ion 

to d isband was unlawfu l .   Can you expla in why you 

accepted that  there be a d isbandment ,  but  that  i t  be a 20 

phased process?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  thanks,  Commissioner.   Af ter ,  o f  

course,  ta lk ing to  the Min ister ,  looking for  an ear  to  expla in 

th is  mat ter  fur ther ,  to  understand why is  he doing what  he is  

doing,  a t  some point  then I  had no a l te rnat ive le f t  but  to  
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say,  wel l ,  i f  ever  i t  goes  –  has to go to a  way of  

d isbandment .   In  other  words,  I  am giv ing in ,  but  no t  in  h is  

approach,  but  on  my approach to say le t  then the team be 

wind down i f  ever  i t  has to be  d isbanded.   And in  the 

absence of  a hear ing by h im,  because s ince that  t ime we 

never d iscussed i t ,  he agreed that  he wi l l  make t ime that  we 

agree,  we d iscuss th is  mat ter ,  but  that  t ime d id no t  come,  

even though I  know I  met  h im on the 16 t h  o f  January and we 

d iscussed other  mat ters.   When we come to th is  one,  he 

says,  no,  no,  no,  le t  us wai t  fo r  the report  o f  the 20 t h .   So,  10 

that  i s  why I  am saying  –  what  I  am saying is  that  at  th is  

point  in  t ime,  yes,  in  a way I  am g iv ing in to h is  inst ruct ion,  

but  I  say not  our  way,  but  my way.   And that  is  where then 

st i l l  there was no agreement  on tha t .    

CHAIRPERSON :    I  do not  understand that ,  General .   

Remember r ight  at  the beginning I  asked you th is ,  and I  

even said  –  I  was f i rs t  hypothet ica l  as i t  were and then I  

sa id,  I  wi l l  ask you as General  Masemola  a d i rect  quest ion.   

And I  sa id i f  the  Min ister  were to  g ive you an ins t ruct ion 

that  s t rays onto your purv iew of  funct ions,  would you obey 20 

that?  And you said you would  d isobey that .   Do you 

remember g iv ing me that  answer r ight  at  the beginning?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  cor rect ,  Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Now,  why is  i t  that  once conf ronted wi th  

what  you say was an unlawfu l  inst ruct ion  f rom the  Min ister ,  
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you re lented?  Can you expla in  that?  Especia l l y  regard  

being had to what  you say at  paragraph 161 of  your  

af f idavi t .   In  fact ,  paragraphs 161 and 188,  you say  –  I  am 

sorry  –  you say in  paragraph 161:  

“The decis ion to  d isband the PKTT in  

KZN was fundamenta l ly  an operat ional  

mat te r ,  fa l l ing square ly wi th in  the 

purv iew of  the Nat ional  Commissioner,  

who is  responsib le for  the management  

and st rategic deployment  of  po l i c ing  10 

resources. ”  

The ef fect  o f  that  is  that  the inst ruct ion was unlawfu l .   The  

Min ister  was not  legal ly  ent i t led to have g iven that  

inst ruct ion.   Do you agree that  that  is  the ef fect  o f  th is ,  

paragraph 161?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    I  do agree,  Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  le t  me take you to 188.   Then 

you say:  

“ In respect  of  the  Min ister ,  knowing 

what  I  now know,  what  I  consider  to  be  20 

i r ra t ional  and inexpl icable,  and I  

emphasise what  fo l lows,  encroachment  

in to operat iona l  issues is  now 

expla ined…”   

B lah,  b lah,  b lah.   But  what  I  focus on is  you say the  
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Min iste r  was encroaching onto your area of  funct ion .   Now,  

just  te l l  me how,  especia l l y  in  the face of  what  you said at  

the beginning,  wh ich is  that  you would not  obey an unlawfu l  

inst ruct ion f rom the  Min ister .   Now,  you say in  so many 

words that  th is  was unlawfu l .   Unlawfu l ,  why?  Because i t  

s t rayed onto your area of  funct ion.   So why do you now 

suddenly ta lk  the  language of  winding down in  a phased 

manner and no new dockets are to  be g iven to the  PKTT?  

Ef fect ive ly,  you are re lent ing to  an unlawfu l  ins t ruct ion.   

And you have to ld us at  the beginning,  you wi l l  never  do 10 

that .   You wi l l  d isobey an unlawfu l  inst ruct ion.   Can you 

p lease expla in yoursel f?    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Thanks,  Commissioner.   Wel l ,  i f  you 

look back on the le t ter ,  i t  d id  say d isestabl ish  immediate ly.   

I  re fused to do that .   Hence,  I  sa id  to  my team, do not  do i t .   

I  come back,  I  seek audience.   The audience do not  come,  

and eventual ly  when i t  comes,  i t  is  s t i l l  ins is tence on do 

establ ish.   And by that  t ime,  of  course,  I  am not  aware that  

the December operat ion gave ef fect  to  the d isestab l ishment  

of  the team.  But  of  course,  I  am seeking answers,  why is  20 

th is  team being establ ished?  And I  have got  no  other  

assistance where  to go to.   I  have got  th is  team, I  have got  

th is  Min ister ,  and he ins ists on th is  d isestabl ishment .    

CHAIRPERSON :    General ,  i f  i t  is  unlawfu l ,  i t  is  unlawfu l .    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    I  agree,  Commissioner.  
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CHAIRPERSON :    So I  just  do not  get  you.   I  do not  fo l low 

you.   I t  is  unlawfu l ,  i t  is  unlawfu l .   And you to ld us th is  

morning  that  i f  an unlawfu l  inst ruct ion were to i ssue f rom 

the Min ister ,  you would d isobey.   Now here is  one,  i t  is 

unlawfu l  a t  paragraph 161 and paragraph 181,  188 of  your  

af f idavi t  you say the inst ruct ion was unlawfu l .   So why obey 

i t  i f  you to ld us that  you would not  obey an unlawfu l  

inst ruct ion?  I t  is  a  s imple quest ion .   I  do not  qui te  get  your  

answer.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Okay.   No,  I  agree,  Commissioner.   I  10 

do understand what  the  Commissioner i s  saying,  tha t  yes,  I  

sa id I  would not  agree to i t .   But  what  I  am saying is  i f  you 

are s i t t ing in  my posi t ion where I  was and th is  Min ister  is  

ins is tent  wi thout  the h indsight  of  knowing la ter ,  because the  

Commissioner  now is  advantage in  that  you have got  the 

before I  know the December operat ion of  the 6 t h ,  how i t  

impacted on the d isestabl ishment .   And a lso me saying,  no,  

I  do not  –  I  am not  going to comply  wi th th is  inst ruct ion,  

which I  d id  to  an extent  to  make sure  the team is not  

d isestabl ished immediate ly,  that  I  was successfu l .    20 

 And eventual ly  w i thout  any other  help and wi th th is  

Min ister  in  f ront  of  me ins ist ing,  I  had to end up saying,  

wel l ,  i f  we do i t  your  way,  I  do not  accept ,  but  le t  us rather  

do i t  my way.   Probably as we go a long,  I  might  f ind mot ive 

and kept  on saying,  but  Min ister ,  why are you 



    22 SEPTEMBER 2025 – DAY 4 
 

Page 141  o f  177  

 

 

d isestabl ish ing th is  team?  I  kept  asking that  quest ion a l l  

the t ime.   And I  d id  acknowledge ,  Commissioner ,  that  yes,  

in i t ia l l y  I  re fused not  to  comply wi th h is  inst ruct ion,  but  af ter  

having no any other  way and l i fe  goes on,  th is  man is  here 

in  f ront  of  me,  he wants the team disestabl ished,  there is  no 

any other  help,  so what  do I  do?  The only way that  I  d id  

was,  no,  i f  you do that ,  you do i t  my way,  not  your  way  

because …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Maybe then,  I  hope I  wi l l  not  sound as 

being facet ious,  maybe then you should have qual i f ied your  10 

answer of  th is  morning  and say I  would not  obey an 

unlawfu l  inst ruct ion unless the  Min ister  breathes down my 

neck.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Unless?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Unless the  Min ister  breathes down my 

neck.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Okay.   I  hear ,  Commissioner.   The 

posi t ions that  we f ind ourselves as government  of f ic ia ls ,  

wel l ,  I  am sure the Commissioners are prerogat ive  where  

they are s i t t ing.   We go through th ings.    20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    As a fo l low-up to your d iscuss ion wi th 

the Chai r ,  what  is  avai lab le to  you,  whether  f rom your 

employment  terms,  whether  the laws that  govern your 

posi t ion,  and po l ic ies,  what  is  avai lab le to  you as a 

mechanism shou ld you d isagree wi th the  Min is ter ,  for  
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example,  on the decis ions such as th is ?  Is  there anyth ing 

avai lab le st ructura l ly  that  a l lows you to escalate the mat ter ,  

or  to  pursue a par t icu la r  cause to get  resolut ion,  other  than 

t ry ing to meet  wi th the  Min ister?  Is  there st ructura l l y  

anyth ing that  you can do about  i t?    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  wel l ,  the only avenue I  know is  

the President .   Other  than that ,  wel l ,  in  th is  case,  General  

Mkhwanazi  d id report  to  the Port fo l io  Commit tee on pol ice.   

There was no assistance.   So,  I  do not  know.   Bas ica l l y ,  I  

cannot  take my own Min ister  to  cour t .    10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    So,  there is  no any other  avenue.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    You went  to  the President .   You d id  

speak to the  Pres ident  about  i t .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes,  yes,  I  d id  speak to h im.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    And I  cannot  go to court ,  tak ing the 

same Min ister  to  cour t .   No,  there was no such a ru le.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    A l l  r ight .   So,  you say you could not  take 

the Min ister  to  cour t .   We know you to ld us ear l ier  you went  20 

to the President ,  and ear l ie r  on in  your  ev idence you say 

that  the best  that  you thought  you could do at  that  t ime was 

to ins is t  on a phased-out  approach,  and you ind ica ted that  

you were hoping that  in  that  in te rvening per iod you could  

perhaps get  to  answer the quest ion,  why was the  Min ister  
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d isestabl ish ing the task team?  I  th ink i t  is  par t  o f  your  

engagement  and in teract ion wi th the Commissioners.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    But  was i t  an opt ion for  you to say,  I  am 

not  going to do i t  a t  a l l?   You remember what  the Chai r  

asked.   The Cha i r  sa id,  he asked you ear l ie r  on whether  

would you obey an unlawfu l  inst ruct ion by a  Min is ter ,  and 

you said no.   And in  l ight  of  the engagement ,  he says 

perhaps you should have qual i f ied i t  and said unless the  

Min ister  was breath ing down my neck,  then in  tha t  case I  10 

would implement  an unlawfu l  inst ruct ion.   I  th ink  tha t  is  the 

import  o f  what  the Chai r  was put t ing to you ,  that  i t  seems in  

116 when you implement  th is  inst ruct ion by way of  a  

winding down,  i t  seems to be inconsistent  wi th  the  ear l ier  

answer when you said,  but  i f  an inst ruct ion is  unlawfu l  f rom 

a Min ister ,  wi thout  more,  in  other  words,  wi thout  qual i f y ing 

i t ,  you said you would not  implement  i t .   Do you understand 

where the Commissioners are coming f rom?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  no,  I  understand where they are  

coming f rom,  yes.    20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sorry,  Mr Motau,  can I  just?  Just  so 

that  I  am c lear  what  the genera l  i s  saying .   General ,  how I  

understand you,  you are saying you d id not  g ive ef fect  to  

the inst ruct ion of  immediate d isb andment .   So you d id not  

take any act ion,  a l l  you d id was you star ted prepar ing a  
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report  which would recommend how i t  should be done.   So 

at  no point ,  as you s i t  there,  at  no  point  d id you take steps 

to d isband the team.  Am I  understanding you cor rect ly?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    So what  I  d id  was to propose that  i f  

we d isband,  th is  is  the way,  and can  Min ister  s ign that  of f ,  

the report  o f  the 20 t h  o f  January,  which was submit ted 22 n d  

o f  January.   So that  was not  s igned of f ,  and we were  le f t ,  o f  

course then,  in  a l imbo.    10 

ADV MOTAU SC :    So the h igh water  mark,  as we are s i t t ing 

here today,  fo rget  about  the report .   As we are s i t t ing here 

today,  have you d isbanded the task  team in accordance wi th 

the Min ister 's  inst ruct ions?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    No,  I  have not .   I  have not  sent  out  

a le t te r  to  d isband the task team.  But  however,  I  am aware 

that  p roposals that  a re being made here,  some people end 

up star t ing implement ing them , but  the task team was never 

d isbanded.   That  I  have not  s igned.   I  kept  renewing the 

author i t ies for  i t  to  cont inue work ing.  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    But  you yourse l f  had actual ly  re lented.   

That  was my poin t .   You yoursel f  had actual ly  re lented and 

accepted that  the  PKTT should be d isbanded.   And I  say so 

for  what  you stated in  the two paragraphs I  re ferred to.   I  

th ink i t  was 131 and 131 point  something.   There you 
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basica l ly  accept  that  the PKTT must  go.   You say i t  must  be  

wound down,  bu t  i t  must  be wound down in  a phased 

manner.   So you may not  have got ten to the s tage of  

actual ly  k i l l ing i t ,  but  you had accepted that  i t  must  be  

k i l led ,  but  in  a phased manner.   That  is  where I  am.   And 

you go so far  as to  say that  no  new docke ts must  be g iven 

to i t .   So you have basica l ly  accepted the inst ruct ion ,  but  i t  

is  merely just  a  quest ion o f  how th is  should be 

implemented.   You can only implement  a decis ion  i f  you 

have accepted i t .   So that  i s  where I  am.    10 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    You are  cor rect  Commissioner.   

There,  yes.   In  terms of  those proposals,  that  is  what  I  end 

up proposing to the  Min ister  that  yes,  maybe th is  i s  the way 

to go,  which was st i l l  not  accepted.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    I f  we can then cont inue f rom paragraph 

117?  You deal  wi th  the events  of  15 January 2025  in 

re lat ion to Lt -Gen Sib iya.   I f  you can p lease proceed f rom 

there?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sorry Mr Motau,  before that  I  do 

apologise.   In  that  le t te r  at  page 374 ,  the le t ter  f rom the 20 

Min ister .   You have that  paragraph 1,  which is  about  the  

f i l l ing of  posts in  the Inte l l igence d iv is ion.   Do you have any 

comment  about  that?  Why such an inst ruct ion was g iven  

and whether  that  had any consequence ?  Wel l ,  whether  you 

implemented i t  and what  consequence,  i f  any,  d id that  have 
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on that  d iv is ion?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes,  Commissioner.   The decis ion,  

yes,  was –  we were d i rected not  to  f i l l  work ing  post ,  and 

they were not  f i l led  and they are st i l l  vaca nt  even now.   The 

advert ,  I  th ink i t  went  out  e i ther  last  weekend or  now 

recent ly .   I t  wi l l  go out  i f  i t  i s  not  yet  out .   I  do not  know the 

reason.   But  when I  asked h im,  why are you f reezing th ese 

posts,  he gave me the reasons that  the advert  are too  

gener ic .   They are not  speci f i c  in  that  the advert ,  in  the 

main was that  the advert ,  our  advert  says d ip loma or  10 

degree.    

 And accord ing to h im,  we cannot  lump those two 

together .   But  we d id expla in to  h im why i t  i s  l ike that  to  say 

i t  wi l l  go a l i t t le  b i t  far  in  the past .   The only qual i f icat ion 

that  was there for  the pol ice was a d ip loma  and most 

members wi l l  have that  d ip loma which was of fe red by a  

Technicon cal led Technicon.   I t  was f i rs t  RSA and then SA  

and then la ter  we merged wi th UNISA.   So,  i f  you say 

degree only,  then i t  means you are  excluding major i t y  of  the 

senior  and exper ienced people.   So,  we rather  say d ip loma 20 

degree.   That  was the reason that  we gave h im.   But  

nevertheless,  he has h is understanding on that .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    And before th is  le t te r  and th is  

inst ruct ion on the f i l l ing of  posts,  had there been a  

d iscussion between you and the  Min ister  about  th is  issue of  
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the f i l l ing of  posts?  And is  i t  ord inar i ly  a mat ter  that  the  

Min ister  gets to  make a decis ion about ,  to  g ive ins t ruct ions 

on?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    No,  normal ly  when the posts are  

vacant ,  i t  is  an  administ rat i ve mat ter  that  gets  f i l led  

between mysel f  and e i ther  the d iv is ion,  or  between mysel f  

and the Provincia l  Commissioners.   Actual ly ,  somet imes I  

on ly s ign that  adverts  because the speci f i c  Provincia l  

Commissioner wi l l  l ia ise wi th the d iv is ion human resource 

and they wi l l  adver t ise posts.   That  is  how i t  i s  being 10 

handled.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner Baloy i .   Yes,  

you were about  to  deal  wi th  the  day af te r  your  return and 

your second engagement  wi th Lt -Gen Sib iya on the 15 t h  o f  

January.   Paragraph 117,  p lease proceed.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Thanks,  Commissioners.   Paragraph 

117.   On the 15th of  January 2025,  Lt -Gen Sib iya came to 

my of f ice and found me wi th Maj -Gen Sebola .   He br ie fed  

me on the prepared p lan or  le t te r .   You wi l l  remember,  

recal l  that  the day before I  sa id to  h im that  I  wi l l  not  s ign 20 

h is le t te r  because i t  does not  even take that  winding down 

p lan.   So,  the next  day he came wi th a d i f fe rent  le t ter .   He 

presented the le t ter  to  me,  which he d i rected to Khumalo ,  

which le t te r  he  requested that  I  s ign.  

 I  d id  not  s ign the  le t ter  and I  to ld  h im I  would prefer 
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that  i f  u l t imate ly  the PK TT was to be d isbanded,  which I  

was against ,  I  d id  not  want  i t  to  be abrupt ,  but  ra ther  be  

taken th rough a process of  winding down gradual ly .   I  to ld  

h im to leave the  mat ter  wi th  me.   I  wi l l  cont inue wi th i t  

mysel f  and develop the report  that  the Min ister  requi red.   

L t -Gen Sib iya was wel l  aware  that  as the Nat ional  

Commissioner,  on ly I  had the author i ty  to  s ign of f  the le t ter  

he wanted me to  s ign.   Hence,  he brought  i t  to  me in  two 

days in  succession.   Notwi thstanding  th is ,  he proceeded to  

issue the same let ter  under h is  own name on 17 January  10 

2025 wi thout  even changing the due date,  which was 16 

January 2025.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    I f  I  can ask you to stop there ?  Do you 

have an idea,  o r  d id you have an idea at  that  s tage,  why 

would Lt -Gen Sib iya come to you  and request  you to  s ign a 

le t ter ,  and you refused,  and he u l t imate ly  decided to  issue i t  

in  h is  own name?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    No,  I  do not  know.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Did you know at  that  s tage why he d id  

that?   20 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    No,  I  d id  not  know,  and actual ly  I  

became aware very la te of  that  le t ter  of  h is  that  went  out  on 

17 January.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Do you know when,  more or  less,  you 

became aware of  that  le t te r ,  that  he had sent  i t  o f f  in  h is  



    22 SEPTEMBER 2025 – DAY 4 
 

Page 149  o f  177  

 

 

own name?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    I  cannot  remember whether  i t  must  

be  somewhere  in  February or  March,  but  i t  was at  a  la te r  

s tage.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    And then you cont inue in  the last  

sentence on para 117?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    This le t ter  was issued under 

General  S ib iya 's  name af te r  Lt -Gen Dumisani  Khumalo  and I  

br ie fed the Min ister  on the 16 t h  o f  January  on the  

involvement  of  –  on Lt -Gen Sib iya 's  involvement  and 10 

associat ion wi th cr iminal  syndicates.   I  wi l l  deal  wi th  th is  

mat ter ,  th is  br ie f ing la ter .    

ADV MOTAU SC :    A l l  r ight ,  so i f  we stop there,  on the 

chronology you say you came back to work on the 14 t h ,  he  

came to your of f i ce to  speak to you,  he returned on the 15 t h ,  

and the conclusion of  that  d iscussion that  you had over  the 

two day per iod was that  he should leave the mat ter  wi th  you 

and you wi l l  deal  wi th  i t .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  cor rect ,  that  I  wi l l  do the 

report  mysel f .    20 

ADV MOTAU SC :    And that  you then d id not  s ign of f  on that  

le t ter ,  which is  where you le f t  the mat ter  on the 15 t h .   Then 

on the 16 t h  you br ie fed the  Min ister ,  and we wi l l  deal  wi th  

the deta i ls  of  tha t  meet ing wi th the Min ister  in  more deta i l  

la ter ,  but  you say you br ie fed the  Min ister  on the 16 t h  o f  
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January.   Among other  th ings that  you br ie fed h im on,  was 

on Lt -Gen Sib iya 's  involvement  and associat ion w i th the 

cr iminal  syndicates.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    And that  is  correct ,  Commissioners.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    And then you say that  was on the 16 t h ,  

and on the 17 t h  L t -Gen Sib iya issued th is  le t ter  in  h is  own 

name.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Mr Motau,  do  we have a copy of  that  

le t ter  in  the bundle?   10 

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  yes,  we are  going to get  to  i t  now.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    We are going to  get  to  that?    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  we are going to  get  to  i t .   We wi l l  

come back to the  deta i l s  of  what  is  i t  that  you br ie fed the  

Min ister  on and what  i s  i t  that  you say l inks General  S ib iya,  

or  makes h im involved and associates h im wi th the  cr iminal  

syndicate.   We wi l l  deal  wi th  that  issue.   And in  par t icu lar ,  

the status of  those issues as reported to the Min ister .   What  

exact ly  were they?  Is  i t  a l legat ions?  Is  i t  facts?  But  we 

wi l l  get  to  that  issue in  a short  whi le .   I f  I  can ask you to  20 

turn to  118,  i f  you can proceed f rom there ?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja.   In  l ine wi th my d iscussion wi th 

Lt -Gen Sib iya,  I  a lso had a d iscussion wi th Lt -Gen Dumisani  

Khumalo .   I  to ld  h im to prepare  a pre l iminary report  as 

conta ined in  the Min ister 's  d i rect ive of  31 December 2024 
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and that  we shou ld a im for  20 January 2025 to submit  the 

report .   S ince th is  was a d i rect  inst ruct ion f rom me,  i t  took 

precedence over  S ib iya 's  inst ruct ion.   Dur ing tha t  week,  

a l though I  do not  recal l  the exact  date  …[intervenes] .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Sorry,  perhaps can I  just  ask,  be fore we 

go there,  Commissioner  Baloyi ,  just  to  g ive you the 

reference of  where we are  going wi th that  le t te r ,  i t  is  a t  376.   

Perhaps you want  to  have a look at  i t  ahead of  –  yes ,  le t  us 

proceed.   Because you deal  wi th  i t  in  paragraph 122,  which 

is  where we are going.   Yes,  dur ing  that  week ? 10 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Dur ing that  week,  a l though I  do not  

recal l  the exact  date,  I  contacted the Min ister  v ia  mobi le  to  

request  audience.   I  in formed h im of  the importance of  

provid ing an in i t ia l  br ie f ing regard ing the establ ishment  and 

act iv i t ies of  PKTT.   The Min ister  ind icated h is wi l l ingness to 

schedule t ime fo r  th is  d iscussion.   At  the same t ime,  there 

were adverse media  reports per ta in ing to Cr ime 

Inte l l igence .   The Min ister  subsequent ly  ca l led  me to  

express h is in tent ion to appoint  a  senior  counsel  to  

invest igate var ious issues h ighl ighted in  the media,  20 

inc luding the appointment  of  Br igadier  Lekganyane and 

Br igadier  Mokwele ,  the secur i t y  c learance of  General  

Dumisani  Khumalo ,  and the murder  of  S indiso Magaqa.    

 I  assured h im that  deta i led in format ion on these 

topics was readi ly  avai lab le and re i terated my request  again 
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to  br ie f  h im comprehensive ly on mat ters re lated to Cr ime 

Inte l l igence  and the PKTT.   The Min ister  agreed to a  

br ie f ing on the af ternoon of  the 16 t h  o f  January.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    So i f  I  can just  ask you to pause there ?  

Those issues tha t  the Min ister  had expressed that  he had 

an in tent ion to appoint  a  senior  counsel  to  invest igate,  d id 

those topics or  i ssues form part  o f  the issues that  you had 

been want ing to br ie f  the Min ister  on?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  cor rect .   A l l  those issues,  

inc luding the  –  because he even asked me,  inc lud ing the 10 

murder of  S indiso Magaqa.   And then I  expla ined to h im,  

yes,  inc luding that  case,  because the only t ime you see 

those media ar t i c les is  because of  the work of  the PKTT.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Let  us then proceed ,  121.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    On that  day,  Lt -Gen Dumisani  

Khumalo  and mysel f ,  which is  the  16 t h  o f  January,  br ie fed  

the Min ister  wi th  a thorough update on the aforement ioned 

mat ters,  as wel l  as ongoing Counter  In te l l igence  

invest igat ions,  and reminded the Min ister  that  a br ie f ing on 

the PKTT should  st i l l  be held.   The br ie f ing inc luded an 20 

ident i f ied syndicate wi th s igni f i cant  in f luence and /or  

connect ions,  pol i t ica l l y  and /or  wi th in law enforcement ,  and 

the cr iminal  just ice system.   The report  inc luded the ident i ty  

of  senior  SAPS of f icers who are  associated wi th  cr iminal  

syndicates and /or  who are advancing or  protect ing the  
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in terests of  what  is  ca l led B ig Five wi th in the law 

enforcement  cr iminal  just ice system.    

CHAIRPERSON :    What  is  that?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Commissioner?   

CHAIRPERSON :    What  is  th is  B ig Five?  I t  is  cer ta in ly  not  

the animals.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    No,  no,  no,  i t  i s  not  the  animal ,  

Commissioner.   I t  is  people that  are involved in  c r iminal  

syndicates.   Ja,  they were just  termed by the team to be 

cal led the B ig Five.    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Is  th is  speci f ic  ind iv iduals or  is  i t  a  

gener ic  term?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes,  Commissioner,  there are 

speci f ic  names at tached to those ind iv iduals,  o r  at tached to 

the so-cal led B ig Five.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  thank you.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  can I  ask  th is?  I  understand those 

issues involve issues of  Cr ime In te l l igence ,  and those are  

the aspects that  General  Khumalo  is  going to speak to.   And 

I  am aware,  you might  not  know th is ,  I  am aware that  the 20 

in tent ion is  that  par t  o f  h is  ev idence there is  going to be an 

appl icat ion that  is  going to be made to the Commiss ion that  

i t  be heard in  camera .   That  is  how far  I  am able  to  deal  

wi th  that  issue.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Cor rect .    
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ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I f  an obl igat ion for  in  camera  proceedings 

wi l l  be granted .    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  no,  Chai r ,  there is  a separa te team 

that  is  running that  issue.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes,  yes,  yes.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    And of  course …[ intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  I  thought  I  should just  record the i f .    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  the i f .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    10 

ADV MOTAU SC :    No,  no,  thanks for  that .   Of  course,  that  

appl icat ion has to sat is fy  the cr i ter ia .   And,  General ,  i f  we 

can then cont inue?  You say Lt -Gen Sib iya was inc luded as 

one of  the senior  SAPS of f icers involved wi th cr iminal  

syndicate.   The deta i ls  of  th is  b r ie f ing cannot  be publ ic ly  

d isc losed,  g iven the Cr ime Inte l l igence  impl icat ions.   In  

fact ,  when we br ie fed the Min ister ,  he was g iven a hardcopy 

of  the br ie f ing note,  and af te r  the br ie f ing note,  he had to  

return the copy.   As a resul t ,  the Min ister  saw the names of  

the impl icated persons,  which inc luded Lt -Gen Sib iya,  20 

Kat iso Molefe ,  and Cat  Mat la la.    

 Can I  just  ask,  I  am running ahead of  your  statement  

and I  am moving f rom paragraph 121 to paragraph 179.   

Perhaps star t ing f rom 178 to g ive context .   On 178 you deal  

wi th  the summary of  the report  o f  the invest igat ion in to the  
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a l leged misconduct  of  L t -Gen Sib iya.   I  wi l l  come back to  

the other  deta i l s  at  a  la ter  s tage,  but  there are two th ings 

that  I  would l ike you to deal  wi th  ou t  of  these a l legat ions.   I f  

you tu rn to  page 58 of  your  statement ,  paragraph 179.5,  

there you say there are unsubstant ia l  –  wel l ,  so one of  the 

issues that  you wanted the invest igator  to  look in to ,  or  the 

person that  had been appointed to conduct  th is  

invest igat ion,  was a l leged associat ions.    

 And at  that  s tage,  i t  says there are unsubstant ia ted 

a l legat ions that  Lt -Gen Sib iya  has associat ions wi th  10 

ind iv iduals under  invest igat ion by S APS,  inc luding Mr Vusi  

Mat la la.   These a l legat ions requi re fu r ther  cr iminal  

invest igat ion.   Now,  the quest ion  that  I  am asking you is  

th is .   I f  you look at  th is  paragraph,  i t  says the a l legat ions at  

th is  stage are unsubstant ia ted and they requi re  fur ther  

cr iminal  invest iga t ion.   You see tha t?  179.5.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Cor rect .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    And i f  you look back at  paragraph 121,  i t  

says the  par t  that  I  just  read,  Lt -Gen Sib iya was inc luded as 

one of  the senior  SAPS of f icers involved wi th cr iminal  20 

syndicate.   And can I  ask you to c lar i f y  to  the Commission  

what  is  the status of  these a l legat ions?  Because you see 

on the one hand i t  says unsubstant ia ted,  and in  the  ear l ier  

par t ,  the a l legat ions,  wel l ,  the associat ion is  put  as a  fact .    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Thanks,  Commissioners.    
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ADV MOTAU SC :    So that  when the Commissioners apply  

themselves to th is  issue,  they have got  to  understand what  

your  ev idence is .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja.   Commissioners,  th is  is  a mat ter  

that  is  under invest igat ion.   And one,  of  course,  w i l l  never  

say –  you can never qual i f y  i t .   For  now,  you can say i t  is  

unsubstant ia ted a l legat ions unt i l  i t  is  fu l l y  invest igated and 

proven.   That  is  what  I  would l i ke to  say at  th is  stage.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    So between these two vers ions,  the  

Commissioners should go wi th the one at  179.5?   10 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    The one of  179.5.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    To say that  they are st i l l  cur rent ly  being 

invest igated and they are not  substant ia ted?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Cor rect ,  Commissioners.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Mr Motau,  may I  just  test  th is?   

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    My understand ing of  121,  the par t  that  

you refer red to,  is  what  was conta ined in  the br ie f ing to the 

Min ister .   And then la ter  on,  in  the la ter  paragraph,  i t  is  an  

inst ruct ion to the  person appointed to conduct  an inqui ry.   20 

So i t  is  actual ly ,  i t  is  not  a  case of  choosing,  at  least  for  the  

Commissioners,  to  choose the one or  the other .   But  i t  is 

record ing what  was said to  the Min ister  and then something  

s l ight ly  d i f ferent  to  the invest igator .   Am I . . .    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Perhaps f i rs t ,  the issue wi l l  become 
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c lear  when we get  to  deal  wi th  i t  la ter .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    But  I  understand,  Commissioner.   There 

is  noth ing wrong wi th that  categor isat ion,  that  the one is  a 

factual  recorder  of  what  was presented to the  Min ister  

dur ing the presentat ion in  that  hardcopy and then the other  

one re lates to an invest igat ion that  was conducted in ternal ly  

and the terms of  reference that  were g iven to the 

invest igator .   Yes.   I  th ink we wi l l  not  p i tch i t  h igher than 

that .  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Thanks.   But  the point  then that  you 

make,  return ing to 121,  is  that  the consequence that  you 

refer  to  in  the last  sentence in  paragraph 121,  you say,  

fo l lowing that  presentat ion that  was g iven to the Min ister  in  

that  hardcopy,  he  saw the th ree names of  these impl icated 

persons.   L t -Gen Sib iya,  Mr Kat iso  Molefe ,  and Mr Cat  

Mat la la .   And that  is  …[intervenes] .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  that  i s  cor rect ,  Commissioners.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    That  is  on the 16 t h .   And then your point  20 

that  you were making ear l ier  is  then on the 17 t h  o f  January,  

which is  on paragraph 122,  the le t ter  that  Genera l  S ib iya  

had brought  to  you on the 14 t h  and the 15 t h ,  which  you 

refused to s ign,  he proceeded to issue i t  h imsel f  under h is  

own name.  
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LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    And you state in  that  paragraph that  by 

so doing,  by issuing that  le t te r ,  cont rary to  what  you had 

ind icated to h im,  i t  was in  def iance of  your  inst ruct ion to  

implement  the Min ister 's  d isbandment  inst ruct ion  and to  

prepare a repor t  essent ia l ly  jus t i fy ing the decis ion to  

d isband the PKTT.   So when he d id that ,  you say he 

d isobeyed your inst ruct ion.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    And can I  ask you to turn to  tha t  le t ter?   10 

I t  is  at  page 376 of  Masemola  2.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Are you there,  General?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    I  am there,  thanks.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Thanks,  Commissioner.   Yes,  and I  am 

going to refer  you to some port ions of  th is  le t te r  in  which 

General  S ib iya deals wi th cer ta in  aspects regard ing the  

d isbandment  and I  wi l l  take  you back to  your statement 

where you say you have considered a l l  o f  these aspects  

that  he was suggest ing,  but  even implement ing the  

d isbandment  in  the terms as he had st ipu lated here would  20 

st i l l  have a d is rupt ive ef fect .   And i f  I  can then ask you,  

General ,  to  star t  on  376 ,  paragraph 3?  This i s  a f ter  he 

deals wi th the establ ishment  of  the task team.   The 

Min ister 's  le t te r  o f  the 31 s t  o f  December,  then in  paragraph 

3 he says:  
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“The d i rect ive  requi res immediate  

compl iance wi th appropr ia te measures 

to be undertaken to ensure  the 

ef fect ive d isbandment  of  the NTT PKT 

in accordance wi th current  prescr ip ts in  

th is  regard. ”  

I f  I  can just  perhaps ask you there,  throughout  i t  is  the  

PKTT and now i t  is  the N which represents nat ional .   Is  

there any reason for  that?  That  change?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    There wi l l  not  be any change,  10 

accord ing to me.   I  take i t  that  i t  s t i l l  re fers to  the PKTT and 

i t  is  the same as the NTT PKT.   I t  re fers to  the same team,  

basica l ly .    

ADV MOTAU SC :    And he says there :  

“w i t h  appropr ia te measures to  be  

undertaken to ensure the ef fect ive  

d isbandment  of  the task team in 

accordance wi th the current  p rescr ip ts  

in  th is  regard. ”  

What  a re these prescr ip ts that  he is  refer r ing to that  govern 20 

or  set  out  appropr ia te measures that  need to be undertaken 

to ensure  the ef fect ive d isbandment  of  the task  team?  Do 

you know?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    No,  I  do not  know those measures.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    And he cont inues,  he says :  
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“ these measures must  ensure that  

ongoing invest igat ions are  not  

d is rupted or  compromised. ”  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  wel l ,  I  would not  know what  the 

how part ,  what  does he refer?  I  do not  know.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    You d id not  engage h im on th is?  Did 

you get  a chance to engage h im on th is?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    When he brought  th is  le t te r  to  me,  

the 15 t h ,  when I  look at  i t ,  wel l ,  I  scanned i t .   The only area 

that  I  sa id I  do not  agree wi th,  I  sa id,  I  can see whatever 10 

you do,  but  I  do  not  want  th is  immediate d isbandment  of  

now.   Because you say a l l  th is ,  but  you st i l l  want  immediate 

d isbandment .   And I  to ld  you tha t  i f  ever  we d isband,  we 

should wind the team down.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    And you ind icated,  you concluded by 

saying he must  leave i t  wi th  you,  you wi l l  implement  i t .    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Yes,  no,  I  concluded by saying that  

do not  even wr i te  anyth ing,  the report  to  the  Min ister ,  I  wi l l  

do i t  mysel f .   And once we got  approval  f rom the  Min ister ,  i f  

he agree or  d isagree wi th me,  we wi l l  take i t  f rom there.   20 

And only then we wi l l  s tar t  implement ing.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Did you have an opportuni ty  to  consider  

paragraph 3.7 of  h is  le t ter  dur ing those engagements?  3.7,  

page 378.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    I  am the one ta lk ing 3.7?   
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ADV MOTAU SC :    S takeholder  communicat ion :  

“Al l  in ternal  and external  s takeholders 

must  be not i f ied  in  wr i t ing about  the 

d isbandment  of  the task team, the 

t ransi t ion p lan fo r  ongoing cases,  and 

the future protoco l . ”  

Did you have a chance to consider  that  aspect  of  the le t ter?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    No,  no,  no .   I  d id  not  real l y  consider  

the le t ter .   But  the issue there wou ld be who should do that  

external  s takeholder  engagement  because i f  i t  should be 10 

done,  i t  should be done by h im or  mysel f ,  i f  i t  has to be 

done.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    And paragraph 4 :  

“A  comprehensive c los ing report  must  

be submit ted by 16 January 2025 

conf i rming compl iance wi th  the 

aforement ioned d i rect ive. ”  

And he goes on to ta lk  about  how i t  should be st ructured.   

And you have ind icated th is  le t ter ,  he s igned i t  on the 17 t h .   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  so i t  would not  have –  there is  20 

no report  that  would have been in  by the 16 t h  o f  January.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    And then 4.5,  379 :  

“S takeholder  feedback .   Input  f rom key 

stakeholders in  response to  the 

announced d isbandment  of  the task  
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team, for  example,  comments by  the  

NPA and SSA. ”  

I  take i t  that  you a lso d id not  consider  that  aspect .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    No,  ja .   No,  I  d id  not  consider  that .   

I  just  sa id as long as you ta lk  of  immediate d isbandment ,  

just  leave th is  and  leave i t  for  me to come up wi th a p lan.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    And I  am point ing you to these aspects,  

General ,  just  in  case there is  going to be a narrat ive that  

says,  but  some o f  these th ings tha t  you wanted to be done 

on a gradual  bas is were st i l l  there.   And you say in  your  10 

statement  you considered th is  p lan whe re he was ta lk ing to 

you about  i t  and you st i l l  decided or  concluded that  i t  was 

not  going to ef fec t ive ly address your concerns.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  in  other  words,  I  wanted that  he  

should  come up wi th a p lan,  not  wr i t ing  a le t te r  that  there 

must  be a p lan coming f rom somewhere.   He should come 

wi th h is  winding down p lan that  c lear ly  says what  and how i t  

should happen.   Not  wr i t ing somewhere e lse,  looking for  

somebody to do a  p lan.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    And in  paragraph 126 of  your  statement ,  20 

you deal  –  you cont inue to deal  wi th  par ts of  the contents of  

th is  le t te r .   You see,  you star t  wi th  a reference to the 

contents f rom paragraph 123,  124,  125,  and paragraph 126.   

You see that?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    I  see that ,  Commissioners.    
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ADV MOTAU SC :    And i f  perhaps you can deal  w i th  that  

conclusion in  127?  You say you found something pecul ia r  

wi th  that  inst ruct ion le t ter .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  I  sa id that  I  found i t  pecul iar  that  

the inst ruct ion le t ter  f rom General  S ib iya  requi red the 

c los ing report  to  inc lude the very  same informat ion.   The 

very same informat ion that  the  Min ister  ought  to  have 

considered at  the t ime when he made the decis ion to  

d isband the PTT,  not  af te r  he had taken the decis ion,  such 

as a summary of  the key considerat ion that  resul ted in  the  10 

decis ion to d isband the PKTT.   Because i t  is  not  Khumalo ,  i t  

is  the Min ister .    

ADV MOTAU SC :    So th is  is  in fo rmat ion that  is  sought  af ter  

the fact ,  but  not  pr ior ,  which in format ion would be needed 

for  purposes of  decid ing whether  to  d isband the task team 

or  not?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  so tha t  such in format ion should 

be par t  o f  the assessment  that  was done that  i s  refer red to  

in  the Min ister 's  le t ter  before he come to the conclusion to 

d isband.  20 

ADV MOTAU SC :    And perhaps just  before we proceed on 

128,  i f  I  can just  ask you to t ie  in  a point  that  you make in  

paragraph 126,  the second sentence as previously stated.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    12?  

ADV MOTAU SC :    126,  second sentence as previously  
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s tated.    

CHAIRPERSON :    That  i s  the four th  l ine,  four th l ine o f  126.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja:  

“As previously stated,  the PKTT was 

formed because the exist ing 

invest igat ive uni ts  were i l l -equipped to  

handle the sophist i cated nature of  

pol i t i ca l  k i l l i ngs and organised cr ime.   

In  fact ,  L t -Gen Sib iya ’s  inst ruct ion was 

to abandon an ef fect ive model  and 10 

rever t  to  a model  so unsuccessfu l  that  

the President  had to in tervene to 

establ ish IMC to address th is  k i l l i ng. ”  

ADV MOTAU SC :    So,  in  126 and 127 you ment ion at  least  

two reasons why you had a d i f f icu l ty  wi th  Lt -Gen Sib iya 's  

approach.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Okay.   Then i f  we go to 128.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Mr Motau,  before you go to 128,  which I  

th ink is  a d i f ferent  d iscussion,  so maybe st i l l  on th is  le t ter .   20 

General ,  th is  le t ter  f rom General  S ib iya does g ive  

inst ruct ions for  immediate imp lementat ion,  set t ing up 

temporary t ransi t ion teams.   In  fact ,  he says in  paragraph 3  

the d i rect ive requ i res immediate compl iance ,  in  paragraph 3  

of  that  le t te r .   And then there is  a whole l i s t  o f  e f fect ive 
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measures that  must  be taken,  people must  go  back to the i r  

s tat ions,  equipment  and vehic les are located,  must  be 

redist r ibuted.   So th is  is  a le t ter  that  on receiv ing i t ,  in  my 

understanding,  the recip ient ,  i t  is  d i rected to the Div is ional  

Commissioner  of  Cr ime Inte l l igence.   What  was the 

inst ruct ion af ter  you received the  le t ter  f rom the Min ister  

and you are now back in  your  of f ice and you are in teract ing 

wi th the content  of  the inst ruct ion  f rom the Min ister ,  what  

was your inst ruc t ion to your Div is ional  Commissioners?  

And I  am more in terested speci f ica l l y  the inst ruct ion to  10 

S ib iya,  to  General  S ib iya .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja.   The inst ruct ion to h im was go 

and draw a p lan that  would wind down the team.  Not  go 

g ive inst ruct ions .   Come back to me wi th a p lan that  deta i l  

that  th is  is  a wind down p lan of  the team.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  what  I  wanted f rom him.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    And I  d id  ment ion  that  not  th is  

immediate d isbandment ,  so  you must  stay  away f rom that .   20 

Develop a p lan that  ta lks to  f i rs t ly  the work of  the team up 

to so fa r  and thereaf ter  come up wi th a wind down p lan as  

to how should we wind down the  team in a phased -out  

approach.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   And before that  inst ruct ion to  
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General  S ib iya  and others,  what  was h is involvement  i f  any 

wi th the work of  th is  task team?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    He was never involved.   The l i t t le  I  

remember,  he at tended one br ie f ing in  KZN.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Other  than that ,  he  would  

recommend when f inancia l  author i t ies comes,  he wi l l  

recommend them forward to me.   But  the deta i led work of  

the team as far  as I  know,  no,  he was never involved.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So accord ing  to you,  would he have 10 

been in  a posi t ion to br ie f  the  Min ister  i f  he had br ie fed the  

Min ister  on th is  task team?  Would he have been in  a  proper 

posi t ion to do that ,  g iven what  you know about  h is  

involvement  or  non- involvement  wi th the team?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja.   The way I  know his 

involvement ,  no,  he would not  have been capable,  he would  

not  have been ab le to  br ie f  the  Min ister  on the work of  the  

team, at  a l l ,  no.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Maybe a former  Min ister ,  yes,  could 20 

bet te r  b r ie f  the cur rent  Min ister  much bet te r ,  not  General  

S ib iya .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Mr Motau.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner  Baloy i .   And I  

th ink ear l ie r  on  in  your  statement  you made the  point ,  and 
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we have deal t  wi th  i t ,  that  the three people that  cou ld have 

br ie fed the  Min ister ,  yoursel f ,  General  Mkhwanazi  and 

General  Khumalo ,  were not  requested to provide a br ie f ing,  

and you never provided that  b r ie f ing  pr io r  to  the decis ion of  

immediate d isbandment  being taken.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    A l l  r ight .   And i f  we can then turn to  

page –  sor ry,  paragraph 128,  we are going to deal  there  

wi th the paragraph that  leads us to  the report  o f  20 t h ,  o f  the  

20 t h  o f  January  2025 that  was then prepared and you 10 

submit ted to the  Min ister  on the 22 n d .   I f  I  can just  ask you 

to deal  wi th  that  paragraph?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  on paragraph 28 Lt -Gen 

Dumisani  Khumalo  prepared the report  for  the  Min is ter  and 

submit ted i t  to  me in  order  for  me to present  i t  to  the  

Min ister  on the 20 t h  o f  January 2025.   Of  course,  I  a lso 

worked on the report  mysel f  wi th  the legal  serv ices.   I  was 

in formed by the  Min ister 's  Of f ice that  he  would  on ly be in  

the of f ice on the  22 n d  o f  January  2025.   I  wai ted  for  the  

Min ister  to  return  on the 22 n d  o f  January 2025.   I  submi t ted  20 

the report  to  h im.   The report  is  Annexure SFM11 on the  

SFM2.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  that  is  at  page 381.   I f  I  can ask 

you to tu rn  to  the  page 382,  because on 381 i t  i s  a  cover ing  

le t ter  f rom yoursel f  to  the  Min ister .   Then the report  i tse l f  
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s ta r ts  at  382.   In  paragraph 1 you deal  wi th  the f i l l ing of  

posts,  which was the f i rs t  po int  in  the  Min ister 's  le t te r .   

Those posts wi th in Cr ime Inte l l igence .   Then the  second 

point ,  you deal  wi th  por ts of  ent ry,  and the th i rd  point  in  

paragraph 3 you deal  wi th  the Pol i t ica l  K i l l ings Task Team .   

And i f  I  could just  ask you there under that  paragraph 3  you 

say:  

“The contents of  th is  paragraph have 

been noted.   I t  is fur ther  noted tha t  the 

pre l iminary repor t  has been requested 10 

by  20 January 2025,  and the report  is  

provided as fo l lows. ”  

In  3.1,  you deal  wi th  the background to i ts  establ ishment .   

3 .2,  the threat  assessment  overv iew.   And i f  you proceed in  

3.3,  you deal  wi th  the current  s t rength of  the Nat ional  Task 

Team.  I f  I  can ask you to deal  wi th  that ,  because here you 

are h ighl ight ing the st rengths to the  Min ister .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Okay.   On 3?  

ADV MOTAU SC :    I t  is  on page 385.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  385.  20 

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes.  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    I t  says that  the Nat ional  Task Team  

is a task team consist ing of  102 members f rom di f ferent  

specia l i t ies drawn f rom di f fe rent  provinces wi th in SAPS as 

fo l lows.    
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ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes,  and then there you g ive the  

breakdown of  the expert i se.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Cor rect .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    I  do not  th ink we need to get  in to those 

deta i ls ,  but  p roceed underneath that .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :     

“Further ,  the team has s ince been 

a l located a team of  16 dedicated 

prosecutors  f rom the Organised Cr ime 

Uni t  o f  KwaZulu-Nata l  Nat ional  10 

Prosecut ing Author i t y . ”  

ADV MOTAU SC :    And then in  paragraph 3.4 you deal  wi th  

the progress report  on cases.   And under 3.4 .1 i t  is  

invest igat ion and prosecut ion of  pol i t i ca l  re lated cases in  

KwaZulu -Nata l  and the stat is t ics are provided underneath  

that .   I f  you turn over  the page,  you deal  wi th  the  

invest igat ion and prosecut ion status of  a l located pol i t ica l ly  

re lated cases ,  and you proceed.   I  would l i ke you to deal  

wi th  3.4.3 where you say –  where the report  deals wi th the 

status of  arrested suspects on pol i t ica l ly  re lated  cases.   20 

The numbers are  provided.   You wi l l  see i t  says f rom July  

2018 to  date,  meaning the date on which you are submit t ing 

the report  to  the  Min ister  being the 20 t h .   When i t  was 

prepared,  20 t h ,  submi t ted on the 22 n d .    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  i f  i t  is  submit ted on the  22 n d ,  i t  
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means the repor t  would have been gone up to end of  

February.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    And then the 3.8.8 suspects you dea l  

wi th ,  and you g ive the breakdown there.   But  I  need you to  

deal  wi th  what  you say af te r  g iv ing  the breakdown,  i t  must  

be h ighl ighted.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    P lease,  i f  you could deal  wi th  tha t?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja:  

“ I t  must  be h ighl ighted that  34 SAPS 10 

members were ar rested and charged on 

var ious re lated  charges,  inc luding  

being involved in  the k i l l ings or  

defeat ing the cause of  just ice  on 

pol i t i ca l - re lated cases.   These inc lude 

former Sergeant  Dlamin i ,  whose case 

is  a l l  over  a l l  o f  a  sudden making 

headl ines.   A l l  arrests and factual  

reports were  submit ted to the  

Provincia l  Commissioner of  KwaZulu -20 

Nata l  fo r  departmenta l  p rocesses to be 

in i t ia ted. ”  

ADV MOTAU SC :    This issue of  Sergeant  Dlamin i ,  you deal  

wi th  i t  la te r  in  your  statement .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Okay.  
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ADV MOTAU SC :    And perhaps we wi l l  deal  wi th  i t  there  

when you get  tha t  por t ion. ,  but  i t  is  one of  the mat ters that  

you reported to the Min ister  on.   Then 3.44,  you deal  wi th  

the breakdown of  the ro le of  the 388 suspects that  had been 

ar rested.   And then 3.4.5,  you deal  wi th  para l le l  dockets 

l inked to pol i t ica l - re lated cases.   And i f  I  can just  ask you to  

proceed f rom there to go to 3.5.3 on 389 ?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    On 387?  

ADV MOTAU SC :    389,  paragraph 3.5.3,  invest igat ion of  

Univers i t y  of  For t  Hare cases.    10 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Okay,  thanks Commissioners :  

“During January 2022,  the  V ice 

Chancel lor  of  the Univers i t y  of  For t  

Hare lodged a  compla int  wi th  the  

President  of  the  Republ ic  of  South 

Af r ica regard ing the m urder  of  s taf f  and 

of f ic ia ls  of  the univers i t y  and the  s low 

pace of  the invest igat ion thereof .   The 

Nat ional  Commissioner of  SAPS 

di rected that  the  Nat ional  Task Team 20 

invest igat ing pol i t ica l - re lated cases in  

KwaZulu -Nata l  take over  the 

invest igat ion of  these cases as f rom 

January 2023. ”  

ADV MOTAU SC :    I  th ink i f  you can –  i f  I  may just  ask you 
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to  stop there?  You remember Commissioner Khumalo  asked 

whether  the  Min is ter  having regards to what  he says in  h is 

le t ter  whether  he was aware that  the task team had 

extended i t s  mandate ,  or  i t s  mandate had been extended  

beyond KZN.   Do you recal l  that?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Cor rect .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    And you said a t  that  s tage he would not  

accord ing to you ,  you do not  know and you do not  th ink he 

would have been aware pr ior  to  the d isbandment  le t ter  and 

inst ruct ion that  he had provided.   And at  least  on your  10 

engagement  wi th  the Min ister  you in form him af te r  he has 

taken th is  decis ion in  th is  report ,  which is  af te r  the fact .   Do 

you understand?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    This  in format ion,  at  least  on what  we 

have now,  there  is  noth ing that  shows that  the Min ister  was 

aware of  th is  extension of  th is  scope pr ior  to  h im wr i t ing  

that  le t te r .  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.   Ja,  

yes,  he might  not  have been aware before,  but  af te r .   But  I  20 

a lso need to just  correct ,  I  th ink on paragraph 353.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    353? 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja.   The date there,  January 2022,  

and on the second paragraph,  January 2023.   I  th ink the 

f i rs t  paragraph ,  January 2022,  i s  incor rect .   I t  should be 
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2023 a lso.   The paragraph below 353.    

ADV MOTAU SC :    Yes.   That  should be January 2023?  

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Cor rect .  

ADV MOTAU SC :    Thank you.   And then you a lso deal  wi th  

the compla ints that  were refer red to the  Min ister  against  the  

task team.  I f  you go to 392 ,  paragraph 3.6 ,  you see cases 

h ighl ighted by cr i t ics of  the task team.   The fo l lowing cases 

have been referred to in  le t ters wr i t ten to the  Min ister ,  in  

which accusat ions have been level led against  the task 

team.  And you deal  wi th  those three cases that  have been 10 

ident i f ied ,  or  at  least  which have been brought  to  the  

Min ister 's  at tent ion.   Correct?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV MOTAU SC :    And then in  paragraph 3.7 at  395  you 

a lso br ing to the  Min ister 's  at tent ion the extension  of  the 

Nat ional  Task Team's mandate,  in  paragraph 3.7,  to  deal  

wi th  the House of  Tradi t ional  Leaders.   I f  I  can just  ask you 

to deal  wi th  that?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commiss ioners.   

3 .7 :  20 

“Extension of  the  Nat ional  Task Team 

mandate.   S ince Apr i l  2024,  af ter  

concerns were ra ised by the House of  

Tradi t ional  Leaders and the South 

Af r ican Local  Government  Associat ion 
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to  the Presidency,  a d i rect ive  was 

issued that  the task team's mandate be 

extended to inc lude the invest igat ion  

and prosecut ion of  cases involv ing the  

k i l l ings of  t rad i t ional  leaders  in  

KwaZulu -Nata l ,  wi th  ef fect  f rom Apr i l  

2024.   This resul ted in  an addi t ional  50  

case dockets a l located to the team.  48 

are murder ,  one is  at tempted murder ,  

one is  k idnapped. ”  10 

ADV MOTAU SC :    And then,  i f  I  can just  ask you to sk ip 

the breakdown of  the cases?   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Mr Motau,  maybe to help you,  

because i t  i s  a lmost  four  o 'c lock ,  i f  the General  can just  

conclude by le t t ing us know who issued that  d i rect ive 

referred to them ?   

ADV MOTAU SC :    Do you fo l low that?   

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Okay,  I  fo l low that .   That  d i rect ive 

was issued by mysel f ,  the Nat ional  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So i t  was not  the President?   20 

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    No,  no,  no.   I  had a meet ing wi th the 

Min ister  of  Pol ice and Min ister  o f  CoGTA,  and af ter  that  

meet ing I  sa id to  them th is  is  the  way forward,  how I  am 

going to deal  wi th  the mat ter .   I  am going to g ive the  mat ter  

to  the Pol i t ica l  K i l l ing Task Team.  
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ADV MOTAU SC :    In  fact ,  you d id deal  wi th  i t  in  your  

ev idence ear l ier  when you said you issued an inst ruct ion to 

implement  the extension of  that  scope.   And i f  I  could  

perhaps conclude,  Chai r  and Members of  the Commission,  

wi th  the conclusion on page 406,  paragraph 3.11 ?  You 

ind icated to the Min ister  your  v iew regard ing the 

per fo rmance of  the task team.  I f  I  can just  ask you to just  

deal  wi th  that?  In  other  words,  f rom the words,  the task  

team, unt i l  po l i t ica l ly  mot ivated m urders.    

LT GEN MASEMOLA :    Ja,  the  paragraph 3.11,  in  the  10 

conclusion :  

“The task team has undeniably  

achieved and fa r  exceeded the purpose 

for  which i t  was establ ished.   No other  

task team in South Af r ica has achieved 

these successes,  nor  has been ab le to  

invest igate and ensure successfu l  

prosecut ion of  the perpet rators  of  

po l i t i ca l l y  mot ivated m urders. ”  

ADV MOTAU SC :    I  th ink i f  perhaps we can stop  at  that  20 

point ,  i f  i t  is  convenient ,  and then ,  Chai r  and Members of  

the Commission,  I  wi l l  cont inue  –  I  wi l l  just  deal  wi th  a few 

of  the aspects tha t  are touched on in  that  conclusion.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Mr Motau.   Thank you,  

General .   Let  us adjourn and resume at  hal f  past  n ine  
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tomorrow.   Thank you.  

INQUIRY POSTPONED UNTIL 23 SEPTEMBER 2025  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS  

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  


