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PROCEEDINGS ON 24 OCTOBER 2025   

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning,  Ms Mot lhasedi .    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Good morning,  Commissioners .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Wi l l  your  wi tness be swear ing or  

af f i rming?   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   Wi tness C,  

our  wi tness today,  has conf i rmed that  he wi l l  take the 

af f i rmat ion.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning,  Wi tness C.    

WITNESS C :    Good morning,  Commissioners.   Good 10 

morning.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Do you af f i rm that  the evidence you are 

going to g ive  is  the t ruth,  the who le t ruth,  and noth ing but  

the t ruth?   

WITNESS C :    I  a f f i rm.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    

WITNESS C:   (Duly sworn states)  

EXAMINATION BY ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  

Chai rperson and Commissioners.   I f  I  may star t  o f f  wi th  a 

few housekeeping i tems.   Wi tness C,  just  to  conf i rm that  20 

you can hear me.    

WITNESS C :    Yes,  Commissioners ,  I  can hear you.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   Wi tness C,  

p lease conf i rm that  you are in  possession of  Fi le  1 of  2 ,  

which should conta in your wi tness s tatement .    
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WITNESS C :    Yes,  Commissioners ,  I  am in possession of  

Fi le  1,  which conta ins my statement .    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   P lease a lso 

conf i rm that  you are in  possession of  Fi le  2 of  2 ,  which 

should conta in your annexures.  

WITNESS C :    I  conf i rm that  I  am in possession of  F i le  2 of  

2 .    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   I  therefore 

propose that  the wi tness statement  bundle be refer red to as 

WC1,  and then the annexure bundle,  we can refer  to  that  as  10 

WC2.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Ms Mot lhasedi .   These Ws 

and th ings are  confusing,  and you somet imes wonder 

whether  we do not  have dupl icat ion .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    No …[ intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am not  suggest ing there is ,  no.    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Absolute ly  not ,  Chai rperson.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    And dur ing the course of  Wi tness C 's 

test imony,  I  wi l l  casual ly  refer  to  i t  as the wi tness statement  20 

bundle or  the annexure bundle,  i f  that  i s  less compl icated.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Maybe just  to  point  out  that  in  the  

annexure bundle,  you a l ready have a WC1,  which is  a 
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document  appl ica t ion fo r  advert ised post .   So maybe the 

statement  should  have a d i f fe rent  name  because that  is  a  

WC1,  and then i t  goes a l l  the way to  WC9.   That  is  your  

annexure bundle.    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Okay.    

CHAIRPERSON :    That  i s  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Oh,  just  Wi tness C.    

CHAIRPERSON :    That  i s  exact ly  the point  I  was t ry ing to 

make here.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Which is  Wi tness C?   10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    The statement .    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Chai rperson Baloyi .   

Thank you,  Commissioner Baloyi .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you.   Yes,  Ms 

Mot lhasedi?   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   Wi tness C,  

could I  p lease ask you to turn to  page 40 of  your  wi tness 

statement ,  p lease?  Page 40.   Are you there,  Wi tness C?   

WITNESS C :    Commissioners,  I  am at  page 40 of  the 

…[indist inct ] .    20 

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you.   At  the foot  of  page 40,  

p lease conf i rm that  that  is  your  s ignature  that  appears at  

the bot tom of  the page.    

WITNESS C :    I  conf i rm that  the s ignature on the bot tom of  

the page is  my s ignature.    
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ADV MOTLHASEDI :    And p lease fur ther  conf i rm that  th is  

wi tness statement  was prepared for  purposes of  your  

ev idence before the Commission.  

WITNESS C :    True,  Commissioners,  th is  statement  was 

prepared for  the purpose of  the Commission.    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Wi tness C,  i f  I  can then take you back 

to the beginning o f  your  wi tness sta tement  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Before that ,  un less I  missed i t ,  perhaps,  

why do you not  a lso have the wi tness conf i rm the contents 

of  the statement?   Or d id he?   10 

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Wi tness C,  p lease conf i rm the 

contents of  your  wi tness statement  before the Commission  

and i ts  correctness.  

WITNESS C :    Commissioners,  I  conf i rm that  the contents of  

the statement  and that  the correctness thereof  a re t rue and 

the t rue ref lect ion of  what  I  have deposed to  in  th is  

statement .    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   Wi tness C,  

could we begin at  the beginning of  your  wi tness statement?   

P lease turn to  page 3,  paragraph 1 .    20 

WITNESS C :    I  am there,  Commiss ioners.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you.   Wi tness C,  do you 

conf i rm the contents of  paragraph 1?   

WITNESS C :    I  conf i rm the contents thereof  of  paragraph 1.    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you.   Could I  ask you to read 
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in to the record the second sentence in  paragraph 1?  The 

second sentence in  paragraph 1.    

WITNESS C :     

“ I  am a member o f  the Pol i t i ca l  K i l l ings  

Task Team, PKTT,  and a cer t i f ied 

forensic invest igator  specia l is ing  in 

f raud and corrupt ion invest igat ions. ”  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   The contents 

of  that  paragraph wi l l  become important  as we work through 

your ev idence th is  morning.   P lease then tu rn  to  the 10 

contents of  paragraph 4.   Do you conf i rm the correctness of  

your  background and serv ice h isto ry?   

WITNESS C :    I  conf i rm,  Commissioners.    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you.   Commissioners,  that  

br ings us to paragraph 9 of  the wi tness statement .   I  would 

s imply at  th is  stage ask the Commissioners to  take not ice of  

the contents of  paragraph 9.   They set  out  the f ive  themes 

that  Wi tness C wi l l  address in  the  course of  h is  test imony,  

so we might  just  refer  back to that .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Can I  ask that  paragraph 6,  l ine 2,  be  20 

read in to the record unless you advise that  there is  a  

par t icu lar  reason why i t  should not?  I  th ink i t  may a lso 

become re levant  la te r  on.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    There is  no chal lenge wi th that .   

Thank you,  Commissioner Baloyi .   Wi tness C?   
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CHAIRPERSON :    Commissioner Khumalo .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Commissioner Khumalo .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  have not  marr ied h im.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I t  must  have something to do  wi th the  

Con Court  judgment .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Is  i t?    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    About  the tak ing of …   Thank you.   

Wi tness C,  could you k indly then read the contents of  

paragraph 6 in to the record?   

CHAIRPERSON :    I  jo ined the PKTT where ,  that  par t  o f  the 10 

sentence.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Paragraph 6 ,  beginning I  jo ined the 

PKTT where?   

WITNESS C :     

“ In  2020,  I  jo ined the PKTT where I  

conducted organised invest igat ions in to  

the cont ract  k i l l i ngs of  pol i t ic ians and 

of f ice bearers ,  un ivers i ty  of  

…[indist inct ]  members and severa l  20 

h igh-prof i le  persons in  Gauteng 

Province. ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    I f  I  am not  mistaken,  I  th ink you le f t  out  

cr ime.   Organised cr ime invest igat ions.   Yes,  Ms 

Mot lhasedi?   
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WITNESS C :    Wi tness C,  could I  ask you then to turn the 

page to page 5?  We are now on paragraph 10 of  your  

wi tness statement .    

WITNESS C :    I  am there ,  Commiss ioners.    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   In  paragraph 

10 you referred to the re levant  SAPS dockets that  you wi l l  

re fer  to  in  the course of  your  ev idence.   In  order  to  proper ly  

s i tuate the Commission,  could I  ask that  you state the CAS 

number of  the  respect ive docket  and g ive  a  h igh - level  

summary of  the main dockets h ighl ighted in  bold for  the 10 

Commission?  Could we star t  wi th  paragraph 10.1?   

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   Upon jo in ing the  

operat ions in  Gauteng,  I  was ass igned wi th Erasmia CAS 

104/11/2024,  which th is  case was a k idnapping case of  Ms 

Nqobi le  Dikgale  and her  son who were abducted at  

Copper leaf  in  Centur ion.   Fur thermore,  I  was a lso assigned 

wi th …[indist inct ]  CAS 315/11/2024,  which is  a case 

per ta in ing to the k idnapping of  Mr Jerry Boshoga,  a  

businessman at  Centur ion,  and there had been a ransom 

demand of  25 mi l l ion in  B i tco in.  20 

 A lso,  I  jo ined the team in invest igat ing a case  

which is  Vereenig ing CAS 274 /4/2024,  which is  the  murder 

of  Mr Swart  Armand,  a Q-Tech employee who was 

assassinated in  Vereenig ing.   Fur ther  to  th is ,  I  was a lso 

assigned,  o r  I  jo ined the team in invest igat ing Sandton CAS 
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436/10/2023,  which is ,  th is  is  an  at tempted murder case 

involv ing Ms Tebogo Thobejane ,  Anele  Mal inga,  and 

Khumbulani  Ncube .    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   Wi tness C,  

you can then turn over  the page to page 7.   The page 

begins wi th a heading t i t led,  my ro le in  the PKTT.   Wi th 

reference to paragraph 11 on page 7,  p lease in form the 

Commission when exact ly  you jo ined the PKTT and what  

was your t i t le  wi th in the ent i ty .    

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   On the 5 t h  o f  10 

May 2020,  I  jo ined the PKTT in KZN as an invest iga tor  and I  

worked under the  command of  Lt -Gen Khumalo .   And s ince 

then,  I  was doing pol i t i ca l l y  re lated mat ters or  murders in  

KZN.   And in  2023,  I  was deployed to Eastern Cape to do  

invest igat ions on the murders and fore ign corrupt ion cases 

at  UFH.    

CHAIRPERSON :    UFH in fu l l  be ing?   

WITNESS C :    Univers i ty  of  For t  Hare ,  Commissioners.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Wi tness C,  i f  we can then go to 

paragraph 13,  could you br ie f l y  te l l  the  Commiss ion the 20 

d i f ferent  ent i t ies that  you worked w i th dur ing your work wi th 

the PKTT?   

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   As the PKTT is  

a mul t id isc ip l inary approach of  invest igat ions,  I  worked 

d i rect ly  wi th  the Di rector  of  Publ ic  Prosecut ions in  KZN and 



    24 OCTOBER 2025 – DAY 19 
 

Page 9  o f  104  

 

 

a lso the Department  of  Correct iona l  Serv ices.   Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And what  would be the involvement  of  the 

Department  of  Correct ional  Serv ices?   

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   The involvement  

wi th the Department  of  Cor rect ional  Serv ices ,  i t  is  where we 

deta in or  incarcerate our  suspects and f rom t ime to t ime,  we 

wi l l  be in  communicat ion wi th them.  As needs ar ise,  some 

of  the t imes we wi l l  have to go to conduct  invest igat ions 

wi th in the Department  of  Cor rect ional  Serv ices.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  was asking speci f i ca l l y  because you 10 

refer  that  they would a lso assist  wi th  wi tness protect ion.   

You do conf i rm that?   

WITNESS C :    Yes,  Commissioners.   When we have the 

a l ready-sentenced pr isoners,  they wi l l  fac i l i ta te the 

t ransportat ion and protect ion of  those pr isoners thereof .   

And a lso ,  should  we requi re a pr isoner to  be t ransfer red to 

a speci f i c  p r ison,  then they wi l l  do the fac i l i ta t ion thereof .    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   Wi tness C,  

wi th reference to paragraph 14 and 15,  p lease te l l  the 

Commission where you were based at  the t ime that  you 20 

were invest igat ing the Univers i t y  o f  For t  Hare cases.  

WITNESS C :    Once I  was in  …[ind ist inct ] ,  I  was at  a  TJOC.  

I  am af ra id of  naming the TJOC i tse l f ,  but  then the  TJOC 

that  I  was repor t ing to,  i t  was report ing to the MAJO C,  

which is  the Mission Area Joint  Operat ional  Cent re.  
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And the TJOC is a Technical  Jo int  Operat ional  Cent re.   

Then in  2023,  then I  was deployed to Eastern  Cape, 

whereby I  jo ined the …[indist inct ]  TJOC, which was 

invest igat ing the mat ters of  Univers i ty  of  For t  Hare.   Thank 

you,  Commissioners.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   I f  you can 

then turn the page over  to  page 8 ?  We have a head ing just  

a t  the top  of  the page t i t led my deployment  to  Gauteng  

Encounter  In te l l igence Operat ions.   Wi tness C,  wi th 

reference to paragraph 16,  p lease conf i rm your deployment  10 

to GCI  and in form the Commission as to when th is  took 

p lace.    

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   On the  2 n d  o f  

December 2024,  I  was redeployed f rom PKTT to Gauteng 

Encounter  In te l l igence Operat ions Team, GCI  Ops,  for  the 

new taskings in  Gauteng.   Thank you,  Commissioners .    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    And,  Wi tness C,  wi th reference to  

paragraph 17 and 18,  p lease descr ibe in  your  own words for  

the Commission the events of  your  f i rs t  day af te r  being 

deployed to GCI .  20 

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   On the  2 n d  o f  

December 2024,  upon my jo in ing the GCI  Ops,  I  was 

in t roduced to two detect ives by my commanders,  the two 

detect ives who are Wi tness A and Witness B,  and the 

combat  members  and the rest  of  the other  members that  
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were at  the TJOC.  On that  day,  I  a lso received a  br ie f ing  

about  per ta in ing Vereenig ing  CAS 275/4/2024,  and which  

was going hand - in-hand,  which had para l le l  cases,  being 

K l ip  River  77/4/2024,  Bramley 149/4/2024,  and Sunnyside 

CAS 286/1/2024.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Sor ry.   Wi tness C,  when you were  

deployed to jo in  GCI  Ops in  December 2024,  were you to ld  

what  the reason for  your  deployment  to  Gauteng was?   

WITNESS C :    I  was in formed that  I  am going to assist  the 

GCI  Ops wi th the i r  invest igat ions,  not  speci f ica l l y  as to  10 

which cases am I  going to be  invest igat ing there,  but  only to  

be in formed that  I  wi l l  be doing invest igat ions there.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And d id you remain a member of  the 

PKTT whi le  you were deployed at  GCI  Ops,  or  d id you 

become a member of  GCI  Ops?  How did the deployment  

work?   

WITNESS C :    I  am a member of  a  stat ion that  I  cannot  pre -

empt  r ight  now.   I  am on detached dut ies,  whereby I  was 

deployed to PKTT and became a member of  PKTT.   Now I  

am deployed to GCI  Ops,  and I  am now a member  of  GCI  20 

Ops.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   Wi tness 

C,  you were st i l l  work ing through your response as per  

paragraph 18.3.   P lease proceed.  
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WITNESS C :    A t  the t ime I  met  wi th Wi tness A and Witness 

B,  I  came to know that  there had been a  lo t  o f  obst ruct ions 

f rom the s ide of  the SAPS,  speci f ica l l y  the h igher ranking  

of f icers,  and a lso  f rom the s ide of  the suspects.   A lso that  

there had been a  d iscrepancy wi th  the bal l i s t ic  reports,  and 

that  they had been of fe red some sor t  o f  b r ibes and there  

had been threats  to  the i r  l ives.   At  the t ime I  learned a lso 

that  they are under 24 -hour protec t ion,  and I  was in formed 

that  I  would be expected to res ide wi th them at  the 

safehouse,  and a lso I  would be work ing under the same 10 

condi t ions as they are under protect ion.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Wi tness C,  p lease proceed to 

paragraph 18.4.   That  paragraph wi l l  a lso assist  in  fu r ther  

answer ing the quest ion posed by Commissioner Khumalo .    

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   I  was a lso to ld  

that  wi th  the chal lenges that  were ongoing,  and that  the 

members that  I  knew that  were deployed wi th me to GCI  

Ops and that  we would a lso be resid ing together  wi th the  

Wi tness A and Witness B and that  we would be provided 

wi th support  f rom other  law enforcement  agencies that  20 

would be outs ide of  Gauteng,  as the obst ruct ions were  

main ly  f rom Gauteng.   So therefore,  assistance f rom outs ide 

Gauteng would be requi red f rom us.    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   Wi tness C,  

having test i f ied to the Commission that  you were deployed 
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to  GCI  Ops,  p lease in form the Commission whether  the  

dockets you are  invest igat ing post  the 2 n d  o f  December 

2024 are GCI  Ops dockets or  PKTT dockets.    

WITNESS C :    The dockets that  I  am cur rent ly  invest igat ing 

are GCI  Ops dockets.   And before  I  jo ined the GCI  Ops,  I  

was invest igat ing  the dockets that  belonged to PKTT,  which  

is  Pol i t i ca l  K i l l ings Task Team , Commissioners.    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   My last  

quest ion on th is  aspect  is ,  p lease in form the Commission  

who you report  to ,  your  u l t imate super ior ,  in  the d ischarge 10 

of  your  dut ies at  GCI  Ops.    

WITNESS C :    My super ior  at  the GCI  Ops is  Lt -Gen 

Khumalo .   Thank you,  Commissioners.    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Wi tness C,  i f  we may then begin wi th 

Theme 1,  which is  t i t led  the 6 t h  o f  December opera t ion at  

the residence of  Mr Mat la la.   Wi th  reference to paragraph 

20,  p lease conf i rm that  on the 3 r d  o f  December you received 

two dockets and re late to  the Commission what  those two 

dockets are re lated to.  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   On the 3 r d  o f  20 

December,  which  was my second  day at  the GCI  Ops,  I  

received two dockets.   And I  took a br ie f ing f rom the two 

dockets,  which is  …[indist inct ]  CAS 315/11/2024,  whereby a  

businessman known as Jerry Boshoga was k idnapped at  

Centur ion.  
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 A  second docket  that  was handed over to  me was 

Erasmia CAS 104/11/2024,  which was a k idnapping case of  

Ms Nqobi le  Dikga le  and her  son,  who were a lso abducted in  

Centur ion.   Thank you,  Commissioners.    

WITNESS C :    Wi tness C,  p lease in form the Commiss ion the 

c i rcumstances under which the GCI  Ops became involved in  

the invest igat ion  of  these two k idnappings and then a lso 

in form the Commission what  were  the under ly ing reasons 

that  mot ivated the  operat ion at  Mr Mat la la 's  res idence.  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   We received a 10 

br ie f ing f rom Lt -Gen Dumisani  Khumalo  that  he had been 

tasked or  inst ructed by the Nat ional  Commissioner to  take 

the invest igat ions in to the k idnapping of  Jerry Boshoga and 

we were  in formed that  there is  in fo rmat ion which leads us  to 

the house of  Mr Mat la la,  Vusimuzi  Cat  Mat la la,  as a person 

ident i f ied to be  the person behind the k idnapping and 

fur ther  in format ion was that  Mr Mat la la has been kept  –  I  

mean Mr Boshoga has been kept  capt ive at  the house of  

one Mr Vusimuzi  Cat  Mat la la.   Thank you,  Commissioners.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Wi tness C,  wi th reference to 20 

paragraph 22 p lease conf i rm to the Commission the three 

operat ions deta i led there and then in form the Commission  

which of  those operat ions you at tended to.    

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   Then a p lan was 

done to execute three operat ions for  the 6 t h  o f  December 
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2024.   I t  was an operat ion for  an ar rest  of  Mr Kat iso Molefe  

as  per  Vereenig ing  CAS 275/4/2024 and a lso the ar rest  of  

Lucky Boi tumelo  Molefe,  who is  a nephew of  Mr Kat iso  

Molefe  as per  Vereenig ing CAS 275/4/2024 and an 

operat ion for  the search of  Mr  Jerry Boshoga  at  the 

residence of  Mr Mat la la  as per  …[ indist inct ]  CAS 

315/11/2024.   Thank you,  Commissioners.    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   P lease tu rn  

the page then to page 11 of  your  wi tness statement .   A t  the 

top of  page 11 is  a heading t i t led br ie f ing at  Specia l  Task 10 

Force of f ices.   Wi tness C ,  wi th reference to paragraphs 24 

and 25,  p lease descr ibe to the Commission the events that  

took p lace at  the Task Force of f ices that  day.    

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   In  the morning  

of  the 6 t h  o f  December 2024 ,  a prof i l ing  was conducted on 

Mr Vusimuzi  Mat la la and i t  was found that  Vusimuzi  Mat la la 

is  a  person who had crossed paths wi th the law previously .   

So therefore ,  some sor t  o f  enforcement  is  requi red.   

Therefore ,  by 14:00 on the same day ,  we proceeded to the 

Specia l  Task Force  of f i ces where  my commander together  20 

wi th an FSL expert ,  a  Forens ic Science Laboratory   

personnel  expert ,  who jo ined us and we indeed d id  the  

br ie f ing at  the STF Of f ices .  

CHAIRPERSON :    You ment ioned your Commander  wi thout  

te l l ing us who that  was .   Wi l l  you te l l  us ,  or  i f  you are not  
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wi l l ing to ,  wi l l  you te l l  us why not?   

WITNESS C :    Commissioners ,  I  be l ieve i f  I  do te l l  the name 

of  the Commander ,  i t  might  compromise h im because I  do 

not  know i f  the Commander wi l l  be cal led to be a  wi tness 

before the Commissioner or  not .    

CHAIRPERSON :    And in  the th i rd l ine you ment ion a  

member of  the PKTT wi thout  ment ion ing the name .   Do you 

have a reason for  not  doing so?   

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioner .   Ja,  the reason is  

s t i l l  the same that  I  do not  know i f  th is  forensic expert  10 

member wi l l  be cal led to test i fy  before the Commission.   

Thank you.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   I f  I  may 

assist?  P lease in form the Commission whether  the  ident i ty  

of  the Warrant  Of f icer  provided there as an ind iv idual  who 

is  based at  the  Forensic Science Laboratory  is  not  a  

reference to the same indiv idual  who is  a lso a member of  

the PKTT.   K indly p lease respond to th is  quest ion  wi thout  

ident i fy ing the  par t icu la r  Warrant  Of f icer .   

WITNESS C :    I  d id  not  get  the quest ion  correct ,  20 

Commissioners.   I  wish that  could be repeated.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Let  me assis t  you,  Wi tness C.   In  the  

f i rs t  sentence of  paragraph 24,  the last  few words are,  and 

a member of  the PKTT.   P lease expla ined to the  

Commission whether  that  reference ‘and a member  of  the 



    24 OCTOBER 2025 – DAY 19 
 

Page 17  o f  104  

 

 

PKTT’  i s  a reference to the Warrant  Of f icer  or i s  a re ference 

to another  ind iv idual  who jo ined you and the Commander 

and at  the STF of f ices.    

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   Ja,  i t  is  the  

same forensic expert  who is  a lso a  member of  the PKTT.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you ,  Wi tness C.   P lease 

proceed to descr ibe  the events of  the  af te rnoon of  the 6 t h  to 

the Commission.  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   Af ter  the  

br ie f ing was done at  the STF of f ices,  a round 17 :00 hours,  10 

we then le f t  the STF of f ices and we drove wi th about  20  

combat  members  to the residence of  Mr  Vusimuzi  Mat la la  

here in  Pretor ia .   And where upon arr iva l ,  the  combat 

members entered the premises and made i t  sure that  the 

premises is  safe  for  us to  proceed ,  wi th  which when we 

entered the premises of  Mr Mat la la ,  we encountered at  the 

gate two secur i t y  guards who came known to me as Mr 

Khoza and Mr Mokwana.   And then as the combat  members  

had a l ready neut ra l ised the venue,  then they led me in to the  

house of  Mr Mat la la .    20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Wi tness C,  what  does neut ra l i se mean?   

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   Neut ra l is ing ,  i t  

means that  the combat  members ,  they have secured that  a l l  

the people who were wi th in the premises are  not  in  

possession of  f i rearms or  any dangerous weapons.   Thank 
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you,  Commissioners.    

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  sounds l ike i t  has negat ive 

connotat ions,  Wi tness C.   Yes,  Ms Mot lhasedi?   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you.   Wi tness C,  the next  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry.   Not  your  explanat ion .   Not  your  

explanat ion.   Just  the neut ra l i sed .   Yes,  Ms Mot lhasedi?  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   Wi tness C,  

before you descr ibe to the  Commission your cont inued 

search fo r  Mr Boshoga,  p lease assist  in  answer ing th is  one 10 

quest ion.   Wi th re ference to paragraph 24,  p lease expla in to  

the Commission  what  was the importance of  hold ing a  

br ie f ing wi th the  members  of  the  Specia l  Task Force  and 

why i t  was deemed necessary for  th is  operat ion.  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   I t  was deemed 

necessary to  conduct  the br ie f ing because the STF 

members were not  aware of  the p lanned operat ion.   They 

had to be br ie fed  about  the st ructures of  the premises,  and 

they had to be g iven the background of  the target .   So i t  

was deemed necessary for  them to be br ie fed or  to  be 20 

in formed beforehand.   Thank you,  Commissioners.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wi tness C,  the involvement  of  the STF,  

we have understood that  they do not  get  involved in  regular  

pol i c ing.   Why d id i t  become necessary to  involve them in  

your operat ion?   
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WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   I t  was necessary 

because th is  was a k idnapping case whereby somebody had 

been held against  h is  o r  her  own wi l l ,  and one of  the specia l  

f ie lds of  the STF is  the hostage negot ia t ions and re lease.   

Thank you.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   Wi tness 

C,  we are now at  paragraph 26 of  your  wi tness sta tement .   

P lease descr ibe to the Commission the events subsequent  

to  you enter ing the Boshoga –  my apologies,  the Mat la la 10 

residence.    

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   Mysel f  and the 

FSL experts,  we d id a walk through the premises whereby 

the FSL experts  was tak ing the  photographs of  a l l  the 

evident ia l  i tems that  we had found and the combat  members 

who would d i rect  us to  the rooms that  when they entered 

there were ind iv iduals ins ide.   Thank you,  Commissioners.    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    P lease proceed,  Wi tness C.    

WITNESS C :    Okay,  thank you.   At  the f i rs t  room, we have 

found one person who became known to me as a Malawian 20 

nat ional ,  Mr Yusufu Yusufu Mutupanyama in  one of  the 

rooms in  the main house.   He ind icated to us that  he is  a 

genera l  worker  a t  the premises and when asked who are 

you wi th in the premises,  he just  ment ioned that  my boss is  

not  here ,  wi th  which  I  understood that  by h im saying  that  my 
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boss is  not  here ,  he was referr ing to the owner  of  the 

house,  Mr Vusimuzi  Mat la la .    

 We then conducted a search in  the room of  Mr  

Yusufu Yusufu Mutupanyama wherein Mr Jerry Boshoga was 

not  in  that  room, but  there  was a whi te sheet  that  was very  

d is t inct ive because i t  had to rn  edges and s ides and i t  was 

manual ly  t ied to the window …[indist inct ] .   And that  whi te  

sheet ,  i t  is  d is t inct ive because when one of  the v ideos for  

the ransom that  was sent  to  the fami ly  of  Mr Jer ry Boshoga,  

we could see that  the sheet  resembles the  same as that  on 10 

the v ideo,  Commissioners.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Did that  lead you to bel ieve that  Mr 

Boshoga may have been in  those premises?   

WITNESS C :    That  is  cor rect ,  Commissioners .   I t  gave me 

hope as i t  was the f i rs t  room that  …[ indist inct ]  found Mr 

Bashogo in  one of  the rooms,  Commissioners.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Witness c …[INTERVENES].  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sorry.   Wi tness C,  just  to  be sure that  

we understand,  you say the d ist inct ive features tha t  looked 

very s imi lar  and that  made the sheet  look,  that  whi te sheet  20 

looked very s imi lar  to  the one in  the ransom videos.   What  

were those d ist inct ive features?   

WITNESS C :    Thank you Commissioners.   The sheet  had 

uneven edges.   You can te l l  that  a  sc issor  was not  used to  

cut  the sheet ,  but  i t  was torn apart  wi th  –  i t  was teared of f  
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wi th  hands and i t  was just  a  whi te c lean sheet .   And to me i t  

became very odd to f ind that  sheet  hanged or  manual ly  t ied  

to the window in that  house.   Thank you.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you.   Wi tness C,  you used the  

word odd to descr ibe the manner  in  which the sheet  was 

t ied.   P lease expla in why you would descr ibe that  us ing that  

word.    

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   I  a lso can te l l  

that  when I  say the house of  Mr Mat la la ,  i t  i s  l ike an 10 

understatement .   I  was supposed to be saying the mansion 

of  Mr Mat la la ,  wi th  which I  expected to see a propagated on 

that  window of  the room of  Mr Yusufu Mutupanyama.   Thank 

you,  Commissioners.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness.   Wi th reference 

to paragraph 29,  d id you quest ion Mr Yusufu on,  you know,  

the sheet ,  and what  was the response you received f rom 

him,  i f  any?  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   I  had asked Mr  

Yusufu as to where d id he get  the  sheet ,  and he ind icated 20 

that  he was g iven by h is boss,  and thought  he never to ld us  

as to when was i t  g iven to h im,  Commissioners.   And I  

fur ther  asked h im i f  he,  as to  where was Mr Boshoga.   And 

h is response was that  he does not  know where Mr Boshoga 

was.   Thank you,  Commissioners.    
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CHAIRPERSON :    In  your  statement ,  you say that  he  repl ied 

that  he d id not  know him.   I  understand that  not  to  refer  to  

the whereabouts,  but  to  mean that  he just  d id not  know who 

Mr Boshoga was.    

WITNESS C :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.   He ind icated 

that  he does not  know Mr Boshoga and he does not  know 

where Mr Boshoga might  be.   Thank you,  Commissioners.    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   We are now at  

paragraph 30 of  your  wi tness statement  on page 12.   In  

paragraph 30,  you ment ioned that  you are ca l led by a 10 

member of  the team.  P lease re lay  to  the Commission what  

happened thereaf ter .    

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   One combat  

member came to  me and ind icated that  there are some 

cot tages on the outs ide,  where I  should head to as there  

are ind iv iduals in  those cot tages.   So I  requested one 

member of  the combat  team to remain wi th Mr Yusufu and I  

proceeded to the cot tages,  whereupon arr iva l  a t  the 

cot tages,  I  have found two adul t  males,  Af r ican males,  who 

then became known to me as Mr Mzimela  and Mr Mtetwa.  20 

 I  asked them as to what  they were  doing there  and 

they in formed me that  they work  for  CAT VIP Secur i ty ,  

fur ther  in fo rming me that  the secur i ty  company they are  

work ing fo r  belonged to Mr Vusimuzi  Mat la la .   Whi ls t  I  was 

st i l l  speaking wi th them, I  saw two p isto ls  that  were on the 
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bed,  under the p i l low.   I  could st i l l  see,  even though they 

were under the p i l lows.   And there were a lso two r i f les that  

were propped aga inst  the wal l  in  the same room.   

 Then I  then asked them as to who the f i rearms 

belonged to  and they ind icated that  they were CAT VIP  

Secur i ty  company f i rearms and they had been permi t ted to 

be in  possession  of  those f i rearms.   I  then asked for  the  

permi ts  for  the f i rearms,  the four  f i rearms.   And when I  

checked at  the permi ts  of  the f i rearms,  the ser ia l  numbers 

of  the …[intervenes] .  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Before you cont inue,  f rom what  you say 

here,  that  i s  in  paragraph 32,  and what  you say la ter ,  i t  

seems to me tha t  t here is  a d i f fe rence between a  f i rearm 

l icence and the permi t  or  permi ts that  you referred to la te r .   

Can you p lease te l l  us what  a permi t  is?   

WITNESS C :    A  permi t  means tha t  i t  wi l l  be a f i rearm that  

belongs to a company  and a  cer ta in ind iv idual  wi th  

competencies to carry such f i rearm can be permi t ted to use 

or  to  be in  possession of  that  speci f i c  f i rearm whi ls t  the 

person is  on duty.  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    So the holder  of  the f i rearm l icence is  the  

company and then permi ts get  i ssued to ind iv iduals who are  

to be in  possession of  the f i rearms,  get t ing possession f rom 

the company?   

WITNESS C :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.  
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ADV MOTLHASEDI :    P lease proceed,  Wi tness C.   You 

were tak ing the Commission through paragraph 33.    

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   Then the two 

secur i t y  of f ic ia ls  handed me the permi ts.   I  then checked 

the permi ts,  and I  found that  they indeed correspond wi th –  

the ser ia l  numbers on the permi ts cor respond wi th the ser ia l  

numbers of  the f i rearms.    

 But  on the permi t ,  I  not iced some sor t  o f  

i r regular i t ies of  the permi t ,  because the s ignature  on the 

permi t  were pre -s igned,  or  I  would say that  they were  10 

d ig i ta l ly  s igned,  which means that  any person can just  wr i te  

in  the ser ia l  numbers of  the  f i rearms and would say that  the 

f i rearm were indeed handed over by the responsib le  person 

of  the company.    

 And fu r thermore,  I  requested the two secur i t y  

guards to show me the safe  and they ind icated that  they d id 

not  have a safe in  the room where  they could have p laced 

those f i rearms,  and I  found that  to  be in  cont ravent ion of  

the Fi rearms Contro l  Act .    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   Wi th  20 

reference to paragraph 37,  33,  my apologies,  based on your 

exper ience having worked wi th f i rearms,  is  i t  your  ev idence 

th is  morning that  the Fi rearms Contro ls  Act  does not  permi t  

permi ts that  are d ig i ta l l y  s igned?   

WITNESS C :    Cor rect ,  Commiss ioners.   The F i rearms 
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Cont ro l  Act  does not  a l low the pre -s igned permi ts because 

the person who hands over  the permi t  or  who issues the 

permi t  to  a secur i ty  personnel  must  s ign in  the presence of  

that  secur i ty  personnel  and as he or  she is  handing over  the 

f i rearm to tha t  secur i t y  personnel .   Thank you ,  

Commissioners.    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    And there fore,  in  l ight  of  the 

i r regular i t ies that  you ident i f ied in  paragraph 33,  what  steps 

then d id you take in  respect  of  the four  f i rearms?   

WITNESS C :    I  requested the fo rensic experts to  package 10 

the f i rearms as I  have ind icated to them that  I  wi l l  be  

seiz ing them.   And indeed,  they were packaged and seized.   

Therefore,  I  cont inued wi th the search of  Mr Jerry Boshoga.   

And unfor tunate ly ,  I  d id  not  f ind h im.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wi tness X,  d id the two ,  Mr Mzimela and 

Mtetwa say to you,  or  was i t  your  understanding that  they 

were on guard duty when you found them there?   

WITNESS C :    Mr  Mtetwa and Mr Mzimela were s leeping at  

the i r  quarters,  wa i t ing for  the i r  sh i f t ,  for  the i r  next  day shi f t  

to  star t .   They were supposed to report  for  duty the next  20 

day at  6  o 'c lock in  the morning.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    And the way in  which you found the  

f i rearms that  you refer  to  under the  p i l low,  the p isto ls  under 

the p i l low and r i f les propped up against  the wal l ,  is  that  a  

proper way of  s tor ing f i rearms i f  they are not  on duty?  Is  
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that  permissib le in  terms of  the law?   

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   Accord ing to the  

law,  the f i rearm must  e i ther  be stored in  the safe,  

prescr ibed safe,  and /or  the f i rearm must  only be on you,  

wi th  you having fu l l  cont ro l  o f  that  f i rearm.   Thank you.   In  a  

proper manner.   Thank you,  Commissioners.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    And therefore,  Wi tness C,  the  manner 

in  which the four  f i rearms were propped up against  the wal l  

and under a p i l low is ,  in  your  ev idence,  a cont ravent ion of  10 

the Fi rearms Contro l  Act?   

WITNESS C :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   We can then 

turn the page to page 14.   We are  now at  paragraph 35.   So 

p lease in form the  Commission what  happened af te r  you had 

searched the cot tage of  Mr Mtetwa and establ ished that  Mr  

Boshoga was not  there.  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   Af ter  conduct ing 

the search at  the cot tage where  Mr Mtetwa and Mzimela  

were,  then I  made my way back to  the main house in  order  20 

to car ry on wi th in te rv iewing Mr Yusufu.   And when I  was  –  I  

asked Mr Yusufu as to i f  there are  any other  cot tages that  

maybe he could take me to.   He took me to another  cot tage 

which he to ld me that  i t  is  a  house where Mr Nkosinath i  

Baloyi ,  a  brother  to  Mr Mat la la 's  wi fe ,  res ides.   Upon arr iva l  
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a t  that  room, at  that  cot tage,  there was no  –  and upon 

gain ing access,  I  searched for  Mr Boshoga and 

unfor tunate ly,  Mr Boshoga was not  in  that  room.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   Would i t  then 

be a cor rect  summary of  your  ev idence to say tha t  at  that  

point  you had conducted a search on the room where you 

found Mr Yusufu ,  you had conducted a search in  the cot tage 

where you found the two guards and you had fur ther  

conducted a search of  the room of  Mr Nkosinath i  Baloyi  and 

in  a l l  three of  those cot tages,  you were unable to  f ind Mr 10 

Boshoga.   Is  that  a fa i r  summary of  your  ev idence?   

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   That  wi l l  be  

indeed the summary of  the searches that  I  have conducted 

at  that  point .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you.   P lease then proceed to 

paragraph 36,  Wi tness C.    

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   In  the yard or  in  

the premises of  Mr Mat la la ,  there were a lo t  o f  vehic les.   So 

now,  as I  was tak ing record of  a l l  the vehic les that  were in  

the premises,  a whi te Toyota Corol la  entered the residence.   20 

I  indeed went  to  the dr iver  of  the motor  vehic le and asked 

h im who he was.   I  ident i f ied myse l f  to  h im and he to ld me 

that  he was Given Tshepo Makofane  and he was a dr iver  of  

Mr Mat la la .  

 He fur ther  in fo rmed me that  he had received a ca l l  
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f rom Mr Mat la la  that  he should come and fetch h im.   As I  

was st i l l  s tanding wi th Mr Makofane,  tak ing h is deta i l s ,  a  

combat  member  came to me and advised that  my 

Commander was looking  for  me.   I  then le f t  wi th  the combat  

member to  the main house where he d i rected me to the 

main bedroom whereby I  found my Commander wi th a 

person that  became known to me as Mr Mat la la  and a 

person who became known to me as Mrs Tsakane Mat la la .   

Thank you.    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you.    10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wi tness C,  where you refer  to  a combat  

member,  can you just  remind us,  is  that  a par t icu la r  uni t  or  I  

th ink you have re ferred to combat  team, is  that  a par t i cu lar  

uni t  and what  is  that  uni t?    

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   I  d id  not  get  that  

c lear ly  as I  th ink we have got  a chal lenge in  the network.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Let  me t ry  again and see i f  you wi l l  hear  

me th is  t ime.   The quest ion is ,  you have been referr ing to  

combat  team and combat  member.   I f  you would just  expla in  

what  i s  that  team,  what  uni t  is  that?    20 

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   When I  re fer  to  

combat  members,  I  am not  referr ing speci f ica l ly  to  a uni t ,  

Commissioners.   When I  say combat  members,  I  am 

referr ing to the  members of  e i ther  i t  wi l l  be STF members or  

NIU members  or  TRT members.    
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

WITNESS C :    Thank you.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   Before you 

proceed wi th the  next  subheading,  which is  your  in te rv iew 

wi th Mr Mat la la ,  p lease in form the  Commission whether  Mr  

Given Makofane in formed you when approximate ly  he had 

received a ca l l  f rom Mr Mat la la .    

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   Mr Makofane 

ind icated that  he  had received a  ca l l  just  a  few minutes 

af ter  f i ve,  17:00,  and that  wi l l  be  the  t ime that  we were 10 

leaving the STF o f f ices.   Thank you.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Sorry,  Wi tness C.   There  is  just  

something that  i s  not  c lear  to  me.   Throughout  your  search 

of  the house and the two cot tages,  was Mr Mat la la  there or  

d id you f i rs t  encounter  h im la ter  in  the day when,  I  be l ieve 

you said,  he was fetched by h is d r iver  o r  he had cal led h is  

dr iver  to  come and get  h im?  Where was Mr Mat la la  when 

you were searching the premises and the two cot tages?   

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   At  th is  t ime and 

point ,  I  have  not  encountered Mr  Mat la la  as yet .   Mr Mat la la  20 

was only encountered when I  had le f t  Mr Makofane as I  was 

cal led by the combat  member who led me to the main 

bedroom, whereby I  now found Mr Mat la la ,  Mrs Mat la la  and 

my Commander  there.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.    
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ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   P ick ing up 

f rom paragraph 38,  p lease then descr ibe to the Commission 

your subsequent  d iscussion wi th Mr Mat la la .    

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   Upon my ent ry  

in to the main bedroom of  Mr Mat la la ,  there was Mr Mat la la ,  

my Commander,  and Mrs Mat la la ,  and there was a lso a 

combat  member who was standing by.   I  then per formed a  

search.   Sorry.   Before that ,  Mr Mat la la  requested that  h is 

wi fe be excused f rom the room.   And indeed,  she was 

a l lowed to go outs ide.  10 

 And then thereaf ter ,  I  conducted a search in  the  

bedroom.  And as I  searched fo r  Mr Boshoga,  I  could not  

f ind h im.   And then I  a lso asked Mr Mat la la  i f  he had any 

weapon and he showed me a 9mm pisto l  that  was p laced on 

h is pedesta l .   I  then asked Mr Mat la la  as to why was h is 

f i rearm ly ing there,  just  exposed as i t  was  and why was the  

f i rearm not  in  the safe .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Did you establ ish i f  i t  was a l icenced 

f i rearm,  Wi tness C?   

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   I  d id  request  20 

h im to show me h is f i rearm l i cence.   And indeed,  he  

produced h is f i rearm l i cence.   And when I  checked the 

f i rearm l i cence,  the f i rearm,  the ser ia l  number corresponds 

wi th that  on the l icence.   So I  asked h im,  where is  the  safe?  

He ind icated that  he has got  the sa fe wi th in the house  and I  
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asked h im to point  me as to where the safe  is ,  but  

unfor tunate ly,  he could not .   And I  to ld  h im that  s ince,  wel l ,  

the f i rearm was not  s to red in  a proper manner,  then I  wi l l  

resolve to cease the f i rearm to  conduct  invest igat ions on 

the f i rearm.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    When you say he at tempted to point  out  

the safe to  me,  but  was unsuccessfu l ,  what  does i t  mean?  

Is  i t  the same th ing as saying there was no safe in  the 

room?   

WITNESS C :    There was no safe in  the  room, 10 

Commissioners.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   P lease then 

proceed to the last  three sentences in  paragraph 38.   

P lease cont inue.    

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   As I  have 

ind icated,  I  have in formed h im that  I  wi l l  be ceas ing the  

f i rearm and I  wi l l  be sending the f i rearm for  bal l is t i c  test ing.   

And fur thermore,  for  secur i t y  purposes and /or  reasons,  I  

requested that  the combat  member who was standing by  20 

our ,  next  to  our  Commander,  to  my Commander,  to  stand on 

the other  s ide of  the door so  that  we can now conduct  an  

in terv iew wi th Mr Mat la la .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   At  the point  o f  

se iz ing Mr Mat la la 's  f i rearm,  p lease then conf i rm to the 
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Commission  the  tota l  number o f  f i rearms that  you had 

seized at  h is  res idence that  day.    

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   On that  day,  we 

have seized two r i f les and three p is to ls ,  to ta l l ing to f ive.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   P lease then 

proceed f rom paragraph 39.    

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   We then sat  

ins ide the room.   They provided us wi th a space where we 

can s i t .   And I  requested the cel l  phone of  Mr Mat la la .   And 

a lso,  I  requested h im,  i f  he is  consent ing to us searching  10 

the phone and /or  downloading the phone wi th which he 

consented,  provided us wi th the PIN codes and deact ivated 

the fac ia l  lock fea tures on the phones.  

 And we then proceeded to conduct  an in terv iew.   As 

we were about  to  star t  wi th  the in terv iew,  my commander 

in formed me tha t  upon h is ent rance in to Mr Mat la la 's  

bedroom, Mr Mat la la  ind icated that  he wanted to ta lk  to  us.   

Then,  indeed,  we sat  and we lent  h im an ear  to  l i s ten to 

what  he wanted to te l l  us.  

 He then in formed us that  he knew the reason for  us  20 

to be at  h is  p remises and that  we were there looking for  Mrs 

Nqobi le  Dikgale  and the chi ld .   And the reason for  that  is 

that  he had been t ry ing  to assist  the fami ly  in  locat ing the  

k idnapped ind iv iduals  and they know that  he is  capable of  

doing that  because he once assis ted a Pakistani  fami ly  to  
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reuni te  them wi th the k idnapped person,  member of  the i r  

fami ly .  

 And he ind icated that  the reason why he was able  

to  assist  that  fami ly  is  because of  the connect ions that  he 

has and the type,  the indust ry,  the  secur i t y  indust ry  that  he 

is  in  business.   And now people are suspect ing h im of  being 

behind a l l  the k idnappings that  were happening around 

Gauteng.   We then asked h im of  h is  cr iminal  background.   

And yes,  indeed,  he to ld us that  he had been here,  he was 

previously ar res ted fo r  cases ranging f rom common 10 

robber ies,  armed robber ies,  cash - in- t ransi t .   And he 

ind icated that  that  was in  the  past  as now he is  a  

businessman.    

 We then asked h im i f  he knew Mr Boshoga and he 

to ld me that ,  yes,  he knew Mr Boshoga and they had been 

f r iends f rom 2012 and they were engaged in  cr iminal  

act iv i t ies together .   As we asked where the whereabouts of  

Mr Boshoga,  he ind icated that  he  d id not  know where Mr  

Boshoga was and he in formed us that  he had been in  

communicat ion wi th the fami ly  of  Boshoga as they had a lso 20 

approached h im seeking assistance to locate Mr Boshoga.   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    P lease cont inue,  Wi tness C.    

WITNESS C :    Mr  Mat la la  a lso ind icated that  he does not  

know the ident i t y  of  the people who are suspected to be 

behind the k idnapping of  Mr Jer ry  Boshoga,  but  he ind icated 
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that  Jerry  Boshoga owed people money and he was in  a 

drug business.   He fu r ther  in fo rmed us that  he h imsel f ,  Cat  

Mat la la ,  had lent  Mr Boshoga an amount  of  f ive mi l l ion as  

he wanted to buy a machine fo r  p rocessing drugs.    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    P lease proceed,  Wi tness C.    

WITNESS C :    Thank you.   He fur ther  in formed us or  

ident i f ied business associates of  Mr Boshoga who is  in  the  

same drug business  and he ind icated a lso that  Mr Boshoga,  

as h is f r iend,  has once in formed h im that  he had a fa l lout  

wi th  h is  drug associates  and that  maybe the associates that  10 

he had a fa l lout  w i th  might  want  to  harm him.    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   And so when 

you quest ioned Mr Mat la la  about  the possib le  whereabouts 

of  Mr Boshoga,  what  was the response you received?   

WITNESS C :    Mr  Mat la la  ind icated that  he does not  know 

where Mr Boshoga is .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   Two fo l low -up 

quest ions on th is  aspect  of  your  ev idence.   Is  i t  then a fa i r  

summary of  what  you have deta i led thus far  that  when Mr  

Mat la la  was quest ioned on Boshoga 's possib le 20 

whereabouts,  he  denied a ro le in  the k idnapping of  Mr 

Boshoga?  Is  that  accurate?   

WITNESS C :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner s.   He ind icated 

that  he had noth ing to do wi th the  k idnapping of  e i ther  Mr 

Boshoga or  the fami ly  of  Mr AB Dikgale .    
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ADV MOTLHASEDI :    And when quest ioned again in  respect  

of  Mr Boshoga 's k idnapping,  Mr Mat la la  prof fered or  

suggested that  cer ta in unsavoury characters wi th in the drug 

wor ld might  have sought  to  harm Mr Boshoga.   Is  that  an  

accurate summary of  your  ev idence?   

WITNESS C :    That  is  an accurate summary of  the evidence.   

He a lso gave us names that  indeed the invest igat ion is  s t i l l  

undergoing.   So i t  is  s t i l l  ongoing and now we cannot  

d ivu lge those names as Mr Boshoga has not  been found as 

yet .  10 

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    And my f ina l  quest ion on th is  score,  

Wi tness C.   Is  i t  then correct  that  Mr Mat la la 's  posi t ion was 

that  he is  not  a k idnapper or  d id no t  k idnap Mr Boshoga,  but  

rather  that  he was involved in  assist ing the fami l ies of  

k idnapped people due to h is  exper ience in  the secur i t y  

indust ry?  Is  that  accurate?   

WITNESS C :    That  is  accurate,  Commissioners.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Wi tness C,  how was th is  in te rv iew 

conducted and was i t  recorded,  perhaps?   

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   The in terv iew 20 

was conducted in  a peacefu l  manner and i t  was indeed 

recorded,  Commissioners.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   Wi tness C,  

could you then proceed to paragraph 45 of  your  wi tness 

statement ,  p lease?   
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WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   As we proceed 

wi th our  in terv iew wi th Mr Mat la la ,  he star ted now to  te l l  us 

that  he is  a rec ip ient  of  a  SAPS heal th tender that  is  about  

R1.2-b i l l ion fo r  th ree years and …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    You in t roduced th is ,  Wi tness C,  by saying 

under main paragraph 45 that :  

“Mr Mat la la  proceeded to make severa l  

s ta r t l ing d isc losures.   These are  

ref lected below . ”   

And then 45.1 ,  you then say what  you have just  sa id about  10 

the cont ract  for  R1.2-b i l l ion.   Why do you say th is  was 

star t l ing?   

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   We never asked 

Mr Mat la la  as to whether  he had a  tender wi th the SAPS or  

not  and as we go fur ther ,  as you wi l l  see,  he star ted name 

dropping of  senior  pol i ce of f ic ia ls .   And why now I  am 

saying star t l ing,  maybe I  would a lso say that  I  am of  an  

opin ion that  he said that  and dropped the names of  senior  

pol i ce of f ic ia ls  in  order  maybe to in t imidate us tha t  he is  

connected to h igh - ranking of f ic ia ls  of  the SAPS.   Thank 20 

you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   I  d id  not  mean to dera i l  you.   

You then may go on i temis ing what  you say was star t l ing.    

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   Wi tness C,  
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you can then p ick  i t  up f rom paragraph 45 ,  paragraph 45.2.  

WITNESS C :    Thank you.   He then to ld us that  he had c lose 

connect ions wi th  very senior  pol ice  of f i c ia ls  in  the SAPS 

and he named,  number one,  the PPT Nat ional  

Commissioner,  General  S ib iya ,  and he a lso gave h is contact  

deta i ls .   Second one,  he named General  Feroz Khan and 

a lso gave h is contact  deta i l s ,  and General  Shib i r i  and a lso  

gave h is contact  deta i ls .   He fur ther  ind icated that  he is  

re lated to one General  S enona.    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   Apologies  10 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Just  before  we,  I  see i t  is  a lmost  11  

o 'c lock.   Wi tness C,  when you say contact  deta i l s ,  do you 

mean thei r  personal  ce l lu lar  phone numbers or  the i r  o f f ice 

contact  deta i ls?   

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   I  mean thei r  

contact  ce l lu la r  ce l l  phone numbers.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Perhaps we should adjourn at  th is  stage.   

We wi l l  resume at  11 :15.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 20 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Mot lhasedi .     

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Chai rperson .    Wi tness C,  

are you there?  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners .    I  am here,  
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Commissioners.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.    Just  pr io r  to  

the tea break,  you were tak ing the Commission through 

paragraph 45.2 of  your  wi tness statement .  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners .    Yes,  as we 

cont inued in  in terv iewing Mr Mata la,  he ind icated that  

General  Senona and General  S ib iya had assisted h im in 

secur ing the SAPS tender,  the one that  he said is  a  1.2 

b i l l ion tender for  3  years.    And in  respect  of  General  Khan,  

he ind icated that  he had,  he owned a penthouse at  Menlyn  10 

Maine,  Pretor ia ,  whereby General  Khan would,  a t  t imes or  

regular ly ,  u t i l i ze h is  penthouse .    So when we asked h im as 

to why would General  Khan ut i l i ze h is  penthouse,  and h is 

response was he d id  not  know the reasons why would the 

General  wants to  ut i l ize h is  penthouse.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.    Just  for  

fur ther  c lar i f icat ion,  could you turn back to paragraph 45.2 .  

WITNESS C :    Yes,  I  am there.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you .    P lease provide the  

Commission  wi th a designat ion or  a t i t le  fo r  Genera l  Feroz 20 

Khan,  what  ro le does he p lay wi th in  the SAPS?  

WITNESS C :    General  Khan is ,  he is  work ing a t  Cr ime 

Inte l l igence.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    And p lease do the same for  General  

Shib i r i .  
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WITNESS C :    General  Shib i r i ,  he is  work ing  at  the  

Detect ion Of f ices  at  the head of f ice,  work ing under the  

command of  General  Shib i r i .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    And f ina l l y ,  General  Senona,  p lease.  

WITNESS C :    I  am not  real ly  sure about  General  S enona,  

but  I  th ink he is  a  head of  DPCI ,  KZN.    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C .    We are now 

at  paragraph 45.5 .    Could I  ask  you to p lease read the  

contents of  paragraph 45.5?  

WITNESS C :    - :  10 

 “Mr Mat la la to ld us that  he knows when 

we were  coming .    He knew that  we 

were coming to  h is  house that  day .    

He showed us on h is  phone the  cal l  

h is tory between h im and Sergeant  F E 

Nkosi  f rom that  day .    He to ld us that  

he was t ipped o f f  through two cal ls ,  

one advis ing that  we were at tending a  

br ie f ing at  STF of f ices at  14 :07 and 

fur ther  ca l l  advis ing of  our  departure to  20 

Mr Mat la la 's  res idence at  17 :03. ”  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Again,  as a  quest ion of  c lar i f icat ion,  

Wi tness C,  do you know the t i t le  or  ro le that  Sergeant  F  E 

Nkosi  p lays wi th in  the SAPS ?  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners .    S ince Mr  
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Mat la la had a lso provided us on that  day wi th more  

par t icu lars on Mr  Mat la la,  Mr Nkos i ,  that  he was ,  as  on h is  

phone,  he saved h im as Warrant  Of f icer ,  but  upon fur ther  

invest igat ion in to i t ,  we have determined h im as a Detect ive 

Sergeant  F E Nkosi ,  work ing at  the Nat ional  Head Of f ice  

Detect ion ,  or  Detect ive Serv ices at  the Of f ice of  the  Deputy 

Nat ional  Commissioner ,  General ,  L ieutenant -General  

S ib iya.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    P lease proceed,  Wi tness C .     

WITNESS C :    Thank you.    And fur thermore,  on that  day,  10 

he ind icated that  he was in  constant  communicat ion wi th the  

Pol ice Min ister ,  Mr Senzo Mchunu and on the very same 

night ,  he was supposed to have a  meet ing wi th Mr Mchunu 

and a lso ind icated that  there is  a person who is  responsib le 

for  h is  meet ing w i th Mr Mchunu,  as he is  not  the one who 

ar ranged fo r  the meet ing .    So the  meet ing was going to be  

through a th i rd par ty ,  Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Did he say who th is  person was or  d id  

you ask who the person was?  

WITNESS C :    We asked who the person was,  but  he 20 

e lected not  to  sta te who the person was at  the t ime.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wi tness C,  d id you,  th is  Sergeant  Nkosi ,  

d id  you ver i f y  the te lephone number that  you saw on Mr 

Mat la la 's  phone,  that  i t  was indeed Mr Nkosi 's ,  Sergeant  

Nkosi 's  number?  
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WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners .    On h is phone 

we ver i f ied the cel lphone number and a lso he a lso showed 

us an ABSA account  number that  belongs to Sergeant  

Nkosi .    Fur thermore,  a screenshot  of  the ,  a screenshot 

whereby Sergeant  Nkosi  d id an inqui ry on the SAPS system  

and on that  screenshot ,  h is  personal  number  was re f lected .    

Fur ther  than that ,  we a lso d id prof i l ing on who th is  Nkosi  is .    

That  is ,  and now we c lear ly  got  to  know who Sergeant ,  

Detect ive Sergeant  F  E Nkosi  i s .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  te l l  us more about  the A BSA bank 10 

account ,  Sergeant  Nkosi 's  bank account .    What  exact ly  are  

you saying about  th is?  What  were you shown about  i t?  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners .    Mr  Mat la la 

ind icated that  th is  Sergeant  Nkosi ,  i t  is  h is  connect ion 

between h im and L ieutenant -General  S ib iya .    In  most  

cases,  he wi l l  g ive Sergeant  Nkosi  money through t ransfers 

for  h is  personal  use  and for  the General ,  he wi l l  summon 

Sergeant  Nkosi  to  come and col lect  the packages fo r  

General  S ib iya.    

CHAIRPERSON :    What  packages?  20 

WITNESS C :    The money packages,  Commissioners .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C .    Wi th 

reference to paragraph 45.6,  towards the end of  the  second 

sentence,  you ind icate that  the re lat ionship and the  

in tended meet ing  between Mr Mat la la and the Min ister  of  
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Pol ice were fac i l i ta ted by a th i rd -par ty associate  to  the 

Min ister .    Do you now know who that  th i rd par ty is?  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners .    Now we do 

know through our  ce l lphone invest igat ions in to the  

downloads or  mir ro r ing of  the cel lphones of  Mr Vusimusi  

Mat la la,  that  the person,  the th i rd par ty i s  a person known 

as Mr Brown Mogots i .    Thank you,  Commissioners.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    And just  to  be c lear  then,  that  at  the 

t ime of  the opera t ion at  Mr Mat la la 's  res idence on the 6 t h ,  

you were at  that  t ime not  aware of  the ident i t y  of  th is  th i rd 10 

par ty,  but  subsequent ly  came into a p lace of  knowledge.  

WITNESS C :    That  is  cor rect .    A t  the t ime of  the operat ion,  

we had no knowledge of  who the th i rd par ty was .    And in  

actual  fact ,  we d id  not  even know who Mr Mat la la was,  

except  the prof i le  that  we had.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    P lease proceed,  Wi tness  C.     

WITNESS C :    Thank you.    He fur ther  gave us the name of  

h is  IT specia l i s t ,  a  f r iend whom he had ind icated that  he  

assisted wi th h is  tu i t ion  fees,  being Mr Calv in  Rafadi ,  and 

a lso furn ished us wi th  h is  personal  ce l lphone numbers,  and 20 

that  he had assisted h im in obta in ing h is educat ional  

qual i f icat ions  by  paying  for  h is  tu i t ion fees,  and in  return,  

whatever  IT- re lated needs that  he  wi l l  need,  Calv in  Rafadi  

wi l l  be the person to assist  h im.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Wi tness C,  wi th reference to 
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paragraph 45.3,  d id Mr Mat la la share wi th you how General  

Senona and General  S ib i ya assis ted h im in secur ing h is 

tender wi th the SAPS? 

WITNESS C :    Commissioners,  unfor tunate ly,  wi th  regard to 

the way of  secur ing the tender,  he  d id  not  go deeper in to i t  

as to  how were they of  an assistance to h im .    What  he  

ind icated is  that  a f ter  each and every payment  by the  SAPS, 

then a por t ion o f  the payment  goes to General  S ib iya.    

Thank you.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wi tness C,  d id Mr Mat la la  say why he 10 

was g iv ing you the name of  Mr Calv in Rafadi ,  why you 

needed to know that?  

WITNESS C :    Commissioners,  as I  have ind icated f rom the 

onset  that  he star ted to make star t l ing avers ions .    So one 

would not  know as to why was he g iv ing us the names of  the 

senior  pol ice of f ic ia ls  and why was he g iv ing us the name of  

Calv in Rafadi  as a person whom he assisted  in  h is  

educat ional  needs .    And even now,  one does  not  have a 

st ra ight  answer to  that ,  Commissioners.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  20 

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C .    P lease then 

te l l  the  Commission what  was the u l t imate outcome of  the 

search of  the Mat la la res idence and what  steps you took 

thereaf ter  wi th  reference to paragraph 46.  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners .    A f ter  we 
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completed the in terv iew wi th Mr Mat la la,  we d id a 

walkthrough of  a  search at  each and every room of  the 

house and unfor tunate ly,  Mr Boshoga was not  found.    From 

there,  as we had packaged the exh ib i ts  or  the f i rearms,  we 

then had to proceed to wi thdraw f rom the residence and 

proceed to the Po l ice Stat ion.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    P lease proceed to paragraph 47,  

Wi tness C.  

WITNESS C :    And a lso,  I  a lso prepared a report  per ta in ing 

the opera t ion and the i tems that  we seized  and w i th ,  and 10 

f rom the,  f rom them we have taken iPhones,  3 iPhones that  

belong to Mr Mat la la and Mrs   Mat la la,  wi th  which they a lso 

gave permission to us for  downloading of  the cel lphones 

and the two burner  phones,  which were two Nokia 's ,  and 

a lso the f i rearms,  the f ive f i rearms,  which ,  wi th  which four  

are the ones that  we seized at  the  cot tages where Mzimela 

and Mtetwa were ,  and the  f i f th  one being the persona l  p is t o l  

o f  Mr Mat la la.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C .    Can I  request  

you to turn to  Annexure WC2 in your annexure  bundle ,   20 

Annexure WC2.    I t  appears on page 8 .    We wi l l  a lso f l ight  

i t  on the moni to r .  

WITNESS C :    Thank you.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C .    We are then 

at  page 8 in  your  annexure bundle  and we  are at  paragraph 
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5 .  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners ,  I  am there.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Could you then take the Commission 

through the contents of  paragraph 5 .  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners .    I  wi l l  read in to 

to  the record,  Commissioners .    Paragraph 5  reads 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Perhaps can we …[ intervenes] .  

WITNESS C :    - :  

 “ I  then in formed Mr Mat la la that  I  was 10 

being …” [ in tervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wi tness C,  perhaps i f  you could just  

f i rs t  expla in what  is  th is  document?  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners .    This  is  the  

af f idavi t  that  I  made at  Brooklyn SAPS as I  was register ing 

an inqui ry per ta in ing the f i rearms that  I  have seized,   

Commissioners.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness B.    Thank you,  

Commissioner .    And that  af f idavi t  is  annexed to paragraph 20 

48 of  your  wi tness statement .    Wi tness C,  you were then 

tak ing the Commission th rough paragraph 5.  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners .    I  wou ld f i rs t  

make a request ,  Commissioners,  that  I  have ind ica ted the  

name of  the fo rensic experts,  the photographer ,  so can I  be 
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a l lowed not  to  make ment ion of  h is  name,  p lease?  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Indeed,  you may omi t  the name of  the 

Warrant  Of f icer ,  Wi tness C.  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners .     

 “ I  then in formed Mr Mat la la that  I  was 

going to conf iscate the f i rearms for  

inqui ry and bal l i s t ic  test ing purposes .    

I  then requested a photographer to  

process and package the f i rearms .    I  

then,  together  wi th the photographer,  10 

proceeded to Brook lyn SAPS and 

booked in  the aforement ioned f i rearms 

in to the SAPS13 as per  SAPS13 

number 661/2024.    The deta i l s  of  the  

f i rearms are as fo l lows :  9mm Taurus 

wi th ser ia l  number ACB576166 ,   sealed 

in  a forensic  seal  bag number 

PAD002374648;   second i tem,  9mm 

Taurus wi th ser ia l  number ACB576168,  

sealed in  a forensic seal  bag number  20 

PAD002374647;  th i rd i tem i t  i s  a 9mm 

Beret ta wi th ser ia l  number BER480751 ,  

sealed in  a forensic  seal  bag number  

PA4500160252;  i tem number four  i t  is 

R5 r i f le  wi th  ser ia l  number 2055045 ,  
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sealed in  a forensic seal  bag number  

PAR40041207;  the last  i tem,  which is  

i tem number 5,  is  R5 r i f le  wi th  ser ia l  

number 2010724,  sealed in  a forensic  

seal  bag number PAR400412082 . ”  

Commissioners,  I  can te l l  you that  I tem 1,  2,  4 ,  5 ,  

these are the f i rearms that  belong to CAT VIP Protect ion  

Serv ices.    I tem number i t  is  Mr Vusimusi  Mat la la 's  personal  

f i rearm.    Thank you,  Commissioners.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C .    I f  I  can then 10 

conf i rm that  based on your af f idav i t  a t tached as Annexure  

WC2,  the f ive f i rearms that  you seized at  Mr  Mat la la 's 

res idence were therefore proper ly  booked in to SAP13 at  the  

Brooklyn Pol ice S tat ion .    Is  that  correct?  

WITNESS C :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C .    

WITNESS C :    Thank you.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Commissioners,  I  note that  the copy 

of  Annexure WC2 in your f i le ,  the af f idavi t  is  unsigned,  but  

we have located a f ina l  and s igned vers ion and we wi l l  20 

update your f i les over  lunch .    The documents are ident ica l .    

I t  was just  a  mat ter  of  sourc ing the  s igned af f idavi t .    Thank 

you.    P lease then proceed,  Wi tness C ,  f rom paragraph 

47.3.  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners .    A t  the house of ,  
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a t  the premises of  Mr Mat la la,  I  took a l is t  for  the ,  for  a l l  the 

ind iv iduals,  inc luding the k ids,  that  were in  the residence ,  

which inc luded four  ch i ldren,  Commissioners.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    P lease proceed,  Wi tness C.  

WITNESS C :    Then,  on the next  day,  which was l ike,  I  th ink  

i t  was around 20 minutes past  12 a t  n ight ,  we proceeded to 

Brooklyn SAPS,  whereby the i tems as I  have read out  as 

pay Annexure WC2,  were booked proper ly  and an inqui ry,  

as per  inqui ry,  Brooklyn  1/12/2024 was registered.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C .    And in  terms 10 

of  paragraph 49.  

CHAIRPERSON :    For  what  purpose were these booked,  the 

cel lphones?  

WITNESS C :    The cel lphones were  a lso booked in  the same 

SAP13 number 661 /2024.     

CHAIRPERSON :    For  what  purpose?  

WITNESS C :    For  downloading and invest igat ion purposes,  

Commissioners,  as we have f i rs t  acqui red consent  f rom Mr  

and Mrs Mata la fo r  the i r  phones to be downloaded.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  20 

WITNESS C :    And those cel lphones were booked in  as per  

SAP number 661 and a lso immediate ly booked out  as per  

the same SAP13 number for  invest igat ion purposes.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C .    You then 

state in  paragraph 49 that  the Brooklyn inqu i ry was 
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thereaf ter  assigned to the responsib le Warrant  Of f icer ,  is  

that  cor rect?  

WITNESS C :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.     

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    P lease then take the Commission 

through the contents of  paragraph 50,  in  par t i cu lar  the  

events of  the 12 t h  o f  December 2024.  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners .    On the 8 t h  o f  

December,  I  handed the cel lphones to  our  Cybercr ime 

experts  fo r  downloading purposes  And they were returned to 

me on the 11 t h  of  December,  2024,  and wi th the report  that  10 

the cel lphones  were never,  were not  downloaded,  

downloaded our  image d and that  serv ices of  the  pr ivate  

sector  were a lso t r ied in  order  to  download those 

cel lphones,  but  they were never  downloaded .    Then 

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Why –  just  a  minute,  just  a  minute,  

Wi tness C.    You say they were not  downloaded .    Were  

they,  i s  i t ,  was i t  a  case of  i t  be ing  unable to  do a download 

or  was i t  a  case of  them simply not  being downloaded ?  In 

your  test imony,  you say they were not  downloaded .    P lease 20 

expla in.  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.    The cel lphones  

were not  downloadable,  Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    They were not  downloadable ?  They were  

not  downloadable ,  is  that  what  you mean?  
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WITNESS C :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja,  because when you say they were not  

downloaded,  i t  suggests that  they were taken there to be 

downloaded,  but  that  was not  done .     

WITNESS C :    Oh,  a l r ight .  

CHAIRPERSON :    And i t  is  d i f fe rent  a l together  i f  i t  was a 

case of  them not  being downloadab le .     

WITNESS C :    No,  thank you,  Commissioners .    This is ,  

these phones were not  downloadable,  which now brought  

me to a conclusion that  as Mr Mat la la has g iven us a f r iend,  10 

an IT specia l i s t  f r iend,  Mr Calv in Rafadi ,  who assis t  h im in 

a l l  h is  IT -re lated needs,  then maybe Mr Rafadi  might  have 

done something or  t ampered the  cel lphones so that  they 

cannot  be downloadable.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Can you p lease,  p lease make me 

understand th is .    Evidence has been led of  a  few wi tnesses 

now who have to ld us what  was found in  Mr Mat la la ’s  

phone.    How was access gained to that ?   Was that  

something other  than what  you sought  to  download  and i f  i t  

was something e lse,  how was that  obta ined?  20 

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners .    I  was of ,  I  

thought  we were st i l l  coming to that  poin t ,  but  

Commissioners,  I  wi l l  put  the  Commission at  ease to say 

that  these phones,  th is  par t i cu la r  phones that  we are  ta lk ing  

about ,  they were  returned to Mr  Mat la la on the  12 t h  o f  
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December 2024.    Fast  forward,  we ar rested Mr Mat la la on  

the 14 t h  o f  May 2025,  and h is phones were conf iscated,  and 

he consented to the search on the cel lphones or  

downloading on the cel lphones.    These phones that  were  

conf iscated on the 14 t h  o f  May were new phones a l together .    

The phones that  I  have returned on the 12 t h  o f  December 

2024,  he in formed me that  he had enjoyed the warmth of  

them being burned,  as he d id  not  t rust  that  the  Pol ice would  

just  g ive h is ce l lphones back wi thout  maybe put t ing 

something,  a l is tening device onto those phones .    So he 10 

burned the phones that  were conf iscated on the  6 t h  o f  

December,  2024.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C .    Then to  

c la r i fy  the exchange between you and the Chai rperson,  

p lease conf i rm that  two sets of  ce l lphones were then taken 

f rom Mr and Mrs  Mat la la ,  the f i rs t  on the 6 t h  o f  December  

f rom the operat ion at  the i r  house ,  and the second 

culminat ing f rom his arrest  in  May of  th is  year .    P lease 

conf i rm i f  that  is  an accurate summat ion of  your  ev idence.  20 

WITNESS C :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Fur ther ,  Wi tness C,  that  you test i f ied 

to return ing the three cel lphones on the 12 t h  o f  December 

2024.    Those,  accord ing to your ev idence,  are the  

cel lphones that  could not  be downloaded by e i ther  the  
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SAPS Cybercr imes uni t  o r  the  pr ivate sector  serv ice  

provider .    Is  that  an accurate ref lec t ion of  your  ev idence?  

WITNESS C :    That  is  an accurate ref lect ion  of  my 

evidence,  Commissioners,  that  the cel lphones tha t  were  

conf iscated or  se ized on the 6 t h  o f  December 2024,  were 

taken to Cybercr imes uni t ,  where  they were not  

downloadable,  and a lso the serv ices of  the pr ivate  sector ,  

where they a lso fa i led to download those cel lphones  as they 

were undownloadable.    Thank you,  Commissioners.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C .    And then 10 

perhaps for  complet ion,  is  i t  an accurate ref lect ion of  your  

ev idence that  upon the ar rest  of  Mr  Mat la la in  May o f  2025,  

he in formed the  ar rest ing of f icers that  he burnt  the 

cel lphones that  you returned to h is  house on the 12 t h  o f  

December .    Is  that  is  that  accurate?  

WITNESS C :    That  i s  very accurate,  Commissioners,  that  

he d id  not  t rust  the Pol ice,  and therefore he thought  the  

Pol ice might  have hacked h is phones .    So,  indeed,  he 

argued that  he he ld that  he had burnt  t he th ree iPhones.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Okay.    Wi tness C,  my f ina l  quest ion 20 

wi th reference to  paragraph 15,  your  ev idence has been 

that  these three iPhones were incapable of  being 

downloaded.    In  your  years of  exper ience as a Detect ive,  

have you ever  come across such a s i tuat ion where 

cel lphones are incapable of  being  downloaded by both the  
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SAPS as wel l  as pr ivate sector  serv ice providers?  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners .    I  have made 

submissions to,  I  have submit ted the cel lphones previously  

to  our  Cybercr ime department  fo r  downloading  and th is  was 

my f i rs t  t ime to exper ience a phone that  is  undownloadable ,  

Commissioners.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Wi tness C,  in  paragraph 51 of  your  

wi tness statement ,  you set  out  cer ta in conclus ions or  

ref lect ions that  you drew fo l lowing f rom the operat ion  at  Mr 

Mat la la 's  res idence .    Could  you p lease take the  10 

Commission th rough the contents  of  paragraph 51 in  your  

own words?  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners .    When one says 

th ings,  i t  is  our  duty,  as in  the leaders,  to  invest igate the 

veraci ty  o r  the t ruthfu lness of  such avers ions .    So we 

indeed went  back and star ted doing invest igat ions .    One of  

i t  was that  per ta in ing the 1,2 b i l l ion tender that  Mr Mat la la  

sa id he had wi th  SAPS,  we found that  indeed,  he had the 

tender wi th SAPS and that  tender was to the value  of  360 

mi l l ion .   And fu r thermore,  despi te  the fact  that  Mr  Mat la la 20 

had a lo t  o f  cases that  were once opened against  h im and 

then a lso the cr iminal  record that  he had ,  he had indeed 

c lose re lat ionships wi th the senior  SAP of f ic ia ls .    And the 

other  fact  is  that  for  h im to be in formed of  our  debr ie f ing at  

the STF of f ices and our  departure  f rom STF of f ices to h is  
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house,  i t  shows that  he is  wel l  aware of  a l l  the operat ions 

that  we as SAPS do have as he is  wel l  connected wi th the 

h igh- ranking of f ic ia ls  of  the SAPS.     

And the fact  that  Mr Given Makofane came a few 

minutes af ter  our  ar r iva l ,  my conclusion is  that  by the t ime 

that  Mr Mat la la was in formed of  our  b r ie f ing that  we were 

coming to h is ,  no,  we were doing a br ie f ing  at  the  STF 

of f ices.    That  gave h im ample t ime to move Mr Boshoga,  as  

we were of  a  fu l l  be l ie f  that  Mr Boshoga was there ,  was 

held at  Mr Mat la la 's  house .    And the ar r iva l  o f  Given 10 

Makofane was,  G iven Makofane was coming there to fe tch 

Mr Mat la la to  avo id being quest ioned or  in te rv iewed by the  

Pol ice .     

Fur thermore,  the genera l  worker  Mr Yusufu  

Mutupanyama,  when we asked of  h is  boss and he ind icated 

that  h is  boss was not  there,  i t  is  my bel ie f  that  Mr  Mat la la  

had a l ready in formed h is genera l  worker  that  he was 

leaving.    So i t  was h is bel ie f  that  the boss had a l ready le f t  

the house.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C .    Wi tness C,  20 

that  concludes your ev idence in  so far  as i t  re la tes to the 

operat ion at  the  Mat la la res idence .    Unless there  is  an  

addi t ional  observat ion you would l i ke  to  make,  I  would then 

inv i te  us to  turn  to  page 20 of  your  wi tness sta tement .    

Page 20,  p lease.  
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WITNESS C :    Thank you,  I  have turned to page 20 of  my 

wi tness statement .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you.    Wi tness C,  commencing 

at  paragraph 52 ,  p lease conf i rm to  the Commission the date 

on which Mr Kat iso Molefe  was arrested and who h is  co-

accused are.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ms Mot lhasedi ,  wi th  regards to  theme 

one,  you actual ly  read the theme into the record in  fu l l .    

You do not  want  to  do the same?  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you fo r  the guidance,  10 

Chai rperson.    Wi tness C,  theme 2 begins on page 20 .    I t  is 

t i t led  “The 12 t h  o f  December 2024 ra id on the pr ison cel l  o f  

Mr Kat iso Molefe” .    I  wi l l  then repeat  the quest ion to you,  

Wi tness C.    P lease turn to  paragraph 52 and in form the  

Commission when Mr Molefe  was ar rested and who h is co -

accused are in  respect  of  the re levant  CAS number.  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners .    On the 6 t h  

December  2024,  the GCI  Ops we conducted para l le l  

operat ions,  one being the search of  Mr B oshoga at  Mr  

Mat la la 's  house,  another  one ,  execut ion of  J50 warrant  of  20 

ar rest  on Mr Kat iso Molefe  at  Sandhurst ,  and another  being 

the execut ion of  a  J50 warrant  of  a rrest  of  Mr Lucky 

Boi tumelo Molefe  at  Wi tboord j ies.    So on th is  para l le l  

operat ion  …[no sound] .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    P lease cont inue ,  Wi tness C.  



    24 OCTOBER 2025 – DAY 19 
 

Page 56  o f  104  

 

 

WITNESS C :    And he was charged as a suspect  number 4 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Wi tness C,  Wi tness C,  p lease repeat  

a few sentences back .    I  th ink  we lost  you for  a short  

moment .    P lease repeat  your  answer.  

WITNESS C :    Thank you.    As I  have ind icated that  we had 

three para l le l  operat ions on the 6 t h  o f  December ,  the 

successfu l  operat ion was on the execut ion of  J5 0 warrant  of  

ar rest  for  Mr Kat iso Molefe at  Sandhurst .    He was then 

subsequent ly  charged as accused number 4 ,  as per  10 

Vereenig ing CAS 275/4/2024,  which is  the murder  of  Mr  

Armand Swartz  in  Vereenig ing  and he was charged 

a longside the Pol ice  Of f i c ia l ,  the ex -Warrant  Of f icer  Michael  

Phule Tau,  Musa Kekana and Tiego F loyd AKA Danny 

Mabusela.     

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    P lease proceed in to paragraph 53.  

WITNESS C :    So,  af te r  our  operat ions at  the residence of  

Mr Mat la la ,  then I  jo ined the team, the GCI  Ops team, in  the  

case whereby now we were of f i c ia l ly  charg ing Mr  Kat iso 

Molefe and a lso cont inued searching fo r  Mr Lucky Bo i tumelo  20 

Molefe.    Then Mr Molefe  then appeared fo r  h is  f i rs t  

appearance on the 9 t h  o f  December at  Vereenig ing court  

and he was remanded in  custody ,  and was incarcerated at  

Groenpunt  Correc t ional  Faci l i t y .     

On the 12 t h  o f  December,  I  received an in te l  that  
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Kat iso was in  possession of  a  ce l lphone whi ls t  he is  

incarcerated .    I  then proceeded to Groenpunt  Correct ional  

Faci l i ty ,  whereby a search to h is  ce l l  was conducted .    In  

h is  ce l l ,  we d id  not  f ind any cont raband and/or  a ce l lphone .    

Instead,  we found h im in possession of  h is  not ice of  r ights .    

as  they were handed over to  h im upon h is ar rest ,  wi th  the  

cel lphone numbers that  he had wr i t ten on the back  and the 

warrant  of  arrest ,  the J50 warrant  of  arrest ,  inc luding a 

statement  that  was prepared in  support  o f  the warrant  of  

ar rest  by Wi tness B ,  as wel l  as a set  of  new Polo t racksui ts .     10 

Then I  quest ioned h im of  these i tems ,  more  

especia l l y  wi th  the statement  or  an af f idavi t  by Wi tness B 

as to how did he get  hold of  the af f idavi t ,  because the 

d isc losure of  the docket  has  not  been done as yet ,  and he 

ind icated that  he was g iven the af f idavi t  by h is  legal  

representat ive .    And per ta in ing the t racksui ts ,  he in formed 

us that  the t racksui ts  were brought  to  h im by an SAPS 

of f ic ia l ,  B r igadier  Nkhwashu of  Sedibeng Sector .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wi tness C,  sorry,  Wi tness C,  you said 

something about  h is  explanat ion where he got  the J50 fo rm 20 

and the statement  in  support  o f  the appl icat ion  for  a 

warrant .    Can you p lease repeat  that ?  I  misunderstood 

something,  I  th ink .  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners .    Yes,  when I  

asked h im where  he got  the copy of  the J50 and more  
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especia l l y  the af f idavi t  by Wi tness B in  support  o r  in ,  for  the  

appl icat ion fo r  the J50 warrant  of  an ar rest ,  he ind icated 

that  he had obta ined i t  f rom his legal  representat ive .    

Thank you.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    In  the normal  course of  th ings,  would  

the legal  representat ives have been provided wi th a  J,  

proper ly  been provided wi th a J50 form and statement  by 

that  point ,  by that  date?  

WITNESS C :    No,  Commissioners .    Normal ly  the  legal  

representat ive wi l l  be provided wi th  a copy of  a  J50 warrant  10 

of  an ar rest ,  not  the support ing af f idavi t ,  Commissioners.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C .    You were st i l l  

busy wi th the contents of  paragraph 55,  p lease.  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners .    This avers ion  

by Mr Molefe tha t  a Br igadier  brought  h im the t racksui ts ,  I  

found i t  wor ry ing that  a suspect  tha t  is  a l leged to have been 

involved in  a ser ious cr ime l i ke th is ,  why would a Br igadier  

who has no invo lvement  in  the invest igat ion of  the case 

would v is i t  such an accused person ?  And we then took 20 

steps in  invest iga t ing that  to  f ind ,  to  check i f  th is  i s  real ly  

t rue that  the Br igadier  had indeed at tended to Groenpunt  

Cor rect ional  Faci l i ty  to  v is i t  the accused person.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C .    Before you 

in form the Commission what  inqui r ies you made at  the  
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pr ison,  p lease conf i rm whether  you had come across or  

were aware of  Br igadier  Nkhwashu  pr ior  to  h is  name being 

ment ioned that  day at  Groenpunt  Faci l i ty .  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners .    As I  have 

ind icated that  when I  jo ined the GCI  Ops,  I  was br ie fed of  

the,  and the th ings that  happened between the invest igat ing 

of f icers and the senior  pol i ce management .    So on one of  

the i r  encounters,  I  learned that  there is ,  there was an 

ind iv idual  by the name of  Br igadier  Nkhwashu  who showed 

in terest  in  the case .    Thank you,  Commissioners.  10 

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.    You can 

proceed to deta i l  the contents of  paragraph 56,  p lease.  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners .    Yes,  inqui r ies 

were made at  the  pr ison,  Groenpunt ,  and we were in formed 

that  indeed,  on the 9 t h  o f  December 2024,  a person who 

became known to them or  who in t roduced h imsel f  as 

Br igadier  Nkhwashu and a brother - in- law of  Mr  Kat iso 

Molefe came to the pr ison,  and he was in  possession of  

food and c loth ing .     And upon h is ar r iva l ,  he ind icated that  

h is  b rother - in - law,  Mr Kat iso Mole fe ,  was arrested at  the 20 

a i rpor t ,  and there fore he was never af forded an opportuni ty  

to  get  i tems l ike c lothes,  to i le t ry  stuf f ,  so there fore he 

would want  to  see the incarcerated person who is  Mr Kat iso 

Molefe.     

So i t  is  sa id that  Br igadier  Nkhwashu was advised 
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that  h is  v is i t  a t  the correct ional  fac i l i ty ,  i t  was af ter  normal  

work ing hours ,  therefore,  he wi l l  not  be able to  see h is  

brother - in - law,  Mr Kat iso Molefe.    And by that ,  then the 

pr ison of f ic ia ls  can only take the  c lothes,  as food is  not  

a l lowed in to the pr ison fac i l i t y .    Fur thermore,  the of f ic ia ls  

of  the pr ison,  they ind icated that  they found i t  very worry ing 

that  a senior  of f ic ia l  a t  the level  o f  a  Br igadier  came to the  

pr ison,  dr iv ing in  a motor  vehic le  wi th which  the number 

p lates had been removed.   So then that  is  one of  the th ings 

that  puzzles them.  And I  a lso got  wor r ied to say that  why 10 

would a senior  of f ic ia l  a t  the capaci ty  of  a  Br igadier  go to a 

Government  inst i tu t ion wi th a motor  vehic le that  the number 

p lates have been removed.   Thank you,  Commissioners.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Wi tness C.   

At  paragraph 57 of  your  statement ,  you make reference to  

an Annexure WC3.   These are the statements  of  pr ison 

of f ic ia ls .   Wi tness C,  before deta i l ing the  contents  of  these 

statements,  can I  ask the Commissioners,  as  wel l  as 

yourselves,  to  p lease turn to  page 10 of  the annexure 

bundle,  page 10.   Are you there,  Wi tness C?  20 

WITNESS C :    I  am there,  Commiss ioners.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you.   Wi tness C,  can you 

conf i rm that  these statements of  the pr ison of f ic ia ls  were  

taken in  the context  of  the inqui r ies that  you made 

concern ing the v is i t  o f  Br igadier  Nkhwashu to Mr  Kat iso 
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Molefe.  

WITNESS C :    That  is  correc t ,  Commissioners.   The 

statements were taken by us for  the inqui ry per ta in ing the 

v is i t  o f  Br igadier  Nkhwashu at  the Groenpunt  Cor rect ional  

Cent re.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   We are now 

on page 10 of  the  annexure bundle.   I t  is  a lso being f l ighted 

here in  the audi tor ium.   Wi tness C,  we have redacted the  

name of  the deponent  to  that  af f idavi t ,  but  could you p lease 

read the t i t le  in  paragraph 1 of  the ind iv idual  who makes 10 

th is  af f idavi t ,  the i r  t i t le  at  Groenpunt .  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   This ind iv idual  

ind icated that  he is  an Assistant  Di rector  in  the Department  

of  Correct ional  Serv ices,  s tat ioned at  Groenpunt  Maximum 

Correct ional  Cent re.   Thank you.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Wi tness C,  could you then read the 

contents of  paragraph 3 of  that  af f idavi t .  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.    

 “At  my of f ice,  the unknown Afr ican 

male in t roduced h imsel f  to  me.”  20 

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Wi tness C,  Wi tness C,  my apologies.   

Could you p ick i t  up f rom paragraph 2 to provide context?  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.  

 “On 9 December 2024,  at  about  15:50,  

I  was of f ic ia l l y  on duty when I  no t iced 
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an Af r ican male  through my of f ice  

window being escorted f rom the gate.   

At that  t ime,  Mr …”  

 I  wi l l  not ,  I  am sorry,  Commissioners,  I  wi l l  not  make 

ment ion of  the name.   

 “At  that  t ime Mr Dees,  the Centre 

Coordinator  /  S taf f  Support ,  was an 

act ing head of  Cor rect ional  Serv ice  

Centre,  and the  a foresaid Af r ican male  

wear ing c iv i l ian c loth ing was taken to  10 

the of f ice of  Mr Dees.   Later  on,  at  the  

passage,  I  heard people ta lk ing,  saying 

that  the aforement ioned male was,  in  

fact ,  looking fo r  me.   I  then went  out  of  

my of f ice and walked towards the  

sta i rs .   And as I  was walk ing,  I  saw 

both Mr Dees and the Af r ican male 

looking at  me.   As they approached me,  

Mr Dees said to  the unknown-Afr ican 

male,  he wi l l  assist  you,  point ing at  20 

me.   I  then greeted the said male  and 

took h im to my of f ice. ”  

 Paragraph 3.    

 “At  my of f ice,  the unknown Afr ican 

male then in t roduced h imsel f  to  me as 
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Br igadier  Nkhwashu,  and he fu r ther  

in formed me that  he came to v is i t  one 

awai t ing a t r ia l  deta inee,  Kat iso  

Molefe.   He was a lso br ing ing c lothes  

and food for  Kat iso Molefe.   At  that  

t ime,  i t  was a l ready la te and I  in formed 

Br igadier  Nkhwashu that  the  

Correct ional  Cent re is  a l ready c losed 

therefore,  he wi l l  not  be able to  see the  

deta inee,  Kat iso  Molefe and/or  to  g ive 10 

h im c lothes and food.   I  fu r ther  asked 

Br igadier  Nkhwashu as to who referred  

h im to me,  and h is response was that  

he was refer red  to me by the Area 

Commissioner,  Mr X,  that  I  wi l l  ass ist  

him.”  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Wi tness C,  p lease a lso read 

paragraph 4.   Thank you.  

WITNESS C :    Paragraph 4.   

 “Br igadier  Nkhwashu to ld me that  he  20 

was having t racksui ts ,  T -shi r ts ,  and 

food that  he wanted to hand over  to  

Kat iso Molefe.   I  then to ld  h im that  

food is  not  a l lowed as the Correct ional  

Cent re is  a l ready c losed,  as the  t ime 
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was approximate ly 15:55.   Br igadier  

Nkhwashu d id not  have a problem,  and 

I  went  wi th  h im to h is  car  through the  

gate in  order  to  co l lect  the c lothes.   We 

went  to  a BMW, though I  am not  sure 

whether  i t  is  an X3 or  X5,  but  whi te in  

co lour  wi thout  numberplates.   He gave 

me brand new t racksui ts  and a T -shi r t ,  

and I  searched the c lothes in  h is  

presence.   I  then in formed h im that  the  10 

clothes were f ine,  and he then le f t . ”  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you.  

WITNESS C :    Paragraph 5.  

 “On 10 December 2024,  I  ca l led Ms Y  

at  the Uni t  P4 to  come and col lec t  the 

t racksui ts  and T -shi r t .   She indeed 

came.   I  then requested her  to  search 

the c lothes f i rs t ,  and she d id so.   The 

t racksui ts  were brand new,  b lue  and 

orange in  co lour ,  and I  cannot  recal l  20 

what  label  were they,  and the T -shi r t  

was orange in  co lour .   I  fur ther  

in formed Ms Y that  i f  the deta inee,  

Kat iso Molefe,  does not  know Br igadier  

Nkhwashu,  he  must  not  accept  the 
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c lo thes,  and they must  be returned 

back to me.   However,  the c lothes were 

never brought  back to  me,  and I  

concluded that  Kat iso Molefe knows 

Brigadier  Nkhwashu. ”  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you.  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioner.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   Can I  ask  you 

then to  turn to  page 13 of  the  annexure bundle.   I t  is  the  

next  af f idavi t ,  page 13.  10 

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  I  am there.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you.   We have redacted again  

the ident i ty  of  the  deponent ,  but  I  wi l l  ask you to f i rs t ly  te l l  

the Commission  the t i t le  occupied by th is  ind iv idual  a t  

Groenpunt ,  and then to p lease read the paragraph 

beginning “on Monday”.   Thank you.  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   The t i t le  here  

says,  a Warrant  Of f icer  in  the Department  of  Correct ional  

Serv ices at tached to Groenpunt  Maximum Correct ional  

Cent re.   The statement  reads as fo l lows.   20 

 “On Monday,  2024 -12-09,  at  about  

15:50,  I  was of f ic ia l l y  on duty by  the  

lockers outs ide the f ront  gate busy wi th  

my cel lphone.   I  saw a whi te b ig  car  

and there was a gent leman who came 
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out  of  the car  and greeted me.”  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ms Mot lhasedi ,  I  am just  th ink ing  that  we 

get  the upshot  of  a l l  th is  f rom the summary that  has been 

g iven by Wi tness C.   Let  me just  ask th is  quest ion,  perhaps.   

Wi tness C,  who took or  who wrote or  who took down the  

af f idavi ts?  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   The f i rs t  

a f f idavi t  that  I  read,  i t  was taken by Wi tness A.   The one 

that  I  was busy reading was taken by me,  Wi tness  C,  and 

the th i rd one was a lso taken by me,  Wi tness C.    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .   But  is  i t  cor rect  that  what  they 

ref lect  even though i t  may be f rom these d i f ferent  

perspect ives,  is  i t  cor rect  that  in  your  statement  you g ive us 

the upshot  of  what  these af f idavi ts  say,  i s  that  correc t?  

WITNESS C :    Yes,  Commissioners ,  i t  is  cor rect .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   Ms Mot lhasedi ,  seeing that  they are  

referred to and of  course,  maybe in  h is  test imony,  

Wi tnesses C may have to refer  to  each one of  them and 

then i t  may be le f t  to  us to  actual ly  read the content  of  each 

one of  them rather  than us going th rough a l l  o f  them.   20 

Would you be f ine  wi th that?  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   One of  the 

purposes of  a t taching the af f idavi ts  f rom the pr ison of f ic ia ls  

was in  order  to  have the wi tness take the Commission 

through the inaccurate vers ions or  at  least  the inaccurate  



    24 OCTOBER 2025 – DAY 19 
 

Page 67  o f  104  

 

 

a l legat ions that  were made by the Br igadier  when he 

at tended to the fac i l i ty .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am not  at  a l l ,  I  am not  at  a l l  query ing  

the fact  o f  the i r  a t tachment ,  not  at  a l l .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Okay.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  accept  that  and I  understand that .   So i t  

is  just  whether  we should go th rough them one by one.   And 

I  th ink for  purposes of  the evidence here,  i t  is  enough i f  the 

wi tness says that  he has to ld us the upshot  of  what  they 

say.   And i f  they are ident i f ied in  test imony here,  we wi l l  go 10 

to each one of  them and read each one of  them.  Would you 

be happy wi th tha t?  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   That  i s  in  

order.   I  wi l l  then …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Unless there is  one in  par t icu la r  or  two or  

whatever  where you want  to  draw our at tent ion to a speci f ic  

aspect  for  whatever  reason.   But  i f  there is  noth ing 

par t icu lar ,  we wi l l  def in i te ly  look at  them more c losely.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  20 

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Could I  wrap up just  two more 

paragraphs wi th reference to th is  i ssue of  the af f idavi ts  of  

the present  of f ic ia ls ,  and then we wi l l  conclude th is  theme.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you.   Wi tness C,  cou ld I  ask  
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you then to turn to  page 15 of  the annexure bundle.   This 

wi l l  be the f ina l  a f f idavi t  we look at ,  page 15.   

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners,  I  am on page 15.   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you.   You wi l l  see again we 

have redacted the  ident i ty  of  the deponent .   The t i t le  of  the,  

the t i t le  held by the deponent  is  captured in  paragraph 2.   

Could you br ie f l y  record i t  for  the Commission?  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   Area 

Commissioner by the Department  of  Correct ional  Serv ices.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you.  10 

WITNESS C :    By the Correct ional  Cent re.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   In  an  at tempt  

to  be br ie f ,  I  wi l l  then draw your at tent ion to paragraph 4 of  

that  af f idavi t .  

WITNESS C :    Thank you.   Should I  read i t  in to the record?  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    P lease.  

WITNESS C :    Thank you.   

 “2024 -12-09,  when I  received the 

phone cal l  f rom Br igadier  Nkhwashu at  

about  13:24,  he  asked permission to  20 

br ing c lothes to h is  b rother - in- law,  who 

was ar rested at  a i rpor t  same day 2024 -

12-09,  and appeared at  Vereen ig ing 

Court  and was remanded to Groenpunt  

Pr ison.   I  f i rs t  to ld  h im that  i f  he is  an  
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awai t ing t r ibe  pr isoner f rom 

Vereenig ing Court ,  he would most  

probably be remanded to Leeuhof  

Pr ison.   However ,  he assured me that  

h is  brother - in - law was remanded to 

Groenpunt ,  and h is  name is  Kat iso 

Molefe. ”  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   In  re ference 

to the contents of  paragraph 4 of  that  af f idavi t ,  p lease 

remind the Commission the  date  on which  Mr  Molefe was 10 

actual ly  a rrested versus the date  provided to the  pr ison 

of f ic ia l  in  terms o f  paragraph 4.  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   Mr  Kat iso 

Molefe was ar res ted on 6 December 2024 at  h is  house in  

Sandhurst .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   Is  i t  then 

correct  -  thank you,  Wi tness C.   The f ina l  quest ion I  have 

on th is  aspect  is ,  accord ing to the inqui r ies that  you then 

made,  i s  Br igadier  Nkhwashu in  fac t  the brother - in - law of  Mr 

Molefe,  accord ing  to Mr Molefe h imsel f?  20 

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   One of  the  

pr ison of f ic ia ls ,  the Deputy Di rector ,  on the fo l lowing day he 

went  to  Kat iso Molefe and asked i f  Mr Molefe was re lated to 

h im,  to  Br igadier  Nkhwashu,  and h is response was that  they 

were not  re lated.   Thank you,  Commissioners.  
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ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   For  

complet ion,  can I ,  can you p lease conf i rm then that  the  

af f idavi t  you are referr ing to is  annexed as WC4,  refer red to  

in  paragraph 59 o f  your  statement ,  is  that  correct?  

WITNESS C :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Wi tness C,  do you know i f  Br igadier  

Nkhwashu is  re lated to Mr Kat iso Molefe ’s g i r l f r iend?  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   Accord ing to the  

invest igat ion that  we made,  Mr Nkhwashu is  not  re lated to  

Kat iso 's  g i r l f r iend at  a l l ,  though that  Kat iso Molefe 's  10 

g i r l f r iend had a re lat ionship wi th a  person who was re lated 

to Br igadier  Nkhwashu.   So,  there is  no re la t ionship 

between the two.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wi tness C,  do awai t ing t r ia l  deta inees 

on the day that  they have come f rom court ,  the f i rs t  day that  

they are in  pr ison,  as in  th is  case,  and I  asked the quest ion,  

I  am aware that  Mr Molefe was ar rested on the 6 t h ,  but  

Br igadier  Nkhwashu te l l s  a l l  these pr ison of f ic ia ls  that  he 

was ar rested on the 9 t h ,  which is  the very day that  he asks 

to see th is  pr isoner,  is  that  what  happens normal ly ,  that  20 

people are taken in  on day one,  awai t ing t r ia l ,  and they are  

permi t ted v is i tors?  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   This is  odd 

because normal ly  there are cer ta in days that  a re set  fo r  

v is i ta t ions at  p r isons.   So i t  is  not  normal  that  an awai t ing 
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t r ia l  deta inee on h is incarcerat ion date receives v is i tors.   

So …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  p lease car ry on.  

WITNESS C :    My take on th is  i s  that  Br igadier  Nkhwashu is  

an act ing Area Commissioner at  Sedibeng d ist r i c t  and he 

used h is rank to gain access to the pr ison for  wrong 

reasons.   Thank you,  Commissioners.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And the pr ison of f ic ia ls  were prepared  

to  a l low h im to see the pr isoner because of  h is  rank,  even 

though i t  was not  a day to v is i t .    10 

WITNESS C :    [ Ind ist inct ]… [ in tervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Is  that  a fa i r  comment?  

WITNESS C :    … Br igadier  Nkhwashu might  had have 

arr ived at  the pr ison before the c losure of  the cor rect ional  

fac i l i t y  they would  have a l lowed h im to see h im.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

WITNESS C :    And i t  is  just  unfor tunate on h is par t  that  the  

t ime that  he ar r ived,  the pr ison was a l ready c losed and they 

could only take the c loth ing.   Thank you,  Commissioners.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  20 

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   My col league 

is  going to pro jec t  an image on the  screen.   Could I  ask that  

you have regard to i t?  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Wi tness C,  are you able to  see the  
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image being pro jected?  

WITNESS C :    No,  Commissioners.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Just  hold on,  p lease.   Wi tness C,  

whi le  we are work ing on set t ing up the image and get t ing i t  

shared fo r  you,  we are a lmost  at  the end of  theme two.   I  

would then ask you to tu rn to  -  thank you,  Wi tness C,  we 

have got  the image up on our  s ide.   P lease conf i rm that  i t  is  

c lear  and v is ib le on your s ide.  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.    10 

WITNESS C :    I t  is  very c lear  on my s ide.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   A re you 

fami l ia r  wi th  th is  image and are  you able to  in form the  

Commission about  the source of  th is  image in  l igh t  of  the 

inqui r ies that  you took?  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   This image has 

been downloaded.   I t  is  coming f rom a v ideo footage f rom 

Groenpunt  Pr ison on the date 9 t h  December 2024,  which  

was a Monday at  15:50:42 seconds and i t  is  depict ing two 

pr ison of f ic ia ls  and the man in  the whi te sh i r t  wear ing 20 

g lasses is  known to us as Br igadier  Nkhwashu.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Is  that  what  you were in formed by the  

pr ison of f ic ia ls?  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.  
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CHAIRPERSON :    That  is  that  the man in  a whi te  sh i r t  i s  

Br igadier  Nkhwashu.  

WITNESS C :    Commissioners,  when looking at  the footage,  

I  need not  to  be in formed by a person other  than mysel f  that  

I  have ident i f ied  the man in  a whi te sh i r t  as Br igadier  

Nkhwashu as I  know him.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Wi tness C,  I  have one f ina l  quest ion 

for  you on th is  aspect ,  but  p lease look at  the image 10 

current ly  being d isp layed.   Thank you,  Wi tness C.   In  the 

ser ies  of  the st i l l  photographs that  have been provided,  

p lease descr ibe to the Commission  the colour  and the make 

of  the vehic le that  is  there seen in  the image on the screen.  

WITNESS C:   Thank you,  Commissioners.   I  see two 

vehic les,  one which is  a Ford Bantam,  s i lver  in  co lour ,  and 

one is  a BMW SUV, whi te in  co lour .   Though I  can,  f rom the 

d istance that  I  am at ,  I  cannot  spec i fy  whether  i t  is  an X3 or  

i t  is  an X5.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   And that  is  20 

…[intervenes] .  

WITNESS C :    And there is  a person who appears to  be 

approaching that  car .   Are you able  to  te l l  who that  is?  

WITNESS C :    I  s t i l l  can te l l  that  the person approaching 

the car  i s  the same Br igadier  Nkhwashu.   Thank you,  
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Commissioners.   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   Wi tness C,  i s  

i t  then correct  that  the make and the colour  of  the car  that  

you have descr ibed as being in  the photograph accords wi th 

the in format ion provided to you by the pr ison of f ic ia ls  

dur ing your inqui r ies?  

WITNESS C :    That  is  cor rect .   The pr ison of f ic ia ls  has 

ind icated that  Br igadier  Nkhwashu came in dr iv ing a BMW 

SUV and i t  conf i rms as to what  is  depicted on the p ictu re.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   That  br ings us  10 

to the c lose of  theme two.   I  would  then just  ask you to read 

or  descr ibe in  your  own words the  contents of  paragraph 60 

at  the foot  of  that  page.  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.    

 “Af ter  seeing that  indeed Br igadier  

Nkhwashu,  a h igh - ranking of f ic ia l  and 

Act ing Area Commissioner of  Sedibeng 

d ist r ic t  had used fa lse in format ion,  

concealed h is reg ist rat ion number,  and 

went  to  the pr ison,  …[ indist inct ]  that  20 

Kat iso Molefe was h is brother - in - law 

and was arrested on the same day at  

the a i rpor t ,  I  wou ld say that  th is  b r ings 

a lo t  o f  doubt  in to our  system,  in to our  

SAPS system.   And i t  fee ls bad fo r  us,  
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the lower- ranking of f i c ia ls ,  who are  

doing a l l  in  our  powers,  a l l  we can to 

br ing just ice to  the communi ty  and 

seeing senior  of f ic ia ls  associa t ing 

themselves wi th the a l leged cr iminals 

and the a l leged cr iminal  syndicates. ”  

 Thank you.    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Wi tness C.   

Commissioners,  that  then br ings us to theme three at  the 

beginning of  page 22.   I  wi l l  read i t  in to the record.   Theme 10 

3 re lates to the events of  the 17 t h  o f  December 2024,  as  

wel l  as the manhunt  fo r  Lucky Boi tumelo Molefe.   Wi tness 

C,  a re you at  page 22,  paragraph 61,  p lease?  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  I  am at  page number 22,  

paragraph 61.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   In  your  ear l ier  

ev idence to the Commission,  you test i f ied that  one of  the 

operat ions scheduled for  the 6 t h  o f  December 2024 was the 

ar rest  of  Mr Lucky Molefe.   Is  that  correct?  

WITNESS C :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.  20 

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    P lease in form the Commission of  the  

outcome of  that  operat ion.   Was i t  successfu l?  Did you 

ar rest  the in tended Mr Lucky Molefe?  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   The operat ion  

on Mr Lucky Molefe was unsuccessfu l  because he evaded 
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the Pol ice.   He was not  arrested on that  day.   So even as 

we speak today,  we are st i l l  in  search o f  h im,   

Commissioners.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   P ick ing up 

f rom paragraph 61,  p lease then in form the Commission what  

steps were taken subsequent  thereto to  physica l ly  br ing Mr 

Lucky Molefe in to  pol ice custody.  

WITNESS C :    Thank you.   This pr ior  the 6 t h  o f  December  

2024,  a warrant  of  an ar rest  had been app l ied fo r  

…[indist inct ]  aga inst  Lucky Boi tumelo Molefe,  who is  a 10 

nephew of  Mr Kat iso Molefe and an employee of  Transnet  

for  the involvement ,  for  h is  involvement  in  the  k i l l ing of  Mr  

Armand Swart  as per  Vereenig ing CAS 275/04/2024.   So on 

that  day,  the 6 t h ,  he was schedu led to come to work,  to  

report  a t  work,  bu t  unfor tunate ly,  he d id not  p i t ch  up at  work 

and we learned that  la ter  on he had submit ted a sor t  o f  a  

le t ter  to  say that  he had t radi t ional  commitments,  that  he  

would not  be report ing to work fo r  some t ime.    

So we cont inued searching for  h im whi ls t  

per fo rming other  dut ies and taskings,  but  then on the s ide,  20 

we have been cont inu ing looking for  h im.   On the 12 t h  o f  

December,  we a lso went  to  Randburg Magist rate Court  for  a 

search warrant  at  Lucky Molefe ’s appointment ,  but  

unfor tunate ly,  the  search warrant  was denied.   We were not  

issued wi th the  search warrant  as the reasons by the 
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Magist rate was that  because i tems that  were l is ted on the  

af f idavi t  were laptops that  belong to Transnet  and the 

Magist rate ind icated that  I  cannot  issue a warrant  of  arrest ,  

I  mean a search warrant  for  the company property.   We can 

have the company to open a thef t  case and then we just  go  

and conf iscate the property i f  the person has been work ing  

f rom home.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Wi tness C.   

Just  for  c lar i t y ,  the search warrant  you sought  was in  

respect  of  Mr Molefe 's  apartment .   Is  that  correct?  10 

WITNESS C :    That  is  correct ,  yes.   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you.   And at  the ta i l  end of  

paragraph 62,  you have test i f ied to the Commission  that  the  

search warrant  you sought  at  Randburg Magist rates Court  

was denied and that  the Magist ra te suggested potent ia l ly  

opening,  Transnet  opening a thef t  case or  you approaching 

h is work manager  at  Transnet .   Is  that  correct?  

WITNESS C :    That  is  correct .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Can I  inqui re whether  any o f  those 

steps were taken in  the course of  looking for  the lap top?  20 

WITNESS C :    Yes,  apparent ly ,  I  no longer recal l  the exact  

date,  but  we made ef fo r ts  wi th the company and th rough the 

invest igat ion department  of  Transnet  that  wi th  the i r  

assistance,  they went  to  the apartment  and they indeed 

seized the i tems,  or  I  wi l l  say they indeed acqui red the two 
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laptops that  belonged to Transnet ,  and subsequent ly  they 

handed over the  laptops to us.   But  i t  was way af ter  

December.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   Just  to  record  

that  your  af f idavi t  in  that  respect  is  at tached as WC5 at  

paragraph 63 of  your  wi tness statement .    

WITNESS C :    That  is  correct .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you.   And Witness C,  p lease 

then cont inue wi th your ev idence f rom paragraph 64 of  your  

statement .  10 

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   Ja,  we d id 

cont inue searching fo r  Lucky Mole fe,  whereby i t  was said 

that  a s is ter  to  Lucky Molefe,  known as Lebohang Molefe,  

knew where Lucky was,  so members d id in tercept  her  and 

she was brought  to  Muldersdr i f t  SAPS.  

CHAIRPERSON ;    What  do you mean by …[ intervenes] .  

WITNESS C :    And …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Wi tness C,  what  do you mean by your 

in terest  o r  other  members in tercepted Ms Lebohang Molefe?  

WITNESS C :    Okay,  Lebohang Molefe was apprehended 20 

and was brought  to  Muldersdr i f t  SAPS for  in terv iewing.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Apprehended as in  ar rested?  

WITNESS C :    Not  arrested,  because she was not  fac ing 

any charges.  

CHAIRPERSON :    She was taken and brought  in  for  
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quest ion ing?  

WITNESS C :    Ja,  and the members  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am not  even sure mysel f  what  th is  

means.   That  is  what  I  have just  sa id.  

WITNESS C :    Okay.  

CHAIRPERSON :    P lease …[ intervenes] .  

WITNESS C :    Commissioners …[ in tervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

WITNESS C :    Okay,  she was approached and she was 

requested to come wi th members to the Muldersdr i f t  SAPS 10 

for  quest ion ing and indeed,  she went  wi th the members to 

Muldersdr i f t  SAPS.   At  the t ime,  o f  her  being approached,  I  

was not  around,  but  I  then jo ined them at  Muldersdr i f t  

SAPS,  whereby I  jo ined Wi tness A and Witness B  in  the  

in terv iew thereof .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   Chai rperson,  I  

see i t  is  one minute before 1 o 'c lock.   Perhaps th is  might  be 

a good t ime for  that  lunch adjournment .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us adjourn and resume at  2pm.   

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 20 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Mot lhasedi .   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   

Chai rperson,  perhaps I  can s tar t  on an issue of  

…[incomplete] .    
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CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry about  that ,  yes.   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   Just  on a 

point  o f  housekeeping,  Chai rperson,  as expla ined,  

Wi tness C has severa l  academic  commitments ear ly  next  

week and a request  was made that  we complete the  

proceedings today at  the c lose of  Theme 4 and a l low h im to 

begin studying and meet  those academic commitments and 

then we resume wi th the balance of  h is  ev idence on the  

30 t h  ,  which would  be next  week,  Thursday.  

CHAIRPERSON :    For  the record,  you do not  want  to  state 10 

what  the commitments are,  or  d id you?  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    I  d id .   My apologies,  Chai rperson.   

They are academic in  nature.   Wi tness -C is  wr i t ing two 

exams ear ly  next  week and has requested an opportuni ty  to  

prepare h imsel f  over  the next  few days and then come back.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

EXAMINATION BY ADV MOTLHASEDI  

(CONTINUES) :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   Wi tness -C,  we 

were making our  way through Theme 3 and pr ior  to  breaking 

for  lunch,  we were at  paragraph 66.   P lease proceed f rom 20 

paragraph 66.   

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   Yes,  at  

Muldersdr i f t  SAPS,  that  is  where  I  jo ined Wi tness A and 

Witness B in  the in terv iewing of  one Lebohang Molefe.   She 

was in  possession of  an iPhone wi th which I  requested her  
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to  hand over  the iPhone to  me and requested her  to  open i t  

or  to  d isable the secur i ty  features.   She d id so,  and 

fur thermore,  I  requested consent  f rom her to  access the  

contents of  the phone.   And she consented again to  that .    

 So,  as I  perused her  phone,  I  establ ished that  she 

shares the geo - l ink  locat ions wi th  Lucky Molefe meaning 

that  she at  a l l  t imes knew where Lucky Molefe was.   Then,  

a lso,  I  have a lso  found a voice note in  her  phone warning 

Lucky Molefe to  keep h is  phones of f  and to stay indoors.   

So,  meaning that  Lebohang knew exact ly  where Lucky was.   10 

As we in tensi f ied  the quest ion ing,  she ended up te l l ing us 

that  the last  t ime she spoke to Lucky he was in  Spru i tv iew,  

Ekurhuleni  Spru i t  so  to  say,  in  Ekurhuleni .   Then we 

requested her  to  take us to Nata lspru i t .   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Wi tness C,  apologies for  the  

in tervent ion.   The voice note that  you make reference to in 

paragraph 66,  can you p lease conf i rm that  that  is  the voice 

note that  was p layed by Wi tness B in  the course of  her  

test imony yesterday?  

WITNESS C :    That  is  cor rect .   I  conf i rm that  is  the same 20 

voice note that  was p layed by the test imony of  Wi tness B.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   P lease 

proceed,  you were d iscussing the  issue of  proceeding to  

Lebohang’s aunt ie 's  house.   

WITNESS C :    Yes,  upon arr iva l  a t  Nata lspru i t ,  the combat  
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members entered,  and they ensured that  i t  was safe  for  the 

detect ion to move in to the proper ty.   A t  the property,  we 

had found the  aunt  to  Lebohang Molefe and other  members 

of  the fami ly .   Amongst  the members of  the fami ly  was one 

male who became known to me as Phomolo Molo i .   And on 

that  day,  on  the 17 t h  o f  December,  i t  was ra in ing heavi ly  so,  

and due to the fact  that  there was not  enough space and/or  

room in that  house,  we had to go to Nata lspru i t  SAPS wi th 

Mr Phomolo Molo i .    

 Whereupon ar r iva l  a t  the  pol ice  stat ion,  we 10 

requested an of f ice,  and we were af forded an of f ice and a 

space to can in terv iew Phomolo Molo i .   So,  as we 

in terv iewed Phomolo,  he ind icated that  he has not  seen 

Lucky Molefe for  a whi le ,  but  he learned f rom his  f r iends 

that  Lucky Molefe  was seen dr iv ing  around Credi  Sect ion in  

Nata lspru i t  in  a whi te A4.    

 So,  af te r  the in terv iew wi th Phomolo,  he was then 

taken back home where he was le f t  wi th  h is  fami ly .   And 

then Lebohang then ind icated that  there is  a character  by 

the name of  Fundiswa Nyangule  who is  a par tner  of  20 

Kat iso  Molefe.   And th is  Fundiswa would know where  

Lucky Molefe is .   So,  then Lebohang,  that  is  when she to ld 

us that  she knows where Fundiswa resides in  Fourways and 

she would l ike to  take us to Fundiswa's house.   In  th is 

Commission,  we …[ intervenes]  
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CHAIRPERSON :    Ms Mot lhasedi ,  sorry,  Wi tness C.   

Wi tness C pronounced the surname the  way i t  should be,  

but  in  the statement ,  i t  is  misspel t  a l l  the way.   Can you 

p lease see to i t  that  i t  is  corrected?  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   There are 

indeed some errors at  paragraph 67 and 8 that  have been 

ident i f ied and wi l l  be corrected.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you.   P lease proceed,  

Wi tness C.   10 

WITNESS C :    Commissioners,  sor ry fo r  in ter ject ing you,  

advocate.   We then indeed proceeded to Fourways to a  

house that  was ident i f ied to us as that  of  

Fundiswa Nyangu le where upon ar r iva l ,  the combat  

members,  as usual ,  entered the house and ensured that  the  

house is  safe and secured for  us to  can enter .   Upon 

gain ing ent rance,  we then found an Af r ican female who 

became known to us as Ms Fundiswa Nyangule.    

 We in t roduced ourselves to her ,  ind icat ing that  we 

are on the look fo r  Mr Lucky Molefe.   And we requested her  20 

that  we would love to search in  the house for  Lucky.   And 

indeed,  she agreed.   She consented that  we searched the 

house.   Indeed,  we searched the house,  but  Lucky Molefe  

was never found in  the house.   We a lso in formed 

Ms Nyangule that  in  one of  the vo ice notes that  we found 
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f rom the iPhone of  Lebohang,  a ce l l  phone that  was f rom 

her,  ind icat ing that  she must  –  Lebohang must  in fo rm Lucky 

to stay indoors and not  to  move around.    

 So,  she was a lso in formed that  fac i l i ta t ing the  

evasion of  arrest  of  a  suspect  amount  to  a  c r iminal  o f fence.   

She then ind icated that  the last  known p lace that  Lucky was 

i t  was at  Standerton to a fami ly  re lat ive.   And she ind icated 

that  she is  not  wel l  fami l iar  wi th  the p lace,  but  Lebohang 

would be the best  person to can po int  out  the said address.   

Wel l ,  a f ter  that ,  we then headed to Standerton,  a long wi th  10 

Lebohang and Ms Nyangule,  where upon arr iva l  a t  the  

house in  Standerton Sakhi le  area,  the combat  members  

gained ent rance in to the property.    

 And when they have secured the  property,  we went  

in  and searched for  Mr Lucky Molefe.   And unfor tunate ly,  

Lucky Molefe was not  found,  and there was nobody in  that  

house.   I  not iced that  the house was f i t ted wi th CCTV 

cameras.   Therefore,  we located the  DVR.  And we seized 

that  DVR.  Whereby,  upon seiz ing the DVR, our  forensic 

experts d id the photographing of  the whole house and of  the  20 

packaging of  the DVR in quest ion.    

 We then proceeded to Sakhi le  SAPS,  whereby an 

OB ent ry was made per ta in ing  to the search that  was 

conducted at  Sakhi le 's  house and the issue per ta in ing  to 

the seiz ing of  the DVR.  Then we went  to  Gauteng 
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…[connect iv i t y  issue] .   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you.   Wi tness C,  whi le  you are 

st i l l  work ing your  way through paragraph 68,  a re you in  a 

posi t ion to in fo rm the Commission about  the outcome of  the  

seized DVR that  was obta ined at  the property in  

Standerton?  

WITNESS C :    A t  the moment ,  I  can say under cor rect ions 

that  we have not  been af forded an opportuni ty  to  look in to  

the contents of  the DVR.   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   Af ter  10 

report ing to the  Sakhi le  SAPS,  p lease then advise the 

Commission on the balance of  the events of  that  day.   

WITNESS C :    Okay,  af te r  report ing at  Sakhi le  SAPS,  the  

forensic experts booked in  and out  the DVR.  Though I  do 

not  have the SAP13 number at  hand.   And we then drove 

back to Gauteng,  where upon ar r iva l  in  Gauteng,  

Lebohang Molefe  and Fundiswa Nyangule were then taken 

back to the i r  respect ive homes.   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   Wi th  

reference to paragraph 69 of  your  wi tness statement ,  do 20 

you conf i rm that  an act ive manhunt ,  an act ive search st i l l  

ensues fo r  Mr  Lucky Molefe t i l l  today?  

WITNESS C :    That  is  cor rect .   We are st i l l  in  search and 

looking fo r  Mr Lucky Molefe.   And we a lso have publ ished 

on the 10 t h  o f  June 2025 a media statement  that  indeed we 
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are st i l l  searching  for  Mr Lucky Molefe.   And I  would want  to  

make i t  known a lso to the Commission that  dur ing  one of  

the appearances of  Kat iso Molefe whi ls t  he was st i l l  

apply ing for  the bai l ,  that  was refused.   He ut te red words 

l ike,  on h is second appearance at  cour t ,  when we were 

t ransport ing h im back to the pr ison,  he ut tered the  words 

saying:  

“As long as I  am incarcerated,  you wi l l  

never f ind my nephew.”  

And I  rea l l y  bel ieve that  he is  capable of  doing that ,  as  we 10 

are st i l l  looking fo r  h im today.   Thank you,  Commissioners.   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   I f  you then 

turn over  the  page to page 25,  we are at  paragraph 70 of  

your  wi tness statement .   That  is  a  concluding paragraph to 

Theme 3.   Could I  p lease inv i te  you to take the Commission  

through those?  Thank you.   

WITNESS C :    That  is  cor rect ,  Commissioners.   Af ter  we 

took the two,  Ms Lebohang Molefe and Ms 

Fundiswa Nyangu le,  to  the i r  respect ive homes,  we la ter  

learned that  there were cases opened against  our  team.  20 

Cases fo r  k idnapping,  to  say that  we have k idnapped them 

and they were to r tured.   And as per  our  own invest igat ions,  

the f i rs t  par t  is  that  we know tha t  the k idnapping par t  i s  

correct ly  wrong.    I t  is  very wrong to say that  they were 

k idnapped,  as they were asked to accompany.   They were 
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never fo rced to accompany us.   

 And i f  one is  k idnapped,  one cannot  k idnap a  

person and then af ter  k idnapping that  person,  return the  

same person home.   And that  person goes a lso to the  pol ice 

stat ion,  make an OB ent ry,  to  make i t  known that  I  am wi th  

th is  and that ,  and the reason for  me to be wi th th is  and that  

is  fo r  invest igat ion purposes.   So,  I  would say that  the  

k idnapping is  very unt rue,  and I  th ink they were maybe to ld 

to  do so by somebody who have an in tent ion to s ta l l  our  

invest igat ion and to prevent  us f rom get t ing to 10 

Lucky Molefe.   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   

WITNESS C :    Thank you.   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Wi tness C,  we wi l l  then proceed to  

Theme 4,  which is  on page 25.   I  wi l l  read the t i t le  in to the  

record.   Theme 4 re lates to the  18 t h  and 19 t h  December 

operat ion at  CAT VIP Secur i ty .   Wi tness C,  wi th reference 

to paragraph 71,  p lease deta i l  to  the Commission what  

necessi ta ted the inspect ion that  took p lace that  day.  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   I f  I  can take the  20 

Commissioners back to the date of  6 t h  December when a 

search was conducted at  the residence of  Vusimuzi  Mat la la.   

We had found four  f i rearms which belonged to CAT VIP 

Secur i ty  Serv ices.   And there were i r regular i t ies  on the  

payment  i ssued.   So,  th is  ca l led for  us to  request  a 
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designated f i rearms of f icer  to  conduct  compl iance 

inspect ion at  the company CAT VIP  Secur i ty  Serv ices.   

 Indeed,  on the 18 t h  o f  December,  we went  to  

CAT VIP Secur i t y  Serv ices in  Menlyn wi th our  forensic 

experts and the DFO, which is  designated f i rearms of f icer ,  

to  conduct  the compl iance inspect ion.   This date of  the 18 t h ,  

i t  was a date that  was agreed upon wi th the DFO and what  

we cal l  a  respons ib le person for  CAT VIP Secur i t y  Serv ices.   

Because th is  was an announced compl iance inspect ion.    

 So,  upon our  ar r iva l  a t  the of f ices of  10 

CAT VIP Secur i ty  Serv ices,  a person known as 

Mr Mawethu Sankobe,  who is  a responsib le person for  the  

f i rearms,  as nominated or  as appointed by the company,  

was not  found.   Enqui r ies were made and phone cal ls  were 

made between the DFO and Mr  Sankobe,  whereby they 

reached an agreement  that  Mr Sankobe was out  of  the 

province,  and he would be g lad i f  we could return  on the  

19 t h  o f  December 2024,  which  was the fo l lowing day.   

Commissioners …[ intervenes]  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Wi tness C,  apologies for  the  20 

in tervent ion.   Before we turn to  the events of  the next  day,  

could you p lease expla in to  the Commission what  a 

responsib le person is  and what  the i r  dut ies enta i l?   And 

then ident i f y  who the responsib le person is  for  the f i rearms 

at  CAT VIP Secur i ty .  
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WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   The responsib le  

person would be the person appointed as per  the 

Fi rearms Contro l  Act  by the company to be the person 

responsib le fo r  the safekeeping and/or  safeguard ing  of  the 

f i rearms that  belongs to the said  company.   One of  h is  

responsib i l i t ies as the responsib le  person is  that  he is  the 

only person who should have access to the safe where the 

f i rearms are kept .    

 That  responsib le person a lso is  the person who on 

a dai ly  basis,  on  a day - to -day operat ion of  the company,  10 

wi l l  i ssue permi ts to  the competent  employees who are  

competent  to  car ry the speci f ic  ca l ibres of  f i rearms.   Thank 

you,  Commissioners,  and sor ry.   The responsib le  person 

that  was appointed at  that  t ime was a person known as 

Mr Mawethu Maxwel l  Sankobe and the f i rearm logist i cs  

manager.   Thank you.   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   P lease then 

p ick up wi th your ev idence f rom paragraph 74.  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   On the  

19 t h  of  December  2024,  we proceeded again to  20 

CAT VIP Secur i ty  of f ices whereby i t  was mysel f ,  the DFO,  

and the forensic  expert .   And we arr ived at  the  of f ices 

around 10 o 'c lock  in  the morning on that  day.   Upon arr iva l  

a t  the  of f ices,  we were welcomed by Mr Sankobe,  

Mr Mat la la,  and the company 's lawyer who became known to 
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us,  or  to  me,  as Mr Bashi ru.    

 The DFO informed Mr Mat la la and Mr Sankobe,  and 

the lawyer the purpose of  our  v is i t .   And then they agreed to 

say that ,  yes,  we can go fur ther  wi th our  purpose of  our  

v is i t .   And Mr Mat la la requested to  be excused as he does 

not  form part  o f  the compl iance inspect ion as he 's not  

supposedly to  be in  possession  of  the books and/or  

anyth ing that  has to do wi th the f i rearms log ist i cs.    

 Dur ing the course of  our  compl iance inspect ion by  

the DFO, there  were severa l  i r regular i t ies tha t  were  10 

observed by the  DFO.  One of  the i r regular i t ies was the  

permi ts that  were d ig i ta l ly  p re -s igned.   In  one of  the 

registers,  we have a lso found that  the s ignature  that  i s  

at tached to one o f  the registers for  the permi t  were for  the 

previous f i rearms log ist i cs manager .    

 And now,  that  s ignature was exact ly  the same 

s ignature that  was at tached to the  permi ts held by the two 

guards that  were found on the  6 t h  a t  the house of  

Mr Mat la la.   Meaning that  those f i rearms were i l legal ly  in  

the i r  possession.  20 

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    P lease proceed,  Wi tness C.  

WITNESS C :    The DFO had quest ioned Mr Sankobe 

per ta in ing to those i r regular i t ies and we could not  get  any 

sat is factory answer f rom Mr Sankobe.   And i t  was then 

ind icated that  the f i rearms,  due to those i r regu lar i t ies,  
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would be seized too.   Fur thermore,  the DFO requested 

Mr Sankobe to  take us to the safe  room.  Then,  at  the safe 

room, indeed,  Mr  Sankobe was in  possession of  the  bundle 

of  the keys.    

 He then opened the safe room and there were,  i f  I  

remember wel l ,  there were three safes,  r i f le  safes,  in  that  

room.  So,  he opened the safes,  took out  the f i rearms in  the 

safes,  and the DFO conducted the inspect ion of  the f i rearms 

as per  the l i s t  that  he had pr in ted  f rom the f i rearms cont ro l  

system.   And indeed,  Mr Sankobe could account  fo r  a l l  the 10 

f i rearms that  were as per  the l is t  o f  the f i rearm cont ro l  

system.    

 Then,  now,  the DFO had now asked Mr Sankobe for  

the spare keys to the safe because the keys must  be 

exclusive ly in  possession of  Mr Sankobe,  the responsib le  

person.   And he ind icated that  he was not  in  possession of  

the safe keys.   The safe keys,  the  spare key was in  

possession of  h is  employer ,  be ing Mr Vusimuzi  Mat la la.   

Accord ing to the DFO, th is  was a lso another  cont ravent ion  

of  the Fi rearms Cont ro l  Act .    20 

 Which requi red  that  the person responsib le in  te rms 

of  the act  must  mainta in exclusive access to the f i rearms,  

ammuni t ion,  and a lso the protect ive equipment .   So,  based 

on those i r regular i t ies and the access to the f i rearms safe 

by Mr Mat la la,  then the DFO indicated that  we are to se ize 
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or  to  conf iscate a l l  the f i rearms that  the company possess.   

Indeed,  our  photographer,  the forensic expert ,  s ta r ted 

packaging and photographing the f i rearms.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Wi tness C,  what  i s  the ro le of  the 

DFO, the Designated Fi rearms Of f icer?  

WITNESS C :    The Designated Fi rearms Of f icer ,  he is  the  

one who conducts regular  compl iance inspect ions in  terms 

of  the F i rearms Cont ro l  Act .   And he is  an expert  in  the f ie ld  

of  the Fi rearms Cont ro l  Act .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And what  was your ro le dur ing the 10 

inspect ion?  

WITNESS C :    My ro le was that  of  observat ion  and/or  

should there need ar ise,  as a detect ive,  my ro le was to  

obta in statements  as the DFO would see i t  f i t .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    P lease proceed,  Wi tness C.   You 

were deal ing wi th  the second last  sentence of  paragraph 77.   

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   The DFO has 

ind icated now that  Mr Mat la la should br ing the spare keys 

of  the safe and the safe room.  At tempts were made through 20 

h is lawyer that  Mr Mat la la should br ing the spare keys.   I  

could a lso say that  the lawyer kept  on going in  and out  of  

the boardroom whi ls t  he was on the  phone,  I  be l ieve he was 

on the phone wi th Mr Mat la la,  who ended up refusing to  

come wi th the spare keys.    
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 Whi ls t  the forensic expert  was busy tak ing the  

photographs and packaging the f i rearms,  then an employee 

of  Mr Mat la la came and said he was sent  by Mr Mat la la to  

br ing the spare keys.   And that  employee,  I  do not  have h is 

name at  hand,  I  then took h is  sta tement  per ta in ing  to h im 

br ing ing the keys to  the CAT VIP Protect ion Serv ices 

Of f ices.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wi tness C.   

WITNESS C :    Thank you.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sorry,  f in ish up what  you wanted to say.  10 

WITNESS C :    I  was about  to  say that  as the Commissioner,  

I  th ink i t  was Commissioner Khumalo who asked my ro le,  

then that  wi l l  cover  the ro le by me tak ing a statement  f rom 

the employee of  Mr Mat la la who brought  in  the keys.   Thank 

you,  Commissioner.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Do you know why the law states or  

requi res that  only the responsib le person must  mainta in 

exclusive access to f i rearms held in  a safe or  s t r ing  room?  

Why is  that  the posi t ion?  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   A l though th is  i s  20 

not  my expert i se f ie ld ,  I  be l ieve that  the law would requi re  

that  because any other  person tha t  can have access to the 

f i rearms could do the worst ,  might  a lso take the f i rearms,  

go commit  cr ime,  and br ing back the f i rearms undetected.   

So,  for  a proper cont ro l  o f  the movement  of  the f i rearms,  
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indeed only one person must  have exclusive access to the  

f i rearms.   I  be l ieve the DFO a lso might  be the best  

candidate to  g ive reasons beyond that .   Thank you,  

Commissioners.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   Wi th  

reference to paragraph 78,  upon the seiz ing of  the f i rearms 

in  the st rong room and upon obta in ing the set  of  dupl icate  

keys,  p lease in form the Commission then what  steps you 

took wi th reference to the complet ion of  the compl iance 10 

inspect ion.  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   Af ter  we have 

completed,  or  the DFO had completed,  the compl iance 

inspect ion,  we then proceeded to Brooklyn SAPS as the  

of f ices at  Menlyn  are serv iced by Brooklyn SAPS.   And we 

booked the f i rearms as per  Brooklyn  SAPS  13,  reference 

number 697/2024.   And the rest  was le f t  wi th  the  DFO, who 

is  the one responsib le for  tak ing the mat ter  forward.   

Thank you.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Has the enqui ry been f ina l i sed?  Do 20 

you know i f  the f i rearms have been returned to 

CAT Secur i t y?  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   I  know that  the 

f i rearms were taken fo r  bal l is t i c  test ing,  and the f i rearms 

were indeed returned to CAT Secur i t y ,  CAT VIP Secur i ty  
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Serv ices.   As they were returned to Brooklyn SAPS,  wi th an  

inst ruct ion that  they should be returned to the lawfu l  owner.   

So,  I  a lso learned that ,  indeed,  the lawfu l  owner,  which is  

CAT VIP Secur i t y  Serv ices,  indeed went  to  Brooklyn  SAPS 

and c la imed the ownership of  the  f i rearms af ter  p roducing 

the requi red documents.   Thank you,  Commissioners .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    When f i rearms such as these are taken 

for  bal l i s t ic  test ing,  what  a re the  pol ice looking for?  You 

f ind them in a safe.   They belong to a secur i ty  company.   

They are proper ly  l icenced.   You are sat is f ied wi th that .   10 

You take them to determine what?  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   I  be l ieve you 

asked a very r ight  quest ion.   Commissioners,  as I  have 

stated previously  there,  that  Mr  Vusimuzi  Mat la la had 

unl imi ted access to the safe and the f i rearms.   One does 

not  know as to whether  the f i rearms have ever  been used in  

any commission of  the cr ime.   And therefore,  for  us as 

pol ice to  determine i f  the f i rearms were ever  used in  any 

commission of  the cr ime,  they should be tested.   And the 

resul ts  thereof  should be uploaded onto the AB System wi th 20 

which i t  wi l l  conduct  a search on the system to determine i f  

there is  any cr ime scene that  i s  l inked to any of  the 

f i rearms.   Thank you.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And when the f i rearms are returned to  

the secur i ty  company,  as happened in  th is  case,  does i t  
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mean that  they were not  l inked to -  does i t  necessar i l y  

mean they were not  l inked to any cr ime?  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   When the  

f i rearms were returned to the pol ice stat ion,  i t  means that  

the test ing,  the  bal l is t i c  test ing on the  f i rearms was 

completed.   I t  d id  not  mean that  the bal l i s t ic  analys is was 

completed.   So,  at  the g iven t ime,  I  can conf ident ly  say to  

the commission  that  the system is  st i l l  running.   And should 

there be a h i t ,  proper steps wi l l  be taken.   Thank you, 

Commissioner.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you.   Thank you,  

Commissioner.   Wi tness C,  wi th reference to paragraph 79 

and 80,  p lease then in form the Commission  about  

developments re lated to l i t igat ion brought  by Mr Mat la la.  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   Commissioners,  

on the 17 t h   o f  December,  we have learned that  Mr  Mat la la  

had inst i tu ted an urgent  cour t  proceeding to the 

Pretor ia  High Court  for  the search that  we have conducted 

at  h is  house on the 6 t h   o f  December,  2024,  whereby 20 

Mr Mat la la c la imed that  me and my commander,  as the 

people who are conduct ing the searches,  have sto len h is  

Rolex watch and h is wi fe 's  Kat ia  watch,  f ive f i rearms,  one 

MacBook,  and two iPhones.   And he demanded that  the  

aforesaid i tems were lawfu l l y  se ized f rom him,  and they 
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should be returned.   And we had to engage our  legal  

serv ices in  response to the urgent  cour t  proceedings that  

were inst i tu ted against  us.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   P lease 

conf i rm that  the founding papers in  Mr Mat la la 's  appl icat ion  

are at tached as WC7,  at tached as ANNEXURE WC7.   

WITNESS C :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you.   Wi tness C,  p ick ing up 

f rom paragraph 82,  you deta i l  s teps taken in  response to  

the appl icat ion,  the urgent  appl icat ion brought  by Mr  10 

Mat la la.   

WITNESS C :    That  is  on the 23 r d  o f  December 2024,  Maj -

Gen Mbuso Khumalo,  who is  the Deputy Provincia l  

Commissioner of  Gauteng,  deposed an answer ing af f idavi t  

in to the proceedings that  were  level led agains t  us by 

Mr Vusimuzi  Mat la la.   And on h is  statement ,  i t  was a lso 

ind icated that  actual ly  he says two iPhones,  whereas i t  was 

three iPhones,  and those iPhones had a l ready been taken 

back to the lawfu l  owner,  which is  Vusimuzi  Mat la la and h is 

wi fe.   And the f i rearms were indeed booked in  for  bal l i s t ic  20 

test ing.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   In  l ight  of  the  

answer ing af f idavi t  that  was deposed by 

General  Mbuso Khumalo,  what  was the response of  the 

SAPS in l ight  of  the a l legat ion about  the Rolex and Kat ia  
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watches,  as wel l  as the MacBook?  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   The issue 

per ta in ing to the Rolex watch,  i t  was that  they were  never  

se ized,  and the Kat ia  watch was never se ized.   When i t  

comes to the MacBook,  that  is  where now a b igger quest ion  

came to say that  as we were look ing fo r  anyth ing that  can 

af ford us evidence in  our  invest igat ions,  why would one 

take a MacBook and never book i t  in to the SAP13,  which 

could form an essent ia l  par t  o f  ev idence,  but  take smal le r  

i tems l ike ce l l  phones,  which af fo rds you less evidence in  10 

the invest igat ions.   And subsequent  to  that ,  we were then 

in formed that  the mat ter  has been wi thdrawn f rom 

High Court .   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   P lease 

conf i rm that  Mr Mat la la 's  not ice of  wi thdrawal  is  ANNEXURE 

WC9.   

WITNESS C :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   In  l ight  of  the  

conf i rmat ion that  Mr Mat la la subsequent ly  …[connect iv i ty  

i ssue] .   Wi tness C,  could I  ask you to turn to  paragraph,  to  20 

page 65 of  your  annexure bundle,  page 65.  

WITNESS C :    I  am on page 65 of  annexure bundle.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   That  would be 

the not ice of  wi thdrawal  marked WC9.  

WITNESS C :    That  is  correct .   
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ADV MOTLHASEDI :    P lease then in form the Commission of  

the date of  that  not ice.  

WITNESS C :    The date stamp for  the regist ra r  of  the 

High Court  o f  South Af r ica,  Gauteng Div is ion,  Pretor ia ,  is  

dated 30 December 2024.    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   

WITNESS C :    But  the not ice  i tse l f  says Pretor ia  

24 December 2024.   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.  

WITNESS C :    And that  was the date that  we were supposed 10 

to be appear ing a t  cour t .   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   The last  l ine  

of  that  not ice on page 65.   Could you –  the last  l ine of  the  

not ice on page 65 says that  the not ice is  removed f rom the 

ro l l .   

WITNESS C :    That  is  correct .   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    To the best  of  your  knowledge,  was 

the mat ter  ever  re -enro l led?  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   The mat ter  was 

indeed supposed to be held on the date of  the 24 t h .   20 

Meaning that  the  counsels have maybe in  person,  in  the 

chambers,  then requested the mat ter  to  be removed f rom 

the ro l l .   Thank you.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   A f ina l  

quest ion f rom me on th is  aspect .   In  a la ter  par t  o f  your  
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ev idence,  you deta i l  that  upon the  ar rest  of  Mr Mat la la,  he  

admi t ted to you that  he had l ied  in  the contents  of  h is  

af f idavi t  when he brought  that  u rgent  af f idavi t .   Do you 

conf i rm that?  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   Upon the arrest  

of  Mr Mat la la on the 14 t h  o f  May 2025,  he was in terv iewed.   

And for  the record,  that  in terv iew a lso was recorded.   And 

wi th h is  own mouth,  he had ind icated that  he was persuaded 

by our  General  S ib iya and the Min ister  Mr Senzo Mchunu,  

that  he registered a  case against  the team that  ra ided h is  10 

house on the 6 t h  o f  December 2024.    

 And he fur ther  ind icated that  that  that  watch of  h i s  

was never sto len .   Fur thermore,  he ind icated that  he went  

to ,  he  was,  af ter  he was advised to open a case,  he went  to  

Brooklyn SAPS to  open a case.   He made an af f idavi t  there,  

but  the case was never registered because the i tems that  

he has ind icated that  they were sto len were ref lected on the  

SAP13 register .    

 Therefore,  they found the case to be unfounded.   

And then he ind icated that  th rough the assistance of  Lt -20 

Gen Sib iya,  the case was subsequent ly  opened at  some 

stat ion in  Soweto ,  though I  do not  have the contents  and/or  

the case number  for  that  docket ,  Commissioners.   And 

again,  per ta in ing to the Rolex watch,  Commissioners ,  upon 

us in terv iewing h im,  he  ind icated that  fo r  the same watch,  
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he had real ised that  the l ikes of  Min ister  Mchunu and Lt -

Gen Sib iya and h is team are using h im to f ight  the i r  own 

bat t les,  and they are not  assist ing h im in  any way.    

 So therefore,  he  proceeded to KZN and met  wi th  

the former Min ister  Mr Bheki  Cele.   And on that  day,  he said  

he was wear ing the same Rolex watch,  and he showed the  

former Min ister  Mr Bheki  Cele,  the  same watch to say that  

th is  is  the watch that  General  S ib iya and h is a l l ies want  h im 

to open cases against  the pol ice fo r .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Wi tness C,  when Mr Mat la la sa id that  10 

Min ister  Mchunu and General  S ib iya advised h im to  accuse 

you and your team of  thef t ,  d id  he say that  he had 

in teracted d i rect ly  wi th  the Min ister  and the genera l?  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   This speci f ic  

quest  was General  –  L t -Gen Sib iya and the Min ister  were 

the ones who persuaded h im to open the case against  the  

pol ice,  not  spec i f ica l l y  saying that  he had personal ly 

in teracted wi th ne i ther  the two.   He d id not  speci fy  that .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Wi tness C,  just  so that  we are c lear ,  

the case you are  refer r ing to is  not  the urgent  app l icat ion  20 

that  was removed f rom the ro l l ,  on the  30 t h  o f  

December  2024.   I t  is  a  c r iminal  case that  you are referr ing  

to.  

WITNESS C :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   I t  is  a  cr iminal  

case that  he  a l legedly opened against  the team, 
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Commissioners.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wi tness C,  in  paragraph 96 of  your  

statement ,  you say the Min ister  advised h im and then you 

g ive another  name,  and i t  is  not  General  S ib iya.   And 

fur ther  on,  where you d iscuss the same topic about  h im 

being advised to go and l ie  about  members of  the GCI -Ops 

that  they have sto len h is property ,  you do not  ment ion in  

the statement  i tse l f  General  S ib iya.   Can you expla in  that?  

WITNESS C :    That  is  cor rect ,  Commissioners.   I  might  have 10 

missed that  when we were  typ ing the s tatement ,  

Commissioners,  but  the fact  remains that  he ind icated that  

L t -Gen Sib iya,  the Min ister ,  and thei r  a l l ies were the ones 

who persuaded h im to open the case.   He even goes as far  

as ind icat ing that  General  S ib iya had assigned a member of  

the SAPS f rom cr ime in te l l igence to go and regis ter  that  

case,  the one that  the cr iminal  case in  Soweto,  s ince he 

fa i led to register  a case in  Brooklyn.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Thank you,  Wi tness C.   Chai rperson,  

that  b r ings Theme number 5 to  a c lose.   20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Number 4.   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    My apologies,  Theme 4 to a  c lose,  

which is  the compl iance operat ion.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  and you had ind icated that  we would 

end here because Witness C wants to  prepare fo r  h is  exams 
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…[intervenes]  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    His academic commitments.   Yes,  

Chai rperson.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  le t  us  adjourn and resume at  

09:30 on Monday.   Let  us adjourn.   

WITNESS C :    Thank you.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS TO 2 7 OCTOBER 2025  

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  


