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PROCEEDINGS ON 26 JANUARY 2026   

CHAIRPERSON :   Good morning ,  Ms Mahlape.    

ADV SELLO SC :   Good morning,  Chai r .    

CHAIRPERSON :   Good morning,  Ms Ofentse.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :   Morning,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :   Sorry,  Ms Mohlasedi .   Good morning to  

everybody,  everybody gathered here and to those watching  

remote ly .   Ms Mahlape?   

ADV SELLO SC :   Thank you,  Chai r .   Good morning ,  Chai r  

and good morning,  co -Commissioners.   For  the  record,  10 

Chai r  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :   Ms Sel lo .   God,  I  sa id Ms Mahlape .   You 

d id not  even real ize i t .    

ADV SELLO SC :   Wel l ,  i t  is  because both are r ight  

technica l l y .    

CHAIRPERSON :   Thank you.  

ADV SELLO SC :   Thank you,  Chai r .   Chai r ,  today we in tend 

to lead two wi tnesses  and our  wi tnesses today wi l l  be on 

the theme of  pol i t ica l  in ter fe rence .   Our f i rs t  wi tness is  in  

the box,  Major  General  Anthony Gopaul .   Just  to  p lace h is  20 

test imony in  proper perspect ive,  I  would l ike to  remind the 

Commissioners that  General  Mkhwanazi  dur ing h is  

test imony in  deal ing wi th mat ters of  po l i t i ca l  in ter ference,  

he does so f rom paragraph 243 to  251  and he speci f ica l l y  

references the inc idents that  General  Gopaul  had wi th the 
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Min iste r  in  th is  regard .    

 The Commissioners wi l l  recal l  that  General  

Mkhwanazi  tendered an annexure,  Annexure MK 21,  being  

the af f idavi t  that  the Major  General  had deposed to in  an 

ongoing invest iga t ion ,  so he comes here today to conf i rm in  

par t  the contents of  that  af f idavi t  and what  General  

Mkhwanazi  a t t r ibuted to h im at  the t ime.   Genera l ,  Major  

General  wi l l  be led by my learned f r iend,  Ms Mohlasedi .   We 

are ready to proceed and I  be l ieve  that  the wi tness is  ready ,  

Chai r .   Thank you .  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Good morning,  General .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Good morning,  Commissioner,  

Chai rpersons.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Wi l l  you be swear ing or  

af f i rming?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    I  wi l l  take the oath,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Do you swear that  the 

evidence you are going to g ive is  the t ruth,  the whole t ruth,  

noth ing but  the t ruth.   I f  so,  p lease ra ise your r ight  hand 

and say “So help me God”.  20 

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    So help me God.  

ANTHONY GOPAUL    (du ly sworn states)  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  General .    

EXAMINATION BY MS MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  Chai r .   

Good morning,  General .    
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MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Good morning,  Counsel lor .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Good morning.   Before we star t ,  can I  

conf i rm that  you have two whi te f i les in  f ront  of  you ?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    That  i s  correct .   They should have your  

name on the spine,  one f i le  should conta in your  wi tness 

statement  and the second f i le  should conta in an annex ure 

bundle.   Do you have that?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    I  conf i rm that ,  Commissioner.   

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you.   Could I  ask you p lease to 10 

go to the f i le  conta in ing your wi tness statement .    

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    I  am there,  Counsel lor .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you.   And i f  you go to the last  

page of  that  f i le ,  that  should  be page 11 ,  can you conf i rm 

that  that  is  your  s ignature at  the bot tom r ight  corner  of  that  

page? 

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    I  conf i rm that ,  Chai rperson.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you.   P lease then conf i rm that  

th is  i s  your  statement  for  purposes of  the evidence you wi l l  

g ive before the Commission today .  20 

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    I  conf i rm that ,  Chai r .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    And that  you conf i rm the correctness of  

i ts  contents and that  you stand by them .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    I  conf i rm that ,  Commissioners.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  General .    Remain ing in  
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that  same f i le  could I  ask you p lease to turn to  page 1 of  

your  wi tness statement .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    I  am there,  Counsel lor .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you.   And we are then under the  

heading “ i n t roduct ion ”  a t  paragraph 1.   Could you p lease 

te l l  the Commission about  your  ro le in  the SAPS wi th  

reference to the contents of  paragraph 1.   

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Chai r ,  I  was 

appointed in  2022 as the Dist r i c t  Commissioner  of  iLembe 

at  the rank of  Major  General  and a t  the t ime I  served there  10 

as a Dist r i c t  Commissioner  unt i l  May of  2025 where I  was 

requested by General  Mkhwanazi  to  assist  h im at  the ,  at  h is  

of f ice as the  Deputy Provincia l  Commissioner  fo r  Cr ime 

Detect ion in  an act ing capaci ty ,  which I  am st i l l  current ly  

assist ing wi th .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  General .   I f  we then f l ip  

over  the page p lease ,  we go to page 2,  there is  a  heading 

at  the top of  that  page t i t led “background and serv ice 

h istory ” .   Could  you share wi th the  Commission br ie f ly  your  

professional  exper ience wi th in law enforcement .  20 

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Chai r ,  I  cur rent ly ,  

I   am serv ing 35 years of  serv ice in  the South  Pol ice 

Serv ice .   Between 1990 up and unt i l  19 ,  I  would say 1997 I  

was on the lower ranks of  opera t ional  work at  d i f ferent  

pol i ce stat ions ,  but  f rom the year  2001 speci f i ca l l y  I  then 
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jo ined what  we would ca l l  the SMS ,  level  which is  a ,  sorry ,  

the,  not  the SMS level ,  the nat ional  components  of  the 

organizat ion work ing in  d i f fe rent  envi ronments a t  2001 ,  

some of  them being the Nat ional  Inspectorate here in  

Pretor ia ,  then being Protect ion and Secur i ty  Serv ices which 

deals wi th the pro tect ion of  VIP and the l ikes .    

 And then I  moved on in to border  secur i t y  where I  

served much of  my t ime provid ing leadership  in  the 

envi ronment  at  a  senior  management  level  in  the border  

secur i t y  envi ronment  f rom 2007 at  the level  o f  Br igadier  10 

unt i l  2022.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  General .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Then …[ intervenes] .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    P lease proceed.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Chai r ,  my,  amongst  the many courses 

that  I  had undertaken,  I  wi l l  just  emphasize and focus on 

the senior  management  level ,  manager ia l ,  which  is  an  

important  aspect  of  be ing able to  be competent  and a  

person that  would be able to  d ischarge h is  or  her  

responsib i l i t ies ,  one being the Execut ive Development  20 

Management  Program which I  had undertaken.   I  

successfu l l y  undertook that  p rogram .    

 And then I  a lso d id some courses here in  Pretor ia  

wi th the pol icy and ef f icacy inspect ions ,  development  as  

wel l .   And then I  completed a course on Publ ic  
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Administ rat ion in  the space of  t ra in ing wi th in the context  of  

the South Af r ican Pol ice Serv ice .   In  addi t ion to that ,  Chai r ,  

my qual i f icat ions span over  a few qual i f icat ions ,  one of  i t  

be ing an ext racurr icu lar  d ip loma in Forensic Audi t ing ,  the 

second being a d ip loma in the ,  nat ional  d ip loma in Pol ic ing.   

Then I  moved on to studying the Bachelors in  Pol ic ing and 

successfu l l y  undertook that .  

 I  then cont inued to d iverse a l i t t le  b i t  on my studies  

and I  went  in to  the Master  in  Technology of  Forensic 

Invest igat ion and I  successfu l l y  completed that  Masters and 10 

now current ly  undertaking my PhD in the Cr iminal  Just ice ,  

focusing on cybercr ime ,  which I  am at  an advanced stage ,   

chapters are submit ted and I  am work ing wi th my professor .   

That  is  about  a background of  my educat ion and courses ,  

Chai r .   Thank you .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  General .   P lease then turn  

over  the page to  page 3.   You wi l l  see then at  the top of  

that  page we have a heading t i t led “My Interact ions wi th 

Min ister  Mchunu” .   Immediate ly beneath that  we have a sub -

heading t i t led “The Murder of  Counci l lor  Mabhida ” .   I  am 20 

going to ask you to star t  a t  paragraph 8 and to nar rate your 

in teract ion wi th  the  Min ister  wi th  reference to that  sub -

heading,  p lease.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Chai r ,  my 

in teract ion wi th Min ister  Mchunu  was over  two speci f ic  



    26 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 46 

Page 7  o f  201  

 

 

aspects ,  the f i rs t  one,  which I  wi l l  deal  wi th  now,  i s  w i th  the ,  

in  re lat ion to the murder of  Counci l lor  Mabhida,  who was a  

Counci l lo r  in  the munic ipal i ty  of  Mandeni .   Chai r ,  I  received 

a ca l l  f rom the Min ister  on the 5 t h  o f  February,  a round 8 :17,  

and at  the t ime of  receiv ing the cal l ,  the cal le r  was inqui r ing  

about ,  you know,  what  t ranspi red  wi th the murder  of  th is  

par t icu lar  Counci l lor .   I  d id  not  recognize the voice at  that  

t ime,  nor  d id I  have Min ister  Mchunu 's number stored on my 

phone,  so I  d id  no t  recognize th is  ca l le r .    

 And af te r  the cal ler  had out l ined,  you know,  what  10 

the cal l  was about ,  I  then pol i te ly  asked the cal ler ,  can you 

p lease te l l  me to  whom am I  speaking ,  and i t  is  when the 

Min ister  sa id i t  is  Min ister  Mchunu.   And I  then immediate ly  

p laced that  vo ice  wi th Min ister  Mchunu,  and then I  sa id,  

Min ister ,  I  am sor ry,  I  do not  have your  number  on my 

phone,  and I  d id  not  recognise your vo ice,  and I  greeted the  

Min ister  pol i te ly .    

 Then,  af te r  that ,  we star ted the conversat ion.   I  d id  

br ie f  the Min ister ,  and I  d id  say to the Min ister  what  had 

t ranspi red in  the inc ident  of  the murder of  Counci l lor  20 

Mabhida.   Chai r ,  wi th  your  indulgence,  there is  some deta i l  

o f  what  had t ranspi red in  the  actual  shoot ing  of  the  

Counci l lo r  out l ined in  my paragraph 10.   I f  the 

Commissioner  and the Chai r  wi l l  a l low me,  I  would prefer  

not  to  narrate the deta i ls  to  not  to  cause some k ind of  
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secondary t rauma to the fami ly  that  might  be l i s tening to my 

test imony today ,  i f  that  is  in  order .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ms Mohlasedi ,  f rom where I  am s i t t ing,  

that  is  in  order .   Do you …[ intervenes] .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    100%, Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    The wi tness can cont inue wi thout  

deta i l ing the contents of  paragraph 10.    

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  thank you.  10 

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Chai r ,  a f ter  having g iven that  

par t icu lar  feedback of  what  had t ranspi red and how the 

murder was undertaken to the Min ister ,  the Min ister  then 

to ld me that  I  must  keep h im abreast  of  the invest igat ion.   

And I  then said to  the Min ister  that  I  am not  invest igat ing  

the murder,  a l though i t  happened in  my d ist r i c t  a t  the t ime,  

and that  the murder was being invest igated by the Pol i t ica l  

Task Team.  The Min ister  then asked me  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    You mean the  Pol i t ica l  K i l l ings Task 

Team? 20 

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Commissioner,  maybe I  wi l l  put  i t  to 

you th is  way,  Cha i r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    A t  the t ime,  now for  the  sake of  

publ ic  record,  everybody is  ca l l ing i t  in  i ts  fu l l  Pol i t ica l  
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K i l l ings Task Team.  At  that  t ime,  i t  was just  refer red to as  

a Pol i t i ca l  Task Team.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    So now we use i t  more of ten.   So in  

the context  of  the or ig inal i t y  of  my conversat ion wi th the  

Min ister ,  i t  was s imply Pol i t i ca l  Task Team.  I  d id  not  use 

the word “ki l l ing ”  in  that .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh.   Madam, I  am looking at  paragraph 

11 of  your  statement .   You a lso refer  to  i t  as  …[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Yes,  that  is  cor rect ,  Chai r .   No,  you 10 

are cor rect  that  I  wrote i t  in  th is  fu l l  abbreviated acronym.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Actual ly ,  in  words,  not  the acronym, you 

say Pol i t ica l  Task Team, as you are  saying now.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    But  in  brackets you say “PKTT ” .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Anyway,  anyway,  thanks.   P lease 

cont inue,  General .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Thank you,  Chai r .   So,  Chai r ,  I  d id  

te l l  h im that  i s  the  team that  i s  invest igat ing i t .   And the 20 

Min ister  then  ind icated,  asked me,  but  why are they 

invest igat ing the case ,  I  had inst ructed that  these cases be 

invest igated at  the  pol ice stat ion  where the cr ime takes 

p lace.   And understanding why,  in  my own way,  I  t r ied to  

expla in to  the Min ister  that  when i t  comes to the pol i t i ca l  
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k i l l ings,  the team that  is  invest igat ing these k ind of  murders 

are bet ter  equipped and t ra ined to understand the  modus 

operandi  o f  how these murders take p lace,  who are the 

normal  h i tmen tha t  are cont racted.    

 I  t r ied to expla in  to  h im that  they can do a bet te r  

l inkage,  because i f  a  pol i ce stat ion invest igates a case 

here,  he would not  know how i t  is  re lated to another  murder  

in  another  pol i ce  stat ion across the province in  a  to ta l ly  

d i f ferent  d is t r ic t .   So i t  made easier  sense for  bet te r  

invest igat ion to apply that  k ind of  cent ra l izat ion of  these 10 

dockets fo r  invest igat ion.   The Min ister  d id not  respond to 

my response when I  to ld  h im that .    

ADV MOHLASEDI :    General ,  my apologies,  General .   

Perhaps before you cont inue,  in  paragraph 12,  the f i rs t  

sentence there,  you ind icate that  the Min ister  inqui red why 

the task team was invest igat ing the murder  and then you 

say:  

 “As he had g iven a c lear  d i rect ion,  that  

a l l  po l i t ica l  murders must  be  

invest igated at  the stat ions ” .    20 

 What  d id you understand that  d i rect ion to be a  

referra l  to  at  that  t ime?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Chai rperson,  I  had absolute ly  no  

understanding of  what  the Min ister  at  that  t ime was 

referr ing to,  a  c lear  d i rect ion ,  and to whom and to where.   
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He just  s imply sa id that ,  you must  understand ,  Chai rperson,  

I  am receiv ing a ca l l  fo r  the f i rs t  t ime in  my l i fe  f rom any 

Min ister ,  so I  am not  going to be  the one to quest ion the 

Min ister  about  where d id you,  what  d i rect ion you are  ta lk ing  

about ,  where d id you g ive  i t ,  and what  context .   So i t  is  just  

as i t  is ,  I  have narrated the story,  Chai r .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  just  ask ,  good morning,  General .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Good morning.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Before th is  ca l l ,  in  th is  par t icu lar  par t  o f  

your  ca l l  wi th  the  Min ister ,  had you ever  become aware of  10 

an inst ruct ion that  pol i t ica l  k i l l i ngs must  be done at  the 

d ist r ic t  level ,  or  a t  the stat ion where they occur red?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Chai r ,  the f i rs t  t ime I  came to 

understand about  some k ind of  content ion around th is  issue 

of  the Pol i t i ca l  Task Team and the Min ister  was when I  

v iewed and watched the Port fo l io  Commit tee where General  

Mkhwanazi   was narrat ing a story  about  the Pol i t ica l  Task 

Team.  I t  is  the f i rs t  t ime I  had v iewed or  got  to  hear about  

some aspect  or  content ion because at  a provinc ia l  level  th is  

was not  a top ic fo r  us.   I t  was not  in  our  space or  sphere of  20 

d iscussion in  our  span of  cont ro l .   I  hope that  br ings  

…[incomplete] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Just  to  c la r i fy ,  to  be c lear  for  the 

record,  the ,  th is  d iscussion by ,  or  th is  explanat ion by  

General  Mkhwanazi  that  you are  referr ing to ,  i s  at  the 
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March 2025 par l iamentary appearance ? 

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct ,  Chai rperson.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Commit tee.   Thank you.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Commissioner.   

General ,  you can cont inue your ev idence.   You were  deal ing 

wi th the contents of  paragraph 12 and 13.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Chai r ,  so ,  I  have  

been g iven that  explanat ion to the Min ister  that  they bet ter ,  

the Pol i t ica l  Task Team understands the pat terns of  how to ,  

these cr imes and how to invest igate them.  The Min ister  10 

then,  l ike I  sa id,  then thanked me for  the feedback,  but  he  

st i l l  asked me i f  I  can,  i f  there is  any development ,  I  must  

keep h im abreast .   So that  i s  how our ca l l  ended,  my cal l  

ended wi th the Min ister .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  General .   Could I  ask you 

to p lease turn to  your annexure bundle ,  to  p lease go to 

page 10 of  your  annexure bundle.    

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Sorry,  on page?  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    So annexure bundle,  page 10,  page 10.   

I t  wi l l  be a document  label led Annexure AG3.  20 

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    I  am wi th you,  Counsel lor .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you.   And,  General ,  p lease 

ident i fy  what  th is  document  is .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Chai rperson,  I  went  in to my 

WhatsApp in  preparat ion of  th is  statement  and I  d id  what  I  
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ca l l  my own export  o f  my ent i re  conversat ion wi th the  

Min ister  that  I  had wi th h im on WhatsApp ,  and I  then pr in ted  

that  and I  annexed that  to  my statement .   

ADV MOHLASEDI :    So for  c lar i ty ,  General ,  for  example,  in  

paragraph 8 of  your  statement ,  when you ind icate that  you 

received a WhatsApp cal l  f rom tha t  number beginning wi th  

082,  do you see that?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    That  is  correct .   I f  you look at  

Annexure AG3,  the content ,  the contact  you have saved 10 

there as Min ister  Mchunu.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct ,  yes.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Is  that  the number ind icated in  

paragraph 8?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you.   So i f  we were then to go  

back to the last  paragraph where you gave evidence of ,  i f  

you look at  paragraph 13 of  your  statement .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Perhaps before …[ intervenes] .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    I  apologize.  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Before you do that ,  General ,  d id  the 

Min ister  expla in to  you why h is par t icu lar  in te res t  in  th is  

case,  in  that ,  in  the conversat ion that  you have wi th  h im on 

the phone,  why he wants to  be updated,  why he is  asking 

you about  how th is  occurred?  
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MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Commissioner,  a t  the t ime I  d id not  

know,  but  I  summarized la ter  on  why the Min ister  had 

in terest  in  that  par t icu la r  Counci l lor .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  so you wi l l  s t i l l  get  to  that .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    I  have not  ment ioned i t  in  my 

statement ,  but  I  could ind icate i t  r ight  now upf ront .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    P lease.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Later ,  I  came to understand that  the 

in terest  in  the speci f i c  candidate  or  the speci f ic  person 

here,  Mr Mabhida ,  was because he was an ANC Counci l lor .   10 

The Min ister  is  f rom the ANC.  And even in  the subsequent ,  

which I  wi l l  get  to ,  the Min isters,  a  Min ister  at tended the 

funera l  and had an in terest  in  that  par t i cu la r  Counci l lor  

because he was f rom the ANC.  Thank you,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you …[ intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Sorry,  Ms Mohlasedi .   G ood morning,  

General .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Morning,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  just  want  to  understand something.   20 

Where d id the Min ister  get  hold of  your  phone numbers and 

how did he know that  you are the  person to speak to  i f  he 

wants to  know more about  th is  case ?  I  am just  cur ious to  

understand how the connect ion star ted,  and out  of  a l l  the 

people,  he  decided to ca l l  you and speak to you.   So where 
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d id  he get  your  numbers,  and how did he know who you are,  

and how did he know that  you could assist  h im wi th  

in format ion re lat ing to th is  case?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Commissioner,  you sound l ike my 

pr inc ipal ,  General  Mkhwanazi .   He asked me the very same 

quest ion af ter  I  had cal led h im to narrate that  the Min ister  

had cal led me and my response to  h im was,  I  do not  know.   

I t  is  the f i rs t  t ime I  have ever  received a ca l l  f rom any 

Min ister ,  so I  have no idea where the Min ister  got  my 

number f rom.   I t  was not  something I  ended up,  I  could ask 10 

the Min ister ,  where d id you get  my number,  by the way?  I t  

is  something I  never asked h im.   But  I  never in te racted pr ior  

to  th is  wi th the Min ister  where we exchanged numbers.   So 

where he got  i t  f rom,  I  would not  know,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Just  out  of  in terest ,  were you the 

Invest igat ing Of f icer  in  the case or  were you the  Stat ion 

Commander of  the stat ion where the  case was reported?  I  

am t ry ing to understand why the Min ister  would contact  you 

and ask you about  th is  case.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Commissioner,  I  was the ,  I  was the 20 

Dist r i c t  Commissioner.   Mandeni  Pol ice Stat ion is  one of  the  

ten pol ice stat ions that  fa l l s  wi th in  the d ist r ic t  under which ,  

resor ted under my command and span of  cont ro l .   So the 

ten Stat ion Commanders in  the  d ist r ic t  reports  to  me.   

Mandeni  is  one o f  those stat ions.   Counci l lor  Mabhida is  a  
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person who d ied  in  N yoni  Pol ice  Stat ion,  which is  a lso 

under my ju r isd ic t ion as in  the iLembe.   He is  a Counci l lor  

in  Mandeni  Munic ipal i t y ,  but  he was murdered in  the N yoni  

pol i c ing precinct ,  which is  s t i l l  under my cont ro l  as a  

Dist r i c t  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So is  i t  sa fe to  assume that  he could  

have enqui red and somebody would have d i rected them to 

you? 

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    I  would say so,  Commissioner .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  was th is  the f i rs t  po l i t i ca l  

k i l l ing in  your  recol lect ion ,  the f i rs t  po l i t ica l  k i l l i ng  wi th in 

your area s ince the Min ister  was appointed ? 

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    To my reco l lect ion,  Commiss ioner,  I  

th ink i t  was,  ja .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  thank you.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   General ,  

just  to  t ie  up on our  previous poin t ,  i f  you have regard to  

paragraph 13 of  your  statement ,  p lease,  that  last  sentence 

there reads:  20 

 “My cal l  wi th  the Min ister  on the 5 t h  o f  

February 2025 was 8 minutes in  

durat ion. ”  

 I f  you then have regard to page 10 of  your  

annexure bundle,  the page where we were before .  
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MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Yes,  I  am wi th you.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Are you there?  And i f  you have a look 

at  the four th l ine f rom the top.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  i s  cor rect ,  Commissioner ,  Chai r .   

The 8 minutes is  consistent  wi th  the WhatsApp export  chat  

that  ref lects the  8 -minute conversat ion I  had w i th the 

Min ister  on the WhatsApp cal l .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    And General ,  as we cont inue to work 

through th is  par t i cu la r  in teract ion wi th the Min ister ,  we wi l l  

just  have reference to th is  ext rac t ion f rom  the data f rom 10 

WhatsApp.   But  I  would ask you then to turn to  paragraph 

14 of  your  statement .    

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Thank you,  Chai r ,  I  am there.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    And cont inue f rom there.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Chai r ,  so la ter  the same day,  the 

Min ister ,  I  WhatsApp ’d the Min ister  wi th  an update because 

I  had received some informat ion regard ing possib le 

suspects  that  came to my at tent ion.   Now,  th is  par t i cu lar  

in format ion,  when i t  came in,  i t  was about  an ar rest  that  

was made,  not  speci f i ca l ly  fo r  the Counci l lo r 's  murder,  but  i t  20 

was suspects that  we had arres ted on a possession of  

unl i censed f i rearm,  which the local  invest igators  at  the 

pol ice stat ion had p icked up in  the in terv iewing the suspect  

that  he may be re lated to the murder of  the Counc i l lor .   I  

messaged the Min ister ,  but  then I  rea l ized,  okay,  maybe we 
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must  see the invest igat ion th rough before I  could have 

g iven that  as a possib le suspect .   And I  then deleted those 

messages to the Min ister .    

CHAIRPERSON :    So,  General ,  the update,  was i t  in  what ,  

d id i t  consist  o f  four  texts ,  because I  see four  delet ions?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Sorry,  I  d id  not  get  the quest ion,  

Commissioner ,  Chai r?  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am saying in  paragraph 14,  you refer  to  

an  update,  s ingular ,  but  in  AG3,  page 10,  I  see four  

delet ions.   So,  was the ,  or  d id the update consist  o f  four  10 

texts?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct ,  Chai rperson.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Thank you.   

General ,  fo l lowing on f rom the Chai rperson's quest ion,  

p lease then cont inue f rom paragraph 15.    

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Thank you,  Chai r .   So,  Chai r ,  on the 

5 t h  o f  February,  a f ter  I  had spoken to the Min ister ,  I  then 

cal led General  Mkhwanazi  to  g ive  h im an  -  our  p rotocol ,  

Chai r ,  is  that ,  wi th in the South Af r ican Pol ice Serv ice in  the 20 

context  is  that  no  man is  unto h imsel f .   You have a chain of  

command and you fo l low that  chain of  command.   You are  

pointed in  the context  of  the chain of  command.   So when 

somebody out  of  your  protocol  contacts you,  communicates  

wi th you,  you wi l l  have to in form your pr inc ipal  that  I  have 
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been communicated by a par t i cu la r  ind iv idual  and th is  is  the 

context  of  the conversat ion.    

 In  th is  instance,  I  then,  in  due respect  to  that  

protocol ,  ca l led my pr inc ipal ,  who is  L ieutenant  General  

Mkhwanazi ,  and I  appr ised h im of  the te lephone 

conversat ion between mysel f  and Min ister  Mchunu .   Chai r ,  

i t  is  s imi lar  to  the very same quest ion that  Commissioner  

Khumalo ra ised ear l ier  on,  where  General  Mkhwanazi  asked 

me,  but  why wi l l  the Min ister  be  cal l ing you ,  do  you know 

the Min ister ,  have you met  h im before ,  how does the 10 

Min ister  have your number?  And my answers to h im was 

s imi lar  to  the ear l ier ,  that  I  do  not  have a personal  

re lat ionship wi th the Min ister .   I  do not  know him.   I  do not  

know where he got  my number  f rom.   I t  is  the f i rs t  t ime I  

have received a  ca l l  f rom a Min ister ,  not  just  f rom a 

Min ister  Mchunu,  f rom any Min ister  in  the South Af r ican 

Government  that  ca l l s  me d i rect ly  and speaks to me.   So I  

have never had a conversat ion wi th  the Min ister  before.    

 Then that  conversat ion,  af ter  out l in ing that  to  

General  Mkhwanazi ,  I  then updated h im a lso  wi th what  was 20 

t ranspi r ing in  the meant ime wi th  regards to the suspect .   

And I  then ind ica ted to h im that  I  have communicated wi th 

the invest igat ing of f icer  of  the task team  that  we may have 

a possib le suspect  that  they may want  to  come and 

in terv iew in  the case that  they are carry ing,  because the  
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one we are having is  just  fo r  unl icensed possession  of  

f i rearm.   

 So af ter  speaking to L ieu tenant  General  

Mkhwanazi ,  I  then messaged h im some of  the  content  

regard ing those four  suspects,  sor ry,  the  two suspects  that  

we had in  our  possession regard ing the unl icensed f i rearm.   

And General  Mkhwanazi  then asked me to keep h im abreast  

a lso i f  there is  any developments in  that  par t i cu lar  a rea 

regard ing the mat ter  of  the Counci l lor .    

 Chai r ,  you wi l l  no te that  the invest igat ion team wi l l  10 

deal  wi th  an invest igat ion ,  but  the impact  of  the  

envi ronmenta l  factors that  wi l l  fo l low the c l imate and the 

temperatures out  there in  the communi ty wi l l  s t i l l  be pol iced 

by the pol ice sta t ion .   Stat ion commander,  mysel f ,  wi l l  be 

moni to r ing what  is  the c l imate.   You wi l l  know that  i t  is  

tense.   There is  a  Counci l lo r  that  has been shot .   There are  

possib le theor ies about  who might  have comm it ted i t ,  who is  

behind i t .   So we had to st i l l  moni tor  that  on the  ground 

physica l l y  ourselves through our  own means and methods.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  General .   P lease then 20 

cont inue on f rom paragraph 17.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Chai r ,  on the 7 t h  o f  February,  I  ca l led  

Min ister  around 08 :37 and I  gave h im an update that  the 

suspects are mak ing thei r  cour t  appearance re lated  to the 

unl icensed possession of  f i rearm  and we have not  deal t  wi th  
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them in terms of  anyth ing e lse except  fo r  the unl icensed 

f i rearm.   So I  ind icated to h im that  there is  a court  date that  

these accused are appear ing on,  but  th is  is  the suspects  

now that  are possib ly  going to be  l inked to the murder of  

the Counci l lo r  and that  once they appeared for  the 

unl icensed f i rearm,  they wi l l  then subsequent ly  be  

processed by the  task team who was going to go and then 

address them on the murder re lated  to the Counci l lor .   

 Chai r ,  the arrest  of  the suspects in  th is  inc ident ,  I  

must  say,  was undertaken by the  publ ic  o r  the pol ic ing on 10 

the same night  of  the murder on a rout ine pat ro l  where they 

had stopped and dur ing the search of  these suspects,  they 

found them wi th f i rear ms and when they had brought  them 

to the stat ion,  i t  is  the local  detect ives in  t ry ing to  

understand where  does the f i rearms come f rom,  where they 

are coming f rom and thei r  invest igat ive techniques of  

invest igat ion,  they then uncover that  i t  is  possib ly  l inked to 

the murder of  the Counci l lo r .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    General ,  before we turn to  the next  

page,  just  to  c lar i fy ,  could I  ask you to have regard to page 20 

10,  again,  o f  your  annexure bundle?  I f  we go back to the 

in i t ia l  te lephone communicat ion you had wi th the Min ister ,  

that  is  the four th  l ine f rom the top on the 5 t h  o f  February.   

Are you there?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Yes,  Chai r .  
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ADV MOHLASEDI :    Okay.   So,  General ,  i f  you read f rom 

the le f t ,  i t  sets ou t  the date there as wel l  as the t ime.    

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Are you ta lk ing about  the four th 

ent ry?  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    The four th ent ry,  that  i s  cor rect .   So i t  

would set  out  the date and then the  t ime.   Are you wi th me?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    On the 5 t h?  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Correct .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Is  that  the 13 :33 or  the above?  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    I t  would be,  the t ime would be 8 :17:59.  10 

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Ja,  8 :17,  yes,  Chai r ,  I  am there.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    So i t  is  the  one,  two,  three ,  i t  is  the 

four th l ine,  but  i t  is  a  th i rd day,  a th i rd ent ry on a date.    

ADV MOHLASEDI :    100%.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    So i t  is  on 08 :17:59.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    59.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    I t  says Min ister  Mchunu,  vo ice cal l ,  8  

minutes.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Indeed.   And your ev idence ear l ier  was 20 

that  the in i t ia tor  o f  that  8 minute ca l l  was Min ister  M chunu.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct ,  Chai rperson.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    100%.  General ,  i f  we then go a few 

l ines down to the  7 t h  o f  February,  the ent ry re lat ing  to the 

7 t h  o f  February,  you see that?  
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MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    I  am there,  Chai r .   I t  is  a t  08:37:36,  

and the cal l  was made by me to the Min ister  …[intervenes] .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    100%.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    For  a durat ion of  7  minutes.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    So for  purposes of  read ing th is  

ext ract ion f rom WhatsApp,  the name of  the in i t ia tor  of  the  

cal l  i s  what  would  appear there.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    The name is  Anthony.   I t  is  my f i rs t  

name,  Commissioners.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Which ind icates that  you were the  10 

in i t ia to r  of  that  7-minute ca l l .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  General .   Could I  then ask 

you to go back to your wi tness statement?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    I  am there.   

ADV MOHLASEDI :    And you can cont inue f rom paragraph 

18,  p lease,  which  is  on page 6.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Thank you,  Chai r .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  maybe before you do that ,  a t  

paragraph 17,  where you say you gave the Min ister  an 20 

update on the sta tus of  the suspects,  what  does that  mean?  

Did you g ive h im names?  What  exact ly  does i t  mean?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    No,  I  d id  no t  provide deta i l  o f  names.   

I  on ly ind icated to the Min ister  that  the two suspects  that  

were arrested for  unl i censed pos session of  f i rearm through 
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the in terv iew process,  we can now say that  we have l inked 

them to the murder of  Counci l lo r  Mabhida,  and tha t  we wi l l  

then be processing them and charg ing them in terms of  that  

par t icu lar  cr ime a f ter  they have appeared in  th is  par t icu la r  

cour t .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   Chai r ,  I  

wi l l  then ind icate  that  in  my next  conversat ion,  wel l ,  not  

conversat ion,  le t  us put  i t ,  in teract ion wi th the Min is ter  was 

on the 15 t h  o f  February.   On the 15 t h  o f  February,  i t  was a 10 

Saturday,  and I  was in  a ,  par t  o f  a  panel  wi th  the,  a  senior  

management  panel  where we were in terv iewing candidates  

for  senior  management  posi t ions.   And dur ing that  par t i cu lar  

t ime of  the in terv iews,  we were in  the process,  so I  was not  

paying at tent ion to my phone ,  and at  some point  when I  

looked at  my phone,  I  rea l ized that  there is  three missed 

cal l s  f rom the Min ister ,  Min iste r  M chunu,  on my phone,  

WhatsApp cal ls .    

 I  looked at  i t  and I  saw that  i t  was,  the f i rs t  one was 

at  09:23,  the second missed cal l  was 09 :24,  and the  th i rd  20 

one was at  10 :50.   So then at  that  t ime when I  pa id  

at tent ion to i t ,  I  was,  we were  wi th  the candidates that  I  saw 

these missed cal ls ,  and so I  wai ted for  the  candidate to  

f in ish.   And then before the next  candidate,  I  then decided 

to,  wel l ,  I  messaged the  Min ister  at  the t ime to say that  I  am 
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in  a panel  and that  I  wi l l  ca l l  h im,  you know,  when the 

candidate was done.    

 But  then when I  t r ied to ca l l  the Min ister  at  10 :55,  I  

d id  not  reach h im ,  and the Min is ter  messaged me to say 

that  he is  at  the funera l  o f  Counci l lor  Mabhida,  so he 

wanted then an update on the  suspects of  th is  par t icu la r ,  

the murder of  the Counci l lor .   He wanted to know the 

charges and any in format ion that  is  re levant  to  the murder  

of  the Counci l lor .   I  would then,  wel l ,  be ing at tending the  

funera l ,  I  would imagine that  he might  want  to  have that  10 

in format ion to communicate to  the  gr iev ing fami ly ,  you 

know,  where we are wi th the invest igat ion and the ar rest  of  

the suspect .    

 So I  was in  th is  panel ,  and when the Min ister  then 

sent  me th is  message,  I  then sent  a message to the actual  

invest igator  of  th is  docket ,  the  team leader,  actual ly ,  

L ieutenant  Colonel  Khumalo,  who,  and I  sa id to  h im that  the  

Min ister  was look ing fo r  an update  on the invest igat ion and 

the suspects.    

 Chai r ,  the Invest igat ing Of f icer  then messaged me 20 

to ind icate that  he wi l l  update the Provincia l  Commissioner  

on where they are wi th the invest igat ion and that  the,  i f  the  

Min ister  wants any fu r ther  updates,  he can contact  the  

Provincia l  Commissioner.   I  then re lated that  message to 

the Min ister  of  what  the Invest igat ing Of f icer  to ld  me,  odd 
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message,  and the Min ister  then responded wi th two words.   

He then said  “now covered ” .   So I  took that  to  bel ieve that  

he is  sat is f ied wi th that  answer that  I  gave h im.   And that  

was the last  t ime that  I  had communicated wi th the Min ister  

on th is  par t icu la r  issue,  Chai rperson.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    General ,  wi th  reference to paragraph 

19,  p reviously,  upon receipt  o f  quer ies f rom the Min ister ,  

you had agreed that  you had responded to h is  request  fo r  

in format ion or  updates.   Is  that  so?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Sorry,  Counsel lor ,  I  d id  not  get  the 10 

quest ion? 

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Previously,  when you would receive 

requests  for  in fo rmat ion concern ing the  Mabhida  murder  

f rom the Min ister ,  you  had agree that  you would respond 

and provide an update or  in fo rmat ion.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  i s  cor rect ,  Counsel lo r .   From the 

last  br ie f  I  had g iven the  Commissioner  of  the possib le l ink 

of  the suspects and that  we d id eventual ly  l ink them, there  

was noth ing more  I  knew about  the  case ,  hence I  needed to  

establ ish f rom the invest igator  what  other  deve lopment .   20 

You know,  somet imes,  for  example,  you may f ind that  the  

invest igator  wi l l  te l l  you,  okay,  the fo l lowing evidence was 

analysed and the  fo l lowing suspect  was l inked,  the f i rearm 

belongs to somebody,  they acqui red the f i rearm f rom whom, 

which other  murders they are  l inked to.   So I  d id  not  have 
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anyth ing more than what  I  had on the previous occasion ,  so  

I  inqui red wi th the invest igator  i f  there is  any developments 

that  have taken p lace so that  I  could appr ise the Min ister .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    And so the ,  your  decis ion to reach out  

to  the Invest igat ing Of f i cer  in  respect  of  th is  murder was 

because at  that  point  you had no fur ther  updates to  provide  

the Min ister .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct ,  Chai rperson.   

Chai rperson,  I  must  a lso add that  in  as much as no mat ter  

which uni t  is  invest igat ing  a murder or  any cr ime,  i f  a  10 

c i t izen or  a communi ty member in  my d ist r i c t  has su f fered a  

t rauma or  a c r ime,  I  have a responsib i l i ty  to  make contact  

wi th  the var ious teams to see where they are wi th mat ters  

and how I  could assist  them, because somet imes log ist ica l l y 

we support  cer ta in operat ions in  the area.    

 So i t  is  the communi ty that  wi l l  ask me the  

quest ion,  what  am I  do ing about  th is  and what  am I  do ing  

about  that?  So I  usual ly  t ry  to  keep abreast .   But  there are 

some sensi t ive un i ts  that  we do not  get  the fu l l  explanat ions 

of  the i r  s tages of  invest igat ion or  where they are ,  for  20 

example,  DPCI ,  Pol i t ica l  Task Team s somet imes wi l l  

w i thhold cer ta in par ts of  the invest igat ion so that  they do 

not  compromise the invest igat ions.   But  we do in teract  wi th  

them.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    And General ,  s t i l l  d iscussing the  
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contents of  paragraph 19 ,  there you ind icate that  the 

Invest igat ing Of f icer  expla ined that  he would update the  

Provincia l  Commissioner,  who would then update the 

Min ister .   Is  that  the ord inary protocol  that  is  fo l lowed?  Is  

that  the procedure that  must  be fo l lowed in  th is  context ,  or  

was that  something unique to the c i rcumstances?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Chai r ,  usual ly  when i t  comes to 

pol i t i ca l  p r inc ip les,  unless we are in  an imbizo  and we are  

together  somewhere as par t  o f  a  communi ty out reach 

program, there wi l l  be that  in teract ion wi th po l i t ic ians.   10 

Other than that ,  when i t  comes to the normal  p ro tocol  o f  

chain of  command,  pol i t ic ians wi l l  ta lk  to  our  p r inc ipals.   

And same way,  i f  you ta lk  to ,  i f  you go to a  d is t r i c t  o f  local  

level ,  you wi l l  f ind that  the Mayor  wi l l  communicate wi th  the 

Stat ion Commander because that  i s  the level  on which they 

are in  the local  area.    

 In  mysel f ,  I  have a lo t  o f  in teract ion,  lo ts of  

in teract ion wi th the Dist r ic t  Mayor  because I  am a  Dist r i c t  

Commissioner.   So I  have a  lo t  o f  in teract ion wi th the  

Dist r i c t  Mayor and the Mayors because in  te rms of  the 20 

levels that  we are on,  on pro tocols,  I  am al lowed to do that  

in teract ion.   But  when i t  comes to MEC ’s,  comes to  

Min isters,  that  protocol  l ies at  the instance of  the Provincia l  

Commissioner  or  the Nat ional  Commissioner,  that  i s  

depending on what  i t  is .   But  mine is  l imi ted as a  Dist r i c t  
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Commissioner  to  Dist r i c t  Mayor,  local  Mayors.   That  is  my 

level  o f  protocol  that  I  can engage and in teract  wi th .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  General .   You ind icated in  

the course of  going th rough your statement ,  that  th is  was 

the f i rs t  t ime that  a Min ister  had contacted you.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    In  par t i cu lar ,  concern ing the murder,  

for  example,  of  a  Counci l lo r ,  o f  a  Ward Counci l lor .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    100%.  And you a lso now expla ined 10 

that  in  o rd inary c i rcumstances,  pol i t ic ians would typ ica l l y  

ta lk  to  your  pr inc ipal ,  would ta lk  to  your  super io r .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    So in  th is  context ,  was i t  appropr ia te  

for  the Min ister  to  reach out  to  you seeking in format ion 

concern ing the murder of  Counci l lo r  Mabhida,  in  your  

opin ion?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Chai r ,  f rom my protocol  t ra in ing,  i t  is  

not  appropr ia te.   But  I  can not  say f rom Min ister  Mchunu 's  

protocol  as a pol i t ic ian what  t ra in ing they receive and how 20 

to communicate and wi th whom and to what  boundar ies they 

cross and a l lowed to cross.   But  pure ly f rom my t ra in ing and 

my 35 years of  h is to r ica l  inst i tu t ional ized protocol ,  i t  is  not  

normal  and i t  is  not  an accordance law protocol  fo r  me to  

in teract  wi th  the Min ister  wi thout  the speci f ic  d i rect ion of  my 
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pr inc ip le.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    And i f  you are able to ,  Genera l ,  could 

you comment  on why that  is  perhaps not  normal  o r  why that  

would go against  your  t ra in ing ,  for  example,  what  i s  

at tempted to be  prevented in  contexts where a  Min ister  

d i rect ly  engages an of f icer  of  your  stat ion?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Chai r ,  th is  comes out  of  exper ience,  

my own persona l  exper ience in  the h isto ry that  I  have  

served the organ isat ion.   In  any province,  the Provincia l  

Government  in teracts complete ly wi th the  Provincia l  10 

Commissioner.   In  fact ,  the Provincia l  Commissioner 

exerc ises and invokes h is author i t y  in  the province in  

consul ta t ion wi th  the execut ive of  that  par t i cu la r  p rovince.   

When a Min ister  in teracts wi th a Nat ional  Commissioner,  i t  

is  f ine .    

 When he in teracts wi th the Provincia l  

Commissioner ,  i t  is  a lso f ine.   But  the Provincia l  

Commissioner i s  bet te r  posi t ioned to understand what  and 

how to answer a  Nat ional  Min ister  who is  asking about  a  

province to which the Provincia l  Commissioner  is  serv ing  20 

under the leadership of  the prov inc ia l  execut ive,  in  th is  

instance the Premier ,  and h is cabinet .    

 So yes,  he wi l l  be bet te r  posi t ioned to be able to  

understand the bet ter  p ic ture of  what  responses is  bet ter  

su i ted to the Min ister .  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    Can I  just  c la r i fy  something?  

General ,  d id  the Min ister  say in  what  capaci ty  he is  

communicat ing wi th you ,  and the reason I  am asking that  i s  

I  see that  on the 15 t h  he at tended the funera l  o f  Counci l lor  

Mabhida.   They could have been re lated.   They cou ld have 

been members of  the same pol i t ica l  par ty.   So i t  does not  

necessar i ly  fo l low that  when the Min ister  makes enqui r ies ,  

he  is  making them in  h is  capaci ty  as a Min ister .   I t  could  

have been as a  pol i t i ca l  co l league,  as a re lat ive ,  or  as  

somebody who is  f rom the same iLembe d ist r ic t .   In  what  10 

capaci ty  d id the Min ister  communicate to  you and ask you 

these quest ions?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Chai r ,  I  d id  not  get  that  f rom the 

Min ister  and I  d id  not  ask h im in  what  capaci ty .   Mine,  I  

took i t  just  as a  Min ister ,  because the only re lat ionship I  

would have had wi th h im now tha t  he is  ca l l ing me is  as a 

Min ister ,  noth ing more than that .   So he d id not  te l l  me I  am 

cal l ing because I  am a re lat ive or  I  d id  not  have that  

ind icat ion,  Chai r .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes,  le t  me g ive you an example.   As 20 

I  am s i t t ing  here,  I  am a Commissioner,  but  outs ide  of  th is  

Commission,  I  am an ord inary c i t izen.   And i f  I  go to a 

pol ice stat ion or  I  contact  a Stat ion Commander and I  

inqui re about  an exist ing case,  there are l ines to be  drawn.   

You cannot  assume I  am doing that  because I  am a 
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Commissioner  at  the Ma dlanga Commission.   I  could be 

doing i t  as an ord inary c i t i zen or  as somebody who l ives in  

a par t i cu la r  a rea who is  in terested in  what  is  going on wi th 

a par t i cu lar  cr iminal  case.    

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Commissioner,  that  is  why ear ly  on I  

sa id that  la te r  on  I  could only summarize that  the  in terest  

could have been because the Counci l lor  Mabhida was f rom 

the ANC.  So i t  is  possib le that  i t  is  because he is  a  

comrade,  because he is  a re lat i ve,  but  I  d id  not  get  that  

c lear  f rom the Min ister  as to  what  was h is speci f i c  10 

re lat ionship,  whether  i t  was just  fu l f i l l ing an of f ice duty as 

an of f ice bearer  o f  the ANC or  as a  Min ister  or  as a  re lat i ve.   

I  d id  not  p ick that  up in  my in teract ion as to what  would be 

the reason speci f i ca l l y .   I t  could ,  might  have been tha t  ja .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   General ,  

that  then br ings us to the end of  your  paragraph 19.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ms Mohlasedi ,  le t  me then ask my 

quest ion i f  you are  complet ing that  sect ion.   General ,  we 

have had the Min ister  test i fy  here before,  and in  the context  

of  the Pol i t ica l  K i l l ings Task Team.  His stated posi t ion is  20 

that  there is  no h ie rarchy of  murders.   Murder i s  murder,  

and there is  no reason to have a specia l i zed team or  a  

specia l  team,  task team invest igat ing pol i t i ca l  k i l l ings.   

Now,  has the Min ister ,  and that  is  the context  of  my 

quest ion,  keep that  in  mind ,  has the Min ister  ca l led you 
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about  any other  k i l l ing that  fa l ls  wi th in your jur isd ict ion?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    No,  Commissioners.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   General ,  

can I  then ask you to have regard to the second sub -

heading.   We are on page 6 of  your  wi tness statement .   

There is  a second sub -heading jus t  above paragraph 20.   I t  

is  t i t led “Ward 28,  Shakaskraal  by -e lect ion” .   Are you there?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    I  am there,  Commissioners.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Okay.   Can I  ask you to deta i l  for  the 10 

Commission the events re lat ing to  that  by -e lect ion star t ing 

f rom paragraph 20,  p lease?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Chai r ,  my next  

in teract ion would be re lated to the Ward 28 Shaka skraal  by-

e lect ion,  and th is  is  a lso in  General  Mkhwanazi ’s  test imony 

that  he had re lated here in  ora l  ev idence at  the 

Commission.   Chai r ,  there was a by -e lect ion that  was 

underway in  th is  par t i cu la r  ward.   I t  is  in  the  

Shakaskraal /Umhla l i  a rea ,  where a candidate,  Mr ,  known as 

Doeshiee,  but  h is  name is  V ishnu Gopaul  Govender ,  was a 20 

candidate  standing for  the e lect ion,  by -e lect ions in  that  

par t icu lar  ward.    

 Chai r ,  in  2024,  dur ing the  nat ional  e lect ions,  

nat ional  and provincia l  e lect ions ,  Mr Doeshiee Govender  

was qui te  inst rumenta l  in  ra l l y ing support  in  that  ward 
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towards the ANC, and i t  is  one of  the very few wards that  

won s igni f i cant  vo tes dur ing that  e lect ion .  

CHAIRPERSON :    The ANC won.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  an,  i t  was an ANC ward and 

he was in  2024 an ANC Counci l lo r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Then in  2025,  he resigned f rom the 

ANC as a Counc i l lor ,  which prompted a by-e lect ion.   So 

dur ing th is  per iod ,  i t  meant  that  he  resigned as a Counci l lor  

f rom the munic ipal i ty  and,  of  course,  f rom the ANC, and he 10 

then jo ined the Umkhonto S izwe par ty.   The candidate,  Mr  

Doeshiee Govender ,  in  the previous e lect ion,  as I  ind icated,  

over  decades,  he has been very,  very wel l  supported in  that  

communi ty  and in  th is  by -e lect ion,  he seemed to enjoy the 

s imi lar  support .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Now campaigning under the banner of  the  

MK party.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  i s  correct ,  Chai r .   He is  now 

campaigning under the banner of  the MK party.   Chai r ,  the  

campaigning,  dur ing the  campaigning per iod,  there were  20 

qui te  a  number of  senior ,  very  h igh -prof i led  ANC of f ic ia ls  

would come and support  the ANC candidate which  was in  

that  a rea,  t ry ing to campaign fo r  the ANC.  One of  them was 

Min ister  Mchunu,  and he a lso came out  campaigning.    

 I  wi l l  deal  wi th  that  campaigning par t  in  a shor t  
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whi le .   I  wi l l  s tar t  wi th  where he,  on the 31 s t  o f  March 2025,  

af ter  campaigning on the previous days,  on the weekend,  on  

the 31 s t  o f  March,  Min ister  Mchunu went  to  the  pol ice 

stat ion of  SAPS Umhla l i  and he then ind icated to the 

Stat ion Commander,  L ieutenant  Co lonel  N aicker ,  tha t  whi le  

he was on h is campaign t ra i l ,  he was taken to some people 

who compla ined extensive ly about  the MK party candidate,  

Mr Doeshiee Govender and the compla ints he had received 

f rom them was that  the pol ice is  doing noth ing and they are  

under the cont ro l  o f  Mr Doeshiee Govender ,  and that  Mr 10 

Doeshiee Govender and h is fami ly  get  away wi th commit t ing  

any k ind of  a t roc i ty  they feel  l i ke or  cr ime.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Speci f i c  reference ,  General ,  is  made to 

CAS 61/06/2021.    

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  …[ in tervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  what  was that  case about?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  was a  case of  a  housebreaking 

and thef t  case where he speci f ica l l y  to ld  the  Stat ion  

Commander that  he wi l l  be return ing to the pol ice s tat ion in  

the af ternoon at  15h00 hours and he wants the management  20 

to br ing that  docket  and expla in to  h im why Mr Doeshiee 

Govender has not  been ar rested.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Who had la id a  charge in  respect  of  th is  

mat ter  and who was the suspect?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Chai r ,  in  th is  par t icu la r  case docket ,  
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a  compla inant  was,  i t  is  in  my notes and I  d id  not  put  i t  in  

the statement ,  the notes  I  made of  the meet ing that  the  

Min ister  had ,  the  compla inant  was a member of  the publ ic  

and the suspect  in  th is  par t icu lar  case docket  was the son 

of  Mr Doeshiee Govender and not  Mr Doeshiee Govender 

h imsel f .   So that  was a housebreak ing and thef t  case.    

 So in  the morning,  basica l l y  he  te l ls  the Stat ion  

Commander,  Min ister  says to the Stat ion Commander,  I  am 

coming back at  3  o 'c lock ,  have your management  ready ,  

br ing th is  docket ,  I  am going to in terv iew more peop le wi th  10 

compla ints  and I  wi l l  want  you to expla in why you are  doing 

noth ing about  these cases.    

CHAIRPERSON :    I  do real i se,  o f  course,  that  the  

in teract ion was wi th the L ieutenant  Colonel  Nai cker .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  in  the morning.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   Did you ever  get  to  understand why 

the Min ister  was making a l l  these enqui r ies?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Commissioner,  I  am coming to that  

par t  o f  my statement  where,  af ter  that  conversat ion,  Colonel  

Naicker  ca l led me and ind icated that  what  had t ranspi red.   20 

She a lso sent  me a message in  re lat ion to that .   And then I  

was at  that  t ime in  a meet ing,  an accountabi l i ty  session,  

case docket  session wi th Genera l  Mkhwanazi  and as the  

normal  protocol  again,  I  in formed the Provincia l  

Commissioner  that  the Stat ion Commander  of  Umhla l i  has 
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ca l led me to  ind icate the Min ister 's  v is i t ,  h is  conversat ion,  

and h is in tended revis i t  a t  15 h00 hours.    

 My d iscussion w i th General  Mkhwanazi  when i t  

concluded was that  I  should go there to the pol ice  stat ion 

and jo ined that  meet ing and not  leave the jun ior  level  to  be 

in teract ing wi th the Min ister  in  that  fashion,  which  I  d id ,  

Chai rperson.   I  then proceeded to  the pol ice stat ion  and i t  

is  where then I  found the Min ister ,  Min iste r  Mchunu wi th a  

few of  the ANC of f ic ia ls  in  the  of f ice of  the Stat ion 

Commander.    10 

 Chai r ,  a l l  o f  them were c lad in  ANC regal ia .   They 

were c lad in  ANC regal ia  and they were in  the of f ice of  the  

Stat ion Commiss ioner.   I  greeted the Min ister  and h is 

co l leagues that  were wi th h im.   I  greeted the Stat ion 

Commander and the  management  that  was there,  and I  took 

a seat  at  that  tab le.   And then I  ind icated to  the Min ister  

that  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    When you say they were a l l  c l ad  in  ANC 

regal ia ,  does that  inc lude the Min is ter?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  inc ludes the Min ister ,  Chai r .   20 

For ease of  reference,  in  my annexure,  there is  a  p ic ture 

that  was taken wi th the Min ister  on that  day outs ide the  

pol ice stat ion in  that  par t icu la r  regal ia .    

ADV MOHLASEDI :    To assist  you,  General ,  that  p ic tu re is  

on page 6 of  your  annexure bundle.   I t  is  AG2.   
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MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Chai r ,  th is  p ic ture,  

I  must  contextual ize i t ,  i t  was not  a p ic tu re that  was taken 

out  of  an of f ic ia l ,  i t  was a request  of  the CPF Chai rperson 

that  wanted the p icture wi th the Min ister .   And then the 

Min ister  d id not  want  to  be a lone ,  so he jo ined the  Min ister  

in  that  photo wi th  the par t icu la r  CPF,  Deputy Chai rperson of  

the CPF in that  p ic tu re.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  General .   Genera l ,  can I  

ask you to p lease cont inue your ev idence f rom paragraph 

25?  At  th is  poin t ,  you  have expla ined to the Commission  10 

that  the Min ister  had asked for  a meet ing at  the stat ion at  3  

o 'c lock and requested that  s tat ion management  expla in to  

h im the ongoings wi th reference to CAS 61,  i s  that  r ight?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .   Chai r ,  when I  

had arr ived,  as I  ind icated,  I  d id  see the Min ister  and I  d id  

now int roduce to  the Min ister  that ,  one wi l l  recal l  that  my 

previous in teract ion wi th the Min ister  was wi th the,  was as a  

Dist r i c t  Commissioner of  iLembe on the previous inc ident .   

Now I  had to in t roduce mysel f  to  the Min ister  as the Act ing  

Deputy Provincia l  Commissioner for  Cr ime Detect ion .   So I  20 

then in t roduced mysel f  in  my new act ing capaci ty  as to  what  

brought  me there.    

 The Stat ion  Commander was,  the  Act ing Stat ion  

Commander,  Colonel  Naicker ,  was a lso in  the room because 

the Stat ion Commander was on vacat ion leave at  the t ime.   



    26 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 46 

Page 39  o f  201  

 

 

A lso then the Act ing Dist r i c t  Commissioner was a lso present  

in ,  or  jo ined us a  l i t t le  la ter ,  actua l ly ,  in  the session.   So,  

Min ister  Mchunu then ind icated that  they are just  wai t ing fo r  

one gent leman to  jo in  them before  they can star t ,  and that  

gent leman was Mr Sandeep O udhram.  He was a lso  an ANC 

comrade.   So af ter  a few minutes has passed,  I  th ink the 

Min ister  decided to star t  the meet ing wi thout  h im,  wh ich we 

d id  and Mr Oudhram subsequent ly  jo ined whi le  we were in  

the meet ing.    

 But  the Min ister  then star ts  to  nar rate that  he went  10 

to d i f ferent  houses or  communi ty members  and in  par t icu la r ,  

there were th ree d i f fe rent  instances that  he narrated 

compla ints against  the candidate that  is  s tand ing for  

e lect ions,  Mr  Doeshiee Govender .   The Min ister  was of  the 

opin ion that  there is  a,  the communi ty has a sense of  

f rust rat ion that  we are doing noth ing about  Mr  Doeshiee 

Govender and h is  son 's behaviour .    

 Commissioner,  my notes,  as the Min ister  was 

out l in ing i t ,  I  have made ref lect ion on my notes,  which is  

par t  o f  my bundle ,  which  …[intervenes] .  20 

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Let  me assist  you,  General .   Your  

notes,  a typed vers ion of  your  notes,  my apologies,  appears 

on page 4 of  your  annexure bundle.   The handwr i t ten 

vers ion is  AG1,  beginning on page one ,  but  the typed 

vers ion of  that  meet ing would be on page 4.    
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MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Yes,  Cha i r .   So,  my handwr i t ten 

vers ion and my typed notes are there.   So,  there was,  I  wi l l  

not  ment ion the  names in  my notes for  the sake of  

protect ion of  those compla inants in  those mat ters,  but  they 

were persons that  the Min ister  referred to that  were  

compla in ing about  Mr  Doeshiee Govender and they narrated 

cer ta in cases a lso.    

 Chai r ,  a t  the end of  th is  ent i re  session wi th the  

Min ister  and Mr  Sandeep were  a lso nar rat ing  cer ta in  

f rust rat ions against  th is  candidate,  I  then pointed to the 10 

Min ister  that  f i rs t l y ,  the CAS 61,  we gave h im a feedback  to  

say that  in  that  case docket  of  61 ,  housebreaking,  which the 

Min ister  speci f i ca l ly  asked for .   The suspect  is  not  Mr 

Doeshiee Govender ,  i t  is  h is  son.   And i t  i s  not  that  we d id 

not  a rrest  the son,  we arrested the son in  th is  mat ter .    

 In  th is  par t i cu lar  mat te r ,  there were other  accused 

wi th the son that  was arrested  and the mat ter  was taken to 

court  and the prosecutor  then decl ined to prosecute the son 

in  th is  mat ter .   I t  is  because in  the  compla inant 's  vers ion of  

a  statement ,  the compla inant  never saw the son,  bu t  heard 20 

voices,  and she associated the voice wi th the son.   So I  

cannot  -  no,  I  do not  know more than what  was in  the mind 

of  the prosecutor ,  but  that  is  the reasoning that  was 

provided in  tha t  case docket .   So that  mat ter  was 

wi thdrawn,  or  dec l ined to prosecute .    
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 So I  gave the feedback to the Min ister  on that  

par t icu lar  docket ,  and the Min ister  was then not  happy wi th 

that .   He says,  why wi l l  the prosecutor  decide  in  that  

par t icu lar  way?  There was a lso  the same son who was 

charged for  murder.   The context  of  the murder was where 

he drove h is vehic le in to somebody af te r  an argument  and 

the court  gave h im a suspended sentence wi th communi ty  

serv ice.   The Min ister  then wanted to know why the court  

gave such a len ient  sentence  and again,  I  responded to the  

Min ister  that  i t  is  the  prerogat ive of  the Judic iary,  we cannot  10 

quest ion the outcomes of  hear ings or  t r ia ls  and the 

sanct ions and the  verd icts .   The court  is  the only p lace one 

can take one 's recourse to.    

 So the Min ister  then ind icated he wi l l  ra ise th is  

issue wi th the Min ister  of  Just ice  in  h is  own in teract ions 

wi th h im.   I  then ind icated to the Min ister ,  in  re lat ion  to the 

compla ints that  he was c i t ing wi th the assistance of  Mr 

Oudhram, that  we would real l y  l ike to  get  to  in terv iew those 

par t icu lar  persons,  open cases i f  we need to,  and get  a  

report  on,  or  compla int  i f  they are compla in ing about  pol i ce 20 

inef f ic iency so that  one could assist  in  at tending to  i t  in  a 

formal  and const ruct ive manner.    

 Min iste r  in  that  meet ing agreed that  Mr O udhram 

wi l l  provide that  report  to  the Stat ion Commander.   I  must  

say,  Chai r ,  to  date,  we do not  have that  report  and we have  



    26 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 46 

Page 42  o f  201  

 

 

not  been g iven access to the  people that  they were 

compla in ing about .    

 Then I  a lso then wanted to ind icate that  dur ing my 

in teract ion wi th the Act ing Stat ion  Commander,  even pr io r  

to  th is  meet ing,  on the date  on which Mr ,  Min ister  Mchunu 

was campaigning,  she d id send me on e text  message on 

WhatsApp ind ica t ing to me that  Mr Oudhram took the 

Min ister  to  three speci f ic  p laces or  to  houses for  people to  

compla in about  the  candidate,  Mr D oeshiee Govender .   So,  

and my response to her  was that  i f  the Min ister  asks you 10 

any quest ions,  take note of  that  and ind icate to  the Min ister  

that  we wi l l  respond appropr ia te ly  to  those concerns.   At  

that  t ime i t  was concerned.   So we wi l l  repor t  and I  d id  not  

real ize the Min is ter  was going to  come the fo l lowing day 

and then cal l  a  meet ing.   So we thought ,  I  asked the Stat ion 

Commander act ing at  that  t ime to just  take note o f  i t  and 

then we wi l l  get  to  respond to that .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    And General ,  just  a  quest ion of  

c la r i f icat ion.   I f  regard is  had to your paragraph 28 of  the 

wi tness statement  at  the bot tom of  page 8.  20 

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Yes.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    That  reference there  to “he ”  in  the f i rs t  

sentence,  the Min ister  enqui red why he was g iven a 

suspended sentence for  murder ,  that  is  a reference to who 

exact ly?  
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MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    I  th ink,  Chai r ,  wel l ,  not  th ink ,  the  

Min ister  was g iven an impression by Mr O udhram and the 

col leagues that  were here wi th h im  that  i t  was Mr Doeshiee 

Govender that  was charged for  murder.   And then I  had to 

ind icate to  the Min ister  that  i t  was not  the Mr D oeshiee 

Govender ,  i t  was the son.   So the “he ”  I  am saying is  when I  

re ferred to th is  paragraph,  but  then I  had a l ready c lar i f ied 

to the Min ister ,  so I  was just  refer r ing to the son at  th is  

point .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    And so just  to  be just  to  be c lear ,  those 10 

compla ints that  you recorded in  your  notes,  at  page 4 of  

your  annexure bundle ,  those compla ints,  in  fact ,  d i rected to,  

were re lated to a l leged cr iminal  conduct  on the par t  o f  

Govender Junior  and not  on the par t  o f  D oeshiee Govender  

as …[ incomplete] .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Chai r ,  yes,  the compla ints ,  to  the i r  

understanding I t  was against  Doeshiee Govender and the  

sons,  but  when you go in to i t ,  you then real ise i t  i s  not  Mr 

Doeshiee Govender,  the candidate that  was standing at  the 

by-e lect ions ,  i t  was against  the sons.  20 

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  General .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  am I  hear ing you to refer  to  sons ,  

p lu ra l?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Mr Doeshiee Govender has a few 

sons.  
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CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  a l l  r ight .   A l l  r ight .   I  am asking  

speci f ica l l y  because I  thought  throughout  you are referr ing 

to just  one son.   Now …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    No,  he has qui te  a few sons,  

problemat ic  sons,  Chai r ,  very problemat ic  sons.   He has 

three.   Ja,  very,  very problemat ic .   I  can say to you that  

because whi ls t  Mr  Doeshiee Govender …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Is  not  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    We should not  ge t  to  any …[intervenes] .  10 

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  personal .   Ja,  then I  am not  

going …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Any deta i l  wi th  regards to them being 

problemat ic .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Wel l ,  Chai r ,  I  sa id that  wi th  no 

cont radict ion s imply because Mr Gove nder h imsel f  ca l ls  me 

and he te l ls  me to p lease come and lock h is sons up.   He 

cal l s  me.   So tha t  is  why I  say i t  wi th  no cont radict ion.   He 

cal l s  me to say he is  not  fed up of  th is  one and i t  is  fed up 

of  that  one ,  p lease come and ar rest  h im.   So that  is  why I  20 

say i t  wi thout  cont radict ion.   

ADV MOHLASEDI :    And d id you ar rest  them, Genera l?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Chai r ,  we d id.   Yes,  we d id.   I  sent  a  

pol ice van and we arrested h is son.   I  d id .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  I  am t ry ing to make sense of  
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your  paragraph 23 read wi th 26.   You say in  23,  the reason 

for  the Min ister  going to the pol ice stat ion was to enqui re  

about  the case involv ing the Mr Gove nder .   And in  26,  you 

say,  in  summary,  the Min ister  h igh l ighted that  he was on a  

campaign t ra i l  a t  Umhla l i  in  Ward 28.   So I  just  need to  

understand,  what  was the reason for  the Min ister  coming to 

the pol ice stat ion ,  and maybe i f  you can a lso expla in for  us 

the photo on page 7.   You only refer red to us to the  one on 

page 6 of  AG2.   What  i s  happening on the photo on page 7  

of  AG2? 10 

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Chai r ,  the photo on the page 7 is  a  

photo that  was provided to me by L ieutenant  Colonel  

Naicker .   She was physica l l y  shadowing the entourage wi th 

the SAPS members dur ing the campaign t ra i l  on the roads  

and th is  i s  a photograph where the Min ister  was on the  

campaign t ra i l .   So th is  par t i cu la r ,  th is  was on the weekend 

pr ior  to  th is  meet ing where the Min ister  was campaigning,  

where she sent  me the photo to say the Min ister  i s ,  she was 

g iv ing me updates operat ional ly  on what  was happening in  

the area.  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So just  pause there.   These people 

were not  at  the pol ice stat ion on the 31 s t  o f  March? 

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    No,  no,  Chai r .   This one was on 

campaigning.   The other  p ic tu re  is  on the pol ice stat ion 

i tse l f .  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    Ja.   And …[ indist inct ]  [ microphone 

of f ] .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    The Min is ter  came speci f i ca l l y  to  

enqui re why the s tat ion management  is  not  making or  tak ing  

decis ive act ion against  Mr  Doeshiee Govender and h is  

fami ly  for  cr imina l  act iv i t ies that  they are commit t ing in  the  

area.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And he is  doing th is  whi le  he  is  on a 

campaign t ra i l?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  cor rect ,  Chai rperson.   Chai r ,  10 

in terest ing ly enough,  the one th ing exper ience has taught  

me is  that  whether  you say you are  f rom the EFF or  whether  

you say you are  f rom the MK party ,  a l l  o f  them are star t ing 

at  the ANC.  So when we had f in ished that  meet ing,  the 

very same col leagues that  was wi th the Min ister  on the day 

in  the room, I  do  not  know what  conversat ion and who,  but  

the candidate h imsel f ,  Mr  D oeshiee Govender ,  ca l led me 

af ter  that  meet ing and the Min ister  had le f t ,  he said,  I  

be l ieve you are now being g iven inst ruct ions to ar rest  me.    

 This is  the candidate,  Mr D oeshiee Govender .   I  20 

bel ieve the Min is ter  has now given you an inst ruc t ion to  

ar rest  me.   And I  ind icated,  no,  I  d id  not  receive such an 

inst ruct ion to ar rest  you.   We were having d iscussions 

about  you and your fami ly  and your c r iminal  behavio urs and 

cases that  might  be here,  but  no inst ruct ion to arrest  you at  



    26 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 46 

Page 47  o f  201  

 

 

that  meet ing.    

 But ,  and I  sa id to  Mr Go vender ,  and he said,  wel l ,  

are you going to  be arrest ing me in  any event?  I  sa id to  

h im,  no,  I  do not  have a warrant  of  ar rest  fo r  you,  but  i f  you 

commit  a c r ime in  the presence o f  a pol ice of f icer ,  and i f  

there is  a case that  you commit  a  cr ime now and there  is  

ev idence,  I  wi l l  come and arrest  you,  but  for  now,  I  do not  

have anyth ing to ar rest  you for .    

 So,  somebody to ld Mr Govender  that  the Min ister  

had inst ructed us  in  the meet ing to ,  and then he te l ls  me,  10 

no,  but  the col leagues in  that  meet ing,  the comrades f rom 

there,  to ld  me that  the Min ister  to ld  you,  I  sa id,  no,  look,  

you are  not  get t ing the r ight  in fo rmat ion.   Yes,  there was 

quest ions about  why you were not ,  you and your fami ly  have 

cases that  have not  been invest igated,  you are not  a rrested 

for  those cases,  but  not  to  say we must  come now and 

ar rest  you.   So I  d id  not  have an inst ruct ion l ike that .    

ADV MOHLASEDI :    General ,  could  we turn to  paragraphs 

29 and 30 of  your  wi tness statement .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Perhaps before 30,  Ms Mohlasedi ,  le t  me 20 

just  take you to paragraph 29,  General .   You say :  

 “Whi le  the meet ing was in  session,  M r  

…” [ in tervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Sorry,  Chai r ,  which paragraph?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Two n ine,  29.    
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MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    29,  okay.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   

 “Whi le the meet ing was in  session,  Mr  

Oudhram, d id jo in  the meet ing .   I  

expla ined to the Min ister  that  whi ls t  we 

wanted to assist  h im ,  the d i f f icu l ty  was 

that  i t  was unclear  in  what  capaci ty  he 

approached us. ”  

 Did the Min ister  respond to th is  comment?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    He d id not  respond d i rect ly  to  that ,  10 

because the way I  put  i t  to  the Min ister  was that  he was in  

regal ia ,  he was in  ANC shi r ts ,  and h is co l leagues are now 

taking h im to p laces and people  are compla in ing  to h im 

because of  h is  posi t ion as a Min ister .   And now as a  

Min ister ,  he has that  ro le and t i t le  that  nobody can take 

f rom him.   And I  th ink h is  comrades have now put  h im in  a 

predicament  where he is  now,  they want  to  see h im 

basica l ly  how he uses that  posi t ion  to unpack what  they are 

get t ing compla ints about .    

 So he d id not  respond to me d i rect ly  on th is  20 

par t icu lar  mat ter ,  but  i t  was a subt le  way of  me br ing ing i t  

to  the at tent ion that  i t  is  a  b i t  o f  a  d i f f icu l t y  in  the  case ,  in  

th is  instance as to having a s i t t ing Min ister  in  an ANC 

regal ia .   Even ourselves,  Chai rperson in  the pol ice ,  we,  

despi te  what  preference you might  have of  a pol i t ica l  par ty,  
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because we are voters ,  bot tom l ine  is  we are voters ,  we go 

to vote.   Whether  you can say anyth ing,  we go vote.   But  in  

the fa i rness of  exerc is ing our  duty,  we do not  put  on shi r t s  

and show our in terest  and favour to  a par t icu lar  par ty,  

despi te  going to the bal lo t  s tat ion ,  to  the bal lo t  paper and 

put t ing a cross next  to  a  pol i t ica l  par ty.   But  in  d ischarg ing  

our  dut ies  and undertaking any author i ty  g iven to us ,  we do 

not  put  regal ia ’s .   So i t  was a b i t ,  a  t r icky s i tuat ion for  a l l  o f  

us and I  am glad I  was there  to support  the  Stat ion  

Commander on the day.  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Back to paragraph 30 ,  Ms Mohlasedi .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Cha i r .   You 

took one of  my quest ions,  so I  wi l l  ask the second one.   But  

General ,  just  as  a c la r i f icatory point ,  is  i t  cor rect  that  the 

subject  mat ter  of  the Min ister 's  enqui r ies at  that  meet ing of  

the 31 s t  was Mr  Doeshiee Govender .   I t  was not  cr ime 

broadly or  other  cr iminal  act iv i t ies .   I t  re la ted pr imar i l y  to  

Mr Doeshiee Govender .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    I t  re la ted pr imary,  Chai r .   Pr imar i ly  to  

the candidate,  and I  have to  say i t  wi thout  any 20 

cont radict ion ,  i t  re la ted to the candidate that ,  Mr Doeshiee 

Govender and h is fami ly ,  but  speci f i ca l ly  focused on Mr 

Doeshiee Govender .   And perhaps,  Chai r ,  i t  was a b i t  odd 

that  one would take that  extent  of  in tervent ion at  the pol ice  

stat ion.    
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 I  sa id ear l ie r  on that  Mr D oeshiee Govender in  that  

par t icu lar  communi ty enjoyed huge support  f rom the 

communi ty and that  ref lected in  the  pol ls .   So i t  was s l ight ly  

just  uncomfor table that  somebody who had won the previous 

landsl ide e lect ions,  that  the ent i re  communi ty  is  suddenly  

angry against  h im,  that  th ree people in  the ent i re  communi ty 

would go to the i r  houses and be in terv iewed to make a 

compla int  about  th is  candidate  and ta lk  about  th is  

candidate.   And the case is  that  even wi th the candidate  

h imsel f ,  what  is  ref lected on record is  that  not  a s ingle case 10 

was af ter  2024 ,  so meaning the candidate was up and f i rm 

and standing and cor rect  and upr ight  accord ing to 

everybody 's eyes up unt i l  2025 when he changed f loors,  

when he crossed the f loor  to  another  par ty.   A l l  th is  t ime h is 

record was c lean as far  as anybody was concerned.   So 3 

people  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Wel l ,  accord ing  to the Min ister ,  that  was 

because the pol ice were doing noth ing.   

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  cor rect ,  Chai r .   Accord ing to  

the Min ister ,  tha t  the pol ice of f icers were doing noth ing  20 

unt i l  we unpacked each and every  case that  the par t icu la r  

candidate was charged fo r  previously and the outcomes of  

those cases.   And there is  no new cases.   There was not  a 

s ingle new case that  we had s ince the previous e lect ion  

against  the candidate.   So we fe l t ,  wel l ,  I  fe l t  i t  was a b i t  
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odd and mischievous that  you would go to three people 's  

houses,  wel l ,  perhaps not  the Min ister  d id i t  on h is own.   He 

was taken to them, to  those houses by h is co l leagues,  h is  

comrades.   And then f rom there,  you then say that  there is  

a problem wi th th is  candidate.   And of  course,  again,  in  the  

by-e lect ion,  i t  p layed out  and i t  made,  i t  came c lear  that  the  

communi ty i s  not  angry wi th th is  person.   They vo ted for  

h im again,  in  a landsl ide v ic to ry again.    

 So,  Chai r ,  i t  was a b i t  uncomfor tab le,  and even as I  

s i t  here,  i t  is  ext remely uncomfor table for  me to g ive  10 

evidence of  th is  nature against  the Min ister  in  such a way,  

because one would have expected not  to  have had tha t  

meet ing at  the po l ice stat ion,  i r respect ive of  what  pressure  

came f rom the col leagues f rom the ANC.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I t  does seem odd,  though,  that  in  

2025,  March,  the  Min ister  would go to a pol ice stat ion and 

ask why somebody has not  been arrested fo r  cases f rom 

2016 and 2021.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  mean why,  why in  2025?  Why d id 20 

he not  ask that  in  2024 or  2023?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  cor rect ,  Chai r .   I  th ink ,  you 

know,  i t  is  just  an open book that  everybody  is  asking the 

same quest ions  and your assumpt ions are as good as mine.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  as I  understand i t ,  the 
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s ign i f i cance of  your  referencing  tha t  the ,  o r  ment ion ing that  

the Min ister  and the people wi th whom he was were wear ing  

ANC regal ia  and T-shi r ts ,  the s igni f icance of  i t  is  he was 

not  in  the d ischarge of  min ister ia l  funct ions.   He was 

campaigning.   He was in  the campaign t ra i l  fo r  a  candidate  

of  the ANC.   

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  …[ in tervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Am I  cor rect  in  that  understanding?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  i s  cor rect ,  Commissioner.   And I  

th ink i t  is  something that  becomes d i f f icu l t  fo r  us as of f ic ia ls  10 

to navigate.   Now,  I  am a General ,  and I  had to navigate 

through that .   I  had to go to the  assistance of  a  Stat ion  

Commander.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    A  Constable would not  navigate ,  he  

wi l l  comply.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    In  an ord inary day.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    He wi l l  not  navigate through that .  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    So i t  becomes qui te  a b i t  o f  a  

chal lenge that  somet imes of f ice bearers on a pol i t ica l  level  

put  us th rough as Government  of f ic ia ls .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   So in  shor t ,  what  you are  saying is  
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he was in  ANC regal ia  carry ing out ,  campaign ing and 

therefore ANC act iv i t ies,  and he had used h is min ister ia l ,  

the power of  h is  min ister ia l  o f f i ce to  get  a meet ing wi th the 

Stat ion Commander and wi th the management  of  the  stat ion  

and to ask about  dockets.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  i s  correct ,  Chai r .   But  I  must  be  

a lso qui te  open-minded to the fact  to  say that  i f  any pol i t ica l  

par ty came in regal ia  and they d id not  have a designat ion of  

power on them, they could walk in to a pol ice stat ion and 

compla in about  the candidate and we would have g iven 10 

them the same at tent ion in  the same regard ,  in  the i r  regal ia .   

The complexi ty  here is  that  i t  is  a  Min ister .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   Wel l ,  even wi th that  scenar io,  

would you,  i t  be ing any other  pol i t ica l  par ty,  would you 

br ing the docket ,  as you say in  paragraph 23,  the Min ister  

had asked fo r  a speci f ic  case docket  to  be brought  in  the 

af ternoon,  would you share that  wi th  an ord inary member of  

the publ ic ,  the contents of  a  docket  and d iscuss the 

speci f ics of  a  case that  i s  in  a docket?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    No,  I  would  not .   I  wi l l  summarize.   I  20 

wi l l  not  g ive them the deta i l  tha t  I  would have,  that  I  

ord inar i l y  gave the Min ister .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    We gave h im more deta i l  o f  

in format ion.   Cha i r ,  a l l  th is  in format ion on ind iv iduals in  a 
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pr ivate,  these are  pr ivate people.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    A l l  th is  in format ion we gave to the  

Min ister ,  pure ly because he is  the Min ister .   I f  somebody 

walked in  there,  I  would have g iven them audience,  but  I  

wi l l  summarize i t  to  te l l  h im,  I  have looked in to  th is  docket .   

My answer to  them would have been,  I  have looked in to th is  

docket .   Your bas is,  your  argument  does not  s tand.   What  I  

may advise you to do is  take a recourse wi th the publ ic  

prosecutor  in  th is  docket ,  but  not  w i th  the pol ice.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    I  am sat is f ied wi th the extent  of  

invest igat ion tha t  was done and the outcome of  the 

invest igat ion which took i t  to  cour t .   So your recourse would  

be wi th the prosecutor  and the NPA.   That  is  the answer I  

wi l l  g ive you as a normal  walk - in .   But  because i t  is  the 

Min ister ,  the por t fo l io  of  the  candidates,  the h istory,  the 

background,  the prof i le ,  i t  is  not  ent i t led to a walk - in .   We 

gave i t  to  the Min ister  because of  h is  level  o f  author i t y .   

Thank you,  Commissioner.  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you,  General .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   And 

General ,  perhaps in  fo l low -up to the quest ion f rom 

Commissioner Ba loyi ,  in  paragraph 23,  you ind icate that  on  

that  same day,  a f ter  the Min is ter  had made an in i t ia l  
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enqui ry,  there was a gather ing of  s tat ion management  and 

detect ives to meet  h im at  3 o 'c lock  that  same day.   So had 

i t  hypothet ica l l y  been a walk - in  who came to make enqui r ies  

about  the nature  of  these cr iminal  compla ints,  would a 

prompt  gather ing on the same day of  senior  s tat ion 

management  and detect ives have convened to prov ide th is  

update?  Or was that  done so largely because of  who was 

making the request?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Chai r ,  th is  i s  to ta l ly  at  the instance of  

the Min ister ,  th is  meet ing.   I t  is  not  a p lanned meet ing.   10 

There was no meet ing p lanned wi th the management .   I t  

was,  the meet ing was cal led at  the instance of  the Min ister .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  General .   General ,  to  t ie  up  

your ev idence  …[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sorry,  i f  I  may.   General ,  just  in  the l ight  

of  th is  last  conversat ion that  you and I  had,  just  to  be  c lear ,  

can a member of  the publ ic  come to a stat ion ,  we l l ,  can,  

because i t  is  humanly possib le to  do,  but  I  am just  t ry ing to  

understand about  how th ings work.   I  walk in to a sta t ion and 

ask,  I  want  a meet ing wi th managers and would that ,  would  20 

you concede to that  i f  I  ask for  that?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Wel l ,  le t  us  put  i t  in  th is  context  here.   

I f  you want  a meet ing of  that  nature f rom a walk - in  f rom the 

publ ic  where you want  a l l  the who le management ,  you wi l l  

not  get  that ,  such a  meet ing.   You may get  an in teract ion 



    26 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 46 

Page 56  o f  201  

 

 

wi th  the invest iga tor  of  that  par t icu lar  case,  but  you wi l l  not  

have the abi l i ty  to  order  a meet ing wi th the  ent i re  

management  in  the af te rnoon just  about  your  case.   But  you 

may get  a feedback on your case that  you are enqui r ing 

about .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   General ,  

you are at  paragraph 30.   Wi th  reference to the last  

sentence in  that  paragraph,  you ind icate  tha t  upon 

conclusion of  the meet ing and having  answered h is 10 

quest ions,  that  is  the Min ister 's  quest ions,  you requested 

that  the Min ister  provide you wi th an of f ic ia l  report  on these 

compla ints and deta i ls  of  the cases so that  you can 

invest igate and proper ly  report  back to the of f ice.   Are you 

able to  p lease expla in to  the Commission what  was the  

purpose of  request ing th is  report?   What  d id you seek to 

achieve wi th i t  in  l ight  of  the fact  that  you had answered the  

quest ions posed by the Min ister  at  th is  stage?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Chai r ,  my understanding was the  

Min ister ,  Mr Oudhram that  was there was a th i rd  par ty.   20 

They were re lat ing vers ions and narrat ing stor ies.   For  us to  

establ ish whether  the compla inant  is  actual ly  a compla inant  

and the person is  actual ly  compla in ing,  you have to get  to  

that  compla inant ,  you have to get  to  that  person.   So we 

wanted the report  wi th  the fu l l  deta i ls ,  contact  deta i ls ,  and 
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names of  the person,  and  I  even suggested to them that  

they could even go wi th us,  take us to those peop le.   So 

that  was the purpose of  our  request ing the report .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you.   General ,  i f  you then turn to 

paragraph 33 of  your  statement ,  that  is  a reference to the  

p icture at tached as A nnexure AG2.   We have a l ready gone 

there.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    And at  paragraph 34,  you deta i l  an 

in teract ion you had wi th Mr Oudhram on the 27 t h  o f  March.   10 

You see that?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Can you speak br ie f ly  to  that  

in teract ion,  p lease?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Chai r ,  th is  was pr io r  to  the  campaign 

t ra i l  o f  the Min ister .   So the Min ister 's  meet ing  was the 31 s t  

and then pr ior  to  that ,  on the 27 t h ,  I  received a ca l l  f rom 

that  very same Mr Oudhram that  came later  on in to the  

meet ing.   Wel l ,  Mr Oudhram cal led me to say to  me that  

there was an ANC caucus where Mr D oeshiee Govender ,  20 

was d iscussed,  the candidate  h imsel f .   And the  caucus had 

taken a decis ion  that  they wi l l  lay a compla int  wi th  the  

Min ister  when he is  coming to do h is campaign t ra i l  and that  

they wi l l  ind icate to  the Min ister  that  D oeshiee Govender  is  

a problem in tha t  communi ty and that  we are doing ,  the  
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po l i ce is  doing noth ing about  arrest ing D oeshiee Govender   

So he said he is  just  g iv ing me a heads up and I  must  

prepare mysel f  that  the Min ister  might  ask me quest ions 

about  why we are  not  a rrest ing Doeshiee Govender.   

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Ja.   

ADV MOHLASEDI :    My apologies ,  General .   Chai r ,  just  to  

note that  i t  is  now 11 o 'c lock.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us cont inue to the end of  the 

wi tnesses '  test imony.  10 

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  Chai r .   P lease cont inue,  

General .   My apologies.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    So,  he gave me the heads up and 

that  is  what  led me to then proact ive ly asking fo r ,  asking 

one of  the Capta ins,  the Detect ives in  the stat ion,  to  draw a  

prof i le  for  me for  Mr Doeshiee Govender .   And we d id that ,  

and that  par t i cu lar  p rof i le  out l ines these previous cases,  

and i t  then c lar i f ies that  there is  no f resh,  in  tha t  report  

there is  no new cases that  we are ,  we have against  Mr 

Doeshiee Govender .    20 

 So,  having received that  report  and on the day of  

the campaign t ra i l ,  Chai r ,  o rd inar i l y ,  i f  there is  act iv i t ies in  

my d ist r i c t ,  even when the President  was there,  I  was there  

and I  was walk ing around wi th the ,  when they d id the v is i t .   

So when there is  a senior  person v is i t ing the d ist r ic t ,  we 
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would normal ly  make ourselves avai lab le fo r  those k ind of  

operat ions.   But  on that  par t i cu lar  day,  I  was unfor tunate ly  

commit ted to a personal  pr io r  commitment ,  so I  could  not  go 

to those operat ions that  was tak ing p lace dur ing the  

campaign t ra i l s .    

 And I  then said to  the Stat ion Commander to  send 

my greet ings to  the Min ister ,  but  I  a lso messaged the 

Min ister  to  say to  the Min ister  that  I  apologize for  no t  being 

there personal ly  dur ing h is v is i t  to  the d ist r i c t ,  bu t ,  o f  my 

personal  commitment .   And I  then ind icated to the Min ister  10 

that  there was some k ind of  chat te r  that  was going on wi th 

that  candidate ,  but  th is  i s  the prof i le  of  the candidate,  and 

there is  no new cases against  the  candidate ,  something to 

that  ef fect ,  Chai r .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Are you,  I  assume you are referr ing to  

page 10 of  AG3,  the ent ry or  your  text  against  what ,  the 

30 t h  o f  March 2025 at  10:52:49?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  i s  correct ,  Chai rperson.   I t  is 

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Where you say …[ intervenes] .  20 

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Yes,  ja .  

CHAIRPERSON :    You say:  

 “Good morning,  Min ister .   Greet ings to  

you,  s i r .   My apologies for  not  

receiv ing you at  Ward 28 th is  morning.   
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I  am in Shongweni  today wi th a  

personal  commitment . ”  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    And you can see then,  Chai r ,  the  

subsequent  message immediate ly af ter  that .   I  re fer  to ,  the  

Min ister  to  the local  branch may ra ise concerns.   I  wi l l  now 

referr ing to the  conversat ion of  that  heads up that  Mr  

Oudhram gave me about  that ,  you know,  so I  am giv ing the 

Min ister  that  they may ra ise something,  some chat te r 

around th is  candidate.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yeah,  thank you,  General .  10 

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   General ,  you 

ind icated that  you had requested an SAPS of f ic ia l  to  draw 

you a prof i le  of  Mr D oeshiee Govender .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    That  would have been Capta in  Chet ty  

as per  paragraph 35.   Is  that  r ight?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    And i f  I  ask you to turn to  page 14 of  

your  annexure bundle,  page 14 of  your  annexure  bundle,  

Annexure AG5.   20 

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   I  am 

there and I  conf i rm that .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    You conf i rm.   And you ind ica te that  

that  i s  an ext ract  of  your  chats wi th Capta in Chet ty,  is  that  

r ight?  
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MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .   Chai r ,  my 

appeal  to  you,  o f  course,  i f  there  is  any need fo r  publ ic ,  

there are other  conversat ions regard ing other  cases that  

are par t  o f  the chat ,  but  not  necessar i l y  re lated  to th is  

par t icu lar  instance and one would not  want  i t  to  be par t  o f  

the record.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    We would of  course redact  them,  

Chai rperson,  in  addi t ion to the te lephone numbers and other  

personal  in fo rmat ion.  

CHAIRPERSON :    P lease,  thank you ,  Advocate Mohlasedi .  10 

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  Chai r .   And General ,  i f  you 

turn over  to  page 15 in  your  annexure bundle.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Sorry,  before you go to 15,  I  wanted 

to,  the last  one on page 14 ,  is  i t  fa i r  to  say that  one re lates  

to the speci f ic  case we are ta lk ing about ,  because I  see that  

the date is  27 March 2025.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  i s  cor rect ,  Chai r .   I t  is  

consistent  wi th  the phone cal l  that  I  ind icated I  received 

f rom the branch  g iv ing me the heads up and then I  act ivated 

the Capta in to  draw the prof i le  for  me.  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And then the rest  on that  page we 

can d is regard.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    The previous par t  o f  i t ,  ja .   I t  is  just  

the last  par t ,  the last  l ine basica l l y ,  the last  two l ines.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Ja.    
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ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   So 

General ,  then just  for  c lar i f i cat ion,  on the 27 t h  o f  March,  you 

received what  you cal l  a  heads up f rom Mr Oudhram.   

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Indeed.   And when regard is  had to 

page 14,  as wel l  as paragraph 40 of  your  statement ,  you 

requested Capta in Chet ty to  draw a prof i le  of  Mr Doeshiee 

Govender .   Is  that  r ight?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    And when you turn over  the page in ,  i f  10 

we are on page 15 of  your  annexure bundle.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  i s  correct ,  Chai r .   I t  re f lects on  

the prof i le .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    There are then two prof i les  on the top  

of  the page fo r  Mr Govender senior ,  Doeshiee Govender 

and …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    And then -  i s  that  r ight .   And then there  

is  a fu r ther  prof i le  at  the bot tom.   

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Yes.  20 

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Indeed.   And i f  we are to turn back to  

page 10 of  your  annexure bundle,  i f  we go back to page 10 

of  your  annexure bundle.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    I  am there,  Chai r .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  General .   Just  to  remind 
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you,  th is  i s  Annexure AG3,  which is  your  communicat ion  

wi th the Min ister .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    A t  the  bot tom of  that  page  

…[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    The pro f i le  is  ref lected that  I  

suppl ied,  ja .   

ADV MOHLASEDI :    And is  that  the prof i le  provided to you 

by Capta in Chet ty?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .  10 

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you.   Thank you,  General .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Before,  maybe before you leave th is  

annexure,  page 10,  General ,  just  in  sequence,  I  would l i ke 

to  understand the  sequence of  t ime and dates between th is  

annexure and your statement .   In  your  statement ,  your  

meet ing wi th the Min ister  is  on the  31 s t  o f  March.   And as I  

understand i t ,  the way that  I  have read i t ,  your  in teract ion  

seemed to suggest  that  that  was the  f i rs t  in te ract ion about  

Mr Govender ,  the  31 s t  o f  March,  in  the af ter ,  wel l ,  f i rs t  you 

get  a report  f rom Colonel  Nai cker ,  that  the Min ister  was 20 

present  and the Min ister  wants a  meet ing,  and then you 

at tend a meet ing in  the af ternoon on the same date.    

 And the impression at  th is  point  I  got  is  that  you 

f i rs t  in teract  wi th  the Min ister  about  Mr Gove nder  on the 

31 s t .   But  i f  you look at  page 10 of  your  annexures,  you are  
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a l ready on the 30 t h  o f  March,  speaking to the Min ister  about  

the local  b ranch having ra ised concern on a candidate ,  as 

f rom the cha t ter  I  p icked up,  you say ,  I  d id  a pre l iminary  

check and of  note,  no new cases against  h im s ince he last  

canvassed for  na t ional  e lect ions.   I  am assuming you are  

st i l l ,  yes,  you are  st i l l  speaking about  Mr Gove nder ,  

because you have got  h is  name in  brackets.   When,  in  fact ,  

do you star t  ta lk ing to the Min ister  about  Mr Gove nder?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Chai r ,  so  the heads -up cal l  that  I  got  

f rom Mr Oudhram was on the 27 t h ,  and the Min ister 's  10 

campaign t ra i l  was on the 30 t h .   So,  on the 30 t h ,  so  on the  

27 t h ,  when I  got  the heads-up,  i t  i s  the same 27 t h  that  you 

wi l l  see i t  is  consistent  wi th  the chats wi th Capta in  Chet ty,  

where I  act ioned h im to draw me the prof i le ,  which he then 

suppl ied to me.    

 That  p rof i le ,  I  on ly suppl ied i t  to  the Min ister  on the  

30 t h ,  which is  on the day of  h is  campaign t ra i l ,  when I  sa id  

to  h im that  you may p ick up chat ter  f rom the local  branch ,  

and subsequent ly ,  I  gave h im the prof i le  of  the candidate to  

substant ia te why I  am saying there is  noth ing,  no new 20 

cases.    

 Then on the 31 s t ,  post  the campaign t ra i l ,  the day 

af ter  i s  when the  Min ister  a rr i ves at  the pol ice stat ion and 

where  we then had again  a speci f i c  d iscussion around CAS 

61 and the rest  of  the compla in ts that  the Min is ter  was 
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re ferr ing to.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  my quest ion is ,  a t  which point  and 

why are you speaking to the Min ister  about  Mr Gove nder  on 

the 30 t h?  A t  which  point  d id you ,  d id the  Min ister  ra ise Mr  

Govender wi th you?  I f  he d id,  a t  which point?  And i f  he d id 

not  do that  before the 31 s t ,  why are you d iscussing Mr  

Govender wi th h im on the 30 t h?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Chai r ,  I ,  that  was out  of  the  

conversat ion that  Mr Oudhram had wi th me on the 27 t h ,  so I ,  

remember I  sa id I  am not ,  I  was not  going to the campaign 10 

t ra i l .   Now,  a l ready,  in  my mind,  the Min ister  is  going to be 

g iven a  nar rat ive that  the pol ice is  doing noth ing about  

somebody in  tha t  par t icu la r  campaign and that  par t icu la r  

s tat ion fa l ls  under my span of  cont ro l .   So meaning that  i f  

the stat ion is  doing noth ing,  i t  means the Dist r i c t  

Commissioner i s  a lso doing noth ing.   So to pre-empt  or  to ,  

how do I  put  i t ,  to  say to the Min ister ,  we are aware that  the 

local  branch wi l l  ra ise the issue of  th is  candidate,  and th is  

is  our  understand ing of  the candidate proact ive ly so ,  but  he  

never asked for  i t  a t  that  point .  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    So i f  the Min ister  sa id ,  were to come 

here and say to us,  you star ted the Govender  

communicat ion or  d iscussion wi th h im,  he d id not  in i t ia te i t ,  

you in i t ia ted i t ,  he would be correc t  then ? 

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    He would be 100% correct .  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   And for  someone who has a 

concern about  the ro le of ,  th is  mixed ro le of  the Min ister ,  

you know that  he is  coming,  he is  on the campaign t ra i l .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    You have to ld us how uncomfor table i t  is  

for  of f icers to  have pol i t ic ians meddl ing,  but  you know that  

he is  an ANC bus iness and you in i t ia te d iscussion,  not  only 

just  about  a c i t i zen,  but  an opponent  of  h is  par ty.   How 

does one reconci le  your  concern about  the Min ister 's  what  

appears to  be  inappropr ia te  involvement  or  use of  power by 10 

the Min ister  wi th  the fact  that  you are in  fact  the one that  

in i t ia tes that  d iscussion?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Yes,  Commissioner,  when I  provided 

the in format ion to the Min ister ,  and l i ke the fac t  that  I  

ended up in  the meet ing,  in  both instances,  i t  was my way 

of  saying,  Min ister ,  th is  i s  what  you may receive.   This is  

how you should stop i t  where i t  s ta r ts .   When I  gave the  

Min ister  that  p rof i le ,  mine was to  arm the Min ister .   When 

he p icks th is  up,  because i t  i s  qui te  c lear  that  the ANC 

comrades,  they were going to in i t ia te the conversat ion to 20 

tak ing the Min is ter  in to something that  wi l l  c reate th is  

b lu rred l ine  and in  my mind,  i t  was to say to the Min ister ,  

th is  i s  how you should answer the ANC col leagues,  that  

there is  th is  mat ter  wi th  th is  candidate,  there is  noth ing  

new.   Let  us  leave th is  th ing  a lone.   That  i s  how I  
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understood my provid ing that  deta i l  to  the Min ister  was 

a lmost  l ike an ear ly  warn ing to  say,  do not  get  in to that  

conversat ion.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And you were  speaking to h im on the  

30 t h  in  what  capaci ty ,  as Min ister  or  a campaigning  

…[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    As the Min is ter .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Or a campaigning member of  the  ANC.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    As a Min ister .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So you were a lso conf la t ing h is ro les  10 

then? 

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Sorry,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    You were a lso conf la t ing h is ro les,  

because on the 30 t h  you speak to h im as a Min is ter ,  and 

then the meet ing of  the 31 s t  you say,  we do not  know what  

capaci ty  you are in  here ,  when in  fact  on the 30 t h  you are  

communicat ing wi th h im as a Min is ter .   I  am just  confused,  

but  I  th ink more ser iously concerned that  you seem also to  

be confused about  how to use your ro le.    

 You use your ro le to  provide in format ion about  a  20 

candidate,  oppos ing candidate,  to  the Min ister ,  and then 

you say,  but  you know,  the Min ister  i s  misusing h is ro le,  I  

mean,  h is  power  of  o f f ice by seeking in format ion about  a  

candidate  when in  fact  you gave h im informat ion about  a 

candidate in  exact ly  that  capaci ty .  
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MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Yes,  Chai r .   Wel l ,  my conversat ion 

wi th the Min ister  at  a l l  g iven t imes wi l l  a lways be w i th the 

Min ister .   I t  wi l l  be wi th nobody e lse.   I t  would not  be in  h is  

capaci ty  as anyone e lse other  than the Min ister .   That  is  the  

only re lat ionship I  can have.   Other  than that ,  I  would not  

have a re lat ionship wi th the Min ister .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And when you speak to h im on the 30 t h ,   

so that  when h is comrades or  h is  branch ra ises these 

issues,  he can deal  wi th  i t ,  you expect  that  d iscussion  

would be happening wi th in the pol i t ica l  context ,  r ight?  10 

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Wi th in h is  …[ intervenes]   

ADV BALOYI SC :    In  the course of  campaigning .   

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    And you see noth ing wrong wi th  saying  

to h im,  you as an ANC member,  when you  say,  I  am the 

pol ice,  when you as an ANC member,  when you speak to 

your comrades,  th is  i s  the in format ion about  the candidate 

and I  -  I  am sor ry ,  I  am just ,  I  am just  confused about  your  

own posi t ion here .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Ja.   You see,  Commissioner,  I  th ink 20 

that  is  why I  sa id ear l ier  on,  as an of f i c ia l ,  the 

conversat ions one would have,  one would t ry  to  not  be 

over ly  expressive  of  what  wants to  say,  especia l l y  wi th  the 

Min ister ,  because you do not  want  to  overstep at  the same 

t ime,  but  you a lso do not  want  to  f ind yoursel f  in  a space 
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where  you are par ty to  something that  you ord inar i l y  should 

not  be par t  o f  in  the sense of ,  when you look at  that  

par t icu lar  meet ing,  that  meet ing  should not  have taken 

p lace.   I t  was not  supposed to have taken p lace.    

 Ord inar i ly ,  i f  a  Min ister  v is i t s  the stat ion,  we wi l l  

have a not ice.   I t  comes f rom  the,  h is  of f ice to ,  even to the  

Nat ional  Commissioner or  to  the Provis ional  Commissioner.   

There is  a secretary that  coord inates that .   There is  a  

template  g iven to us to prepare a presentat ion.   And the 

focus area is  d i rected to us to what  we must  b r ie f  the  10 

Min ister  o r  senior  person v is i t ing.   Ord inar i l y ,  that  is  the  

process.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  I  do not  have a d i f f icu l ty  wi th  the 

meet ing of  the 31 s t  and your concern about  i t .   I t  is  actual ly  

a shared concern .   And I  can see the confusion that  you 

would have been s i t t ing wi th at  that  meet ing on the 31 s t ,  

whether  you are  speaking to the Min ister  o r  you are  

speaking to an ANC leader,  I  can see that  problem.   But  

what  I  do not ,  what  I  have a d i f f icu l ty  wi th  is  the 30 t h ,  that  i t  

seems that  you using your of f ice  or  your  posi t ion  as the 20 

pol ice,  you go and involve yoursel f  in ,  or  involve the  of f ice,  

in  fact ,  in  someth ing that  has abso lute ly  noth ing to do wi th 

your of f ice.    

 You speak to the  Min ister  that  you say,  when you 

speak to your comrades about  an opposi t ion candidate,  
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here is  the in format ion about  i t .   I  do have a d i f f icu l ty  wi th  

that ,  and especia l ly  that  you in i t ia ted th is .    

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    I  doubt  that ,  Commissioner.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   General ,  i f  

you have a look at  page 10 of  your  annexure  bund le,  s t i l l  

AG3.   Are you there?  Thank you.   At  the bot tom of  that  

page,  you have ind icated that  that  i s  where you shared wi th 

the Min ister  the prof i le  of  Mr D oeshiee Govender .   Is  that  

r ight?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .  10 

ADV MOHLASEDI :    And can I  ask you to turn  to  the  

sentence just  above the shar ing of  that  p rof i le .   Do you see 

that ,  beginning,  “ I  d id ”?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Yes,  Chai r .   

ADV MOHLASEDI :    And that  i s ,  would you l i ke to  read that  

sentence in to the record,  p lease?  Just  read i t .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Thank you,  Chai r .   The ent ry is  dated 

25/03/30 at  10:59 :27.   I t  is  f rom mysel f .   I t  says :  

 “Minister ,  the local  b ranch may ra ise  

concerns on candidate as f rom the 20 

chat te r  I  p icked up.   I  d id  a pre l iminary 

check and of  note,  no new cases 

against  h im s ince he last  canvassed for  

a nat ional  e lect ion. ”  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  General .   And you ind icated 
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ear l ie r  in  your  ev idence that  you re layed that  in fo rmat ion to 

the Min ister  on  that  date.   The words you used were 

proact ive ly or  as  an ear ly  warn ing .   What ,  you know,  what  

was your in tent ion of  shar ing that?  What  do you th ink you 

were t ry ing to ach ieve by  …[incomplete] .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    I  guess,  Chai r ,  my in tent ion was to 

subdue any k ind of  mis informat ion  that  might  come out  f rom 

the other  co l leagues about  th is  par t icu lar  person.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Who are you re ferr ing to,  General ,  when 

you ta lk  about  co l leagues .   Are  you ta lk ing about  the 10 

Min ister 's  pol i t i ca l  co l leagues ? 

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Yes,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    And just  to  be  c lear ,  General ,  that  you 

shared th is  in format ion based on the heads up,  as you 

would ca l l  i t ,  tha t  you received f rom Mr Oudhram on the 

27 t h .   

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    So in  an at tempt  to  proact ive ly take 

steps in  deal ing w i th what  he had shared wi th you.  20 

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  General .   Leaving then your 

annexure your bundle,  could I  take you back to your wi tness 

statement .   We are st i l l  on page 9,  where you  -  my 

apologies,  General .   Actual ly  cou ld you tu rn to  page 10,  
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p lease.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Chai r ,  I  am there.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you.   You  have taken the 

Commission through paragraph 35 that  re lays ,  re lates to 

your in te ract ions wi th Capta in Chet ty.   Do you see that?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Yes.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you.   And ear l ier  on,  you a lso  

shared wi th the Commissioners your te lephone cal l  wi th  Mr  

Doeshiee af ter  the meet ing.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct .  10 

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Is  that  r ight .   Could I  ask you to just  

br ie f ly  re lay the contents  of  paragraph 37 to the 

Commission?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    A l l  these engagements prompted me 

to at tend the by -e lect ions,  Commissioner ,  so mean ing that  

actual ly  because I  could see th is ,  what  has been t ranspi r ing 

around the concern in  th is  par t icu la r  by -e lect ion,  I  then 

decided that  I  wi l l ,  usual ly  wi l l  have an Operat ional  

Commander at  the by -e lect ions,  but  I  decided le t  me go 

there and a lso be proact ive to make sure that  there is  no 20 

unnecessary  conf l ic ts  tak ing p lace on the by -e lect ion day 

i tse l f .   And I  spent  the ent i re  day at  the by -e lect ion  vot ing 

stat ion where I  wai ted r ight  up unt i l  the votes were  count ,  

votes were,  the pol l ing stat ion was c losed and count ing had 

commenced.    
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ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  General .   So,  in  your  

capaci ty  as Dist r i c t  Commissioner,  in  l ight  of  the concerns 

you had wi tnessed  you know,  conce rn ing th is  by -e lect ion,  

you decided to go  and observe the events for  yoursel f .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    And what  were  your observat ions at  the 

end of  that  e lect ion?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Chai r ,  the observat ion at  the end of  

the e lect ions,  yes,  the e lect ions ran of f  smooth ly and the 

successfu l  resul ts  was provided.   And the e lect ions went  10 

of f ,  in  every respect ,  went  of f  smooth ly.   The candidate 

there,  Mr Doeshiee Govender ,  d id win the by-e lect ions.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  General .   Chai rperson,  

unless there are fur ther  quest ions,  the remainder of  General  

Gopaul 's  s tatement  re lates to at tachments  that  we have 

worked th rough,  unless there are fu r ther  quest ions.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  can I  take you back to  

paragraph 24 of  your  statement .   My co-Commissioner,  

Commissioner Ba loy i ,  asked the quest ion,  but  in  a  s l ight ly  

d i f ferent  context .   Paragraph 24 says  L ieutenant  Colonel  20 

Naicker  ind icated that  Min ister  M chunu asked her  to  gather  

stat ion management  and detect ives  to meet  wi th h im at  the  

stat ion at  15h00.   Now,  can an ord inary c i t izen or  a member  

of  a  pol i t ica l  par ty ask  a L ieutenant  General  to  gather  

stat ion management  and detect ives and set  a t ime when 
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they should meet  wi th h im at  a stat ion?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    No,  Commissioner  Khumalo.   The  

normal  pol i t i ca l  par ty representat ive or  even member of  the 

publ ic  cannot  summon the ent i re  management  to  a meet ing.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    They would say no.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    They would say no,  yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So the only reason they could have 

acceded to th is  request  is  because i t  was the  Min ister  

asking.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct .  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And they regard the Min ister  as thei r  

boss.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And i f  they said no,  they were worr ied  

that  there would be consequences.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Yes,  Chai r ,  o f  course.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Just  remind me,  in  th is  stat ion,  there 

are three photos usual ly .   In  every  pol ice stat ion,  there are  

three photos hung up.   Who are the people in  those photos?  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Chai r ,  the f i rs t  photo wi l l  be for  the  20 

Min ister ,  sor ry,  the President  of  the  Republ ic .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    The President .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    President .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General  Masemula.    

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Then you get  General ,  the Nat ional  
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Commissioner .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    And then you wi l l  get  the Min ister .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Ja.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    And then you wi l l  get  h is  Deputy 

Min ister ,  and that  is  i t .   We do not  even have the Provincia l  

Commissioner 's  photo in  the pol ice stat ion.   So i t  s tops 

there.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So when a Min ister  says,  gather  

stat ion management  and meet  me at  3 o 'c lock at  the  stat ion,  10 

i t  is  a  Min ister  g iv ing an inst ruct ion.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can we,  on the back of  that ,  is  the  

answer  not  perhaps a l i t t le  b i t  more,  should be more  

nuanced?  That  was the understanding of  the  stat ion  

management ,  tha t  i t  was in  fact  the Min ister  in  h is  of f ic ia l  

capaci ty  asking fo r  a meet ing.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    That  is  a fa i r  way to put  i t .  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Yes.  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Chai r ,  Commissioner,  I  th ink  that  is  

why I  was saying ear l ie r  on,  in  any pol ice of f ic ia l ,  I f  you 

come in,  whether  i t  is  you in  a su i t  or  in  a regal ia ,  the fact  

that  we know you as a Min ister ,  that  i s  the only th ing we 
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know you as.   We know you as a  Min ister ,  and that  is  the  

only level  o f  in te ract ion that  we would have wi th you.   We 

would not  see you in  any other  way.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Ms Mohlasedi .   Ms Sel lo ,  wi l l  

you be ready wi th  the next  wi tness at  quarter  to  12?  

ADV SELLO SC :    I  am looking now,  perhaps 10 to 12,  just  

to ,  we tested the  l ink,  i t  seems to  work.   But  of  course,  we 

tested i t  outs ide th is  room.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV SELLO SC :    So we would l ike to  run that  test  and 10 

make sure that  i t  works.   So perhaps  t i l l  10 to wi l l  assist  

great ly .   Thank you,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us adjourn and resume at  10 to.   

General ,  by the way,  you are done.   Thank you very much.  

MAJ-GEN GOPAUL :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Thank you,  

Commissioners.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Let  us adjourn and re turn at  

10 to 12.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  20 

INQUIRY RESUMES  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Sel lo .   

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Cha i r .   We are ready to lead 

our  second wi tness of  the day.   Chai r ,  before we lead th is  

wi tness,  I  would l ike to  move an appl icat ion fo r  a hear ing in  
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par t ia l  camera.   In  th is  regard,  we request  to  invoke the  

order  that  the Chai r  g ranted on the 15 t h  o f  October ,  and to 

lead th is  par t icu lar  wi tness in  the  same format  as  we d id 

Wi tnesses A,  B,  and C.    

 The resul t  be ing that  the wi tness w i l l  not  be wi th us  

in  the room today.   He wi l l  be  pro ject ing th rough our  

systems.   His vo ice wi l l  be held -  wi l l  be heard,  in  the room.  

The wi tness is  current ly  in  a  wi tness protect ion programme,  

and on the same basis as wi th  Wi tnesses A,  B,  and C,  we 

apply that  h is  image not  be pro jected on the screen,  and for  10 

the same reasons.    

 Because he is  in tegrated in  whatever communi ty he  

is  cur rent ly  l iv ing  in ,  in  wi tness protect ion.   On the basis  

that  he states  he has previously been subjected to 

harassment  we request  that  h is  name be fu l l y  wi thheld f rom 

the publ ic .   The statements that  the Commissioners have 

before them reveal  the name and everyth ing e lse,  but  that  

we,  for  purposes of  h is  test imony,  we assign a number or  an 

a lphabet  to  h im,  and we propose i f  we are fo l lowing the  

format  of  Wi tnesses A,  B,  C,  and D,  that  fo r  that  purpose 20 

then he be refer red to as Wi tness E ,  wi th  your leave,  Chai r .   

CHAIRPERSON :    The appl icat ion is  granted,  and 

…[intervenes]  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    An a l l  is  s imi lar  to  those in  respect  of  the 
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wi tnesses you have ment ioned is  made.   

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   We are ready.   

Wi tness E,  or  wi tness,  can you hear me?  P lease unmute  

yoursel f .   Wi tness,  you are st i l l  on mute.   He was able to  

unmute h imsel f  dur ing the test .   I  do not  know i f  he is  

exper iencing new technica l  chal lenges.   Wi tness,  can you 

hear me f rom the audi to r ium?  I f  you can,  p lease unmute  

yoursel f  and conf i rm you can hear  me and see me on your  

screen.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Can someone perhaps cal l  the wi tness i f  10 

that  is  a possib i l i t y?  

ADV SELLO SC :    We wi l l  t ry  that ,  Chai r .   Chai r ,  the report  

that  we get  is  tha t  they cannot  hear us,  and for  the moment ,  

i t  would appear that  Wi tness E has logged of f ,  perhaps to  

reconnect  and see i f  he can hear us.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Perhaps le t  us  again adjourn for  f ive 

minutes …[ intervenes]  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  fo r  f ive minutes.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  me not  ind ica te any t ime.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Let  you not  commit  mysel f  to  i t .  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    You wi l l  just  le t  us know.   

ADV SELLO SC :    Indeed,  we shal l .   Apologies for  th is .   

Thank you,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

INQUIRY RESUMES 

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Technical  problems 

were resolved.   I  hope your presence in  the room does not  

a l ter  that  posi t ion .   I  wi l l  t ry  again.   Wi tness,  can you hear 

me?  P lease conf i rm you can hear me and unmute yoursel f .   

WITNESS E :    Yes,  I  can hear you.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you very much.   Wi tness,  I  moved 

an appl icat ion before the Commissioners to  permi t  your  

test imony to be del ivered in  th is  format ,  which is  a v i r tua l  10 

hear ing,  par t ia l ly  in  camera .   Your name wi l l  not  be  

d isc losed publ ic ly ,  and the Chai r  has a l located the a lphabet  

E to you.   From now going fo rward,  you shal l  be referred to 

st r i c t ly  as Wi tness E.   Do you understand that?  

WITNESS E :    Yes,  I  do.   

ADV SELLO SC :    Wi tness E,  you should have before you 

two smal l  whi te  arch …[intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    Before that  le t  us  f i rs t  …[intervenes]  

ADV SELLO SC :    Indeed,  Chai r .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Wi tness E,  good af ternoon.  20 

WITNESS E :    Good af ternoon,  Cha i r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Are you going to swear or  af f i rm?  

WITNESS E :    I  am going to take an oath.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Do you swear that  the evidence you are 

going to g ive is  the t ruth,  the who le t ruth and noth ing but  
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the t ruth?  I f  so,  p lease ra ise your r ight  hand and say,  so  

help me God.  

WITNESS E :    So,  help me God.   

WITNESS E :    (du ly sworn states)  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   

EXAMINATION BY ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you so much,  

Chai r ,  and thank you for  the reminder.   Technology a lways 

gets the bet ter  o f  me.   Wi tness E ,  now that  you are fu l l y  

sworn in ,  I  would  l ike to  turn your at tent ion to the two f i les 

you have before you.   One f i le  conta ins your statement  and 10 

on the spine of  that  f i le ,  i t  should be wr i t ten Wi tness E 

statement .   Do you conf i rm you have that  f i le?  

WITNESS E :    Yes,  I  do.  

ADV SELLO SC :    The second f i le  wi l l  once again be 

label led Wi tness E but  would read annexures.   Do you 

conf i rm you have the second f i le?  

WITNESS E :    Yes,  I  do.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay,  I  would l i ke then fo r  us to  turn to  

your statement  f i le .   In  the f i le  marked statement  is  one 

document  and i t  is  descr ibed as the wi tness statement  of  20 

Wi tness E.   Do you conf i rm that  you have provided a  

statement  to  th is  Commission fo r  purposes of  the ev idence 

you are about  to  tender?  

WITNESS E :    Yes,  I  do,  Chai r .   

ADV SELLO SC :    In  the f i le  marked statement ,  is  that  the 
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s tatement  that  you have prepared for  the Commission?  

WITNESS E :    Yes,  cor rect .   

ADV SELLO SC :    I t  is  19 pages and i f  you go to the last  

page,  the  19 t h  page,  midway th rough that  page is  your  name 

and above i t  your  s ignature and i t  is  dated the  23 r d  o f  

January 2026.   Do you so conf i rm?  

WITNESS E :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Do you conf i rm that  i s  your  s ignature  

there too at tached?  

WITNESS E :    That  is  my s ignature ,  Chai r .  10 

ADV SELLO SC :    And last ly ,  do you stand by the contents  

of  th is  statement  that  you are tender ing to the Commission?  

WITNESS E :    I  fu l ly  s tand by i t ,  Chai r .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Wi tness E.   Now,  i f  we could  

then go back to page 1.   At  paragraph 1,  perhaps,  i f  you 

could read that  in to the record and once again to  remind 

you,  p lease do not  read out  your  name and do not  read out  

your  persal  number or  member number.   Thank you.   

WITNESS E :    Paragraph 1 reads as  fo l lows:  

“ I  am an adul t  male constable in  the 20 

South Af r ican Pol ice  Serv ices  at tached to 

Cr ime Inte l l igence in  KwaZulu -Natal . ”  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you.   And just  to  conf i rm that  your  

paragraphs 2 and 3,  your  paragraph 2  conf i rms that  to  the  

best  of  your  knowledge the facts  you deposed to  in  th is  
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s tatement  are t rue,  and correct?  Is  that  so?  

WITNESS E :    Yes,  that  i s  cor rect ,  Chai r .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Your statement  has only one s igni f icant  

heading besides the in t roduct ions,  which is  what  we have 

just  read through.   And that  heading is  c i ted as ‘my 

in teract ions wi th Min ister  Mchunu’ .   And that  s tar ts  at  page 

1 of  your  statement .   Is  that  cor rect?  

WITNESS E :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Before we get  to  that  par t  o f  your  

statement ,  I  would l ike to  refer  you to your  annexure f i le  10 

and in  par t icu lar  to  Annexure WE2,  which should star t  a t  

page 4 of  your  annexure f i le .   Are you there?  

WITNESS E :    Yes,  I  am there,  Cha i r .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Annexure WE2 sets out  what  you in  that  

document  have headed ‘my h istory ’ .   And th is  g ives your  

history in  the serv ice and h ighl ights cer ta in aspects  of  your  

serv ice.   And I  would inv i te  you to share those wi th the 

Commissioners.   Thank you.   

WITNESS E :    And i f  I  can go to my h istory,  Chai r ,  I  am a 

seasoned undercover operat ive.   I  can say fo r  19 years,  but  20 

in  the SAPS for  14 years.   I  s tar ted  my career  in  the SANDF 

whereby I  jo ined the SA Army Inte l l igence in  the year 2007.   

In  the year 2012,  I  then le f t  the  Army,  and I  jo ined the 

SAPS in the year 2012.   S ince then,  I  jo ined the  SAPS 

Cr ime Inte l l igence.   Up unt i l  now,  I  am st i l l  a  member of  
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Cr ime Inte l l igence.   Thank you.  

ADV SELLO SC :    I f  you could just  h ighl ight  some of  the 

pro jects you have been involved in  as set  out  at  page 4.   In  

the per iod speci f i ca l l y ,  as you say,  2012 to 2019.   Thank 

you.  

WITNESS E :    In  2012,  I  went  to  Oudtshoorn  Col lege 

whereby I  d id  my basic t ra in ing in  the SAPS.   And then af ter  

10  months,  we le f t  co l lege.   We had to  go back and work in  

the stat ion.   In  December 2012,  when I  was back at  the 

stat ion,  I  was then approached by the members o f  Cr ime 10 

Inte l l igence in  a uni t  ca l led MTOC.  In  2013,  I  then star ted  

to get  involved in  covert  pro jects  and covert  operat ions of  

the Cr ime Inte l l igence.    

 So,  in  the year 2013,  I  d id  my f i rs t  pro ject ,  which  

was a drugs pro ject .   I t  was a  pro ject  o f  cocaine that  I  d id  in  

2013.   Then in  2014,  I  d id  another  drug pro ject ,  which was a 

hero in pro ject .   In  2015,  I  d id  a stock thef t  p ro ject .   In  2016,  

I  d id  an ATM bombing pro ject .   2017,  I  d id  a cash in  t ransi t  

pro ject .   And again,  in  2018,  up  unt i l  2019,  where I  was 

then enro l led in  that  p rogramme.   Thank you.   20 

ADV SELLO SC :    I  note that  wi th  reference to  the pro jects 

you undertook f rom 2013,  in  respect  of  each that  as you 

have read out ,  you note that  most  wanted suspects or  a l l  

suspects,  as the case may be,  were ar rested in  the pro jects 

that  you were involved wi th.   Am I  reading that  document 
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correct ly?  

WITNESS E :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .   

ADV SELLO SC :    Now,  i f  we turn over  to  page 5.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ms Sel lo .   

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Maybe before  you do that ,  a t  i tem s ix in  

2017 up to the year 2018,  can you just  conf i rm what  you say 

there?  I  d id  not  hear you ment ion i t .   

WITNESS E :    From 2017?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  the pro ject  where you l is t  your  10 

pro jects.   And then you have number s ix  there,  where you 

say in  the year,  in  the mid 2017 up to 2018.   You state 

another  pro ject  or  other  p ro jects?  

WITNESS E :    Th is,  in  2017,  up to 2018,  i t  was a  cash in  

t ransi t  p ro ject ,  but  that  cash in  t ransi t  pro ject  ended up 

being involved in  some pol i t ica l  k i l l ings.   But  maybe I  wi l l  

deal  wi th  that  as we cont inue w i th my test imony.   But  I  

th ink,  Chai r ,  you wi l l  get  a sense o f  what  I  am ta lk ing about  

there at  paragraph 6.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   20 

ADV SELLO SC :    I  was going to inv i te  Wi tness E to read 

i tem s ix,  perhaps in  i ts  ent i re ty.   Thank you.   Wi tness E,  d id 

you …[intervenes]  

WITNESS E :    Sorry,  in  May 2017 up to the year 2018,  I  d id  

some pol i t ica l  k i l l ings pro ject  in  KZN,  and a l l  those pro jects 
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were successfu l  and suspects were ar rested.  

ADV SELLO SC :    I  th ink that  is  what  Commissioner  Baloyi  

wanted you to c la r i fy .   Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Wi tness E,  just  before the i temisat ion,  

your  i temisat ion f rom one star t ,  you say in  the SAPS I  d id 

severa l  undercover pro jects which were a l l  one hundred 

percent  successfu l .   And in  respect  of  I  th ink a l l ,  you say 

the suspects were arrested.   You say noth ing about  

convict ions.   Is  there a par t icu lar  reason why you do not  

ment ion convict ions?  10 

WITNESS E :    Chai r ,  i t  i s  my language.   This ar rest  inc ludes 

convict ions.   None of  the suspects that  were in  my pro jects,  

in  a l l  the pro jects ,  are outs ide.   Most  of  them are in  pr ison.   

Those who are not  in  p r ison,  they are dead.   So,  no one is  

outs ide who was par t  o f  the pro jec t ,  a l l  the pro jects .   That  

hundred percent  comes f rom there.   Thank you,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Wi tness E.   

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Thank you,  Wi tness E.  

I  was then inv i t ing you to the next  page,  page 5,  where 

before I  go there ,  your  page 4,  i tem 7,  you reference your  20 

pro jects in  2019.   And at  page 5,  the second paragraph,  you 

then set  out  what  has happened to  you or  where you have 

been s ince 2019.   Would you care to read that  s tatement  

in to the record,  p lease?  

WITNESS E :    I f  you can put  up the number,  Chai r ,  I  am 
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get t ing lost  between 4 and 5.  

ADV SELLO SC :    So,  page 5,  my apologies.   We are at  

page 5.   At  the top of  page 5 is  the  last  end of  the sentence 

that  s tar ts  at  the bot tom of  page 4.   You see that?  

WITNESS E :    Yes,  I  can see,  Chai r .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Then immediate ly thereaf ter ,  there is  a  

paragraph that  says,  ‘ I  have been’ .   

WITNESS E :    I  have been …[intervenes]  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.   

WITNESS E :    I  have been in to the  programme since 2019,  10 

as I  am a compel led state wi tness in  a h igh -prof i le  pol i t i ca l  

mat te r  case.   I  was once invest igat ing in  2017.   

ADV SELLO SC :    So,  i f  then we understand you cor rect ly ,  

s ince 2019,  you have been in  a wi tness protect ion 

programme because you are a wi tness in  that  par t icu lar  

case.   

WITNESS E :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you.   Wi th that  background,  then,  

can we turn to  your statement ,  s tar t ing at  page 1,  under  

that  main heading you have as my in teract ions wi th Min ister  20 

Mchunu.   I f  you could perhaps deal  wi th  paragraphs 4 and 5  

for  the Commissioners.   Thank you.  

WITNESS E :    Paragraph 4 of  my statement ,  Chai r?  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  of  your  statement ,  Wi tness E.   

Apologies,  I  fo rgot  perhaps to te l l  you,  le t  us go back to  
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your  statement  f i le .  

WITNESS E :    Okay,  thank you.   

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you.   

WITNESS E :    My in teract ions wi th the Min ister  were 

in i t ia ted by h im in  the la te December 2024.   On paragraph 

5:  

“On Saturday 7 December 2024,  I  

received a ca l l  f rom a cel l  phone number 

that  I  wi l l  ment ion .   I  received th is  ca l l  on 

my cel l  phone tha t  I  wi l l  ment ion as wel l .   10 

The phone number of  the incoming cal l  

re f lected on my phone in  my True Cal le r  

app as S Mchunu.   When I  answered the  

cal l ,  the person on the other  end of  the 

cal l  sa id to  me,  do you know who you are 

ta lk ing to?  My response was that  I  have 

no idea who i t  was.   Then the person 

responded by saying,  th is  i s  your  

commander,  Min ister  of  Pol ice Senzo 

Mchunu.   I  was surpr ised to receive  a ca l l  20 

f rom the Min ister .   But  at  the same t ime,  

I  was shocked and a lso exci ted that  I  

received a ca l l  f rom a Min ister  of  Pol ice  

on th is  number because my cel l  phone 

number was h ighly rest r i c ted. ”  
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I  am saying th is  because outs ide of  a  c losed cycle  in  the 

law enforcement ,  on ly a few peop le have got  my number.   

And the other  people who might  have my number  or  who 

does have my number is  the Of f ice  of  the Inspector  General  

o f  In te l l igence.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Was th is  the same number you used 

before you went  on wi tness protect ion?  

WITNESS E :    No,  no,  Chai r ,  i t  is  a  new one.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   And you say th is 10 

number is  h ighly  rest r i c ted.   You state that  outs ide of  a 

c losed c i rc le  in  law enforcement ,  on ly persons wi th in the  

Of f ice of  the Inspector  General  o f  In te l l igence have my 

number.   When you make that  s tatement ,  a re you 

suggest ing that  you d id not  expect  the Min ister  to  have that  

par t icu lar  number  because he is  not  par t  o f  the groupings 

that  you have descr ibed in  your  paragraph f ive?  

WITNESS E :    Yes,  that  i s  correct ,  Chai r .   A t  that  t ime,  I  d id  

not  expect  that  ca l l .   I  d id  not  expect  that  ca l l  a t  that  t ime 

because i t  is  very hard to get  hold of  me.   But  the  reason 20 

why I  am ment ion ing the Inspector  General  o f  In te l l igence is  

because there was an engagement  between mysel f  and an 

Inspector  Genera l  o f  In te l l igence wi th the mat ters re lat ing 

to what  has been happening in  KZN.    

 And so,  the engagement  star ted  in  2021 and in  
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2022.   So,  I  th ink that  my number,  the people who 

in teracted wi th me,  they do have my number.   So that  is  

why I  thought  to  mysel f  that  i t  might  be one of  them.  But  I  

am not  saying i t  is  them.  But  I  thought  to  mysel f  i t  might  be 

one of  them.  Thank you.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you.   Wi tness E,  understood.   

From paragraph 6,  you then deal  wi th  the conversat ion or  

the deta i l  o f  the conversat ion you had wi th the Min ister  on 

the 7 t h  o f  December 2024.   I f  you could then take i t  up f rom 

your paragraph 6.   Thank you.  10 

WITNESS E :    In  paragraph 6,  i t  is  when the Min ister  sa id to  

me,  he heard a lo t  about  me and that  I  have an in format ion  

about  the k i l l ing  of  Mr S indiso Magaqa and other  ANC 

counsel lors in  KZN.   And he fur ther  sa id that  to  me,  he 

heard that  I  have in format ion about  the SAPS Cr ime 

Inte l l igence Of f ic ia ls  who were involved in  the p lanning and 

k i l l ing of  Mr S indiso Magaqa.   I  then asked the  Min ister  

where d id he get  that  in format ion.   But  in  h is  response,  he  

said that  wi l l  be  the topic fo r  another  day.   He d id not  

reveal .  20 

ADV SELLO SC :    P lease cont inue.  

WITNESS E :    Thank you.  

ADV SELLO SC :    P lease cont inue f rom your paragraph 7.  

WITNESS E :    In  paragraph 7,  he then asked me as to what  

happened leading to the k i l l ing of  S indiso Magaqa.   And I  
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in formed h im about  what  happened.   And in  par t icu la r ,  he  

asked me who are the SAPS of f i c ia ls  who were involved in  

the p lanning and the k i l l i ng.   And I  to ld  h im who are  those 

of f ic ia ls  and what  was thei r  ro le in  the k i l l i ng of  Magaqa.   

And I  d id  g ive h im a l l  the names of  those of f ic ia ls .   But  

even though legal ly ,  I  th ink I  might  not  be at  l iber ty  to  

d isc lose them in a publ ic  p lat form or  in  th is  fo rum.   But  I  d id  

g ive h im a l l  the names and who p layed what  ro le.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you.   You ind icate there that  the  

Min ister  asked what  happened to the k i l l i ng of  Mr Magaqa 10 

and you in formed h im.   You do not  s tate in  your  statement  

what  you actual ly  sa id to  h im.   My quest ion to you is ,  d id  

you d isc lose in  fu l l  everyth ing you knew about  the k i l l ing of  

Mr Magaqa to the  Min ister  in  your  conversat ion?  

WITNESS E :    Chai r ,  the k i l l ing of  Magaqa was a cr ime.   So,  

I  d isc losed everyth ing.   I  le f t  no stone unturned.   I  d isc losed 

everyth ing to h im.   Thank you.   

ADV SELLO SC :    And as you say fu r ther  on  in  that  

paragraph,  you a lso d isc losed the ident i t ies of  the persons 

you say are po l ice of f i cers who were involved in  the 20 

p lanning and the k i l l ing of  Mr Magaqa.  

WITNESS E :    Yes,  I  d id  so,  Chai r .  

ADV SELLO SC :    I  understand and you d id ind icate  in  your  

Annexure WE2,  that  you are in  wi tness protect ion because 

you are a cr i t i ca l  wi tness in  that  case.   Are you suggest ing 
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to  the Commissioners that  …[intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    You used Witness E the te rm compel led  

wi tness,  I  th ink you say.   

ADV SELLO SC :    I  ca l led h im something e lse?  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  must  have forgot ten wi th in seconds,  Ms 

Sel lo ,  my apologies.  

ADV SELLO SC :    I  th ink,  he  said cr i t i ca l  that  they 

…[intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  th ink you said cr i t ica l .   

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  and i t  is  because in  h is  Annexure 10 

WE2,  WE2 at  page 5,  he says,  I  am a compel led state  

cr i t i ca l  wi tness.   He cal led h imsel f  a  c r i t ica l  wi tness.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay,  thank you.   I  guess my focus or  

in terest  was the compel led …[intervenes]  

ADV SELLO SC :    But  he a lso remembered to say he is  a  

compel led wi tness.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Why compel led Wi tness E?  

WITNESS E :    I  say th is  because,  Chai r ,  I  was subpoenaed 

af ter  I  deposed my statement .   I  was a lso subpoenaed to 

test i fy .   So,  i t  is  not  that ,  yes,  I  was subpoenaed to test i fy .   20 

That  is  why I  am cal l ing myse l f  a  compel led wi tness 

because even i f  I  do not  want  to  cont inue to be a wi tness,  

but  due to the in format ion that  I  have,  I  have to test i fy .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Wi tness E.   Just  g ive us a 

moment .  
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CHAIRPERSON :    Just  a –  yes,  p lease.   

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us cont inue.   

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Ms Sel lo ,  can I  just  c lar i f y  something 

wi th Wi tness E?  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  Commissioner.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Good af te rnoon,  Wi tness E.  

WITNESS E :    A f ternoon,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Wi thout  d isc los ing your ident i t y ,  when 10 

the Min ister  f i rs t  contacted you on your ce l lu lar  phone,  d id 

you get  the impression that  he knew who you were?  In 

other  words,  he knew your name and your rank as a pol ice  

of f icer  and what  you do?  

WITNESS E :    Commissioner,  a t  the t ime,  I  d id  no t  know.   

But  now I  know because I  d id  my own invest igat ion af ter  

that .   And now I  know that  he knew.   But  as the t ime goes 

on,  maybe I  can -  as I  am proceeding wi th my evidence,  I  

wi l l  d isc lose where I  got  the in format ion.   But  he knew,  and 

I  th ink he knew star t ing f rom September 2024.  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes,  and as you do so,  p lease be 

mindfu l  not  to  d isc lose your ident i ty .  

WITNESS E :    Okay,  thank you,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wi tness E,  you might  not  see me 
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because I  do not  have a machine in  f ront  of  me.   I t  is  

Commissioner Baloyi .   You say in  paragraph 5 ,  no,  in  

paragraph 6,  and th is  is  what  you say the Min ister  says,  he 

fur ther  sa id tha t  he had learned that  I  have more 

in format ion about  SAPS Cr ime Inte l l igence of f ic ia ls  who 

were involved in  the p lanning and k i l l ing of  S indiso Magaqa.   

Now keep that  in  mind.   In  paragraph 7,  you then say:  

“He part i cu lar ,  ask me who the  SAPS 

of f ic ia ls  were who were involved in  the  

p lanning and k i l l ing,  and I  to ld  h im.   I  10 

conf i rmed that  a l l  these ind iv idua ls are  

indeed pol ice of f icers. ”  

Does that  mean,  i f  you read 6 and 7 as  I  have read i t  now,  

d id you conf i rm to h im that  these pol ice of f icers indeed are  

Cr ime Inte l l igence of f ic ia ls?  

WITNESS E :    Yes,  Chai r .   They are a l l  Cr ime Inte l l igence 

of f ic ia ls .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   And based 

on how you have worded your paragraph 7,  I  take i t  you are 20 

not  inc l ined to d isc lose the nature of  the in format ion you 

shared wi th the Min ister  at  the t ime because these are 

mat ters you are yet  to  test i fy  to  in  cour t .   Am I  cor rect?  

WITNESS E :    Yes,  cor rect ,  Chai r .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wi tness E,  why d id you fee l  f ree to  
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share th is  in fo rmat ion wi th the Min ister?  I  th ink ear l ier  on  

you said,  even though you were not  supposed to,  you to ld 

h im everyth ing.   Why d id you feel  f ree to share i t?  

WITNESS E :    Because he was the  Min ister  of  Pol ice at  the 

t ime,  so I  saw no problem to share the in format ion wi th h im.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV SELLO SC :    I f  then I  may fo l low up on your response 

to Commissioner Baloyi 's  quest ion.   Is  your  log ic that  had 

the same person cal led you at  the t ime,  but  he was not  

Min ister  of  Pol ice at  the t ime,  you would not  have shared 10 

that  in format ion?  Is  that  what  you are communicat ing?  

WITNESS E :    I  was not .   I  was not  at  a l l .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   

WITNESS E :    But  because he was in  the leadership  of  the 

SAPS as a department ,  I  fe l t  i t  f i t  to  te l l  h im because when 

he spoke to me,  i t  is  l ike he a l ready had in format ion about  

what  happened.   

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   

WITNESS E :    He just  wanted some conf i rmat ion f rom me.   

So,  I  saw no prob lem to share i t  wi th  h im.    20 

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  understood.   Can we then 

move on to page 3 of  your  statement ,  s tar t ing at  paragraph 

8?  You cont inue the  conversat ion you had wi th the  

Min ister ,  and you say you a lso in formed h im of  other  issues.   

Can you deal  wi th  the contents of  your  paragraph 8 at  page 
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3?  

WITNESS E :    Before I  deal  wi th  paragraph 8,  Chai r ,  you 

wi l l  forg ive me.   I  used,  in  the previous quest ions,  I  used 

compel led and cr i t ica l  in  one sentence.   So,  you wi l l  forg ive 

me …[speaking in  vernacular ] .   So,  my Engl ish might  not  be  

proper.   So,  maybe I  wi thdraw tha t  compel led and leave the 

cr i t i ca l  one.   

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay,  i t  is  noted.   And,  in  fact ,  that  

s tatement  compel led and cr i t i ca l  is  not  par t  o f  your  

statement .   I t  is  in  your  Annexure E and Annexure WE2 that  10 

we refer red to ear l ier .   

WITNESS E :    Yes.   

ADV SELLO SC :    Ful ly  noted.   Thank you,  Wi tness E.   You 

may then go to paragraph 8.  

WITNESS E :    In  paragraph 8,  I  to ld  the Min ister ,  I  a lso  

in formed the Min ister  that  I  d iscovered the p lan to 

assassinate S ind iso Magaqa in  Ju ly 2017 pr ior  to  h is  

assassinat ion tak ing p lace.   Af ter  hear ing about  the 

assassinat ion p lo t ,  I  reported th is  to  my super iors.   My 

super iors are the same of f ic ia ls  that  I  ment ioned in  the  20 

previous paragraphs,  the same names that  I  gave to the 

Min ister .   In  addi t ion to in fo rming them about  the 

assassinat ion p lo t ,  I  a lso proposed some steps that  we can 

take as the pol ice to  prevent  the murder or  to  save 

Magaqa’s l i fe .   And they d id not  want  to  l is ten to me,  even 
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a f ter  I  gave them steps that  we can take.   So,  Min ister  

Mchunu …[intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  a minute …[intervenes]  

ADV SELLO SC :    Wi tness E?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  a minute,  Wi tness E.  

WITNESS E :    Yes.   

CHAIRPERSON :    When you heard about  the p lot ,  were you 

a lso to ld who the people that  would  carry i t  out  were?  

WITNESS E :    Chai r ,  a t  that  t ime,  I  was to ld by the  k i l lers,  

the shooters.   The shooters,  the ones that  pul led the 10 

t r igger ,  they are the ones who to ld me that  in  the next  two 

weeks '  t ime,  we are being h i red to k i l l  Mr Magaqa.   So,  we 

had two weeks to stop the murder.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Did they not  te l l  you who had ins t ructed 

them or  h i red them to k i l l  Mr Magaqa?  

WITNESS E :    The teacher.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And d id they g ive you the same names of  

the people,  or  rather  the same names you gave to the 

Min ister?  

WITNESS E :    Even though,  Chai r ,  I  wi l l  not  go deep to the 20 

case of  Magaqa,  but  I  can just  g ive you an idea of  how th is  

in format ion came …[intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  is  a  very s imple quest ion,  Wi tness E.  

WITNESS E :    Yes.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Did they g ive you the same names you 
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gave to the Min ister?  

WITNESS E :    The names that  I  gave to the Min ister  are the 

of f ic ia ls  who assisted the k i l lers.   The of f i c ia ls  d id  not  h i re 

the k i l lers to  k i l l  Magaqa,  but  they assisted the k i l le rs.   So,  

the people who h i red the h i tmen …[intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  me ask the quest ion d i f fe rent ly .   The 

k i l le rs who said there was a p lot  for  Mr Magaqa to be k i l led,  

d id they ment ion that  those that  were going to assist  them 

in the k i l l ing were  the people whose names you gave to the  

Min ister?  10 

WITNESS E :    I  hear  your  quest ion,  Chai r ,  and I  want  to  

answer th is  quest ion,  but  I  want  to  answer th is  quest ion in  

th is  fashion.   One of  the k i l lers is  la te now.   He was an 

in formant  handled by us,  by our  of f i ce.    

CHAIRPERSON :    I  saw that  in  your  s tatement  

…[intervenes]  

WITNESS E :    Which is  the of f ice  of  Pr ime Min ister  

…[intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  a minute,  Wi tness E.   I  saw that  

e i ther  in  your  statement  or  in  one o f  your  annexures.   I  saw 20 

that .   I  am asking  you a d i f ferent  quest ion,  and my quest ion 

is ,  when those that  were going to k i l l  Mr Magaqa to ld you 

about  the p lot ,  d id  they a lso te l l  you that  in  car ry ing out  the  

p lot ,  they were going to be assisted by the people  whose 

names you gave to the Min ister?  I t  is  very s imple quest ion.   
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WITNESS E :    Yes.   

CHAIRPERSON :    They gave you those names.  

WITNESS E :    Yes.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  and …[intervenes]  

WITNESS E :    Yes,  that  i s  cor rect .   

CHAIRPERSON :    And you say these people were your 

super iors?  

WITNESS E :    Yes,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    And you say you could have prevented Mr 

Magaqa's murder  i f  something had been done between the  10 

t ime you were to ld of  the  p lot  o r  about  the p lot  and the t ime 

when Mr Magaqa was actual ly  k i l led.   Not  so?  

WITNESS E :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .   

CHAIRPERSON :    And you then –  a l l  r ight .   The super io rs 

that  you reported  to,  f rom the answers you have g iven thus 

far ,  I  assume are  the same super iors whom you were to ld 

about  by those who advised you of  the p lot ,  correct?   

WITNESS E :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    And were you ser ious about  want ing to 

prevent  Mr Magaqa's murder?  20 

WITNESS E :    I  d id  everyth ing in  my power,  Chai r .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Were  you ser ious about  want ing to 

prevent  the murder?  

WITNESS E :    I  was ser ious,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    And your report  to  the very people whom 
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you have been to ld are going to ass ist  in  the murder?  

WITNESS E :    They are a very senior  Chai r  in  KZN.   I  spoke 

to them so that  we can b lock the murder,  but  they re fused.  

CHAIRPERSON :    You report  wi th  a v iew to prevent ing the  

murder and you report  to  the very  people whom you have 

been to ld are actual ly  going to ass ist  wi th  the murder?  

WITNESS E :    I  want  to  answer  th is  quest ion,  but  the  

quest ion is  confusing.   

CHAIRPERSON :    There is  noth ing confusing about  the 

quest ion,  noth ing confusing at  a l l .   P lease answer i t .   10 

WITNESS E :    Okay,  okay,  when I  got  the in format ion,  I  

reported the in format ion to the people who were going to 

assist  but  those people at  the t ime they d id not  know that  

they would be asked to assist .   The in former spoke to me 

a lone and then I  re lated the message to my commander,  to  

my immediate commander in  a level  o f  the  capta in.   I  wi l l  

not  ment ion the name.   But  then at  the t ime,  my super iors  

d id not  know that  the h i tmen wi l l  ask them for  assistance.   

Number two,  the equipment  that  was going to be used in  the 

k i l l ing of  Magaqa came f rom the very same super io rs.   But  i t  20 

was equipment .   

CHAIRPERSON :    How would the people that  to ld  you or  

in formed you of  the p lot  have known that  they were  going to  

be assisted by your super iors i f  a t  that  s tage the super io rs 

d id not  even know that  they were go ing to assist?  
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WITNESS E :    Because the equipment  that  they were going 

to use,  which is  the f i rearm and the car ,  came f rom the very  

same super io rs.    

CHAIRPERSON :    But  that  is  af te r  the event .   That  is  af ter  

the event  accord ing to what  you have just  sa id now.   My 

quest ion is  about  the t ime you are being to ld that  we are  

going to be assis ted by senior  pol ice of f ic ia ls .   How could 

that  be said i f  the senior  pol i ce of f ic ia ls  themselves d id not  

even know that  they were going to assist?  I t  may wel l  have 

been that  senior  of f ic ia ls  would have said,  no,  we are not  10 

wi l l ing to  assist .   P lease make me understand.   I  do not  

understand.  

WITNESS E :    Okay,  I  got  the in format ion of  the k i l l ing of  

Magaqa on the 2 n d ,  on Sunday the 2 n d  o f  Ju ly 2017.   I  got  i t  

f rom an in former  who was h i red to k i l l  Magaqa.   He then 

to ld me that  he is  going  to ask the capta in and the  colonel  

to  assist  them in such a way that  when they go to 

Umzimkulu and come back f rom Umzimkulu,  they get  a  

protect ion.   He to ld me th is  on the Saturday or  on a Sunday.    

 Then on the same Sunday,  I  ca l led the capta in and 20 

the colonel  te l l ing  them that  th is  in former is  now hi red to go 

and k i l l  Mr Magaqa.   Can we b lock h im?  On Monday the 

3 r d ,  I  a lso cal led  the colonel  again.   I  asked the colonel ,  

co lonel ,  can we take away the car  that  we bought  for  th is  

in former and the  AK that  we bought  fo r  th is  in fo rmer and 
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keep i t  to  ourselves?  We wi l l  g ive the in former th is  

equipment  la te r  on because in  the next  week,  they are 

going to k i l l  Mr Magaqa.   That  is  how the in format ion came 

about .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  thank you,  thank you Wi tness E.   

Yes,  Ms Sel lo .   

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Perhaps whi le  we are 

on that ,  le t  us just  take a step back and to expla in what  

your  job at  the t ime was when you had these in teract ions 

wi th the  people  you say subsequent ly  assassinated Mr 10 

Magaqa.   Can you just  ta lk  us th rough that  very quick ly?  

WITNESS E :    Chai r ,  as I  sa id,  I  have been an undercover 

operat ive s ince 2013.   I  am cur rent ly  a  handler  in  the Cr ime 

Inte l l igence.   But  at  that  t ime,  I  was deployed undercover.   I  

was deployed undercover to  do undercover pro jects.   I t  was 

a registered pro ject ,  but  i t  was a pro ject  for  cash in  t ransi t .   

In  th is  pro ject  o f  cash in  t ransi t ,  I  recru i ted the leader of  the 

gang.   I t  was a group of  25 suspects.   

 I  recru i ted the leader of  th is  gang or  of  th is  g roup 

that  i s  involved in  cash in  t ransi t .   This leader,  who 20 

happened to be our  in formant ,  is  the one who came wi th  

th is  in fo rmat ion to us because he was h i red by the  people in 

the Umzimkulu Munic ipal i t y .   That  is  how I  got  to  know th is  

in format ion.   On top of  that ,  th is  group of  25 suspects,  I  had 

to in f i l t ra te the group.   That  is  how I  got  to  know these 
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people.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay,  then i f  I  understand you cor rect ly ,  

you say you had been deployed as an undercover agent  and 

you had in f i l t ra ted th is  group out  o f  which then came out  the  

would-be assassins.   Is  that  a fa i r  summary?  

WITNESS E :    Yes,  that  i s  cor rect .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Now,  you say you were deployed 

undercover.   Who were you deployed by?  

WITNESS E :    Yes.   

ADV SELLO SC :    Who were  you deployed by to th is  what  10 

you cal l  a  p ro ject?  Sorry,  le t  me just  f in ish.   Who deployed 

you to act  undercover to  what  you now cal l  a  reg istered 

pro ject?  

WITNESS E :    The very same of f ic ia ls  that  I  gave the names 

to the Min ister .   The very same o f f ic ia ls  that  provided the 

vehic le and the f i rearm that  was used in  the murder of  

Magaqa.    

ADV SELLO SC :    And these are the people at  your  

paragraph 8 you refer  to  as your super io rs.   Is  that  so?  

WITNESS E :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .   20 

ADV SELLO SC :    I  am c la r i f ied,  thanks.   We are  st i l l  a t  

your  paragraph 8 .   You have deal t  wi th  communicat ing the 

assassinat ion p lo t  to  your  super iors and you ind icated that  

they fa i led to do anyth ing to hal t  the i r  assassinat ion.   You 

go fur ther  than to ta lk  about  what  Min ister  Mchunu next  
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asked you in  the same paragraph.   Take i t  f rom there.  

WITNESS E :    The Min ister  asked me i f  L t -Gen Khumalo 

was a lso involved in  the p lanning and k i l l i ng of  S indiso 

Magaqa.   And I  expl ic i t l y  in formed the Min ister  that  General  

Khumalo was not  involved.   And when I  say I  expl ic i t l y  

expla ined or  in fo rmed the  Min ister ,  I  even went  fu r ther  in  

such a way that  I  to ld  h im that  at  the t ime,  because S indiso 

Magaqa was k i l led  or  was shot  in  Ju ly  2017,  General  

Khumalo was not  par t  o f  Cr ime Inte l l igence at  a l l .   He was 

not  even in  KZN.    10 

 And General  Khumalo was not  the d iv is ion  

commander of  Cr ime Inte l l igence.   A person was act ing at  

the t ime because we d id not  have a permanent  d iv is ion  

commander.   I t  was General  Jacobs.   And in  KZN,  the 

person who was a Provis ional  Commissioner,  i t  was an 

act ing Provis ional  Commissioner,  which was General  Langa.   

So General  Khumalo was not  involved at  a l l  when i t  comes 

to th is  p lot  and the k i l l i ng of  Magaqa.   

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay,  p lease proceed to your paragraph 

9.   20 

WITNESS E :    I  in fo rmed the Min ister  that  I  on ly le f t  o f f  L t -

Gen Khumalo in  2018 af te r  the es tabl ishment  of  the PKTT.   

But  at  that  t ime,  General  Khumalo was st i l l  a  br igadier .   And 

then he was appo inted as  a leader  of  the PKTT.   I  in formed 

the Min ister  that  in  around 2018,  I  went  to  the of f ice  of  the 
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now ret i red General  Chika.   General  Chika was the 

provinc ia l  head o f  Cr ime Inte l l igence at  KwaZulu -Nata l  a t  

the t ime.    

 I  then reported the mat ter  to  General  Chika of  what  

happened to Mr  Magaqa and the involvement  o f  these 

of f ic ia ls .   And then General  Chika  then asked me i f  I  can 

propose a statement .   And I  sa id,  yes,  I  can do so.   Then i t  

is  when he said  he would speak to General  Khumalo to 

ar range a team that  wi l l  come and take a statement .   And 

then af ter  that ,  both of  them, General  Khumalo and General  10 

Chika,  they came to an agreement  that  I  must  be enro l led in  

the programme.   And in  2019,  indeed,  I  went  to  the 

programme.  

ADV SELLO SC :    I f  I  could just  take a step back.   When 

you ta lk  about  going  to the of f ice of  the now ret i red  General  

Chika,  you said i t  is  2018.   In  your  statement ,  you have got  

a speci f i c  month.   I  th ink i t  is  important  you ment ion both 

the month and the  year.   

WITNESS E :    I t  was around August .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Go ahead,  sorry.   20 

WITNESS E :    I t  was around August .   I t  was around August  

2018.   I t  was af te r  the establ ishment  of  the PKTT.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay,  and I  know that  you say you 

in formed the Min ister  of  th is  fact .   

WITNESS E :    Yes,  I  gave h im everyth ing.  



    26 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 46 

Page 105  o f  201  

 

 

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay,  then le t  us  go to  your paragraph 

10 af te r  you have in formed the  Min ister  of  a l l  these facts.   

We are st i l l  a t  your  page 3,  paragraph 10 at  the bot tom of  

the page.  

WITNESS E :    Yes,  therefore,  I  made i t  c lear  to  the Min ister  

that  not  only was General  Khumalo not  involved in  the 

assassinat ion,  bu t  that  I  on ly came to know of  h im la ter  on.   

I  on ly came to know of  h im la ter  on .   Excuse me.   

ADV SELLO SC :    And i f  we then could tu rn the page to the  

next  page,  4,  s ta r t ing at  paragraph 11,  i f  you could take i t  10 

f rom your paragraph 11.   

WITNESS E :    I  s ince learned that  af ter  my meet ing wi th 

General  Chika,  General  Chika had a meet ing wi th General  

Kuma,  whereby a  decis ion was taken by both of  them that  I  

should be,  I  shou ld depose a statement  and be enro l led in  

the programme.  

ADV SELLO SC :    And for  the  record,  f i rs t l y ,  d id  you 

depose to such a statement?  

WITNESS E :    Yes,  I  d id .  

ADV SELLO SC :    And is  th is  the t ime you then went  in to  20 

the wi tness protect ion programme you said  you are  st i l l  a  

par t  o f  today?  

WITNESS E :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay,  we then move to your paragraph 

12,  where you say the Min ister  had engaged wi th  you on 
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o ther  i ssues.   Could you deal  wi th  the content  of  paragraph 

12? 

WITNESS E :    The Min ister  asked me what  my gr ievances in  

the workplace are .   And my response to h im was tha t  due to 

my stay in  the programme for  seven years,  I  am s i t t ing in  

one rank for  14 years,  whereas my other  co l leagues whom I  

t ra ined wi th were  get t ing promot ions and being moved to  

the next  ranks,  but  mysel f ,  I  was a lways being over looked 

wi th my exper ience and my cont r ibu t ion.    

 The Min ister  then in formed me to wr i te  my 10 

gr ievances in  a form of  an emai l  and send them to h im.   He 

provided me wi th  h is  emai l  address as stated there,  and 

then he fur ther  asked me i f  Min ister  Bheki  Cele was a lso 

involved in  the assassinat ion of  Magaqa,  and my response 

to h im was that  no,  Min ister  Bhek i  Cele  was not  involved,  

and at  that  t ime he was not  even a Min ister  of  Pol ice ,  so he 

was not  involved at  a l l .  

ADV SELLO SC :    I  see that  the emai l  address you say the  

Min ister  p rovided you is  h is  of f ic ia l  par l iamentary –  i t  is  got  

a par l iamentary domain,  i s  that  cor rect?  20 

WITNESS E :    Yes,  that  i s  cor rect ,  Chai r .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay,  then le t  us  go to paragraph 13.  

WITNESS E :    A f ter  the  cal l  wi th  the Min ister  Mchunu,  I  then 

contacted a f r iend of  mine who happens to be a lawyer to 

seek just  advice per ta in ing to the  cal l  that  I  had wi th the  
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Min iste r .   The f r iend of  mine advised me that  I  shou ld wr i te  

my needs and gr ievances,  and that  I  send the emai l  to  

Min ister  Mchunu,  but  at  the same t ime he said I  must  a lso 

send the very same emai l  to  the  Nat ional  Commissioner.   

My f r iend a lso provided me wi th the Nat ional  

Commissioner 's  emai l  address because I  d id  not  have i t  a t  

the t ime.    

ADV SELLO SC :    And who was the Nat ional  Commissioner 

at  the t ime you were d i rected to send the emai l  to?  

WITNESS E :    The cur rent  Nat iona l  Commissioner,  which is  10 

General  Fannie Masemola.   

ADV SELLO SC :    A f ter  you were provided wi th the  second 

emai l  address,  what  d id you do?  You take up that  

conversat ion f rom your page 5,  paragraph 14?  

WITNESS E :    On Monday,  the 9 t h  o f  December 2024,  at  

about  11:53,  I  sent  an emai l  to  Min ister  Mchunu to h is  emai l  

address,  and at  the same t ime I  a lso sent  i t  to  the Nat ional  

Commissioner,  General  Masemola ,  in  the emai l  that  was 

provided to me in  paragraph 4.   And in  that  emai l ,  I  was 

set t ing out  the deta i ls  of  my exper ience in  the SAPS and my 20 

cont r ibut ion and a l l  that .   The emai l  is  at tached as WE1.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Before we go to  WE1,  just  to  cor rect  for  

accuracy,  you sta ted that  you sent  the emai l  to  the Min ister  

and to the emai l  address provided in  paragraph 4 .   That  

cannot  be correc t .   I t  is  in  paragraph 13,  r ight?  You are 
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referencing General  Masemola ’s emai l  address?  

WITNESS E :    Yes.   

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay,  I  just  wanted to c lar i f y  on that .  

WITNESS E :    I t  is  page 4,  paragraph 13,  sorry.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   

WITNESS E :    Okay,  thank you.   

ADV SELLO SC :    So,  then you re fer  us to  WE1,  Annexure 

WE1.   That  is  the f i rs t  document  in  your  annexure f i le ,  

s ta r t ing at  page 1.   I t  is  qui te  a lengthy emai l .   And in  l ine  

wi th your request  to  the Commissioners that  you not  d ivu lge 10 

some of  the deta i ls  per ta in ing to the cr iminal  case that  is  

s t i l l  to  be held,  th is  par t i cu lar  document  provides s igni f icant  

or  makes s igni f icant  reference to those facts.   Is  that  

correct?  

WITNESS E :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .   

ADV SELLO SC :    And these are the facts that  you would 

prefer  not  to  be publ ic ly  d isc losed at  th is  juncture?  

WITNESS E :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Now,  wi th those rest r i c t ions,  what  would 

you l ike to  par t icu la r ly  h ighl ight  to  the Commissioners f rom 20 

th is  Annexure WE1?  

WITNESS E :    What  I  needed here was a request  for  

in tervent ion by  both the Min ister  and the Nat ional  

Commissioner per ta in ing my work ing condi t ion.   Because 

af ter  I  had that  fa l lout ,  there was that  i ssue wi th my 
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super iors.   They star ted  to weaponize the work ing  

condi t ions.   They star ted to weaponize promot ions against  

me.   They star ted to abuse me at  work.   That  is  what  was 

an in tervent ion that  I  needed f rom them.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  and d id you set  out  in  th is  document  

what  you requi red of  the Min ister  to  assist  you wi th  insofar  

as any gr ievances you may have at  the workplace are  

concerned?  

WITNESS E :    F i rs t l y ,  I  s tar ted  ment ion ing about  my 

cont r ibut ions star t ing f rom 2013 in  a l l  those drug pro jects,  10 

a l l  those cash- in- t ransi t  pro jects,  and a l l  those ATM 

bombing pro jects.   And then i f  I  sk ip my h istory there,  I  wi l l  

s ta r t  where I  sa id I  need to emphasise that  each pro ject  I  

worked never had less than 20 most  wanted suspects and 

dangerous suspects.    

 And I  must  a lso s tate that  in  2017 a lone,  I  arrested 

over  100 dangerous suspects  in  KwaZulu -Nata l  wi th  

hundred percent  convict ions.   Some are current ly  serv ing  

years  in  pr ison,  and some were k i l led by the spec ia l  task  

force dur ing the  conf rontat ion wi th the pol ice.   Dur ing our  20 

takedown operat ions.   But  not  even a s ingle suspect ,  a  

s ingle suspect  in  our  pro ject  or  in  the pro ject  where I  was 

involved as an undercover operat ive is  s t i l l  outs ide.    

 Not  even a s ingle one.   I  a lso ment ioned that  the  

turn ing point  o f  my career  star ted in  2017 af te r  I  b lew the 
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whist le  by expos ing the rot  and the cor rupt ion that  was 

happening wi th in  Cr ime Inte l l igence KZN and especia l l y  in  

the undercover uni t  which is  ca l led MDOC.  I  a lso 

ment ioned there what  does MDOC stand for .   And then I  

reported …[intervenes]  

ADV SELLO SC :    Apologies,  Wi tness E,  what  does MDOC 

stand for?  

WITNESS E :    MDOC is a Cr ime Inte l l igence uni t  which is  

ca l led MDOC.  MDOC means mul t i -d imensional  organised 

cr ime.  10 

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you.  

WITNESS E :    I t  is  a  –  yes.   

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you.   

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  no,  p lease cont inue.   

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Chai r .   You may 

cont inue.   Wi tness E,  you were at  Annexure WE1,  page 1 

thereof .   And we had just  deal t  wi th  your –  the issues you 

had in  re lat ion to MDOC.  

WITNESS E :    What  happened there,  I  reported the senior  

Cr ime Inte l l igence of f i cers to  fo rmer d iv is ion commander,  20 

which was Commissioner,  which was General  Jacobs.   But  

wi th  regards to General  Jacobs,  I  must  point  i t  out  that  I  d id  

not  communicate wi th h im d i rect ly ,  but  I  communicated wi th  

h im v ia the provinc ia l  head.   So,  I  spoke to Genera l  Chika  

in  person.    
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 And then Genera l  Chika said,  because we are a l l  

under h im and we are  report ing  to h im,  because MDOC 

reports d i rect ly  to  the provinc ia l  head.   So,  he said that  th is  

mat ter  needs to be invest igated by the nat ional  head,  which 

is  a d iv is ion commander.   So,  Div is ion Commissioner.   So,  

the Div is ion Commissioner at  the t ime of  Cr ime Inte l l igence 

was General  Jacobs.   

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay,  i f  I  can then draw your at tent ion to  

page 2 of  that  document ,  paragraph 2,  which star ts  wi th the 

words,  ‘ the sad par t  is  that  the same of f i c ia ls  were my 10 

commanders ’ .   Do you see that?  Do you see where I  am 

reading?  

WITNESS E :    Yes,  the sad par t  is  that  the very same 

of f ic ia ls  were my commanders.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  now my quest ion is ,  in  that  

paragraph,  you then set  out  var ious names of  people.   My 

f i rs t  quest ion is ,  are you saying these are the people that  

you cal l  your  commanders and who you say were a par t  o f  

the assassinat ion?  I  just  need you to conf i rm whether  i t  is  

the same people.  20 

WITNESS E :    I t  is  the same people,  Chai r .  

ADV SELLO SC :    And secondly,  a re these the same people  

you stated at  your  paragraph 7 that  you d isc losed to the  

Min ister  in  your  conversat ion of  the  7 t h  o f  December 2024?  

WITNESS E :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .  
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ADV SELLO SC :    Okay,  thank you Wi tness E.   Chai r ,  I  

know we star ted la ter  than we hoped wi th th is  wi tness.   I t  is  

1  o 'c lock.   I  am in  the Commission.  

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  we just  must  take the break.   

ADV SELLO SC :    We wi l l  take a lunch break.   

CHAIRPERSON :    We wi l l  resume a t  2 o 'c lock.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

INQUIRY RESUMES 10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Sel lo?  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Wi tness E,  p lease 

conf i rm you can hear me c lear ly?   

WITNESS E :    Yes,  Chai r ,  I  can hear you.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Before we broke for  lunch,  we were at  

paragraph 14 of  your  statement  at  page 5.   Are you there?   

WITNESS E :    Yes,  I  am there,  Cha i r .  

ADV SELLO SC :    And i t  is  a t  paragraph 14 that  you 

in t roduced th is  Annexure WE1,  and i t  is  that  emai l  you state 

in  that  paragraph that  you forwarded to the Min ister  and to 20 

the Nat ional  Commissioner.    

WITNESS E :    Yes,  that  i s  cor rect ,  Chai r .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay,  le t  us go then to WE1 at  page 2  

thereof .   And as wi th page 1,  the bulk of  what  you set  out  at  

page 2 provides deta i l  regard ing  the assassinat ion of  Mr  
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Magaqa.   I  would l ike you to sk ip a l l  that  and go to the  

e ighth paragraph at  page 2.   That  s ta r ts  wi th the words,  

they star ted to target  me.   Do you see?   

WITNESS E :    Yes,  I  can see,  Chai r .   

ADV SELLO SC :    I f  you could read that  paragraph and then 

sk ip the next  and read the one thereaf ter?  Because now i t  

is  in  the one thereaf te r  that  you address your  actual  

gr ievance.   Do you understand?   

WITNESS E :    I  understand,  Chai r .    

ADV SELLO SC :    P lease do so.   Thank you.  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Perhaps I  am very sorry.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  Chai r .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  me take you –  the very,  the 

paragraph preced ing.   I  must  emphasise that  th is  i s  not  a  

hearsay evidence,  but  I  was present  in  every step.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Indeed,  Chai r ,  i f  I  may.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.    

ADV SELLO SC :    I  would agree in  the redacted vers ion.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Only that  the f i rs t  s tatement  that  the  20 

Chai r  read is  not  redacted.   The rest  is  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    The rest  is .  

ADV SELLO SC :    But  I  was.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .    

ADV SELLO SC :    A l l  that  is  redacted and I  would prefer  
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him not  to  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  me stop where I  am.   My in terest  is  

there.   My in teres t  is  in  every step.    

ADV SELLO SC :    No,  no,  no.   We would l i ke,  because the  

wi tness says these are mat ters per ta in ing to the evidence 

he shal l  be g iv ing .    

CHAIRPERSON :    A lso,  even that  par t ,  I  must  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Even that  par t .  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .    10 

ADV SELLO SC :    But  the f i rs t  par t ,  I  am gratefu l  to  the 

Chai r  because i t  is ,  the f i rs t  par t  is  important  because i t  

speci f ica l l y  s tates that  what  he re lates in  th is  document  to  

the Min ister  about  the assassinat ion is  not  hearsay 

evidence,  that  he has got  f i rs thand knowledge of .    

CHAIRPERSON :    That  par t .  

ADV SELLO SC :    That  par t  is  important .    

CHAIRPERSON :    So you do not  want  me to get  to  the every 

step.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Not  to  the rest .   The rest  is  redacted,  20 

Chai r .    

CHAIRPERSON :    But  my in terest  was how far  does the  

every step go to Mr Magaqa or  no t?  A l l  r ight .   I  wi l l  leave 

i t .   I  wi l l  leave i t .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you so much,  Chai r .   Wi tness E,  
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you are at  the paragraph I  had d i rected you to,  and I  th ink 

the Chai r  correct ly  points out  the paragraph before.   As you 

are work ing on a redacted vers ion,  I  fu l ly  am apprec iat ive to  

the Chai r  fo r  poin t ing i t  out ,  but  I  th ink the f i rs t  sentence of  

the previous paragraph is  important .   So i f  you could just  

read that  sentence wi thout  reading the redacted par t ,  then 

we can go to that  paragraph I  d i rected you to.   Do you 

understand?   

WITNESS E :    Yes,  Chai r .    

ADV SELLO SC :    P lease go ahead.    10 

WITNESS E :     

“ I  must  emphasise that  th is  is  not  

hearsay evidence. ”  

ADV SELLO SC :    And when you say that ,  is  that  in  

reference to the  facts you have set  out  per ta in ing to Mr 

Magaqa's assassinat ion as you set  them out  in  that  

document?  Is  tha t  what  you say is  not  hearsay evidence?   

WITNESS E :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   Then i f  I  can d i rect  you to the 

next  paragraph that  then star ts  wi th the words they star ted  20 

to target  me?  

WITNESS E :     

“They star ted to target  me to be  

assassinated and even to ld me that  they 

wi l l  never  g ive me any promot ion and 
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they want  me dead because I  am a  threat  

to  the i r  career . ”  

I  wi l l  not  ment ion the name of  the person who said that  

because i t  has been redacted.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.  

WITNESS E :     

“That  i s  when I  went  to  the Durban High 

Court  to  get  a protect ion  order  against  

the of f ic ia ls .   A f ter  that ,  I  was then 

enrol led in to the programme.”  10 

That  protect ion order ,  I  got  i t  in  2018.   I t  was just  a f ter  I  

s ta r ted engaging.  

CHAIRPERSON :    May I  request  you,  Wi tness E,  to  refer  to  

the programme in  fu l l ,  wi tness protect ion programme?   

WITNESS E :    Oh,  yes.    

CHAIRPERSON :    There are a few t imes when you just  refer  

to  programme.   The reader may not  necessar i l y  know what  

programme.    

WITNESS E :    Thank you,  Chai r .   I  wi l l  do so.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Wi tness E.   You may 20 

cont inue.    

WITNESS E :    Thank you.    

ADV SELLO SC :    I f  you are done wi th that  paragraph,  then 

the next  one is  –  you sk ip th is  shor t  paragraph af ter  that .   I t  

is  the one af ter  s tar t ing wi th my only gr ievance.    
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WITNESS E :     

“My only gr ievance to the nat ional  

of f ic ia ls  i s  that  a l l  my commanders in  

KZN are the of f ic ia ls  ment ioned above 

and i f  ever  I  have to move to the next  

ranks,  i t  is  them who must  process and 

fac i l i ta te i t .   But  they do not  do so 

because they to ld  me that  they wi l l  never  

do i t  and they want  me dead than a l ive…” 

…[ intervenes] .  10 

ADV SELLO SC :    Now,  p lease proceed.  

WITNESS E :     

“ In  2018,  when my jun ior  co l leagues were 

promoted to the next  rank due to years of  

serv ice,  I  was le f t  behind by the  same 

of f ic ia ls .   And again in  2022,  when my 

jun ior  co l leagues were again moved to 

the next  ranks due to years of  serv ice,  I  

was again le f t  behind by the  same 

of f ic ia ls . ”  20 

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.   Cont inue.    

WITNESS E :     

“ I  am now appeal ing to the nat ional  

of f ic ia ls  to  rescue me by moving me to 

the next  ranks because in  KZN,  I  was 
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to ld  by the same of f ic ia ls  that  they wi l l  

never move me up s ince I  exposed them.”  

ADV SELLO SC :    And perhaps last ly ,  a t  page 3,  i f  you 

could read the penul t imate paragraph in to the record?  This 

is  the paragraph before the  last  one,  which ref lec ts your  

speci f ic  request .   The second paragraph f rom the bot tom,  I  

request .    

WITNESS E :     

“ I  request  the  nat ional  o f f ic ia ls  to  

in tervene wi th in  30 days of  th is  date,  10 

which is  9 December 2024.   And fur ther  

to  th is ,  me and my legal  team wi l l  have to 

take th is  to  cour t  because I  be l ieve I  am 

being abused for  being a whist leb lower  

wi th in Cr ime Inte l l igence and I  am being 

punished by the same of f ic ia ls  for  th is . ”  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   So then to summarise,  the g ist  o f  

your  gr ievance was that  you were not  being promoted even 

though operat ives who are jun ior  to  you were enjoying the 

benef i ts  of  be ing promoted.  20 

WITNESS E :    Yes.   My gr ievance had noth ing to do wi th 

other  th ings.   I t  was only about  the promot ion stor ies.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   I  have not  made you read some 

parts  of  page 3 as wel l  because,  once again,  you de lve  in to  

the deta i l s  regard ing the assassinat ion.   I s  there anyth ing 
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e lse you would l ike to  h ighl ight  f rom Annexure WE1 before I  

move on?   

WITNESS E :    No,  Chai r .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.    

WITNESS E :    I  th ink I  am covered.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Then le t  us go back to your statement .   

Let  us go to the s tatement  f i le .   We are st i l l  a t  page 5.   And 

then you take i t  f rom paragraph 15.   P lease proceed.    

WITNESS E :    On Tuesday,  the 17 t h  o f  December 2024,  I  

received a phone cal l  f rom the cel l  phone number…”  10 

That  I  wi l l  not  make i t  publ ic :  

“When I  answered the cal l ,  the person on 

the other  end of  the l ine in t roduced 

h imsel f  as Ntokozo Nkabinde,  the  Chief  

o f  Staf f  in  the Of f ice of  the Min ister  

Mchunu.   He added that  he obta ined my 

number f rom Min ister  Mchunu,  who a lso  

tasked h im to invest igate Magaqa’s  

ki l l ing and,  in  par t icu lar ,  the involvement  

and the conduct  of  Cr ime Inte l l igence 20 

of f ic ia ls  in  the murder. ”  

ADV SELLO SC :    P lease proceed.  

WITNESS E :     

“Mr Nkabinde in formed me that  the phone 

was on loudspeaker and that  he was wi th 
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the Min ister  Mchunu.   He asked me i f  I  

had sent  the  emai l  as d i rected by  the 

Min ister  Mchunu and I  conf i rmed that  I  

had sent  the emai l  to  both Min ister  

Mchunu and General  Masemola.   That  

was when Min ister  Mchunu came in the 

same cal l  and said that ,  but  he said i t  in 

Zulu.   He said  i t  in  Zulu.   He said  

…[vernacular ] .   He said I  was not  

supposed to send the emai l  to  General  10 

Masemola because the Nat ional  

Commissioner and General  Masemola 

and the peop le involved in  the  

assassinat ion of  S indiso Magaqa know 

each other .   Therefore,  my gr ievances 

wi l l  not  be at tended to.   They asked me 

to forward screenshots of  the emai l  and I  

had sent ,  which  I  d id ,  to  both thei r  

numbers. ”   

Which means the numbers of  the Min ister  and the number of  20 

Mr Ntokozo Nkabinde,  the Chief  o f  Staf f .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.   Let  us go now to page 6 and you 

cont inue.  

WITNESS E :     

“Mr Nkabinde fur ther  in fo rmed me that  he 
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was once in  the employ of  the  IPID, 

which is  Independent  Pol ice Invest igat ive  

Di rectorate,  and he once heard that  

former Min ister  Beki  Cele and Lt -Gen 

Khumalo were a lso involved in  the 

assassinat ion of  S indiso Magaqa.   I  

in formed h im that  the two were not  

involved.   I  was then inst ructed by  

Min ister  Mchunu and Mr Nkabinde to  

send the same emai l  to  Mr Nkabinde and 10 

Mr Nkabinde gave me h is emai l  address 

as nkabindecm@saps.gov.za. ”  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   Now,  when you say the same 

emai l ,  is  i t  the emai l  that  we went  through that  you have 

at tached as WE1,  which you say you had sent  to  the 

Min ister  and Nat ional  Commissioner on the 9 t h  o f  December  

2024?   

WITNESS E :    Yes,  that  i s  cor rect ,  Chai r .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   You may go to your paragraph 18.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Sor ry,  can you just  c lar i f y  something?   20 

WITNESS E :    Wi tness E,  Wi tness E,  just  a  moment .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Wi tness E,  is  i t  your  unders tanding 

that  the Min ister  d id not  receive the emai l  you sent  on the  

9 t h  o f  December?   Why would he be asking that  you send i t  

again?   
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WITNESS E :    He to ld me that  he has not  seen tha t  emai l ,  

so  he asked me to make screenshots of  that  emai l  and 

forward them via  WhatsApp to h im.   Then I  d id  so.   Then 

af ter  reading i t ,  I  be l ieve af ter  reading those screenshots 

and then i t  i s  when he asked that  the next  emai ls ,  I  must  

not  send them to h im,  but  I  must  send them to the Chief  o f  

Staf f .   And the Chief  o f  Staf f  gave me h is emai l  address.   

Then I  s tar ted sending everyth ing to the Chief  o f  Sta f f .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   Thank you,  

Wi tness E.   You may cont inue.  10 

WITNESS E :    There is  something  I  forgot  to  ment ion,  I  

th ink in  paragraph 16.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes?  

WITNESS E :    Whereby when the Chief  o f  Staf f  ca l led me,  

he said he has been tasked by the Min ister  to  invest igate 

the issue of  Magaqa and the  involvement  of  Cr ime 

Inte l l igence of f icers and therefore,  I  must  cooperate wi th 

the invest igat ion.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Just  fo r  the record,  in  paragraph 15 

which you read in to the record,  you d id point  out  that  Mr 20 

Nkabinde said he had a lso been tasked to invest igate the  

Magaqa k i l l ing,  and in  par t icu la r ,  the  involvement  and 

conduct  of  Cr ime Inte l l igence of f i c ia ls  in  the murder.   That 

is  what  you have at  your  paragraph 15.    

WITNESS E :    That  is  correct .  
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ADV SELLO SC :    You wanted to add to that .    

WITNESS E :    That  he said I  must  cooperate w i th the 

invest igat ion.  

ADV SELLO SC :    And what  d id you understand the  

invest igat ion to be?  I s  that  cooperate wi th h im for  purpose 

of  the invest igat ion?  What  was your understanding?   

WITNESS E :    I  d id  not  understand,  Chai r ,  because I  d id  not  

know that  a Chief  o f  Staf f  can become an invest igator  at  the 

same t ime.   But  dur ing that  confusion is  when he star ted 

in t roducing that  he was work ing for  IPID.   Then af ter  he  10 

said he was work ing for  IPID is  when I  got  an understanding 

that  he does have knowledge of  invest igat ion.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   Okay,  we are now a t  your  

paragraph 18.    

WITNESS E :     

“On the same day,  I  forwarded the emai l  

to  Mr Nkabinde.   Af ter  I  sent  the emai l…” 

…[ intervenes] .   

ADV SELLO SC :    Apologies,  Wi tness E.   P lease do not  

rush through and be accurate.   You d id not  read that  20 

statement  correct ly .   P lease star t  again.    

WITNESS E :     

“On the same day,  I  forwarded the emai l  

to  Mr Nkabinde…” …[ intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Is  i t  not  the very same emai l?   Is  that  not  
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what  you are sk ipping?  My copy of  your  statement  reads:  

“On the same day,  I  forwarded the very  

same emai l . ”  

WITNESS E :    No,  i t  is  not  the very same emai l .   I t  is  not  

the very same.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Advocate Sel lo ,  the statement  that  we 

have reads exact ly  as he has i t .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay,  then I  possib ly  might  be a  vers ion 

out .   Okay,  the Commissioners have your vers ion,  so le t  us  

work on your vers ion,  Wi tness E.    10 

WITNESS E :    Okay:  

“On the very same day,  I  forwarded the 

emai l  to  Mr Nkabinde.   Af ter  I  sent  the 

emai l ,  I  phoned Mr Nkabinde on the  same 

number that  he phoned me wi th,  

in forming h im tha t  I  had sent  the emai l .   

Mr Nkabinde stated that  he d id not  

receive the emai l  and gave me an 

a l ternat ive emai l  address,  and he said i t  

is  h is  personal  emai l  address,  to  resend 20 

the emai l .   Mr Nkabinde a lso advised me 

to rewr i te  the gr ievances and the heading 

should read as dear Min ister  and 

Nat ional  Of f i c ia ls ,  and send i t  and a lso  

forward my CV v ia  WhatsApp.   On the 
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same day,  on the  17 t h  o f  December  2024,  

at  about  11:10,  I  sent  the same emai l  to  

Mr Nkabinde's two emai l  addresses that  

he gave me and I  sent  them f rom my 

personal  emai l  address. ”  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes?  

WITNESS E :     

“A copy of  th is  is  at tached as Annexure 

WE2.”  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay,  now your  Annexure WE2 is  in  the 10 

annexure f i le  f rom page 4.   Have you located i t?    

WITNESS E :    Yes,  Chai r ,  I  am there.    

ADV SELLO SC :    In  deal ing wi th th is  annexure,  just  

remember that  insofar  as your h is tory i s  concerned,  that  i s 

what  you read in to the record when we star ted.   So you can 

sk ip that  par t .   Then you can speak to th is  annexure  

otherwise.    

WITNESS E :    In  th is  annexure,  you can see that  there on 

top,  i t  is  wr i t ten as fo l lows:  

“Dear Min ister  and Nat ional  Of f ic ia ls . ”   20 

So I  d id  exact ly  as inst ructed by Mr  Nkabinde.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.   Then le t  us go in to the body of  the 

emai l .   You can sk ip the f i rs t  paragraph which sets out  your  

employment  deta i ls  and I  th ink your ID number.   The next  

paragraph af te r  that ,  you then have a  speci f ic ,  you set  out  a  
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speci f ic  request .   Can you state i t?    

WITNESS E :    I  sa id:  

“ I  request  an in tervent ion by the nat ional  

of f ic ia ls  and my employer in  my work  

abuse and unfa i r  t reatment  when i t  

comes to promot ions. ”  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thereaf ter ,  you then deal  wi th  your  

h is tory and you set  i t  out  there.   As I  sa id,  we have deal t  

wi th  that .   Can I  then inv i te  you to  the next  page,  page 5,  

and we p ick i t  up f rom the second paragraph at  page 5  10 

which says my on ly compla int?   

WITNESS E :     

“My only compla int  is  s imple.   In  2018,  

when my jun ior  pol i ce of f icers  were  

moved to the next  ranks due to years of  

serv ice,  even exc luding successes,  I  was 

over looked and s idel ined by my 

employer.   Again in  2022,  there was 

another  nat ional  inst ruct ion for  mass 

promot ions fo r  jun ior  pol ice of f icers to  20 

the next  ranks due to the i r  years of  

serv ice,  excluding successes,  but  I  was 

once again over looked and s idel ined by 

my employer.   These promot ions…”  

ADV SELLO SC :    Go ahead.    
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WITNESS E :     

“These promot ions were fo r  the 

mot ivat ion and the wel l -be ing of  pol i ce 

of f icers so that  they can per form wel l  in  

the i r  dut ies. ”  

ADV SELLO SC :    P lease proceed.    

WITNESS E :     

“ I  am on a wi tness protect ion programme 

with fu l l  pay as a  pol ice of f icer .   I  get  a l l  

benef i ts  l ike a l l  po l i ce of f icers  in  the 10 

count ry,  inc luding bonuses when due, 

and I  get  fu l l  medical  a id serv ices f rom 

POLMED.  For  the fact  that  I  ge t  these 

benef i ts  ment ioned above,  i t  means I  do  

qual i fy  to  be a pol ice of f i cer ,  and 

therefore I  do qual i fy  to  receive a l l  

benef i ts  of  po l i ce of f i cers,  inc luding  

being moved to the next  ranks l i ke  a l l  my 

other  co l leagues at  work. ”  

ADV SELLO SC :    I f  you can read the f i rs t  l ine of  the next  20 

paragraph then?   

WITNESS E :     

“My only compla int  is  about  the 

promot ions,  which  are long overdue. ”  

ADV SELLO SC :    So le t  me just  test  my understanding.   I f  I  
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understand you cor rect ly ,  in  th is  emai l  you made i t  c lear  

that  you accept  that  a l though you are on wi tness protect ion  

programme,  i t  is  wi th  fu l l  pay,  you get  a l l  your  benef i ts ,  

inc luding medical  a id,  and that  your  only compla int  re lates 

to your being over looked fo r  promot ions.   That  was your  

so le compla int .   Do I  understand you cor rect ly?   

WITNESS E :    That  is  a l l ,  Chai r .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Now,  at  the last  paragraph of  tha t  emai l ,  

i t  reads:  

“wi th  due respect  and humbleness,  I  10 

request  my employer  to  at tend to my 

gr ievance by moving me to the sui tab le 

rank and consider  my exper ience,  my 

cont r ibut ion,  my successes,  and my 

years of  serv ice. ”    

Did I  read that  correct ly?   

WITNESS E :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .  

ADV SELLO SC :    My quest ion to you is ,  was your request  

at tended to and were you,  insofar  as lack of  promot ion is  

concerned,  any t ime between then when you generated 20 

WE2,  and today,  as we s i t  here today?   

WITNESS E :    I t  has been le f t  hanging.   I t  has not  yet  been 

addressed.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.  

WITNESS E :    Except ,  ja ,  i t  has not  yet  been addressed.  
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ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   Then le t  us get  back to your 

statement .   We are now on my read ing at  your  paragraph 19 

of  the statement ,  page 6.    

WITNESS E :    That  is  about…  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  i t  is  19.   I t  s tar ts  wi th the words,  at  

about .    

WITNESS E :     

“At  about  2 o 'c lock,  I  contacted Mr  

Nkabinde on h is  number wi th my cel l  

phone number,  asking h im i f  he had 10 

received the emai l  that  I  have sent .   And 

indeed,  Mr Nkab inde conf i rmed that  he  

did receive the emai l . ”  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   And then le t  us cont inue to 

paragraph 20.    

WITNESS E :     

“Short l y  af te r  Mr Nkabinde and the 

Minister  conf i rmed the receipt  o f  the 

emai l ,  I  saw an ar t i c le  in  the  Sunday 

Wor ld newspaper ref lect ing  my 20 

conversat ion wi th  the Min ister  about  Mr 

Magaqa murder,  but  wi th  some facts 

d is tor ted.   This  ar t ic le  is  at tached as 

WE1(A).   I  noted that  some facts were 

d istor ted because dur ing May 2021,  the 
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Of f ice of  the Inspector  General  o f  

In te l l igence had in i t ia ted an invest igat ion  

in to the involvement  of  Cr ime Inte l l igence 

in  the murder of  S indiso Magaqa.   Dur ing  

May 2022,  I  was in terv iewed extensive ly 

by the Of f ice of  the Inspector  General  o f  

In te l l igence.   The in format ion I  re layed to  

the Min ister  te lephonical l y  in  2024 was 

consistent  wi th  my d isc losures to the 

OIGI  in  2022. ”  10 

ADV SELLO SC :    Now,  that  Annexure WE1(A) i s  in  your  

annexure f i le .   I t  s ta r ts  at  page 3.1 .   Can you locate i t?    

WITNESS E :    Yes,  I  am there,  Cha i r .  

ADV SELLO SC :    And what  about  th is  ar t i c le  you say 

ref lects your  conversat ion wi th the Min ister?  Are you able  

to  h ighl ight  some aspects,  o f  course,  wi thout  provid ing any 

deta i ls  per ta in ing to Mr Magaqa's assassinat ion?   

WITNESS E :    I f  you can check there,  Chai r ,  on the second 

paragraph,  Sunday Wor ld says:  

“Sunday Wor ld can today exclusive ly 20 

reveal  that  an undercover operat ive who 

says he in i t ia l l y  recru i ted Magaqa's  

would-be h i tmen to be an in former has 

penned an explosive af f idavi t  to  the 

Pol ice Min ister…”  
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F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  there is  no af f idavi t  tha t  I  have ever  sent  to  the  

Min ister .   I t  was an emai l  and a conversat ion te lephonical l y  

and those screenshots.   There is  no af f idavi t :  

“…exposing how the then 35 -year-o ld 

pol i t i c ian was ambushed and shot  on July  

13,  2017,  wi th  resources f rom Cr ime 

In te l l igence. ”  

ADV SELLO SC :    Now,  I  see th is  a r t ic le  i s  da ted 13 

January 2025 at  the top there of  the ar t i c le  above the 

p icture.   Do you see that?   10 

WITNESS E :    Yes,  that  i s  cor rect ,  Chai r .    

ADV SELLO SC :    I t  is  dated 13 January 2025.   I t  then 

proceeds to g ive  deta i l  o f  what  th is  supposed af f idavi t  is  

supposed to have d isc losed regard ing the assass inat ion,  

and that  is  at  page 3.2.   Do you see that?  Do you conf i rm 

that?   

WITNESS E :    Sorry,  Chai r .   In  the annexure or  in  the 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    In  the annexure .   Page 3.2 of  Annexure 

WE1(A).    20 

WITNESS E :    This page,  they star t  wi th  the contents  of  the 

af f idavi t .    

ADV SELLO SC :    The contents o f  the af f idavi t ,  yes,  that  

page.    

WITNESS E :    Yes,  Chai r .    
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ADV SELLO SC :    So,  I  am saying,  are you saying that  what  

is  set  out  on that  page accords wi th what  you to ld the 

Min ister  a l though i t  was not  in  an af f idavi t?    

WITNESS E :    Yes,  Chai r ,  because the  

content  of  the af f idavi t ,  because Sunday 

Wor ld says the contents of  the af f idavi t  

which Sunday Wor ld has seen revealed 

that  Magaqa was shot  wi th  an  AK -47 

purchased wi th money or  s lush fund of  

the Cr ime Inte l l igence,  a d iv is ion of  the  10 

SAPS,  cash f rom the same s lush fund 

a lso funded the purchase of  the getaway 

vehic le,  a  Mercedes -Benz. ”  

ADV SELLO SC :    Then …[ intervenes] .  

WITNESS E :    I t  conf i rms,  Chai r .    

ADV SELLO SC :    I t  provides fu r ther  deta i l  there.   I  see the  

copy you have must  have qui te  a b ig space between the 

f i rs t  paragraph and the next ,  and that  is  because on the  

actual  ar t i c le  i tse l f  i t  is  an e lect ronic advert isement  in  

between the two paragraphs.   Do you see where I  am,  20 

Wi tness E?   

WITNESS E :    Yes,  Chai r .    

ADV SELLO SC :    So i f  you sk ip  that  whole wide open 

p lace,  then there  is  the second,  the th i rd.   Skip those two 

paragraphs.   They go in to the deta i l .   I  am interested in  the  
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th i rd .   P lease read the th i rd paragraph in to the record,  the 

operat ive sa id.  

WITNESS E :     

“The operat ive sa id he registered Ndunge 

as a pol ice in former on May 10,  2017,  

af ter  recru i t ing h im.   He then handed the 

h i tmen to h is  super io rs.   The one who 

la ter ,  to  h is  super ior ,  the  one who la ter  

res igned.   The operat ive sa id  he has 

been par t  o f  the mul t id imensional  10 

Organised Cr ime at  the undercover uni t  

since 2013. ”  

ADV SELLO SC :    Now,  looking at  the facts I  set  out  in  that  

paragraph,  do you know who th is  ar t ic le  is  referr ing to?  

The said operat ive.   Do you know who is  the operat ive the  

ar t i c le  i s  refer r ing to consider ing what  i t  is  sa id the  

operat ive sa id?   

WITNESS E :    Sor ry,  Chai r .   I  lost  you fo r  about  few 

seconds.   Would you p lease repeat  the quest ion,  p lease?   

ADV SELLO SC :    Apologies.   The paragraph you just  read 20 

reads the operat ive sa id he registered th is  person as a 

pol ice in former.   Ear l ier ,  you had an engagement  wi th the  

Chai r  spoke of  these issues and then i t  g ives some other  

facts.   And references mul t id imensions of  Organised Cr ime 

at  deep undercover uni ts  s ince 2013.   Now,  I  am asking  
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you,  do you know the operat ive that  is  being refer red to in  

that  paragraph?   

WITNESS E :    [No response] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Did you hear the quest ion?   

WITNESS E :    Chai r ,  I  lost  you again.   I  th ink i t  is  the 

network here.   Can you just  –  I  hear  the other  th ings,  but  

the last  quest ion,  i f  you can just  repeat  only the quest ion 

i tse l f?  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay,  I  wi l l  t ry  a shorter  one.   Who is  the  

operat ive referred  to in  that  paragraph?  Do you know?   10 

WITNESS E :    That  is  Wi tness E,  Chai r .    

ADV SELLO SC :    That  i s  Wi tness E,  you said?   

WITNESS E :    Yes,  Chai r .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   In  other  words,  yoursel f?    

WITNESS E :    I t  is  mysel f ,  Chai r .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Then the rest  of  the ar t ic le  deals  wi th 

other  i ssues we do not  necessar i l y  have to go through,  but  

they are in  large par t  consisten t  wi th  the contents of  

Annexure WE1.   I  would l i ke to  refer  you now to your  

statement  again f rom paragraph 21,  having read Annexure 20 

WE1(A).   You take i t  f rom af ter  you saw th is  speci f ic  ar t i c le .    

WITNESS E :     

“Af ter  seeing the  ar t ic le ,  I  then phoned 

Mr Nkabinde and asked h im why he 

leaked my emai l  to  the newspaper,  and 
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he said he d id not  see the newspaper.   

He said he d id not  see the newspaper 

ar t i c le .   I  then said to  h im that  I  wi l l  

never  send anyth ing to h im as i t  was 

d i rected by the Min ister  that  I  must  send 

th ings to Mr Nkab inde.   Af ter  the cal l  that  

I  made to Mr Nkabinde,  I  received a ca l l  

f rom Min ister  Mchunu wi th h is  ce l l  

number.   I t  was a WhatsApp cal l .   

Min iste r  Mchunu said to  me that  he had 10 

been in formed by Mr Nkabinde tha t  I  was 

accusing h im of  leaking my emai l  to  the  

newspaper.   I  indeed conf i rmed wi th the  

Min ister  that  I  know for  the fact  that  the 

only people  I  sent  emai l  to ,  o ther  than 

General  Masemola,  were Mr Nkabinde 

and h im,  the Min ister .   And as such,  only 

the Min ister  or  Mr Nkabinde who had 

knowledge of  my emai l .   Min iste r  Mchunu 

then ind icated that  he would speak to Mr  20 

Nkabinde.   St i l l  on  the cal l ,  Min iste r  

Mchunu was st i l l  ins is t ing that  General  

Khumalo was beh ind the  assassina t ion of  

Magaqa.”  

ADV SELLO SC :    Just  to  conf i rm,  in  the ar t ic le  as you read 
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i t ,  is  there any reference to General  Khumalo  and h is 

involvement  in  that  assassinat ion?   

WITNESS E :    No,  Chai r .   There was noth ing.  

ADV SELLO SC :    And in  your  Annexure WE1,  you 

speci f ica l l y  s tated  that  he was not  involved.  

WITNESS E :    He was not  involved.   He was not  even in  

KZN.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Did you respond to the Min ister  at  th is  

juncture when he ins isted that  General  Khumalo was 

involved?  And i f  so,  what  was your  response?   10 

WITNESS E :    F i rs t ly ,  before I  answer that  quest ion ,  when 

he gave me the  cal l  that  he has been in formed by Mr  

Nkabinde that  I  am accusing h im,  he said to  me he had 

demanded Mr Nkabinde for  leaking the in format ion  to the 

media and he said he is  s t i l l  go ing  to ta lk  to  h im not  to  do i t  

again.   But  then when he ins isted that  General  Khumalo was 

behind the assassinat ion,  I  d id  expla in to  h im exact ly  that  

whoever gave them that  in fo rmat ion,  he gave them the 

wrong in format ion .   General  Khumalo was not  even in  KZN.   

He was not  even par t  o f  Cr ime Inte l l igence at  the t ime.    20 

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Sor ry,  Advocate Sel lo .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Just  to  get  the chronology r ight ,  th is  

is  now in January 2025?  I t  is  a f ter  the Sunday Wor ld 
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ar t i c le?  

WITNESS E :    Yes,  Chai r .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So what  we are d iscussing in  

paragraph 21,  where the Min ister  s t i l l  ins is ts that  General  

Khumalo was beh ind the assassina t ion,  th is  i s  af te r  you had 

seen the 13 January 2025 ar t i c le?  

WITNESS E :    Yes,  cor rect ,  Chai r .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner Khumalo.   

Wi tness E,  that  then takes us to your paragraph 22 at  page 10 

8.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Maybe  before,  Ms Sel lo .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Commissioner Ba loyi  has a quest ion.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   Wi tness E ,  d id the Min ister ,  maybe 

le t  me ask d i f fe rent ly ,  d id  you ask the Min ister  why he 

bel ieved that  General  Khumalo  was involved wi th the 

k i l l ing?   

WITNESS E :    I  d id  not  ask h im because even in  December,  

when he star ted saying General  Khumalo and former  

Min ister  Cele were involved,  I  sa id no,  they were not  20 

involved.   But  i t  was Mr Nkabinde that  came in  tha t  same 

conversat ion,  tha t  he was once at  the IPID and he heard 

that  former Min ister  Cele and General  Khumalo were  

involved.   So I  th ink,  in  my mind at  the t ime,  I  had an 

impression that  maybe Mr  Nkabinde got  that  in format ion 



    26 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 46 

Page 138  o f  201  

 

 

f rom IPID,  but  tha t  in format ion was a fa lse in format ion.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner  Baloyi .   

Wi tness E,  I  was inv i t ing you then to your paragraph 22 

f rom page 8.   Are  you there?   

WITNESS E :    Every t ime before…  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  p lease proceed.    

WITNESS E :     

“Every t ime before and af ter  the  court  

proceedings of  the Magaqa's case,  the 10 

Min ister  would ca l l  me and demand an 

update of  the court  proceedings.   When I  

looked at  the volume of  ca l l s  that  I  was 

receiv ing f rom the Min ister ,  I  fe l t  that  the  

pressure was too much to handle.   

Therefore,  I  contacted the invest igat ing  

of f icer  in  the Magaqa case and I  in formed 

h im about  the ca l ls  f rom the Min ister .   I  

a lso in formed the IO that  the Min ister  

a l leged that  someone in formed h im that  20 

General  Khumalo was involved in  the  

assassinat ion of  S indiso Magaqa.   

Fur thermore,  I  requested the IO to 

d iscuss the s i tuat ion wi th General  

Khumalo.   The invest igat ing of f icer  a lso  
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advised me not  to  b lock e i ther  the  

Min ister  o r  Mr Nkabinde,  but  to  p lay 

a long wi th them so that  I  would know 

what  the i r  a im was and/or  in tent ions.   I  

fur ther  to ld the IO that  Min ister  Mchunu 

has too  much in terest  on  S indiso 

Magaqa's case because fo r  every  court  

appearance,  Min ister  Mchunu wi l l  phone 

me and ask me of  the next  cour t  da te and 

what  had t ranspi red at  cour t ,  but  he does 10 

not  at tend court  hear ings.   I  a lso  

in formed the IO that  I  a lso in formed the 

Minister  of  the date that  Mr Ncengwa…”  

Mr Ncengwa is  the:  

“Mr Ncengwa who has s ince been 

convicted for  Magaqa's murder and 

sentenced to 25 years ’  impr isonment  

[connect ion in ter rupt ion]  was going to 

p lead to the murder of  S indiso Magaqa.   I  

had requested the Min ister  to  be in  cour t  20 

at tendance fo r  h im to see the good work  

that  the team and I  had done.   But  to  my 

surpr ise,  the Min ister  was never in 

at tendance.   In  addi t ion to th is ,  I  can say 

that…”  
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ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  p lease proceed.    

WITNESS E :     

“ In  addi t ion to th is ,  I  can say that  th is  

was because the fo rmer Min ister  Cele 

used to at tend each and every  court  

proceedings i f  ever  the case of  S indiso 

Magaqa is  going  to court  and af ter  that  

he wi l l  even engage wi th the media and 

give the update and a l l  that . ”  

But  Min ister  Mchunu,  in  a l l  cour t  appearances,  he has never 10 

or  I  have never  seen h im at tending the case,  but  he had so  

much in terest ,  bu t  that  is  why I  advised h im that  can you go 

on the last  day at  least  when the suspect  or  the accused is  

p leading gui l t y ,  and that  i s  where we got  the convict ion.   

But  Min ister  Mchunu was never in  a t tendance.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   We go on then to your paragraph 

23.  

WITNESS E :    ”On Thursday,  the  3 r d  o f  

Apr i l  2025,  at  about  07:57,  I  sent  an  

emai l  to  Mr Nkabinde to h is  emai l  20 

address,  the SAPS address,  as to  fo l low 

up on the in i t ia l  emai l  that  I  sent  to  the 

Of f ice of  the Min ister  on the 17 t h  o f  

December.   th is  emai l  is  at tached as an 

Annexure WE3.”  
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ADV SELLO SC :    That  annexure WE3 is  in  your  annexure  

f i le  f rom page 6.   Have you located i t?    

WITNESS E :    [No response] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Wi tness E?  Wi tness E,  can you st i l l  hear  

me?   

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us adjourn.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  and I  th ink  he has lost  connect iv i t y .   

He is  of f  screen now.   

CHAIRPERSON :    You wi l l  ind icate.  

ADV SELLO SC :    We shal l ,  Chai r .   Thank you.  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

INQUIRY RESUMES 

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   I  th ink Wi tness E has 

reestabl ished connect iv i t y  and we are ready.   Wi tness E,  

p lease conf i rm you can hear me st i l l?    

WITNESS E :    Yes,  I  can hear you,  Chai r .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you.   We are ready to proceed.   

Thank you,  Chai r .   Wi tness E,  you had deal t  wi th  your  20 

paragraph 23 where you in t roduced Annexure WE3,  do you 

recal l?    

WITNESS E :    Yes,  I  conf i rm,  Chai r .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   I  re ferred you then now to your  

annexure f i le  and located Annexure WE3 at  page 6,  which is  
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where I  had asked you to turn your  at tent ion to.    

WITNESS E :    Yes,  I  am there,  Cha i r .  

ADV SELLO SC :    I  see i t  is  an  emai l  f rom your emai l  

address as you have provided in  the statement .   I t  is 

addressed to Mr  nkabindecm@saps.gov.za emai l  and i t  is  

dated the 3 r d  o f  Apr i l  2025 at  07:57.   Cor rect?   

WITNESS E :    Yes,  cor rect ,  Chai r .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Do you conf i rm that  the f i rs t  three 

paragraphs deal  in  la rge par t  wi th  mat ters that  you had 

h ighl ighted in  your  previous emai ls?   10 

WITNESS E :    Yes,  cor rect ,  Chai r .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Could you then deal  wi th  the four th,  f i f th 

and s ix th paragraphs and just  qu ick ly  read those in to the  

record to expla in what  you were communicat ing  to Mr 

Nkabinde?   

WITNESS E :     

“ I  have been s i t t ing in  one rank for  14 

years wi th in the SAPS Cr ime Inte l l igence 

with operat ive exper ience of  18 years. ”   

But  because th is  was last  year ,  now i t  is  an operat ive,  i t  is 20 

an in te l l igence operat ive exper ience of  19 years,  inc luding  

the SAPS Cr ime Inte l l igence:  

“And I  have made b ig cont r ibut ions and 

successes,  but  a lways over looked when 

i t  comes to promot ions. ”  
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ADV SELLO SC :    P lease cont inue,  read the next .   

WITNESS E :     

“ I  d id  receive the correspondence f rom 

the Min ister  and a lso the Chief  o f  Staf f ,  

Mr Nkabinde,  and I  was promised that  my 

mat ter  would be at tended to.   Ever  s ince 

then,  I  have never received any feedback 

or  any updates wi th regards to my 

compla int .   I  wou ld l ike to  do a fo l low -up 

and receive an update on the progress 10 

and how far  is  the process of  my 

previous le t te r . ”  

ADV SELLO SC :    So then th is  emai l  be ing of  the 3 r d  o f  

Apr i l  2025,  you re ference in  your  paragraph 23 that  i t  was a 

fo l low-up to your previous emai l ,  which is  the 17 t h  o f  

December 2024.   Are you suggest ing that  between the 17 t h  

o f  December 2024 unt i l  the 3 r d  o f  Apr i l  2025,  you had never  

heard back f rom ei ther  the Min ister  or  Mr Nkabinde,  or  both,  

about  your  gr ievance?   

WITNESS E :    In  fact ,  I  do bel ieve that  they have never 20 

done anyth ing about  my compla int  s ince then.   I  have never 

received any feedback,  anyth ing.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   Then le t  us tu rn back to your 

statement ,  because that  wi l l  take us to the next  event  that  

you deal  wi th  at  paragraph 24.    
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Before you do that ,  Ms Sel lo  

…[intervenes] .  

WITNESS E :    On Fr iday the 4 t h  …[intervenes] .   

ADV SELLO SC :    Wi tness E,  Commissioner Baloyi  wants to  

ask …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wi tness E,  in  WE3,  in  paragraph 3,  you 

say:  

“Last  year  on 9 December,  a f ter  receiv ing 

a legal  advice when i t  comes to labour 

mat ters,  I  wrote a  formal  g r ievance to the 10 

Minister  and Nat ional  Of f i ce. ”  

And the emphasis  is  on af te r  receiv ing legal  advice.   Is  that  

the advice you re fer  –  and maybe look at  your  paragraph 13 

of  the statement  and say whether  th is  has anyth ing to do  

wi th what  you say in  WE3?  Paragraph 13?   

WITNESS E :    Paragraph 13 of  my statement ,  

Commissioner?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   So in  paragraph 13 you say:  

“Af ter  the cal l  wi th  the Min ister ,  I  

contacted a f r iend who happens to be a  20 

lawyer to  seek advice. ”  

WITNESS E :    Oh,  yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So what  I  am asking,  or  what  I  am 

seeking to c la r i fy  is  whether  that  paragraph 13 has anyth ing  

to do wi th what  you say in  paragraph 3 of  WE3.    
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WITNESS E :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r ,  because every t ime I  

need some advice,  I  a lways ask a f r iend of  m ine who 

happens to be a lawyer.   He a lways g ives me f r iendly  

advice about  the issues that  per ta in  to  the law,  whether  i t  is  

labour or  c iv i l  o r  cr iminal .   He a lways advises me.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wel l ,  I  am asking to c la r i fy  because I  

understood that  you wrote the le t te r  about  your  gr ievances,  

the emai l ,  because the Min ister  asked you what  gr ievances 

do you have,  put  i t  down in  wr i t ing.   I  understood tha t  to  be 

why you wrote  the emai l  you wrote wi th  your gr ievances.   10 

But  then you speak here in  WE3 as having put  down these 

gr ievances on the basis of  legal  advice,  or  af ter  receiv ing  

legal  advice.   I  just  want  you to c la r i fy  that .    

WITNESS E :    Even though the Min ister  sa id I  must  send my 

gr ievances in  an  emai l ,  I  d id  receive an advice f rom a f r iend 

of  mine who happens to be a lawyer.   That  i s  why he even 

provided me wi th  an emai l  fo r  General  Masemola,  which I  

d id  not  have at  the t ime.   So I  can conf i rm that  both the 

Min ister  and a f r iend of  mine who happens to be a lawyer,  

so both of  them, they cont r ibuted to  that  emai l .  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    You spoke to the f r iend who is  a lawyer  

af ter  speaking to the Min ister  and because the Min ister  sa id 

you should put  down your gr ievances.   I s  that  the  

sequence?   

WITNESS E :    That  is  the sequence,  Chai r .    
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner Baloyi .   We 

are now,  Wi tness E,  back to your statement ,  wi tness 

statement  at  page 9 at  paragraph 24.    

WITNESS E :     

“On Fr iday,  the 4 t h  o f  Apr i l  2025,  at  about  

09:34,  I  received an emai l  f rom 

sedatat im@saps.gov.za  acknowledging 

receipt  o f  my emai l  that  I  have sent  to  Mr  

Nkabinde.   This i s  at tached as WE4.”  10 

ADV SELLO SC :    And that  Annexure WE4 is  at  page 7 of  

your  annexure f i le .   I f  you could go there?  And I  see i t  

s ta r ts  of f  wi th  an  emai l  seemingly  f rom you of  the  17 t h  o f  

December 2024 a t  the bot tom of  page 7.   Is  that  correct?   

WITNESS E :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .    

ADV SELLO SC :    And then there is  a chain of  emai ls  

above,  r ight  up  to the top.   P lease ident i fy  which of  those 

emai ls  you say is  f rom Ms Setat i  acknowledging receipt  o f  

your  emai l  o f  the 17th of  December .  

WITNESS E :    F i rs t ly ,  I  can see that  on the 3 r d  o f  Apr i l ,  on 20 

the 3 r d  o f  Apr i l  Mr Nkabinde wrote  to  Maj -Gen Sebola.   He 

said:  

“Good morning,  Maj -Gen Sebola.   P lease 

f ind below for  your  fu r ther  handl ing.   

Provide a report  on the  10 t h  o f  Apr i l  2025 
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a t  15:00 hours.   K ind  regards,  Mr Cedr ic  

Nkabinde. ”  

And then that  message,  i t  was fo rwarded.   I  can see that  i t  

was a lso forwarded.   I t  was Br igad ier  Lethoko.   He sent  i t  to  

Lt -Col  Mar ia Seta t i .   He said:  

“Colonel ,  th is  is  more HR re lated.   

Perhaps refer  to  Act ing DNC, SS and 

KZN. ”  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.  

WITNESS E :    And then the last  one is  f rom Lt -Col  Mar ia  10 

Setat i .   He or  she forwarded that  message.   He then 

responded to me.   He said,  good morning.   But  he  

responded on Fr iday the 4 t h  o f  Apr i l  2025 at  09:34.   He 

said:  

“Good morning.   Your emai l  is  noted and 

hereby acknowledged.   Respect fu l ly ,  L t -

Col  Setat i . ”  

ADV SELLO SC :    And on that  point ,  the emai l  reads that  

your  emai l  o f  the  17 t h  o f  December is  noted on the  4 t h  o f  

Apr i l  2025 and hereby acknowledged.   Was there any 20 

fur ther  cor respondence by Mr Nkabinde or  Ms Mar ia Setat i  

or  whomsoever f rom the Of f i ce of  the Min ister  regard ing the  

issues you ra ised in  your  17 t h  o f  December 2024 emai l?    

WITNESS E :    Th is emai l ,  Chai r ,  on i ts  own,  i t  shows that  

ever  s ince we spoke wi th the Min ister  and Mr Nkabinde,  
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they have never at tended to my mat ter .   That  is  why you 

can see that  th is  emai l  o f  the  17 t h  o f  December,  Mr  

Nkabinde only star ted to fo rward th is  message to Maj -Gen 

…[indist inct ]  on Apr i l .   And then you can see that  i t  is  just  

two l ines that  he wrote there.   So he never at tended to th is  

mat ter .   And that  was the last  communicat ion between 

mysel f  and Mr Nkabinde.   Even here,  we d id not  speak 

te lephonical l y .   He just  forwarded th is  message.   I  on ly  

received th is  emai l  f rom Lt -Col  Setat i .   I t  is  when I  saw that ,  

okay,  he or  she was just  responding to me because she 10 

received th is  message,  th is  emai l  that  was coming f rom Mr 

Nkabinde in  Apr i l .   Then I  just  le f t  everyth ing there.   I t  was 

never at tended.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   This then br ings us to your  

paragraph 25,  and you are deal ing wi th the 6th of  Ju ly 

2025.   I f  you could then take i t  f rom there?  

WITNESS E :     

“On the 6 t h  o f  Ju ly 2025,  General  Mkhwanazi  

held a press br ie f ing and thereaf ter ,  the  

President  p laced Min ister  Mchunu on a 20 

specia l  leave and announced the 

establ ishment  of  the Commission of  Inqui ry. ”  

ADV SELLO SC :    P lease cont inue.  

WITNESS E :     

“Some days la ter ,  I  received a  WhatsApp 
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ca l l  f rom Min ister  Mchunu in  which he 

to ld me that  he was draf t ing something  

and wanted my fu l l  name and surname.   

And the fu l l  names of  Mr Ncengwa…”  

The convicted,  the man who was convicted for  the k i l l ing of  

Magaqa:  

“He fu r ther  sa id to  me that  I  have to go to 

the Commission  and test i f y  about  the  

unl icensed f i rearms and the vehic les that  

were purchased by the Cr ime Inte l l igence 10 

and were used in  the assassinat ion of  

S indiso Magaqa.   I  responded to the  

Min ister  Mchunu that  I  d id  not  have a 

problem in test i fy ing,  but  I  cannot  test i fy  

at  the Commission because the case is  

s t i l l  ongoing.   Af ter  th is  ca l l ,  I  phoned the 

IO and in formed h im that  the Min ister  

wants me to test i fy  at  the Madlanga 

Commission.   The IO in formed me that  

s ince the case is  ongoing,  I  cannot  test i fy  20 

about  i t  a t  the Commission and therefore,  

i f  the Commission wants me to test i f y ,  

they should l ia ise  wi th h is  of f ice f i rs t . ”  

ADV SELLO SC :    P lease proceed.  

WITNESS E :     
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“ In  2017,  my assessment  of  the Min ister 's  

cal ls  i s  that  dat ing f rom the 7 t h  o f  

December,  which was our  f i rs t  

communicat ion,  they have increased 

progressive ly and are get t ing more and 

more af te r  the 6 t h  o f  Ju ly 2025 press 

br ie f ing by General  Mkhwanazi .   On the  

second week…” …[ intervenes] .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wi tness E?  

ADV SELLO SC :    Wi tness E,  p lease wai t .    10 

WITNESS E :    Yes,  Chai r?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Before you go to paragraph 28,  at  that  

paragraph 26 where the Min ister  says to you that  you 

should come and test i fy  before the  Commission,  d id  he say 

what  i t  is  that  he wanted you to come and test i fy  to?    

WITNESS E :    A t  that  t ime and in  that  ca l l ,  he d id not  

speci fy  what  is  i t ,  but  la te r  on he d id say that  he wants me 

to come and test i fy  about  the  unl icensed f i rearms and the 

sto len  cars  that  were bought  by Cr ime Inte l l igence that  were  

used in  the k i l l i ng  of  Magaqa and other  ANC counci l lo rs.  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    And d id you ask or  d id he expla in why 

that  was re levant  to  the Commission to hear?   

WITNESS E :    He has never expla ined that  to  me,  Chai r .   

Up unt i l  today,  he  has never expla ined.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  
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ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner  Baloyi .   

Wi tness E,  you may proceed then.    

WITNESS E :     

“On 28,  on  the second week of  

September,  Min ister  Mchunu came for  

me,  though I  cannot  recal l  the exact  date,  

and he in formed me that  he wi l l  contact  

me la ter  us ing another  number and that  I  

should  answer the cal l .   On the  same 

night ,  a t  about  10 at  n ight ,  I  rece ived a  10 

phone cal l  f rom the cel l  phone number…”  

That  is  there:  

“The person on the other  end of  the l ine 

in t roduced hersel f  as Kamogelo Mogots i  

f rom Min ister  Mchunu's of f i ce.   At  th is  

t ime,  Min ister  Mchunu had been p laced 

on specia l  leave a l ready.   Kamogelo 

Mogots i  in fo rmed me that  she had been 

inst ructed to te l l  me that  I  would be going 

to test i fy  at  the  Madlanga Commission  20 

and that  there had been statements that  

they have a l ready prepared on my behal f  

per ta in ing to  the purchas ing of  

unl i censed f i rearms and sto len vehic les 

that  were used in  the assassinat ion of  Mr 
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Magaqa,  S ind iso Magaqa,  the 

assassinat ion of  S indiso Magaqa.   I  

responded to Kamogelo Mogots i  that  I  

have a l ready in formed the Min ister  that  I  

d id  not  have a problem to test i f y  at  the  

Commission,  bu t  they should  f i rs t  

communicate wi th the IO and the  

prosecutor . ”  

ADV SELLO SC :    Apologies,  Wi tness E.   At  paragraph 28,  

you say Ms Mogots i  in fo rmed you that  she had been 10 

inst ructed to te l l  you that  there had been statements that  

were a l ready prepared on your  behal f  for  purposes of  

test i fy ing at  the  Madlanga Commission.   Do you see what  I  

am reading?   

WITNESS E :    Yes,  Chai r ,  I  am there.  

ADV SELLO SC :    My quest ion is ,  were those statements  or  

any vers ions of  them ever shared wi th you?  These 

statements prepared on your behal f?   

WITNESS E :    No,  Chai r ,  noth ing was ever  shared wi th me.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Were you in formed as to the content  of  20 

such statements?  What  exact ly  was in  that?   

WITNESS E :    I  was never in fo rmed,  Chai r .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you.   You can then take i t  f rom 

paragraph 29.    

WITNESS E :     
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“Kamogelo then handed the phone to the  

Minister  Mchunu,  who to ld me tha t  f rom 

now going fo rward,  i f  I  have any updates,  

I  should g ive i t  to  Kamogelo.   St i l l  on the  

same cal l ,  Min ister  Mchunu,  I  to ld  h im 

that  I  bare ly know General  Khumalo 

because I  have never worked wi th h im 

and that  I  on ly met  wi th h im when he 

headed the PKTT.   Beyond that ,  I  knew 

him as one who arranged for  me to be 10 

enro l led in  the wi tness pro tect ion  

programme.”  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Sor ry,  Advocate Sel lo .   Maybe the 

wi tness should read that  paragraph again.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Wi tness E,  there was a b i t  o f  d is to r t ion 

when you were reading that  paragraph.   I t  d id  no t  come 

through as c lear ly .   Commissioner  Khumalo suggests that  

perhaps you re - read paragraph 29.   You might  just  come 

through c learer .    

WITNESS E :     20 

“Kamogelo  then handed the  phone to 

Minister  Mchunu,  who to ld me tha t  f rom 

now going fo rward,  i f  I  have any updates,  

I  should g ive i t  to  Kamogelo.   St i l l  on the  

same cal l ,  Min ister  Mchunu asked me i f  I  
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had anyth ing on General  Khumalo and 

the PKTT.   I  to ld  h im that  I  bare ly knew 

General  Khumalo  because I  had never 

worked wi th h im and that  I  on ly learnt  of  

h im when he headed the PKTT or  when 

he was a head o f  PKTT.   Beyond that ,  I  

knew him as the  one who arranged for  

me to be enro l led in  the wi tness 

protect ion programme.”  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  that  was much c learer .   You 10 

may proceed.    

WITNESS E :     

“The Min ister  s tar ted pressur is ing me 

regard ing the PKTT.   He asked me i f  I  

knew of  any v ic t ims of  the PKTT or  i f  I  

have any documents or  reports that  a re  

damaging to the  PKTT.   And that  i f  I  

have,  I  should send them to Kamogelo 

Mogots i .   I  in formed h im that  I  do not  

know of  any v ic t im of  the PKTT because I  20 

have never worked wi th them.  He then 

said I  should look fo r  the v ic t ims and/or  

ev idence of  peop le who were v ic t imised 

by the PKTT and should I  f ind any,  I  

should fo rward  that  in format ion to  
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Kamogelo Mogots i .   S t i l l  in  September 

2025,  I  received a WhatsApp cal l  f rom 

Kamogelo Mogots i  on a ce l l  number…”  

that  is  ment ioned there:  

“The Min ister  Mchunu asked as to what  

the rank and the  names of  the D lamin i  

who was ar rested by the PKTT.”  

I f  I  can state in  that  ca l l ,  the cal l  came f rom Kamogelo 

Mogots i 's  number  but  the person who spoke on the other  

s ide,  i t  was the Min ister :  10 

“ I  in fo rmed the Min ister  that  I  d id  not  

know who Dlamin i  was but  I  wi l l  get  h is  

name and the  rank.   Thereaf ter ,  I  

received a WhatsApp message f rom the 

same number of  Kamogelo and my 

response was tha t  I  wi l l  ask Mr Ncengwa 

to forward me h is  phone number.   I  then 

d id some research and I  found h im as 

Bonginkosi  Dlamin i ,  a  fo rmer  pol ice 

of f icer  who was then convicted and he is  20 

current ly  in  custody awai t ing sentencing 

for  cr imes unre lated to the Magaqa 

murder.   I  then requested fo r  Dlamin i 's  

phone numbers f rom Mr Ncengwa who 

gave me the  phone numbers v ia 
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WhatsApp and I  forwarded the numbers 

to  Kamogelo Mogots i  v ia  WhatsApp.”  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Just  pause there for  a moment .  

WITNESS E :     

“Min ister  Mchunu…” …[ intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Wi tness E,  p lease pause for  a moment .   

Commissioner Khumalo?  

WITNESS E :    Chai r?  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Wi tness E,  you test i f ied ear l ier  that  

you were to ld that  Kamogelo  Mogots i  i s  in  the Min ister 's  10 

of f ice.   Do you know what  her  ro le is  in  the Min ister 's  

of f ice?   

WITNESS E :    Chai r ,  I  know Kamogelo Mogots i  f rom the 

media,  but  a l l  I  know is  that  she is  a spokesperson in  the 

Pol ice Min ist ry .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner Khumalo.   

Thank you.   Wi tness E,  you were then at  paragraph 32?   

WITNESS E :     

“The Min ister  asked me to meet  wi th the 20 

suspect  on S indiso Magaqa’s case,  which 

was Mr S imbusiso Ncengwa,  the a l ready 

convicted one.   I  then in formed h im that  

he can contact  Mr Ncengwa through the 

IO or  the prosecutor .   I  o f fered to g ive 
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the Min ister  the phone numbers of  the IO 

…[connect ion in ter rupt ion]  and see Mr 

Ncengwa,  but  I  advised h im that  even i f  

he went  to  the pr ison to see Mr Ncengwa, 

the pr ison of f i c ia ls  wi l l  not i f y  the IO to  be 

present  dur ing h is in te rv iew wi th h im 

because he is  now a state wi tness. ”  

The state wi tness is  Mr Ncengwa:  

“The Min ister  then asked i f  he arranged 

the meet ing through the of f ice  of  the 10 

Nat ional  Commissioner of  Cor rect ional  

Serv ices,  Mr Thobakgale,  wi l l  i t  work?  I  

in formed the Min ister  that  i t  wi l l  s t i l l  be 

the same because the pr ison wi l l  in form 

the IO.”  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes?  

WITNESS E :    33:  

“Af ter  a l l  th is ,  I  then contacted the IO in  

the Magaqa case and in formed h im that  

th is  was becoming too much for  me 20 

because therefore I  wanted h im to  ta lk  to  

General  Khumalo as the cur rent  

Div is ional  Commissioner fo r  Cr ime 

Inte l l igence.   The IO then asked me i f  I  

could make a  statement  of  what  
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t ranspi red between me and the Min ister  

and I  in formed h im that  I  was wi l l ing to  

depose of  a statement . ”  

ADV SELLO SC :    Now, before you …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Witness…  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    You can go ahead and ask your  

quest ion.    

ADV SELLO SC :    No,  no,  I  was going to ask at  33  before  

you moved to 34,  d id you in  fact  depose to  such a 10 

statement?   

WITNESS E :    I  d id  depose a statement  and I  gave i t  to  the 

IO.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you.   Commissioner Baloy i  has a 

quest ion for  you.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you,  Ms Sel lo .   Wi tness E ,  when 

the Min ister  asks to be in  touch w i th Mr Ncengwa,  does he 

know –  o r  rather  le t  me ask,  is  i t  your  understanding that  he 

knows and understands that  at  that  t ime Mr Ncengwa is  a  

potent ia l  wi tness,  is  accused in  the  Magaqa mat ter?   20 

WITNESS E :    Chai r ,  he knew everyth ing because every  

t ime there is  any update wi th  regards to the  case of  S indiso 

Magaqa,  I  used to update h im before and af te r .   Even af ter  

the convict ion of  Mr Ncengwa,  he knew everyth ing about  

h im.   Even af te r  Mr Ncengwa,  because dur ing the t ime when 
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Mr Ncengwa was convicted,  he made a sect ion -220 

statement  where  he ment ioned that  he is  wi l l ing  to  be a  

state wi tness in  the ongoing mat ter  of  Magaqa.   So Mr 

Mchunu knew everyth ing,  that  Mr  Ncengwa is  now a state  

wi tness.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    And a re lated quest ion,  when the  

Min ister  speaks to you,  he is  engaging wi th you and asking 

for  updates f rom you,  does he know that  you are going to be 

a state wi tness,  or  you are a potent ia l  s tate wi tness?  Did  

he know that?   10 

WITNESS E :    He knows everyth ing about  me.   He knows 

that  I  am a wi tness,  and he knows that  I  am in a wi tness 

protect ion programme.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner  Baloyi .   

Wi tness E,  I  th ink that  now takes us to your paragraph 34,  

at  page 13.    

WITNESS E :    Okay.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Your statement .   Wi tness E,  can you st i l l  

hear  me?   20 

WITNESS E :    Yes,  I  am back,  Cha i r .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   I t  i s  your  page 13,  and I  am 

referr ing you to paragraph 34.   I  th ink that  i s  where you are 

supposed to p ick i t  up f rom.    

WITNESS E :    Thank you:  
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“ I  want  to  emphasise that  s ince the 

beginning of  the  Madlanga Commission  

on the 17 t h  o f  September 2025,  Mr  

Mchunu consistent ly  phones me and the 

numbers of  ca l ls  are skyrocket ing.   He is  

t ry ing to coerce me to test i fy  at  the 

Madlanga Commission in  a manner 

favourable to  h im.   In  the phone cal l ,  I  

ended up conced ing that  I  wi l l  tes t i fy  at  

the Madlanga Commission. ”  10 

ADV SELLO SC :    P lease proceed.    

WITNESS E :     

“On Thursday,  23 October…” 

…[ intervenes] .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Before you…  

ADV SELLO SC :    Wi tness E,  my apologies.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Before you proceed,  Wi tness E,  you say 

he is  t ry ing to coerce me to test i fy  in  a manner favourable  

to  h im.   What  does he want  you to come and –  has he to ld 

you what  he wants you to come and test i fy  to?  And why do 20 

you say that  is  favourable to  h im?  Wi tness E,  you are on 

mute.   Unmute  yoursel f .   Wi tness E,  can you hear me?  

Unmute yoursel f  i f  you can hear me.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Wi tness E,  i f  you can hear us,  can you 

p lease unmute yoursel f?   You appear as muted on the  
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screen.   I t  might  be the l ink is  lost  again.   I t  gets  quick ly  

reestabl ished.   May I  request  a  two -minute stand-down?  

Thank you.    

CHAIRPERSON :    We wi l l  come back when you ind ica te.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

INQUIRY RESUMES 

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   We conf i rm he 

d isconnected and reconnected and he could hear me.   Can I  

just  test?  Wi tness E,  can you hear  me st i l l?    10 

WITNESS E :    Yes,  I  am here,  Chai r .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you.   Commissioner Baloy i  had a  

quest ion for  you.   Thank you.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wi tness E,  my quest ion was that  you 

say in  paragraph 34 that  the Min ister  in  these cal l s  s ince 

the Commission s tar ted,  he consistent ly  phones you and h is 

te lephone cal ls  to  you are skyrocket ing and then th is  is  the 

par t :  

“He is  t ry ing to coerce me to test i fy  in  a 

manner favourable to  h im.”  20 

And my quest ion  was,  what  has he said he wants you to  

come and test i fy  to  and why do you say that  is  favourable to  

h im?   

WITNESS E :    F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  i f  I  can remind the Commission,  

there was that  t ime when the same Mr Ncengwa was 



    26 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 46 

Page 162  o f  201  

 

 

convicted to 25 years for  k i l l ing of  S indiso Magaqa.   What  

happened is  that  the SAPS nat ional  o f f ice issued a 

statement  that  was g iv ing credi ts  to  the PKTT saying the  

PKTT,  they have worked hard,  congratu lat ions and a l l  that .   

The Min ister  phoned me immediate ly af te r  receiv ing the 

statement .   He even fo rwarded that  pol ice statement  to  me.  

He said to  read that  s tatement .   Then I  read the statement .  

 He then cal led me back and said,  have you read the  

statement?  I  sa id yes,  I  have read the statement .   He said,  

you see,  they are saying i t  is  PKTT that  achieved th is  10 

convict ion,  but  they are  not  ment ion ing you.   He knew that  I  

was par t  o f  the  people who achieved that  o r  who was 

par t ic ipat ing in  that  convict ion,  but  he wanted to say I  must  

come to the Commission and te l l  the Commission that  i t  is  

not  the PKTT that  achieved that  convict ion but  i t  was mysel f  

who achieved that  convict ion.  

 That  is  why I  say in  that  paragraph that  he was 

t ry ing to recru i t  me to test i fy  in  a manner that  is  favourable  

to  h im.   When I  ta lk  about  the cal l s  that  a re skyrocket ing,  i t  

is  because every t ime when there is  a commission and then 20 

there is  a wi tness that  i s  test i fy ing,  somet imes he wi l l  ca l l  

me, maybe dur ing tea t ime and say,  hey …[vernacular ] .   

And then i f  I  say  yes,  I  am watching,  he says,  okay,  okay 

…[vernacular ] .  

 So he used to do  that  a lmost  every day when there  
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is  a  wi tness that  is  test i f y ing wi th the mat ters that  re lates to 

KZN and he used to ca l l  me and make those comments.   So 

that  is  why I  ta lk  about  skyrocket ing.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you,  Wi tness E.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And I  suppose,  Wi tness E,  you can t ie  

that  up,  you do not  have to read i t  wi th  paragraph 30 of  

your  statement .  

WITNESS E :    Yes:  

“The Min ister  s tar ted pressur is ing me 10 

regard ing the PKTT.   He asked me i f  I  

knew of  any v ic t ims of  the PKTT or  i f  I  

have any documents or  reports that  a re  

damaging to the PKTT and i f  I  have them, 

I  should  send them to Kamogelo Mogots i .   

And I  in formed h im that  I  do not  know of  

any v ic t ims of  the PKTT because I  have 

never worked wi th them.  He then said 

that  I  should look for  the v ic t ims and/or  

ev idence of  peop le who were v ic t imised 20 

by the PKTT and should I  f ind any,  I  

should fo rward  that  in format ion to  

Kamogelo Mogots i . ”  

You can see even there in  paragraph 31:  

“Whereby he was asking me to look fo r 
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th is  man cal led,  to  look fo r  th is  convicted  

cr iminal  ca l led Dlamin i  who was ar rested 

by the PKTT wi th  the other  mat ters that  

are re lated to the murder of  Magaqa.”  

For  the fact  that  he was asking me to become that  

invest igator  now,  to  invest igate and f ind the people and f ind  

that  Dlamin i ,  f ind  Mr Ncengwa's number,  f ind advice f rom 

me,  how can he get  to  pr ison and ta lk  to  th is  Mr Ncengwa 

and a l l  that .   So that  i s  why I  ment ioned the pressure .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner Khumalo.   10 

Wi tness E,  that  would then on my reading take us to your 

paragraph 35 at  page 13.   Can you p ick i t  up?   

WITNESS E :    May you come again ,  Chai r?   

ADV SELLO SC :    Page 13,  paragraph 35,  that  is  where we 

take i t  f rom.  

WITNESS E :    Paragraph 35:  

“On Thursday,  23 October at  

approximate ly 11:49,  I  received a 

WhatsApp cal l  f rom a cel l  phone 

number…”  20 

That  is  ment ioned there:  

“When I  answered the cal l ,  the person on 

the other  end of  the l ine in t roduced 

h imsel f  as Min ister  Senzo Mchunu.   I  can 

indeed state that  f rom the vo ice,  I  
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immediate ly recognise that  the voice is  

that  of  Min ister  Mchunu.   On th is  ca l l ,  he 

asked me i f  the  Madlanga Commission 

had not  ca l led me yet .   My response to 

h im was that  I  had not  received any cal l  

f rom them.  Min is ter  Mchunu then to ld me 

that  I  wi l l  be cal led by the Madlanga 

Commission.   He fur ther  stated tha t  whi le  

g iv ing evidence a t  the Ad Hoc Commit tee 

in  Par l iament ,  he del iberate ly d id not  10 

ment ion anyth ing  about  me because in  

Par l iament  they are just  p lay ing pol i t i cs 

and that  at  the Madlanga Commission,  

they deal  wi th  the  law.   Therefore,  he wi l l  

ensure that  I  am cal led to the Madlanga 

Commission. ”  

ADV SELLO SC :    P lease proceed.    

WITNESS E :     

“Af ter  the cal l ,  I  then checked the cel l  

phone number that  the Min ister  used to 20 

cal l  me.   On that  number,  when I  checked 

i t ,  i t  was appear ing in  the Truecal ler  app 

that  the number was registered under the  

name Linda Hlongwa.   I  do not  know who 

Linda Hlongwa is . ”  
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ADV SELLO SC :    P lease proceed.    

WITNESS E :     

“On Wednesday,  10 December 2025 at  

approximate ly 12:50,  I  received a 

WhatsApp cal l  f rom the cel l  phone 

number of  the Min ister  on my cel l  phone 

number.   The cal l  was f rom the Min ister  

Mchunu who star ted demanding the 

statements that  I  deposed to the PKTT in 

respect  of  the S indiso Magaqa 's case,  10 

inc luding the sta tements that  I  deposed 

to the Madlanga Commission.   He fur ther  

ind icated that  he wanted me to depose to 

a new statement  per ta in ing to the buying  

of  s to len cars and unl icensed f i rearms by 

Cr ime Inte l l igence which were used in  

the k i l l i ng of  S indiso Magaqa and other  

ANC counci l lo rs.   The Min ister  fur ther  

asked me i f  the  Madlanga Commission 

had contacted me yet  and I  to ld  h im that  I  20 

was contacted by  the Commission  and I  

was in terv iewed by the Commission  

invest igators.   He asked me i f  I  knew 

thei r  names and I  to ld  h im that  I  do not  

know thei r  names.   He then demanded a 
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copy of  a  statement  I  made to the  

Madlanga Commission and I  in formed h im 

that  I  d id  not  have the statement  and that  

I  was only  in terv iewed by the  

Commission invest igators.   There fore,  I  

d id  not  know whether  or  not  they have 

draf ted the statement .   I  fur ther  to ld the 

Min ister  that  the  Madlanga Commission 

invest igators have in formed me that  I  wi l l  

be cal led to the  Madlanga Commission  10 

next  year ,  which is  2026.   Min ister  

Mchunu ind icated that  he wanted h is 

lawyers to  in terv iew and obta in a 

statement  f rom me.   Therefore,  he  asked 

for  my locat ion.   I  then in formed the  

Min ister  that  i t  is  not  a l lowed for  me to 

d isc lose any of  my locat ion s ince I  am in  

the wi tness protect ion programme.   The 

Min ister  then suggested that  I  draf t  the 

statement ,  s ign and send i t  to  h im and 20 

my response was that  I  could make a 

p lan,  but  the problem was that  I  do not  

have gadgets in  my possession to  wr i te  

i t .   S t i l l  on the same cal l ,  the Min ister  

in formed me tha t  when he was at  the  
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Madlanga Commission,  he handed an 

envelope conta in ing e ight  names to the 

Commission and that  my name was on 

that  l i s t .   Fur thermore,  tha t  the 

Commission had re jected that  envelope 

and that  of  the e ight  ind iv iduals on that  

l is t ,  seven of  them had a l ready submit ted 

statements to  h is  lawyers and tha t  i t  is  

only my statement  that  i s  outstanding.   

He emphasised that  the lawyers had 10 

g iven h im a submission due date or  a  

deadl ine of  12 December 2025.   The 

Min ister  fur ther  ind icated that  amongst  

the seven ind iv iduals that  submit ted 

statements,  some of  them were c lose to 

the PKTT.   On the  same date…”  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  cont inue.  

WITNESS E :     

“On the same date,  on Wednesday 10 

December 2025 a t  about  15:57,  I  saw on 20 

my phone that  I  had two missed cal l s  

f rom the cel l  phone number of  the  

Min ister  and one missed cal l  o f  a  number 

that  I  d id  not  know at  the t ime.   At  about  

15:58,  I  received a ca l l ,  a  WhatsApp cal l  
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f rom Min ister  Mchunu 's ce l l  phone 

number and the person on the other  end 

ind icated that  he was Min ister  Mchunu 

and he was going to ca l l  me wi th another  

number and I  should answer the cal l  

when i t  came through.   At  15:58,  on the 

same day,  I  received a WhatsApp cal l  

f rom the very same number that  I  d id  not  

know whose number i t  was at  the  t ime.   

This number ref lected on my WhatsApp 10 

as saved as L indo Mthembu and even on 

my True Cal led i t  was registered as  L indo 

Mthembu.   When I  answered the cal l ,  I  

rea l ised that  the person on the other  end 

of  the l ine was Min ister  Mchunu who 

asked me i f  I  had star ted draf t ing the 

statement  and that  i f  I  had f in ished 

draf t ing the statement ,  I  should send i t  to 

h is  lawyer who I  understood to be  cal led 

Barnes.   He sa id I  must  send i t  to 20 

Barnes. ”  

I  am not  sure about  the correct  spe l l ing:  

“ I  must  send i t  to  Barnes v ia WhatsApp to 

Barnes '  ce l l  phone number.   Then he 

provided the cel l  phone number…”  
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As i t  s tated there:  

“…or the cel l  phone number of  Mr L indo 

Mthembu.   I  then checked the cel l  phone 

number that  one of  Mr Barnes and then in  

my True Cal led app i t  showed that  i t  was 

registered under Sunday July. ”  

I f  I  can just  add something in  that  paragraph,  paragraph 40,  

is  that  I  d id  ask the Min ister  on th is  day because there was 

a media statement  that  the Min ister  does not  have,  h is  

phones were taken.   So I  thought  he does not  have a phone 10 

a l l  a long because he was very qu iet .   But  on that  day,  on  

Wednesday,  when he star ted cal l ing me and then star ted  

changing numbers,  I  asked h im why is  he changing,  why is  

he cal l ing me wi th d i f fe rent  numbers?  He said,  no,  he does 

not  want  to  ta lk  in  h is  phone because he bel ieves that  h is  

phone has been,  h is  phones are being moni tored.   That  is  

why he keeps on asking other  people to  g ive h im a phone 

so that  he can cal l  me.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.  

WITNESS E :    On paragraph 41:  20 

“On th is  ca l l ,  the Min ister  d i rected me 

that  the statement  should state as  

fo l lows,  and I  am paraphrasing.   He said  

paragraph 1 should read as fo l lows:   

Dur ing 2017,  Cr ime Inte l l igence bought  
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un l i censed f i rearms and sto len  cars 

through the Secret  Serv ice account ,  and 

these guns and cars were handed over to  

the h i tman,  Jabulani  Mdunge,  a lso an 

in former,  and S ibusiso Ncengwa who 

were eventual ly  h i red to k i l l  the  ANC 

Youth League member,  Mr  S indiso 

Magaqa.   He sa id paragraph 2 should 

read as fo l lows:   In  2018,  af ter  the 

establ ishment  of  the PKTT,  which  is  led  10 

by General  Khumalo,  the PKTT engaged 

wi th me and a s tatement  was obta ined 

and a l l  deta i l s  were g iven about  the  

involvement  of  Cr ime Inte l l igence in to the 

k i l l ing of  S indiso  Magaqa.   Paragraph 3 

should read as fo l lows:   From 2018,  af ter  

the establ ishment  of  the PKTT,  General  

Khumalo was heading the PKTT.   As f rom 

2022,  General  Khumalo was appointed 

the head of  Cr ime Inte l l igence.   To date,  20 

General  Khumalo has never  done 

anyth ing about  the in format ion that  I  

have g iven h im perta in ing  the 

involvement  of  Cr ime Inte l l igence 

members,  even though he is  the head of  
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Cr ime Inte l l igence.   Paragraph 4 should  

read as fo l lows:   Somet imes th is  year ,  

2025,  Min ister  Mchunu and I  spoke about  

my promot ion  issue and that  the Min ister  

promised that  he wi l l  escalate the mat ter  

with the SAPS.”  

In  that  paragraph,  2025 was not  t rue because the 

engagement  wi th my gr ievances,  they star t  f rom the 7 t h  up  

to the 9 t h  in  2024,  December.   So,  the conversat ion  d id not  

s ta r t  in  2025,  but  he said I  must  put  i t  th is  way:  10 

“Paragraph 5 should read as fo l lows:   In  

August  2025,  the  invest igat ing of f i cer  in  

the case of  S indiso Magaqa in formed me 

that  the case is  sub jud icare and 

therefore I  cannot  make a statement  or  

test i fy  and anywhere e lse wi thout  h im 

being in formed.   Paragraph 6 shou ld read 

as fo l lows:   In  November 2025,  the 

Madlanga Commission  invest igators 

consul ted wi th me,  but  the Commission is  20 

not  ca l l ing me to test i f y . ”  

ADV SELLO SC :    Wi tness,  before you proceed,  d id you 

prepare a statement  in  the te rms that  you refer red to at  

paragraph 41?   

WITNESS E :    No,  Chai r .   I  d id  no t  prepare any sta tement  
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and I  have no in tent ion to prepare  any statement ,  but  I  d id  

not  te l l  the Min ister  that  I  am not  going to prepare the 

statement .   I  just  sa id,  okay,  I  wi l l  prepare a statement ,  but  

I  knew I  was not  going to prepare  a statement  and I  have 

never prepared any statement .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay,  thank you.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Just  a moment .   Wi tness E,  i f  you had 

prepared a statement  a long the  l ines of  paragraph 41,  in  

other  words,  41.1 to  41.6,  would  you not  be ly ing to the 

Commission i f  you presented a statement  that  reads a long 10 

the l ines of  those paragraphs?   

WITNESS E :    Can you repeat  the quest ion  again,  

Commissioner Khumalo?   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I f  you had prepared a statement  for  

th is  Commission  that  reads a long the l ines of  paragraph 

41.1 to  41.6 and you presented i t  to  th is  Commission or  i t  

was used by somebody e lse before th is  Commission,  would 

that  not  be a l ie?   Would that  s tatement  not  be ly ing to th is  

Commission?   

WITNESS E :    Yes.  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    For  example,  you gave an example  

about  paragraph 5.   You said i t  was not  in  August  2025,  i t  

was in  2024.  

WITNESS E :    Yes,  Chai r .   That  was paragraph 4,  where he 

said somet ime th is  year ,  whereby th is  ca l l  was last  year ,  
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December.   He said somewhere th is  year ,  which is  not  t rue.   

I t  was not  somewhere th is  year ,  which is  2024,  which is  

2025.   But  i t  was somewhere in  December 2024 when we 

had that  conversat ion.   So i f  I  draf ted a statement  l ike th is  

and I  s igned i t  under oath,  the statement  was going to be a  

fa lse statement .   So i f  I  draf ted i t  in  th is  vers ion.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    He was encouraging you to l ie  to  th is  

Commission?  

WITNESS E :    I  be l ieve so,  Chai r .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    I f  I  may fo l low up on those quest ions?  10 

Wi tness E,  was i t  your  bel ie f  that  the Min ister ,  i f  he  indeed 

so  suggested,  knew that  what  he  wanted you to  tes t i fy  to  in 

the terms that  se t  out  in  paragraph 41 const i tu ted fa ls i t y?   

Are you convinced that  he was aware that  those sta tements 

would be fa lse?   

WITNESS E :    He was aware,  Chai r ,  because the  emai ls  

they speak for  themselves in  the annexures,  that  on  the 9 t h  

I  d id  send emai ls  to  Nkabinde and the Min ister ,  Nkabinde 

d id receive  those emai ls ,  and the  conversat ion star ted in  

December,  not  in  2025.   So i t  was going to be  a fa lse 20 

statement .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  thank you.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Can I  just  check th is ,  Wi tness E?  

Paragraph 41.2,  is  that  accurate what  you were supposed to 

wr i te?  Does i t  re f lect  what  happened?   



    26 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 46 

Page 175  o f  201  

 

 

WITNESS E :     

“ In  2018,  af te r  the establ ishment  of  the 

PKTT,  which is  led by General  Khumalo,  

the PKTT engaged wi th  me and a 

statement  was obta ined and a l l  deta i ls  

were g iven about  the involvement  of  

Cr ime Inte l l igence in to the pol i t ica l  

k i l l ing,  in to the k i l l ing of  S indiso 

Magaqa.”  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.    10 

WITNESS E :    I t  wi l l  not  be cor rect ,  Chai r .   I t  wi l l  no t  be.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  carry on.    

WITNESS E :    I t  was not  going to  be correct  because no 

one can produce a s ingle statement  that  I  made to the PKTT 

in 2018.   The statement  was made in  January  2019,  but  the  

engagement  star ted in  2018.   But  s t i l l ,  even that  

engagement  was not  a d i rect  engagement .   I  engaged wi th  

General  Tshika,  who was the head of  Cr ime Inte l l igence in  

KZN.   He is  the one who engaged General  Khumalo,  who 

was a Br igadier  a t  the t ime.    20 

 So I  d id  not  have a one -on-one conversat ion wi th  

the PKTT in 2018,  but  my engagement  wi th the PKTT was 

v ia General  Tshika.   Then in  January 2019,  i t  is  where a 

statement  was obta ined.   That  s tatement  i s  the one that  wi l l  

be used in  cour t  in  the case of  S indiso Magaqa.   So even 
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that  f i rs t  paragraph,  we were going to have issues wi th i t .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  and you to ld the Min ister  that  i t  

was only in  2019.    

WITNESS E :    The Min ister  knows everyth ing.   I  to ld  h im 

everyth ing,  but  th is  i s  how he wanted me to draf t  the 

statement  that  is  needed.   In  fact ,  he wanted to send h is  

lawyers to  me so that  I  can engage wi th h is  lawyers,  then 

they can take sta tements.   Because now I  know tha t  he d id 

provide,  even wi th th is  Mr Ncengwa,  he d id provide wi th the 

lawyers to  take statements f rom him.   Now I  know that  i t  10 

was conf i rmed by Mr Ncengwa h imsel f  that  the Min ister  

provided h im wi th  the lawyers.   So he wanted to prov ide me 

wi th the lawyers so that  I  can dra f t  th is  vers ion of  h is ,  o f  

which th is  vers ion,  i f  I  had to s ign  th is  vers ion,  I  was going 

to be s igning a fa lse statement  under oath.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  thank you.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner Baloyi .   Just  to 

locate us in  the statement ,  Wi tness E,  at  page 17,  

paragraph 42.    

WITNESS E :     20 

“St i l l  on the same day,  on Wednesday the  

10 t h  o f  December  2025 at  about  22:10 at  

n ight ,  but  i t  was 21:39,  Min ister  Mchunu 

cal led me again  through a  WhatsApp cal l  

wi th  h is  ce l l  phone number now And he 
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asked me i f  I  have f in ished wi th the 

statement .   Fur thermore,  the Min ister  

Mchunu ind icated that  the due date for  

the deadl ine fo r  the statement  i s  now 

Thursday,  11 December 2025,  which is  

the fo l lowing day now And he said i t  is  no 

longer Fr iday the  12 t h  and he even gave 

me the t ime tha t  i t  must  be submit ted 

before 12:00.   On th is  ca l l ,  the Min ister  

ind icated that  should I  f in ish wr i t ing the  10 

statement ,  I  wi l l  be very f ree for  the rest  

of  my l i fe . ”  

But  he said i t  in  Zulu.   He said …[vernacular ] .   That  is  how 

he said i t :  

“My response to the Min ister  was that  I  

have not  yet  f in ished wi th  the statement .   

He then ind icated that  I  should then draf t  

the statement  the  fo l lowing day and that  

when I  am f in ished wi th the statement ,  I  

should d iscuss the statement  wi th h im so 20 

that  he wi l l  te l l  me what  to  add or  to 

remove before I  can pr in t ,  s ign and send.   

He fur ther  in formed L indo Mthembu,  wi th 

the cel l  phone number that  he was using 

before,  res ides wi th h im.   They l ive 
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together  in  one house.   Therefore,  I  can 

cal l  a t  any t ime,  even at  12 midnight  i f  I  

want  some comments in  that  s tatement .   I  

can reach h im through L indo Mthembu.   

Fur ther  to  that ,  the Min ister  ind icated 

that  the statement  should be f ina l ised 

before 12 midday on Thursday,  11  

December 2025. ”  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wi tness E,  i f  you d id understand h im at  

a l l ,  what  d id you understand the Min ister  to  refer  to  or  to  10 

mean when he sa id i f  you f in ish  wr i t ing the statement ,  you 

would be f ree for  the rest  of  your  l i fe?  What  d id you 

understand that  to  mean?  What  was he undertaking  to you,  

i f  anyth ing?   

WITNESS E :    Chai r ,  a t  the t ime,  I  d id  not  know,  I  d id  not  

understand what  he was meaning.   But  now,  based on the 

in format ion that  I  have and that  I  know,  I  th ink I  have an 

idea what  he was t ry ing to mean,  but  may I  reserve my 

answer to  that  quest ion?  But  I  d id  not  understand at  the 

t ime because he said you would be f ree and you would be 20 

happy fo r  the res t  of  your  l i fe  i f  you can just  g ive me the  

statement .   So that  was i t .   So at  the t ime,  I  d id  not  

understand.   But  whatever  I  know now is  not  important ,  or  

maybe can I  just  reserve i t  to  mysel f?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ear l ier  on you ment ioned that  he had 
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o f fered the serv ices of  h is  lawyers to  you.  

WITNESS E :    Yes.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Did that  happen?  Did you accept  and 

d id anyth ing come of  i t ,  o f  that  of fer?   

WITNESS E :    I  re fused to take an of fer  because I  mean the  

programme.   I  re fused to take an o f fer .   But  i f  I  was not  in  

the programme,  I  was going to accept  the of fer  and I  was 

going to star t  engaging the process of  ent rapments because 

I  am very good in  ent rapments.   I  was going to say that  I  

was going to ask the lawyers to  come and then when they 10 

come,  I  wi l l  hear  what  they are up to.   And then i f  there is  

any cr iminal i ty ,  they were not  going  to leave that  of f ice.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Ms Sel lo .   

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner Baloyi .   I  th ink  

we are now at  your  paragraph 43 at  page 18.   Wi tness E,  

are you there?   

WITNESS E :     

“On Thursday,  the 11 t h  o f  December,  now 

is  the fo l lowing day,  at  about  08:10,  I  

received a WhatsApp cal l  f rom a cel l  20 

phone number o f  L indo Mthembu,  who 

resides wi th the  Min ister .   In  that  ca l l ,  

Min iste r  Mchunu asked i f  I  was f in ished 

wr i t ing the statement .   And when I  sa id I  

was st i l l  busy wr i t ing the statement ,  he 
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then said that  he wanted to supply  the 

statement  to  h is  lawyers before 12 

midday.   At  about  13:15,  I  missed three 

WhatsApp cal ls  f rom the cel l  phone 

number of  L indo Mthembu.   I  a t tached 

the screengrab of  the cal l  log,  i t  is 

a t tached as WE5.   I  wish to state  that  I  

de l iberate ly missed those cal l s  because I  

had not  draf ted  any statement  for  the 

Min ister  and I  had no in tent ion to  draf t  o f  10 

any statement  because I  had no in tent ion  

to  draf t  any statement . ”  

But  now,  I  d id  no t  know what  to  say to the Min ister  at  the 

t ime when he was cal l ing me,  because now there  was no 

statement ,  the statement  that  I  draf ted,  and he was busy 

cal l ing,  asking for  a statement .   So because i t  was a f ter  the  

deadl ine,  I  d id  no t  know what  to  te l l  the Min ister .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.   Your Annexure WE5 is  in  the 

annexure bundle  at  page 10.   I f  you could turn  to  that  

annexure?  And you say that  is  the cal l  log.  20 

WITNESS E :    Yes,  that  i s  a ca l l  log.    

ADV SELLO SC :    And i f  I  read i t  correct ly ,  the ear l iest  ca l l  

is  a t  the bot tom o f  the sheet ,  and the la test  ca l l  i s  a t  the top  

of  the sheet .   Am I  reading i t  cor rec t ly?   

WITNESS E :    Yes,  that  is  correct ,  Chai r .   That  is  correct ,  
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Chai r .  

ADV SELLO SC :    And I  see that  whereas when we set  out  

a date here in  South Af r ica,  we s tar t  wi th  the day and the  

month and the year.   This appears  to  be d i f fe rent  because 

the f i rs t  f igure,  the f i rs t  day,  the  f i rs t  f igure in  a l l  those cal l s  

is  12,  then i t  goes s lash 10,  s lash 25.   And what  changes is  

the middle number.   So am I  reading i t  correct ly?  That  12  

here refers to  the  month and not  the date.    

WITNESS E :    Yes,  because WhatsApp is  not  programmed,  

or  i t  i s  not  a South Af r ican app.   So they star t  wi th  a month,  10 

fo l lowed by day,  fo l lowed by year.   So here i t  is  December,  

i t  is  the December month,  the 10 t h  2025.   So i t  s tar ts  f rom 

there going up.    

ADV SELLO SC :    So the Amer ican system.  

WITNESS E :    Yes,  Chai r .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Now,  I  see the  f i rs t ,  then i f  we accept  

that  the f i rs t  ca l l  is  the one at  the bot tom,  r ight?  12 -10-25 

at  15:57,  and works a l l  the way to 12 -11-2025 a t  13:15,  

r ight?  So th is  i s  over  a per iod of  two days.   Am I  correct?   

WITNESS E :    Yes,  Chai r .    20 

ADV SELLO SC :    So that  f i rs t  ca l l  a t  the bot tom,  is  that  the  

cal l  you reference at  paragraph 40 of  your  statement  at  

page 15?  Am I  reading i t  correct ly?    

WITNESS E :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .   That  i s  cor rect ,  Chai r .    

ADV SELLO SC :    And then f rom paragraph 40,  a l l  the other  



    26 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 46 

Page 182  o f  201  

 

 

ca l l s  that  you said you received f rom the var ious numbers 

wi l l  then be ref lected in  the rest  of  the document  reading 

upwards.    

WITNESS E :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Wi th the last  being the cal l  you re ference 

at  paragraph 43,  f rom that  number  you said is  regis tered to  

L indo Mthembu,  I  th ink you said .   L indo Mthembu.   In  

paragraph 43,  you said at  13:15 you had those three missed 

WhatsApp cal ls  f rom that  number.   And I  see the top ent ry  

on your Annexure  WE5 is  that  number you c i ted,  paragraph 10 

3,  and i t  is  in  red ref lect ing that  i t  is  three missed ca l ls .   Am 

I  reading that  annexure correct ly?   

WITNESS E :    Yes,  cor rect ,  Chai r .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Wi tness E.   You may then 

proceed to your paragraph 44.    

WITNESS E :    The Min ister  ca l led  me wi th a  d i rect ,  because 

I  was not  answer ing now that  WhatsApp cal l  because I  d id  

not  know what  to  say to the Min is ter ,  but  then he star ted 

cal l ing me wi th a d i rect  ca l l :  

“The Min ister  ca l led me wi th a d i rect  ca l l  20 

and I  c la imed that  I  draf ted the statement  

a long the l ines d iscussed.   Because that  

was a d i rect  ca l l ,  my phone ut i l ises 

Truecal le r  app,  and the Truecal le r  app is  

set  on my phone as a defaul t .   So,  
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therefore,  the cal l  was automat ica l l y  

recorded.   The record ing o f  the 

conversat ion is  at tached as Annexure 

WE6.”  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Wi tness E.   Before you 

proceed,  your  WE6 is  a vo ice record ing.   I t  is  refer red to in  

the statement ,  but  i t  is  not  t ranscr ibed.   Commissioners,  

what  we have provided by Wi tness E is  the actual  record ing.   

So we propose that  perhaps we p lay the record ing and then 

Wi tness E speaks to i t ,  and then subsequent ly  we wi l l  10 

at tend to t ranscr ip t ion of  that  record ing.   Thank you,  Chai r .   

Wi tness E,  we are going to p lay a  record ing you provided,  

and we have marked i t  Annexure WE6.   P lease l is ten to i t  

and then you wi l l  take some quest ions.   Thank you.    

[CALL RECORDING PLAYED BACK IN VERNACULAR]  

ADV SELLO SC :    Wi tness E,  are  you able to  ident i fy  for  

the record whose voices we hear on  ANNEXURE WE6?   

WITNESS E :    Chai r ,  that  was Min ister  Senzo Mchunu.   

ADV SELLO SC :    Talk ing to?   

WITNESS E :    And he was ta lk ing to me because he wanted 20 

that  s tatement  so  badly.   So s ince he was not  get t ing hold  

of  me on WhatsApp,  he decided to  use a normal  ca l l .   And i f  

I  can expla in to  the Commissioners,  I  d id  not  del iberate ly 

record the Min ister .   I  was not  in  the process of  ent rapment .   

The Min ister  to ld  me in  December 2024 that  he does not  
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want  us to  ta lk  on a normal  ca l l  because h is phones might  

be moni tored.   He wants us to use a WhatsApp cal l  because 

a WhatsApp cal l  cannot  be recorded.   There is  no opt ion to 

record.    

 So because he was desperate fo r  th is  statement ,  he 

was then forced to ca l l  me on a normal  ca l l .   But  you could 

hear f rom how he speaks that  he was not  comfor table  

ta lk ing more in  a normal  ca l l .   The reason why I  am 

expla in ing th is  is  that  I  d id  no t  record a l l  the  other  

conversat ions tha t  we had wi th the Min ister  because we use 10 

WhatsApp cal ls .   And i f  ever ,  accord ing to my own 

knowledge,  i f  ever  I  have to record someone and I  use 

another  device,  I  wi l l  be embarking  on ent rapment .   And i f  I  

have to embark on ent rapment ,  I  have to fo l low cer ta in  

laws.    

 And then i f  I  am an in i t ia tor  of  the cal l ,  I  have to 

in form the other  person that  the  cal l  might  be recorded 

because I  am an in i t ia to r  of  the ca l l .   But  i f  I  am a receiver  

of  the cal l ,  I  do not  have to in fo rm the other  person what  

systems I  have in  my posi t ion.   So when the Min is ter ,  th is  20 

cal l  was not  in i t ia ted by mysel f .   I t  was in i t ia ted  by the  

Min ister .   Unfor tunate ly,  the  Truecal le r  app is  set  on defaul t  

on my phone.   So therefore,  i t  au tomat ica l ly  recorded the  

Min ister .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.    
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WITNESS E :    Thank you,  Chai r .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you fo r  that  explanat ion,  Wi tness 

E.   Now could  you perhaps do us a favour?  The 

conversat ion sounds l ike i t  is  in  Zulu.   I t  is  in  the 

vernacular .   We have conducted these hear ings,  a t  least  

your  test imony in  Engl ish.   Are you able to  br ie f ly  

summarise what  you said in  Engl ish and what  the Min ister  

sa id fo r  the record?  Thank you.    

WITNESS E :    Chair  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Wi tness E,  just  wai t  a  second.    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   Perhaps before that ,  who is  the f i rs t  

person speaking on the record ing or  in  the record ing?  Just  

perhaps,  p lease replay.    

ADV SELLO SC :    We wi l l  rep lay i t ,  Chai r .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Wi tness E,  p lease,  we are going to  replay  

the c l ip .   P lease l is ten to i t  and then take some quest ions 

f rom the Commissioners.   Thank you.   We wi l l  t ry  and s low 

i t  down a b i t  as wel l .  

[CALL RECORDING PLAYED BACK IN VERNACULAR]  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    P lease pause.   P lease pause.   Who is  

that  Wi tness E?   

WITNESS E :    That  is  Wi tness E,  Chai r .   That  is  mysel f .    

CHAIRPERSON :    And what  are you saying there?  Perhaps 

cont inue to …[ intervenes] .  
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WITNESS E :    I  in tend…  

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  no,  no.   Cont inue to the end of  what  

Wi tness E is  saying,  and then Wi tness E  should p lease te l l  

us what  he is  saying.    

ADV SELLO SC :    We shal l  do so,  Chai r .   We are going to 

t ry  and we wi l l  run the par t  that  Wi tness E says he is  the  

speaker.    

[CALL RECORDING PLAYED BACK IN VERNACULAR]  

CHAIRPERSON :    Perhaps before the ment ion 

…[vernacular ] ,  be fore that ,  p lease t ranslate  what  you have 10 

said up to th is  point ,  Wi tness E.    

WITNESS E :    A f ter  I  saw the Min ister  ca l l ing me on a  

normal  ca l l ,  I  just  took the cal l .   I  d id  not  say hel lo  because 

we have been engaging the whole day d iscussing the  

statement .   So I  just  took the ca l l  and I  p retended to be  

wr i t ing a statement .   In  fact ,  I  was ly ing to the  Min ister  

saying I  am wr i t ing a statement  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  no,  no.   No,  no.   Just  te l l  us.   Sor ry.   

Wi tness E,  p lease te l l  us what  you are saying.   Do not  g ive 

us any background.   Just  te l l  us what  you are saying.    20 

WITNESS E :    I  sa id I  was t ry ing to  wr i te  a statement .    

CHAIRPERSON :    That  i s  very shor t .  

ADV SELLO SC :    I  wi l l  just  suggest  that  we are going to  

replay that  par t  and t ry  and stop  before he gets  to  the 

second par t .    
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CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.   Thank you.   Thank you.    

ADV SELLO SC :    We wi l l  rep lay  the f i rs t  par t .   P lease 

l is ten carefu l ly ,  Wi tness E,  and t ranslate fo r  us.   Thank you.   

[CALL RECORDING PLAYED BACK IN VERNACULAR]  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay,  p lease t ranslate that  por t ion.    

WITNESS E :    I  was t ry ing,  I  was about  to ,  I  was t ry ing to 

wr i te  a statement ,  but  I  am not  in  the house.   I  am in the  

f la t .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   We go to the next  par t .  

[CALL RECORDING PLAYED BACK IN VERNACULAR]  10 

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay,  can you t ranslate that  b i t  fo r  us?   

WITNESS E :    I  wrote f ive th ings,  one,  two,  three,  four ,  f ive.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you.    

[CALL RECORDING PLAYED BACK IN VERNACULAR]  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay,  before the other  vo ice comes in ,  

can you t ranslate the last  b i t?    

WITNESS E :    I  s ta r ted wr i t ing my name,  surname,  and I  

s ta r ted wr i t ing the preamble of  the  statement .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay,  then I  th ink now we get  to  the par t  

where the other  vo ice comes in .    20 

[CALL RECORDING PLAYED BACK IN VERNACULAR]  

ADV SELLO SC :    Now,  can you t ranslate what  i s  sa id by 

the other  vo ice?   

WITNESS E :    The other  person is  the  Min ister  

…[intervenes] .  



    26 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 46 

Page 188  o f  201  

 

 

CHAIRPERSON :    Please …[ intervenes] .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Wai t .  

CHAIRPERSON :    P lease ident i fy  the other  vo ice and then 

t ranslate.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .  

WITNESS E :    The other  person who is  responding is  

Minister  Mchunu,  he says …[vernacular ]  i t  means wai t ,  wai t ,  

wai t ,  wai t ,  have you f in ished wr i t ing?  He says 

…[vernacular ]  wai t ,  wai t ,  wai t ,  have you f in ished wr i t ing?   

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay,  we are going to p lay the next  10 

por t ion.    

[CALL RECORDING PLAYED BACK IN VERNACULAR]  

ADV SELLO SC :    Wi tness E,  can you ident i f y  f i rs t l y  who is  

ta lk ing and then you t ranslate for  us,  thank you.    

WITNESS E :    The second person who responded is  mysel f .   

I  sa id,  I  th ink I  f in ished wr i t ing or  draf t ing the statement ,  

but  I  th ink I  am not  yet  done.   I  just  wanted to conf i rm i t  

wi th  you so that  you can see,  so that  you know what  has 

been wr i t ten or  what  I  have wr i t ten  in  the statement .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay,  thank you.   We proceed.    20 

[CALL RECORDING PLAYED BACK IN VERNACULAR]  

ADV SELLO SC :    Can you t ranslate the last  b i t?    

WITNESS E :    The last  person is  Min ister ,  the second last  

person was Min ister  Mchunu.   he sa id,  no,  I  must  send i t  v ia  

WhatsApp to th is  man.   This man is  L indo Mthembu,  the one 
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who stays wi th h im in  the house and he was using h is 

number.   He said  just  WhatsApp i t ,  just  s tar t  the statement  

and f in ish and send i t  on WhatsApp to th is  man.   We must  

not  keep on ta lk ing.   And then I  sa id,  okay,  okay.   Then that  

was the end of  the cal l .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Does th is  record ing conta in the  content  

of  the ent i re  ca l l ,  Wi tness E?   

WITNESS E :    I t  conta ins the ent i re  ca l l .   In  fact ,  he d id not  

want  to  even par t ic ipate in  the cal l ,  but  i t  conta ins the 10 

ent i re  ca l l .    

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am asking because the way i t  s tar ts  i s  

rather  st range i f  that  is  the ent i re  ca l l .   I f  I  am not  mistaken,  

but  we can replay i t  i f  you say I  am mistaken,  i t  s tar ts  wi th  

you speaking and you say,  no,  I  am …[vernacular ] .   That  to  

me sounds a rather  st range way of  a ca l l .   Or rather ,  i t  is  a 

very st range star t  o f  a  ca l l  that  has not  been in i t ia ted by 

you.   No,  I  am …[vernacular ] ,  which you t ranslated as  you 

are wr i t ing.   And of  course,  you s tar t  wi th  a no.   No,  I  am 

…[vernacular ] .   No,  no to what?  No responding to what?   20 

WITNESS E :    I  do not  know,  Chai r ,  but  when we speak,  we 

speak to …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  a minute.   Just  a minute.   Can you 

just  p lay that  very f i rs t  par t?  I f  indeed i t  does say no,  I  am 

…[vernacular ] .    
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ADV SELLO SC :    Indeed,  Chai r .    

[CALL RECORDING PLAYED BACK IN VERNACULAR]  

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  sounds to me,  ja ,  you say exact ly  that .   

The only th ing I  d id  not  inc lude is  the b i t  that  says 

…[vernacular ] .   I t  sounds as i f  you are responding to  

something.   No,  I  am …[vernacular ] .   What  were you 

responding to …[ intervenes] .  

WITNESS E :    [ Ind ist inct ]  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  sorry,  sor ry ,  Wi tness E.   What  were 

you responding to ,  Wi tness E?   10 

WITNESS E :    I  th ink,  Chai r ,  I  was answer ing a ca l l .   I  th ink 

I  sa id sure.   I  th ink I  sa id sure,  not  no.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Sure,  or  sure ins tead of  no.  

WITNESS E :    I  th ink I  sa id sure ,  because the cal l  was 

coming f rom the Min ister .    

ADV SELLO SC :    We wi l l  t ry  again,  Chai r .    

WITNESS E :    I t  was coming f rom the Min ister .   I f  i t  was 

coming f rom a Min ister ,  I  was not  going to say sure .   I  was 

going to answer i t  in  a decent  manner.   But  s ince i t  was 

coming f rom th is  L indo Mthembu,  I  sa id sure …[vernacular ] .   20 

The reason why I  was saying …[vernacular ]  is  because I  

was ly ing.   There  is  noth ing I  was draf t ing.   So I  sa id sure.   

I  do not  th ink I  sa id no.   I  th ink I  sa id sure,  but  tha t  is  the 

record ing I  found in  my Truecal ler .   So there is  noth ing  

more I  can say about  i t .  
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CHAIRPERSON :    Maybe i t  i s  a  m ishear on my par t  then,  

but  le t  us just  p lay i t  one last  t ime.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  Chai r .  

[CALL RECORDING PLAYED BACK IN VERNACULAR]  

CHAIRPERSON :    Wel l ,  I  wi l l  leave i t .   But  to  my ear ,  i t  s t i l l  

sounds l i ke no,  Wi tness E.   And as I  sa id,  i f  indeed i t  is  a  

no,  i t  sounds to me as i f  you were  responding to something.   

You could not  jus t  say –  you are p ick ing up a ca l l  and you 

just  say no,  I  am …[vernacular ] .   I t  sounds as i f  you are 

responding to something.   I f  indeed in  the end we take the 10 

v iew that  i t  is  a  no,  would you accept  that  you would have 

been responding to something?  And that  o rd inar i l y ,  that  is  

not  how you would have spoken upon p ick ing up the cal l .    

WITNESS E :    Chai r ,  I  cannot  conf i rm that .   That  record ing  

is  what  I  found.   I  am not ,  as I  sa id,  I  am not  the one who 

recorded the record ing.   The phone,  the app i t se l f  is  the 

one that  recorded the phone.   So I  have got  no answer on 

that  quest ion.    

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Thank you,  Wi tness E.   

I  th ink you had conf i rmed that  that  is  the tota l i ty  of  the 20 

conversat ion as we heard.   Is  that  cor rect?   

WITNESS E :    Yes,  cor rect ,  Chai r .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   That  would then take us to your  

paragraph 45,  s t i l l  on page 18.  

WITNESS E :     



    26 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 46 

Page 192  o f  201  

 

 

“On the same day,  I  received a WhatsApp 

cal l  f rom a cel l  phone number of  L indo 

Mthembu,  but  i t  was a WhatsApp ca l l  now 

th is  one.   At  th is  t ime,  i t  was L indo 

Mthembu who spoke to me.   I t  was no 

longer the Min ister .   I t  was L indo 

Mthembu who said to  me that  the 

Min ister  had ind icated that  I  should not  

send a statement  anymore because I  

missed the deadl ine of  12 o 'c lock.   Af ter  10 

th is  ca l l ,  I  then contacted the IO and I  

in formed h im of  the phone cal ls  and he 

advised me to depose a statement  in  that  

regard.   This I  du ly d id.   I  wish to state 

that  I  have never  deposed any sta tement  

on behal f  o f  Min ister  Mchunu and I  have 

never g iven h im any statements  that  I  

have made to the  PKTT,  e i ther  in  respect  

of  the mat ter  of  S indiso Magaqa or  any 

other ,  or  any statement  I  deposed in  20 

respect  of  the Madlanga Commission. ”  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Wi tness E.   That  br ings us to 

the end of  your  statement ,  your  wr i t ten statement ,  as  you 

have tendered to  the Commission.   Is  there anyth ing e lse 

you would l i ke to  br ing to the Commissioner 's  at tent ion  
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before I  declare your test imony complete?   

WITNESS E :    No,  there is  noth ing,  Chai r .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Okay.   Commissioner Baloyi  has got  

some quest ions for  you then.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   Wi tness E,  your  f i rs t  encounter  in  

your  statement ,  the f i rs t  encounter  is  wi th  the Min ister ,  is  

the 7 t h  o f  December 2024,  and you say that  in  paragraph 5  

of  your  statement .   Now,  and then we know,  and you 

ment ioned th is  in  paragraph 25,  that  General  Mkhwanazi  

held that  press br ie f ing on the  6 t h  o f  Ju ly,  and then 10 

subsequent ly  the Min ister  was p laced on leave.    

 Now,  between the  December 2024 engagement  wi th  

the Min ister  up  to the date of  h is  suspension,  you,  as I  

understand you,  you had g iven h im the names of  your  

super iors,  the of f i cers that  you say you had in formed about  

the p lot  to  assass inate Mr Magaqa.   Am I  correct?   

WITNESS E :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   And do you,  and these of f icers,  I  

know in your s tatement  somewhere you say the one 

super ior  res igned when an invest igat ion was inst i tu ted.   Am 20 

I  cor rect  in  that  recol lect ion of  your  ev idence?   

WITNESS E :    That  is  correct ,  Chai r .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   The other  of f icers,  do you know i f  

they are st i l l  w i th in the employ of  the SAPS?   

WITNESS E :    A l l  I  know,  Chai r ,  i s  that  two have resigned,  
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but  i t  is  not  that  they resigned.   They took ear ly  pension.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.    

WITNESS E :    They were qual i f y ing fo r  ear ly  pension two 

colonels.   I t  is  a  l ieutenant  co lonel  and a co lonel .   A l l  I  do  

not  know,  I  th ink the br igadier  i s  s t i l l  work ing a t  Cr ime 

Inte l l igence.   The capta in is  s t i l l  in  Cr ime Inte l l igence.   I  do 

not  know.   I  do not  know the rest .   But  yes,  I  th ink two have 

taken ear ly  pension,  but  two are st i l l  serv ing.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    And the two tha t  took ear ly  pension and 

the two that  a re s t i l l  serv ing,  do you know i f  any steps were 10 

taken against  them, be i t  an  invest igat ion,  a compla int ,  

which is  invest iga ted by IPID?  Do you know i f  there  is  any 

act ion that  was taken?   

WITNESS E :    In  2021,  I  reported the mat ter  to  the Of f ice of  

Inspector -General  in  May 2021.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.    

WITNESS E :    And at  the same t ime,  I  a lso repor ted the  

mat ter  of  Magaqa to the JCI ,  the JCI  of  the previous 

administ rat ion.   I  know that  invest igat ions were done and 

the reports were  made,  but  I  do not  know.   Okay,  I  know 20 

that  the reports were made,  the invest igat ion was 

concluded.   But  when i t  comes to  the steps taken,  whether  

departmenta l l y  o r  cr iminal ly ,  I  do not  know,  Chai r .   I  cannot  

conf i rm that ,  but  I  th ink the senior  management  wi l l  conf i rm 

about  those steps,  i f  there are any steps taken.   But  in  my 
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knowledge,  I  do not  know any.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   And coming real ly  to  my quest ion,  

do you know i f  the Min ister  d id anyth ing about  th is  

in format ion that  you gave h im,  that  he took any steps to  get  

them invest igated,  to  report  to  the  Inspector  General  o r  to  

the JCI?  Do you know i f  he took any steps at  a l l  a f ter  you 

gave h im a l l  th is  in fo rmat ion?   

WITNESS E :    When I  gave them that  in fo rmat ion,  i t  is  l i ke 

the Min ister  a l ready had in format ion when I  gave h im that  

in format ion af ter  the cal l  o f  the 7 t h .   But  what  I  know now,  10 

but  at  the t ime I  d id not  know,  but  what  I  know now is  that  

in  September 2024,  the specia l  advisor  to  the Min ister ,  

Advocate Vusi  P iko l i ,  he requested the Inspector  General  to  

g ive h im the  report  for  the invest igat ion that  s tar ted  in  2021 

by the Inspector  General  o f  In te l l igence.   He requested that  

report .    

 Then the invest igators in  the Inspector  General ,  

they went  to  Advocate P iko l i  and they gave h im the report  

and they br ie fed  h im.   So I  do bel ieve that  the Min ister  

knew about  th is  s tar t ing f rom September 2024.   I  th ink  that  20 

was two months or  th ree months af ter  h is  appointment .   So 

what  steps he took af te r  that ,  I  do not  know.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight .   Thank you,  Wi tness E.   And 

then,  Ms Sel lo ,  th is  next  one,  I  th ink i t  is  probably more fo r  

you.    
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ADV SELLO SC :    Yes,  Commissioner?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    The cal l  logs that  you have g iven us at  

WE5,  that  i s  a l l  that  we have and the statement  is  a repeat  

wi th  references to  te lephone cal l s .    

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I t  is  a lso replete wi th references to 

WhatsApp exchanges.   And you know i t  has been a  mat ter  

of  cont roversy in  th is  Commission wi th other  wi tnesses wi th 

the existence of  th is  k ind of  in fo rmat ion.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Yes.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Is  there a reason that  we have only  

WE5?   

ADV SELLO SC :    There is  a reason,  but  I  th ink i t  is  best  

coming f rom Witness E.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Wi tness E,  Commissioner Baloyi  notes 

that  the only ca l l  logs you have provided are for  the two 

days in  December 2025,  your  Annexure WE5.   Do you 

conf i rm that?   

WITNESS E :    Yes,  I  conf i rm,  Chai r ,  and I  can expla in that .  20 

ADV SELLO SC :    And that  your  statement  references other  

ca l l s  going as far  back,  I  guess as  December 2024,  as wel l  

as WhatsApp communicat ion you say you had wi th  var ious 

people.   You reference a l l  th is  in  your  statement .   Do you 

conf i rm that?   
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WITNESS E :    I  conf i rm that ,  Chai r .  

ADV SELLO SC :    The quest ion then to you is ,  why is  i t  that  

the Commission is  furn ished only wi th the cal l  log for  the 

per iod 10 to 11 December 2025 and not  in  respect  o f  a l l  the  

other  communica t ions you received and/or  the WhatsApp 

messages that  you say were exchanged?  Could you p lease 

expla in to  the Commission?   

WITNESS E :    F i rs t ly ,  i t  is  that  the cur rent  condi t ion that  I  

am work ing under,  i t  requi res me to keep on changing 

gadgets.   That  is  the f i rs t  one.   But  the second one is  that  10 

s ince I  have been work ing undercover fo r  14 years ,  i t  is  a  

habi t  that  I  do not  keep in format ion long in  my phone.   I  

make sure that  I  remove i t .   But  on th is  one,  even th is  one,  

I  was going to remove i t .   I  can assure you that  even now I  

s t i l l  have i t .    

 I t  is  the IO tha t  to ld  me af ter  the f i rs t  ca l l  in  

December that ,  look,  because you have got  a habi t  o f  

removing th ings in  your  phone.   So,  look,  i f  that  ca l l  that  

you have received f rom a Min ister ,  do not  delete i t .   So that  

is  how I  kept  that  ca l l  log.   Otherwise,  even that  ca l l  log,  in  20 

fact ,  I  was going to delete i t  someday.    

 I  do  not  keep th ings in  my phone because I  used to  

operate undercover,  l ive wi th c r im inals in  such a way that  

they suspect  that  there is  a r io t  amongst  us.   They would  

say,  br ing your phone and then they would f ind the i r  photo  
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in  my phone,  they wi l l  f ind messages sending them to my 

commanders,  f ind  cal l  logs,  and then I  can be assassinated 

immediate ly.   So i t  is  a  habi t .   I t  is  a  l i fe  that  I  have been 

l iv ing because to  work undercover ,  i t  is  not  that  easy that  

you can just  keep everyth ing in  your  phone.   But  once you 

get  ev idence,  you send i t  somewhere.   Af te r  sending i t  

somewhere,  you can remove i t  f rom your phone.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you,  Wi tness E.   Thank you,  Ms 

Sel lo .   

ADV SELLO SC :    Whi le  on that ,  Wi tness E,  can I  conf i rm 10 

wi th you whether  should the Commission seek f rom serv ice  

providers records in  respect  of  a l l  these te lephone numbers 

you provided tha t  you say you engaged wi th?  Do you 

conf i rm that  those records wi l l  conf i rm what  you have set  

out  in  your  statement?   

WITNESS E :    They wi l l  get  everyth ing 100%, Chai r .  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Wi tness E.   Commissioner  

Khumalo?  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes,  Wi tness E,  just  two fo l low -up 

quest ions.   I f  you go to page 10 of  your  statement ,  are you 20 

there?   

WITNESS E :    Yes,  I  am there,  Cha i r .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I f  you look at  paragraph 28,  th is  

statement  that  you are present ing to the Commission is  

dated January 2026.   How were you able to  recal l  that  that  
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phone cal l  was received at  22:00 hours?  I  mean,  i f  you do 

not  have a record of  these te lephone cal l s ,  how were you 

able to  recal l  that  i t  was f rom that  076 number and i t  was at  

22:00 hours?   

WITNESS E :    I  took note,  Chai r .   I  have a notebook.   Then 

I  took notes.   I  s tar ted.   In  fact ,  a f ter  the press br ie f ing,  I  

s ta r ted because I  am a person –  the IO advised me that  

because you are a person who a lways removes th ings f rom 

your gadgets,  each and everyth ing that  you th ink i t  might  be  

helpfu l  in  the future,  just  take notes.   So I  took note  of  that .   10 

That  is  why I  can remember.   And the serv ice provider  can 

prove that  ca l l ,  that  indeed,  i t  is  there.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Okay,  so you have something  akin to  

a d iary or  a notebook?   

WITNESS E :    Yes,  I  do.   I  have got  a lo t .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Okay.   And then my last  quest ion is ,  

a f ter  the 12 December or  11 December 2025,  we are now,  I  

th ink i t  is  the 26 t h  o f  January 2026.   Have you received any 

fur ther  ca l ls  f rom Lindo or  the Min is ter?   

WITNESS E :    No,  Chai r ,  that  ca l l  that  I  received f rom Lindo 20 

at  3  o 'c lock on the 11 t h  o f  December 2025,  that  was the last  

ca l l  f rom Lindo.   That  was the last  ca l l  f rom the Min ister .   I  

have never received any message,  any cal l ,  any 

communicat ion f rom the Min ister  up to date.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.  
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ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   That  wi l l  be the 

test imony of  Wi tness E.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you very much,  Wi tness E.    

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS  

CHAIRPERSON :    Shal l  we be ready at  09:30 tomorrow?   

ADV SELLO SC :    We are scheduled to proceed tomorrow at  

09:30 wi th the next  wi tness.   Thank you,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us  adjourn and resume at  that  t ime 

then.   Thank you.  

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .  10 

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

 

 

 

 


