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PROCEEDINGS HELD ON 26 JANUARY 2026   

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning,  Ms Hassim.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Good morning,  Chai r .   Good morning,  

Commissioners.   The wi tness fo r  today is  L t -Gen Senona.    

CHAIRPERSON :    May I  p lease be g iven,  p lease,  p lease 

p lace the appearances on record.   I  th ink i t  must  be taken 

as done a l ready in  respect  of  Ms Hassim.   Who e lse is  

appear ing?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    May I ,  on my s ide,  acknowledge Mr 

Sekekane,  who is  my learned f r iend.   Thanks.  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes,  yes.   You are a jun ior  fo r  today 

who is  appear ing for  the f i rs t  t ime.   Thank you and 

welcome.   For  purposes of  the mic,  or  even there  –  actual ly ,  

there is  a mic there.   Yes.    

MS MAFISA :    Yes.   Thank you,  Commissioners.   My name 

is  Palesa Maf isa ,  and I  make an appearance wi th  

…[INTERVENES].  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  what?  

MS MAFISA :    Palesa Maf isa.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Maf isa?  20 

MS MAFISA :    Yes.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

MS MAFISA :    And I  make an appearance Rudolph  Baloy i ,  

my inst ruct ing at torney,  and Dumi Mushwana.   Thank you.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you very much.   Thanks ,  Ms 
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Maf isa.   Yes,  Ms Hassim?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Okay.   Our wi tness 

for  today is  L t -Gen Senona.   He is  in  at tendance,  but  I  

be l ieve that  h is  counsel  wishes to address the Commission 

before we begin.   May I  ask  that  she be granted 

permission?   

MS MAFISA :    I  would l ike to ,  p lease.   Yes.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Maf isa.  

MS MAFISA :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   Commissioners,  

f i rs t ly ,  we would l ike to  state that  the court  order  that  was 10 

handed down,  not  the court  o rder ,  but  the commission 's 

order  that  was handed down on the 26 t h  o f  November last  

year  stated that  we ought  to  appear on the 27 t h  o f  January.   

I t  seems as i f  the  Commission might  requi re more t ime wi th  

Maj -Gen Senona.   However,  we were only in formed today 

that  more t ime would be requi red wi th Maj -Gen Senona.    

 On Sunday,  in  passing,  i t  was ment ioned by the 

Commissioners '  a t torneys that  Maj -Gen Senona would need 

to be here on the 27 t h  and on the 28 t h .   However ,  on the  

26 t h ,  I  must  ment ion that  I  am led in  th is  mat ter .   So on the  20 

26 t h  o f  November ,  the last  appearance,  my senior  and one 

of  the evidence leaders decided that  i t  would be best  i f  we 

hold today 's hear ing on the 27 t h  o f  January ,  but  that  was the  

only date that  was agreed upon.   We d id not  agree upon the  

28 t h  o f  January.  
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 Unfor tunate ly,  Maj -Gen Senona has only made 

ar rangements wi th h is  employer  to  be here for  the  27 t h  o f  

January.   I f  he is  to  cont inue,  or  rather ,  i f  h is  test imony is  

to  cont inue for  the 28 t h  o f  January,  he would requi re  specia l  

leave.   I  am not  sure i f  he  would be able to  do so on such 

short  not ice.   He a lso needs to t ravel  back af te r  g iv ing h is 

test imony.   So there  are  many th ings at  p lay here,  

Commissioners,  and I  do not  see how Maj -Gen Senona wi l l  

be able to  cont inue wi th h is  test imony on the 28 t h .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Hassim?    10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sor ry,  Chai r ,  may I  respond to the 

request  just  to  say two th ings?  The ru l ing  of  th is  

Commission in  November was fo r  the Maj -Gen to appear on  

the 27 t h  o f  January.   Sect ion 6 (1)  of  the Commission 's Act  

makes i t  a  requi rement  that  a wi tness that  i s  summoned to  

appear at tends on the date of  appearance and remains in  

at tendance unt i l  excused by the Chai rperson.   There is  no 

requi rement  to  a ler t  a  wi tness as to how long he or  she may 

be on the stand.   In  fact ,  the Commission 's Act  makes i t  an  

of fence to not  remain in  at tendance wi thout  suf f ic ient  20 

cause.    

 The reasons that  I  hear  my learned f r iend of fe r ing  

for  not  being able  to  be in  at tendance tomorrow,  in  my v iew,  

and I  submit ,  do not  count  as suf f ic ient  cause.   One of  the  

Maj -Gen's dut ies is  to  test i fy  before th is  Commission.   That  
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is  what  he is  here to do,  and to do so fu l ly  and f rankly,  and 

to do so in  order  to  assist  the work of  the Commission.   And 

so I  oppose the request  that  the Maj -Gen is  excused af ter  

one day.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Ms Hassim.   Do you wish to 

respond to that ,  Ms Maf isa?   

MS MAFISA :    Yes,  I  do,  Commissioners.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes?  

MS MAFISA :    Commissioners,  I  do  th ink i t  i s  only fa i r  f rom 

the Commission 's s ide.   I  do understand the subpoena 10 

states that  the Maj -Gen is  expected to be present  to  g ive  

h is test imony f rom the 27 t h  unt i l  the test imony is  complete,  

but  I  do th ink i t  is  only fa i r  that  the Commission actual ly  

g ive some sor t  o f  an ind icat ion as to how many days the 

test imony,  they fo resee the test imony tak ing.    

 Maj -Gen Senona was present  on the 26 t h  o f  

November.   He is  present  today,  so he has met  the 

subpoena.   He sat is f ied the subpoena.   His presence is  

here.   I  do  not  see the r i sk or  the danger to  merely cut  h is  

test imony in to two par ts.   We have seen wi th many other  20 

wi tnesses where the test imony is  cut  in to two par ts,  and we 

can conf i rm that  Maj -Gen Senona is  more than wi l l ing to  

come back to the Commission  to cont inue w i th h is  

test imony.    

 I  do th ink the  aspect  of  h im receiv ing an extension  
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o f  h is  leave should a lso be considered by the 

Commissioners,  because i f  he were to cont inue on the 28 t h  

o f  January,  we would be p lac ing Maj -Gen Senona in  a 

posi t ion of  being dere l i c t  o f  h is  dut ies.  

CHAIRPERSON :    What  is  crucia l  in  what  you said,  Ms 

Maf isa,  i s  that  you are aware that  the General  is  supposed 

to be here today and beyond fo r  as  long as he is  requi red to 

be here to cont inue wi th h is  test imony.   That  is  very 

important .   The General  is  obviously a lso aware of  that .   I t  

was h is choice to make leave ar rangements  just  for  one 10 

day.   He could,  and I  have not  heard you suggest  otherwise,  

he could have made those ar rangements to  go  beyond 

today.    

 Why he chose to  do i t  d i f ferent ly ,  I  have no idea,  

and you have not  expla ined to  us why that  is  so.   I  wi l l  not  

be doing a back and for th.   I  am now at  the stage where we 

as th is  Commission must  make a  ru l ing,  and our  ru l ing is  

going to be in  accordance wi th what  the Commission 's Act  

provides and a lso in  accordance wi th our  d i rect ion  for  the 

General 's  appearance,  and he is  requi red to be here unt i l  20 

h is  test imony has been completed.   What  he does wi th h is  

leave ar rangements is  h is  business,  and he wi l l  have to 

at tend to that .   So the ru l ing is ,  General ,  you are requi red 

to be here today and tomorrow,  and i f  tomorrow for  

whatever  reason we reach a point  a t  which we must 
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cont inue beyond tomorrow,  you are requi red to be here 

beyond tomorrow as wel l .   Do you understand that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Good morning,  Commissioners.   I  do 

understand.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning.   I  was st i l l  go ing to greet  

you proper ly ,  and I  normal ly  g reet  wi tnesses just  before I  

administer  the oath.   Things star ted d i f ferent ly  today,  so I  

apologise fo r  that .   Good morning to you too.   Thank you.   

You do understand,  you say?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do understand,  Commissioner .    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you very  much,  General .   Thank 

you,  Ms Maf isa.    

MS MAFISA :    Thank you,  Commissioners.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   I f  we could then 

proceed to administer  the oath ?   

CHAIRPERSON :    General ,  wi l l  you be swear ing or  

af f i rming?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  wi l l  be swear ing,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Do you swear that  the evidence you are 20 

going to g ive is  the t ruth,  the who le t ruth,  noth ing but  the 

t ruth?  I f  so,  p lease ra ise your r igh t  hand and say,  so help  

me God.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    So help me God.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  General .  
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LESETJA SENONA:   (duly sworn states)  

EXAMINATION BY ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   

Thank you,  Maj -Gen.   You have provided a statement  to  the  

Commission,  together  wi th annexures to suppor t  your  

statement .   Can I  just  conf i rm that  in  Fi le  1,  that  you have 

Fi le  1  in  f ront  of  you that  is  marked statement?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can you turn to  the last  page of  the 

statement ,  in  fac t ,  page 33 to be  precise?  Is  that  your  

s ignature?   10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You conf i rm that  the contents  of  the 

statement  are t rue and correct?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    F i le  2  is  the annexures that  you have 

provided,  i s  that  cor rect?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And can I  just  conf i rm that  you have a 

cer ta in addi t ional  f i les in  f ront  of  you?  There should be 

three exhib i t  f i les .   Do you have th ree exhib i t  f i les?   20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do have th ree exhib i t  f i les that  I  just  

received,  Commissioners.   Thank you.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   Chai r ,  I  propose that  I  a l low 

Maj -Gen Senona  to provide h is vers ion as he has,  you 

know,  h is  o ra l  vers ion based on h is  wr i t ten  statement  in  fu l l  



    27 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 47 
 

Page 8  o f  196  

 

 

wi th  min imal  in ter rupt ion f rom me.   Of  course,  there  wi l l  be 

quest ions for  c la r i f icat ion and so  on as you provide your  

vers ion f rom mysel f  and f rom the Commissioners.   But  Maj -

Gen,  I  would l ike to  g ive you an opportuni ty  to  g ive us your  

fu l l  vers ion before quest ion ing begins.   Thank you.   You 

may begin wi th your statement .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you very  much, 

Commissioners.   My statement  on the f i rs t  page,  i t  wi l l  ta lk  

to  the contents  of  my statement .   There wi l l  be an 

in t roduct ion.   The second one,  i t  wi l l  be mat ters  to  be 10 

addressed.   The th i rd one,  qual i f icat ions and serv ice  

h istory.   Funct ions of  the DPCI  is  an abbreviat ion in  fu l l  i s  

Di rectorate fo r  Pr ior i t y  Cr ime Invest igat ions.   Role as a 

Provincia l  Head,  as wel l  as successes that  we dec ided to  

depict  for  the purpose of  th is  Commission.    

 You wi l l  see number seven is  the ro le as the  

Provincia l  Head of  DPCI  KZN,  as wel l  as those successes.   

The subpoena,  p re l iminary submissions .   Quest ion one,  on 

the subpoena in f i l t ra t ion .   Quest ion  two,  nature of  

re lat ionship wi th Mr Mat la la.   Quest ion three,  forwarding of  20 

d isbarment  le t te r .   Quest ion four ,  business re lat ionship wi th  

Mr Mat la la.   Quest ion f ive,  Medicare tender /cont ract .   

Quest ion s ix ,  message of  6  March 2025  (Lt -Gen 

Mkhwanazi ) .   Quest ion  seven,  fo rward of  Esmael  Malude 

Ramos Nangy ’ s  a f f idavi t .   Quest ion e ight ,  24 Apr i l  2024,  
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screenshot  to  Mr  Mat la la .   Number n ine,  quest ion  n ine is  

contact  deta i ls  of  the fo rmer M in ister  Bheki  Ce le ,  and 

number 10 is  Port  Shepstone cocaine thef t .   The last  one,  i t  

wi l l  be the conclusion ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Maj -Gen.   I f  you could begin 

at  paragraph 6 of  your  statement?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you very  much, 

Commissioners :  

“ I  began my years wi th in the  South  

Af r ican Pol ice Serv ices on 18 March 10 

1988.   I  ho ld the fo l lowing qual i f icat ions.   

A cer t i f i cate in  cr iminal  just ice educat ion  

f rom the Univers i ty  of  V i rg in ia in  the 

Uni ted States of  Amer ica,  a cer t i f icate on 

FBI  nat ional  academic course of  

inst ruct ion,  a nat ional  d ip loma in pol i ce 

administ rat ion f rom Technicon SA,  a 

BTEC honours in  pol ic ing f rom Pretor ia  

Technicon,  a doctorate of  phi losophy in  

leadership honor is  causa f rom Tr in i t y  20 

Internat ional  B ib le Univers i ty ,  as wel l  as 

a doctorate in  theology honor is  causa 

f rom the Good Shepherd Col lege of  

Rel ig ion. ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Maj -Gen,  just  before you move on,  just  
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to  c la r i fy ,  the two doctorates,  a re  those –  you l i s t  them as 

qual i f icat ions,  are  those doctorates  for  which you defended,  

or  are those honorary doctorates  that  were conferred on 

you?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  have just  ind icated,  Commissioners,  

honor is  causa.   Thank you,  Commissioners.   Can I  p roceed?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  suppose not  everybody knows what  

honor is  causa is .   That  i s  why the quest ion,  General ,  would  

be helpfu l .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you very much,  Commissioner.   10 

I t  is  an honorary doctorate.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Honorary.   So i t  is  an honour that  was 

conferred,  not  a doctorate for  which  you studied.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Perhaps for  the future,  i f  you have them 

l is ted l ike th is  in  your  CV,  p lease do not  l is t  them under 

qual i f icat ions.   L is t  them separate ly.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  have taken note,  Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  thank you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :     20 

“My serv ice h isto ry in  the South Af r ican 

Pol ice Serv ices,  I  jo ined in  March 1988.   

I  was p laced in  the Wierdabrug  SAPS,  

where I  was a student ,  as a s tudent  

there.   And then in  the month of  June,  we 
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were deployed at  the col lege in  

Hammanskraal  unt i l  December,  where I  

a t tended my basic t ra in ing,  and I  

completed i t  in  December.   Af ter  

complet ion,  I  was p laced back at  SAPS 

Wierdabrug.   In  January 1999,  I  was 

p laced as a student  constable detect ive  

at  the same pol ice stat ion where  I  was 

responsib le fo r  invest igat ions of  cr ime.   

1990,  I  was promoted to the rank o f  la nce 10 

sergeant  af ter  I  wrote the necessary …”   

I t  is  ca l led examinat ions in  order  for  one to be p laced in  

that  rank.   So in  1992,  I  was promoted to the rank of  a  

detect ive sergeant  af ter  I  have completed my f i rs t  year  of  

s tudy at  the univers i ty ,  a t  the Technic on SA,  at  Technical  

SA.    

CHAIRPERSON :    What  is  the d i f ference between a  lance 

sergeant  and a sergeant?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The d i f ference,  Commissioner ,  is  that  

a  lance sergeant  is  a jun ior  to  the sergeant .   Even the rank 20 

ins ignia are d i f ferent .   The lance sergeant  has got  

chevrons,  and the  sergeant  has got  chevrons and a cas t le .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  thank you.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners .   In  1994,  

I  was promoted to the rank of  a  warrant  of f i cer .   My dut ies  
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f rom 1994 that  I  have per formed as a detect ive invest igator  

and team leader,  I  was p laced at  an area  of  Commissioner ’ s  

Of f ice by them in  Pretor ia .   My responsib i l i t ies was to t rack 

wanted suspects in  the region.  

 From 1998 to 2002,  I  was p laced a t  the Murder and 

Robbery Uni t .   At  that  t ime,  our  responsib i l i t ies there was 

the invest igat ions of  bank robber ies.   I  th ink  I  have omi t ted 

something here,  chain store robber ies,  as wel l  as murders  

that  were commit ted wi th a f i rearm,  where at  the t ime of  

report ing,  the perpet rators of  those cr imes were unknown.  10 

 In  2002,  I  was promoted to the rank of  a  capta in  

and I  was p laced a lso at  the area  of  Commissioner ’s Of f ice  

as a task team coord inator .   I  coord inated the task team for  

housebreaking and thef t ,  thef t  o f  computers and wanted 

suspects.   There were three task teams that  we 

coord inated.  

 From 2003 to 2007,  I  was the head of  Detect ives.   

But  I  want  to  say 2003 to 2005,  I  was at  the  V i l l ier ia  

Detect ive Serv ices,  SAPS Vi l l ie r ia  here in  Pretor ia .   And 

then f rom 2005 unt i l  2007,  I  was the head of  Detect ives at  20 

the S i lver ton Pol ice Stat ion.  

 2007 to 2009,  I  was appointed as the programme 

manager at  the  rank of  a  senior  specia l  invest igator  

Gauteng Region,  Di rectorate o f  Specia l  Operat ions,  

commonly known as the Scorp io n.   In  2010 to 2012,  I  was 
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appointed as a  co lonel ,  as the un i t  commander of  Ser ious 

Organised Cr ime Invest igat ions  in  Pretor ia ,  respons ib le fo r  

invest igat ions of  that  nature in  that  region.    

 2012 to 2014,  I  th ink around February,  I  was 

appointed as the  Act ing Provincia l  Commander.   The rank 

requi red a br igadier ,  but  I  was a  co lonel ,  Ser ious Organised 

Cr ime in  DPCI  Gauteng,  because the incumbent  at  that  t ime 

was deployed e lsewhere to assist  wi th  the manager ia l  

responsib i l i t ies.    

 In  2014 to 2017,  I  was sent  back to my uni t  in  10 

Pretor ia  Ser ious Organised Cr ime ,  which fa l l s  under  the 

DPCI,  even the one I  was act ing fa l ls  under the DPCI.   In  

2018 unt i l  2020,  I  was appointed or  p laced as a  sect ion 

head,  Pr ior i t y  Cr ime Invest igat ions ,  Organised Cr ime at  

head of f i ce at  the level  o f  a  br igadier .   I  beg your pardon,  

Commissioners,  I  jumped th is  one.    

 2017 to 2018,  I  got  p romoted.   I  was appointed as a  

br igadier ,  Provincia l  Head ,  SAPS,  Organised Cr ime  

Invest igat ion Detect ive Serv ices in  the Mpumalanga 

province.   And then in  2018 to 2020,  that  is  where I  was 20 

t ransfer red  by the management  to  head of f i ce as a  sect ion  

head,  Pr ior i t y  Cr ime Invest igat ions ,  where I  was responsib le 

to  re invent  the OCTA process or  the Organised Cr ime  

Threats Analys is.   And I  was responsib le to  a lso re invent  

the POCS, Provincia l  Organised Cr ime Secretar ia t ,  as  wel l  
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as the NOCS, Nat ional  Organised Cr ime Secretar ia t ,  where  

we were deal ing wi th the Covid  operat ions.  

 So the Cr ime Inte l l igence  wi l l  p resent  some threats.   

And then when they present  these threats,  we wi l l  evaluate  

and then present  before the Nat ional  Organised Cr ime 

Secretar ia t  for  approval ,  moni to r ing,  extensions,  as  wel l  as  

terminat ions of  those pro jects.   I  was t ravel l ing a l l  over  the 

count ry,  re invent ing th is  because a f ter  the establ ishment  of  

the DPCI,  these responsib i l i t ies went  to  DPCI.   But  now 

later ,  the management  decided to open up again the 10 

Organised Cr ime and Commercia l  Cr ime wi th in the greater  

serv ice,  SAPS.    

 And in  2020,  Commissioners,  I  was appointed to  

the rank of  a  Maj -Gen at  the DPCI  KwaZulu -Nata l .   I  have 

at tached my fu l l  CV as Annexure S1 on my bundle of  

annexures.   Commissioners  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    And that  is  the posi t ion you st i l l  ho ld?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    That  is  the posi t ion I  am st i l l  ho ld ing,  

Commissioners.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Just  c la r i fy  for  me in  te rms of  the  20 

h ie rarchy,  i f  you are a Provincia l  Head  of  DPCI ,  who do you 

report  to?  Who is  your  immediate superv isor?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   In  terms 

of  the provis ion of  Chapter  6 (a)  sect ion 17 of  the Pol ice 

Act ,  the Provinc ia l  Head  of  the  Di rectorate fo r  Pr io r i ty  



    27 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 47 
 

Page 15  o f  196  

 

 

Cr ime Invest igat ions reports d i rect ly  to  the Nat ional  Head of  

the DPCI.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So you do not  report  to  the Nat ional  

Commissioner  of  Pol ice  or  Prov incia l  Commission er  of  

Pol ice?  There is  s imply not  that  l ine of  report ing?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The l ine of  report ing is  d i rected by 

the Act .   I  wi l l  repor t  to  the Nat ional  Head,  and the Nat ional  

Head is  accountable to  the  Min ister .   I t  is  there in  sect ion 

17(c) (a)  of  the Pol ice Act ,  the Chapter  6 that  was inser ted  

in  the establ ishment  of  the Di rectorate.   Thank you,  10 

Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So to be c lear ,  you do not  report  to  the 

Nat ional  Commiss ioner?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And the Nat ional  Commissioner  has no 

jur isd ict ion over  any aspect  of  your  employment?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  report  to  the Nat ional  Head of  the 

Di rectorate.   I  have got  no deal ings wi th the Nat ional  

Commissioner.   I f  the Nat ional  Commissioner maybe needed 

something f rom me,  he wi l l  go v ia maybe the  Min ister  o r  the  20 

Nat ional  Head and the Nat ional  Head  wi l l  inst ruct  me to do 

whatever I  needed to do,  and I  w i l l  repor t  d i rect ly  to  th is  

s ide.   I  wi l l  repor t  to  the Nat ional  Head who wi l l  in  tu rn ta lk  

to  the Nat ional  Commissioner.   I  do not  wr i te  to  them.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   Thank you.    
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners :  

“The DPCI was establ ished on the  20 t h  o f  

February 2009 in  terms of  sect ion  

17(c) (1)  of  the SAPS Act  68 of  1995,  

ca l led SAPS Act .   The Di rectorate is  

compr ised of  the Nat ional  Head,  

appointed by the Min ister  of  Po l ice in  

concur rence wi th  Cabinet ,  the Deputy  

Nat ional  Head,  the Provincia l  Heads and 

of f icers appointed to the Di rectorate 10 

based on the  requi red level  o f  

exper ience,  t ra in ing,  sk i l l s ,  competencies 

and knowledge.   The DPCI is  

independent  operat ional ly  f rom the South 

Af r ican Pol ice Serv ices …”  

I  omi t ted to put  operat ional ly  there :  

“…because we st i l l  get  our  sa lar ies and 

salary advices th rough them, the mother 

body. ”  

But  in  terms of  the …[indist inct ]  case,  we were supposed to 20 

be fu l ly  independent ,  but  we are not .   We are st i l l  go ing  

there,  but  operat ional ly  we are independent :  

“The DPCI is  independent  operat ional ly 

f rom the SAPS,  and i t  is  tasked to 

prevent ,  combat  and invest igate and the 
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invest igat ion of  nat ional  p r io r i ty  of fences .   

Sect ion 17 (a)  of  the SAPS def ines 

nat ional  p r io r i ty  of fences as organised 

cr ime,  cr ime that  requi res nat ional  

prevent ion or  invest igat ion,  o r  cr imes 

which requi re specia l ised sk i l l s  in  the 

prevent ion and invest igat ion thereof .   

This is  what  is  conta ined in  the Act .   The 

Nat ional  Head determines whether  a 

par t icu lar  c r ime is  a nat ional  pr ior i t y  10 

of fence fo r  the  invest igat ion of  the 

Di rectorate.   H is determinat ions are 

c i rcumscr ibed by leg is la t ion,  sect ion 

16(2)  of  the Pol ice Act ,  and the pol icy 

guidel ines set  by the Min ister  in  

concur rence wi th  Par l iament .   Sect ion  

16(3)  of  the SAPS Act  provides that  in  

the event  of  a  d ispute between the 

Nat ional  Head of  the Di rectorate and the 

Nat ional  Commission of  Pol ice or  20 

Provincia l  Commission of  Pol ice on 

whether  a  c r iminal  conduct  o r  endeavour 

thereto fa l l s  wi th in the mandate of  the  

Di rectorate,  the  determinat ion of  the 

Nat ional  Head shal l  p revai l .   The 
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Di rectorate cons ists of  the fo l lowing 

d iv is ions in  the  province that  I  am 

serv ing.   There is  a component  ca l led 

Ser ious Organised Cr ime,  which is 

responsib le for  the invest igat ion of  drug 

t raf f ick ing,  human t raf f ick ing,  k idnapping 

wi th the ransom,  cash- in- t ransi t ,  po l i ce 

murders ,  c r imes against  the state,  to  

ment ion a few.   The second one is  

Ser ious Commercia l  Cr ime 10 

Invest igat ions,  that  ta lks to  addressing 

banking cr imes,  government  f rauds and 

counter fe i t ,  just  to  ment ion a  few.   There 

is  a component  ca l led Ser ious Corrupt ion 

Invest igat ions,  which deals wi th  publ ic  

and pr ivate sector  cor rupt ions,  as wel l  as 

f raud and cor rupt ions wi th in the  JCPS 

cluster .   There is  another  component  that  

is  Pr io r i ty  Cr ime Specia l ised 

Invest igat ion,  which invest igates 20 

cybercr imes,  f inancia l  invest igat ions,  as 

wel l  as asset  for fe i ture  invest igat ions.   

The next  one is  the Pr ior i t y  Cr ime 

Management  Cent re,  which is  responsib le 

for  analys is of  notebook prof i l ing  of  
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people are subject s of  invest igat ions,  as 

wel l  as the …[indist inct ]  assessments in  

l ine wi th the nat ional  pr ior i t y  of fences. ”  

My ro le –  no,  the last  one,  Commissioners,  is :  

“Corporate Support  Serv ices.   This 

sect ion is  responsib le for  supply  chain  

management ,  human resource 

management ,  as  wel l  as f inances in  

KwaZulu -Nata l  p rovince.   My ro le as the 

Provincia l  Head.   As the Provincia l  Head,  10 

I  am di rect ly  accountable to  the  Nat ional  

Head.   I  have been appointed for  a 

per iod of  seven years non -renewable  

cont ract . ”  

Maybe to add on th is ,  Commissioners,  is  that  I  th ink I  am 

lef t  wi th  –  we are  in  January now.   We are in  January  now.   

One year,  s ix  months.   Then I  w i l l  be oom op d ie stoep .   

Thank you,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    June 2027 is  when your te rm ends.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    End of  Ju ly.    20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Ju ly 2027.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ju ly 2027 i t  is  my last  month in  the  

serv ice ,  and I  wi l l  be 61 years,  one month.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :     
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“Management  of  specia l ised 

invest igat ions and operat ional  support  in  

the province of  KZN ensure the ef fect ive  

and ef f i c ient  management  of  pr ior i t y  

cr ime and analys is  thereof ,  ensur ing the 

operat ional  support  capabi l i t ies wi th in 

the DPCI KZN province are funct ion ing  

accord ing to the re levant  leg is la t ions and 

d i rect ives and pol ic ies.   The management  

and implementat ion of  s t rategies  f rom 10 

Nat ional  Head Of f ice to  ensure ef fect ive 

prevent ion,  combat ing and invest igat ion 

of  nat ional  pr ior i t y  of fences.   Main ta in ing 

ef fect ive management  in format ion and 

st rategic p lanning serv ices wi th in the 

DPCI in  the province  where  I  am 

employed.   Prov id ing per fo rmance and 

implementat ion moni tor ing and evaluat ion 

reports to  the Nat ional  Head. ”  

Commissioners,  I  thought  I  must  a lso share th is  wi th you 20 

today.   Successes,  just  a  l i t t le  b i t  o f  them that  mysel f  and 

my management  have managed to achieve th rough the  

st rategies that  we have employed in  the province upon my 

appointment .   Throughout  in  March th is  year ,  I  wi l l  be 38 

years in  the law enforcement .   A l though there was a break 
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in  between when I  le f t  the pol ice  to  the Scorp ions,  then I  

came back.   Both combined,  38 years,  18 t h  o f  March th is  

year :  

“Throughout  my 38 years of  serv ice,  I  

he ld a level  o f  excel lence in  car ry ing out  

my dut ies.   This is  par t i cu lar ly  ev idenced 

by my achievement  in  the DPCI KZN 

under my tenure.   I  have e lected to l is t  

th is  achievement  as the a l legat ions 

against  me depict  an unscrupulous senior  10 

of f ic ia ls  when only the opposi te  holds  

t rue. ”  

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  maybe before you proceed,  

just  so that  we do not  go back to th is  because now you are  

going to be d iscussing speci f i c  cases or  c r imes.   What  are 

the,  cur rent ly  as  mat ters stand,  what  a re the cr imes that  

have been determined as nat ional  pr io r i t ies?  Because you 

ment ioned in  18.1  that  you are responsib le for  the  ef fect ive,  

e f f ic ient ,  prevent ing,  combat ing  and invest iga t ion of  

nat ional  pr ior i t y  cr imes.   What  are those as mat ters stand 20 

now?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   You wi l l  

see in  page 6 of  my statement ,  paragraph 15,  I  have 

ind icated,  just  to  ment ion a few ,  drug t raf f ick ing,  human 

t raf f ick ing,  k idnapping wi th a  ransom, cash- in - t rans i t  haste,  
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po l i ce murders,  c r imes against  the  state.   This fa l l s  wi th in  

the component  of  ser ious organised cr ime,  just  to  ment ion a  

few.   I  must  ind icate to  the Commissioners that  you see the  

CITs in  around 2018,  they were invest igated by Detect ive  

Serv ices,  where we deal t  wi th  a pro ject  that  was addressing 

the ser ious,  the  scourge of  th is  cash- in- t ransi t .   But  

thereaf ter ,  the then act ing Nat iona l  Head issued a d i rect ive  

in  wr i t ing to declare the CITs a nat ional  pr ior i t y  of fence,  as  

i t  is  sa id,  s t ipu lated in  the  law.   Hence,  today,  the DPCI is  

invest igat ing these cr imes.  10 

 Over and above that ,  Commissioners,  the other  

cr imes is  banking cr imes.   Not  th is  normal  f raud,  but  f rauds,  

the f rauds that  a re above the value of  R500 000.   And then 

there are other  e lements that  are l is ted in  order  to  qual i fy .   

I t  is  not  only the value.   Somet imes the value might  be less,  

but  you f ind out  the way the cr ime was commit ted and the 

publ ic  in te rest  and a l l  those other  factors.   I f  they fa l l  wi th in  

that  scope,  then the DPCI shal l  invest igate.  

 You might  f ind a f raud of  R300 000 000,  I  mean,  of  

R3 000 000.   People wi l l  th ink,  ah,  because the value is  20 

beyond R500 000,  the DPCI must  deal  wi th  i t .   I t  is  not  only  

that  that  determines that .   So there is  a mandate that  has 

been author ised by the ret i red  Nat ional  Head that  out l ined 

a l l  these type of  cr imes.   I f  one has forgot ten,  you go to the 

mandate,  i t  wi l l  ass ist  you.    
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 And then there is  a government  f raud.   We ta lk  

about  the issues of  where there is  a f raud in  terms of  th is  

procurement  of  people.   People wi l l  come and tender  cer ta in  

th ings.   Somet imes they submit  f raudulent  documents in  

order  for  them to be appointed as a  serv ice provider .  

 You have a lso counter fe i t  goods.   And then those 

are one of  the ser ious cr imes,  accord ing to  me,  where they 

have an impact  on the economy of  the count ry.   For  lack of  

a  bet ter  word,  they say Fong Kong,  the st reet  language ,  but  

i t  is  counter fe i t  goods.   So the other  ones is  indeed 10 

corrupt ion wi th in the publ ic  and the pr ivate sector ,  as wel l  

as the JCPS.   Over and above th is ,  i f  in  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    As wel l  as the JC what?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    JCPS cluster .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am terr ib le  wi th acronyms.   What  is  

that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Just ice and Cr ime Prevent ion and 

Secur i ty  c luster .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  hope I  have responded to the 20 

quest ion of  my Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you.   Thank you very much.   I  

was saying my province,  in  the t ime t i l l  today,  tha t  I  have 

a lso submit ted as an Annexure S2,  we managed to se ize 
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and successfu l l y  s to re a cocaine to the st reet  va lue of  R1 

649 000 000,  and a l is t  o f  a l l  se izures is  at tached hereto as  

Annexure S2.   I  th ink i t  was the f i rs t  t ime in  the count ry,  or  

even in  the province,  that  th is  amount  of  cocaine,  inc luding 

hero in,  was seized wi th in the space of  what  I  have been 

deal ing wi th at  KwaZulu -Nata l .   Of  note,  in  November,  the 

last  …[intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sorry,  Maj -Gen.   Can we go to Annexure 

S2?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners.    10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i f  you could just  expla in ?  Because 

I  th ink what  you say in  your  statement  now is  to  focus on 

just  a  few,  r ight ,  in  paragraph 21.   Is  that  cor rect?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am l is tening .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Is  that  correct?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    What  d id you say?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    In  paragraph 21,  a re  you just  

h ighl ight ing a few?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  correct .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And I  just  want  to  conf i rm that  20 

these that  you are h ighl ight ing in  paragraph 21 come f rom 

Annexure S2.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.   As wel l  as  

Annexure S3.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    As wel l  as S3.    
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    Sor ry,  were  we not  in  paragraph 20?  

I  see 21 deals wi th S3.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  is  what  I  am t ry ing to understand ,  

whether  the few that  a re h ighl ighted here are f rom S2 and 

S3 or  only S2.   Are you going to  deal  wi th  S2 or  do you 

want  to  just  move on to S3?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  the few that  are  

ment ioned here,  as I  ind icated,  i t  s ta r ts  f rom paragraph 20 

of  my statement ,  as Commissioner Khumalo  has ind icated.   

Cor rect ly  sa id so.   And then i t  goes fur ther  to  paragraph 21 10 

wi th 21.1,  21.2,  21.3 ,  which means i t  wi l l  be S2 as wel l  as  

S3 in  my bundle o f  documents.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Could we turn to  S2?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Come again?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Could you tu rn to  S2?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am on S2,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So i t  says DPCI KwaZulu -Nata l  

major  hero in and cocaine seizures 2020 to date.   I  just  want  

to  understand who prepared th is  document  and when.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    This document ,  we normal ly  have th is  20 

type of  th ings.   The members wi l l  repor t .   We keep a  

database of  cer ta in th ings.   And then for  the p urpose of  th is 

Commission,  I  requested my people to  just  say,  g ive  me th is  

one and th is  one and th is  one  and then we conf i rm wi th 

everybody that  is  deal ing wi th my s tat is t ics at  the of f ice and 
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say,  I  want  to  ta lk  about  th is  and th is  one,  th is  one.   I  have 

selected th is  one.   I t  is  me who selected i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so th is  was prepared for  the 

Commission?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    For  the Commission.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  in  that  paragraph 20,  you say 

the province seized and successfu l ly  s tored.   What  does i t  

mean successfu l l y  s tored?   10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Which means I  am saying 

successfu l l y  s tored ,  i t  means that  we were provided wi th the  

storage fac i l i ty  of  these cocaine by  the management  

because you wi l l  see at  the  la ter  when I  test i fy  in  terms of  

the thef t  o f  cocaine,  there was a problem.   But  I  wi l l  ta lk ,  I  

wi l l  deal  wi th  that  when I  arr i ve there.   But  for  now,  here on 

th is  se izures,  we were assisted wi th the storage fac i l i ty .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    When you say successfu l l y  s tored,  i t  i s  

not  speaking to there were no losses of  th is .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  there  were no.   Cor rect ,  20 

Commissioner.   I  th ink you assisted me.   Thank you very  

much.   There  were no losses.   That  i s  the explanat ion  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Of  the successfu l ly  s to red.   There 
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were no losses.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    R1 649 000 000.    

CHAIRPERSON :    And the 1.6 b i l l i on is  made up of  severa l  

se izures? 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Not  just  one? 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Not  just  one.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  a  number of  them, and then they 10 

are depicted in  th is  S2.    

CHAIRPERSON :    S2.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  p lease c lar i f y  th is  Annexure 

S2.   Because on the f i rs t  page,  there is  the DPCI  logo.   But  

then f rom the second to last  pages,  on your r ight ,  i t  is  a  

SAPS logo.   So I  am wonder ing,  who d id the seizures?  Is  i t  

the SAPS,  or  i s  i t  the Hawks?  Or are you tak ing credi t  fo r  

the work of  the  SAPS?  I  mean,  I  am just  t ry ing to  

understand.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  when I  do my 20 

presentat ions,  most ly  at  the f i rs t  page i t  wi l l  ta lk  about  us,  

the DPCI .   And then when we cont inue,  we ut i l ise the SAPS 

page.   But  i t  is  us,  the Di rectorate fo r  Pr ior i t y  Cr ime 

Invest igat ion.   So you see,  when we come,  we wi l l  te l l  you 

who we are  and then we cont inue.  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    Ja.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Hence,  we are  saying,  

administ rat ive ly,  we,  fo r  some other  reasons,  we st i l l  

decide.   And hence,  we have ut i l ised th is  template  for  the  

presentat ion.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  could not  he lp but  not ice on page 28 

of  the same document ,  i t  is  SAPS vehic les that  a re there.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Page? 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Page 28 and 30,  fo r  example.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   Commissioners,  you want  me to  10 

respond?   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The DPCI ,  in  terms of  sect ion 17,  I  

th ink I  ta lk  under  cor rect ion,  ( f ) ,  we are expected to be a  

mul t id isc ip l inary approach.   That  i s  the methodology we are 

approaching.   So we do not  work in  iso lat ion a lone,  when 

we do our  operat ions.   We have other  law enforcement ,  l ike 

your uni form branch,  your  combat .   We do not  have combat .   

We do not  have uni form branch.   We do not  have Cr ime 

Inte l l igence .   They are wi th in the  mother body st ructures.   20 

And then somet imes,  we a lso have our  external  

s takeholders.  

 So here,  speci f ica l ly ,  when you look at  th is ,  there is  

a lso border  pol ic ing that  is  a nat ional  component  that  we 

most ly  work wi th  at  the hub  there in  Durban .   And a lso 
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somet imes,  you wi l l  f ind customs being par t  o f  the 

operat ions,  because we have employed the mul t id isc ip l inary  

or  in tegrated approach  in  d ischarg ing our  dut ies in  order  for  

us to  achieve our  set  object ives.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thanks.   So,  Maj -Gen,  I  th ink we 

understand that ,  because the capaci ty  comes f rom d i f ferent  

par ts of  law enforcement  in  order  to  conduct  operat ions of  

th is  k ind.   They are not  smal l  operat ions.   So i t  is  d i f ferent  

components of  law enforcement  that  a re involved in  the 

operat ion,  cor rect?   10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    We inv i te  them.  Not  that  they just  –  

they do not  jus t  become involved for  the purpose of  

involv ing.   We cont ract  them to our  operat ions.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So i t  is  under your  command?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Absolute ly ,  as wel l  as the operat ional  

methodology of  the  Di rectorate .   And so these operat ions 

that  you have refer red to here,  inc luding on page 28,  are  

under your  watch?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Absolute ly  t rue.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  can I  proceed?  

Paragraph 21,  21.1 :  

“ In  November las t  year ,  we managed to 

se ize counter fe i t  goods wi th the  brand 

labels such as Gucci ,  Nike,  and Adidas,  
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worth of  R53 572 837 at  the Green Af r ica 

Conta iner  Depot . ”   

There next  to  the harbour there :  

“ In  December las t  year ,  we a lso seized 

i l l ic i t  c igaret tes to  the value of  R38 758 

000 in  a  warehouse there in  

Pietermar i t zburg. ”   

That  is  a lso par t  and parcel  o f  KwaZulu -Nata l  province,  and 

I  am saving that  as wel l .   I  have of f ices there :  

“ In  to ta l ,  we have conf iscated i l l ic i t  10 

counter fe i t  goods worth R97 330 837. ”  

And then I  have at tached my evidencing report  as per  

Annexure S3.   These are but  a few of  the achievements 

f rom 2020,  Commissioners.   I  d id  not  want  to  add a lo t  o f  

th ings.   You shal l  remember that  in  Ju ly 2021,  we have th is  

insurrect ion in  the province of  KwaZulu -Nata l .   A lso,  that  

operat ions was under my command,  and even the cases are  

before the High Court  as we speak.   Those operat ions were  

managed and operat ional ised by my of f ice,  and we spent  a  

lo t  o f  hours.   So I  do not  want  to  waste t ime of  the  20 

Commission  by out l in ing a l l  the successes that  the DPCI 

KZN has achieved.   I  just  want  to  ment ion these few for  the  

Commission 's consumpt ion.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Now,  I  want  to  ta lk  to  the subpoena.   
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Pre l iminary submissions,  Commissioners,  I  have been 

impl icated by Lt -Gen SD Khumalo ,  Wi tness X and Witness C 

before th is  Commission.   I  have,  however,  on ly received 

one Rule-3 not ice  which reads :  

“The test imony of  L t -Gen Khumalo  

impl icates you in  mat ters  under  

invest igat ions,  in  par t i cu lar ,  in te r  a l ia ,  

improper use of  your  posi t ion as head of  

the Di rectorate  for  Pr io r i ty  Cr ime 

Invest igat ion,  KwaZulu -Nata l ,  in  that  you 10 

leaked sensi t i ve and /or  conf ident ia l  and 

c lassi f ied SAPS informat ion or  

documents or  ca l l s  seem to be leaked to 

Mr Vusimuzi  Cat  Mat la la in  a business 

par tner  of  your  son,  Thato Senona.  

1.2 )   Improper use of  your  posi t ion as  

head of  the DPCI KZN to unduly benef i t  

Mr Mat la la and other  members and 

associates of  the so -cal led B ig Five 

Carte l .  20 

At  the outset ,  I  submi t  that  these 

a l legat ions above are mal ic ious,  vo id of  

t ru th,  and amount  to  congest ion.   I  deny 

having leaked any conf ident ia l  

in format ion or  us ing my posi t ion as the 
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Provinc ia l  Head  for  benef i t  o f  Mr Mat la la  

or  the B ig Five Carte l .   I  look forward to 

provid ing my tes t imony to i l lust ra te the 

aforesaid. ”  

Commissioners,  I  must  say,  I  do not  even know what  is  th is  

th ing cal led  B ig Five Carte l .   I  on ly  know Big Five in  the 

count ry.   I f  the Commissioners want  to  a l low me to  say the 

B ig Five that  I  know,  I  wi l l  say i t .   But  for  the benef i t  o f  

doubt  and c lar i t y ,  the B ig Five that  I  know is  an e lephant ,  a  

l ion,  a buf fa lo,  a  rh inoceros,  and a  leopard.   Those are the  10 

B ig Five I  know in the count ry.   But  th is  that  is  ment ioned 

here,  I  do not  know who,  what  i s ,  what  are they ta lk ing 

about?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Are you aware of  car te ls  tha t  ex ist ,  

whether  they are drug car te ls  or  CIT or  extor t ion?  Are you 

aware of  those k ind of  car te ls?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  know of  syndicates that  I  have 

addressed in  my province that  are deal ing in  drugs.   I  know 

that  we deal  wi th  a lo t  o f  groupings,  that  a group of  people 

that  are commit t ing CITs on a regular  basis.   I  know of  a 20 

group of  people  that  were dea l ing wi th the dr ive-by-

shoot ing,  of  which i t  was not  par t  and parcel  o f  our  

mandate,  but  i t  was a th reat  that  was emanat ing in  

KwaZulu -Nata l  that  I  approached the provinc ia l  

Commissioner wi th an operat ional  p lan in  order  to  address 
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that .   He gave a go-ahead,  then we stabi l i sed that ,  and then 

we wi thdrew f rom that  and cont inued wi th our  mandate.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Are those car te ls  conf ined to the  

province or  do they have tentacles  that  extend beyond the  

province?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The ones that  we have a l ready 

addressed and we are current ly  addressing at  my province,  

they are wi th in the province.   We do not  have others that  

are moving out  of  the province.   We have not  yet  ident i f ied 

people there,  except  in  that  invest igat ions of  Ju ly 2021, 10 

where you wi l l  f ind out  there are people that  are l inked a lso  

f rom Gauteng,  few in  Free State,  and then some,  I  th ink,  to 

some extent ,  North  West ,  i f  my memory serves me wel l .   But  

other  than that ,  the car te ls ,  I  mean,  sor ry,  the syndicates 

that  I  have deal t  wi th  and that  I  am deal ing wi th are l imi ted  

to KwaZulu-Nata l  province.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Just  so we are c lear ,  you do know 

what  a car te l  is?  Because in  your  response,  you only 

referred to syndicates as i f  i t  is  something d i f ferent  f rom a  20 

car te l .   So I  just  want  to  understand f rom you,  you do know 

what  a car te l  i s?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   I  went  

and checked,  ja .   Now I  do know what  i s  a car te l .   I  th ink i t  

is  a  synonym of  a  syndicate.   Thank you,  Commissioners.  
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CHAIRPERSON :    Is  i t ,  though,  General?  Are the two 

synonyms?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  be l ieve so,  Commissioner,  that  a 

car te l  might  be a synonym of  a  syndicate.   That  is  my 

bel ie f .   I  might  be wrong,  but  I  s tand to be cor rected.   That  

is  my understanding,  s i r .    

CHAIRPERSON :    I  thought  your  seniors who gave evidence 

before you suggested that  there is  a d i f fe rence,  but  le t  us  

leave i t  there.   Thank you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Normal ly ,  th is  word is  ut i l ised outs ide  10 

the borders of  the count ry when we meet  wi th o ther  law 

enforcement .   Here in  South Af r ica,  we ta lk  about  a 

syndicate.   I t  is  l i ke when you say organised cr ime.   There 

say a d i f fe rence of  a Z and a S.   Here we use S when we 

say organised cr ime,  but  outs ide they use a Z.   Thank you,  

Commissioner.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thanks,  Commissioner ,  Chai r .   Perhaps 

i t  would help i f ,  Maj -Gen,  you cou ld just  def ine a syndicate 

then for  us so we know what  you mean when you ta lk  about 

syndicates.  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    A  syndicate  is  more c losely to  what  

we cal l  people who are commit t ing organised cr ime,  but  

accord ing to my understanding,  I  am just  going to g ive you 

a descr ip t ion,  not  necessar i l y  a de f in i t ion to that  ef fect .   I t  

is  two or  more people work ing together ,  commit t ing cr ime 
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on a cont inuous basis.   The main purpose is  to  have money 

and power.   That  is  my descr ip t ion and my understanding of  

a  syndicate,  Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :     

“Quest ion one,  in f i l t ra t ion wi th in the 

SAPS.   Pr ior  to  addressing my knowledge 

of  the a l legat ion  of  cr iminal  syndicate  

in f i l t ra t ion,  cor rupt ion,  and pol i t ica l  

in ter ference wi th in the cr iminal  just ice 10 

system,  I  deem i t  prudent  to  d iscuss the 

manner in  which the invest igat ions wi th in 

the DPCI are  conducted.   Cr iminal  

invest igat ions wi th in the DPCI and SAPS 

by nature re ly  on  secrecy or  for  ef fect ive 

law enforcement .   Conf ident ia l i ty  i s  

ind ispensable to  the operat ions as i t  

protects the wi tnesses,  undercover pol i ce 

operat ions,  and in te l l igence.   As head of  

DPCI…” …[ intervenes] .  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sorry,  sorry to  in te rrupt  you.   Sor ry,  i t  i s  

just  fo r  c lar i f i cat ion.   When you say cr iminal  invest igat ions 

re ly  on conf ident ia l i ty  and secrecy,  what  would be inc luded 

in  that ,  in  cr iminal  invest igat ions?  Would i t  inc lude –  

presumably would  inc lude a docket .  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Remember,  in  DPCI,  most ly  the cases 

that  we deal  wi th  is  major  case invest igat ion.   I t  might  be 

one docket ,  but  i t  can take us a year or  two to complete.   

We cal l  most  of  our  cases major  case invest igat ions.   And 

a lso Pr io r i ty  Cr ime Invest igat ions  that  are undercover 

operat ions.   We do not  d isc lose that .   I t  is  on a need -to-

know basis.   But  you wi l l  hear  as  I  am cont inu ing wi th my 

evidence,  the c lear  answer to  what  you have asked me now,  

i t  wi l l  be depicted in  my statement ,  and I  wi l l  ta lk  to  that .   

Maybe i t  wi l l  g ive you a c lar i t y .    10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  wi l l  wai t  for  that .   Thanks.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja:  

“As head of  the DPCI KZN,  I  am pr ivy to  

cr iminal  invest iga t ions that  fa l l  under the  

mandate or  Di rectorate.   I  am rare ly pr ivy 

to  the par t i cu la r i t ies of  invest igat ions 

wi th in other  p rov inces led by my fe l low 

DPCI heads,  o r  invest igat ions by the  20 

greater  serv ice,  SAPS body,  and /or  

specia l ised in tervent ions uni ts ,  such as 

the PKTT,  the Pol i t ica l  K i l l ing s  Task 

Team . ”   

That  i t  wi l l  be par t  and parcel  o f  cost  that  caused us to  be 
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here today,  one o f  the th ings that  caused us to be here :  

“ In  instances where I  do gain knowledge 

of  sensi t i ve in format ion …”   

I  th ink th is  wi l l  answer your quest ion :  

“… l ed by the var ious heads,  I  ga in ed the 

said knowledge through our  DPCI 

Nat ional  Pro ject  Commit tee forum,  and 

a l l  the at tendees are requi red to s ign the 

Oath of  Secrecy,  even though we 

possess a top secret  secur i t y  c learance. ”  10 

Commissioners,  even at  the province,  we have a Provincia l  

Pro ject  Commit tee fo rum that  I  am chai r ing  on a month ly  

basis,  and there  we a lso s ign the Oath of  Secrecy,  even 

though we possess the top secret  secur i t y  c learance.   A lso 

the external  s takeholders,  l i ke your Department  of  Home 

Af fa i rs ,  FIC,  NPA,  they are requi red to s ign that ,  and we 

keep record.   The purpose of  us do ing that  i s  to  ensure that  

people are not  going to leak th is  in format ion.   I f  you f ind 

you have done that ,  you wi l l  have to  face the 

consequences.  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    And to conf i rm,  you have a top secur i ty  

c learance?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Mine has just  expi red in  September,  

so i t  is  in  the process of  being renewed.   I  have appl ied.   I  

do have a reference number .   I  can share i t  w i th  the 
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Commissioners,  i f  need be,  of f  camera.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so you  …[intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Ja,  i t  expi red September.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    September ’25?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  a t  the forum,  you wi l l  

f ind the at tendance,  somet imes of  the Deputy  Nat ional  

Head,  and most ly  the Div is ional  Commissioner Nat ional  

Pr io r i ty  Of fences Operat ions.   Component  Heads,  and then 10 

you wi l l  f ind external  s takeholders,  as I  have ind icated,  

Department  of  Home Af fa i rs ,  Nat ional  Prosecut ion Author i t y  

representat ive,  and Financ ia l  In te l l igence Centre  

representat ive.   You wi l l  f ind Cr ime Inte l l igence 

representat ive there,  and DPCI Provincia l  Heads :  

“We meet  on a quarter ly  basis to  present  

var ious pro ject  invest igat ions.   Dur ing  

these presentat ions,  we are advised to  

conceal  the  ident i t ies of  suspects or  any 

in format ion which may jeopard ise the 20 

invest igat ions. ”  

In  that  presentat ion,  you wi l l  not  see the names of  the 

targets.   You wi l l  just  know the  facts,  what  exact ly  is  

happening,  but  you wi l l  not  see the names of  the ta rgets :  

“We fur ther  have a DPCI WhatsApp group 
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where we deposi t  successes o f  each 

province by the Provincia l  Heads. ”  

I t  is  l ike when we are shar ing those successes and back 

stor ies of  our  successes,  and deta i led in format ion is  never  

shared v ia th is  WhatsApp group :  

“Taking the above in to considerat ion,  I  

cannot  say that  I  am pr ivy to  any cr iminal  

in f i l t ra t ion wi th in  the cr iminal  just ice 

system outs ide of  the DPCI KZN.   I  

therefore possess no knowledge as to the 10 

business conducted by the B ig  Five 

car te l  and the composi t ion of  th is  B ig  

Five car te l .   I  do know the cases where  

pol ice of f ic ia ls  are cor rupted by 

perpet rators of  cr ime in  my province.   

However,  these are ind iv idual  cases not  

l inked to syndica tes.   I  cannot  d iscuss 

these cases as  most ,  i f  not  a l l ,  are 

present ly  under invest igat ions and before 

court . ”  20 

So to answer a lso the concern of  the evidence leader,  we 

do have s ingle facet  cases even though we do not  d iscuss 

them in an open space.   They remain wi th in that  component .   

Quest ion number two.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  my concern wi th your  
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response to th is  sect ion of  the quest ion is  you are  deal ing  

wi th sensi t ive in format ion of  invest igat ions led by DPCI.   

You are not  deal ing,  for  example,  wi th  sensi t ive in format ion  

re lat ing to invest igat ions by SAP S or  var ious uni ts  wi th in  

the SAPS such as GCI  Ops,  such as,  fo r  example,  the  

PKTT.   So you are only answer ing par t  o f  the quest ion,  not  

the fu l l  quest ion ,  and that  i s  my concern.   So can you just  

answer the fu l l  quest ion?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  I  th ink in  one of  my 

paragraphs I  want  to  go to that  one.   I  have ind icated I  am 10 

not  p r ivy to  invest igat ions by the  greater  serv ice,  I  mean 

the SAPS in i t s  to ta l i ty .   Then I  gave an example,  I  inc luded 

the PKTT.   Even i f  they do any other  task team or  whatever ,  

they have current ly  the i r  own provincia l  organised cr ime 

secretar ia t  where  they deal  wi th  C ovid  operat ions.   I  am not  

par t  o f  that .   I  am not  p r ivy to  those invest igat ions.   I  was 

te l l ing the Commission here what  is  i t  that  General  Senona 

is  p r ivy to ,  but  the rest  of  that  I  am not  ta lk ing about ,  I  bear  

no knowledge of  that ,  Commissioner.     

ADV HASSIM SC :    Just ,  General  …[ intervenes] .   20 

ADV BALOYI SC :   Sorry,  Ms Hassim.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sorry.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   General ,  I  am hoping th is  i s  just  a  

c la r i f icat ion quest ion because I  know we are st i l l  in  that  

terr i tory.   You say in  paragraph 32 :  
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“ I  can however posi t ive ly af f i rm that  there  

is  no car te l  in f i l t ra t ion wi th in the  DPCI 

KZN. ”  

Now,  I  imagine car te l  in f i l t ra tors wi l l  not  announce 

themselves.   I f  you have got  them al ready,  they are not  

going to announce themselves tha t  we are here.   How are 

you able to  make such a def in i t ive statement?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   I  bear  no  

knowledge of  that  in f i l t ra t ion.   So eventual ly ,  nobody,  even 

the Cr ime Inte l l igence  in  the province,  came and presented 10 

a threat  that  suggests to  ta lk  about  the car te l  in f i l t ra t ion of  

DPCI  KZN,  as  wel l  as our  PCMC, Pr ior i t y  Cr ime 

Management  Centre,  those that  a re deal ing wi th the threat  

assessments that  are emanat ing.   That  type of  presentat ion 

was never presented before me so that  I  can come here and 

say fu l l y  I  agree.   Then when I  am asked how many,  where,  

how,  and so fo r th ,  I  must  be able to  respond to that .   Here I  

am ta lk ing about  that  I  am knowledgeable of .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    That  I  am not  knowledgeable,  I  20 

cannot  ta lk  about  i t ,  which means f rom where I  am s i t t ing,  

there is  noth ing unt i l  I  am advised by my col leagues and 

say we have p icked up th is  th ing that  needs to be deal t  wi th  

and we shal l  deal  wi th  i t .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   Wel l ,  then is  not ,  and that  is  
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exact ly  what  I  was in terrogat ing or  checking wi th you,  is  the  

the correct  s tatement  to  make,  o r  that  you should have 

made,  i s  I  am not  aware of  any in f i l t ra t ions in  the DPCI 

KZN?  I t  is  a  complete ly d i f ferent  s tatement  to  saying there  

is  no such,  because in  your  statement  you say there is  no 

such.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   I  th ink i t  

is  a  human error  in  wr i t ing th is  language,  Engl ish .   Bear  

wi th me,  I  beg your pardon.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  accept  that .   You do not  need to say 10 

more about  i t .   I  just  wanted to be sure that  I  …[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja.   I  th ink the statement  that  the  

Commissioner has cor rected me about  is  the most  cor rect  

s tatement .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   Thank you,  General .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you.   I  am now going to ta lk  

about  quest ion two,  the  nature of  my re lat ionship wi th Mr  

Mat la la.   Commissioners,  I  met  Mr Mat la la  around 

2018/2019,  I  th ink,  ja ,  around that  year .   And when we met ,  

we were in  Pretor ia .   I t  was a wedding,  you know,  and for  20 

that  mat ter ,  Commissioner K humalo,  i t  was my t radi t ional  

wedding.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I t  was your  own wedding?  I  am not  

sure why you are  addressing only me,  General ,  but  wi l l  you 

see …[intervenes] .  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    So d id you say that  i t  was your own 

wedding?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    For  that  mat ter ,  i t  is  my t radi t ional  

wedding.   You know,  when I  am addressing the  

Commissioners and one of  you is  looking at  me,  my mind 

d i rect ly  goes to  –  i t  is  noth ing s in is ter .   You know,  I  am just  

a f ra id to  address the Chai rperson because i t  he is  a  

Just ice,  you know .   I  wi l l  make a mistake and I  might  be in  

t rouble to  say,  you know,  I  am Just ice  so-and-so,  so why 

are you cal l ing me?   10 

 But  on a l ighter  note,  ja ,  as far  as I  can remember,  

i t  was at  my wedding in  Pretor ia  when I  was  –  when we 

were doing th is  t rad i t ional  wedding af ter  we  …[intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you say 2018,  you do not  remember  

when your wedding was?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  th ink i t  is ,  i t  should be 2019 

because I  went  and doublecheck to be cor rect .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You bet ter  …[indist inct ]  –  cross ta lk ing]  

your  wi fe  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  p ray,  General .   Oh,  I  wanted to say 20 

exact ly  the same,  I  wanted to say,  just  p ray that  your  wi fe  is  

not  l is tening there.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  i f  I  am going to be  

punished for  what  I  sa id and then i t  was wrong,  I  wi l l  just  

bend down and then she g ive me lunch and she sa id that  I  
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wi l l  take i t .   So,  Mr Mat la la  was in t roduced to me through a 

re lat ive of  my wi fe,  whom she was dat ing  at  the t ime and 

then they said he is  the owner of  the  VIP Secur i ty  Serv ices.   

We exchanged numbers and then I  happened to l i ke h im and 

then that  day we never had to ta lk  too much because i t  was 

my t radi t ional  wedding and there was a lo t  o f  people .  

CHAIRPERSON :    The language you use,  General ,  you say,  

I  took a l ik ing to h im and we exchanged numbers.   Was 

there any par t icu lar  reason for  you to l ike h im?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    You know,  Commissioner,  in  the  10 

locat ion where we grew up,  you know,  when peop le,  they 

are in t roduced to  you and then they come humbled before 

you,  you wi l l  l ike  a humble person,  which means you know 

you wi l l  get  respect .   You wi l l  not  be undermined or  

whatever .   You know,  there are  people when they are  

in t roduced to you,  you f ind a space that  i s  so fun and then,  

ja ,  he l lo ,  how are you?  But  i f  a  person come and say,  hel lo ,  

my brother  …[vernacular ] ,  those type of  th ings,  wi th  

respect ,  that  th ing makes a mark.    

CHAIRPERSON :    [Vernacular ] .  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    [Vernacular ]… There is  a verse in  the 

B ib le,  James,  chapter  4,  verse 10,  i t  says,  humble yoursel f  

and the Lord wi l l  l i f t  you up.   That  is  the v is ion of  where I  

come f rom …[vernacular ] .   You do not  have to make noise,  

just  humble yoursel f .    
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  just  so  that  we do not  go 

back and fo r th,  where was th is  area ?  You say in  Pretor ia ,  

was i t  in  a township and was th is  the f i rs t  t ime you saw Mr  

Mat la la  or  you had seen h im before but  you were only  

formal ly  in t roduced in  2019?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  was the  f i rs t  t ime .   I t  was in  

Mamelodi .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Perhaps for  the record,  what  I  sa id was 

Sotho for  you l i ke  humi l i ty .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  not  hear that  wel l ,  10 

Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  I  was t ranslat ing in to Engl ish  the b i t  

about  …[vernacular ] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay,  thank you,  thank you, 

Commissioner.   So,  you wi l l  rea l i se that  I  have never met 

Mr Mat la la  because he is  a business person.   My 

re lat ionship wi th Mr Mat la la  i s  not  because he is  running a 

secur i t y  company,  he is  doing th is ,  I  am the head of  the 

Hawks.   Even there,  I  never sa id I  am head of  the Hawks.   I  

was in t roduced as the husband to  my wi fe.   And my wi fe  20 

and h im happened to share the same surname.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    He may wel l  have been to ld  that  you are  

head of  the Hawks,  you do not  know.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Somebody there,  but  not  me.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  cannot  …[ in tervenes] .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  no secret .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  cannot  say,  people,  those who know 

where I  am work ing.   But  you wi l l  rea l i se,  I  want  to  br ing  

th is  under  your  at tent ion,  Commissioner,  that  I  have 

ser iously huge successes in  my province.   I  do not  l ike 

media.   I  do not  se l l  mysel f .   People,  they star ted to know 

me too much and my faces because of  th is  Commission.   A 

lo t  o f  people d id not  know who I  am or  what .   Some might  

know the name,  but  they cannot  know the face.   That  is  how 10 

I  l ive.    

 I  do not  l i ke media.   You wi l l  rea l ise most  of  our  

successes,  I  wi l l  be standing there.   I f  you know me,  you 

wi l l  see me f rom behind whi le  the Provincia l  Commission ers  

are addressing the media.   I  run away f rom media because I  

do not  l ike publ ic i ty .   That  i s  one of  my pr inc ip les.   Thank 

you,  Commissioner.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sor ry,  just ,  you said  that  your  wi fe 

shares a surname wi th Mr Mat la la.   Are they re lated?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  want  to  answer that  quest ion.    20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Why not?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No.   I t  is  not  parcel  and parcel  o f  

th is .   I  do not  want  to .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  they share  a surname,  but  you do 

not  want  to  say whether  they are re lated or  not .    
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    They share a  surname.   I  do not  want  

to  answer that  quest ion.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  she knows Mr Mat la la?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  i f  I  may just  ask ?  I  th ink  i t  is  

not  suf f i c ient  for  a wi tness who is  asked a quest ion to  

s imply say I  do not  want  to  answer  the quest ion.   I  th ink you 

have to say more for  what  i t  i s  worth ,  but  I  th ink you have to  10 

say why you do not  want  to  answer  that  quest ion.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  I  hear  what  you are  

saying to me.   Ear l ier  one of  the Commissioners sa id,  hey,  I  

do  not  know what  your  wi fe  sa id,  she a lso said that .   So I  

do  not  want  to  create animosi ty  in  my own house by ta lk ing  

about  the l ine of  the i r  re lat i ves and so fo r th.   Hence,  I  a lso 

say he was dat ing a re lat i ve of  my wi fe.   So th is  th ing of  

re lated and what ,  what ,  what ,  what ,  I  beg your pardon.   I  am 

begging fo r  your  mercy.   I  do not  want  to  respond.   A l low 

me not  to  respond now.   But  i f  I  am compel led,  I  wi l l  request  20 

to seek legal  advice.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  that  is  fa i r .   I f  you are compel led,  

you wi l l  deal  wi th  i t  a t  that  point .   But  I  th ink what  has to be  

understood is  wi tnesses are not  f ree to choose quest ions 

that  they answer  or  do not  answer wi thout  provid ing an 
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explanat ion.   The quest ion of  your  explanat ion is  a quest ion  

of  weighing whether  i t  is  a  good enough explanat ion,  we 

leave i t  a t  that  point ,  or  we make a pronouncement  about  i t  

a t  some point .   But  I  th ink the poin t  that  I  wanted to make is  

wi tnesses do not  get  to  p ick and choose what  quest ions 

they answer.   You are here to assist  the Commission,  and i f  

you are asked a  quest ion that  you have concerns about  

answer ing,  you do have an obl igat ion to say more than I  do  

not  want  to  answer.   That  is  the only point  I  wanted to 

make.    10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   You see,  

I  wi l l  say by v i r tue of  the surnames,  I  do not  th ink  there  is  a  

re lat ion there.   By v i r tue of  the surnames,  I  do not  th ink so.   

Because,  number two,  he was dat ing a  fami ly  member of  my 

wi fe.   But  now when you look a t  the issue of  the fami ly  

member,  maybe they might  have been re lated th rough that  

re lat ionship ,  but  th is  one of  the surnames,  I  do not  know.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you,  General .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  is  f ine,  General .   I  asked because 20 

you of fe red that  ev idence.   You are the one who said that  

he shares the same surname.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  they share the same surname.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So that  is  why I  asked that  quest ion.   

But  I  th ink,  ja ,  there  is  a re lat ion ,  you said.   And so that  
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answers the quest ion.   We can move on.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  our  re lat ionship 

developed over  the years  and I  consider  h im as a f r iend of  a  

younger brother  because he is  younger than me,  Mr Mat la la .   

You know,  in  our  cu l ture,  once we star ted to develop a 

re lat ionship,  we do not  ca l l  each other  f r iends.   We cal l  

each other  b rother .   

  So,  as can be seen f rom the WhatsApp chat ,  Mr  

Mat la la  and I  would regular ly  check in  wi th each o ther  and 

would arrange to  meet  whenever he was in  Durban or  I  in  10 

Pretor ia .   Our meet ings were pure ly that  of  a  socia l  nature.   

I  must  make i t  p la in to  the Commission that  s ince the 

beginning of  my tenure at  DPCI  KZN,  Mr Mat la la  has never  

been a subject  of  invest igat ion wi th in the Di rectorate s ince 

2020 when I  took up of f ice t i l l  today.    

 And Mr Mat la la ,  fur ther  to  that ,  the name Vusimuzi  

Cat  Mat la la  has never been ment ioned at  the Nat ional  

Management  Forum as wel l  as  the Nat ional  Pro ject  

Commit tee Forum.  A lso in  my PPC, my Provincia l  Pro ject  

Forum.   So,  I  a lso s i t  in  the Provincia l  Management  Forum.  20 

Somet imes we d iscuss cer ta in th ings there  in  the 

management .   Only genera ls wi l l  s i t  there wi th the 

Provincia l  Commissioner.  

 I f  there are th ings that  are g iv ing the Provincia l  

Commissioner problems,  he wi l l  ment ion them there ,  but  
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that  had never happened in  my presence.   I  therefore  

possess or  possessed no knowledge of  Mr Mat la la 's  a l leged 

cr iminal  t ies and /or  act iv i t ies.   That  i s  my response to  

quest ion two in  re lat ion to our  nature of  re lat ionship.   I  want  

to  go to paragraph 37 that  ta lks to  WhatsApp exchanges 

December 2024 to 2025 January :  

“As stated above,  Mr Mat la la  and I  were 

f r iends and met  on a regular  basis.   I  d id  

on occasion meet  wi th Mr Mat la la  to  

advise h im on secur i ty  mat te rs 10 

concern ing the CAT VIP Secur i t y .   That 

is  the only business by then I  knew that  i t  

was v ib rant  wi th  h im.   I  have fur ther  

connected h im to t h i rd  par t ies to  assist  in  

data specia l i s ing and r isk management  to  

assist  h im. ”  

As a younger brother ,  somet imes we say,  look in to the 

issues.   I f  th is  wi l l  happen,  how are you going to mi t igate  

the r i sk in  order  for  you to move on wi th business :  

“These communicat ions are dated 25 20 

December 2024 as wel l  as 28 December  

and 15 January 2025 ,  concern ing a  th i rd  

par ty,  I  had referred to Mr Mat la la  that  

conducts th is  r i sk  assessment .   I  cannot  

g ive fur ther  deta i l s  concern ing the 
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f ina l i sat ion and /or  deta i ls  of  the cont ract  

because the r i sk assessment  for  CAT VIP 

Protect ion as the  cont ract  was between 

the two people,  Mr Mat la la  and the th i rd  

par ty. ”  

I  on ly assisted by in t roducing those ind iv iduals.   When I  

come to the quest ion th ree …[intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sorry,  just  to  c la r i fy  on that  point ,  so  

your assistance was only to  in t roduce Mr Mat la la  to  

…[intervenes] .  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    A  th i rd par ty .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you d id  not  par t i c ipate  in  any 

d iscussions regard ing the r i sk assessment  of  h is  company?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    What  I  d id ,  I  advised h im,  he must  

f rom t ime to t ime do a r isk assessment .   I  wi l l  g ive  you an 

example,  maybe you understand what  i s  a r i sk assessment .   

But  once he develops in terest  in  r isk assessment ,  what  do 

you mean,  and then I  wi l l  expla in severa l  th ings to h im.   

Then I  sa id,  there is  so and so,  I  wi l l  make sure you meet  

wi th h im so that  he can assist  you wi th th is .   And then i f  you 20 

are happy,  you can cont inue wi th  that  type of  a  cont ract  

wi th  that  person.   I f  I  can answer your quest ion.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so you,  I  just  want  to  –  what  I  am 

asking is ,  you in t roduced h im to a th i rd par ty?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.    
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ADV HASSIM SC :    How did you do that?  Were you at  a 

meet ing?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    How did you do i t?    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    When he agreed to meet ,  I  d id  ca l l  

that  man,  that  gent leman,  unfor tunate ly.   And then I  ca l led  

Mr Mat la la,  and then I  sa id th is  is  the guy who wi l l  see you,  

when can he come and where?  And then he said  he can 

come to the of f ices,  and then I  to ld  that  one  and I  sa id th is  

is  the number of  Mr Mat la la.   I  gave i t  to  h im,  and then I  10 

said,  cont inue.   Then when I  was in  KZN,  then they d id i t  

here in  Pretor ia .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :     

“Quest ion three,  forwarding o f  the 

d isbandment  le t te r  to  Mr Mat la la.   As i t  i s  

known by the Commission that  the le t te r  

has been leaked as of  1 s t  o f  January  

2025.   I  merely fo rwarded the le t ter  to  Mr  

Mat la la as i t  was ga ther ing the at tent ion  20 

of  many,  inc lud ing mysel f ,  on  socia l  

media. ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    General ,  Ms Hassim,  I  know you said no 

probing quest ions,  but  perhaps what  I  want  to  ask may,  in  a  

sense,  c ross the  l ine.   But  I  just  fee l  I  must  ask the 
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quest ions at  th is  stage.   General ,  to  your  knowledge,  was 

the d isbandment  of  the PKTT a subject  of  in te rest  to  Mr 

Mat la la?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    We were just  shar ing in format ion that  

was on socia l  media  and …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Can you p lease just  answer the quest ion 

d i rect ly ,  was th is  a subject  of  in terest  to  Mr Mat la la?    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  know i f  i t  was a subject  of  

in terest  to  h im.    

CHAIRPERSON :    So d id you forward the le t ter  to  h im of  10 

your own accord,  or  had he asked for  i t?    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  was on my own accord,  

Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Of  your  own accord.   I f  you were not  

aware that  th is  was a subject  of  in terest  to  h im,  why would 

you have done so?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  was not  aware,  but  we are  shar ing 

th ings that  a re on socia l  media  that  are ga ther ing the 

at tent ion of  many.   I t  ga thered my at tent ion,  and we just  

shared,  I  just  forwarded i t  to  h im.   And then af ter  I  20 

forwarded i t  to  h im,  I  just  le f t  i t  there.   We never  had to 

d iscuss a  lo t  o f  th ings here because we were shar ing issues 

that  a re on socia l  media.    

CHAIRPERSON :    And how many f r iends do you have?  Are 

you able to  te l l?   I  know i t  is  a d i f f i cu l t  quest ion.    
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    How many?   

CHAIRPERSON :    How many f r iends do you have?  I  know i t  

is  a d i f f icu l t  quest ion.   You may say 15 or  above 15 or  

whatever .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  a  d i f f icu l t  quest ion,  as the  

Commissioner has said.   I  do not  know how to answer that .  

CHAIRPERSON :    But  qui te  a la rge number?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Come again?   

CHAIRPERSON :    But  qui te  a la rge number.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  cannot  be.   I  doubt  i t .    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    You have very few f r iends?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Come again?   

CHAIRPERSON :    You have very few f r iends? 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  not  too much.   And then 

col leagues is  not  my f r iends.   I  have col leagues,  then I  have 

f r iends.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And d id you fo rward th is  to  any of  your  

other  f r iends?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  be l ieve I  might  have.   I  be l ieve I  

might  have,  because I  might  not  have sent  i t  on ly  to  h im.   I  20 

th ink I  might  have a lso ta lked to my col leagues about  th is .  

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  no,  shar ing,  not  ta lk ing.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Oh,  shar ing.    

CHAIRPERSON :    You shared i t .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  be l ieve I  might  have,  



    27 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 47 
 

Page 55  o f  196  

 

 

Commissioners.    

CHAIRPERSON :    You do not  know for  a fact  that  you d id?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  I  be l ieve I  might  have.   There is  

no way that ,  i f  th is ,  I  shared i t  wi th  h im,  there must  be two 

or  three,  four  people that  I  sent  i t  to .   I  be l ieve I  might  

have.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Fr iends?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Fr iends.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Who a lso had no in terest  in  the 

d isbandment  of  the PKTT?   10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Of  course,  yes,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And i f  you go back to your records,  do 

you assure me that  you wi l l  be able to  show me,  or  show 

th is  Commission,  the other  peop le that  you shared the 

d isbandment  le t ter  wi th ,  the other  f r iends that  you shared 

the d isbandment  le t ter  wi th?  Say tomorrow,  i f  by tomorrow 

I  say p lease show us the other  f r iends that  you shared the  

d isbandment  le t te r  wi th ,  f r iends that  had no in teres t  in  the 

d isbandment  of  the PKTT,  would you be able to  do that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Hence,  I  sa id  …[ intervenes] .   20 

CHAIRPERSON :    By tomorrow.   By tomorrow.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Hence I  sa id I  be l ieve,  Commissioner,  

because the phone that  I  was ut i l i s ing by then got  damaged 

and then i t  could  not  be ut i l i sed again.   And now I  had to  

get  another  inst rument .  
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CHAIRPERSON :    So you would not  be able to  show us?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  checked on th is  one.   I  asked 

people to  check for  me because some of  these th ings I  am 

to ld they s i t  there  on the iCloud ,  but  I  could not  f ind .   Even 

the one to show me that  I  have sent  i t  to  h im,  I  cannot  f ind  

that  one.   I  on ly  re l ied on what  was sent  to  me by the  

Commission.    

CHAIRPERSON :    One last  quest ion or  comment .   Would 

you agree i f  I  suggest  to  you that  i t  is  very st range that  you 

would have shared wi th Mr Mat la la  a le t te r  d isbanding the 10 

PKTT i f  you d id not  know him to have any in terest  in  the 

subject  of  the PKTT?  Would you agree wi th me that  that  i s  

very st range?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  agree,  Commissioner,  

because I  was not  aware  he is  the  subject  of  invest igat ion  

by the PKTT or  any other  uni t  wi th in the South  Af r ican 

Pol ice.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Exact ly  my poin t .   Exact ly  because you 

d id not  know that ,  so you randomly  shared the d isbandment  

le t ter  wi th  h im.    20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    As I  am saying,  i t  is  th is  an 

unfor tunate that  they found i t  in  h is  own gadget .   And when 

they found i t  f rom his gadget ,  unfor tunate ly when I  received 

the documents f rom the Commission,  I  t r ied to recuperate,  

to  t ry  and get  the  in format ion to see i t  i s  h im and who and 
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who,  but  unfor tunate ly I  could not  get  that .   But  I  d isagree 

wi th that  I  sent  i t  to  h im because there  was knowledge of  

me knowing that  he is  being invest igated.   I  d id  no t  know,  

Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  sa id noth ing.   I  sa id noth ing about  h im 

being invest igated.   I  have not  sa id anyth ing.   I  am just  

focussing on you not  knowing h im to have any in terest  in  

the PKTT and you randomly send or  forward to h im the 

d isbandment  le t ter .   I  have not  sa id anyth ing about  an  

invest igat ion.    10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  when somet imes you 

send th ings to your contacts and everyth ing,  i t  is  not  the  

issue of  there is ,  we do have an in terest  in  th is  th ing.   We 

just  share randomly just  to  ta lk  about  th ings,  current  af fa i rs .   

That  hey,  h is  is  what ,  th is  is  what ,  th is  is  what .   But  the  

issue of  that  I  send i t  wi th  u l ter ior  mot ives,  no.   I t  is  not  

that .  

CHAIRPERSON :    But  I  do not  for  once hear you say and 

you then d iscussed i t  as a mat ter  that  is  out  there,  as a  

current  af fa i rs  mat ter  as i t  were.   I  do not  hear you to say 20 

that  at  a l l .   You just  put  forward i t .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  you wi l l  see 

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  nor  do I  understand that  he 

responded to  you forwarding th is  to  h im and responded in  
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the sense of  i t  be ing a socia l  or  current  af fa i rs  mat ter .   I  do  

not  see that  anywhere.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  as  we move on wi th  

th is  so-cal led screenshot  messages,  you wi l l  see that  there 

wi l l  be some th ings that  we have exchanged but  wi thout  

ta lk ing thereaf te r  or  even before.   I t  is  not  a new th ing that  

speci f ica l l y  fo r  th is  one we never  sa id and d iscussed cer ta in  

th ings.   There are at  some stages where we wi l l  ta lk ,  a t  

some stages we wi l l  not  ta lk .    

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.   Thank you,  General .    10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Cha i r .   Sorry,  Chai r .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Before you proceed,  maybe just  to 

c la r i fy ,  before you forwarded Mr  Mat la la  th is  le t ter ,  th is  

d isbandment  le t ter ,  before that  day,  had you shared wi th 

h im and fo rwarded to h im anyth ing e lse to do wi th  SAPS’  

business or  SAPS’  a f fa i rs?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   I  cannot  

recol lect  now before,  but  maybe as I  have ind icated ear l ier  

that  I  had a problem wi th my gadget .   I t  was going to help 20 

me a lo t  to  recol lect  because when you do th ings wi th your  

f r iends or  fami ly  and everyth ing,  i t  is  d i f f icu l t  to  keep t rack  

record exact ly .   Now i t  is  an  unfor tunate s i tuat ion .   I  am 

s i t t ing here,  g iven these documents by the Commission,  

presented by the wi tnesses,  and then I  am t ry ing to 
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recol lect  a l l  these k ind of  th ings.    

 And then wherever I  remember,  I  wi l l  respond.   

Wherever I  am st ruggl ing to remember,  I  am just  a f ra id to  

come and say I  assume or  i t  is  my opin ion,  one,  two,  three,  

because I  want  to  assist  the Commission to g ive only facts,  

not  assumpt ions or  speculat ions.    

 I  want  to  assist  the Commission.   I  d id  not  come 

here to speculate  or  assume or  th ink th is ,  th is ,  th is .   I  came 

here to come and g ive facts that  a re to  my knowledge.   That  

are not  to  my knowledge,  I  wi l l  not  be able to  provide ,  but  i t  10 

is  an unfor tunate s i tuat ion.   I  wanted to go through my 

gadget  and get  that ,  but  unfor tunate ly.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    So is  the shor t  answer to  my quest ion 

that  you do not  recal l  whether  you shared wi th h im any 

in format ion that  re lates to the SAPS before th is  le t te r?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  I  do not  have a recol lect ion of  

that ,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Just  a fo l low-up quest ion.   Sor ry,  

Advocate Hass im.   General ,  you say in  paragraph 34,  we 20 

are st i l l  on page 13,  you considered h im to  be a 

f r iend/brother .   You are ta lk ing about  Mr Mat la la .   Next  

paragraph,  you say,  I  would regular ly  check in  wi th each 

other  and we would ar range to meet  whenever he  was in  

Pretor ia ,  I  was in  Pretor ia  or  Durban,  whatever ,  and our  
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meet ings were  pure ly socia l .   So dur ing th is  socia l  

d iscussion,  so when you were checking wi th h im regular ly ,  

d id  he te l l  you that  there was a  ra id at  h is  house on the 6 t h  

o f  December 2024?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    He d id in form me there,  I  th ink in  

March,  a round there,  i f  I  recal l .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    March of  what?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    2025,  i f  I  recal l  when we were ta lk ing.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    But  in  our  d iscussion,  he  never 10 

in formed me who a re these pol ice.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    No,  no,  I  d id  not  ask about  who  

…[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am just  g iv ing a fur ther  explanat ion 

to your quest ion,  Commissioner.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And in  th is  regular  check -ups,  d id he  

te l l  you that  there was a ra id at  C AT Secur i ty  Serv ices 

where h is weapons were seized in  mid to la te December  

2024?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    He d id te l l  me that  there was th is  20 

th ing and then the pol ice  came to do inspect ion of  f i rearms,  

the compl iance.   Then I  sa id,  i f  they are doing the 

compl iance,  so what?  A l low them to do thei r  job.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And when d id  he te l l  you that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am not  100% sure,  but  he d id te l l  
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me,  Commissioner.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I t  goes to Chai r 's  quest ion.   For  what  

good reason would you share  wi th Mr Mat la la  the  

d isbandment  of  the Pol i t ica l  K i l l ings Task Team?  What  

does Mr Mat la la  have to  do wi th a Pol i t ica l  K i l l ings Task 

Team based in  KwaZulu -Nata l  when he is  a  secur i t y  

operator  in  Pretor ia  or  Johannesburg?  Why would  he be 

in terested in  a  Pol i t ica l  K i l l ings  Task Team  and i t s  

d isbandment?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Look,  I  a l ready ind icated,  10 

Commissioner,  that  i t  was a gunnery th ing  in  the publ ic  

domain.   We just  share i t  for  the purpose of  shar ing i t .   I  d id  

not  want  to  create answers  tha t  are not  there  for  the  

Commission.   I  want  to  g ive the Commission what  I  know.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  General .   Let  us take the tea,  

gent lemen.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  thank you Ms Hassim.    

EXAMINATION BY ADV HASSIM SC  (CONTINUES) :    Thank 20 

you,  Chai r .   Maj -Gen,  we were deal ing wi th paragraphs 39 

to 41.   Is  there  anyth ing e lse you wish to add on th is  

quest ion of  forwarding the d isbandment  le t te r  to  Mr 

Mat la la?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    What  I  want  to  add,  Commissioners,  
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is  that  a wi tness came here before  th is  Commission.   L t -Col  

Khumalo  test i f ied  here and ind icated that  he saw th is  le t te r  

on socia l  media on the 31 s t .   L t -Gen Khumalo  came here  

and test i f ied that  he saw th is  le t te r  on socia l  media  on the 

1 s t  o f  January around in  the af ternoon,  and i t  spoi led h is  

New Year ce lebra t ion.    

 General  Senona,  because th is  th ing was garner ing  

on socia l  media,  he sent  i t  to  Mr Mat la la  on the  2 n d  o f  

January.   A l ready,  th is  th ing was in  the publ ic  domain.   

Every person I  had access to th is  type of  a  le t te r .   And I  10 

must  say,  I  deny the a l legat ions that  I  possess knowledge 

that  Mr Mat la la  was being invest igated by the  PKTT.   

Fur ther  to  that ,  as stated above,  I  am only pr ivy  to  the 

invest igat ions wi th in the DPCI KZN.   I  could not  have 

possib ly  known that  Mr Mat la la was under the invest igat ion 

by the PKTT.   The next  one is  quest ion four  …[intervenes]  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Just  a minute,  General .   Just  a  

minute,  General .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay,  Commissioner.   

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  we are hear ing some background 20 

noise,  General ,  and i t  is  not  even your vo ice.   But  we have 

asked our  spokesperson to l is ten,  and i f  possib le,  to  at tend 

to i t .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Genera l .   You 
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may cont inue.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   A l low me 

to ta lk  to  quest ion four .   The headings,  business 

re lat ionship wi th  Thato Senona and Mr Mat la la .   At  the  

outset ,  I  would l ike to  state that  I  have no f inancia l  in te rest  

in  any of  Mr Mat la la 's  businesses operat ions,  whether  i t  be 

my son,  Thato  Senona,  or  any other  ind iv idual .   

Commissioners,  my son is  33 years of  age.    

 My son is  marr ied  wi th th ree k ids.   We r ight fu l l y  l i ve  

our  l ives independent ly  to  each other ,  but  he st i l l  remains 10 

my son.   And for  a l ighter  note,  I  became a father  on ear th 

because of  th is  one.   Nevertheless,  I  came into knowledge 

of  the  bui ld ing business re lat ionship between Mr Mat la la  

and my son.   I  do not  recal l  the day,  however,  dur ing the  

conversat ion  …[in tervenes]  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sorry,  sorry,  Maj -Gen,  we wi l l  keep i t  to  

a min imum, but  I  just  need to c la r i fy .   You say you came 

into knowledge of  the budding business re la t ionship 

between Mr Mat la la  and my son,  ex post  facto .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    What  exact ly  do you mean there?  When 

d id you come into  knowledge?  When d id you come to have 

th is  knowledge?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I f  you look at  the paragraph I  was 

about  to  ta lk  to ,  i t  says,  nevertheless,  i t  is  44.   I t  says:  
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“ I  do not  recal l  the day,  however,  dur ing 

the conversat ions between me and Mr  

Mat la la ,  he checked wi th me whether  I  

knew Thato Senona. ”  

And I  suppose th is  p rompted h im or  p iqued h is  in terest  

because the surnames are the same.   And in  my response,  I  

conf i rmed that  Thato Senona is  my son.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  hear  you say you do not  recal l  the day.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  recal l .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Do you recal l  the year or  month?  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Absolute ly  t rue.   Come again?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Do you recal l  the year or  month or  

anyth ing e lse about  when you came into knowledge?  I  

accept  that  you do not  recal l  the exact  day.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  cannot  be 2025 ear ly .   I t  should be 

before that .   I t  cannot  be 2025 ear ly .   Should  be in  the 

la t ter  par t  o f  2024.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Lat ter  par t  o f  2024?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  can be in  the la t ter  par t  o f  2024,  

but  I  do not  have a recol lect ion of  the date.   As I  have 20 

ind icated in  my previous saying,  now,  now,  now,  two 

minutes ago,  that  I  cannot  recal l  the date.   But  i t  can be in  

the la t ter  par t  o f  2024.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  in  the last  few months of  2024?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  be l ieve so.   I  sa id I  d id  no t  want  to  
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say I  be l ieve so,  but  s ince you are asking a quest ion,  I  

be l ieve i t  i s  in  the la t te r  par t  o f  the year because when he 

asked me these quest ions about  do  I  know Thato Senona.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  conf i rmed that  Thato Senona is  my 

son,  and I  enqui red to know what  about  h im.   And then he 

in formed me that  my son approached h im for  a business 

proposal ,  and i t  was a l leged by Mr Mat la la that  the proposal  

was in  re lat ion to property ventures.   And I  enqui red a lso 

f rom my son about  th is  proposal  by  Mr Mat la la or  about  th is  10 

statement  of  Mr Mat la la in  that  he approached h im for  a  

business proposal  in  property ventures.    

 And my son conf i rmed that ,  yes,  we were pursuing  

business just  to  look in to the issues of  property.   And yes,  

in  2025,  I  see w i th our  communicat ion that  the business 

took of f ,  and I  was in formed by both my son and Mr Mat la la 

that  they were in  the process of  acqui r ing a property in  

Pretor ia .   I  pause to state that  my son works wi th in the 

const ruct ion indust ry,  having regis tered h is business,  Thato  

Senona Hold ings in  2016.    20 

 I  be l ieve that  Wi tness X  wi th  your assistant  

advocate d isp layed my son 's prof i le  and h is companies 

before the Commission.   I t  d id  happen.   And I  am saying on 

the 6 t h  o f  February,  Mr Mat la la exci ted ly sent  me 

screenshots evidencing the property he had in tended to 
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purchase wi th Thato.   Thato  is  my son,  Thato Senona.   I  

responded to Mr Mat la la 's  message wi th an image o f  prayer  

emoj i ,  emoj i  saying,  thank you.    

 A  fa ther  wi l l  be happy i f  a  son is  having a job and is  

work ing as long as i t  is  a  leg i t imate  job.   My in terest ,  

Commissioners,  in  the property venture d id not  go beyond 

that  of  a  suppor t ive parent .   I t  is  a  common cause and 

knowledge that  we Af r icans,  when our  sons are doing 

cer ta in th ings and they need the  moral  support  f rom the 

parents,  we g ive them.   10 

 I t  is  a  common cause,  and i t  is  a  common pract ise.   

In  no way,  I  have fac i l i ta ted thei r  business re lat ionship.   I f  i t  

is  a l leged that  I  supported or  fac i l i ta ted the Pretor ia 

property venture,  i t  is  only to  the extent  of  assist ing Mr 

Mat la la to  get  hold of  my son,  as can be seen in  the 

WhatsApp chats dated 24 January  2025,  stamped 18 :22 and 

18:23.    

 The WhatsApp exchanges dated 9 January 2025 

depict  noth ing more than act ions of  an in terested parent  in  

the act iv i t ies of  h is  son.   I  had known that  Thato  was set  to  20 

meet  Mr Mat la la,  I  therefore mere ly checking whether  the  

meet ing had t ranspi red.   For  the edi f i cat ion  of  the 

Commission,  noth ing came out  of  that  p roperty venture.   I  

want  to  repeat  noth ing came out  of  that  p roperty venture 

between Mr Mat la la and my son.    
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 The Wi tness X  says,  I  do not  know what  happened 

to that  property,  what  is  the cur rent  s tatus.   I  am te l l ing the 

Commission,  noth ing came out  of  that  p roperty  venture 

between Mr Mat la la and my son,  Thato Senona.   And I  

implore the Commission to undertake i ts  own invest igat ion  

to ver i fy  th is  fac t .   I  am conf ident  that  such enqui ry wi l l  

conf i rm the absence of  any improper conduct  or  benef i t  

whether  for  me or  for  my son.    

 Taking the above in to considerat ion,  wi tness 

a l legat ions,  Wi tness X  a l legat ions in  paragraph n ine to 17  10 

are mere congenia l .   Wi tness X  fa i led to prove a benef ic ia l  

re lat ionship between Mr Mat la la and mysel f  and fu r ther  fa i ls  

to  show why the purchase of  the property proves untoward 

me as the provinc ia l  head.   Commissioners,  you wi l l  rea l ise  

that  th is  wi tness,  when she test i f ied  here,  when she 

happened to use the fo l lowing words.    

 Seemingly,  i t  appears to ,  what  was the other  word?  

Presumably,  I  am not  good in  Eng l ish,  but  these words on 

thei r  own Commissioners,  they do not  show facts.   These 

are pure speculat ions.   And they might  be,  they are causing 20 

harm to people 's  reputat ions and everyth ing.   I t  is  important  

that  people,  when they come and test i fy  before th is  

Commission,  they need to be  factual  to  assist  the 

Commission to make a good determinat ion.    

 We must  cont r ibute towards the Commission 's  
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making a good decis ion at  the  end of  th is  Commission.   I  

want  to  add on th is  one that  your  Wi tness X ,  to  know 

whether  the property has been f ina l ised or  not ,  you go to  

Remix,  they wi l l  g ive you the deta i ls  and say,  no,  th is  th ing  

never happened or  i t  happened.   Or you go to CIPC.   So,  I  

implore  the Commissioner to  send i ts  people to  ver i f y  th is  

in format ion,  and i t  is  going to be conf i rmed as I  am saying  

now,  Commissioners.    

 My son is  a  pr ivate c i t izen who is  a l lowed to  

conduct  legal  bus iness wi th in th is  count ry.   This statement  10 

of  mine,  Commissioners,  I  am support ing i t  wi th  the  

provis ion of  the  const i tu t ion of  the Republ ic  of  South  Af r ica.   

Chapter  2,  that  ta lks to  the B i l l  o f  Rights.   My son has the 

r ight ,  the f reedom of  t rade,  the r ight  to  f reedom of  t rade 

wi th any other  person,  as long as the business is  leg i t .    

 There are no dodgy businesses around that .   His  

business re lat ions should not  and cannot  cast  a  shadow 

upon me as a parent  and /or  as a provis ional ,  especia l ly  

when such business is  above board .   Commissioners ,  a l low 

me to go to quest ion f ive.   Medicare24,  20 d ist r i c t  cont racts 20 

wi th SAPS.   I  have no knowledge on the broader a l legat ions 

of  cr iminal i t y  sur rounding the Medicare24 tender.    

 My knowledge is  l imi ted to the  in format ion Mr  

Mat la la  has shared wi th me and that  which I  have read in  

the media.   I  am aware that  the Medicare24 was founded by 
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Mr Mat la la .   As i t  was,  as I  am saying,  I  know what  he to ld 

me and what  I  found on the media .   Medicare24 won a b id  

to  provide medica l  and wel lness serv ices to the members of  

the SAPS at  i ts  Pretor ia  Col lege.    

 The cont ract  p r ice fo r  the tender was R360 mi l l ion.   

Mr Mat la la  exper ienced payment  problems.   wi th  SAPS.   I  

was in formed by Mr Mat la la  that  h is  company has s topped 

receiv ing purchase orders for  the tender.   I  deny a l legat ion 

that  I  have assisted Mr Mat la la  in  secur ing the Medicare24 

tender.   Tenders of  such a  h igh  value fa l l  under the nat ional  10 

of f ice,  nat ional  SAPS of f ice or  the DPCI of f ice,  i f  that  is  

there.    

 And these tenders of  th is  va lue are deal t  wi th  by  

Supply Chain Management  Div is ion,  which is  under the  

leadership of  the Div is ional  Commissioner of  Supply  Chain,  

SAPS.   And I  be l ieve the  Div is ional  Commissioner  d id go 

and test i fy  in  the  commit tee.   And he expla ined i t  expl ic i t l y  

that  they went  through the processes and th is  th ing was 

awarded to Mr Mat la la .    

 Commissioners,  another  th ing that  is  very much 20 

crucia l  and impor tant ,  dur ing the process of  handl ing,  th is  

process is  handled by the SAP S Div is ion,  and I  have no 

knowledge of  of f ic ia l  SAPS of f ic ia ls  s i t t ing wi th in the b id 

adjudicat ion commit tee that  a re deal ing wi th th is  p rocessing  

of  th is  cont ract .   And a lso,  any o ther  commit tee members 
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that  a re seated there.    

 A l l  o f f ic ia ls  that  are par t ic ipat ing in  these 

commit tees are appointed by the Nat ional  Commissioner of  

the South Af r ican Pol ice Serv ices.   The people that  deal  

wi th  these b ig tenders and everyth ing is  done at  head of f ice 

and may not  have got  no bear ing  in  the deal ings of  the 

Nat ional  Commissioner 's  I  have got  a bear ing  in  the 

deal ings of  KwaZulu -Nata l ,  DPCI .    

 And then as I  have ind icated in  my openings,  

Commissioners,  I  report  to  the  Nat ional  Head of  the 10 

Di rectorate.   So,  I  therefore never received a k ickback of  

any k ind,  d i rect ly  or  ind i rect ly ,  f rom Mr Mat la la  for  h is  

secur ing of  the tender.   In  re lat ion to the purchase orders,  I  

must  d isc lose tha t  on the 15 t h  o f  Apr i l  2025,  I  accompanied 

Mr Mat la la  to  a meet ing held between h imsel f  and Lt -Gen 

Mkhwanazi .    

 The meet ing was organised by the  former Min ister ,  

General  Cele ,  who was not  p resent  on the day.   Mr Mat la la  

has requested me that  I  accompany h im for  the moral  

support  as he was not  comfor table  to  meet  wi th the General  20 

a lone.   So,  the meet ing was held at  the apartment  in  the 

Pel l 's  Umshangau Hote l [? ] .   P resumably,  I  am jus t  asking 

for  your  pardon because I  use th is  word that  I  do not  l ike,  

but  I  d id  not  do an invest igat ion,  but  I  be l ieve that  

apartment  is  that  of  the General  Mkhwanazi .    
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 Upon arr iva l ,  we sat  in  the l iv ing  room area.   We 

had conversat ions of  a  genera l  nature short l y  thereaf ter ,  Mr  

Mat la la  and Lt -Gen Mkhwanazi  began thei r  d iscuss ions on 

the issues of  the  payments.   I  am not  pr ivy to  a l l  that  was 

d iscussed as I  was moving between the l iv ing area and the  

k i tchen.   My knowledge,  however,  in  terms of  my 

recol lect ion,  is  that  the General  agreed to assist  Mr Mat la la  

to  get  the purchase orders f rom head of f ice.    

 And then Lt -Gen Nkhuoa was the,  what  you cal l ,  the  

end user  of  the serv ices of  th is  tender.   And he spoke about  10 

Lt -Gen Nkhuoa’s  rumours that  she owns propert ies beyond 

her  af fordabi l i t y ,  which might  amount  to  cor rupt ion.   And he 

a lso of fe red,  there I  heard that  he a lso of fe red to ho ld,  i t  is 

the f i rs t  t ime I  heard about  the invest igat ion  against  

Mat la la ,  that  to  of fer  a l legat ions of  a t tempted murder 

against  Mr Mat la la  for  Tebogo Thobejane in  exchange of  

in format ion in  re lat ion to Lt -Gen Sib iya in  that  meet ing.    

 Commissioners,  in  a process there,  the Genera l  

o f fered me some dr inks there.   You see,  there is  a lounge 

there,  then you go out ,  you come th is  s ide,  there is  a 20 

k i tchen,  there is  some sor t  o f  l iquor  that  was p laced there.   

I  was dr ink ing,  he of fered me and I  drank.   I t  was af ter  

hours,  I  drank,  because I  am dr ink ing.   Yes,  I  was moving 

up and down.    

 I  am aware that  I  might  be requi red to say,  but  you 
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must  a lso remember th is .   I f  I  do not  remember,  

unfor tunate ly,  but  I  was dr ink ing that  day,  moving up and 

down.   And consequent ly ,  the meet ing  -  consequent  to  the 

meet ing above,  on the 26 t h  o f  November  2025,  I  received a 

ser ies of  threatening WhatsApp f rom Lt -Gen Mkhwanazi .   I  

th ink they are being at tached as per  S4.    

 I  was sent  th is  chat  in  response to Mr Mat la la 's  

appearance before the Ad-Hoc Commit tee on the 26 t h  and  

27 t h  o f  November.   These messages,  they appear 

threatening to me,  they are th reatening to me,  and Mr  10 

Mat la la ,  and amounts to  in t imidat ion.   I  wi l l  take the  

Commission th rough these messages to r ing my test imony 

on the  day.   Aside f rom at tending the meet ing of  the 15 t h ,  

2025,  I  deny any assistance to Mr Mat la la .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sorry,  Maj -Gen,  th is  i s  the  day.   So,  do 

you want  to  go to  the messages now,  or  do you want  to  go 

there la ter?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Maybe we might  go la ter ,  or  now,  I  do  

not  know what  th is  Commission has to say.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    This is  your  opportuni ty  now to g ive 20 

your vers ion,  so.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am aware  i t  is  my opportun i ty ,  but  I  

have not  yet  conc luded.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You have not  yet?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Concluded my test imony.    
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Sure.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sure.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Maybe before I  c lose,  I  might  go 

there.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Unless the  Commissioner say,  do i t  

now.   No,  you are  moving on to a d i f ferent  top ic,  and that  is  

why I  am asking,  do you want  to  go there now?  I f  you say 

you wi l l  come before you conclude,  that  is  f ine.  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  i f  you ins ist ,  le t  us go there.   I t  

should be S4.   Thank you,  Commissioners.   You wi l l  see 

there were messages sent  to  me on 18 :31 and 18:53,  and 

th is  message were automat ica l ly  deleted,  were dele ted,  l i ke  

not  wi th  th is  th ing,  that  d isappear ing message,  but  I  send 

you a message and I  de lete i t  physica l l y  there.   

Unfor tunate ly,  I  was unable to  capture what  was said there,  

but  maybe I  must  read i t  on record,  but  I  am af ra id to  l i s t  

names.   I  therefore request  that  …[intervenes]  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Before you do that ,  I  am looking for  20 

the date.   I  s t rugg le to  f ind that  date of  26 November  2025.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I f  I  can present  my phone,  i t  wi l l  show 

that ,  my work phone.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  am sorry,  General ,  I  meant  on th is  

document .   
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  but  when you do that ,  when you 

screenshot  i t  and do something,  somet imes i t  does not  

appear,  but  I  can help because I  saved i t .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  am wi th you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  can assist  you wi th th is  gadget  that  

the SAPS has provided me wi th.   I t  was  -  can I  look at  i t?  

Am I  a l lowed Commissioner?  Okay.   Oh,  shucks.   Did you 

get  i t?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Chai r ,  the request  is  that  in  th is  text  

that  i s  sent  by  Lt -Gen Mkhwanazi ,  there is  reference to 10 

other  th i rd par t ies '  names,  and the request  is  to  not  ment ion 

those names,  and I  see no problem in that  i f  we do not  

ment ion those names in  publ ic .   

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  the names wi thout  except ion,  

because,  for  example,  one name ment ioned is  actual ly  in  

the statement .   In  fact ,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  I  th ink that  there are names that  

are not  in  the statement ,  so i t  is  the names that  are not  

a l ready covered in  the wr i t ten statement  by the wi tness.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ms Maf isa ,  do you want  to ,  p lease?  I  20 

th ink perhaps tha t  tomorrow you should just  s i t  there rather  

than th is  up and down,  because even i f  you are there,  you 

are not  real l y  ta lk ing to the wi tness,  so I  do not  th ink the  

proximi ty  assists in  any way.   

MS MAFISA :    Chai r ,  perhaps maybe af te r  the lunch 
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ad journment ,  I  w i l l  just  b r ing my f i les here and s i t  here.   

Thank you,  Chai rperson,  thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  was ra is ing the point  about  the  names 

not  being ment ioned.  

MS MAFISA :    Yes.   

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am looking at  th is  annexure,  and I  am 

looking a lso at  the statement ,  and I  see that  there are some 

names that  are ment ioned in  both documents,  and a t  least  I  

do see one.   

MS MAFISA :    Yes.   10 

CHAIRPERSON :    So is  the point  you made to your 

co l league,  Ms Hassim,  does i t  apply to  a l l  the names or  just  

some of  them?  

MS MAFISA :    So just  some of  the names.   So,  the names 

that  have a l ready been ment ioned wi th in the statement ,  as  

wel l  as in  Maj -Gen Senona 's test imony,  that  can be 

ment ioned.   However,  there is  one par t icu la r  name in that  

WhatsApp chat ,  or  rather  in  that  screenshot ,  that  we have 

not  inc luded in  the test imony,  in  h is  statement ,  ra ther .  

CHAIRPERSON :    There is  one name,  another  one now,  that  20 

I  see,  reading too  many statements ,  one gets confused.  

MS MAFISA :    Yes.   

CHAIRPERSON :    I  see a second name.   I  remember  seeing 

i t  when I  was prepar ing on Sunday.   Now I  am not  sure  

whether  i t  was in  the General  Senona 's statement ,  or  in  
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another  statement .   Let  me do what  the Amer icans do.   Let  

me ask counsel  to  come forward.   I  wi l l  just  show you the 

name here.   Thank you,  Ms Maf isa.   This was a usefu l  

exerc ise.   So,  i t  turns out  that  the other  name I  was 

ment ion ing can a lso be ment ioned.  

MS MAFISA :    Yes.   

CHAIRPERSON :    But  now,  I  am not  sure whether  the 

General  is  aware which name is  going to be le f t  out .    

MS MAFISA :    Perhaps maybe my at torney can ass ist  Maj -

Gen Senona?  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Perhaps,  I  t rust  you are a  - I  a lmost  sa id 

of f icer  of  the court .   You are not  a court .   Maybe,  but  just  

whisper to  the General  which name to,  or  not  to .  

MS MAFISA :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Chai r ,  whi le  my col league does that ,  

may I  p lease request ,  request  our  team not  to  f l igh t ,  not  to  

pro ject  that  annexure,  because i t  is  not  appropr ia te ly  

redacted.   

CHAIRPERSON :    That  i s  a very long d iscussion now.   I  

thought  i t  was just  ment ion ing to the wi tness which name 20 

not  to  d ivu lge.   Is  i t  done,  Ms Maf isa?  

MS MAFISA :    Unfor tunate ly,  Chai rperson,  there is  a 

par t icu lar  paragraph,  actual ly ,  that  should a lso not  be read 

out  loud for  safety reasons.   

CHAIRPERSON :    May we …[intervenes]  
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MS MAFISA :    So,  I  d id  omi t  to  speci fy .   

CHAIRPERSON :    May we just  leave th is  ent i re  annexure 

unt i l  la ter?  

MS MAFISA :    P lease,  Chai rperson,  thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    So that  whatever  i s  done,  when i t  is  

done,  i t  is  s t ructured.   

MS MAFISA :    Yes,  that  would assist  us,  thank you.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Cha i r .   

CHAIRPERSON :    P lease cont inue,  General .   Let  us  sk ip  10 

deal ing speci f ica l l y  wi th  these texts  or  chats.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   I  was 

saying,  as ide f rom at tending the 15 t h  o f  Apr i l  2025,  I  deny 

any assistance of  Mr Mat la la  fo r  the payment  of  h is  invoices 

for  the Medicare  tender.   The message exchanges between 

Mr Mat la la  and mysel f  dated 15 January is  not  proof  of  the 

aforesaid as a l leged by Wi tness X  in  her  statement .   As 

previously stated,  I  was pr ivy to  Mr  Mat la la 's  s t ruggles wi th  

payments and purchase orders.    

 This i s  merely another  occasions where Mr Mat la la  20 

was opening up to me regard ing h is st ruggles.   This is  

normal  between f r iends,  and i t  took p lace again  in  our  

WhatsApp exchanges of  13 May 2025.   Regarding the  

message of  the 14 Apr i l  2025,  which reads :  

“Oh, Nduna,  p lease do not  forget  to  ask 
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our  b rother  about  the lady who is  s ta r ing 

problems. ”  

Here,  I  a lso ut i l i se th is  name,  th is  word assume that  I  do 

not  want  to ,  but  I  assume that  i t  may have been concern ing 

the Medicare24 tender and h is issues are wi th  Lt -Gen 

Nkhuoa.   I  unfor tunate ly do not  have the best  recol lect ion 

regard ing h is message.   I  re i te rate,  however,  that  I  have 

never assisted Mr  Mat la la  in  the payment  of  h is  invoices or  

have ever  shown quest ionable concerns over  h is  tender or  

payments.    10 

 Concern ing the  5 March WhatsApp message 

exchange,  I  was merely checking in  on a f r iend.   I  wi l l  admi t  

that  the News24 ar t i c le  concerned me as a l legat ions were  

d isturb ing.   I  d iscussed the a l legat ions wi th Mr Mat la la  

te lephonical l y  and grew wary of  h is  innocence.   Def in i te ly ,  

th is  th ing p layed a par t  in  me cu lminat ing the dec is ion to 

star t  to  move away.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Wary or  weary? 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  know the pronunciat ion,  

Commissioner,  I  sa id wary,  but  I  do not  know is  i t  wary or  20 

weary.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Perhaps le t  me ask what  you in tended.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Disturb ing.   Some sor t  o f  d is tu rb ing.   

I t  d id  not  s i t  wel l .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.   Thank you,  General .   Thank you.  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thanks,  Commissioner.   So,  th is  

def in i te ly  p layed a par t  in  my culminat ing decis ion  to star t  

to  ref rame,  you know,  moving away f rom Mr  Mat la la  

gradual ly .   You know,  you do not  just  cut  re lat ionship 

abrupt ly .   So,  gradual ly  I  decided to not  in te ract  wi th  h im as 

previously we d id.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sorry,  Maj -Gen.   You say th is  de f in i te ly  

p layed a par t  in  my culminat ing decis ion to cut  a l l  contact .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  I  must  say s ince he was 

ar rested,  I  cut .   I  have never even v is i ted h im to pr ison.   I  10 

have never even t r ied to access h im through a th i rd -par ty 

person or  whatever .   I  just  cut .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    A f ter  h is  arrest .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    When he was,  I  saw i t  on the news he 

was ar rested and then I  just  cut .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Right ,  but  up unt i l  that  point  you 

cont inued to have contact  wi th  h im.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Look,  up unt i l  that  point ,  he  wi l l  ca l l  

me,  I  wi l l  ca l l  h im,  but  my way o f  ta lk ing to h im was very 

wary s ince I  saw th is  ar t i c le  because I  asked h im about  i t .   20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    S ince 5 March?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  I  s tar ted to become worr ied 

about  h is  conduct .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  your  contact  wi th  h im,  you cut  

contact  wi th  h im because he was arrested.  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  d id .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  -  le t  me f in ish my quest ion.   But  you 

cont inued to have contact  wi th  h im unt i l  the day he was 

ar rested,  but  you say your contact  was now very,  wi th  

caut ion.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Maybe,  yes,  i t  was caut ion.   

Caut ionary,  you are hundred percent .   So,  i t  was 

caut ionary,  but  af ter  h is  a rrest ,  I  cu t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and you say you d iscussed the  

a l legat ions wi th Mr Ma t la la.   When d id you d iscuss those 10 

a l legat ions wi th h im?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  wi l l  have to ref resh my mind af te r  I  

have said th is .   Immediate ly af te r  I  sent  h im th is  th ing,  we 

were on cal l s .   I  was te l l ing h im,  you know,  th is  th ing,  why 

are you doing th is?  Whereas th is  company's yours .   What  

is  the problem now?  Why are there changes a l l  o f  a  sudden 

of  these th ings?  You know,  those types of  quest ions  you 

ask your brother .    

 And then,  you star ted to become worr ied.   I  to ld  

h im,  I  s ta r ted to become worr ied that  th is  th ing,  why are you 20 

changing?  I  th ink th is  th ing is  the changing of  the 

d i rectorship  of  h is  company.   That  is  the  th ing that  s ta r ted  

to worry.   I f  you have a cont ract  wi th ,  such a b ig cont ract ,  

and then you decide to change the d i rectorship,  what  is  the  

cause of  that?  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    And i t  was because of  that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    That  is  where I  became caut ionary 

and star ted to say,  hey,  move here.   I  need to star t  to  

reverse.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  I  get  that .   And just ,  again,  to  

conf i rm,  because you do say i t ,  but  just  to  conf i rm,  i t  was 

that  media ar t ic le  that  made you concerned?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  made me very much concerned,  

yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Right ,  thank you.   10 

CHAIRPERSON :    And you a lso say,  General ,  you grew 

wary of  h is  innocence.   Do you mean h is c la ims that  he was 

innocent ,  or  what  do you mean by that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Come again,  Commissioner?  

CHAIRPERSON :    You say you grew wary of  h is  innocence.   

What  do you mean by that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  was worr ied  about  h im changing the  

d i rectorship.   Why,  why?  Why do you change the  

d i rectorship?  

CHAIRPERSON :    My focus is  on innocence.   What  do you 20 

mean by that  par t  o f  the statement?  Do you see,  th is  i s  72,  

one,  two,  three,  four th l ine.   You grew wary  of  h is  

innocence.   Do you mean innocence,  or  h is  c la ims of  

innocence?  What  do you mean?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  because that  ar t i c le  
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ta lks about  f raud.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Fraudulent ly  obta ined tender.   That  is  

what  prompted me to grow wary of  h is  innocent  ar t ic le .   

Then i t  d is tu rbed me,  and d isturbed my  …[intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    My focus is  just  on the language.   I  want  

you to p lease expla in the language.   What  do  you mean by 

what  you say there?  I t  is  not  a complex.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  d is turbed me,  Commissioner,  

regard ing that  you got  the tender  st ra ight ,  but  why,  why,  10 

why th is  changing of  the d i rectorship?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay,  I  wi l l  leave i t .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   As I  

ind icated,  I  d iscussed these a l legat ions wi th Mr Mat la la  

te lephonical l y ,  and of  course,  the word that  is  g iv ing us  

some l i t t le  b i t  o f  a  chal lenge,  wary  of  h is  innocence.   You 

know,  th is  def in i te ly  p layed a par t  in  cu lminat ing my 

decis ion.   I  want  to  go now to quest ion 6,  Commissioners.   20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Go ahead.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Quest ion 6,  message on the 6 t h  o f  

March 2025,  regard ing General  Mkhwanazi .   Mr Mat la la  and 

mysel f  f requent ly  converse about  cur rent  af fa i rs .   This 

message is  noth ing more than two f r iends shar ing  news 
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c l ips,  a r t ic les about  mat ters in  the media,  l i ke we were  

shar ing that  other  one,  and now here,  i t  is  ev idence that  on  

the 29 t h  o f  Apr i l ,  there was a message that  he a lso sent  to  

me that  was on the news,  accord ing to h im,  and then he 

forwarded me the message and everyth ing,  and then I ,  

for tunate ly,  I  d id  my response I  cannot  recal l ,  maybe,  i f  I  

am al lowed to check i f  when I  sent  h im th is  th ing,  he  d id 

respond or  what ,  but  I  do not  remember h im responding,  o r  

us having a ca l l .   Somet imes,  you wi l l  send a message to a 

person,  and then he does not  read or  respond.    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    What  was i t?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am also doing that .   

CHAIRPERSON :    What  was i t  about ,  General?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    This is  a  c l ip ,  is  where General  

Mkhwanazi ,  a f ter  he presented in  Par l iament ,  and then he 

addressed the media.   The NCA,  he addressed the media  

there that  he d id not  apply for  the Hawkshead because i t  is 

not  going to benef i t  h im.   The type of  a media br ie f ing 

statement  is  just  a  p ic ture of  h im and th is  narrat ive there,  of  

which we just  share th ings,  because a lo t  o f  people ,  I  must  20 

say,  admired General  Mkhwanazi  and mysel f .    

 When th ings were happening,  the count ry was 

saying,  hey,  KZN is  doing the r ight  th ing whi le  we were  

f ight ing stubborn  cr imes in  the prov ince together ,  par tner ing 

together ,  apply ing the in tegrated approach,  and the people 
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were saying,  hey,  you and h im,  General  Mkhwanazi ,  a re  

work ing very c lose and n ice ly.   They had thei r  own wishes,  

people.   So somet imes,  you wi l l  share cer ta in th ings wi th 

people to  say,  e ish,  I  saw a wish,  but  unfor tunate ly,  some of  

the wishes does not  come t rue.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  you may cont inue,  General .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   Then 

next  quest ion is  forward of  Esmael  Malude,  Rasmos 

Nangy’s aff idavi t .   Yes,  indeed,  I  agree,  I  d id  forward th is  

one to Mr Mat la la .   The main reason is  that ,  le t  me f i rs t  10 

star t  by saying,  has been leaked to the media.   This ar t i c le  

was leaked in  the media on the 10 t h  o f  March 2025,  and I  

d id  send i t  on the  same day.    

 And when I  forward sent  to  Mr Mat la la ,  I  a lso have 

at tached the News24 ar t ic le  ev idence and the aforesaid 

Annexure S5.   I  therefore deny a l legat ions that  I  may have 

leaked sensi t i ve  and /or  conf ident ia l  –  and/or  c lassi f ied 

in format ion to Mr Mat la la .   I  merely  send i t  to  Mr Mat la la  to  

warn h im,  as th is  gent leman,  Mr Nangy,  we as the province,  

my of f i ce has ar rested and charged h im for  k idnapping,  20 

at tempted murder ,  and extor t ion of  a  businessman where a  

ransom of  R35 mi l l ion was demanded.    

 So,  to  e laborate  fur ther  on th is  one,  the only th ing  

here,  I  be l ieve I  was comply ing w i th the sor t  o f  p roact ive 

pol ic ing because when you look at  the statement  of ,  that  
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s tatement  of  Mr Nangy,  the address,  i t  shows Midst ream, 

Midst ream Centur ion.   And I  am aware that  Mr Mat la la  i s  

s tay ing in  Midst ream Centur ion.    

 Here I  was say ing to the brother ,  be carefu l ,  

because there is  a person of  th is  character  in  your  v ic in i ty  

whom we have charged wi th regard to these charges.   Be 

carefu l  you,  your  k ids,  and your wi fe as you are moving 

around.   And eventual ly ,  that  is  what  I  was doing to h im.   

And i f  you look in to sect ion 205 of  the const i tu t ion,  i t  says :  

“The SAPS is  responsib le to  prevent ,  10 

combat ,  and invest igate cr ime. ”  

One of  the th ings there.   The others is  the issue of  the 

secur i t y  of  the count ry and so fo r th,  that  l ine.   And then 

when you look in to the st rategies of  the pol ice,  we are  

requi red to do proact ive pol ic ing somet imes to  prevent  

possib le cr imes that  might  happen because of  th is  character  

of  th is  person.   So,  I  was just  p roact ive ly warn ing  h im,  be  

carefu l .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    We wi l l  re turn to  th is ,  but  for  now  

…[intervenes]  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  know you wi l l  re turn I  just  want  you to  

c la r i fy .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sure,  I  have a  c lar i f icat ion as wel l ,  but  

go f i rs t ,  Commissioner.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    So,  I  just  want  to  understand you,  I  
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th ink ear l ie r  on you spoke about  you genera l ly  d iscussed 

current  af fa i rs .   So,  I  just  want  to  understand which par ts 

are cur rent  af fa i rs  and which par ts are proact ive pol ic ing.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Look,  th is  was a lso a current  af fa i r  on  

the media.   However,  th is  one had an addi t ional  th ing that  I  

was t ry ing to warn h im about  a  person of  th is  character  that  

we have addressed in  re lat ion to k idnapping of  ransom.  I t  

was on the news,  we d id share,  i t  is  a lso par t  and parcel  o f  

current  af fa i rs  Commissioners.   However,  to  a fur ther  

extent ,  I  was just  h ighl ight ing th is ,  that  be carefu l .    10 

 I t  is  l ike i f  I  know where the Commissioner i s  

s tay ing,  there  is  a correct ,  and then we are c lose,  we are 

f r iends.   I  wi l l  warn h im,  look at  th is  complex of  yours  they 

are jamming the cars th is  way,  th is  way.   Be carefu l  when 

you go there,  when you lock the car ,  make sure you test  the  

car  is  locked before you go in to.   That  i s  the idea,  that  is  

what  i s  happening here.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   Yes,  Ms Hassim.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thanks,  Commissioner.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  so th is  is  what  you do,  is  you warn 20 

people.   I  mean,  th is  i s ,  I  th ink the example you just  gave to 

Commissioner  Ba loy i  is  a lso d i f ferent .   You might  say,  be  

carefu l  because th is  type of  cr ime is  happening in  your  

area,  but  what  you d id here was you gave Mr Mat la la  deta i l s  

of  the a l leged cr imes and what  Mr Nangy was being 
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invest igated fo r .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Is  that  not  so?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  you see,  when you look at  the 

document  that  you gave us,  Commissioners,  I  saw an 

af f idavi t  o f  Nangy and the address.   He was the sub ject  of  

invest igat ion,  and he is  s t i l l  the head of f icer  has taken over  

that  invest igat ion of  the k idnapping.   Now,  what  i s  

happening is  that  you,  when I  p icked up that ,  I  just  sent  i t  to  

h im and these people,  I  be l ieve that  they are  -  somebody 10 

might  have put  th is  th ing on the publ ic  domain  because you 

wi l l  see there was a lso h igh court  papers that  they wanted 

to sue the pol ice and everyth ing are there.   So,  i t  is  not  the  

th ings that  are wi th in my of f ice or  whatever ,  i t  is  th ings that  

were there in  the publ ic  domain,  I  just  sent  the th ing  there.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  but  you say i t  was to  warn h im 

because th is  ind iv idual  had been ar rested fo r  very  ser ious 

cr imes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    And he was out  by then,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And yes,  by now he is  out ,  but  when,  20 

you only fo rwarded th is  to  h im on the 10 t h  o f  March af ter  he  

was re leased.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    He was re leased  …[intervenes]  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  when was he,  but  you knew about 

th is  before the 10 t h  o f  March.   
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Which?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    This par t icu la r  ind iv idual  and the 

invest igat ion in to  th is  ind iv idual  and the ar rest  of  th is  

ind iv idual .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  knew about  the ar rest ,  I  knew about  

the case when i t  was wi thdrawn in  court  in  January,  but ,  

sorry,  the address of  h im,  I  was not  aware of  h is  address.   I  

p icked i t  up when I  was reading that  ar t i c le  then I  sa id,  

e ish,  by the way,  then I  sent  i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And that  i s  when you then sent  the 10 

in format ion to Mr Mat la la to  say …[intervenes]  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Because i t  was …[ intervenes]  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Here is  the af f idavi t .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  i t  was there on the publ ic  

domain,  that  is  why I  sent  i t .   I  must  te l l  the Commissioners  

that  I  wi l l  never  take in format ion  of  the pol ice that  is  in  

custody of  the po l ice and share i t  wi th  any other  person.   I  

wi l l  never  do tha t .   I t  is  not  cor rect  to  do that ,  and I  wi l l  

never  do that .   When I  took of f ice,  I  s igned an oath .   I  wi l l  

never  do that .   When I  jo ined the pol ice,  I  s igned an oath.   I  20 

wi l l  never  do that .   I  have never done i t ,  i t  is  not  going to 

happen,  and i t  wi l l  never  happen up unt i l ,  even i f  I  d ie ,  I  am 

able to  do i t  in  the grave.   I t  wi l l  never  happen.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  you d id share th is  wi th Mr Mat la la?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    This one,  I  shared i t  because i t  was 
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in  the publ ic  domain.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Because there was a media ar t ic le  

a l ready?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  i t  was there on the media.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  I  understand.   So,  we wi l l  come 

back to th is .   I  just  want  to  make sure we get  your  

…[intervenes]  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  I  provided the answers.  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Can we jus t  c la r i fy ,  what  was shared 

exact ly?  Was i t  the newspaper  ar t ic le  or  the af f idavi t  

a t tached?  I  am just  not  c lear  what  General  shared wi th Mr  

Mat la la .   I f  you can just  c lar i f y  that .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  that  document  was a  

b i t  b ig .   I  sent  i t  through the,  i t  is  a  newspaper.   I  th ink i t  is  

an ar t i c le  that  was there.   I  th ink these people presented i t  

somewhere and then i t  was leaked in to the media.   When 

you open i t ,  you wi l l  see an af f idavi t  and everyth ing.   I  just  

sent  i t ,  just  to  sensi t i se th is  one.   And fu r ther  to  tha t ,  there 20 

is  another  one to show that  i t  is  them who leaked th is  th ing 

on the news.    

 The other  person who was arrested wi th them, he 

went  and he was in terv iewed in  Mpumalanga th rough a  

local ,  what  you cal l ,  rad io stat ion there.   And he a lso,  h is  
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s tatement ,  he a lso publ ished i t  there.   One of  the accused 

persons on th is  th ing.   So,  these th ings,  they were 

publ ished by them there.   I  mean,  I  just  forwarded i t .   I  d id  

not  take i t  for  -  when you look a lso  at  the case number that  

is  depicted there,  there is  a date stamp of  the pol ice.    

 There is  a case number that  i s  dep icted there.   And 

then when I  look at  the date stamp,  i t  ta lks about  Bedford  

V iew,  something l ike that .   So,  you saw that .   Now,  i f  you 

saw that ,  i t  is  good.   Bedford V iew is  where?  There is  no 

Bedford V iew in KwaZulu -Nata.   Bedford V iew is  here in  10 

Gauteng.   This General  Senona does not  have access in  

those cases in  order  for  h im to leak in format ion as i t  is  

a l leged here.   I  do not  have access.   My prof i le  on  the 

access of  the cases is  l imi ted to KwaZulu -Nata.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    The annexure,  Commissioner Khumalo ,  

is  in  EXHIBIT BUNDLE 1 at  page 65,  and i t  is  about  220 

pages long.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    And a lso,  I  be l ieve that  i f  you look at  

the document ,  there were people l ike General  Mk hwanazi .   

Let  me rather  not  ment ion  a lo t  o f  names.   There were 20 

pol ice of f ic ia ls  there.   I  th ink f ive of  them, i f  not  four ,  who 

are l is ted in  the h igh court  appl icat ions,  and a l l  those th ings 

were at tached there.   So,  someone,  somewhere,  somehow,  

might  have leaked th is  th ing that  we came in to  see,  and 

then I  d id  send that  th ing.    
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 I  must  te l l  you that  there is  a h igh  court  appl icat ion  

against  the pol ice by these ind iv iduals.   There is  a c iv i l  

case that  is  underway as we speak here,  and then I  am just  

wor r ied,  Commiss ioners,  that  I  do not  want  to  e laborate too  

much on these th ings,  but  I  am not  l is ted on the issue of  the  

c iv i l  c la im of  these th ings.   Other  people are l i s ted there.   

Thank you,  Commissioners.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  mean,  we wi l l  re turn to  th is ,  but  is 

there anyth ing e lse you want  to  say about ,  f rom your  

perspect ive,  about  th is  par t icu la r  inc ident ,  th is  10 

invest igat ion?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Which invest igat ion?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Against  th is  ind iv idual ,  your  paragraph 

74 and 75.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  sa id head of f i ce,  the DPCI,  took 

over  the invest igat ion.   Af ter  i t  was in  March,  they took the  

ent i re  case documents and everyth ing.   So,  they are  

cont inu ing wi th the invest igat ion wi th an understanding that  

they want  to  p lace i t  back on the court  ro l l ,  because i t  was 

wi thdrawn due to cer ta in technica l i t ies.  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    You do not  wish  to expand on tha t?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  p lease.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    This was an invest igat ion that  was 

under your command.   Is  that  not  so?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    As the provinc ia l  head,  yes.   
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    And you know the organigram of  the  

Hawks at  the province  i t  is  a  genera l .   General  does not  

necessar i ly  read dockets.   I t  is  a  s t rategic posi t ion  i f  I  may 

say so.   But  i t  is .   And then you have br igadiers.   I  have f i ve  

br igadiers under me.   And then one colonel .   One br igadier  

deal  wi th  ser ious organised cr ime.   Another  one,  ser ious 

Commission.    

 Another  one,  ser ious cor rupt ion.   Another  one,  

pr ior i t y  c r ime specia l i sed invest igat ion.   And then another  10 

one is  corporate support  serv ices.   And then a co lonel  who 

is  deal ing wi th pr ior i t y  c r ime management  cent re.   So,  these 

people,  they are responsib le to  deal  wi th  operat ions at  the  

uni t  level  where we have colonels who are leading the uni ts .   

And under the colonels,  you have Lt -Col ’ s  who are team 

leaders,  who are  supposed to  g ive  inst ruct ions and g ive 

guidance in to th is  docket .   So ,  main ly ,  I  s i t  a t  the st rategic  

posi t ion.   Thank you,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    This was an operat ion under your  

command,  yes?  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  was,  the  invest igat ions was wi th in  

my of f ice,  but  component ,  ser ious organised cr ime.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  but  i t  is  under your  -  you have 

a l ready said that .   So,  we wi l l  come back to  i t .   I  just  

wanted to g ive you an opportuni ty  yoursel f  i f  you wish to  
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say something more.   You can cont inue.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Quest ion 8.   Message is  to  Mr Mat la la  

dated 24,  25,  24,  Apr i l  2025,  re  Khumalo .   This 

conversat ion between Lt -Gen Khumalo and I  took p lace as I  

was fac i l i ta t ing a  meet ing between h im and a th i rd-par ty  

concern ing mat ter  under h is  d iv is ion.   L t -Gen Khumalo  can 

at test  to  th is  i f  he is  ca l led to come here.   So,  the  

screenshot  was er roneously  sent  to  the th i rd par ty as  

evidence to fac i l i ta t ing the meet ing.    

 I t  was in tended to be sent  to  the th i rd par ty  10 

because the th i rd par ty was concerned that  when am I  

tak ing h im or  her  to  that  of f ice  in  order  to  lodge h is  

compla int .   Now,  th is  screenshot  was er roneously sent  to  

Mat la la,  and I  proceeded to ca l l  h im at  10 :30 af te r  I  sent  

th is  to  say,  Mr Mat la la ,  that  th ing was sent  to  you by 

mistake.    

 So p lease do not  enter ta in or  consider  i t .   I  d id  

that .   But  here,  th is  i s  a cr i t i ca l  in fo rmat ion that  th is  th i rd  

par ty was supposed to g ive to Lt -Gen Khumalo,  and i t  

involves h is of f ice.   So,  i t  is  not  wi th in my area of  20 

responsib i l i t y .   So,  I  took th is  person,  th is  th i rd par ty there 

and the th i rd par ty was in terv iewed by General  Khumalo  and 

then I  le f t  i t .   I  le f t  i t  there.    

 I  never even enqui red about  any progress because 

i t  was wi th in h is  space of  respons ib i l i ty .   The next  one is  
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quest ion 9.   Contact  deta i ls  of  Mr Cele,  14 May 2025.   Yes,  

indeed,  Mr Mat la la  requested me the te lephone number of  

the former Min ister ,  General  Cele .   I t  is  a  common pract ise 

that  he was having the contact  deta i ls  of  General  Cele .   He 

to ld me,  I  do not  know what  happened to my phone.    

 I  do not  have th is  number.   Innocent ly ,  I  sent  i t .   I  

d id  not  even ask quest ions because I  knew they were 

ta lk ing.   I  knew he was ta lk ing to the Min ister .   So,  I  sent  i t  

and then I  d id  no t  see anyth ing wrong in  that ,  and I  d id  not  

ask why,  what  are the reasons you are looking for  these 10 

contact  deta i l s .   I  th ink now I  want  to  go to quest ion 10.   

The Port  Shepstone  drug thef t .    

 Commissioners,  on the 22 n d  o f  June 2021,  a capta in  

f rom cr ime in te l l igence,  border  secur i ty ,  our  of f ice is  in  

Durban,  regard ing a drug - re lated in format ion.   The 

in format ion re lated to the a l leged t ransshipment  of  

suspected cocaine wi th a conta iner  at  the Is ip ingo depot .   

Is ip ingo is  not  far  f rom the harbour.   I t  is  just  a  short  

d is tance.    

 In format ion was of  an exigency nature and 20 

members of  my of f ice together  wi th  ORS,  ORS is the  border  

pol i c ing,  that  a re posted there at  the harbour.   They 

proceeded to the depot  to  inspect  the conta iner .   

Warehouse secur i ty  and staf f  were a lso present  for  the 

inspect ions.   Upon inspect ions,  the team discovered 27 
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canvas bags were  found wi th in the conta iner .    

 Each bag conta ins around 20 br icks of  cocaine,  

each br ick weighing one k i logramme.   The br icks of  cocaine 

were wrapped in  a b lack and yel low p last ic  detonat ing the  

TikTok and Jaquan logos.   The tota l  mass of  the  br icks 

amounted to 541 k i logrammes and a st reet  va lue  of  200 

mi l l ion.   The DPCI members proceeded to Is ip ingo pol ice 

stat ion to book and store the exhib i ts  of  cocaine.    

 They were  in formed that  there was no storage 

space for  the housing of  these exhib i t s .   The DPCI would  10 

have to search the a l ternat ive storage space.   However,  the  

exhib i ts  could not  be booked,  could be booked in to the 

SAP13 register  at  Is ip ingo,  SAPS,  and they s igned them of f  

because the SAP 13 c lerk could not  want  to  take them as a 

resul t  o f  the storage.    

 In  the search of  the storage,  the team responsib le 

for  the seize of  the drugs,  they contacted the Amanzimtot i  

Forensic Serv ice  Laboratory,  where I  put  the mat ter  post  

se ize f i le  under the Detect ive and Div is ion Forensic  Serv ice  

Div is ion.   So,  Colonel  Khuzwayo f rom the sect ion,  the 20 

sect ion head of  chemist ry at  the fo rensic laboratory refused 

to accept  the exhib i t s  as they had no storage space for  

them.    

 One of  the reasons that  you gave is  that  that  p lace 

was f looded previously and then they said they do not  have 
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a  storage fac i l i ty  to  store these drugs.   Normal ly ,  these 

drugs wi l l  be stored at  the fo rensic sc ience laboratory.   

Then,  I  was adv ised by a br igad ier  in  my of f ice who is  

responsib le for  th is  type of  invest igat ions that  there was a 

secure storage fac i l i t y  at  our  of f ices in  Port  Shepstone  

of f ices wi th a storeroom walk in  safe.    

 Safes such as th is  a re d i f f icu l t  to  b reak in to and are  

ideal  for  the storage of  th is  type of  se ize i f  we have th is  

k ind of  chal lenges.   I  then  I  to ld  that  the Port  Shepstone  

of f ices had previously and safe ly stored a large quant i t y  of  10 

Mandrax and hashish compressed dagga.   I  have at tached 

an ar t ic le  on the Mandrax bust  as Annexure S6.   Due to the 

above,  I  agreed that  the exhib i t s  to  be stored at  the Port  

Shepstone of f ices and then I  have in formed my superv isor  

at  that  s tage,  L t -Gen L ibya,  about  the inc ident  and the 

storage.    

 L t -Col  Pr ins loo the uni t  commander of  that  of f ice,  

the act ing actual ly ,  ar ranged for  the exhib i t  to  be stored in  

the storeroom,  walk ing safe,  as ide f rom the uni t  

commander,  on ly Capta in Le Roux,  and Warrant  Of f icer  Van 20 

Loggerenberg and another  one,  a new Warrant  Of f icer  

P ienaar ,  f rom that  of f ice,  knew about  the nature  of  the 

exhib i ts  s to red there.    

 I  want  to  go back to,  or  maybe when I  f in ish at  the  

end,  I  must ,  I  wi l l  ta lk  to  that  S6.   I f  you look at  the S6 
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Commissioners,  you see there are people on that  p ic tu re.   I  

do not  want  to  ca l l  the i r  names.   P lease a l low me.   And then 

i f  you zoom that  p ic ture there at  the back,  you see who is  

there?  This drug bust  took p lace in ,  I  th ink  i t  is  Ju ly 2018,  

and the value of  th is  d rug bust  was R254 mi l l ion,  54 mi l l ion  

over  the one that  was sto len at  our  of f ices.    

 These drugs were stored in  th is  p lace.   This p lace 

is  the same place where these 541 k i lograms  was sto len 

in to.   This is  the  storage fac i l i ty .   When you look at  th is ,  

th is  face is  peop le that  are depic ted in  th is  p ic ture,  i t  is  10 

senior  management .   And th is ,  i t  happened before my t ime.   

But  I  do not  want  to  ta lk  about  the  names of  the  people on 

the p icture,  but  where they are,  where th is  p ic ture has been 

taken is  exact ly  the p lace where these drugs were sto len.    

 I  just  want  to  br ing that  under the  at tent ion of  the  

Commissioners,  because i t  i s  not  the f i rs t  t ime these drugs 

are stored there  unt i l  the invest igat ion is  f ina l ised.   You 

know,  i t  i s  a  p i ty  I  could  not  f ind  another  one for  the  

hashish,  compressed stuf f  that  was a lso p laced here unt i l  

the invest igat ion was f ina l ised.   So,  a l low me to proceed.   I  20 

wanted to ta lk  about  th is ,  maybe of f l ine.   I  wi l l  be  able to  

te l l  you who is  who in  th is  p ic ture ,  the names.   Maybe you 

wi l l  know.   

CHAIRPERSON :    General ,  are you emphasis ing th is  to  te l l  

us that  that  p revious event  o r  s torage gave you a sense of  
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comfor t  that  there would be noth ing the mat ter  i f  you were  

again to  store there?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Hundred percent ,  Commissioner.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  sor ry,  the date you wanted 

to emphasise,  i f  you go to page 102,  because the photo is  

on 101,  and then at  the top of  102,  I  thought  the point  you 

wanted to make was th is  was before your t ime,  and that  

date is  the date that  we see in  l ine  3 on page 102.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    L ine?  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    L ine 3 on page 102.   Do you see the 

top of  the page?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  there  is  one name tha t  is  shot  

here.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And then there is  a date there.   I  

thought  you wanted to emphasise the date and to say th is  

was before your t ime.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  was before my t ime.   I  ind icated i t  

was July 2018.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.   20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioner.   So,  so these 

names that  are appear ing there,  there is  one name sho r t .   I  

am not ,  p lease a l low me not  to  ment ion,  but  you can see i f  

you look deeper there,  the  back on the  p icture  

…[intervenes]  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Sorry,  Maj -Gen,  why do you not  want  to  

ment ion the name?  This  is  a media ar t ic le .   I t  is  avai lab le  

…[intervenes]  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  but  the media  ar t i c le  

Commissioners does not  ta lk  about  th is  other  name that  I  do 

not  want  to  ment ion.   But  i f  I  am compel led,  I  be l ieve a lso I  

wi l l  be protected i f  I  am going to ment ion tha t  name,  

because the Commission,  we must  assist  the Commission,  

and the Commission must  a lso be able to  protect  us.  

CHAIRPERSON :    You are not  suggest ing that  there was 10 

anyth ing improper  about  th is ,  are you?  I  mean,  th is  was the  

storage of  drugs and the p ictu re consent ,  the  fact  that  d rugs 

had been found,  and the people depicted there were there  

because of  the drug past .   Is  that  not  so?  Noth ing improper  

about  i t .   So,  I  guess Ms Hassim's point  is ,  what  is  your  

problem wi th ment ion ing the names,  or  what  is  your  i ssue?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay,  i f  I  am requested to ment ion 

names,  i f  the Commissioners are saying so,  I  wi l l  le t  you do 

so.   

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  is  more want ing to understand why you 20 

do not  want  to  ment ion them, especia l l y  i f  you accept  that  

the context  of  jus t ice cashed is  cor rect .   Do you accept  that  

the context  is  cor rect?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Is  cor rect ,  Commissioners.   Then 

a l low me to ment ion names.  
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CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The people  on the p icture,  101,  you 

wi l l  see on your  far  r ight  is  General  S i tho le ,  the then 

Nat ional  Commission of  Pol ice.   Next  to  General  S i tho le  is  

the Min ister  of  Pol ice,  General  Ce le .   Next  to  General  Cele  

is  the Provincia l  Commissioner o f  KwaZulu-Nata l ,  L t -Gen 

Mkhwanazi .   Next  to  h im is  Lt -Gen L ibya,  the ret i red head of  

the Hawks.   This one,  who is  put t ing a mask over  h im,  can 

determine who is  th is  person.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  thank you.   I  mean,  th is  i s  a good 

news story,  i t  is  not?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Of  course.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  thanks.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Of  course.   Commissioners,  a l l  

access to the f loors where the walk in  safe was s i tuated 

was granted only  to  c leaners,  administ rat i ve personnel  and 

members of  the DPCI work ing at  the of f ices.   A l l  the  safe  

keys were g iven to me wi th the main key.   Look,  those type 

of  safe,  they have a key and a spare key.   For  the purpose 20 

of  safety,  I  took i t  upon mysel f  to  take these keys.    

 I  am having a safe at  my of f ice tha t  not  one person 

wi l l  be able to  remove i t  on h is o r  her  own,  and then I  kept  

those keys locked under that  safe .   And I  a lso,  dur ing that  

person,  I  a lso in formed the DPCI personnel  when I  took up 
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o f f ice and a lso on that  day,  when I  took up of f ice,  you wi l l  

v is i t  a l l  the of f ices,  Commissioners .   And when you v is i t  a l l  

the of f i ces,  you w i l l  a lso g ive your v is ion,  what  is  i t  that  you 

want  to  see and what  i s  i t  that  peop le must  do.    

 Among others,  I  verbal ly  gave th is  task in  that  

of f ices must  be  v is i ted between 18 H00 and 12 o 'c lock  

midnight .   And then another  person must  v is i t  two o 'c lock in  

the morning unt i l  between two and four .   Our members,  they 

wi l l  be p laced on standby.   We s ign  a garage in  author i t y  to  

take the state vehic les to  the i r  premises.   This  is  the 10 

pract ise that  I  was doing whi le  I  was the uni t  commander 

here in  Pretor ia ,  so that  i f  there is  anyth ing that  threatens 

the safety of  our  of f ices and the dockets that  were carry ing  

and so fo r th,  we need to detect  i t  a t  an ear ly  stage.    

 We cannot  say i t  wi l l  never  happen,  but  we need to  

detect  i t  a t  an ear ly  stage.   And then af ter  doing that ,  v is i t  

an OB and to that  ef fect ,  i t  needs to be done.   Must  be 

done.   On the 23 r d  o f  June,  between 08H00 and 15H00,  as 

wel l  as 24 t h  o f  June 2021,  between 08:57 and 14 :10,  the 

invest igat ion of f icer  who was ass igned to invest igate th is  20 

drug bust  came to  my of f ice and he s igned for  one key.   And 

then of  the safe where  the drugs were sto len .   The proof  of  

the of fset  is  at tached here to and marked Annexure  S7.   So,  

the purpose of  me keeping the keys,  I  have a l ready 

expla ined.    
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Sorry,  before you go to that ,  you said 

he took out  one key,  but  in  your  statement ,  you say booked 

out  the safe keys.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  a  typ ing er ror .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So that  i s  incorrect .   You want  to  

change that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  a  typ ing er ror .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  you would l i ke to  change that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Key,  because the other  one was le f t  

wi th  me.  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    So,  they were going there to fe tch,  to 

take some samples,  because dur ing the bust ,  the forensic  

sc ience laboratory to ld us,  and I  know i t  is  af fected,  they do 

not  go out  to  th is  drug bust .   They come out  i f  there is  a 

c landest ine laboratory where the lab is  act ive .   Whether  a 

person is  a rrested or  not ,  they come themselves there.   

They process the cr ime scene.    

 They wear the i r  regal ia  there.   They wi l l  take  

samples.   But  wi th  th is  one,  they d id not .   They say we are  20 

not  coming.   You must  br ing what  you cal l  the samples to us  

for  analys is.   The purpose of  the IO to  get  the keys,  i t  was 

to go there and get  those samples and ensure tha t  these 

th ings are proper ly  sealed in  the seal  bags and everyth ing,  

because I  th ink when they went  to  store these th ings,  i t  was 
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la te in  the af ternoon.    

 So,  I  want  to  ta lk  to  the thef t ,  the actual  thef t .   

A f ter  hours on Sunday,  7 November,  a t  about  10 o 'c lock,  we 

have a capta in there who v is i ted the of f i ce and is  work ing 

there to co l lect  some documents.   And then he not iced,  he 

said he not iced a st range e lect r i c  smel l ,  as i f  wi th in the 

bui ld ing.   He proceeded to check the top of f ices,  accord ing  

to h im.   And he found everyth ing to be involved.  

CHAIRPERSON :    What  does the e lect r ic i t y  smel l  l ike?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Smel l  l i ke e lect r i c  smel l .   You see,  10 

when the cables are coming in to negat ive and posi t i ve,  they 

meet ,  they wi l l  cause a f i re ,  some sor t  o f  spark,  a  f i re ,  and 

then that  k ind of  smel l .   That  is  my understanding,  

Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  and then he le f t ,  and then he 

said he thought  the smel l  was as a  resul t  o f  a  load shedding 

that  was there.   And then around 11,  he le f t .   14H00,  

another  member  came,  and he d id not  smel l  anyth ing 

accord ing to h im.   He proceeded to the of f ice,  and then 20 

wi thout  checking the bot tom sect ion,  and then he le f t .   On 

Monday,  the 8 t h  o f  November 2021,  at  06H00,  the uni t  

commander ar r ived,  and he went  in to h is  of f ices.    

 His of f i ces are on the top.   These safes are on the  

bot tom.   So,  when you go to h is  of f ice,  you do not  need,  
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there is  no way f rom there to go to  h is  of f i ce.   You go f rom 

outs ide,  and then he wi l l  enter  f rom that  s ide.   There are  

sta i rs  that  are going h igher up.   And then he found,  he said  

he found th is  s t range,  as a l l  o f f ices '  l ights are  to  be  

swi tched of f ,  and at  that  t ime,  the l ights were on.    

 And then he said,  on the same day,  there was a  

warrant  of f icer  whose of f ice was broken in to ,  and then he 

establ ished that  h is  of f i ce has been broken in to .   And the 

warrant  of f icer  reported th is  to  the Lt -Col ,  who was the  

act ing uni t  commander.   The Lt -Co l  proceeded to inspect  a l l  10 

the of f ices wi th in  the bui ld ing and found that  the walk  in  

safe has been broken in to.    

 Not  only had i t  been broken in to,  but  th is  is  cocaine 

stored there in  was sto len.   The thef t  was reported  to me,  

and I  in  turn reported  i t  to  the nat ional  head of  the 

d i rectorate,  as wel l  as the  Provincia l  Commission,  and the  

provinc ia l  head o f  cr ime in te l l igence.   Then,  immediate ly,  I  

proceeded to  the  cr ime scene,  Commissioners.   Upon my 

ar r iva l ,  I  observed that  the perpet rators gained ent ry  in to  

the of f i ces by means of  a hardware  next  door.   20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Hardware store .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Hardware  store.   Our of f i ces next  

door,  i t  was a hardware store.   I t  was changed now.   I t  is 

o f f ices  of  another  department .   But  th is  s ide i t  was a  

hardware store.   I t  was c losed and everyth ing.   So,  I  post  
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…[intervenes]  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  the hardware store had an ent rance 

in to your of f ice?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    You say they gained ent ry in to the 

of f ices?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am about  to  expla in that .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    By means of  a hardware store .   Next  

door.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Through the hardware store,  i f  I  can 10 

rephrase that  by means th rough the hardware store.   So,  I  

want  to  now expla in my observat ions in  fu l l .   Maybe i f  I  may 

be a l lowed to do that ,  then I  can respond to c lar i t y  seeking  

quest ions.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  upon my ar r iva l ,  th is  

is  my observat ion .   I  am going to out l ine i t  in  fu l l ,  a l though 

some of  the th ings you wi l l  not  f ind  see them here.   When I  

ar r ived,  I  rea l i sed that  when you are  park ing in  f ront  of  the 

of f ice,  the hardware is  on your le f t .   The chain and the lock  20 

of  the hardware  was broken.   And then,  af ter  that ,  we 

real ised that  the paper …[intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    What  chain is  th is?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  a  chain that  they ut i l ised to lock 

the gate.  
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CHAIRPERSON :    Or gate.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  the main  gate.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  a  th ick chain that  was cut  open 

and so is  the lock.   Then,  f rom my observat ion,  I  could see 

that  the perpet rators of  th is  cr ime entered.   They went  

ins ide the hardware.   From the hardware,  f rom the gate is  

about  maybe 50,  60 metres.   I  do  not  have to exi t  metres  

and then …[intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    To the actual  bu i ld ing?  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ins ide the hardware  yard.   And then, 

there is  a fence,  a wal l  and a  fence.   And then,  they jumped 

through that  fence.   You see,  the fence is  l ike here and then 

our  of f i ces are here.   The hardware is  th is  s ide.   So,  they 

came ins ide here,  they jumped over here and break a  

window here.   

CHAIRPERSON :    The window is  that  the storage fac i l i t y 's  

window?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No.   

CHAIRPERSON :    The hardware window?  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  our  o f f ice 's  window.   An of f ice 

that  is  occupied by one of  our  warrant  of f i cers.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    And in  that  of f ice,  there  was a 

desktop and some other  va luables of  h is  and the pol ice  staf f  
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and cases.   They broke that  window.   And then,  i f  my 

memory serves me wel l ,  I  th ink they were burg lars.   They 

bent  them.  And then,  they came into h is  of f ice.   In  h is  

of f ice,  door was locked.   Then,  they broke the of f i ce door.   

When you go out  of  the of f ice door,  just  two,  th ree steps on 

your le f t ,  there is  a door.   And that  door leads you,  i s  a 

passage i f  you go ins ide there  where there is  th is ,  I  th ink i t  

is  two store rooms,  these safes.   We normal ly  ca l l  them 

store rooms.   And that  type of  a  storeroom, the th ickness of  

the door i s  about  20 mi l l i l i t res.   20 mi l l i l i t res l ike th is .   10 

CHAIRPERSON :    30 mi l l imet res.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   The 

th ickness is  l ike th is .   I t  is  very th ick.   So,  I  have observed 

and establ ished that  here,  the people who came here have 

specia l ised sk i l l s .   They specia l ise in  cut t ing open the safe.   

Because i f  we ta lk  about  the issue of  the loadshedd ing  and 

everyth ing,  they had ample t ime.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Just ,  p lease hold  your thoughts.   You are  

at  the point  where you are ta lk ing  about  the people being  

specia l ised.   I  jus t  want  to  take you back two or  th ree steps.   20 

What  would have necessi ta ted going through the premises 

of  the hardware s tore?  Why would  the people  not  have just  

gone through your own of f ices in  Port  Shepstone?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  I  do not  know why 

they decided to come th is  s ide.   But  la te r  we establ ished 
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that  there was a f ront  door on the ground.   There was some 

sor t  o f  a  f idd l ing .   That  door is  a magnet ic  door.   And then I  

th ink i t  a lso have a lock where you must  a lso use a key to 

open i t .   So,  we establ ished that  there was a f r idd le . . [s ic ] .   

I t  was a b i t  f r idd le.   But  they decided not  to  cut  i t  open and 

everyth ing.   

CHAIRPERSON :    I  guess what  I  am t ry ing to understand,  I  

know perhaps i t  changes noth ing.   But  what  I  want  to  

understand is  why not  go over  your  wal l  and then to  Of f icer  

Pienaar ’s  window or  wherever e lse  to gain access.   Why the  10 

hardware premises?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  be l ieve they wanted to because 

af ter  they broke that  gate,  the chain of  the gate,  they 

pushed i t .   I t  was pushed a lmost  hal f  open.   Just  a smal le r  

space was le f t .   And i t  is  a  st reet  here.   I f  you break here in  

f ront ,  any person who wi l l  pass there wi l l  be able  to  p ick 

you up.   That  i s  something that  i s  not  r ight  here.   So,  i f  you 

go ins ide there,  I  am th ink ing,  I  am af ra id to  use these 

words,  they wanted to a lso be not  to  be seen quick ly .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay,  p lease go back to where you were.   20 

These people had h ighly specia l ised sk i l l s .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  because i t  is  not  an ord inary  

person who wi l l  come and know that  I  am cut t ing th is  safe 

here and then I  wi l l  be able to  open i t .   That  is  my 

observat ion.   And fur ther  to  that ,  the way th is  th ing 
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happened,  I  a lso came to a conclusion that  i t  was not  two or  

three people.   I t  is  a  group of  people.   Because 541 

k i logrammes of  cocaine,  f ive people wi l l  never  take 

everyth ing and go away.    

 And they must  have a proper t ransport  to  t ransport  

these th ings.   And then I  be l ieve they might  a lso have 

people who had guns.   And f rom there,  af ter  they broke,  

they opened,  they threw out  those th ings.   When I  

approached the passage of  the safe,  there were a lo t  o f  

b lack powder substance on the f loor .   A  lo t  o f  that .   And 10 

then you could see that  the bags,  the exhib i t  po l ice bags,  

that  these drugs were packed in to  some of  them  we saw I  

th ink,  two or  th ree f rom that  window where they came in,  

which shows that  these people,  not  one person came in,  

severa l  o f  them who came in through that  window because 

any other  p lace was never broken in to.    

 They took these drugs and exi ted where they 

entered.   Then when I  observed wi th my naked eye,  I  could 

not  see any footpr in ts or  palm pr in ts on the ent rance where 

i t  was broken.   So,  Commissioners,  one cannot  do away 20 

wi th the fact  tha t  these people who came to steal  these 

drugs,  my heart  is  s t i l l  b leeding.   Now i t  is  b leeding,  i t  is 

pumping.   My adrenal ine is  s tar t ing to change because th is  

th ing happened under my watch and i t  wi l l  never  be erased 

in  my mind.    
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 I t  is  an ind ictment  on i t s  own.   So,  what  happened 

there,  someone who knows that  p lace and who knew these 

th ings were  there ,  so ld us out .   And then i t  is  my p lea and 

prayer  that  the invest igat ion team would be successfu l  to  

ar rest  th is  perpet rator  so that  they can come and te l l  us  

who gave them the in format ion and how and why d id they do 

th is ,  what  happened to these drugs .    

 As I  am processing the  cr ime scene,  the cr ime 

scene management  came f rom the province to come and 

process the cr ime scene.   They processed,  they obta ined a 10 

photograph,  and they do f ingerpr in ts and everyth ing.   Then I  

sa id,  we are the compla inants,  Commissioners.   We cannot  

be compla inants and invest igate.   The d ist r ic t  in  that  p lace 

area must  assist  us wi th an invest igator .    

 We wi l l  assist  to  t ry  and get  th ings.   I  tasked my 

people to  look in to the cameras around the v ic in i ty  and 

everyth ing and to star t  to  do those th ings and then I  b rought  

them.  Somet imes there are cer ta in st rategies.   I  d id  not  

want  to  make them publ ic .   Some people in  our  count ry wi l l  

know,  oh,  th is  is  what  they are doing.   Then they wi l l  aver t .   20 

So,  I  do not  know i f  I  am worr ied to just  expose our  

st rategies.   P lease bear wi th me.    

 I  wi l l  just  be vague.   But  i f  needed be,  I  wi l l  come 

and expla in proper ly .   So,  we d id everyth ing there.   There is  

something cal led  cel l  phone dumping.   I  am not  going to  
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expla in i t .   We d id that .   I  brought  the people,  and then I  

took my people to  go there.   We have people that  are  

deal ing wi th th is  th ing of  footages.   I  am just  wor r ied  to use 

the exact  name that  we ta lk  about  when we ta lk  about  these 

th ings.    

 But  whi le  we were busy wi th tha t ,  what  I  d id ,  I  

requested,  I  wrote a le t te r .   I  th ink  my le t te r  is  S9 and S10.   

The docket  was open.   I t  was invest igated by the  d ist r i c t  

o f f ice.   And then I  gave a team to assist  wi th  the 

invest igat ion.   Whi le  we were busy wi th that ,  I  request  that  I  10 

wrote a le t ter  in  compl iance wi th the provis ion of  the act  to  

subject  a l l  the personnel  at  the Port  Shepstone  o f f ices to  

polygraph tests,  as wel l  as a l l  the people who were involved 

in  the seiz ing  of  these drugs,  as wel l  as those who assisted,  

because you cannot  just  t ransport  cocaine wi th only four  o r  

three people.    

 You must  have a cont ingent  of  people,  because 

what  i f  you are at tacked?  Because i t  happened a lo t  that  I  

pay f rom my of f i ce af ter  these other  se izures that  I  ta lked 

about  ear l ie r ,  pay f rom my of f ice to  get  the combat  teams to  20 

t ransport  the drugs to Pretor ia .   Now,  whi le  I  was doing 

that ,  the nat iona l  head of  the d i rectorate approved the 

subject ion of  these members to polygraph tests.   Maybe one 

might  say,  why is  your  name not  there?  I  cannot  do i t ,  

Commissioner.   
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CHAIRPERSON :    I  actual ly  wanted to ask why you do not  

of fer  to  a lso be subjected to the po lygraph test .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  the act  does not  say I  must  of fer .   

I t  must  be the nat ional  head who might  superv ise or  must  

subject  me to that .   I t  is  not  a common cause to  subject  

yoursel f .  

CHAIRPERSON :    My point  o f  the mat ter  is  you wanted a l l  

the people that  were aware of  the storage of  the drugs to be  

subjected to a polygraph test .   You d id not  need to have the 

head to subject  you to i t ,  so you could have of fe red for  that  10 

to be done,  fo r  t ransparency.   So,  these of f icers know that  

he h imsel f  has a lso  subjected h imsel f  to  i t .   Why d id you not  

do i t?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  hear  you,  Commissioner.   I t  never 

crossed my mind that  I  must  a lso  inc lude mysel f .   In  my 

mind is  that  i f  I  have to do that ,  my boss wi l l  do  i t ,  wi l l  

inst ruct  me.   Because even mysel f ,  I  do not  have the  

author i ty  to  do that .   I  apply,  he approves,  accord ing to the 

act .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  p lease cont inue.  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   Even i f  

when you see my SC10 is ,  I  th ink,  an addi t ional  le t ter  of  

some people that  were supposed to go through tha t ,  what  

you cal l ,  po lygraph test  in  re lat ion to that .   And you wi l l  see 

there was a  –  okay,  le t  us see.   Thank you.   And then when 
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you look at  SC11,  a team was establ ished by nat ional  

o f f ice,  there is  a name l i s ted  of  the team that  was 

establ ished.    

 One member was f rom my of f ice who was p laced 

there.   But  what  I  saw at  the la ter  s tage,  the member was 

no more work ing wi th the team.  The reasons why I  do not  

know because I  thought  he was work ing wi th the team.   This  

team came up,  i t  was establ ished,  the names were  sent  to  

me to show that  i f  you want  to ,  I  want  to  ta lk  about ,  a l low 

me to read i t ,  sor ry Commissioners.   10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    This team is,  i s  th is ,  are you referr ing to 

114 of  your  statement?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    One,  page 124,  on my bundle of  

documents.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And 114 of  your  -  okay,  i t  is  the same 

team.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  so you wi l l  rea l ise that  th is  team 

in paragraph 6 of  bundle of  documents 125,  page 125,  

paragraph 6,  i t  says:  

“The members wi l l  be requi red to report  -  20 

th is  is  an inst ruct ion Commissioners,  

d i rect ly  to  the component  head ser ies 

organised cr ime invest igat ion.   There is  a 

name there on the 1 s t  o f  December unt i l  

the invest igat ion is  f ina l ised.   The team 
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wi l l  d raf t  a  deta i led invest igat ion p lan  

wi th t imel ines which wi l l  determine the 

requi red t ime fo r  handl ing th is  case.   

There wi l l  be weekly progress meet ing to 

be chai red by the  deputy nat ional  head of  

the DPCI to  moni tor  the invest igat ions. ”  

You wi l l  see a lso  on the name l i s t ,  a lso on th is  paragraph,  

General  Senona  was excluded f rom part i c ipat ing  in  th is  

invest igat ion.   But  I  want  to  br ing under your at tent ion that  

in  my mind that  i t  never wor r ied me.   I f  they want  to  star t  10 

the approach of  the invest igat ion,  they want  to  star t  

inwards,  sorry,  inwards,  outward,  because there is  that  t ype 

of  a  methodology.    

 I t  is  okay,  i t  never wor r ied me,  why am I  excluded?  

I t  was okay.   So,  on the -  I  th ink i t  was  -  we were here in  

Pretor ia  at  the Capi ta l  Hote l .   Whi le  I  met ,  I  th ink  i t  is  in 

January.   I  met  wi th the team or  before January,  I  th ink I  

want  to  check the  date proper.   We,  I  br ie fed on the  29 t h  o f  

November.   I  br ie fed the establ ished team and handed over  

everyth ing that  was in  my possession.    20 

 So,  Commissioners,  I  want  to  a lso add that  the  

resul t  o f  the polygraph test  that  I  have requested and was 

approved by the nat ional  head,  I  have never received any,  

any resul ts .   And s ince the docket  was taken,  they took the  

case docket  and invest igated i t .   No reports or  no,  any other  



    27 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 47 
 

Page 115  o f  196  

 

 

th ing was provided.   I  cannot  even te l l  what  the  cur rent  

s tatus of  the invest igat ion is ,  but  th is  team wi l l  be able to  

say what  have they found out ,  what  is  what  and what  is  

what .   So eventual ly ,  I  want  to  say that  the  enqui ry 

…[intervenes]  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Just  so  that  your  test imony is  

consistent  wi th  your statement ,  I  be l ieve you were in  116 on 

page 31.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    116,  yes,  that  is  the …[intervenes]  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  the name of  the hote l  you gave 10 

and the year were  d i f ferent .   So,  can you just  conf i rm that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  2021.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes,  and i t  was Menlyn Main Hote l  

and not  the one you ment ioned in  your  test imony.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    What  have I  sa id?  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Capi ta l  Hote l .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The hote l  here is  Capi ta l  Hote l .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Which one?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  in  Menlyn Maine …[intervenes]  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes,  …[intervenes]  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Capi ta l  Hote l .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Is  that  the name of  the hote l .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  I  omi t ted to say Capi ta l  Hote l .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Okay.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    We were having a in teract ions wi th 
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the fo re ign law enforcement  there.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And the year we have i t  cor rect  is  

2021.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    2021,  Commissioner.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you very much for  the  

assistance and the enqui ry reference number.   The enqui ry 

reference number  that  of  the Caesar,  they a lso took i t  th is  

team that  was establ ished by nat ional  o f f ice.   So,  in  re lat ion 

to the invest igat ion and progress thereof ,  I  do not  have 10 

anyth ing to say fur ther  because I  was not  pr ivy to  those 

br ie f ings and nobody br ie fed me.   Commissioners,  in  

conclusion,  I  want  to  say  …[intervenes]  

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  before  you go to your top ic of  

conclusion,  just  so that  i t  i s  not  los t  on  me the impor t  o f  th is  

ev idence about  the drug bust  and the exhib i t s  being lost ,  

you have d iscussed i t  in  qui te  a deta i l  in  your  statement .   I t  

is  near ly  10 pages.   And not iceably,  i t  is  the longest  

d iscussion you have in  your  statement ,  in  your  wr i t ten  

statement  compared to the other  top ics.  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Why are you te l l ing us th is?  Is  i t  o f  

what  re levance and what  do you want  us to  take -  to  keep in  

mind as you test i fy ,  i f  anyth ing,  as you test i fy  and as we 

hear other  wi tnesses .   Because i t  is  not  obvious to me.   I  
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ask precise ly because i t  is  not  obvious to me why you are  

te l l ing us about  the bust  …[intervenes]  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The drug bust  …[intervenes]  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  about  the drug bust  and the  thef t .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   Commissioners,  in  the  

subpoena,  th is  top ic was there .   That  is  why I  am 

responding.   I  am te l l ing the Commissioners about  these 

th ings.   I  do not  know what  the re levance of  th is  is ,  but  on  

the subpoena,  i t  was l i s ted there.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    You have answered me.   Thank you,  10 

General .   You do not  need to say more.   Thank you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Now  I  a lso want  to  say that  the issue 

of  the storage there br ing under  your at tent ion that ,  in  

re lat ion to the s torage there,  I  th ink there is  a nat ional  

inst ruct ion that  says the DPCI wi th  the approval  o f  the head 

can store these th ings,  can store the exhib i t s  at  a  fac i l i ty  

that  is  South Af r ican SONS.  I  th ink i t  is  SONS, South  

Af r ican Nat ional  Standards.    

 When you look at  the safe,  i t  compr ises of  those 

standards,  those requi rements.   I t  is  a  st rong room.   Even 20 

the wal ls ,  i t  is  going to take you too  long,  a person too long,  

to  break those wa l ls  and get  in to that .   What  one has done,  

Commissioners,  i t  was done bona f ide .   In  my conclusion,  I  

want  to  …[intervenes]  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sor ry,  I  d id  not  hear that  i t  was done on 
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a?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Bona f ide ,  in  good fa i th .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Understood.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you.   I  want  to  say i t  is  o f  v i ta l  

importance that  we rever t  to  the  Ru le 3 ,  as the Commission  

wi l l  note that  I  have not  leaked sensi t i ve or  conf ident ia l  or  

c lassi f ied in format ion of  SAPS to Mr Mat la la .   You go back 

to that  le t te r  that  i t  was a bone of  content ion th is  morning,  

Commissioners,  when you look at  i t ,  a l though i t  was a bone 

of  content ion,  but  i t  is  not  a c lassi f ied document .    10 

 Classi f i cat ion of  documents is  governed by the 

missed document .   The missed document  says when you 

c lassi fy  a document ,  the c lassi f icat ion of  documents is  

conf ident ia l / rest r i c ted.   The second one,  i t  wi l l  be secret .   I t  

shal l  be  wr i t ten on top and at  the bot tom.   The th i rd one,  i t  

wi l l  be top secret .   But  these are the th ings that  I  am 

accused of ,  that  I  have leaked sensi t i ve and c lassi f ied  -  I  

mean c lassi f ied documents to  Mr Mat la la .   I t  is  not .    

 The th ings that  I  have shared wi th Mr Mat la la ,  they 

were in  a publ ic  domain.   There was noth ing that  I  took f rom 20 

my of f ice and gave i t  to  Mr Mat la la  to  assist  h im.   Most  of  

the documents that  seem conf ident ia l  were in fected by Mr 

Mat la la ,  accord ing to what  I  have read here .   The 

a l legat ions are fa lse and are devoid of  mer i t .   They are  

merely speculat ive in  nature,  Commissioners.    
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 L t -Gen Khumalo and Wi tness X  were hard pressed 

to provide evidence that  p roved such a leakage of  

in format ion before th is  Commission.   Had the above f igures 

conducted the invest igat ion d i l igent ly ,  they would have 

found that  the aff idavi ts  by  Mr  Nangy,  who had a l ready been 

leaked in  the media.   I t  is  a  common quest ion amongst  

mysel f  and mul t ip le  wi tnesses at  the Commission that  the 

d isbandment  le t ter  was leaked to  the publ ic  on the 1 s t  o f  

January.    

 Ut i l isat ion of  my of f ice,  us ing my posi t ion as a  10 

provincia l  head to and t ru ly  benef i t  Mr Mata la l  o r  the B ig 

Five.   I  never used my posi t ion or  in f luence to secure any 

commercia l  opportuni t ies for  my son through Mr Mat la la .   

Abuse of  power or  posi t ion as the provinc ia l  head of  the 

deep s ide to in f luence benef i t  o f  Mr Mat la la  or  the B ig Five 

shown an in teres t  and quest ionab le concern in  protect ing 

Mat la la .    

 Of  importance to  note is  that  there is  no evidence 

before the Commission to suggest  otherwise.   The baseless 

a l legat ions by Wi tness X ,  Lt -Gen Khumalo have caused a 20 

s igni f i cant  reputa t ional  harm  on mysel f .   They have fur ther  

d is rupted command cohesion and in t roduced unnecessary  

tensions wi th in the DPCI KZN ranks.   They have fur ther  

caused an equa l  measure of  harm to my son as the 

a l legat ions have caused h im a s ign i f icant  loss of  income.    
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 Cur rent ly ,  Commissioners,  he  is  running a 

scholarship business.   And then you s ign cont ract  wi th  

people,  then they come and extend the cont ract .   Some they 

just  come in year .   He lost  a  lo t  o f  k ids.   So now there is  a 

problem of  h im paying h is buses,  the loans,  the  h igh  

purchase th ing.   So,  Commissioners,  …[intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    You said scholarship and I  hear you ta lk  

about  buses.   I t  could be you mean school  t ransport .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  he is  there now cur rent ly .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.   10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Because what  they do,  i f  th is  is  not  

work ing,  b r ing ing  any income,  they venture in to a lo t  o f  

th ings.   So,  Commissioners,  I  th ink we need to be protected 

before I  conclude.   I  have been summoned at  the head 

of f ice by my cur rent  superv isor .   I  was provided wi th a 

not ice of  a l leged misconduct  because of  the test imony by 

Wi tness X  here and Wi tness C.    

 And fu r ther  to  that ,  I  was provided wi th a not ice of  

temporary t ransfer .   And th is  th ing  happened Fr iday,  th is  

past  Fr iday,  Commissioners.   And that  is  a problem.   We 20 

cannot  be in t imidated when we are supposed to come and 

g ive evidence here because th is  is  a modus operandi  

because i t  d isor ientates  you,  your  mind,  in  order  to  be 

test i fy ing here and be to your sound and sober senses.    

 You wi l l  rea l i se that  a l though some of  the  
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wi tnesses never test i f ied here,  they test i f ied at  the Ad-Hoc 

commit tee.   They were v is i ted jus t  a  week or  a few days 

before they were test i fy ing.   I t  is  my humble prayers to  you,  

Commissioners.   We are your wi tnesses.   A l though there 

are a l legat ions against  us,  we need to be protected here.   

And then I  am of  the v iew that  why they never le f t  th is  th ing 

for  me to test i f y ,  they can even wai t  for  you to  make a  

determinat ion and deal  wi th  me  or  come and g ive me these 

th ings af ter  I  have test i f ied.    

 I t  is  something that  ra ised ser ious concerns to me,  10 

Commissioners.   Now I  must  respond th is  Fr iday  why must  I  

not  be t ransfer red?  And in  my considered v iew,  I  do not  

know why I  must  be t ransfer red.   But  I  have to go and I  

have to wr i te  a representat ion.   So,  I  be l ieve that  one is  

being t reated unfa i r .   So,  I  wanted to br ing th is  to  your  good 

sel f ,  Commissioners.    

 And i t  i s  not  good.   I t  is  ser iously  not  good.   I t  is  

a f fect ing one 's heal th ,  or  ser ious ly so.   And i t  is  a lso  

af fect ing the re la t ions in  my own home and my fami ly  at  

large.   I t  i s  a  ser ious problem.   I  need to be a l lowed to 20 

come here and test i f y .   I f  there is  any wrongdoing that  is  

found on mysel f ,  I  must  go and answer must  be deal t  wi th .   

But  I  must  not  be in t imidated before I  come and test i fy  

before th is  Commission.    

 Because i t  i s  very d is tu rb ing.   I t  is  very d is tu rb ing,  
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Commissioners.   And I  a lso,  in  conclusion,  want  to  say,  I  

want  to  thank your good selves for  g iv ing me the 

opportuni ty  to  come here and g ive  you my s ide of  the  story.   

And my s ide of  the knowledge that  I  am heavy wi th these 

a l legat ions and  everyth ing.   And these a l legat ions  are f ree 

for  us and baseless.   Commissioners,  I  thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  General .   But  we are not  done 

as you are probably aware.   What  is  to  come next  is ,  I  do  

not  know what  adject ive has been used,  but  the more  

probing quest ion ing.   So that  wi l l  s ta r t  a f ter  lunch.   Thank 10 

you.   Let  us see you af ter  lunch.   Let  us adjourn unt i l  2  pm.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Cha i r .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

CHAIRPERSON :   General ,  my understanding is  that  an  

agreement  reached between the par t ies in  a d iscussion,  of  

course,  that  took p lace before us Commissioners is  that  you 

must  p lease re - read f rom the paragraph that  says:  

 “ I  am st i l l  go ing to that  commit tee and I  20 

hope i t  does not  …”  

 You see that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   And then when you get  to  the 

names,  you ment ion the f i rs t  name and you do not ,  you wi l l  
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see how you refer  to  the other  name and maybe you wi l l  say 

and Mr So-and-So,  o r  whatever .   And then when you go on 

and come to the f i rs t  name again,  you ment ion i t  

throughout .   And your at to rney came to you and said,  you 

understand and you are f ine wi th that .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do understand,  Commissioner .   That  

is  cor rect ,  he d id come and te l l  me.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you very  much,  General .   And so 

p lease star t  re - reading and read f rom th is  paragraph,  “ I  am 

st i l l  go ing to that  commit tee” .    10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners.    

 “ I  am st i l l  go ing to that  commit tee,  and 

I  hope he does not  mind me exposing 

h im to both S ib iya  and Mr  So -and-So.”  

 Or rather  say Mr Y?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Whatever you choose,  whatever  you 

choose,  General .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  l ike So -and-So.    

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  is  f ine,  i t  is  f ine.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sorry,  Chai r ,  I  am confused now 20 

because when the General  f i rs t  s tar ted reading,  I  th ink,  can 

you star t  f rom the beginning of  the text ,  because I  th ink  now 

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You missed a paragraph.    
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CHAIRPERSON :    Right  f rom the beginning.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  is  f ine,  i t  is  f ine,  i t  is  f ine.   I  guess I  

was avoid ing that ,  because i t  would be the th i rd t ime now, 

but  i t  is  f ine,  i t  is  f ine.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  i t  is  an important  paragraph,  which  

has now been missed.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   No,  I  am happy.   I  am happy,  Ms 

Hassim.   Thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thanks.   You star t  f rom the beginning of  10 

the text .   So as I  understand i t ,  what  you have,  says:  

 “Hi ,  General ,  I  t rust  you are wel l . ”  

 That  is  how i t  s ta r ts .   You made ar rangements that ,  

s ta r t  f rom there and go a l l  the way to the end.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   

 “Hi ,  General ,  I  t rust  that  you are wel l .   

You made ar rangements that  I  meet  

th is  guy,  Cat ,  because he is  your  f r iend 

and brother ,  and he needed my help to  

speak to General  Nkhuoa to p lace 20 

orders on h is cont ract .   He volunteered 

and in format ion  about  the house 

address in  Sandton where S ib iya 

col lects  money using the state vehic le 

and that  he paid  two mi l l ion towards 
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S ib iya 's  purchase of  h is  p lot .   He a lso 

to ld me about  S ib iya 's  townhouse.   The 

fact  that  he is  the one who in t roduced 

our  meet ing at  the Ad Hoc commit tee  

and l ied under oath,  he inv i ted me to  

make publ ic  the  in format ion tha t  he  

gave me,  which wi l l  put  h is  l i fe  at  r isk.   

I  am st i l l  go ing  to  that  commit tee  and I  

hope he does not  mind me exposing 

h im to both S ib iya  and Mr So -and-So.   I  10 

hope you wi l l  not  b lame me for  r i sk ing 

h is  l i fe  because I  have to  te l l  the t ruth 

about  our  meet ing.   I f  he th inks he can 

fool  the commit tee,  i t  is  okay,  but  I  wi l l  

not  say much,  but  to  s imply p lay a 

record ing of  our  meet ing verbat im,  

because I  have the record.   What  is  

worse is  that  af ter  you to ld me about  

the d iscussion between you and h im 

regard ing Nengi ,  I  asked you about  20 

your re lat ionship  wi th h im.   I  s t i l l  do 

not  know how the two of  you met  to 

d iscuss about  Nengi .   Besides voice 

record ings,  ce l lu la r  phones and 

t r iangulat ion and my vehic le t racker ,  
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inc luding access footage,  wi l l  conf i rm 

the date and t ime of  our  meet ing  and 

for  h is  own sake,  I  hope that  those 

t imel ines are in  l ine wi th what  he said  

before the commi t tee in  re lat ion to  h is  

ar rest .   This man says he met  you 

seven years ago,  which is  cont radic t ing 

what  you to ld me that  you grew up 

together .   I  guess th is  wi l l  become 

clear  as the invest igat ion cont inues. ”  10 

 That  concludes the messages,  Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Ms Hassim,  because we have 

been going on th is  way and la ter  on th is ,  I  must  apologize  

to you.   I  thought  the  b i t  about  the payment  of  the two 

mi l l ion and so on,  I  thought  i t  was s t i l l  to  come.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.  

CHAIRPERSON :    So apologies …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    No problem,  Chai r .   

CHAIRPERSON :    For  my confusion  in  that  regard.   Yes,  Ms 

Hassim? 20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  thank you …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ms Hassim,  before,  can,  wi l l  we get  the  

correct  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  I  have requested that .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Transcr ip t  o f  that .   
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ADV HASSIM SC :    And Mr Baloyi  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    No re lat ion to  Commissioner Baloyi  i s ,  

that  we know of ,  he is ,  has undertaken to provide tha t  to  the 

Commission.   At  the end of  th is  message,  Major  General ,  

there is  a TikTok v ideo.   What  i s  the content  of  that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  not  open that .   You know,  th is  

messages,  Commissioners,  they came as some sor t  o f  

in t imidat ing to me.   What  I  d id ,  I  just  screenshot  them and 

sent  them to my at to rney,  because for  me,  th is  was 10 

unbecoming.   Why must  I  get  these messages,  for  what?   

So I  sent  them to  my at torneys tha t  th is  i s  the messages I  

am get t ing because I  have a l ready cont racted them or  

requested thei r  legal  assistance wi th regard  to me 

appear ing at  the Commission,  whatever  comes my way that  

is  ta lk ing to the issues of  the Commission,  I  must  

communicate wi th  them.   

 I  must  a lso say that  my at to rneys wrote  a le t te r  

request ing the a l leged record ing in  these messages.   The 

le t ter ,  there was an acknowledgement  of  the le t te r ,  but  the  20 

record ings never  reached us t i l l  today.   And those,  these 

record ings that  a re sa id,  o f  that  meet ing,  we have not  yet  

received unt i l  th is  day.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thanks,  but  tha t  meet ing is  the meet ing  

that  you were present  at ,  so you know what  happened in  
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that  meet ing.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Come again?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    The record ing is  a record ing of  a  

meet ing at  which you were present ,  is  that  not  so?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    As I  have ind icated in  my statement ,  I  

was present .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   Okay,  so I  a lso just  need some 

c la r i ty  about  whether ,  so you received th is .   Did you 

respond to L ieutenant  General  Mkhwanazi?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  not .  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    You d id not  reply?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  not .   I  just  forwarded th is  to  my 

at torneys.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you had no fur ther  contact  

te lephonical l y  o r  otherwise wi th h im?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Wi th who?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wi th L ieutenant  General  Mkhwanazi .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The General?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Ja.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  we never  spoke af ter  th is .   20 

CHAIRPERSON :    You spoke at  the same t ime there.   I  am 

just  saying wi th L ieutenant  General  Mkhwanazi .   I  am just  

th ink ing of  the t ranscr ip t ion.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Advise me,  Commissioner?  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am saying you spoke at  the  same t ime 
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wi th  Advocate Hassim and you spoke over  her  when she 

was ment ion ing w i th L ieutenant  General  Mkhwanazi .   I  just  

wanted to ment ion the name because the t ranscr ip t ion wi l l  

not  show i t  i f  you spoke at  the same t ime.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  wi th  the L ieutenant  General  

Mkhwanazi .   Thank you,  Commissioner.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Now,  I  would  l ike to  understand f rom 

you why you cons idered th is  to  be in t imidat ion of  you.   And 

I  ask you because what  i t ,  one in terpretat ion of  th is  is  that  

General  Mkhwanazi  sent  you th is  to  say,  and judging f rom 10 

the text  is  that  you made the ar rangements for  h im to meet  

Cat  Mat la la.   In  that  meet ing,  he  volunteered in format ion  

about  General  S ib iya and others.    

 And now that  he is  the one that  has in t roduced th is  

meet ing,  but  not  g iven the fu l l  s tory,  i t  means that  General  

Mkhwanazi  is  going to go to the Ad Hoc commit tee and g ive 

the fu l l  s to ry,  and that  he is  le t t ing you know th is .  And he is  

saying to you that  when he does so,  that  may put  your  

f r iend,  Cat  Mat la la,  a t  r i sk because i t  exposes h im in the,  

because he is  g iven in format ion,  r ight ,  that  he is  in fo rmed 20 

on people,  r ight .   So I  am put t ing to you that  that  is  an 

in terpretat ion of  th is .   Why do you see that  as an 

in t imidat ion of  you?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  I  be l ieve i t  i s  the f i rs t  

t ime the Commissioners get  to  know about  th is  meet ing,  
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because of  th is  Commission get  to  know about  th is  meet ing 

f rom me to you.   And th is  messages came to me before I  

come here.   And then when you get  these type of  messages,  

you,  one get  an ins inuat ing s i tuat ion that ,  do not  ta lk  about  

th is .   As you are  analys ing,  the advocate is  analys ing and 

g iv ing a  perspect ive of  her  analys is on  these,  

Commissioners.    

 For  me,  i t  came because I  am supposed to go and 

test i fy  and then Mr Mat la la spoke about  th is  at  the  Ad Hoc 

commit tee.   And then a l l  o f ,  when you get  th is  type of  10 

messages,  what  does i t  say to one?  That ,  be carefu l ,  do  

not  ta lk  about  th is .   I  am going to  that  commit tee.   I t  was 

never ta lked about  that ,  what  you cal l ,  and you must  

remember,  Commissioners,  I  took an oath th is  morning to 

te l l  the t ruth.   You said to  me,  te l l  the t ruth,  noth ing e lse  

but  the t ruth.   That  i s  the feel ing  that  I  have got  when I  

receive th is  th ing .   And I  am here to come and te l l  the t ruth  

and assist  the Commission to del iver  i ts  object ives.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  you would agree that  there is  

noth ing in  the tex t  in  where he says to you,  do not  go and 20 

test i fy  about  th is  meet ing?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  agree that  i t  is  not  there,  but  the 

sense of  th is  messages that  I  have received i t  wi th ,  i t  g ives 

me an impression that  be carefu l .   So that  is  the feel ing I  

had when I  got  th is  message.   That  is  why immediate ly 
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thereaf ter ,  I  send i t  to  my at torneys.   And I  have never 

responded to h im because you wi l l  see other  messages 

were deleted by h im that  he sent  to  me and I  do not  know 

the content  of  tha t .    

 I t  leaves one to,  a  lo t  to  be desi red fo r  what  was 

actual ly  in  that  messages that  were deleted by h im,  not  by 

th is ,  by the General ,  not  by th is  app of  d isappear ing 

messages af te r  24 hours.   But  the  General  h imsel f  de leted 

these messages that  he sent  to  me and I  s t rongly bel ieve 

that  these messages a lso was ta lk ing to the  same issue 10 

because i t  is  a f ter  Mr Mat la la has test i f ied at  the  Ad Hoc 

commit tee.   I t  shaked me.   I  wish  somebody was there  to  

see how I  was feel ing,  but  I  was rat t l ing when I  get  these 

messages.   Thank you,  Commissioners.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  there is  a par t  that  I  do not  

understand about  what  you have just  sa id now.   You said 

your reading of  th is  message is  that  you must  be carefu l .   

Carefu l  about  what?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    That  is  what  came into my mind,  

Commissioner,  that ,  hey,  you be carefu l .   You know,  what  20 

came into my mind is  carefu l  about  anyth ing.   We are  

members of  the pol ice,  and I  th ink as  we move on,  you wi l l  

rea l ize that  a lso  these th ings that  are happening to me,  

these le t ters that  I  am get t ing that  I  have ind icated ear l ie r ,  

a f ter  my at to rneys have sent  th is  le t ter  and we d id not  
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receive anyth ing,  and the  General  d id not  ta lk  about  th is  in  

th is  Commission né,  i t  ign i tes fear  in  one.    

 And when you look at  th is ,  I  was supposed to  

test i fy  on the 26 t h .   I  was here.   From here,  I  went  out .   My 

lawyers,  we get  these th ings,  we send,  they wr i te  h im a  

le t ter  and everyth ing.   A l l  o f  a  sudden,  i f  I  was supposed to 

be issuing,  i ssued wi th a le t te r  of  t ransfer  and every th ing,  i t  

should have happened last  year .   Now that  we wrote a 

le t ter ,  these messages came.   I  sent  i t  to  my at torney.   

They sent  a le t te r  wi th  these at tachments to  h im to g ive us  10 

the record ings.   Then I  received th is  th ing.   You see what  i s  

happening now,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Then you received what  th ing?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  received a not ice of  temporary 

t ransfer  and a not ice of  a l leged misconduct  regard ing the 

a l legat ions that  were made against  me before th is  

Commission.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And so you are saying that  General  

Mkhwanazi   is  behind that  le t ter  of  t ransfer?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :   I  have never sa id  that ,  20 

Commissioners.   I  am te l l ing you the events that  are 

unfo ld ing af ter  these th ings and that ,  i t  g ives me a ser ious 

problem.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    We wi l l  come back to that  

…[intervenes] .  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    [ Ind ist inct ]… [cross- ta lk ing ] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can I ,  sor ry,  f in ish.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  g ives me a  ser ious problem that ,  

why,  because I  d id  check wi th my superv isor  that ,  are you 

saying everybody who was ment ioned at  the Commission is  

subjected to what  I  am subjected to?  And the answer was 

no,  i t  depends f rom one superv isor  to  another .   Thank you, 

Commissioners.   This th ing is  making me emot ional  because 

I  somet imes take i t ,  i t  has become personal ,  not  the  

Commission,  but  what  i s  happening around me.   And on a 10 

ser ious note,  I  do  not  l ike i t  and I  do not  want  i t  a t  a l l .   And 

hence,  ear l ier  be fore we break fo r  lunch,  I  requested for  

protect ion f rom the Commission,  i f  they can so tha t  I  must  

not  be subjected to th is  k ind of  th ings.   I f  I  have to be 

subjected,  le t  i t  happen at  the r igh t  t ime or  ear l ie r .   I  must  

not  be ambushed.   Thank you,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Major  Genera l ,  when d id you receive 

th is  le t ter  again,  i t  was …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Fr iday the 23 r d  –  sor ry,  sor ry.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    [ Ind ist inct ]… text .   November las t  year .   20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    24.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    26 of  November.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    2025.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  the very same date.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Sorry fo r  in te r ject ing.   P lease 

…[indist inct ]  [ in te rvenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Just  answer the  quest ion.   26 November 

2025?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And the le t te r  of  t ransfer  you 

received th is  last  Fr iday?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    You mean the text  né?  Can I  take 

you back a l i t t le  b i t?   You mean when d id I  receive the text ,  

th is  message?  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    You said you received th is  message,  

th is  text  f rom General  Mkhwanazi  …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    [ Ind ist inct ]… [cross- ta lk ing ] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    29 November 2025.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    26 November 2025.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Right .   But  you have spent  some t ime 

speaking to the Commission about  your  gr ievance that  you 

received a le t te r  of  t ransfer  th is  past  Fr iday.   Is  that  20 

correct ,  you received i t  th is  Fr iday past?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .   I  received the le t ter  of  

in tended t ransfer  on the 23 r d  o f  January 2026.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Right .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    As wel l  as a not ice of  misconduct  
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invest igat ions …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    A l l  r ight .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    That  i s  emanat ing f rom the 

Commission in  re lat ion to …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  no.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am t ry ing to  answer Commiss ioners,  

in  re lat ion  to the evidence of  w i tness C and wi tness X 

before th is  Commission.   Those documents I  have them, but  

I  am just  b r ing ing to the at tent ion  of  the Commission now,  

what  i s  i t  that  I  am subjected to over  and above what  I  am 10 

supposed to come and test i fy  here.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    What  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    General ,  sor ry,  sor ry,  Ms Hassim.   

General ,  when you r ight  at  the end under your concluding 

remarks made th is  same point  tha t  you are making about  

the t reatment  that  is  being meted out  to  you,  I  agonized 

over  that  and I  asked mysel f  whether  I  need to respond at  

a l l  to  that ,  and I  even whispered to both my col leagues 

about  whether  I  should say anyth ing.   And my inc l inat ion  

was not  to  say anyth ing,  and my co -Commissioners a lso 20 

said independent ly  of  each other  that  I  should not  say 

anyth ing at  that  s tage.    

 Now I  have not  consul ted wi th them and they are  

probably going to be angry wi th me,  but  I  thought  I  should  

just  b r ing to your at tent ion what  our  te rms of  re ference 
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provide.   They provide that  we may make referra ls  in  

respect  of  ind iv iduals to  whatever bodies.   That  is  a power  

that  we have and i t  is  a  power that  we do not  have to  

exerc ise only af te r  a wi tness has test i f ied.   The person may 

just  have been ment ioned and based on the ment ion ,  we are 

ent i t led to make referra ls  before that  person.    

 And those refer ra ls  may be for  cr iminal  

invest igat ions or  that  the people be charged or  that  there  be 

d isc ip l inary proceedings against  the people or  even for  an  

employer  to  cons ider  whether  to  suspend the person.   And 10 

a l l  o f  those in  te rms of  the te rms of  reference may happen 

even before the a f fected person has test i f ied.    

 So I  am just  saying i t  is  something that  i s  open in  

terms of  the terms of  reference.   And i f  that  may happen in  

terms of  a refer ra l  by us,  I  do not  qui te  see why i f  an 

employer ,  or  i f  i t  is  a  context  outs ide of  employment ,  

whoever has the power,  I  do not  see why not  they cannot  

exerc ise that  power even wi thout  the Commission  having 

made a refer ra l .   I  am stat ing that  just  to  say to you,  I  do 

not  necessar i l y  consider  that  to  be unfa i r .   I f  there is  a 20 

basis for  i t  to  be done,  i t  does not  have to wai t  unt i l  a  

person has test i f ied.    

 I  understand how i t  may af fect  you as an ind iv idual  

and how i t  may cause you to gr ieve over  i t .   That  I  

understand per fect ly .   But  I  just  want  to  d isabuse your mind 
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o f  th is  idea that  i t  is  something  that  should never,  ever  

happen.   I f  i t  happens in  te rms o f  a refer ra l ,  I  do not  see 

why i t  should not  happen even outs ide of  a  refer ra l .   I  

thought  I  should just  c lear  that  up.   Thank you,  General .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  I  hear  and I  fu l ly  

understand the chal lenge.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And p lease,  p lease,  last ly ,  what  I  have 

said has noth ing  to do wi th the mer i ts  or  demer i t s  of  the 

act ion that  i s  be ing taken agains t  you by your employer .   

Thank you.  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    My only chal lenge is  the manner in  

which i t  was done.   That  i s  why I  am ra is ing i t  before you,  

Commissioners,  the manner in  wh ich i t  was done and the 

t iming of  i t .   That  i s  where the chal lenge is .   I f  my 

superv isor  bel ieves I  have done anyth ing wrong,  by a l l  

means.   But  the quest ion of  t iming,  the f i rs t  wi tness 

test i f ied,  he had ta lked about  me back then in ,  towards end 

of  September.   I t  should have happened there and there.   

But  why when I  am about  to  come and test i f y?  The manner 

in  which i t  was done,  not  that  i t  is  done.   Thank you,  20 

Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you,  General .   Yes,  

Ms Hassim?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   And on that  

note,  I  wi l l  move of f  where I  was,  because the Major  
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General  seemed to be l ink ing th is  text  message wi th the 

le t ter  of  t ransfer  and a l l  o f  that ,  but  I  th ink we have now 

c leared that  up,  so I  am not  going to go there.   I  would  

rather  focus on the content  of  th is  exchange,  of  th is  

message.   You say you were rat t led when you received i t ,  

and you have accepted that  nowhere in  th is  message does 

General  Mkhwanazi  say to you,  or  warn you,  do  not  go  and 

ta lk  about  these th ings or  th is  meet ing.   You have accepted 

that .   I  mean,  to  the cont rary,  he is  saying  that  he is  now 

going to be open about  the meet ing.   Are you not  rat t led 10 

because you d iscovered that  there is  a record ing of  the  

meet ing?  Is  that  not  the cause fo r  your  fee l ing shaken by 

i t?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am not  rat t led because of  that .   I  

was def in i te ly  being d istu rbed.   But  my legal  team 

requested that .   I  am also looking forward,  le t  h im p lay i t .   I  

am looking forward because that  is  why we requested i t  so  

that  my at torneys can do the t ranscr ip ts and assist  the 

Commission.   I  am looking forward  as wel l .   But  tha t ,  these 

messages,  they rat t led me as a person when you f ind th is  20 

type of  th ings.   What  happened instant ly  wi th in you,  do not  

have a cont ro l .   The adrenal ine,  when you get  these type of  

th ings,  you do not  have cont ro l  o f  the adrenal ine  to say,  

th is  i s  what  must  happen,  th is  is  what  must  not  happen.    

 But  I  d id  rat t le .   I t  is  not  because of  I  am worr ied  
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about  the record ing.   I t  does not  wor ry me.   I t  wi l l  te l l  the 

t ruth,  what  he said to  h im and what  he,  the other  one,  sa id,  

what  the General  sa id to  h im and what  Mr Mat la la  sa id to  

the General .   I  am wi l l ing,  I  am looking fo rward fo r  those 

record ings i f  they do exist .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    He a lso says that  you made the 

ar rangements for  h im to  meet  Mr Mat la la for  the purposes of  

help ing wi th th is  cont ract .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Must  I  respond?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  p lease.  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  vehement ly  deny that .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    You d id not  make any arrangements  

wi th General  Mkhwanazi  to  meet  Mr Mat la la?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  have never made ar rangements wi th 

General  Mkhwanazi  to  meet ,  fo r  the meet ing wi th Mr  

Mat la la.   The only th ing that  happened,  Mr  Mat la la asked 

me to accompany h im there,  and then I  th ink he to ld the 

former  Min ister  that  he wi l l  be coming wi th me,  and then,  as  

a resul t ,  I  be l ieve  that  the General  knew that  I  was coming 

wi th Mr Mat la la.  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    And so were there any,  i f  we were to 

look at  communicat ions around th is  t ime,  there was no 

communicat ion between you and General  Mkhwanazi  

regard ing th is  meet ing?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The date,  on the date of  the meet ing?  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Or just  before the meet ing or  around the  

date of  the meet ing.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  doubt  i f  there is  that  communicat ion  

regard ing the meet ing.   Communicat ion would,  between me 

and General  Mkhwanazi  most ly  is  work - re lated and he is  the  

one who wi l l  ca l l  me and say,  come to my of f ice.   

Somet imes he wi l l  te l l  me I  want  one,  two,  th ree,  come and 

br ie f  me what  exact ly  i s  happening here.   And then I  wi l l  

prepare and go to  h im and g ive the  explanat ion.   I f  he need 

i t  over  the phone,  i t  is  urgent ,  I  would say i t  over  the phone.   10 

And you wi l l  get  most ly  we were even ta lk ing on WhatsApp 

cal ls .   I t  was not  th is  st ra ight  ca l l s .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So,  Chai r ,  th is  took us  out  of  

sequence because the wi tness wanted to deal  wi th  i t .   We 

are going to have to come back to i t  because i t  deals wi th a 

very important  issue,  which is  the  meet ing of  the 15 Apr i l .   

So,  General ,  we wi l l  re turn.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Before you step  of f ,  just  one very minor  

quest ion on the text .   General ,  p lease f ind on the phone the 

par t  that  says:  20 

 “This is  the man who says he met  you 

seven years ago. ”  

 On the phone,  the  text ,  the text .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Oh,  on the phone.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay,  Commissioner.   They are st i l l  

he lp ing me.   I  am here,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    So i t  says:  

 “This is  the man who says he met  you 

seven years ago,  which is  cont ract ing -  

but  I  th ink that  is  supposed to be 

cont radict ing -  what  you to ld me,  that  

you grew up together . ”  

 Is  i t  correct  that  you to ld General  Mkhwanazi  that  

you grew up together ,  you and Mr Mat la la grew up together?  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  I  d id  not  te l l  the Genera l  that  me 

and Mr Mat la la,  we grew up together .   We know each other ,  

but  we never grew up together .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am …[ incomplete] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes,  yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am now 59 years.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Seven months.   Tomorrow is  the 28 t h .   

I t  is  fu l ly  59 years,  seven months.   Mr Mat la la,  I  th ink he is  20 

48,  49  there.   We never grew up together .   He is  l ike  a 

younger brother  to  me,  and I  am l ike the e lder  bro ther  to  

me,  as I  have ind icated when d id we meet .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you.  
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CHAIRPERSON :    Thanks,  Ms Hass im.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thanks,  Chai r .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    May I?  I  know you say you wi l l  come 

back to i t ,  but  maybe le t  me just  deal  wi th  my,  in  that  same,  

on your phone,  I  do not  know where you wi l l  f ind  i t ,  but  

there is  a paragraph that  says:  

 “What  is  worse is  that  af ter  you to ld  me 

about  the d iscussion between you and 

him regard ing Nengi  …”  10 

 Do you see that  paragraph?  In  the bundle,  i t  i s  

page 90,  i f  you are looking at  the f i le .   Go to page 90.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Nine zero,  Commissioner?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Oh there,  there .   Mr Baloyi  is  g iv ing you 

the phone.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay,  Commissioner.   Which one?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    - :  

 “What  is  worse …”  

 I t  is  a  paragraph that  s tar ts :  

 “What  is  worse is  that  af ter  you to ld  me 20 

about  the d iscussion between you and 

h im,  regard ing Nengi ,  I  asked you 

about  your  re lat ionship wi th h im.   I  s t i l l  

do not  know how the two of  you met  to  

discuss what  Nengi  care. ”  
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 Do you see that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioner.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   Did you have a d iscuss ion wi th 

General  Mkhwanazi  about  Mr Nengi  and your d iscussion  

wi th Mat la la about  Nengi?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  have never had th is  d iscussion.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    But  I  s t rongly  bel ieve because I  was 

in  and out  there,  they might  have ta lked about ,  bu t  as fo r  

me,  I  have never to ld h im about  any d iscussion between me 10 

and Mr Mat la la regard ing Nengi .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The only th ing that  I  know I  d id about  

Nengi ,  I  on ly sent  that ,  what  you ca l l?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    That  af f idavi t .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    That  th ing that  was on the media.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   So th is  WhatsApp message has 

got  so far  th ree i tems that  you say you d id not  d iscuss wi th  

General  Mkhwanazi .   One,  or  that  you are d isput ing the  

correctness of ,  one,  you d ispute that  you made 20 

ar rangements wi th General  Mkhwanazi  that  he meets Mr 

Mat la la.   That  is  one,  and you say noth ing of  sor ts  

happened.   And then two,  you d ispute that  you spoke to  

General  Mkhwanazi  about  Mr Nengi .   And then th ree,  you 

d ispute that  you to ld h im that  you grew up wi th Mr Mat la la.  
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  So there is  th ree factual  a l legat ions that  you are  

denying.   And I  understood your ev idence ear l ier  in  

response to Ms Hassim,  I  understood you to say you never 

responded to th is  WhatsApp message.   Is  that ,  am I  

correct?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   Now,  he,  General  Mkhwanazi  

sends you a WhatsApp that  makes what  you say are 

factual ly  incorrec t  a l legat ions.   You have not  addressed 

them.  You d id not  respond to h im to say,  but  I  never 10 

ar ranged a meet ing.   You do not  say,  I  never to ld you or  I  

never d iscussed wi th you about  Nengi  and I  never to ld you 

that  we grew up together ,  that  I  know him for  seven years.   

You do not  d ispute that  to  General  Mkhwanazi ,  that  i s  one.    

 Two,  in  your  statement  to  us and in  your  ev idence 

as you s i t  there you do not ,  as you d iscuss th is  WhatsApp 

message,  i t  is  qu i te  notable,  s ign i f icant ly  notable,  that  you 

do not  say that  which he says there is  actual ly  a  l ie .   I  

never arranged that  meet ing wi th h im.   That  which he says 

there that  I  to ld  h im,  or  that  I  d iscussed Nengi  wi th  h im is  a  20 

l ie .   And you do not  say,  I  never to ld h im that  I  grew up wi th 

Mat la la.   I  have to say i t  is  a  great  cur ios i ty  that  you at  no  

point  unt i l  now when Ms Hassim and the Chai rperson ask 

you quest ions,  and I  do,  at  no point  do you cor rect  what  you 

say are factual  inaccuracies or  l ies.   So what  i s  your  



    27 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 47 
 

Page 145  o f  196  

 

 

explanat ion fo r  that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  i t  is  a  human er ror .   

But  I  am st i l l  under oath,  I  am saying i t  is  t rue,  I  d ispute  

th is .   Mr Mat la la or ig inal l y  is  Mamelodi  in  terms of  growing 

up.   Me,  I  am f rom Soshanguve.   There is  no way that  we 

wi l l  g row up together .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    My point  is  …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    And then …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    You do not ,  my point ,  General ,  is ,  I  am 

not  asking you to  repeat  what  you have said to  us,  my point  10 

is  that  i t  is  a  cur ios i t y  at  the very least  that  you wi l l  send a  

message in  November 2024 wi th cer ta in factual  a l legat ions 

about  an a l leged d iscussion between you and General  

Mkhwanazi  happened.   You do not  respond to h im.   You do 

not  say,  but  Commissioner,  I  never had these d iscussions 

wi th you.   You do not .   You keep quiet .   You te l l  us  I  d id  not  

respond.    

 You get  a fu r ther  opportuni ty  before us to submit  a  

statement ,  and you,  you draf ted the statement .   The 

evidence leaders had noth ing to do  wi th i t .   You prepare the  20 

statement .   You a t tach th is  WhatsApp message for ,  yes,  for  

a d i f ferent  purpose,  but  you at tach th is ,  and you do not  say 

i t  conta ins unt ruths where i t  says th is  and that .    

 Thi rd opportuni ty ,  you are s i t t ing  there,  you are  

test i fy ing.   You do not  say,  he sent  me th is  WhatsApp 
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message,  and actual ly  i t  conta ins inaccuracies.   And your,  

the explanat ion that  i t  is  human er ror  when you have had 

three opportuni t ies to  correct  what  you say are inaccuracies  

is  s imply not  good enough.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  be that  as i t  may,  i t  

is  a  human er ror .   And i f  I  d id  not  real i ze that  I  omi t ted th is ,  

i t  is  a  human error  and then I  admi t  I  made a human error  

by not  ta lk ing about  i t  in  my af f idavi t  and ta lk ing about  i t  in  

my evidence- in-chief .   But  the quest ion of  not  responding to 

h im,  I  decided not  to  respond to  h im,  but  to  ta lk  to  my 10 

at torneys.   That  one I  decided,  because you know,  there is  

a cu l tu re somet imes in  the pol ice.   You do not  in teract  wi th  

your seniors.   I t  wi l l  show somet imes a d is respect  and 

everyth ing.    

 But  I  thought  when I  spoken to my at torneys,  he  

sent  these th ings,  the le t ters wi l l  s ta r t  to  exchange to say 

cer ta in th ings.   But  th is  one of  not  inc luding i t  in  my 

af f idavi t  and a lso commit t ing a human er ror  by not  

ment ion ing i t  in  ev idence in  ch ief ,  i t  is  indeed a human 

er ror .   I  came here to te l l  the t ruth,  noth ing as the t ruth,  but  20 

not  to  mis lead the  Commission,  so bear wi th me as a  human 

er ror  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  just  maybe f ina l l y ,  just  in  fa i rness 

to you,  te l l  you what  I  th ink i t  suggests,  and then you can 

comment .   But  before I  do that ,  your  explanat ion that  you 
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were not  in te ract ing,  you cannot ,  in  the pol ice there is  a 

cu l ture,  wel l ,  th is  was not  a business meet ing.   You took 

your f r iend to an apartment ,  accord ing to you,  in  Umhlanga,  

Pear ls ,  to  meet  wi th General  Mkhwanazi  to  help h im solve  

h is  personal  prob lem,  which has noth ing to do wi th pol ic ing 

business.   So le t  us not  do that  and say th is  was a business 

meet ing and therefore I  could not  ta lk  to  my super ior  af te r  

he sent  me th is .    

 You were using  your posi t ion here and your  

proximi ty  to  Mr Mat la la to  assist  h im to get  a Commissioner,  10 

a Provincia l  Commissioner,  to ,  in  fact ,  you say you were 

g iv ing h im suppor t .   So you were using your posi t ion  to g ive 

support  to  h im.   I t  has noth ing to  do wi th your du t ies as 

Head of  the Hawks.   I  want  to  suggest  that  to  you.   That  i s  

one.   And then two,  I  th ink,  and th is  is  the important  par t  fo r  

me,  I  th ink you,  I  want  to  suggest  to  you that  you d id not  

correct  what  you say are factual  inaccuracies or  unt ruths,  in  

fact ,  in  the statement ,  because in  fact  they are t rue.   That  

is  what  happened.   You ar ranged a  meet ing,  so that  is  why 

you do not  correct  i t  on three occasions.   You have th ree 20 

opportuni t ies.   You do not  cor rect  that .    

 Two,  the Neng i  d iscussion,  you have th ree 

opportuni t ies to  say to h im,  I  never  d iscussed,  and to say to  

the Commission,  I  never d iscussed wi th h im any d iscussions 

about  Nengi  and Mat la la.   You have three opportuni t ies,  you 
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do not  correct  i t .   And the same wi th,  you never to ld h im 

that  you grew up wi th Mr Mat la la,  you have three 

opportuni t ies to  do that .    

 And my suggest ion to you is  you do not  correct  i t  

because i t  is  t rue ,  i t  is  what  happened.   In  your  d iscussion  

in  that  meet ing  wi th General  Mkwanasi ,  a l l  o f  that  

happened.   Do you have any comment  to  i t?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  I  s t ick  to  my 

comments and the record ings,  i f  they come,  they wi l l  

prevai l .  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The t ruth sha l l  prevai l .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you,  General .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    There is  just  one fo l low -up f rom me,  

General .   When General  Mkhwanazi  wrote th is  WhatsApp to  

you,  he made i t  c lear  to  you that  he wi l l  be going to that  

commit tee,  mean ing he wi l l  be  going to the Ad Hoc 

commit tee.   So you must  have known reading th is  WhatsApp 

that  General  Mkhwanazi  in tends to go to the Ad Hoc 

commit tee to say these th ings.   So my quest ion to  you is ,  20 

d id you,  in  your  inst ruct ions to the  at torneys,  inst ruct  them 

to te l l  General  Mkhwanazi  that  what  is  conta ined in  th is  

WhatsApp is  not  t rue and i f  he were to repeat  i ts  contents  

to  the Ad Hoc commit tee,  he would be ly ing to the Ad Hoc 

commit tee?  



    27 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 47 
 

Page 149  o f  196  

 

 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    When I  d iscussed th is  mat ter  wi th  my 

at torneys,  I  to ld  them that  I  conf i rmed the issue of  the  

meet ing,  that  I  was in  at tendance.   I  in formed my a t torneys 

that ,  I  mean,  fo r  me,  I  have never ar ranged th is  meet ing.   

Number th ree,  in  that  when he says he is  going to  p lay i t  

there,  the legal  advice was that ,  no,  we wi l l  a lso  request  the 

record ings,  of  which i t  makes me very happy and 

comfor table.   And then what  was the other  par t  o f  the 

quest ion,  Commissioner?  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    The s imple  point  is  that  you d id not  10 

say to your a t torneys,  when you wr i te  to  General  

Mkhwanazi ,  te l l  h im that  the content  of  h is  WhatsApp is  

incorrect .   What  he says in  the WhatsApp is  s imply not  t rue.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  not  d ic tate or  gave that  

inst ruct ion to them how to wr i te  that  le t te r  to  h im,  

Commissioner.   So that  i s  what  happened.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  wi l l  leave i t  there for  now.   Thank 

you.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    The Commissioners have opened up the  

area of  quest ion ing I  was going to go to,  and I  th ink we 20 

should probably  just  cont inue on th is  top ic instead of  

leaving i t  now.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  do apologise,  Ms Hassim.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  i t  is  …[ indist inct ] .   They are 

ungovernable,  these Commissioners.   I  th ink tha t ,  Major  
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General ,  that  there is  more that  you are wi thhold ing f rom 

the Commission,  and I  say th is  because i f  you look at  

paragraph 64 of  your  statement ,  le t  me know when you are 

there.   You are there?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  you say,  actual ly  le t  me star t  

f rom the very beginning of  that  64.   You say you are not  

pr ivy to  a l l  that  was d iscussed as you were moving between 

the l i v ing area and the k i tchen,  okay.   And then you say,  

th is  i s  what  you know,  one,  two,  three.   These are the 10 

topics that  you know were d iscussed in  the meet ing.    

 The f i rs t  is  that  General  Mkhwanazi  agreed to  

assist  Mr Mat la la  to  get  purchase orders.   The second is  

that  General  Mkhwanazi  spoke on General  Nkuoa 's a l leged 

corrupt ion and the rumours of  her  owning propert ies  beyond 

her  af fo rdabi l i ty .   And the th i rd,  so th is  is  the sum tota l  o f  

what  happened in  the meet ing,  accord ing to you,  is  that  

General  Mkhwanazi  o f fered to hold  or  pause invest igat ions 

against  Mr Mat la la fo r  the a l leged at tempted murder in  

exchange for  in fo rmat ion on General  S ib iya.    20 

 In  th is  text  message f rom Mr ,  f rom General  

Mkhwanazi  to  you,  i t  is  c lear  that  other  th ings were  

d iscussed in  th is  meet ing,  for  example,  the in format ion that  

was provided by Mr Mat la la,  and in  the text  he says he 

volunteered in format ion about  a house address in  Sandton 
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where S ib iya col lects money using  the state vehic le ,  and he 

paid R2 mi l l ion towards S ib iya 's  purchase of  h is  p lot .   He 

a lso to ld me about  S ib iya 's  townhouse.   Why is  i t  you do not  

ment ion that  in  your  statement?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  f i rs t  th ing f i rs t .   Mr 

Mat la la requested me to accompany h im to the meet ing wi th  

General  Mkhwanazi .   And as I  have ind icated,  you read my 

paragraph,  I  was up and down there,  and I  was moving up 

and down.   I  sa id I  might  have not  p icked up a l l  the  

d iscussions.   And fur ther  to  tha t ,  I  was busy as wel l ,  10 

consuming my l iquor  there.   Some of  the th ings I  d id  not  

happen to hear them.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Because you were in  the k i t chen.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  was moving up and down.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So can you descr ibe th is  apartment?  I s  

i t ,  is  the k i t chen a separate room?  Is  i t  a  b ig apartment ,  a  

smal l  apar tment?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Open p lan?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  re lat i ve ly medium.   When you 

come in,  there is  a TV and some couches,  and then you 20 

move backwards,  there is  a,  I  cannot  remember because I  

d id  not  work,  but  there is  something at  the  backwards.   And 

then f rom here,  I f  you are s i t t ing there at  row two,  row two,  

and then here,  you come in l i ke th is ,  and then i t  i s  a  k i tchen 

wi th the k i tchen uni ts  and everyth ing.    
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 So I  was moving f rom there,  coming here,  mix ing  

whatever I  was dr ink ing,  i t  is  the whiskey of  course,  and 

then tak ing my g lass,  going back s i t t ing  there,  consuming 

whi le  they are ta lk ing.   When i t  i s  done my g lass,  I  wi l l  go 

back and f i l l  up because I  was of fered.   I  see here I  a lso 

omi t ted to say i t  in  my statement  that  I  was of fe red whiskey,  

but  I  was of fe red whiskey.    

 Some of  the th ings I  wi l l  not  recal l .   I t  is  not  that  i t  

is  by in tent ion.   I  am not  wi thhold ing any in format ion  for  the 

Commission.   I f  I  wanted to wi thhold in format ion f rom the 10 

Commission,  even these messages you would  not  have got .   

So I  am wi thhold ing noth ing.   I  am here to come and assist  

the Commission to del iver  i ts  mandate.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So the k i tchen,  I  am just  t ry ing to 

understand the layout ,  because i t  sounds l ike an open p lan  

layout .   The k i tchen is  not  a separa te c losed room.  You can 

see the k i tchen f rom the l iv ing room, is  that  correct?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    You can see i t ,  but  you cannot  see 

when you go deeper.   You wi l l  not  see,  but  you can see 

there is  the k i t chen.  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Is  i t  open p lan?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Some sor t  o f ,  but  not  100%.  Open 

p lan,  the way I  understand i t ,  f rom my perspect ive,  

Commissioners,  i s  that  f rom here where I  am s i t t ing,  le t  us 

say th is  space,  i t  is  your  lounge,  né.   And then maybe 
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three,  two meters,  and then just  l ike th is ,  then i t  is  the 

k i tchen.   That  fo r  me is  an open p lan.   But  when you go,  

when you are s i t t ing here,  you have to turn a l i t t le  b i t .   

Another  person might  ca l l  i t  an open p lan.   Another  person 

l ike me,  I  wi l l  say i t  is  not  a fu l l y  open p lan.   The way we 

see i t ,  the way we descr ibe i t ,  wi l l  never  be the same.   But  

that  is  how I  see i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you say i f  you go in to the k i tchen,  

you cannot  hear what  i s  happening in  the l i v ing room.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The TV,  I  th ink there was a  TV that  10 

was on and they were ta lk ing,  they were not  shout ing.   What 

I  have heard,  I  have assisted the Commission wi th  what  I  

heard.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  sure.   Let  us …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    So some o f  the th ings that  I  d id  not  

hear,  I  am not  go ing to speculate,  Commissioners,  and say,  

I  th ink I  heard,  I  th ink th is  and th is  and th is ,  because the 

issue on th is  meet ing,  on th is  WhatsApp,  i f  the record ing  

was here,  i t  would have a lso reminded me of  some of  the 

th ings.  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you say that  you went  in to the  

k i tchen.   I t  is  somewhat  open,  but  not  complete ly.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    To the,  what  you cal l  the l iv ing room.  

And what  were you going to the k i tchen to do?  You say to 
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pour  yoursel f  a  whiskey.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And how long d id i t  take you to  pour a  

whiskey?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  not  make a t iming.   I  w i l l  s tand 

up,  go to the k i t chen,  open the f r idge,  look for  ice,  put  the  

ice in  the g lass,  take the whiskey,  put  i t  there,  look fo r  a  

mix,  then put  the  mix,  taste i f  the g lass is  to  that  level ,  that  

su i ts  me,  and then I  go back.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    How many t imes d id you do th is?  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  have any recol lect ion how 

many t imes,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So there is  a conversat ion going on 

about  General  S ib iya that  seems qui te  deta i led here.   I t  is 

about  a house,  there  is  an address in  Sandton co l lect ing 

money using a state vehic le,  there  is  the R2 mi l l ion  issue,  

there is  a townhouse issue.   Throughout  the ent i re  

d iscussion of  tha t ,  you were absent .   Is  that  what  you are 

saying to the Commission?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  have a recol lect ion.   I  am not  20 

saying I  was absent .   I  was in  that  house,  but  I  do not  have 

recol lect ion of  tha t ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  have a v iew that  I  would l i ke  you to 

comment  on,  and that  is  that  you del iberate ly wi thheld th is  

in format ion about  S ib iya,  and that  is  par t ly  backed up for  
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me by your re luc tance today to ment ion General  S ib iya 's  

name in re lat ion to th is  text  message that  General  

Mkhwanazi  sent  you.   You d id  not  want  to  ment ion th is  par t  

o f  the text  that  ment ions Genera l  S ib iya.   What  is  your  

response to that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    What  i s  the actual  quest ion?  I  

missed i t  because i t  is  too long.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  you are,  that  you wi thheld the  

in format ion,  that  you were aware that  th is  was ment ioned,  

th is ,  a l l  these th ings about  General  S ib iya …[ intervenes] .  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  you wanted to wi thhold i t  f rom the  

Commission,  and that  is  a lso why you d id not  want  to  

ment ion General  S ib iya 's  name today in  the Commission.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commiss ioners,  you shal l  have 

recorded or  observed when I  was ta lk ing about  the Port  

Shepstone thef t  o f  the cocaine f rom Port  Shepstone.   I t  was 

very thorough.   The reason is  that  when I  v is i ted the cr ime 

scene,  I  made notes,  I  compi led in format ion notes  to head 

of f ice and there  were statements and everyth ing there.   20 

Here,  I  d id  not  have,  that  d id not  happen in  th is  meet ing.   

So I  th ink i t  i s  a  common cause that  as a human being,  

there are th ings that  you wi l l  forget ,  there  are  th ings that  

you wi l l  not  hear,  but  on a ser ious note,  I  am not  

wi thhold ing any in format ion.   
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 And the issue of  General  S ib iya,  my legal  team was 

ta lk ing to the Commission in  re lat ion to the issue of  

secur i t y .   But  now I  was advised I  must  do i t .   I  d id  i t  a t  that  

advice because four th,  I  was adv ised to say that .   Now,  

these messages were sent  to  me and I  sent  them to my 

at torneys who requested the record ings f rom the General  

and the General  d id not  p rovide us wi th the record ings.   I  

wi l l  never  wi thheld in format ion.   I f  I  recal led,  I  wou ld have 

deposi ted i t  here or  ta lked about  i t  in  th is  Commission.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  your  shor t  answer is  you d id not  10 

remember,  that  is  why you d id not .   That  i s  your  response.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And the o ther  th ing that  General  

Mkhwanazi  ment ions in  th is  text  i s  a conversat ion regard ing 

one Mr Nengi ,  but  you do not  inc lude that  in  your  paragraph 

64 e i ther .   Why is  that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  have a l ready responded when the 

Commissioner was asking me that  quest ion.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  do not  bel ieve that  quest ion was asked 

why you d id not  refer  to  Nengi  in  your  statement  when i t  20 

was ment ioned here by General  Mkhwanazi .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner sa id th is  message i t  i s ,  

you never d isputed,  you are d isput ing them, but  you never 

d ispute in ,  you never sa id i t  in  your  af f idavi t .   You were  

here,  you never sa id i t .   That  i s  one of  the f i rs t  quest ions 
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that  the Commissioner asked me and I  responded.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    What  was your response,  because I  

th ink we are at  c ross purposes on th is .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The issue of  d iscussion between Mr 

Mat la la and mysel f  regard ing Nengi ,  that  is ,  th is  is  the 

message that  the Commissioner was te l l ing me about .   Then 

I  sa id no.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  am asking you why you d id not  

ment ion the d iscussion of  Nengi  that  took p lace at  the 

meet ing of  15 Apr i l .  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    My answer …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Let  me just  say …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Oh,  okay.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Because the  text  says,  you to ld me 

about  your  d iscussion between you and Mat la la.   I  am not  

asking you about  that .   I  am asking you about  a d iscussion  

about  Mr Nengi  at  the meet ing of  15 Apr i l ,  because he is  

ta lk ing  about  th is  in  the context  of  the meet ing of  15 Apr i l .   

He ment ions Nengi .   You do not  ment ion that  as a topic that  

was d iscussed.   Why?  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  th ink I  have a l ready ind icated some 

of  these th ings I  forgot .   I  d id  no t  hear them.  And then I  

be l ieve that  i f  I  cannot  recol lect  any of  some of  the  facts,  I  

cannot  be pushed to say,  then now I  remember.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So you do not  remember that  
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e i ther .   You might  have been in  the k i tchen.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  correct .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and you do,  but  so you do not  

deny that  that  conversat ion took p lace,  because you do not  

remember.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    What  a re you saying,  Advocate?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You cannot  deny that  there  was a 

conversat ion about  Mr Nengi  in  th is  meet ing on 15 Apr i l ,  

r ight?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  cannot ,  but  apparent ly ,  as I  am 10 

saying,  I  was moving up and down.   They must  have 

d iscussed i t ,  not  me.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The General  and Mr Mat la la might  

have d iscussed i t ,  but  when they ta lk  about  that ,  I  d id  not  

hear  i t .   But  I  do  not  deny tha t  i t  must  have been a  

d iscussion there between the two.   Because when you read 

a lso,  okay,  le t  me leave that .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So you have expla ined the 

k i tchen and a l l  o f  that .   Now,  why is  i t  that  Mr Mat la la  20 

wanted you to accompany h im in th is  meet ing?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    He has a l ready ind icated in  one of  

the th ings you gave us here,  the t ranscr ip ts,  that  he  wanted 

me to accompany h im because he bel ieved that  when he 

met  wi th the General ,  he wanted to have that  comfor t  o f  
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ta lk ing whatever he wanted to ta lk  there.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  so I  am not  asking you what  Mr  

Mat la la sa id to  the Ad Hoc commit tee.   I  am asking what  

was your conversat ion wi th Mr Mat la la,  what  d id he  say to 

you? 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  what  he said in  the Ad Hoc,  and 

you gave us the t ranscr ip ts.   They are there.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  I  understand that .   General ,  p lease 

answer the quest ion that  I  am asking you,  which  is  not  

about  the  Ad Hoc commit tee.   I  am asking about  your  10 

in teract ion wi th Mr Mat la la.   He asked you to come to a  

meet ing,  to  accompany h im to a meet ing on 15 Apr i l .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you say,  what?  What  d id he,  what  

d id he do?  When d id he cal l  you?  What  d id he say?  That  

is  what  I  am asking you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  th ink we were ta lk ing on the 14 t h ,  

and then he said,  I  want  you to accompany me to a meet ing 

that  was arranged by General  Cele between me and General  

Mkhwanazi ,  and then he ind ica ted he does not  know 20 

General  Mkhwanazi ,  but  he wi l l  fee l  comfor table fo r  me to  

come there.   And again,  the General  a lso,  because I  am 

work ing wi th h im,  maybe he might  a lso feel  comfor table fo r  

me i f  I  am there and then they can have d iscussions.   I  d id  

not  refuse because I  d id  not  see any wrong th ing about  that .  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    You knew that  th is  meet ing  was to 

fac i l i ta te assistance for  Mr Mat la la wi th h is  cont ractual  

problems wi th the  SAPS,  is  that  not  so?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  knew that  i t  was regard ing the  

purchase orders.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Right .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Because I  asked,  what  is  the meet ing 

a l l  about?  I t  was regard ing the purchase orders.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you d id not  see any problem wi th  

that?  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You d id not  see any prob lem wi th  

assist ing a member,  a  serv ice provider  to  the SAPS was 

having d i f f icu l t ies  wi th the i r  cont rac t .   to  fac i l i ta te or  smooth  

the way.   You d id not ,  you had no problem wi th that  as a 

very senior  law enforcement  of f icer  responsib le fo r  

organized cr ime,  inc luding,  as you to ld us,  one of  the 

nat ional  p r io r i ty  c r imes is  Government  f raud.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  no t  see i t  as a problem 

accompanying a brother ,  a  younger brother ,  to  a meet ing 20 

that  I  was not  a  fu l l  par t ic ipant .   I  was not ,  they were  

ta lk ing.   The f i rs t  t ime we were ta lk ing genera l  th ings,  and 

then f rom there they star ted to in teract  in  the i r  th ings,  you 

know,  greet ing each other ,  how are you,  where are you 

f rom,  those genera l  th ings.   And then f rom there they were,  
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i t  came,  they came to d iscuss these th ings.   I  happened to  

hear what  I  have l is ted here.   The ones that  I  have not  

l is ted,  I  have not  heard about  tha t  d iscussions,  because I  

do not  see any problem in  me tak ing h im there.   Because 

a lso,  I  was not  pr ivy to  any in format ion in  that  Mr Mat la la is  

the subject  of  invest igat ion  of  whatever  cases he has been 

ar rested and charged fo r .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  we wi l l  come back to that  because 

you d id know by then,  because as you to ld the Commission  

ear l ie r  …[ intervenes] .  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    On the …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    A t  the very least  on the 5 t h  o f  March,  

you had major  concerns,  such ser ious concerns that  you 

began to exerc ise caut ion,  you said,  in  respect  of  Mr 

Mat la la.   Yet  you accompany h im to th is  meet ing to help 

smooth the way w i th h is  cont ractual  problems in  the SAPS.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The concerns was regard ing the 

exchange of  the d i rectorship of  the company.   Ja,  not  that  

there is  an invest igat ion.   I t  is  an ar t i c le  that  was in  the  

newspaper and then over  and above that ,  yes,  I  agree,  I  20 

test i f ied,  I  had that  concerns that  cu lminated in  me t ry ing to  

star t  to  reverse f rom our re lat ionship.    

 And fur ther  to  tha t ,  I  a lso heard in  that  meet ing that  

there was th is  case,  at tempted murder case that  is  being  

invest igated against  h im whi le  the  General  was te l l ing h im.   
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That  is ,  those are the ones that ,  th is  is  the invest igat ion I  

heard about ,  but  the one fo r  chang ing the d i rectorsh ip,  I  do 

not  know whether  there was an invest igat ion or  what ,  i t  

concerned me.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  I  th ink i t  wi l l  probably help to  go 

to that  a r t ic le  because there was a lo t  in  that  a r t ic le  and i t  

was beyond even these cont ractua l  issues and,  but  le t  me 

f in ish th is  and we wi l l  come back to that .   You knew,  you 

st i l l  had concerns.   We know that  you had concerns.   You 

said you were exerc is ing caut ion.    10 

 You go to a meet ing,  you know that  th is  is  a 

d iscussion,  a p lan,  th is  i s  what  the  meet ing is  fo r .   And then 

you say that  the  meet ing,  what  took p lace in  the  meet ing 

was an exchange between General  Mkhwanazi  and a 

serv ice provider  on how to f ix  the  problem.   You g ive me 

th is  and I  wi l l  get  you some more purchase orders.   Did you,  

that  is  what  you say in  your  statement ,  r ight?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Can I  be assisted that  you g ive me 

th is ,  I  wi l l  g ive you purchase orders,  can I  be assisted,  

which paragraph is  that ,  Commissioners?  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    You say that  Mkhwanazi  agreed to  

assist  Mr Mat la la ,  r ight ,  to  get  the purchase orders.   You 

say that  he spoke about  General  Nkuoa 's a l leged 

corrupt ion.   So he is  shar ing in format ion now about ,  as you 

cal l  i t ,  the end user ,  r ight .   And then you say that  he of fered 
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to  put  on hold invest igat ions that  were cur rent ly  underway 

against  Mr Mat la la,  r ight .   You are s i t t ing in  th is  meet ing,  at  

least  fo r  the par t  o f  i t  that  you are sober and not  in  the  

k i tchen,  you know that  th is  is  the d iscussion  that  i s  

happening.   Did i t  not  s t r i ke you as something tha t  is  of  

ser ious concern and should not  be tak ing p lace?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    You know,  Commissioners,  the f i rs t  

quest ion that  you ind icated that  he lp me about  th is  and th is  

and th is ,  I  wi l l  ensure you get  orders.   I  have never ta lked 

about  that .   I  must  ind icate,  I  d id  not  ta lk  about  that  here,  10 

even in  my statement .   But  these others,  yes,  I  d id  h ighl ight  

them in my statement .    

 Your quest ion is  the issue of  concerns.   I  have 

never had any concerns upon these d iscussions.   You know,  

when the General  was ta lk ing to h im,  my understanding or  

my take on that  t ime was that  the General  was ta lk ing 

maybe under  genera l  and then the actual  act ions that  he  

was supposed to take,  I  do not  know.   But  for  me,  i t  d id  not  

mat te r .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sorry,  General ,  when,  and th is  is  in  your  20 

statement ,  when General  Mkhwanazi  says,  accord ing to 

you,  when he o f fers to  pause invest igat ions,  to  pause 

invest igat ions against  Mr Mat la la for  the a l leged at tempted 

murder of  Thebogo Thobejane in  exchange for  in fo rmat ion 

on L ieutenant  General  S ib iya,  you say that  does not  
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concern you?  This par t  we know you heard,  that  is  why i t  is  

in  your  statement .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  so …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And you say as  head of  DPCI ,  KZN,  that  

is  not  anyth ing that  concerns you?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  a t  some stages when 

we deal  wi th  th is  type of  issues,  I  be l ieved la ter  that  

General  Mkhwanazi  might  have in format ion that  he knows 

and then he wanted fu r ther  in fo rmat ion.   When you,  I  

be l ieve he might  have come there to do  cer ta in  10 

in ter rogat ion and ta lk  cer ta in th ings because I  was not  

aware,  me,  about  th is  case.   So when you do the in terv iew 

or  in ter rogat ion,  you need in format ion.   You say other  

th ings that  might  not  necessar i l y  mean in  order  fo r  you to  

ext ract  in fo rmat ion.   I  be l ieve  that  because as an 

invest igator ,  we do have other  tact ics that  we u t i l ize to  

ext ract  in format ion f rom people.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  General ,  th is  is  not  an in terrogat ion.   

You are there to assist  Mr Mat la la to  get  h is  cont ract  

honoured by SAPS.   That  is  why you are there.   You go 20 

there,  you know why he is  going there,  i t  is  to  ge t  

assistance to get  h is  purchase orders put  th rough so he can 

make money.   You know that .   So you go there.   I t  is  not  an  

of f ic ia l  meet ing.   You are not  there in  an  of f ic ia l  capaci ty  

because i f  you are,  then there is  a  fur ther  ser ious problem 
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about  that  meet ing.    

 You are not  there  in  your  of f ic ia l  capaci ty .   You are 

there as Mr Mat la la 's  f r iend /  brother .   That  is  why you are  

there.   You l is ten in ,  in  an in formal  d iscussion to a  

Commissioner  who says,  I  wi l l  pause,  I  wi l l  use my 

in f luence to pause invest igat ion on a ser ious mat ter  of  an 

a l leged murder,  a t tempted murder,  i f  you g ive me 

in format ion about  General  S ib iya.   And you say that  is  not  a  

mat ter  that  causes you concern  in  that  meet ing,  in  that  

in formal  meet ing,  which is  about  the cont ract .  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    My presence there was to accompany 

Mr Mat la la,  that  i s  correct ,  but  not  to  fac i l i ta te  h im to be,  to  

receive the purchase orders.   That  was,  the meet ing was 

fac i l i ta ted by General  Cele.   So eventual ly ,  th is  was 

d iscussed.   As I  am saying,  somet imes th is  i s  what  people 

can te l l  you that  th is  i s  what  wi l l  happen,  whereas they do 

not  mean i t .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So you thought  General  Mkhwanazi  

does not  mean i t .   Is  that  what  you thought  there and then?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Because he wanted in format ion about  20 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So you thought ,  so you thought  General  

Mkhwanazi  does not  mean i t  wi th  th is  of fer ,  i s  my quest ion.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA:   I  thought  so a t  that  s tage,  yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Then why do you ment ion i t  in  th is  
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s tatement ,  i f  you thought  he just  sa id i t  wi thout  mean ing i t .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    But  i t  is  what ,  th is  i s  what  was,  I  am 

te l l ing the Commissioners what  happened in  that  meet ing.   

I t  is  not  that  I  am saying i t  even i f  I  thought  he never mean 

i t ,  but  th is  is  what  happened there,  Commissioner  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    So I  would not  want  to  say,  even i f  I  

have a negat ive  thought  of  something,  then I  decide to 

leave i t .   I  do not  know which in format ion,  Commissioners,  10 

is  going to assis t  th is  Commission,  but  I  gave everyth ing 

that  I  know and that  I  can real ly  recol lect  to  assist  the 

Commission.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  so just  so  that  I  am c lear  about  

your  answer,  you are saying to us  now that  as you sat  in  

that  apartment ,  and General  Mkhwanazi  sa id to  Mr Mat la la,  

I  wi l l  ho ld the invest igat ion  i f  you g ive me in format ion.   As 

you sat  in  that  apartment ,  you d id not  th ink that  General  

Mkhwanazi  meant  i t .   Is  that  what  you are saying to us?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Cor rect ,  Commissioners,  because 20 

eventual ly ,  on the day when he was arrested,  he was 

charged for  the very same case,  and then he was processed 

for  the very same case.   This i s  the case where  he was 

ar rested.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight ,  so –  okay,  so the par t  that  is  
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miss ing in  your  s tatement  on th is  paragraph 64.3,  the par t ,  

the unwr i t ten par t  or  the missing par t  is ,  I  d id  not  bel ieve 

that  General  Mkhwanazi  meant  i t .   Is  that  -  I f  I  added that ,  

that  would be,  in  the l ight  of  what  you are saying.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.   And by the way,  

th is  meet ing,  how long was i t?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  th ink a lmost  an hour  or  so.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sorry,  d id you say about  an hour?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    An hour or  so .  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you say that  General  Mkhwanazi  

agreed to assist  Mr Mat la la to  get  purchase orders f rom 

General  Nkhuoa.   That  d id not  t rouble you too much?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  i f  the purchase orders  are not  

coming,  i f  somebody says I  wi l l  assist ,  the assistance is  

f rom where I  am s i t t ing,  i t  can be there is  th is  cont ract ,  

there is  no purchase orders,  is  there a problem or  whatever ,  

not  necessar i ly  to  g ive somebody an inst ruct ion,  but  that  

they go there to  g ive th is  person th is ,  because in  th is  

meet ing,  there was no even promises of  i f  you do th is ,  I  wi l l  20 

pay you or  I  wi l l  g ive th is .   There was noth ing  of  that  

nature.   But  on th is  one,  I  d id  not  have a problem.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You d id not  have a problem wi th  

assistance …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    To the serv ice  provider ,  your  f r iend,  to  

get t ing purchase orders f rom General  Nkhuoa.   Do you 

know General  Nkhuoa?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  know she is  now the Act ing Deputy  

Nat ional  Commiss ioner:  Support  Serv ices.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  you d id not  know at  the t ime who 

she was.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  I  knew a t  the t ime.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You knew?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  correct .  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    And d id you have any reason to th ink 

that  maybe she had a concern that  was a leg i t imate concern 

regard ing the cont ract?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    [ Ind ist inct ]…  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Did you have any reason to th ink  that  

she had a leg i t imate concern wi th the cont ract  and that  i s  

why she was not  p lac ing more purchase orders?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  wi l l  not  know.   I  do not  know.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You had never heard of  her  and the 

cont ract  …[ intervenes] .  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    This th ing of  -  I  wi l l  no t  know,  

Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    This i s  in  Apr i l  2025.   You had not  

heard of  any concern ra ised by General  Nkhuoa about  the 

cont ract  and the issue of  purchase orders?  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  wi l l  have to check on these 

messages i f  there  was something l ike that ,  but  I  know there 

was a message.   a  screenshot  of  some sor t  that  Mr Mat la la  

sent  to  me regard ing payments.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  remember that  one …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Right .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    On there,  because the WhatsApp 

messages assisted me to recal l ,  and I  was reading through 

that .   And then that  th ing,  I  know that  again,  he  had a 10 

problem wi th the  payments as we l l  as the orders.   That  is  

what  he to ld me,  Mr Mat la la.   I  was aware of  that .   But  the  

issue of  the problem wi th the ac tual  cont ract ,  tha t  one,  I  

on ly saw when I  see that  media c l ip  that  ra ised concern on 

me regard ing h im when he changed the d i rectorship.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  i s  the only  t ime you became aware  

of  any concern …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    As fa r  as I  can …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  okay,  so you are saying –  yes?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    As far  as I  can recol lect ,  but  I  wi l l  20 

have to check the  WhatsApp group.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Ja,  I  mean,  I  th ink we,  and i t  i s  qui te  

important .   I  a lso want  to  know why do you th ink  in  your  

posi t ion as a  Provincia l  Head of  the Hawks,  respons ib le for  

prevent ing and combat ing pr io r i ty  cr imes,  you d id not  
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advise Mr Mat la la  d i f ferent ly  to  say,  i f  you have a problem,  

go th rough proper  channels.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Look,  the meet ing was never  

ar ranged by me,  i t  was ar ranged by General  Cele.   And then 

I  be l ieve i f  you expected of  me to  g ive h im,  to  te l l  h im to  

say go th rough proper  channels,  even the General  who was 

there,  as the senior  to  me,  would have done that ,  bu t  he d id  

not  do that .   So that  is  why I  d id  not  see a problem in that .   

Maybe he was going to come up wi th that  or  not ,  I  would not  

know and I  do not  know.  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    So because your co l league,  the  

Provincia l  Commissioner,  d id not  say anyth ing,  you thought ,  

therefore you do not  need to e i ther .   Is  that  what  you are  

saying?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  remember,  the assistance was 

d i rected to General  Mkhwanazi .   And then he is  not ,  he 

must  not  be exonerated that  he d id not  do th is .   I f  he  

deemed i t  f i t ,  he should have said,  these are the 

procedures,  fo l low them.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    General  Mkhwanazi  wi l l  have to g ive an 20 

explanat ion fo r  th is .   I  am asking you because th is  was your 

meet ing that  you were present  at ,  you par t i c ipated.   Before 

you went  in to th is  meet ing,  you said to  us,  before you went  

in to the meet ing,  you knew what  i t  was about .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Let  me cor rect  you.   I t  is  not  my 
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meet ing.   I  was inv i ted.   So what  I  am te l l ing you,  I  am 

te l l ing you the t ruth,  and I  am te l l ing you what  was in  my 

mind by then,  and I  do not  want  to  come here and change i t .   

I  cannot  ch ip and change th ings as they are happening,  

Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  you accepted the inv i ta t ion,  

knowing what  the purpose of  the meet ing is .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner,  but  i t  was not  

my meet ing.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    No,  no,  I  understand that .   You were 10 

inv i ted.   You d id  not  organise the meet ing.   But  in  accept ing 

the inv i ta t ion,  you knew what  the  purpose of  the meet ing  

was.   You knew where you were going and for  what  purpose 

you were going there.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  knew i t  was regard ing the purchase 

orders.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.   So you knew that  your  f r iend,  

who is  a business person doing business wi th  SAPS,  

wanted to go see a SAPS Commissioner to  ask for  favours 

re lat ing to the same cont ract .  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  hear  what  you are  saying,  

Commissioner.   My …[ intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    No,  i t  is  a  yes or  no.   You knew or 

you d id not  know.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  knew tha t  they were going to ta lk  
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about  the orders,  yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    He was going to ask for  favours  

re lat ing to the same cont ract .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    He was going to ask fo r  the issuing of  

the purchase orders.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  Genera l  Mkhwanazi  cannot  issue 

purchase orders.   They are issued in  Pretor ia .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  agree wi th you,  but  why d id they 

refer  Mr Mat la la  to  General  Mkhwanazi?  I  do not  know,  

Commissioner.  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thanks.   No,  I  th ink that  I  would  l ike  to  

go to the WhatsApp messages d i rect ly  and a v ideo c l ip .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I t  is  on the same,  the same WhatsApp?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    On the same,  i t  is  the WhatsApp 

messages between General  Senona and Cat  Mat la la  on th is  

issue.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Chai r ,  may I  be g iven a short ,  and I  

know that  we are  running c lose to  t ime,  but  I  would l ike to 

at  least  c lose of f  on th is  before we break.   20 

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .   A l l  r igh t ,  Ms Hassim,  yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you k ind ly.   I f  I  could p lease ask 

that  we go to 6 February,  and that  would be f i le  one of  three 

of  the exhib i t  bundles.    

CHAIRPERSON :    And that  is  marked what ,  Ms Hass im?  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  marked f i le  one of  three.  

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  I  have the f i le .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    The page 15.  

CHAIRPERSON :    F ive zero?  One f ive?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    One f ive.  

CHAIRPERSON :    One f ive.   Thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you wi l l  see,  General ,  i f  you look 

down on that  page towards the bot tom on 6 February,  Mr 

Mat la la sends you a v ideo at tachment .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioner.  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So i f  we could just  p lay that  

v ideo at tachment ,  p lease.   There  should be a l ink.   How 

long wi l l  i t  take?  Chai r ,  I  wonder i f  we cannot  adjourn fo r  a 

few minutes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    How long is  the c l ip  and how long are you 

going to be engag ing wi th i t?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    The c l ip  i s  about ,  i t  wi l l  p robably be  

about  15 seconds or  so,  the c l ip  i tse l f ,  or  30 seconds at  

most .  

CHAIRPERSON :    And your engagement?  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    F ive minutes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    We wi l l  ad journ.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Cha i r .  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES  
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CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Hassim?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   So th is  is  a v ideo 

c l ip  that  Mr Mat la la sent  to  you,  Major  General ,  on the 6 t h  o f  

February 2025 and i f  we could just  p lay that ,  p lease.   

VIDEO CLIP PLAYED BACK  

 “Are ready to  take the k ids to  the  

col lege on the 4 t h .   So by Monday,  i f  we 

have not  received anyth ing,  we c lose.   

We rather  send members that  a re short  

and that  p rocess of  the non -10 

per formance by the serv ice prov ider ,  

that  p rocess are  a l ready d i rected that  

we must  star t .   So. . . ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Were you able to  hear that ,  Chai r?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Not  qui te .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can you p lay i t?   S low down the speed.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A lso,  the volume not  as h igh a lso,  i f  that  

is  possib le.  

VIDEO CLIP PLAYED BACK  

 “Are ready to  take the k ids to  the  20 

col lege on the 4 t h .   So by Monday,  i f  we 

have not  received anyth ing,  we c lose.   

We rather  send members that  a re short  

and that  p rocess of  the non -

performance by the serv ice prov ider ,  
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that  p rocess are  a l ready d i rected that  

we must  star t .   So. . . ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  that  v ideo c l ip  you have seen 

before,  is  that  not  so?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see he d id send i t  to  me.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Perhaps,  sorry ,  Ms Hassim,  i t  might  be 

helpfu l  fo r  purpose of  the record to …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    To t ranscr ibe.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    To t ry  and say i t  out ,  ja ,  to  say i t  out  10 

what  i s  in  there?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    The last  sentence of  the  person 

speaking was,  I  have d i rected that  that  p rocess of  non -

performance of  the serv ice provider  must  s ta r t .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Let  us conf i rm wi th General  Senona that  

that  is  what  he a lso …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Did you hear that?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  or  heard.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Me hear ing th is  i t  is  d i f f icu l t  

Commissioners,  but  i f  the  evidence leader say th is  i s  what  i t  20 

was said,  I  am comfor table wi th tha t .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So Mr  Mat la la sends you th is  

v ideo c l ip .   You knew that  was General  Nkhuoa.   What  d id 

you make of  that  c l ip  when you received i t?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    F i rs t  th ing f i rs t ,  I  do not  know why Mr 



    27 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 47 
 

Page 176  o f  196  

 

 

Mat la la sent  i t  to  me.   You wi l l  rea l i ze  af te r  he  sent  i t  to  me,  

there is  no response,  but  my make of  i t ,  I  d id  not  know 

which serv ice  providers  are ta lk ing  about  here,  because,  i f  I  

hear  some of  the th ings there I  th ink when you say the 

process of  non-performing of  serv ice providers né,  the last  

one,  Commissioner.   So,  th is ,  for  me,  there is  no  c lar i t y  

here which serv ice provider  they are ta lk ing about .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    But  he d id send i t  to  me,  but  I  d id  not  

know what  serv ice providers,  which one for  which work that  10 

must  be done.   But  I  heard i f  we run people that  a re short  is 

s t i l l  f ine,  and that .   I  heard people i f  they are short  and the  

non-performance,  as you advised me,  at  the last  l ines of  

serv ice providers ,  non -performance of  serv ice providers.   I  

cannot  make an in formed explanat ion of  what  is  i t  that  you 

make about  th is .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So he sent  tha t  to  you,  but  you d id not  

have a d iscussion  wi th h im about  i t?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  th is  …[ indist inct ]  [ in tervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    No.   He shares h is p roblems,  you to ld  20 

us in  your  statement ,  he shares h is st ruggles and h is 

problems wi th you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Absolute ly  t rue.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And he sent  you th is ,  but  you had no 

conversat ion about  i t .  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    These problems when he s tar ted to  

te l l  me,  I  want  to  check on these WhatsApp messages 

regard ing th is .   I  s t rongly bel ieve i t  is  far  beyond th is  c l ip  

when he to ld me about  th is .   But  the only th ing I  know is  the 

payment  before th is  c l ip ,  the delay of  payment  that  he to ld  

me about  Commissioners.   But  regard ing th is ,  he sent  me 

th is  c l ip .   I  do not  know why.   I  could not  make up anyth ing  

around th is  because even i f  i t  can be replayed for  me to just  

get  a sense of  th is ,  what  you ca l l ,  what  was the  person 

ta lk ing there actual ly  saying?  And then maybe,  i f  they 10 

would have ta lked about  the very same,  the serv ice  

provider ,  they have,  maybe they have d isc losed the  ident i ty  

of  the serv ice provider .   I t  wi l l  be ,  i t  wi l l  he lp or  i t  wi l l  be,  

make th ings bet te r  for  me,  but  at  th is  stage I  d id  not  make i t  

up anyth ing about  i t ,  and we never ta lked and d iscussed 

th is  th ing.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You mean at  that  s tage in ,  a t  6  

February you d id not  make anyth ing …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    We never d iscussed the issue of  the  

non-performance of  h is  cont ract  and everyth ing.  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you –  okay,  I  hear  that ,  but  that  is  

not  my quest ion.   My quest ion is ,  on 6 February,  you d id not  

make anyth ing of  th is  because you d id not  understand what  

i t  was about ,  the v ideo c l ip .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  absolute ly  t rue.   I  d id  not  make 



    27 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 47 
 

Page 178  o f  196  

 

 

anyth ing of  i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You just ,  you could not ,  you d id not  

…[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :     I  just  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You l is tened to i t  …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    [ Ind ist inct ]… [ constant  c ross- ta lk ing]  

I t  is  something that  went  l ike a b l ink and then I  just  ignored 

i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You just  ignored i t?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  I  just  l is tened to i t  and then I  le f t  10 

i t  because I  d id  not  make i t  anyth ing of  s ign i f i cant  about  

th is  c l ip .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You d id not  th ink  there was anyth ing of  

s ign i f i cance that  a serv ice provider  had access to a 

record ing,  an in ternal  meet ing d iscussion on a cont ract  

wi th in the SAPS?  You d id not  th ink  that  was s igni f icant?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  because remember,  I  do not  

know who was at tending th is  meet ing,  who was there,  

whether  maybe a lso Mr Mat la la was there  or  h is  

representat ive.   I  wi l l  not  know.   Me,  I  wi l l  not  know.   I f  I  20 

knew,  maybe I  would have a d i f fe rent  thought ,  but  I  do not  

know.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you d id not  th ink to  ask Mr Mat la la,  

how did you come to be in  possession of  an in ternal  

d iscussion wi th the in ternal ,  the screenshot  you saw was of  
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a  computer  wi th  SAPS cont ractual  in format ion on i t ,  f inance 

in format ion,  correct?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    You want  me to respond?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  not  ask h im and I  d id  not  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  no.   No,  no,  hold on,  hold on.   Let  

me star t  f i rs t .   You saw that  the p ic ture on the v ideo was of  

a computer  screen depict ing in ternal  in fo rmat ion ,  SAPS 

informat ion?  You saw that ,  is  that  not  so?  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  saw i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Right .   And when you saw that ,  you d id  

not  ask h im how did he come to be in  possession  of  that  

in ternal  in fo rmat ion,  that  record ing .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  not ,  because I  do not  know who 

were the at tendees of  th is  meet ing.   Maybe one of  h is  

people was in  at tendance of  th is  meet ing or  not .   I  wi l l  not  

know.   I  do not  want  to  come and mushroom answers and 

say,  no,  I  d id  no t  know I  asked h im.   I  have never even 

d iscussed th is  th ing wi th h im thereaf ter .  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  and i t  d id  not  concern you that  th is  

in format ion was being shared wi th the serv ice provider?   

You were not  concerned?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I f  i t  was shared wi th h im or  he was a 

par t ic ipant  there,  he got  i t  f rom there.   I  d id  not  ask and 
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s ta r t  to  t ick and check where d id you get  i t .   As I  have 

ind icated,  i t  is  a lso evident  in  th is  WhatsApp th ings that  I  

have never in teracted wi th h im af te r  he sent  me th is  th ing.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  that  is  actual ly  not  at  a l l  ev ident  

f rom the WhatsApp’s,  and we wi l l  cont inue wi th that  as we 

cont inue our  quest ion ing,  because you cont inue to meet  Mr 

Mat la la and you do not  te l l  us what  you d iscussed at  those 

meet ings and whether  th is  i s  something that  you d iscussed 

in  the meet ing.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    We never d iscussed th is  in  the  10 

meet ing,  Commissioners.   Our meet ings was of  a socia l  

nature.   When I  ta lk  to  my brother ,  we ta lk  genera l  th ings,  

l i fe  th ings.   We interact  on genera l  th ings and th ings that  

might ,  are on the publ ic  domain and so fo r th.   You know,  we 

do not ,  but  we have never d iscussed th is  th ing.   This th ing,  

I  happened to know when he asked me to know the  deta i l s  

when he asked me to accompany h im to the meet ing  for  the 

orders when we were ta lk ing  on the  14 t h  o f  Apr i l .   So that  i s  

that .   I  do not  have any answer for  the Commissioners,  but  

the answers that  I  have gave is  the answers that  I  have fo r  20 

you.   But  other  than that ,  I  do not  have another  one.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  i t  is  very d i f f icu l t  to  accept  that  

you would receive a v ideo c l ip  l i ke that ,  which has SAPS 

informat ion and branding,  that  you would not  ask Mr  

Mat la la,  what  is  th is  about ,  why are you sending me th is  
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v ideo c l ip  and what  is  the conversat ion about?  I t  is  very  

d i f f icu l t  to  accept  that .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  under …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja,  i t  is  just  d i f f icu l t  and maybe you 

need to reth ink your answers because i t  does not  look good.   

I t  looks,  th is  I  d id  not  ask when he sent  you what  you say is  

a random cl ip ,  which we know f rom later  in teract ion that  in  

fact  you become involved in  h is  meet ing about  the same 

subject  mat ter  la ter .   You at tend a meet ing wi th General  

Mkhwanazi .    10 

 So we know f rom your evidence,  or  the  evidence 

that  is  before us now,  that  you do become somewhat  

involved wi th your explanat ion of  how you become involved.   

And then there is  a c l ip  that  is  sent  to  you which deals wi th  

that  subject  mat ter  and you say to us,  wel l ,  I  d id  not  know 

what  i t  was about ,  but  important ly ,  I  d id  not  ask h im,  why 

are you sending me th is  random c l ip?  I  am st ruggl ing wi th 

accept ing the t ruthfu lness of  your  answer.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  hear  what  the Commiss ioner i s  

saying,  but  I  s t i l l  say I  d id  not .   I  do not  want  to  reth ink my 20 

answers or  whatever ,  but  I  want  to  g ive the Commissioners  

what  I  know and what  I  can stand for ,  because th is  one we 

d id not .   The issue of  the meet ing is  af te r ,  th is  i s  6  

February,  the meet ing is  around Apr i l .   I  have never even 

p icked i t  up that  at  that  t ime he sent  me th is  th ing and th is  
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th ing is  happening.    

 I  have never p icked i t  up that ,  and do the,  and 

connected the dots by then,  but  now that  the Advocate here  

is  saying to me,  th is  i s  not  re lated to that  one,  I  see that  

th is  th ing,  the way i t  is ,  i t  ta lks about  serv ice providers who 

are unable to  del i ver ,  I  th ink,  something l ike that .   But  f rom 

the onset ,  I  am saying I  just  read i t  and then I  d id  not  make 

i t  an issue and so for th.   Even though the Commiss ioner i s  

s t ruggl ing to accept  my explanat ion,  but  that  is  the 

explanat ion I  can g ive fo r  th is .  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja.   Wel l ,  because here is  how,  what  I  

see,  General .   Mr  Mat la la would have to real ly  be a madman 

to send you a c l ip  that  has no context  for  you.   You have 

absolute ly  no idea.   You have never d iscussed th is  wi th h im 

and then he sends you th is  c l ip  wi thout  explanat ion,  there is  

fur ther  no d iscussion wi th you,  there is  no  request  for  

c la r i f icat ion.   He just  sends i t  and he leaves i t  to  you to 

make of  i t  what  you wi l l .   Now,  I  s tar t  o f f  by saying he would  

real ly  have to be a madman and I  say that  to  say i t  is  

improbable that  you had no idea what  th is  c l ip  i s  about .   20 

You had a context  to  i t ,  that  is  why he sent  i t  to  you.   I t  is  

s imply not  correct  what  you are represent ing to us,  that  you 

knew noth ing about  i t  and you le t  i t  be.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  I  agree,  he sent  i t  to  

me.   I  concede that  he d id send th is  th ing to me.   Over and 
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above that ,  I  s t i l l  s tand by my explanat ion that  I  d id  not  

take,  made up anyth ing about  th is  v ideo.   I  do not  have any 

bet te r  answer,  but  th is  i s  the best  I  am giv ing  to the  

Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you,  General .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  put  i t  to  you,  Major  General ,  that  i t  is 

actual ly  much worse than that .   That  is  bad enough,  but  i t  i s  

even worse because Mr Mat la la sends you th is  v ideo c l ip  

comfor tably,  knowing that  he  need not  fear  any 

consequence of  shar ing th is  k ind  of  in fo rmat ion w i th you,  10 

because you wou ld not  report  i t  to  anyone,  even though he 

should not  be in  possession of  i t .   He fe l t  safe that  you 

would not  quest ion how he came to  be in  possession  of  that  

v ideo c l ip .   What  do you say to that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  know how he fe l t ,  but  he just  

sent  i t  to  me,  and I  d id  not  make i t  up what  exact ly  th is  

th ing is ,  why d id he send i t  to  me,  and so for th.   And I  d id  

not  even ask h im,  as  I  ind icated ear l ier .   But  he  h imsel f ,  i f  

you are saying he fe l t  comfor table to  send i t  to  me,  that  one 

I  do not  know.   But  he just  sent  i t  to  me.  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  he was r ight  to  fee l  comfor table 

because indeed you d id noth ing wi th i t .   A  v ideo c l ip  in  

which there is  an in ternal  screen,  Medicare 24 payment ,  

purchase cont ract  in fo rmat ion,  and i t  is  obviously a  

record ing of  a  meet ing,  an in ternal  meet ing and he knew 
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that  you would not  ra ise that .   And d id you ask anyone 

wi th in SAPS or  say,  to  report  to  say there is  a leak,  there is  

someone in  your  f inance department  or  in  supp ly chain 

management ,  there is  a leak.   Because you quoted to me 

the Const i tu t ion and your dut ies  under the Const i tu t ion,  

would that  not  be  in  l ine wi th your  dut ies to  contact  supply 

chain management  or  the f inance department ,  whoever the  

re levant  department ,  say you have got  a leak?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  not  do that .  

CHAIRPERSON :    That  is  not  the  quest ion.   The quest ion,  10 

that  i s  not  the quest ion,  General .   The quest ion is  whether ,  

based on what  you yoursel f  sa id  about  SAPS dut ies and 

obl igat ions under  the Const i tu t ion,  you were not  obl iged to,  

a t  the very least ,  contact  people wi th in the f inance 

department  of  SAPS or  the SCM, supply chain management  

sect ion of  SAPS and ask,  are you aware that  there is  a  

leak,  who is  gui l ty  of  having leaked th is  in format ion?  That  

is  the quest ion.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  not  do that ,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  the quest ion is  not ,  i t  is  not  whether  20 

you d id i t  or  not .   The quest ion is ,  is  th is  not  your  

obl igat ion?  Were you not  obl iged to do i t?   That  is  the 

quest ion.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    As the Commissioners are put t ing i t  

to  me now,  I  might  say maybe i t  is  an h indsight  on mysel f .    
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CHAIRPERSON :    Was i t  an obl iga t ion,  General?  The very  

obl igat ion that  you referred us to th is  morning,  and you 

were even quot ing a sect ion f rom the Const i tu t ion in  terms 

of  what  SAPS’  obl igat ions are in  terms of  that  sect ion  

…[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  hear  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Did you not  have that  obl igat ion?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    A t  that  moment ,  Commissioner,  I  

know i t  i s  an obl igat ion on me.   At  that  moment ,  i t  never  

crossed my mind to deal  wi th  i t  in  that  fashion.   And I  10 

accept  the mistake I  d id  because i t  never crossed my mind.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Did you not  at  the very least  consider  th is  

to  be a ser ious mat ter?  Let  us leave aside that  i t  d id  not  

occur  to  you to report  or  approach anybody.   This is  about  

tak ing act ion wi th regard to  the quest ion  of  non -

performance in  respect  of  a  cont ract  and that  is  something 

which concerned in ternal  SAPS discussions.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    As I  am indicat ing,  Commissioner,  i t  

never crossed my mind at  tha t  s tage.   I  know I  am 

obl igated,  but  i t  never,  and I  d id  no t  do i t ,  Commissioner.  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .   Now,  in  ret rospect ,  do you th ink  

that  i t  was a ser ious mat ter?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Now? 

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Now that  I  am informed by the  
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Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  no,  no,  leave aside what  you are 

being in formed.   Do you not  th ink that  th is  is  a  ser ious 

mat ter ,  as you s i t  there now?  And le t  me again take you 

back to what  both Commissioner Baloyi  and Advocate  

Hassim took you through.   This is  in te rnal  in fo rmat ion about  

d iscussions wi th in SAPS.   There is  even a SAPS logo.   And 

i t  is  about  act ion  that  should be taken in  respect  of  non -

performance of  a cont ract .   As you s i t  there,  my quest ion is ,  

do you not  consider  that  th is  v ideo c l ip  concerned a ser ious 10 

issue as you s i t  there now?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    As I  s i t  now,  I  do consider ,  

Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And you only rea l ize that  now?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioner.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Commissioner …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    And i f  I  suggest  to  you that  that  cannot  

be,  what  do you say?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  i s  now,  Commiss ioner .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Hassim?  20 

MS MAFISA :    Chai r .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.   Yes,  Ms Maf isa?  

MS MAFISA :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   I  just  d id not  want  

to  in ter rupt  the leading of  ev idence or  your  quest ion ing,  

Chai rperson.   However,  I  would  l ike to  state that  th is  
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par t icu lar  v ideo has not  been g iven to the legal  team, and i t  

a lso has not  been g iven to Major  General  Senona.   So the 

l ine of  quest ion ing,  I  do th ink i t  is  rather  unfa i r  to  Major  

General  Senona.   We are unsure whether  there was indeed 

an SAPS branding on the v ideo.   We are not  qui te  sure who 

the speaker is  in  the v ideo e i ther ,  and I  do th ink tha t  Major  

General  Senona should have been g iven an oppor tuni ty  to 

consul t  wi th  h is  legal  team regard ing th is  v ideo,  as we have 

done and as has been provided to us,  the annexures SEN1 

to SEN7.   So I  do th ink that  th is  v ideo should have been 10 

provided to us and i f  there is  other  v ideo c l ips that  wi l l  be 

used tomorrow,  I  s imply request  that  we receive these v ideo 

c l ips so that  we can consul t  wi th  the Major  General .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Chai r ,  sorry,  but  that  i s  an  untenable 

submission.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  Ms  Maf isa,  just  to  c lar i f y ,  we as 

Commissioners are not  aware of  what  was shared or  what  

was not  shared.   And wi th regard  to the branding,  I  re l ied  

pure ly on what  was said in  the,  as  par t  o f  the quest ion ing.   20 

And I  do not ,  and in  fact ,  I  th ink I  d id  actual ly  preface one 

of  my quest ions on what  was put  to  General  Senona by Ms 

Hassim.   And I  just  whispered now to my col league whether  

she too refer red to that  and she sa id she d id.   But  maybe,  I  

do not  know,  she too re l ied on what  Advocate Hass im had 
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sa id.   But  I  wi l l  inv i te  Advocate Hassim to respond.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Chai r ,  th is  v ideo is  par t  o f  the exchange 

between General  Senona and Cat  Mat la la.   I t  is  h is  own,  i t  

is  h is  own in format ion.   I t  is  h is  own phone.   I t  i s  h is  own 

WhatsApp chats.   He says he has seen i t .   He has a l ready 

g iven evidence about  that  v ideo a t tachment .   And so there  

was no,  none of ,  there are a number of  a t tachments here.   

You just  need to c l i ck on i t  to  p lay i t .   And i f  the team or  the  

General  d id not  remind h imsel f  o f  what  i s  the contents of  

these WhatsApp chats,  that  is  for  them to  take 10 

responsib i l i t y  for  and not  to  suggest  that  there was some 

unfa i rness on behal f  o f ,  on the s ide of  the Commission and 

the provis ion of  the evidence.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Did I  hear  you,  d id I  hear  you to say that  

-  what  exact ly  do you say the  General  re ferred to in  h is  

ev idence in  the context  of  the v ideo c l ip?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You mean in  ear l ier  ev idence?  

CHAIRPERSON :    You just  now you refer red  to the  

General ’s  ev idence.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Now in the context  of  the quest ion?  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    In  your ,  yes,  yes,  yes,  that  i s  exact ly  

what  I  want  to  understand.   What  exact ly  are you saying the 

General  touched on in  h is  ev idence?  Are you saying he 

touched on something that  refer red to the c l ip  or  what 

exact ly  are you saying in  that  regard?  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  he acknowledge the c l ip .   He 

acknowledged receiv ing i t ,  seeing i t ,  d ismissing i t  and that  

quest ion ing then proceeded f rom there.   So th is  i s  not  new 

to the wi tness.   This i s  a c l ip  that  was shared wi th the  

wi tness by Mr Mat la la.    

 I  wi l l  a lso say that  at  the end of  last  year ,  when 

there were d iscussions between the evidence leaders and 

the wi tness 's legal  team, they assured the Commission that  

they had everyth ing that  they needed in  the i r  possession.   

So i f  for  some reason there were some at tachments or  10 

in format ion that  they d id not  have access to,  they could  

have a ler ted us to  that .  

CHAIRPERSON :    When was th is ,  for  example,  le t  me just  

refer  to  th is ,  the f i le  one of  the exhib i t s  f i le ,  when was that  

shared?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    F i le  one of  the  exhib i ts  was shared th is 

week,  but  th is  par t icu la r  exhib i t ,  these chats,  were  shared 

wi th the wi tness last  year .   This very same page 15 was 

shared wi th  the wi tness and h is legal  team last  year .   We 

just  compi led i t  d i f ferent ly  in  th is  exhib i t  bundle  for  the  20 

purposes of  today 's quest ion ing.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ms  Maf isa,  we just  want  to  get  a fu l l  idea 

of  the inner and outer  contours of  what  you would  l ike to  

see and maybe af ter  that  we wi l l  ad journ and possib ly  come 

back and make a ru l ing.  
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MS MAFISA :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   I  would just  l ike to  

touch on,  perhaps maybe I  would just  l ike to  move backward  

pr ior  to  answer ing the  Chai rperson 's quest ion.   So on 

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    And maybe,  when we are deal ing wi th 

that ,  a lso touch on the point  that  Ms Hassim made,  which is  

that  these exhib i ts  were actual ly  shared and that  the only,  I  

do not  even want  to  say issue,  but  the only  mat ter ,  perhaps,  

is  how they have now been packaged,  but  that  they were 

shared last  year  a l ready.   So when you te l l  us the inner and 10 

outer  contours of  what  you want  to  see,  p lease touch on 

that  as wel l .  

MS MAFISA :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Chai rperson.   Thank 

you,  Commissioners.   On the  26 t h  o f  November,  we d id  

come to an agreement  that  we are sat is f ied wi th everyth ing,  

a l l  the evidence that  the Commission has g iven to us.   

However,  I  would l ike to  make i t  qu i te  c lear  that  i f  you have 

a look at  the chats,  th is  par t icu la r  v ideo is  not  inc luded as 

an annexure.   So sor ry,  Chai rperson,  le t  me just  move the 

mic a b i t  c loser .   But  th is  par t icu la r  v ideo is  not  inc luded as 20 

an annexure.    

 So when we came to that  agreement  that  we are 

sat is f ied and we are happy wi th a l l  the in format ion that  has 

been provided to us,  we s imply  looked at  the wi tness 

statements and the annexures to the WhatsApp chats ,  which 
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is  SEN1 to SEN7.   We can conf i rm that  we d id receive SEN1 

to SEN7.   However,  I  do th ink,  and I  hate to  use the same 

words over  and over ,  but  I  do th ink  i t  is  qui te  unfa i r  to  pose 

a quest ion to the legal  team to  say that  the l ink was 

provided to us,  o r  rather  i t  was packaged in  another  way 

because the l ink was not  provided to us.    

 Even i f  we look a t  the exhib i t  bundle that  we have 

today before us,  th is  par t icu lar  v ideo is  not  wi th in the 

exhib i t  bundle.   So that  agreement ,  I  should  make i t  very 

c lear  that  we came to that  agreement  th ink ing that  the only  10 

annexures that  ex ist  wi th in th is  WhatsApp chat  is  SEN1 to  

SEN7.   This is  no t  one of  those annexures.    

 I f  we knew that  th is  par t i cu la r  v ideo would  perhaps 

maybe then have been used in  Major  General  Senona 's  

test imony,  then we would have 100% then ra ised an issue 

and said,  but  th is  par t icu la r  v ideo has not  been inc luded.   

Even now wi th Major  General  Senona 's test imony,  Wi tness 

C’s evidence has not  been inc luded in  h is  test imony.   So 

there is  var ious th ings that  we are ,  as a legal  team,  we are 

unsure whether  they are going to be used,  whether  they are  20 

not  going to be used.   So in  good fa i th ,  we agreed that  we 

have received every s ingle th ing that  wi l l  be used for  Major  

General  Senona 's  test imony.  

CHAIRPERSON :    We are here now,  what  would you l ike to  

see,  Ms  Maf isa?  
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MS MAFISA :    Chai rperson,  I  th ink i t  is  s t i l l  a  l i t t le  b i t  

di f f icu l t  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Bear ing in  mind that  the substance of  

your  point  is  about  fa i rness and unfa i rness.  

MS MAFISA :    Correct .  

CHAIRPERSON :    So what  would you l i ke to  see?  

MS MAFISA :    Chai rperson,  perhaps maybe I  should just  put  

i t  wi th in the hands of  the evidence leader.   I f  there are  

v ideos that  have not  been f lagged as an annexure,  such as 

SEN1 to SEN7,  then,  and the evidence leader in tends to 10 

use i t  wi th in the test imony,  then can we p lease receive i t?   

A l l  we want  to  do is  to  look at  the evidence that  wi l l  be 

presented f rom the Commission 's s ide and have an 

opportuni ty  to  consul t  wi th  Major  General  Senona based 

upon that .  

CHAIRPERSON :    As I  sa id -  do you wish to respond?  As I  

sa id at  the beg inning,  we would adjourn,  consider  the  

mat ter  and come back because we do not  want  to  make a 

ru l ing only tomorrow morning because that  might  de lay us i f  

in  the end we say that  the v ideo or  v ideos must  be shared 20 

because then the legal  representat ives and the General  may 

need t ime to cons ider  those which may delay us.   So I  th ink  

i t  is  best ,  whichever way we go in  the end,  I  th ink i t  is  best  

for  us to  adjourn.   As I  ind icated,  we might  have to -  do you 

wish to respond to Ms Maf isa?  



    27 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 47 
 

Page 193  o f  196  

 

 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Ja,  I  mean,  again,  Chai r ,  th is  is  the  

General 's  own WhatsApp exchanges.   This  is  not  

something,  and i t  was not  an annexure.   I t  was embedded in  

h is  WhatsApp exchanges.   I f  there is  in format ion that  the  

legal  team feels they d id not  have,  that  they do not  have 

access to,  they cannot  read proper ly ,  they cannot  hear 

proper ly ,  they should have to ld us  that .   They never a ler ted  

us  to anyth ing.   They never sa id,  look,  there is  a v ideo 

at tachment ,  there  is  a v ideo c l ip  that  you have inc luded in  

your  in fo rmat ion to us,  but  we cannot  p lay i t .   They have 10 

never sa id that .    

 So,  you know,  I  th ink i t  is  a  very belated object ion.   

The quest ion is ,  as you said,  Chai r ,  what  do they want  

going forward?  And I  suppose the quest ion is ,  am I  go ing 

to re ly  on any other  v ideo c l ips that  a re par t  o f  the 

WhatsApp annexures and to provide that  to  the lega l  team.   

But  I  would have to just  check again my notes to see.   I  do 

not  th ink there are.    

CHAIRPERSON :    May I  just  f ind th is  out?  I f  fo r  example,  I  

were to send th is  document  as is ,  but  I  send i t  20 

e lect ronica l l y ,  no  amount  of  c l ick ing on there would make 

anyth ing open.   So in  what  format  was th is  sent  to  the other  

s ide?  Was i t  sent  in  a fo rmat  that  o rd inar i l y ,  when you c l ick  

on i t ,  the c l ip ,  the  v ideo c l ip  would open?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So Chai r ,  I  cannot  answer that  because 
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there is  a fo rmat  that  I  have where you c l ick on i t  and i t  

opens.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And there might  have been a  format  

where you c l i ck on i t  and i t  does not  open.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  we were never to ld that  i t  is  not  

openable f rom …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    That  is  just  a  mat ter  of  deta i l .   I  just  

wanted to be c lear  of  the facts.  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Ja.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Maybe we have reached that  point  where  

we should adjourn,  but  I  wi l l  just  l is ten to my col leagues.   

We have decided not  to  adjourn,  and Ms  Hassim,  p lease 

provide Ms Maf isa wi th the v ideo c l ip ,  and I  ask the two 

s ides to engage in  d iscussions and i f  there are other  

mater ia ls  which may a lso need to  be shared,  I  request  that  

between the two of  you,  you have those d iscussions and 

see what  needs to be shared and i t  should then be shared 

overn ight  so that  tomorrow we are not  delayed by something  20 

s imi lar .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Cha i r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Your  f ive minutes is  long up.   

You said you wou ld engage fo r  only  5 minutes on the v ideo.  

MS MAFISA :    Thank you fo r  indulg ing me,  Chai r .  
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CHAIRPERSON :    No,  no problem at  a l l .   But  I  do not  th ink,  

o f  course,  th is  means the end on the debate around the 

v ideo c l ip .   We wi l l  ad journ unt i l  9 .30 tomorrow.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Cha i r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS  

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -   
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