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PROCEEDINGS ON 28 JANUARY 2026   

CHAIRPERSON :   Yes,  I  whispered wi th my mic on qui te  

ear ly  on when we star ted s i t t ing .   We were to ld that  people  

heard us what  we were whisper ing about .   I  wi l l  be carefu l .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  d id  not  hear  anyth ing,  Chai r .   Chai r ,  

yesterday there  was a provis ional  ru l ing made by the  

Commission in  re lat ion to the d isc losure of  names in  the 

Annexure S4 to the wi tness 's statement ,  the WhatsApp .   I  

would  l i ke to  make fur ther  submissions on that  to  the  Court ,  

to  the Commission ,  and perhaps i f  the Commission could  10 

ind icate whether  they wi l l  be making a f ina l  ru l ing  or  not  

regard ing the d isc losure of  the names and whether  mysel f  

or  Ms Maf isa wi l l  be heard on that .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  th ink i t  is  only one name now because  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    In  respect  of  the other  name,  i t  was 

ment ioned.   So that  horse has bol ted.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja,  thank you.  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Chai r ,  I  th ink i t  was appropr ia te  

yesterday to proceed in  the manner that  we d id ,  as I  sa id 

yesterday,  out  of  an abundance of  caut ion .   But  on 
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re f lect ion,  i t  seems to me that  there is  no good reason not  

to  d isc lose the second name that  i s  ment ioned in  that  chat ,  

in  that  WhatsApp ,  and I  say so fo r  a few reasons .   The f i rs t  

is  that  that  WhatsApp communica t ion was shared by the 

wi tness to the Commission unredacted .   So the names are  

known to the Commission .   The second is ,  yesterday the  

legal  representa t ives fo r  the wi tness expla ined that  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    But  just  on that ,  un less there is  

something I  do not  know,  I  do not  th ink we as a Commission  10 

would pose any danger to  the General .   So th is  being  

shared wi th us,  I  do not  th ink that  addresses the issue that  

was ra ised by Ms Maf isa.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  I  am get t ing to tha t ,  Chai r ,  

because I  do not  th ink that  is  an issue e i ther .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So i t  was shared unredacted.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    There was no communicat ion to the  

Commission ,  we are  provid ing th is  to  you,  but  that  th is  is  20 

not  to  be made known in any way .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And fo r ,  and the reasons why i t  should  

not  be made known.   What  we were in formed yesterday was 

that  there is  indeed a l ink between General  S ib iya  and Mr 
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X ,  and that  the wi tness has evidence of  th is ,  and there was 

an undertaking to ,  you know,  provide that  ev idence.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Because we have a Wi tness X ,  maybe le t  

us use some other  le t ter  instead of  Mr X in  respect  of  th is .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Mr X –  wel l  …[ incomplete] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja,  le t  us use the Mr So -and-So that  the 

General  used yesterday.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Mr Such-and-Somebody,  Mr So -and-So,  

Mr S,  whatever  we cal l  h im,  that  was put  on  record 

yesterday,  r ight ,  that  there is  a l ink  between General  S ib iya  10 

and Mr So-and-So and that  that  ev idence would be made 

avai lab le to  the  Commission.   And that  is  important ,  

because that  fact  goes to the core  of  what  th is  Commission  

is  here to invest igate .   So i t  is  cr i t i ca l  to  the purpose of  th is  

Commission  that  we not  only have that  in fo rmat ion,  but  that  

where we engage wi th i t ,  we engage wi th i t  openly  unless 

there is  good reason not  to  engage wi th i t  openly .    

 The reason that  there is  a r isk to  the wi tness does 

not  bear up because f rom the face of  the text  i tse l f ,  the 

WhatsApp,  there is  no threat  to  the wi tness that  is  posed .   20 

The wi tness,  in  fact ,  h imsel f  expla ined yesterday that  he  

does not  recal l  that  par t  o f  the meet ing and that  par t  o f  the 

d iscussions that  took p lace on the 15 Apr i l  because he was 

in  the k i t chen .   So the r i sk,  in  fact ,  and you can see that  

a lso f rom the test  …[intervenes] .  
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CHAIRPERSON :    So i t  is  basica l l y  not  the wi tness 's 

in format ion.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  not  the wi tness 's d isc losure or  

in forming on anyone.    

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  is  a  text  by someone e lse ment ion ing  

these names,  so i t  does not  come f rom the General .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Does not  come f rom the wi tness .   The 

r isk,  i f  there is  any r isk,  I  say i f  there is ,  because we do not  

real ly  know the deta i l s ,  we have not  been provided wi th the 

nature of  the r isk ,  the r i sk,  i f  there are,  i f  there is  any,  is  to  10 

Mr Mat la la ,  not  to  the wi tness .   

 So the f ina l  th ing then I  wou ld  say is  that  

L ieutenant  General  Mkhwanazi  wi l l  be  requested to return to  

the Commission  and to address the contents  of  th is  

WhatsApp.   And when he does so,  he wi l l  d isc lose the  

name.   So in  any event ,  i t  wi l l  become known who Mr So-

and-So is .    

 So my submissions to you,  Chai r ,  are that  there is  

noth ing on the face of  th is  chat  that  ind icates a r i sk to  the 

wi tness and there is  no good reason not  to  d isc lose i t  and 20 

that  so fa r  what  in format ion we have been provided about  

that  there is  a l ink between the General  S ib iya  and th is  Mr  

So-and-So is  actual ly  qui te  important  and we need to hear  

more fu l ly  and openly about  i t  as  undertaken by the legal  

representat ives yesterday .    
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 So I  would urge the Commissioners to  ru le the f ina l  

ru l ing to be to d isc lose the name of  Mr So-and-So.   Thank 

you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Ms  Hassim.   Yes,  Ms  

Maf isa?  

MS MAFISA :    Morning,  Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning .   Good morning ,  Maf isa .  

MS MAFISA :    Commissioners,  I  th ink I  have been p laced in  

a l i t t le  b i t  o f  a  t ight  spot ,  i f  I  may say so,  because I  do not  

th ink th is  i s  a mat ter  that  can be resolved by rat ional  10 

deduct ion .   I  rea l l y  do not  th ink so .   We stated our  reasons 

yesterday that  there is  a safety i ssue,  and i f  the 

Commission wishes to make a f ina l  ru l ing on that ,  then that  

is  okay,  then we wi l l  we wi l l  be bound to that  ru l ing .    

 But  mat ters such as th is ,  I  do not  th ink can merely  

be resolved by even argument .   We do have reasonable 

bel ie f  that  there is  a secur i ty  r isk .   So I  th ink i t  i s  only fa i r  

that  we,  we led  arguments yesterday to t ry  and protect  

Major  General  Senona.   As much as my learner  senior  has 

stated that  Major  General  S enona's  l i fe  is  in  no way at  r isk,  20 

we bel ieve that  h is  l i fe  is  at  r i sk i f  he shares th is  par t icu la r  

name.   And unfor tunate ly,  I  cannot  take i t  any fur ther ,  

especia l l y  on camera,  to  say that ,  I  cannot  take i t  any 

fur ther  than to say that  there is  some sor t  o f  r isk i f  he were 

to ment ion th is  par t i cu lar  name .   Regarding us submit t ing  
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th is  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Is  there anyth ing addi t ional  to  what  you 

submit ted yesterday?  

MS MAFISA :    Chai rperson,  I  actual ly  just  had a chat  now 

wi th my at torney and I  sa id,  i f  need be,  we can a lso  

supplement  the s tatement .   We have no issue wi th s i t t ing 

wi th the c l ient  and a lso supplement ing our  statement .   We 

do not  want  to  seem as i f  we are  not  t ry ing to assist  the 

Commission.  

CHAIRPERSON :    What  statement  are you refer r ing to ?  10 

MS MAFISA :    Ma jor  General  Senona’s statement .  

CHAIRPERSON :    The statement  on which h is test imony is  

based? 

MS MAFISA :    Correct .  

CHAIRPERSON :    What  i s  the re levance of  that  to  the issue 

about  the d isc losure of  the name ?  So that  is  why I  was 

confused when you refer red to a statement .  

MS MAFISA :    Yes,  we are just  saying that  our  reasoning 

can be bet te r  e luc idated wi th in the statement  and then the 

Commissioners can read the reasoning wi thout  us having to  20 

d ivu lge cer ta in in format ion in  f ront  of  the cameras because 

of  that  par t icu lar  secur i t y  r i sk .   So we do not  mind doing 

that  because we do want  to  assist  the Commission.   The 

reason why we submit ted the screenshots unredacted was 

for  that  main  reason ,  we want  to  assist  the  Commission.   So 
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we are  not  t ry ing  to h ide anyth ing .   Our i ssue here is  that  i t  

is  a  secur i t y  r isk .   That  is  the only  issue .   But  I  cannot  take 

i t  any fur ther  than to state that ,  Chai rperson.  

CHAIRPERSON :    We have heard submissions f rom both 

s ides and th is  is  a mat ter  of  ser ious concern because 

issues are being ra ised around the safety or  secur i t y  

concerns wi th regard to General  S enona.   That  is  not  a 

mat ter  we can ever  take l ight ly ,  and indeed,  where i t  is  

war ranted,  i t  is  best  to  err  on the s ide of  caut ion .   But  we 

need to look at  what  we have before us here .   10 

 And what  we have before us is  a WhatsApp text  

f rom General  Mkhwanazi .   This wi tness,  that  i s  General  

Senona,  i s  therefore not  the author .   So what  he is  doing is  

merely to  read that  text  that  comes f rom General  Mkhwanazi  

and what  i s  sa id  in  that  i s  thus  not  being said by h im .   I t  is  

something that  is  being said by General  Mkhwanaz i .   I t  is  

in format ion which  is  100 percent  f rom General  Mkhwanazi .    

 Therefore,  we do not  share the concerns as much  

as issues of  the r isk or  the secur i t y  of  the wi tnesses before 

us is  a mat ter  that  we are qui te  concerned about  in  th is 20 

instance.   We take the v iew that  the General  must  d isc lose 

the name,  must  read the name as par t  o f  the whole text .   

That  is  our  ru l ing.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Cha i r .   Chai r  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  before that .   Good morning,  General .    
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Good morning,  Commissioners .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Chai r ,  i f  the wi tness is  to  do that  now,  I  

th ink he needs access to  the  device f rom h is legal  

representat ive.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Mr Baloyi ,  i f  you could assist  again,  

p lease.   Ms Hassim,  you wi l l  d i rect  us where exact ly  you 

want  the wi tness to read,  o r  do you want  h im to again read 

f rom the beginning to the end ?  I  do real i ze tha t  i f  the 

wi tness star t  somewhere in  the middle,  perhaps what  he 10 

reads may be out  of  context .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    May be out  of  context .   I t  is  a lso 

d i f f icu l t  to ,  f rom our records,  to  see exact ly  where .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i t  probably makes sense to just  

read i t  once more in to the record  f rom star t  to  f in ish,  and 

then we wi l l  have one proper  record wi th the ent i re  

unredacted …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    That  is  in  o rder .   That  is  in  o rder .   Thank 

you.  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    General ,  good morning.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Morning,  Advocate .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Could you read the WhatsApp exchange 

that  was sent  to  you,  the message,  and can you read i t  f rom 

the beginning to the end?  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners .   Good 

morning once more .    

 “Hi ,  General ,  I  t rust  you are wel l .   You 

made ar rangements that  I  meet  th is  

guy,  Cat ,  because he is  your  f r iend and 

brother  and he needed my he lp to  

speak to L ieutenant  General  Nkhuoa to 

p lace orders on h is cont ract .   He 

volunteered an in format ion about  a 

house address in  Sandton,  where  10 

S ib iya col lects money using the s tate 

vehic le and that  he paid two mi l l ion  

towards S ib iya 's  purchase of  h is  p lot .   

He a lso to ld  me about  S ib iya 's  

townhouse.   The fact  that  he is  the one 

who in t roduced our  meet ing to the Ad 

Hoc commit tee and l ied under oath,  he 

inv i ted me to  make publ ic  the 

in format ion that  he gave me,  which  wi l l  

put  h is  l i fe  at  r isk .   I  am st i l l  go ing to  20 

that  commit tee and I  hope he does not  

mind me exposing h im to both S ib iya  

and Steve Motsumi .   I  hope he wi l l  not  

b lame me for  r i sk ing h is l i fe  because I  

have to te l l  the t ruth about  our  
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meet ing .   I f  he th inks he can foo l  the  

commit tee,  i t  is  okay,  but  I  wi l l  not  say 

much,  but  to  s imply p lay a record ing of  

our  meet ing verbat im because I  have 

the record .   What  is  worse is  that  af ter  

you to ld me about  the d iscussion  

between you and h im regard ing Nengi ,  

I  ask you about  your  re lat ionship  wi th  

h im.   I  s t i l l  do not  know how the two of  

you met  to  d iscuss about  Nangike .   10 

Besides the voice record ing,  ce l lu la r  

phone t r iangulat ion and my vehic le  

t racker ,  inc luding  access footage,  wi l l  

conf i rm the date and t ime of  our  

meet ing  and for  h is  own sake,  I  hope 

that  those t imel ines are in  l ine wi th  

what  he said before the commit tee in  

re lat ion to h is  a rrest .   This i s  the man 

who says he met  you seven years ago,  

which is  cont rad ict ing what  you to ld 20 

me,  that  you grew up together .   I  guess 

th is  wi l l  becomes c lear  as  the  

invest igat ion cont inues . ”  

 Thank you,  Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  General .  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  General .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yesterday,  we were at  a  point  where the  

v ideo c l ip  was be ing d iscussed or  there were engagements  

around i t  and amongst  other  th ings,  there was the quest ion  

about  whether  there is  o r  there is  not  a SAPS logo .   And I  

had engaged the General  about  the logo based on what  you 

had said about  the logo ,  but  perhaps more important ly ,  

there is  the quest ion of  the request  by Ms Maf isa for  them 

to have access to  the v ideo c l ip ,  which am I  correct  that  you 

now have that ,  Ms Maf isa? 10 

MS MAFISA :    We received i t ,  Chai rperson.   Thank you to 

the evidence leader .   We d id.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And you appl ied your minds to i t ?  

MS MAFISA :    Yes,  we have.  

CHAIRPERSON :    May the engagement  wi th the General  on  

i t  cont inue then? 

MS MAFISA :    P lease.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   

MS MAFISA :    Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ms  Hassim,  I  do  not  know whether  that  i s  20 

where you want  to  star t  or  whether  you want  to  star t  

e lsewhere.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   I  am not  going to 

star t  there .   I  am going to star t  e lsewhere .   We may c i rc le  

back to that  la ter  on in  the day ,  but  I  would  l ike to  begin at  
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the beginning again .   And what  that  beginning is  fo r  me is  

the nature of  the  re lat ionship between you,  Major  General ,  

and Mr Mat la la  that  you were  g iv ing evidence about  

yesterday.   

 So what  we heard f rom you yesterday was that  you 

met  around 2018,  2019 .   You became c lose .   He was l i ke a 

brother  to  you .  that  you met  regular ly  and that  you 

f requent ly  conversed about  cur rent  af fa i rs  and that  you 

shared news and media c l ips wi th  each other  in  the course 

of  your  d iscussions about  th ings that  a re in  the media and 10 

current  af fa i rs .   Have I  summarized that  cor rect ly?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    In  some,  but  I  want  to  correct  that ,  

Commissioners,  we converse about  issues in  genera l  and 

media c l ips that  were garner ing our  at tent ion,  my a t tent ion,  

and the at tent ion  of  the communi ty that  was in  the  publ ic  

domain.   I  just  wanted to cor rect  that .   We do not  s i t  and 

d iscuss each and every media c l ip ,  but  i t  wi l l  be media c l ips 

that  are of  concern.   I t  is  e i ther  f rom his s ide or  f rom my 

s ide,  but  not  necessar i l y  that  a lways we s i t  and d iscuss 

media c l ips,  but  we d iscuss issues that  a lso re lated to the 20 

fami ly ,  our  fami l ies as wel l .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  you d id say that  you d iscussed 

current  af fa i rs ,  cor rect ,  and that  you f requent ly  d iscussed 

current  af fa i rs?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Current  af fa i rs ,  i t  a lso inc lude ,  i t  is  
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not  l imi ted to media c l ips,  but  i t  is  a lso inc ludes our  

personal  issues,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   I t  inc ludes that ,  but  i t  does not  

exclude what  the normal  understanding of  cur rent  af fa i rs  is ,  

which is  the news,  what  i s  occupying the nat ion,  what  is  

occupying publ ic  opin ion,  correct ?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  be l ieve I  have g iven you my answer ,  

Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  you can just  say yes or  no.  

CHAIRPERSON :    General ,  General ,  your  vo ice seems to 10 

have gone down today .   I  do hear  you,  but  you are  not  as 

loud …[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Must  I  ra ise i t?   

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Apologies.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Or perhaps pul l  the mics c loser .   I  do not  

know,  but  something has happened to your vo ice today.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Oh.   Thank you,  Commissioners .   

Apologies fo r  that .   I  have ind icated that  I  have prov ided my 

response to that  quest ion  and I  be l ieve that  i s  the  v iew of  20 

the Advocate ,  but  I  have provided my response,  

Commissioners .   Thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  th ink I  understand that  to  be a yes to 

my answer ,  so we do not  need to  dwel l  on i t  fur ther .   You 

a lso said yesterday that  you had no knowledge that  Mr 
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Mat la la i s  a cr iminal  and of  h is  a l leged cr iminal  act iv i t ies.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So I  would  l ike to  take you to 

some of  what  was occupying the nat ion for  some t ime  and 

for  th is  purpose,  could you p lease turn to  the f i le  wi th  the 

media c l ips .   And I  am not  sure how i t  i s  marked on your 

f i le ,  and i f  you need assistance,  we can assist .   So,  on th is  

top ic of  what ,  you know,  occupies  the news and publ ic  

opin ion,  do you know the name Babi ta Deokaran? 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  I  know the name Babi ta  10 

Deokaran.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And so you would be aware then of  her  

assassinat ion for  exposing l inks between cr iminal  

syndicates and Government  of f ic ia ls  re lated to corrupt ,  

par t icu lar ly  the corrupt  cont ract  wi th  Tembisa Hospi ta l .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  can recal l  that ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You recal l  that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  can recal l  that .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you would have read about  th is  in  

the media.  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Not  necessar i l y  read,  but  I  can recal l  

that ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   But  you say you d id not  know 

that  Mr Mat la la was impl icated in  th is  scandal .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Which scandal ,  Commissioners?  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    The scandal  that  I  just  re fer red to ,  the 

one that  many invest igat ive journal is ts  were report ing  on.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    There is  a number of  1 ,  2 ,  up to 12 of  

newspaper c l ips,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  am ta lk ing about  the Babi ta D eokaran 

exposure of  the cr iminal  syndicates .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    In  th is  bundle,  where is  i t  re ferenced 

so that  they can respond proper ly?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  I  w i l l  go to the bundle .   I  am asking 

you a quest ion about  whether  you were aware that  Mr 10 

Mat la la was impl icated in  the Tembisa hospi ta l  scandal .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  was not  aware,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So le t  us  then go to the media c l ips .   

And so the f i rs t ,  you wi l l  see there  are a number of  ar t i c les  

that  I  inc luded in  th is  bundle .   They are  just  a  se lect ion  of  

what  i s  avai lab le i f  you were to Google .   But  the f i rs t  ar t i c le ,  

i f  you could p lease turn to  that ,  i t  is  page 1,  and i t  is  dated 

13 February 2023 .   Do you see that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see that ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i t  is  a  long ar t ic le ,  but  the f i rs t  bo ld 20 

paragraph reads as fo l lows :  

 “A cent ra l  f igure in  the Tembisa 

hospi ta l  procurement  scandal ,  secur i ty  

boss Vusimusi  Mat la la ,  is  now under  

invest igat ion for  the i l legal  use of  b lue  
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l ights and s i rens . ”  

 This was reported in  February 2023 .   Did you not  

have any knowledge of  th is  at  the t ime?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    A t  the t ime,  I  have just  got  knowledge 

of  th is  when you gave me th is  f i le  yesterday.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You were not  aware of  any of  the 

a l legat ions against  Mr Mat la la  tha t  were being reported on 

in  the media s ince at  least  2023 ? 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    As I  have test i f ied yesterday,  

Commissioners,  I  was not  aware of  th is .  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    You were not  aware of  th is ,  okay.   So 

you …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  sorry,  Ms Hassim.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    We have jus t  been a ler ted by the  

Commission  spokesperson that  there is  indeed an issue 

wi th the sound and that  some journal is ts  have ind icated .   

So,  General ,  I  do not  know …[incomplete] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sorry,  is  i t  wi th  my sound o r  

…[intervenes] .  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Maybe c loser  to  the mic .   Ja,  p lease,  ja .   

This one as wel l .   Ja .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Am I  audib le now,  Commissioner s?  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  maybe the other  issue is  

when you are responding,  i t  seems l ike you are responding 
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to  Advocate  Hass im,  who is  c lose to you,  and you are  only  

focusing on her .   So pretend that  you are  responding to  the 

Commission  and t ry  to  ra ise your vo ice .   I f  we can hear you,  

then you must  assume that  even the audio -v isual  equipment  

is  captur ing you cor rect ly .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Noted,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So do not  just  have a conversat ion  

wi th Advocate  Hassim,  but  have a conversat ion wi th  the rest  

of  us.   That  way,  i t  is  captured correct ly  and for  

t ranscr ip t ion purposes,  we wi l l  not  have issues in  the 10 

future.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  have noted that  Commissioner .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you so  much .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  just  that  when I  look at  her ,  I  just  

want  to  capture proper ly  what  is  the Advocate  te l l ing me.   

But  i f  I  look the other  s ide,  I  might  miss some th ings,  but  I  

wi l l  t ry  to  comply wi th your d i rect ive,  Commissioners .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    When l is tening,  there is  no issue at  a l l .   

But  I  guess when you are speaking,  once you do that ,  then 20 

you are no longer  a l igned wi th the microphones .   I  th ink  that  

is  the issue.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  wi l l  comply,  Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   General ,  so just  to  
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re turn to  the ar t i c le ,  the ar t ic le  imp l icates Mr Mat la la  in  the 

use of  b lue l ights ,  as I  have just  read out .   The ar t ic le  a lso  

reads:  

 “Tembisa Hospi ta l  tender tycoon,  

Vusimusi  Mat la la,  whose companies 

scored near ly  R5 mi l l ion in  cont racts ,  

red- f lagged by Babi ta Diokaran,  i s  now 

under invest igat ion for  h is  i l legal  b lue -

l ight  cavalcade used fo r  a i rpor t  t r ips 

and school  runs . ”  10 

 The ar t i c le  cont inues to say that  Mr Mat la la has 

c lose t ies to  a Mr Mamela.   I t  a lso says that  Mr Mamela is  

t ied to Mat la la through h is once shared in terest  in  the 

pr ivate secur i ty  out f i t  ca l led CAT VIP Protect ion .   Those are 

the sor t  o f  headl ines of  the ar t i c le .   I  am not  going  to go  

through the rest  of  i t .   But  as you can see,  i t  is  qui te  a  

deta i led report .   Do you see that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see that ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  the next  a r t ic le  i s  dated  19 October 

2023 and th is  one is  an ar t i c le  in  the Sowetan.   And i f  you 20 

look at  page 9 of  the bundle,  again th is  media out le t  re fers 

to ,  to  page 9 ,  the last  paragraph .   Do you see that?  I t  

d iscusses socia l  media posts by a  person a l leged to be a 

par tner  to  Vusimusi  Mat la la,  and i t  reads that  th is  person 

would inadverten t ly  expose a quest ionable re lat ionship  
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between Mat la la,  a  businessman impl icated in  the Tembisa 

Hospi ta l  cor rupt ion scandal ,  and i t  goes on .   I t  is  cut  of f .   

But  i t  basica l ly  i s  saying that  Mr  Mat la la  i s  impl icated in  

that  Tembisa Hospi ta l  cor rupt ion scandal .   You were not  

aware of  th is  report ,  report ing at  the t ime?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So the th i rd media ar t i c le  i s  dated 20 

December 2024 and i t  is  page 16.   Do you see i t?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Page 16? 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.    10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And again,  th is  i s  an in -depth p iece of  

invest igat ive journal ism ,  so I  am just  going to read the 

summary that  is  inc luded in  the news report  and tha t  is  on  

page 16.   And i t  says :  

 “Secur i t y  boss and Tembisa Hospi ta l  

Tenderpreneur Vusimusi  Mat la la  had 

h is home and of f ice ra ided by pol ice  

th is  week.   Mat la la and h is companies 

were red- f lagged by Babi ta Diokoran 20 

before her  murder,  and the  

invest igat ion she star ted has now 

morphed in to a  specia l  invest igat ing 

uni t  p robe and a  Hawks invest iga t ion .   

Whi le  Mat la la is  in  the crosshai rs on 
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one f ront ,  another  of  h is  companies  

landed a R360 mi l l ion heal th  serv ices 

tender f rom the pol ice . ”  

 Do you see that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You were not  aware of  th is  at  the t ime ? 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  never read th is  ar t i c le .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You were not  aware of  any of  these k ind 

of  a l legat ions?  Were you aware  of  the ra id on Mr Mat la la 's 

home and of f ice? 10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The of f ice ra id I  was aware,  as  I  have 

test i f ied yesterday,  that  he to ld me the pol ice came to h is  

p lace to do the f i rearm inspect ion compl iance  and then they 

were looking at  h is  f i rearms .   And then I  sa id,  that  is  the  

normal  dut ies of  the TFO.  I f  they do that ,  there is  noth ing 

wrong.   I  do not  see anyth ing wrong in  the pol ice .   That  

one,  he to ld me,  I  was aware of  that  one .   But  I  never saw 

the newspaper c l ip .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    He d id not  share any of  th is ,  these news 

p ieces wi th you at  the t ime ? 20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The news of?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    These news ar t i c les that  were 

c i rcu lat ing,  he d id  not  share i t  wi th  you? 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    As,  Commissioners,  as i t  was,  h is  

phone was obta ined by the pol ice and downloaded  and wi th  
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these sof twares and so for th,  i f  he shared these newspaper  

ar t i c les wi th me,  i t  would have been a lso d isp layed in  the 

bundle that  the Commission has g iven us .   And then a lso,  i f  

I  have shared wi th h im,  I  came across any of  these ar t i c les,  

i t  would have been found there that  there is  th is  

communicat ion between Mr Mat la la  and General  Senona in  

re lat ion to these newspaper ar t i c les .    

 I t  must  be noted,  Commissioners,  that  amongst  

other  th ings that  I  do as a pol ice of f icer ,  I  do not  pat ro l  

media space to look for  th ings .   Whatever happened to 10 

…[indist inct ]  I  wi l l  read and deal  w i th  i t .   I  normal ly  do not  

pat ro l  media th ings and look for  th ings .   Somet imes i f  a  

person sends you something,  i t  wi l l ,  you  wi l l  look at  i t  and 

then i t  wi l l  ign i te  you to have a concern .    

 But  somet imes you p ick i t  up whi le  you are doing 

your job and then i t  wi l l  ign i te  you and then you wi l l  be able 

to  deal  wi th  i t  i f  you want  to .   I t  is  not  a lways a quest ion of  

that .   But  these ar t ic les,  Commissioners,  I  read them.  They 

gave me the f i le  yesterday af ter  we have adjourned .   I  went  

through them,  I  checked my WhatsApp  that  was g iven to 20 

me.   I  have never come across th is ,  or  no,  Mr Mat la la  has 

sent  i t  to  me or  any other  person .    

 And then I  am saying,  should i t  have happened that  

I  come across th is  t ype of  messages,  I  th ink I  would have 

implored what  I  d id  wi th the newspaper ar t i c le  of  the 5 of  
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March to star t  to  ca l l  h im and quest ion h im about  these 

th ings,  and that  would have increased my worry  in to the  

suspic ions of  h is  cr iminal  act iv i t ies ,  Commissioners .   I  th ink  

that  i s  my response that  I  can g ive ,  my response that  I  can 

g ive before the Commission .   Other  than that ,  I  have no 

other  bet te r  explanat ion to provide before the Commission.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You see,  General ,  that  does not  answer  

the quest ion,  because what  you are  saying is  you d id not  

know because he d id not  send you the ar t i c les,  because and 

in  fact ,  you do not  even say he d id that .   You say,  i f  you 10 

look at  the phone,  i t  is  not  there .   There are many ways in  

which he communicated wi th you  and my quest ion was 

whether  he shared th is  wi th you in  any form .   You d id not  

answer that  quest ion .    

 You say,  wel l ,  look at  what  we have ,  and i f  i t  is  not  

in  what  we have,  then he d id not  do i t .   That  is  evading the 

quest ion.   Now,  there is  a second par t  to  th is ,  which is ,  that  

even i f  Mr Mat la la  d id not  share i t  wi th  you,  as you said you 

d iscussed current  af fa i rs ,  th is  was an issue that  was 

gr ipp ing the count ry .   I t  was a shocking scandal ,  and Mr  20 

Mat la la was notor ious at  th is  t ime .   He was being reported 

on repeatedly in  the media .   So you d id not  need Mr  Mat la la  

to  share th is  wi th you i f  you were just  watching average 

news,  do you not  th ink?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  I  be l ieve  I  have 
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responded to th is  quest ion .   I t  is  coming again in  a d i f ferent  

way.   I  never came across these newspaper ar t i c les and I  

have ind icated i f  these newspaper ar t i c les came across me,  

I  would have deal t  wi th  i t  as I  deal t  wi th  that  one of  the 5 t h  

o f  March.   That  is  my response .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Besides …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    And besides  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  was saying,  I  th ink the quest ion goes 10 

beyond just  newspapers .   I  heard Advocate  Hassim to refer  

to  even ord inary news,  not  necessar i l y  newspapers  or  not  

newspapers only .   So is  your  answer that  you never got  to  

know about  th is  f rom any news source whatsoever?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am say ing yes,  Commissioners,  

because the only  th ing that  I  happened to catch me  i t  was 

the name of  the  la te Mrs Babi ta .   But  deeper to  that  as  

when the Advocate  star ted  wi th these newspaper c l ips when 

she asked me,  but  ord inar i l y ,  i f  I  would have came across 

th is  and then I  read these names,  def in i te ly  I  wou ld have 20 

deal t  wi th  i t  the way I  deal t  wi th  the other  one .   And then 

that  is  my submission to you,  Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    So you never got  to  hear about  a l leged 

culpr i ts  in  respect  of  the cont racts that  were being 

d iscussed in  th is  context ?  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The conference? 

CHAIRPERSON :    Culpr i t s .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Culpr i ts .  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l leged culpr i ts .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  a l l  I  know that  th is ,   

the murder of  Ms Babi ta  Deokaran was invest igated by  

Johannesburg Ser ious Organized Cr ime.   I  saw the arrest .   

because I  know some of  the invest igators .   But  in  depth of  

th is  th ing,  I  never happened to make any fo l low -up or  look 

in to these type of  th ings .   As I  ind icated,  I  am not  pat ro l l ing 10 

normal ly ,  but  you wi l l  not  f ind me pat ro l l ing too much on the 

media space looking fo r  newspaper ar t i c les .   

 But  i f  i t  came to my at tent ion,  Commissioners,  I  can 

def in i te ly  say I  would have deal t  wi th  i t  in  terms o f  what  I  

d id  wi th the newspaper c l ip  of  the 5 t h  o f  March,  and i t  would 

have increased my weary suspic ions wi th regard  to our  

re lat ionship.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  when you say the name of  

Babi ta Deokaran caught  your  at ten t ion,  what  exact ly  about  

i t  caught  your  at tent ion?  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  that  she was k i l led for  exposing 

corrupt ion .   I t  is  the murder that  a whist leb lower was k i l led 

and then they put  the name Babi ta Deokaran.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    And where d id you get  that  in fo rmat ion?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  cannot  recol lect  100% because th is  



    28 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 48 

Page 25  o f  229  

 

 

is  something that  came here now,  but  I  do not  want  to  g ive  

an opin ion that  I  cannot  substant ia te ,  but  that  one I  d id 

know.   There was no,  I  th ink i f  I  am r ight ,  i t  might  be on 

radio  on my way to work or  what ,  but  I  do not  want  to  

assume,  Commissioners .   I  cannot ,  I  do not  have a good 

recol lect ion .   This  is  something new that  was brought  by the  

Advocate  to me,  but  i f  I  cannot  recol lect ,  I  do not  want  to  

come and make opin ions,  but  I  have a l ready ind icated,  

Commissioner,  that  should I  have found th is  th ing,  and then 

I  would have deal t  wi th  i t  in  terms of  that .  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight ,  forget  for  now,  for  purposes of  

my d iscussion wi th you or  my engagement  wi th you,  forget  

that  you got  the f i le  th is  morn ing ,  because I  am not 

speaking to th is .   I  do not  moni tor  the media,  bu t  I  know 

that  I  heard th is  in  the news,  l ike every South Af r ican 

watching TV.   I t  was nat ional  news .   I  th ink that  we can take 

as a common fact ,  that  i t  was  in  the news,  i t  made nat ional  

news and that  is  the only way I  became aware of  th is  story .    

 You became aware of  th is  sto ry,  you say,  you th ink  

on radio .   Now,  my quest ion real l y  i s ,  what  about  i t  on radio 20 

d id you hear?  You d id not  just  hear  the name she was 

k i l led,  because i t  was a b ig story .   There was a fu l ler  s to ry  

to  i t  and I  would l ike to  understand what  i t  is  you say you 

heard,  whether  on radio,  whether  on TV,  but  when you 

heard about  th is  name and that  she has been k i l led .   What  



    28 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 48 

Page 26  o f  229  

 

 

e lse about  i t  d id  you hear?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    A  whist leb lower ,  Commissioner has 

been k i l led fo r  exposing cor rupt ion.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And that  s to ry would have said,  what  

corrupt ion and where,  r ight?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  have a recol lect ion of  that .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    You must ,  General .   I  am going to press 

you on th is .   You must .   I  th ink you are  being selec t ive in  

what  you want  to  say you remember,  which is  i t  was just  

that  she was k i l led .   There was a lways a complete story  10 

about  th is ,  expla in ing what  i t  is  a l leged she had done,  b lew 

the whist le  on,  and who was impl icated in  that .    

 And i t  i s  d i f f icu l t  to  accept  that  you heard about  th is  

k i l l ing,  but  you d id not  hear what  i t  is  that  she is  supposed 

to have b lown the whist le  on and who are the people that  

are impl icated .   I t  is  d i f f icu l t  to  accept  that  you d id not  

know,  you d id not  hear that  in fo rmat ion .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  I  say a whist leb lower 

has been murdered for  exposing cor rupt ion in  Tembisa 

Hospi ta l .  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  so you knew i t  was cor rupt ion,  i t  

re la ted to corrupt ion at  Tembisa Hospi ta l .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And you say what  you d id not  hear is  

that  that  corrupt ion impl icated,  o r  the a l legat ions impl icated 
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Mr Mat la la 's  company.   That  is  the  par t  that  you say you d id 

not  hear.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  when you read today,  

Commissioners,  when th is  was read,  when I  read i t ,  i t  is  not  

Mat la la a lone tha t  was impl icated here when I  read these 

ar t i c les today.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  so I  rea l ise  i f  Mat la la i s  par t  o f  

th is ,  there is  other  people and companies that  a re  

ment ioned,  but  p r ior  I  was not  pr ivy to  know tha t  which  10 

companies,  but  what  was said on the radio is ,  i f  I  remember  

very wel l ,  t ravel l ing to work,  was a whist leb lower who was 

murdered for  exposing cor rupt ion a t  Tembisa Hospi ta l .    

 And then in  the  radio,  I  th ink they were ta lk ing 

about  a lo t  o f  top ics and other  th ings,  but  th is  one came out  

because,  Commissioners,  i f  I  am,  i f  I  was to be select ive,  I  

do not  have to be select ive ,  because I  wi l l  admi t  to  th ings 

that  I  heard about .   But  a l low me not  to  admi t  to  th ings that  

I  d id  not  hear .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    And then a l low me to g ive  you the  

best  recol lect ion of  my events  as they were unfo ld ing .   But  I  

want  to  p lead that  I  must  not  be  pressur ized to g ive an 

answer that  I  do not  know about .   I f  I  do not  know,  

Commissioners,  I  rea l l y  do not  know.   I t  is  my humble  
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submission  that  p lease,  I  do not  want  to  be pressur ised to  

say th ings that  tomorrow might  come and say,  bu t  at  the 

Commission ,  th is  is  what  you said.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    So …[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  the in tent ion is  not  to  

pressur ise you .   I  asked you s imply  th is .   This is  a l l  I  asked 

you.   I  sa id,  you heard on radio ,  on what  you have just  sa id ,  

you heard on radio that  Ms Deokaran,  a whist leb lower,  has 

been k i l led .   That  is ,  you say,  I  heard that  on radio ,  one.    10 

 Two,  you heard on radio,  you say,  that  she b lew ,  

that  she was k i l led fo r  b lowing the  whist le  on cor rupt ion at  

Tembisa Hospi ta l .   You say that  is  what  you had on radio .   

What  I  was test ing wi th you or  what  I  was asking you was 

you d id not  hear  in  those radio reports,  you d id not  hear 

that  Mr Mat la la 's  company is  one or  the company that  is  

impl icated in  the  corrupt ion at  Tembisa Hospi ta l .   I  was 

checking,  but  tha t  par t  you say you d id not  hear .   And the 

answer is  yes,  no  …[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct  …[ intervenes] .  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    You e i ther  heard i t  or  you d id not .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  not  hear  that ,  

Commissioner…[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I f  you a l low me to  answer,  but  you 
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sa id I  wi l l  p ressur ize you to respond .   That  is  why I  sa id 

what  I  sa id,  Commissioner s.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Because I  wanted a c lear  answer .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    That  is  what  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  wanted a c lear  answer to  make sure 

that  I  do understand your answer that  you heard Ms  

Deokaran has been k i l led .   She was a whist leb lower  on  

corrupt ion at  Tembisa Hospi ta l .   You heard that  par t .   I  

wanted to be c lear  about  that .    

 And then f ina l l y ,  to  be c lear  that  your  ev idence is  10 

that  you d id  no t  hear that  Mr Mat la la 's  company was 

impl icated by the whist leb lower .   That  is  a l l .   I t  is  that  

s imple .   I  just  wanted an answer to  that .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  thank you.   Thank you,  Ms Hassim.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner  Baloyi .   

General ,  I  am not  going to move of f  these media c l ips ,  

because the,  I  hear  what  you are  saying,  but  i t  does not  

make sense,  because as I  sa id,  thanks to good journal ism 

in th is  count ry,  you could not  avoid hear ing about  the  20 

developments in  the invest igat ion o f  th is  par t i cu lar  scandal .   

You could not  avoid i t ,  and you can see that  as I  take you 

through these par t icu la r  ar t i c les .   And as I  sa id,  th is  i s  a  

sample and th is  is  just  what  is  posted onl ine .   There was 

radio and there was TV and there were other  fo rms of  socia l  
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media posts regard ing th is .    

 So I  am going to go through i t  because th is  was on 

20 December,  th is  par t i cu lar  ar t i c le .   Now what  we have is  

not  only that  Mr Mat la la  was involved in  the Tembisa 

scandal ,  but  a lso  that  h is  company was ra ided and that  he  

has been awarded a fur ther  tender,  the one that  we were 

d iscussing yesterday in  the purchase orders re lated to the  

fur ther  tender .   So there are more ,  more in format ion is  

emerging.    

 So th is  is  on 20 December,  and we have gone 10 

through the headl ines of  that .   And again,  you wou ld have 

a l ready read th is ,  and you would have seen that  i t  is  a  very 

deta i led report .   Can you go to page 28,  the next  ar t i c le ,  

which is  23 December .   And the o ther  th ing you wi l l  see is  

that  the report ing on th is  i s  real ly  every couple of  days 

there is  something new that  emerges .   So 23 December,  

page 28,  do you see that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see that ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So now,  i f  again,  i f  you just  look at  the  

headl ine summary,  the f i rs t  paragraph :  20 

 “Businessman and tenderpreneur  

previously l inked to Tembisa Hospi ta l  

f raud invest igat ions . ”  

 I t  says:  

 “ Is now entangled in  a case invo lv ing  
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the k idnapping of  a  woman and a  

chi ld . ”  

 That  is  the f i rs t  paragraph .   You see that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see that ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    The second paragraph says :  

 “Fol lowing a ra id  at  h is  home,  where  

expensive watches,  e lect ronics and 

guns were seized,  Mat la la has 

launched court  act ion to over turn  

unlawfu l  po l i ce ac t ion . ”  10 

 Do you see that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see i t ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then the th i rd paragraph says :   

 “H i s  cour t  papers provide a  rare  

window into the dramat ic  ra id and h is  

connect ion to h igh - ranking of f i cers 

af ter  h is  company was awarded a  

pol ice heal th  serv ices tender worth  360 

mi l l ion . ”  

 Now,  th is  ar t i c le  is  now referr ing to addi t ional  20 

in format ion .   This  is  now not  just  about  a f i rearm inspect ion 

compl iance at  h is  of f ice ,  th is  is  a ra id at  h is  home .   And you 

have said that  you and Mr Mat la la speak regular ly  and that  

you share,  you spoke about  h is  st ruggles .   A re you saying 

that  you had no d iscussion wi th Mr Mat la la about  th is  ra id 
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on h is home?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners,  he never to ld  

me about  the ra id .   I  have a l ready ind icated that  in  my 

evidence in  ch ie f  what  he  shared wi th me .   And I  have 

a l ready ind icated th is  morning,  Commissioners,  apo logies,  I  

was looking th is  s ide ,  p lease bear wi th me .   I  a lso ind icated 

th is  morning tha t  he d id in form me about  the  f i rearm 

inspect ion .   Then I  to ld  h im that  i f  there is  noth ing wrong,  

you do not  have to worry .    

 So,  Commissioners,  I  must  ind icate that  even 10 

though the Advocate  is  saying i t  does not  make sense to 

her ,  but  my job is  to  do,  deal  wi th  invest igat ions .   I  must  

focus at  my province,  KwaZulu -Nata l .   And I  must  te l l  you 

that  even i f  my per formance can be f lagged here,  over  and 

above what  I  h igh l ighted here,  in  the count ry,  the Republ ic  

of  South Af r ica,  for  the past  three f inancia l  years,  excluding 

th is  one,  the cur rent  one,  because i t  has not  yet  ended,  the 

per fo rmance of  my province,  because I  focus on my work .   

I t  was 19,  the one was 98% and the other  two was 100% 

when we look in to the ser ious commercia l  c r ime 20 

invest igat ions .   And I  was car ry ing  the count ry  in  o rder  to  

achieve i ts  object ives .    

 You see,  hence I  sa id I  do  not  pat ro l  the media .   

And then i f  I  came across these newspaper ar t i c les,  I  am 

repeat ing again,  I  would have deal t  wi th  i t ,  Commiss ioners,  
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in  l ine wi th what  I  d id  wi th the ar t ic le  of  the 5 t h  o f  March.   

And I  would have sent  i t  to  h im and say,  and  say,  and ask 

h im quest ions about  i t .   So s ince th is  never came to my 

at tent ion and the  issue of  that  h is  company was l inked to  

th is  exposure by  a whist leb lower that  was m urdered,  may 

her  soul  rest  in  peace ,  I  would have deal t  wi th  i t  in  l ine wi th  

th is ,  and i t  would have had an impact  in  my re la t ionship  

wi th h im,  Commissioners.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Can I  just  ask a s l ight ly  d i f ferent  

quest ion.   Assuming you are cor rec t  that  you d id not  look at  10 

the newspaper ar t ic les f rom December to  February 2022,  

are you aware that  Mr Mat la la  had a cr iminal  record  pr ior  to  

you star t ing a f r iendship wi th h im ?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  was not  aware,  Commissioner .   I  

became aware when i t  was read in  the Ad Hoc,  what  you 

cal l ,  Ad Hoc commit tee,  that  there  is  th is  l is t ,  a  long l is t  o f  

cr iminal  record .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Is  i t  not  a red f lag that  the Head of  

the province fo r  the Hawks is  f r iends wi th people who have 

cr iminal  records and he is  unaware of  i t  or  he chooses to 20 

ignore i t?   I  do not  know which is  which .   Is  i t  not  a red 

f lag?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners ,  i f  you do not  know 

anyth ing,  there is  no red f lag about  i t ,  un less you were 

aware of  i t .   And I  must  put  i t  on  record,  Commissioners,  
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that  when you,  in  th is  room, I  want  to  inv i te  that  is  there  

anyone in  th is  room when you have a f r iend ,  one goes and 

say,  le t  me prof i le  th is  f r iend of  m ine to see what  type of  a  

person he is .   Even our  par tners,  nobody does that  unt i l ,  in  

the pol ice,  you prof i le  a person when he is  a subject  of  

invest igat ion .   You do not  abuse your ,  the state resources .   

So I  am saying,  Commissioner,  in  shor t ,  I  was not  aware 

and then I  have never even prof i led  h im.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So i t  does not  bother  you who you 

associate wi th .   You say,  i f  they do not  te l l  me they could 10 

be ser ia l  k i l lers for  a l l  I  care,  I  w i l l  be thei r  f r iends unt i l  

they te l l  me tha t  they are ser ia l  k i l le rs .   Is  that  your  

at t i tude?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    You know,  Commissioner,  a  ser ia l  

k i l le r ,  you might  f ind we have ins ight  here .   I  got  t ra in ing to  

that .   A  ser ia l  k i l ler  i s  a d i f ferent  type of  a  person who is  a 

normal  person w i th in the societ ies and everyth ing .   And 

once he star ts ,  that  th ing ign i tes  and then what  wi l l  happen .   

He wi l l  go and k i l l .  and then f rom there he comes back af te r  

a cer ta in per iod o f  t ime,  i t  comes up again .   And then that  is  20 

a ser ia l  k i l ler ,  but  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  I  do not  want  you to avoid 

my quest ion by t ry ing to expla in to  me what  a ser ia l  k i l le r  is .   

I  was s imply mak ing an example that  as Head of  p rovince 

for  the Hawks,  do you not  check the type of  people you 
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bef r iend or  you associate wi th?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  p rof i le  them unt i l  i f  I  know 

there is  anyth ing s in is ter ,  then I  wi l l  s tar t  to  ask quest ions .   

I  wi l l  s tar t  to  engage the  very same person tha t  I  am 

bef r iend ing,  bef r iend,  I  have bef r iended.   And that  what  

about  these th ings,  as I  have done wi th th is  a r t ic le  of  the 

5 t h  o f  March,  Commissioners.   You know,  when you,  a 

re lat ionship i t  is  s ta r t ing and i t  is  moving,  unt i l  such t ime 

you f ind th ings that  are s in is ter ,  then that  is  when you star t  

to  do those type of  th ings .   But  before that ,  I  d id  not  and my 10 

responsib i l i t ies here was to deal  wi th  cr ime in  KwaZulu -

Nata l .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  th is  is  now s ix,  seven years la ter .   

I t  is  not  at  the beginning of  the f r iendship.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners .   I  d id  not  

prof i le  h im or  look,  search fo r  who is  he,  what  has he done 

wrong wi th the law .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So i t  d id  not  bother  you that  here is  a  

person who is  go ing in to business wi th my son ,  I  want  to  

protect  my son ,  le t  me check h im out  to  see i f  he  has a  20 

cr iminal  record,  i f  my son is  not  enter ing in to a business 

re lat ionship wi th somebody who has a cr iminal  record .   A l l  

those th ings d id not  bother  you ?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners .   I  cannot  go and 

prof i le  a person i f  he does business wi th my son .   There is  
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a  lo t  o f  o ther  people that  were doing business wi th my son .  

I  d id  not  p rof i le  them.  I  became very worr ied once that  

th ing was d isp layed at  the Ad Hoc commit tee .   So on a  

ser ious note,  Commissioners,  I  th ink I  have responded to 

that .   I  do not  do that .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  I  th ink two quest ions f rom me 

f rom th is .   You say you got  concerned when th ings came out  

a t  the Ad Hoc commit tee .   Are you saying to us that  before 

the Ad Hoc commit tee process,  you never became aware 

before,  you never  became away f rom media reports that  Mr  10 

Mat la la i s  impl ica ted in  ser ious cr iminal  conduct ?   

 For  example,  there is  the a l leged a t tempted murder  

of  h is  fo rmer par tner ,  for  which u l t imate ly I  th ink he gets  

ar rested.   And there are other  th ings that  have been 

reported.   Are you saying to us unt i l  the Ad Hoc commit tee,  

you never became aware of  those k ind of  ser ious 

a l legat ions against  h im?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  I  was responding to  

the cr iminal  records of  Mr Mat la la,  but  to  come di rect  to  

your  quest ion,  remember I  test i f ied yesterday about  what  20 

General  Mkhwanazi  ta lked about ,  th is  th ing of  a t tempted 

murder on the g i r l f r iend .   I  became aware there and then 

over  and above that  he was eventual ly  a rrested .   And then I  

sa id I  complete ly  cut  t ies wi th h im .   And another  th ing is  the 

issue of ,  he says the pol ice v is i ted h im to do the ,  what  you 
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ca l l ,  the f i rearm inspect ions at  h is  of f ices .    

 So normal ly ,  under normal  c i rcumstances,  we do 

not ,  as pol ice,  p rof i le  people that  are not  the sub ject  of  

invest igat ion .   I f  a  person is  being  prof i led,  you take h is ID,  

you take h is f ingerpr in ts to  check who he is  and so for th .   

That  person must  be a subject  of  invest igat ion .   Other  than 

that ,  wi th  me,  I  wi l l  not  do i t  because i t  is  not  cor rect .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   He is  your  f r iend.   You refer  to 

h im as my brother .   So he is  not  just  any person .   He is  not  

me in  your l i fe ,  r ight ?  He is  someone c lose to  you .   You 10 

become aware in  the media or  whatever  form,  but  you 

concede that  you became aware ,  at  least  as fa r  as I  

understand you  that  he,  there were a l legat ions about  h is  

possib le involvement  in  the at tempted murder of  h is  ex -

par tner .   This is  before he is  ar rested.   You become aware  

of  that .    

 Are you,  is  your  ev idence that  even wi th that  

a l legat ion that  is  in  the publ ic  domain ,  you st i l l  do not  check 

on your f r iend and brother  to  see what  i s  i t  about  h im ,  what  

is  h is  story .   You st i l l  do not  check.   You are  happy to 20 

ignore i t  and then  carry on wi th your l i fe  unt i l  he is  a r rested.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  check in  the sense of ?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    To do a prof i le  of  h im at  that  point ,  to  

go and look at  h is  record ,  why are  these th ings being said  

about  h im?  Are you saying,  and p lease keep in  m ind that  
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the quest ions are  asked of  you because you are  Head of  the  

Hawks.   You may be in  KZN,  but  you are Head of  an 

important  inst i tu t ion that  deals wi th ser ious cr imes .   So the  

quest ion is  asked of  you in  that  way .   You are  not  an  

ord inary c i t izen .   You are not  a jun ior  pol ice of f i cer .   You 

have a f r iend  /  brother .   A l legat ions are made about  h im in  

the publ ic  domain  that  he  is  involved,  he may be invo lved in  

an at tempted murder .   But  there is  more to i t ,  bu t  I  am 

happy to d iscuss i t  on the basis of  just  th is  one a l legat ion .    

 A t  that  point ,  you st i l l  say that ,  wel l ,  I  have no 10 

business invest igat ing h im or  f ind ing out  about  h im in  fact ,  

not  invest igate,  but  f ind ing out  more about  th is  person who 

is  so c lose to me that  I  am associat ing wi th,  that  I  am 

discussing personal  mat te rs and pol ice business  wi th .   You 

st i l l  say at  that  point  you th ink i t  is  not  your  business to f ind  

out  more about  h im?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  accord ing to what  I  

heard in  that  meet ing on the 15 t h  o f  Apr i l ,  the mat ter  was 

under invest igat ion and not  by me,  but  by the people that  

the General  knew,  General  Mkhwanazi .   So they are  20 

responsib le to  do the prof i l ing and everyth ing .   I  d id  not  

want  to  go and prof i le  and do other  th ings .   I  cannot  prof i le  

a person that  i s  not  the subject  of  invest igat ion .   And I  th ink 

I  have a l ready ind icated that  s lowly but  for  sure,  a f ter  the  

ar t i c le  of  the 5 t h  o f  March,  I  was moving away,  revers ing 
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away f rom him.   I  ind icated i t  yesterday in  my evidence .   So 

what  the Commissioner is  asking me I  d id not  do i t ,  

Commissioner .   I  never went  and prof i led h im.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  just  last ly ,  just  to  make sure,  so 

that  I  make sure I  understand your  answer .   Last ly ,  is  your  

answer that  even when you heard,  le t  us say in  that  meet ing  

wi th General  Mkhwanazi ,  that ,  oh,  he is  being invest igated 

for  possib le involvement  in  an at tempted murder,  even when 

you heard i t  in  that  meet ing,  you decided th is  has noth ing to  

do wi th me.   I  see noth ing wrong in  cont inu ing to associate  10 

c losely wi th someone who is  accused or  who is  being 

invest igated,  because you knew in that  meet ing that  he is  

being invest igated,  you te l l  us .    

 You are  saying to us that  you decided af ter  that ,  

that  I  do not  care,  i t  is  f ine.  I  cont inue to be f r iends wi th 

th is  a person who is  been invest igated by the pol ice  and I  

wi l l  cont inue to d iscuss wi th h im whatever business I  want  

to  d iscuss wi th h im .   Is  that  what  you are  te l l ing us?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am saying,  Commissioner ,  the 

Commissioner i s  saying,  associate c losely .   I  have said,  20 

af ter  the 5 t h  o f  March,  I  s ta r ted to s lowly moving out .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sorry,  I  must  in te rrupt  you,  General .   I  

am not  ta lk ing about  the 5 t h  o f  March.   I  am ta lk ing about  

the meet ing wi th General  Mkhwanaz i ,  which is  in  November 

a l ready,  i f  I  am not  mistaken ,  and where you hear,  you say 
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to  us,  i f  you heard i t  for  the f i rs t  t ime,  and I  am prepared fo r  

purposes of  th is  engagement  to  accept  that  you h eard i t  for  

the f i rs t  t ime in  that  meet ing .   So fo rget  March,  which is  

la ter  on.   

 What  I  am checking wi th you,  and real ly  I  th ink you 

can g ive me a yes or  no answer here ,  that  you hear in  that  

meet ing that  Mr Mat la la  is  being invest igated by the SAPS 

for  possib ly  involvement  in  an at tempted murder .   You hear 

that  in  that  meet ing and you te l l  us in  your  statement ,  you 

hear that  in  the meet ing .    10 

 Is  your  ev idence to us now that  even af te r  hear ing  

that ,  you had no d i f f icu l ty  cont inu ing to  have h im as 

someone c lose to you that  you d iscuss whatever business 

you cont inue to  d iscuss wi th h im wi thout  d is tancing yoursel f  

f rom him at  that  point .   A f ter  that  point ,  you were  happy .   

You thought  there is  noth ing wrong in  your  cont inued 

re lat ionship wi th a suspect ,  is  real l y  the bot tom  l ine of  what  

I  am asking you.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner …[ intervenes] .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    And i f  your  answer is  a yes,  I  am happy 20 

for  you to say yes and we move on.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Can I  say th is ,  Commissioners .   I t  

was the f i rs t  t ime I  heard about  that  invest iga t ion  and 

another  d iv is ion  is  invest igat ing  that  mat ter .   I  do not  

in ter fere in  that ,  number one .   Number 2 is  that  I  a l ready 
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ind icated I  was moving away to th is  re lat ionship tha t  I  was 

having wi th h im .   I t  has a l ready star ted .   And you know,  

when a person is  being  invest igated,  they say there  is  

a l legat ions of  th is .   I  d id  not  have more facts unt i l  he was 

ar rested.   So the  Commissioner wants to  know i f  is  i t  s t i l l  

okay to  cont inue  a f r iendship wi th that  person .   My 

response is  that  the process has a l ready star ted for  me to 

move away.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  General ,  I  am going to  accept  

your ,  to  take your answer to  my quest ion as being,  you d id  10 

not  see anyth ing wrong .   Af ter  you found out  in  that  meet ing  

wi th General  Mkhwanazi ,  i f  that  was the f i rs t  t ime you found 

out ,  a f ter  you found out  there that  he is  being invest igated 

by the SAPS for  at tempted murder ,  you saw noth ing  wrong .   

You d id not  have a problem wi th the cont inu ing re lat ionship  

wi th h im immediate ly af ter  that  meet ing .    

 I  take that  to  be your answer because you refuse to  

answer me d i rect ly ,  a  quest ion  that  I  am conf ident  is  

capable of  a  d i rect  answer,  yes,  no .   You have answered i t  

many t imes and I  accept  i t  as you say you saw noth ing  20 

wrong in  cont inu ing that  re lat ionsh ip .   Thank you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :   My answer st i l l  s tands,  Commissioner .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  thank you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The te rminat ion of  the re lat ionship  

was in  process.  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    General ,  to  take you back again to  

these news repor ts .   We were looking at  an ar t i c le  on  the 

23 r d  o f  December 2024 in  which very ser ious a l legat ions are  

made about  your  f r iend .   And I f  you look at  the next  ar t i c le ,  

page 33,  a lso 23 December 2024,  s imi la r  a l legat ions 

repeated in  a d i f ferent  newspaper .   Did you understand,  I  

just  want  to  make sure you understood my point  ear l ier  

about  the k ind of  coverage that  th is  issue is  receiv ing  and 

that  because of  that ,  one d id not  need to pat ro l  the media in  

order  to  become informed of  th is .   Did you understand that  10 

point  that  I  was making?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  have …[ind ist inct ]  

[ in tervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Because you keep saying you d id not  

pat ro l  the media,  so I  th ink that  you maybe d id not  

understand me.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners .   I  do not  

have to understand something tha t  I  d id  not  see.   I  do not  

th ink i t  is  a  fa i r  quest ion .   I  cannot  understand something  

that  I  d id  not  see.   You wi l l  make a  f ind ing about  something 20 

that  we have seen and read .   But  i f  you d id not  see anyth ing  

and read i t ,  you cannot  make a  f ind ing or  an opin ion .   

Thank you,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You d id no t  understand what  I  was 

saying.   But ,  you know,  i t  i s  f ine,  le t  us move on.   My point  
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remains that  one d id not  have to pat ro l  the media in  order 

to  become informed  of  a l l  o f  these th ings that  I  am put t ing  

to you.   Do you understand that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  have a l ready said my business and 

focus was in  KwaZulu -Nata l  to  dea l  wi th  the mandate of  the 

DPCI KZN.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  except  that  a l l  o f  these media 

reports concern your f r iend ,  number one,  and  number 2,  

concern mat ters that  a re very much re lated to your job.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  i f  you d id not  see 10 

anyth ing,  there is  noth ing that  you can do .   But  i f  you saw 

any,  something  and then i t  i s  wi th in your  mandate to deal  

wi th  i t ,  you need to deal  wi th  i t .   But  I  have a l ready 

ind icated,  Commissioner  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    You see,  Genera l ,  the problem is  that  you 

ta lk  about  th is  as  i f  i t  re la ted to someone you d id not  know 

at  a l l .   You have,  or  rather  yesterday,  you repeatedly  

referred to Mr Mat la la  not  only as  your f r iend,  but  a lso as  

your brother .   You even,  in  i s iZulu  or  i s iXhosa,  referred to 

yoursel f  in  re lat ion to h im as “ubut i ” .   Do you remember  20 

that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Now,  th is  i s  something that  concerns your 

younger brother ,  you,  the “but i ” .   I t  concerns your younger  

brother .   I t  is  not  about  somebody out  there whom you do 
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not  know.   See,  that  i s  what  makes i t  d i f f icu l t  fo r  me and I  

am sure others to  comprehend .   Do you wish to comment  on 

that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  i f  I  d id  not  see i t ,  i t  

puts me in  a d i f f icu l t  posi t ion  to shal l  have deal t  w i th  that .   

So my answer st i l l  remains,  Commissioners,  I  d id  not  see 

th is  newspaper c l ip .   And in  our  del iberat ions,  when I  met  

wi th h im,  my younger brother ,  ubut i ,  he never h ighl ighted 

th is  th ing to me .   The ones tha t  you have h ighl ighted,  

Commissioners,  I  have a l ready g iven a response and an 10 

answer that  th is  is  the ones tha t  he to ld me about  and 

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    You see …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay.  

CHAIRPERSON :    In  addi t ion to the d i f f icu l ty ,  but  I  am sure  

Ms Hassim wi l l  probably come to i t  and wi th more  

speci f ic i t y ,  a  theme that  runs th rough your statement  is  that  

when i t  comes to anyth ing concern ing Mr Mat la la,  even 

when you look at  the texts,  you e i ther  do not  recal l  or  you 

do not  know.   And i f  i t  is  a  text  s tar ing you in  your  face,  you 20 

wi l l  say,  yes,  I  do  read i t  now,  but  I  just  do not  qui te  recal l  

what  th is  was a l l  about .    

 That  is  a theme that  runs th rough your test imony .   

That  inc ludes even the events at  the apartment  in  Durban .   

You were convenient ly  going up and down to re f i l l  your  
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g lass and I  do not  know how quick ly you gulp up your dr ink ,  

that  fo r  the most  par t  you would not  have been wi th the  

people that  were  d iscussing .   So qui te  convenient ly ,  the  

s imple point  I  am making,  qui te  convenient ly  the issues that  

re late to  Mr Mat la la and which appear to  impl icate  h im to  

some wrongdoing,  convenient ly ,  you d istance yoursel f ,  you 

do not  remember .   Do you not  f ind that  s t range?  Do you not  

real ize that  we wi l l  f ind that  s t range or  to  be st range?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  I  am a human being .   

I  am subjected to  the character is t ics of  a  human be ing .   I f  I  10 

do not  remember ,  and then i t  g ives the Commissioners a 

concern,  i t  is  an unfor tunate s i tuat ion .   You know,  I  wi l l  te l l  

the Commissioners th is .   When I  was ta lk ing about  the thef t  

o f  t rucks in  Por t  Shepstone,  because one was making 

notes,  doing a l l  the ,  everyth ing and then co l lect ing  

statements and everyth ing,  I  read because I  was requested 

to come and ta lk  about  i t ,  then those th ings reminded me .   

But  in  re lat ion  to what  we are ta lk ing about  here  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Even these,  even these you were  20 

requested to come and ta lk  about  them.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja.   Yes,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    In  the same way you were requested to  

come and ta lk  about  the thef t  o f  the drugs.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  went  …[ intervenes] .  
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CHAIRPERSON :    But  wi th  regard to these,  you do not  

remember in  so  far  as they re late to  Mr Mat la la  and 

possib le compl ic i ty  o r  a l leged compl ic i t y .   You do not  

remember .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  what  I  was having in  

my possession is  the documents that  w as sent  to  me as per  

Rule 3 f rom the Commission .   And we came here,  requested 

addi t ional  in fo rmat ion,  addi t ional  in format ion that  was 

provided fo r  us .   Whatever was provided to us,  and then I  

looked in to  th is ,  my phone,  I  ind icated yesterday,  we went  10 

in to the out  Cloud  and everyth ing,  I  could not  get  tha t .    

 The only th ing that  I  am re ly ing  on is  what  the  

Commission  has g iven me,  because I  d id  not  know one day 

me communicat ing or  ta lk ing wi th Mr Mat la la ,  one wi l l  end 

up here.   But  whatever  I  recal l ,  I  wi l l  g lad ly g ive w i th the  

Commission .   But  whatever  I  cannot  recal l ,  there is  noth ing 

that  I  can formulate and say,  th is  is  what  i t  is .   Thank you,  

Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you,  General .   Yes,  

Ms Hassim? 20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   So,  s tay ing in  

December  2024,  you say noth ing,  comes to  your a t tent ion  

f rom the media in  any form that  impl icates your f r iend .   Do 

not  c lose your bundle on the media because we are not  

done wi th i t .   But  can you open,  in  addi t ion,  the exh ib i t  f i le ,  
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1  of  3  and can you turn to  page 3.   And so you wi l l  see that  

these are the WhatsApp conversat ion between you and Mr 

Mat la la.   Do you see that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So on page 3,  can you read the 

exchanges between you and Mr  Mat la la on tha t  page?  

There is  four  exchanges.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners .   The f i rs t  

one says:  

 “Good morning,  b rother . ”  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    And can you say what  date that  is?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    28/12/2024.   The second one is :  

 “Good morning  …[indist inct ] .  

 On the 28 t h  o f  December 2024 .   The th i rd one on 

the very same date is :  

 “ I  t rust  that  you are f ine under  the 

c i rcumstances. ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Pause there .   That  is  what  you sent  to  

Mr Mat la la ,  28 December 2024,  r igh t?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    You said to  h im:  

 “ I  t rust  that  you are f ine under  the 

c i rcumstances . ”  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :     So what  were  you ta lk ing about  then ?  
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This,  we have jus t  gone th rough a l l  o f  these stuf f  that  is  in  

the media .   What  d id you mean under the c i rcumstances?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  was af ter  he  to ld me that  they took 

h is f i rearms dur ing the f i rearm inspect ions.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So a l l  you knew about  was the f i rearm?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    That  is  what  we were ta lk ing about  

here,  I  was referr ing to here.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can you read the next  message?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    - :  

 “The guy I  went  to  see real ly  helped .   I  10 

wi l l  te l l  you whenever you  are back th is  

s ide.   Monday I  am star t ing wi th our  

pro ject .   Noth ing is  d is tu rb ing  me 

anymore. ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    What  d id he mean by that ,  the guy I  

went  to  see real ly  helped ?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    This one,  that  speci f i c  one,  I  cannot  

recal l  i t .   But  the next  one,  I  rea l ized that  i t  was a th i rd 

par ty that  I  re fer red to h im  to do the r isk assessment  on  

CAT VIP Secur i ty  whi le  we were engaging on .   20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  so …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    [ Ind ist inct ]… [cross- ta lk ing ] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  just  …[ in tervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  know the guy that  he  went  to  

see ,  because …[ intervenes] .  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    The guy I  went  to  see real ly  helped ,  you 

do not  know.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You do not  remember.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja.   And I  do not  want  to  assume as 

wel l ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And when he says I  am star t ing wi th our  

pro ject ,  he refers  to  our  p ro ject ,  is  th is  a pro ject  between 

you and h im,  or  i t  inc ludes you and h im ?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Our pro ject  i s  the one that  I  p roposed 10 

to h im through a th i rd person that  needed to assist  h im.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  is  the pro ject?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you were involved in  a pro ject  wi th  

Mr Mat la la,  but  the nature of  i t  was s imply to  g ive  h im a  

contact  number.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  not  that  I  was involved in  a  

pro ject  wi th  h im .   I  re ferred h im to a th i rd par ty to  assist  

h im wi th th is  p ro ject .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wi th which pro ject?  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    The r isk assessment .   You know,  when 

we ta lk  our  language,  when we ta lk  outs ide here,  you need 

to t ry  and do a proper Engl ish so that  everyone,  when you 

ta lk ,  somet imes the use of  the words,  they have d i f ferent  

meanings.   Even i f  i t  is  work,  somebody might  say pro ject .   
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So here,  i t  was the th i rd par ty that  I  have referred to  h im in  

order  to  assist  h im wi th the r i sk assessment .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And when he says noth ing is  d is turb ing 

me anymore,  what  d id you understand that  to  mean?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  have an understanding .   I  

be l ieve he was ready to move wi th i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    He says noth ing is  d is tu rb ing me 

anymore.   Does i t  not  suggest  tha t  he was fac ing t roubles 

and he was d isturbed,  but  that  now noth ing is  d is turb ing h im 

anymore?  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    One can draw that  in ference,  but  

what  k ind of  t roub les,  as you are saying,  Advocate ,  I  cannot  

te l l .   But  th is  i s  a pro ject  that  I  re ferred h im to the th i rd 

par t ies to  assist  h im wi th the r i sk  management  in  h is  VIP  

secur i t y  company.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you saw him soon af ter  th is  

exchange of  texts?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Soon,  meaning? 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wi th in a few days of  th is ,  because he 

says,  I  wi l l  te l l  you about  i t  whenever you come back th is  20 

s ide.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then you say :  

 “ I  am coming back that  s ide tomorrow a 

week . ”  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  we never met  when I  came to  

Pretor ia .   I t  was dur ing the fest ive  seasons where th is  t ime,  

you see,  28,  29,  30,  we never actual ly  met  so that  he can 

be able to  te l l  me .   And the issue of  th is  pro ject  was in  

re lat ion to the r i sk assessment  o f  the secur i t y  company .   

But  when I  came back home,  we never met .   Even i f  you can 

go th rough th is  fo l low -up WhatsApp messages  you know,  

around the second,  i f  you look at  the second in  page 6,  he  

says:  

 “ I  to ld  h im that  I  hope he celebrated a  10 

very good New Year . ”  

 And then he said :  

 “Let  me know when you are around . ”  

 Then I  sa id,  great ,  you know .   We normal ly  meet 

when,  as and when i t  is  necessary,  and when I  come back 

to Pretor ia ,  because I  work in  KwaZulu -Nata l .   When I  come 

here,  we wi l l  ta lk  and meet  and d iscuss whatever we 

needed to d iscuss,  and then f rom there,  even i f  he comes to  

Durban on h is pr ivate th ings,  somet imes he wi l l  te l l  me,  I  

am coming to Durban,  f ind that  me,  I  am coming to Pretor ia .  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   General ,  I  am going to 

pause you there,  not  because I  want  you to be able  to  g ive  

that  ev idence,  but  we wi l l  come to the quest ion  of  your  

v is i ts .   I  just  want  to  st ick to  the point  o f  what  I  was asking  

you,  which is  about  these exchanges and th is  pro ject .   So,  
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and h im saying noth ing is  d is turb ing me anymore .   You are 

saying th is  re lated to the r i sk assessment  of  h is  company,  

and that  company was CAT VIP Pro tect ion.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you had d iscussions wi th h im 

regard ing r i sk assessment  of  that  company?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am saying I  have refer red  h im to a 

th i rd par ty.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  I  heard that .   Are you saying  

…[intervenes] .  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    To do …[intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You refer red h im to a th i rd par ty 

…[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Can you a l low me to f in ish?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wi thout  any d iscussion wi th h im?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Can you a l low me to  f in ish 

responding to your quest ion ,  o therwise,  i t  is  going  to be a 

problem.   I  wi l l  not  be able to  make i t  what  exact ly  i s  the 

quest ion.   So I  am saying th is  is  the message he sent  me.   

As fa r  as I  can recol lect  is  that  the pro ject  that  is  referred  20 

here is  the issue of  the r i sk assessment ,  Commissioners,  o f  

h is  secur i ty  company .    

 You know,  in  our  del iberat ions,  we wi l l  ta lk  about  

the r i sk assessment ,  check i f  th is ,  for  example,  i f  you are  

going to run short  o f  personnel  and then you have a  
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cont ract  to  deal  w i th ,  how are you going to mi t igate that  r i sk 

or  red f lag .   Now,  other  th ings tha t  i f  you say I  am star t ing 

wi th our  pro ject ,  noth ing is  d is tu rb ing me anymore,  actual ly  

i t  is  a  problem for  me to respond .   Maybe he must  expla in 

i t ,  but  for  me,  I  am drawing an in ference for  the benef i t  o f  

the Commission ,  but  he wi l l  have to te l l  a l l  those h is  

chal lenges that  a re no more d istu rb ing h im .    

 But  i f  I  can th ink  of  as I  have ind icated ear l ier  in  

that  the v is i t  o f  the 19 t h  o f  December where they took h is 

f i rearms,  I  know i t  was a problem for  h im because i t  has ,  10 

a lso i t  came as a r isk that  now the f i rearms are gone .   How,  

i f  you get  a c l ien t ,  what  is  i t  that  you wi l l  do ?  Thank you,  

Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So what  would help us  is  i f  you 

answered my quest ion  and then expla ined .   I  have no 

problem wi th you tak ing t ime and g iv ing explanat ions .   What  

is  dera i l ing us a l i t t le  b i t  is  not  answer ing the quest ion and 

deal ing wi th s ide  issues .   So l i s ten to me and answer the  

quest ion and then I  have no problem wi th you expanding on 

your answer .   So you have just  sa id that  you d iscussed wi th  20 

h im r isk assessment  of  h is  company,  r ight?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And th is  is  in  the context  of  h is  

company being named as l inked to  tender f raud and cr iminal  

act iv i t y .   That  would be a ser ious r isk ,  not  so?  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Not  that  k ind of  a  r isk,  

Commissioners .   We never d iscussed that  k ind o f  a  r isk 

here in  December  2024.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  you accept  that  that  would be a very 

ser ious r i sk .   Your name and your company is  in  the  media 

l inked to tender f raud and other  c r iminal  act iv i t y .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    That  is  your  opin ion.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  would be a  very ser ious r i sk.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  sorry,  General .   I  do  not  

understand the quest ion now to be about  whether  that  is 10 

what  you and Mr Mat la la  d iscussed .   The quest ion is ,  would 

something of  th is  nature be a ser ious r isk?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    For  the company to  be involved in  

ser ious a l legat ions o f  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja,  o f  f raud,  tender f raud.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  might  be  l is ted as a r i sk .   I t  might  

be.   But  i t  is  upon h im i f  that  i s  going to pose the r isk ,  not  

me saying i t  is  a  r isk.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You see,  General ,  you are  advis ing h im 

on conduct ing r isk assessment  of  h is  company .   You have  20 

accepted that .   You have  a lso to ld us you d iscussed the 

issue of  the f i rearm compl iance inspect ion that  happened 

and the r i sk that  that  may pose and what  he needs to do .   

But  a re you saying that  even though you just  d iscussed that  

aspect  of  the r isk  to  h is  company,  there was no d iscussion  
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o f  the r i sk that  is  posed by h is company being named as 

being par t  o f  a  tender f raud .   Is  tha t  what  you are  saying?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The secur i ty  company? 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  VIP,  what  you have just  sa id,  VIP  

Protect ion Serv ices.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    What  is  the quest ion?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Is  that  not  the name of  the company?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    That  is  the name of  the company .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    What  is  the quest ion again?  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    You said you had d iscussions wi th Mr  

Mat la la about  conduct ing r isk assessments on h is company,  

r ight?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja.   Yes,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you said as par t  o f  that  d iscussion,  

you spoke about  the f i rearm inspect ion  that  took p lace at  

h is  company,  cor rect?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  was g iv ing you an example.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You were g iv ing me an example .   I  am 

giv ing you another  example of  a  r isk to  the company that  20 

was very evident  to  anybody,  which  is  that  the company and 

Mr Mat la la were named as being l inked to tender f raud and 

other  c r imes.   And I  am asking you whether  you are saying 

that  par t icu lar  r i sk d id not  come up in  your  d iscuss ions on 

r isk assessment ?  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  i t  d id  not  come out .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  perhaps the more helpfu l  way,  

and I  am aware  that  i t  is  11 o 'c lock,  le t  me pose my 

quest ion anyway and then we can deal  wi th  i t  when you 

come back,  you can respond .   Perhaps the more help fu l  way 

is  for  you to exp la in to  us what  was the r i sk assessment  

that  you advised he should get  because in  any inst i tu t ion 

there are d i f fe rent  areas of  r i sk .   So you must  te l l  us  what  is  

the r i sk assessment  that  you said  he must  seek,  because 

then only when we know what  r i sk was being assessed,  then 10 

we can make sense of  he is  te l l ing ,  you accept ing when he 

says my problem is  now solved,  I  can get  on wi th my 

pro ject ,  because then you know exact ly  what  he is  ta lk ing 

about .   So,  perhaps over  the break,  t ry  and remember what  

i t  is  that  you said  is  the r isk that  he must  speak to th is  th i rd 

par ty fo r  assessment .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Can I?  

CHAIRPERSON :    When we come back,  General .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner .  

CHAIRPERSON :    So,  you are being g iven qui te  some t ime 20 

to ponder .   Let  us  adjourn unt i l  quar ter  past .  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES  

CHAIRPERSON :    General ,  there is  a quest ion that  was 

posed by my col league,  Commissioner Baloyi .   P lease 
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respond.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   The r isks  

that  I  have advised Mr Mat la la about  is  in  re la t ion to  

management  of  absenteeism.   I  was just  apply ing my 

knowledge f rom my own exper ience where I  have come 

f rom.   Management  of  absenteeism,  should you have a  

ser ious problem in te rms of  members,  your  own personnel  

becoming s ick?   

 How are  you going to mi t igate that?  I f ,  le t  us say,  

th is  number of  people are s ick and you are unable to  meet  10 

the requi rements of  your  c l ients,  how are you going to deal  

wi th  that?  That  is  f rom my own advice that  I  was g iv ing.   

Another  one,  i t  is  an issue of  shor tages in  terms of  

resources.   In  re lat ion to,  i f  you get  work and then you f ind 

out  you get  another  work here and another  work  here at  the  

same t ime because you are doing protect ion,  how are you 

going to get  addi t ional  resources and d ist r ibute them?   

 So that  you must  be able to  meet  the requi rements  

of  the c l ients.   But  there are peop le who are specia l is ing in  

other  th ings.   Wi th us,  we a lso have a number of  r i sks and 20 

so  for th.   But  these are  th ings that  you need to look at .   So,  

I  in t roduced h im to a  th i rd par ty who has knowledge on a lso 

the actual  secur i ty  work.   Because me,  I  on ly know most ly  

pol i ce work.    

 But  secur i t y ,  I  am not  very much c lued or  h ighly  
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c lued up about  the operat ions.   Because there is  personal ,  

there is  protect ion,  l ike the bodyguards moving away wi th 

you.   There are  people who go and guard bui ld ings and 

everyth ing.   And then I  was just  ta lk ing about ,  in  genera l ,  

about  that  and say,  you know,  when you do run a business,  

even us at  the department ,  we do have r isks.    

 But  you must  be  able to  look in to those k inds of  

r isks.   Because the issue of  management  of  absenteeism,  

the issue of  dea l ing wi th shortages of  resources,  in  the  

sense of  manpower and vehic les.   And then when people  10 

are of f  s ick and so for th,  you get  more work,  how to deal  

wi th  i t .    

 Is  that  what  I  somet imes deal  wi th  i t  where I  work.   

That  is  the th ings that  I  was te l l ing  h im about .   But  more so,  

there are people who can assist  you to enl ighten you about 

other  r i sks.   Then I  l inked h im to a person who has a  

secur i t y ,  I  th ink,  not  has a secur i ty ,  who knows these th ings 

of  r isks,  in  te rms of  my knowledge.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Those are very speci f ic  r isks or  top ics 

that  you advised h im to get  assis tance on.   What  d id you 20 

know about  h is  business at  th is  po int ,  as i t  re la tes to those 

two issues?  That  you deemed i t  necessary for  h im and h is 

business to be advised or  to  get  th is  r i sk assessment .   What  

d id you know?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    There was noth ing that  was actual ly  a 
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r isk by then.   The only  th ing that  I  knew,  i t  i s  when h is 

f i rearm was seized.   But  when we were ta lk ing about  th is ,  i t  

was a genera l  ta lk  that  I  have suggested to h im.   But  in  

actual  fact ,  in  terms of  these two topics,  there was noth ing 

that  p rompted tha t  we have to do th is .    

 I t  was an issue o f  me d iscussing and saying,  these 

are some of  the issues when you are running a business.   

From my perspect ive,  I  am not  a businessperson,  I  am a 

pol ice of f icer ,  but  these are the th ings that  you may look at .   

He was comfor table and happy and said,  thank you.   Those 10 

are some of  the issues that  we were d iscussing,  

Commissioners.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    I f  you look at  the same bundle that  you 

have been d iscussing wi th Ms Hassim and you go to  page 2  

of  i t .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Which bundle ,  Commissioner?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    The one of  th ree,  the very one that  you 

were looking at .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The b ig one?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   At  page 2,  you were d iscussing  20 

page 3  wi th Ms Hassim but  in  fact ,  i t  seems to star t  a t  page 

2 where he says the penul t imate WhatsApp message.   He 

says,  he is  the  one that  wr i tes  to  you on the  25 t h  o f  

December at  17:18.   He says:  

“Merry Chr is tmas,  Nduna.   Sor ry that  
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n ight  I  met  that  guy very la te,  could not  

even not i f y  you.   I  am coming back again 

tomorrow,  though he needs to g ive me 

feedback. ”   

Does that  message have anyth ing  to do wi th the messages 

on the 28 t h?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  I  do not  th ink so,  Commiss ioner.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    This i s  a d i f fe rent  guy?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  cannot  even say which guy is  th is  

one.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    I t  is  a  d i f fe rent  person?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  you do not  need to say any more  

about  i t ,  Ms Hass im wi l l  deal  wi th  i t .   Let  us then go to that  

page 3  that  you were looking at .   So,  when Mr Mat la la says 

to you:  

“The guy I  went  to  see real ly  helped.   I  

wi l l  te l l  you whenever you are back th is  

s ide Monday,  I  am star t ing wi th our  

pro ject ,  noth ing  is  d is turb ing  me 20 

anymore. ”  

What  d id you say you understood th is  to  be when he says 

the guy I  went  to  see?  Because you say the  guy refer red to  

here is  the person,  the th i rd par ty you referred h im to.   Did  

you understand h im to say he is  now discussed the  r isks in  
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h is  company as you ident i f ied them, the two wi th the guy 

that  you went  to  see.   And now that  they have d iscussed 

those r isks,  noth ing d istu rbs h im anymore.   Is  that  how you 

understood th is  message re lat ing to  those two r isks that  you 

ident i f ied?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  Commissioner.   I  do not  know 

what  he was d iscussing wi th the guy he went  to  see when 

he said he wi l l  come back and te l l  me.   This top ic never  

sur faced again.   Because af ter  here,  for  me,  I  d id  te l l  h im 

that  th is  i s  what  you need to look a t  when you deal  wi th  the 10 

r isks.   But  the guy he went  to  see here,  that  real ly  helped 

h im.   I  do not  have a recol lect ion whether  i t  was d i rect ly  

regard ing the very same r isks that  I  have expla ined to h im.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  see.   So,  you do not  know whether  the  

guy he refers to  here is  the r i sk person.   You do not  know.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    And you d id not  ask h im what  guy you 

are ta lk ing about .   Because in  the very next  page,  you say 

that  is  g reat  news,  my brother ,  which suggests you know 

what  he is  ta lk ing about .   E i ther  because you have the  20 

context  to  where  he says the guy I  went  to  see real ly  

helped,  or  you had a conversat ion wi th h im.   You had a 

conversat ion where he to ld you what  th is  is  about .   

Otherwise,  i t  does not  make sense that  you say that  is  great  

news,  my brother ,  when you have no idea what  he is  ta lk ing  
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about .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  the  issue o f  -  there  

were severa l  issues that  we have been d iscussing.   This  

one is  speci f ica l l y  the one on page 3 for  the r isks.   But  now,  

I  hear  you,  Commissioner,  when you go to page 4.   You 

know,  there are o ther  issues that  we are d iscussing that  are  

too pr ivate that  I  cannot  d isc lose here.   That  are too  pr ivate 

to  an extent  that  i t  is  t rad i t ional  issues that  we are  ta lk ing 

about  other  i ssues.   And then I  want  to  request  that  I  do not  

want  to  d isc lose those th ings here because they are very 10 

personal .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    And that  is  why,  here,  I  do not  want 

to  mis lead the Commission and say th is  one re lates  to that  

one.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  I  am not  asking you at  th is  stage 

to d isc lose anyth ing,  General ,  that  you have not  yet  

d isc losed.   I  am s imply t ry ing to understand.   You,  at  page 

3,  you said,  I  ear l ier  understood you to be saying ,  and I  

may have misheard.   I  understood you to be saying,  the guy 20 

referred to in  that  WhatsApp message is  the r isk  

assessment  person you refer red h im to.    

 Now,  in  my exchange wi th you,  you say you actual ly  

do not  know.   You d id not  know what  he is  referr ing to.   So,  

you cannot  chop and change.   I t  i s  e i ther  you knew what  he 
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is  ta lk ing about  or  you d id not  know what  he is  ta lk ing 

about .   And my quest ion is ,  wel l ,  you d id not  know what  he 

is  ta lk ing about .   You d id not .   In  fact ,  what  you do,  

General ,  he wr i tes to  you at  08:24:21.   You respond 

immediate ly at  08:25:46.   So,  that  is  your  very next  

message.   You say:  

  “That  i s  great  news,  my brother . ”  

And i f  you d id not  know,  the s imple point  I  am making is  

that  i f  i t  is  t rue that  you d id not  know what  he is  speaking 

to,  where he says the guy,  you do not  know what  guy he is  10 

referr ing to,  then the response at  page 4,  which comes 

wi th in a minute or  less than a minute,  which comes th rough,  

then i t  does not  make sense.    

 Unless you are  te l l ing us tha t  there was a  

te lephone cal l  in  between where you d iscussed other  

mat ters,  then i t  would make sense.   Wel l ,  you were saying  

that  i s  g reat  news because you are referr ing to something 

e lse that  you d iscussed on the phone,  which does not  seem 

to be the case here.   I t  looks l ike  you were responding to 

h is  message that  you say you d id not  know what  i t  was 20 

about .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Can I  respond,  Commissioner?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    P lease.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The issue of  the guy that  he went  to  

see and help,  I  d id  not  know.   I  do not  know.   Now,  the  
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issue of  that  i s  great  news,  my brother ,  is  in  re lat ion  to th is  

issue of  the r i sk assessment  that  he is  able to  cont inue wi th  

i t .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Even though he does not  speak to you 

on WhatsApp about  the r i sk assessment ,  he does not .   Not  

on th is .   We do not  have a record of  h im speaking to you 

about  h is  v is i t  to  the r isk assessment  person or  h is  meet ing 

wi th the r i sk assessment  person.   You say at  page 4,  you 

respond and say that  i s  great  news,  my brother ,  because 

you are now ta lk ing about  the r i sk assessment  person,  even 10 

though he is  not  sa id anyth ing about  the r i sk assessment  

person.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners.   I  was 

responding to the  issue of  the r i sk  assessment ,  not  to  the 

issue of  the guy I  went  to  see rea l ly  help me.   You know,  

when we ta lk ,  Commissioner …[ intervenes]  

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  before you te l l  us when you ta lk ,  

General ,  le t  us st i ck to  th is .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  was …[ intervenes]  

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  we need to understand the 20 

sequence of  your  communicat ion w i th Mr Mat la la.   We have 

a WhatsApp message.   You are not  denying i t .   You say I  

d id  receive i t .   I  received where he says the guy I  went  to  

see real ly  helped.   You te l l  us you do not  know what  he is  

ta lk ing about .   That  is  at  08:24:21.   You say I  received th is  
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message.   I  do not  know what  he is  ta lk ing about ,  the guy.   

I  do not  ca l l  h im to f ind out  what  are you ta lk ing about .   I  do 

not  WhatsApp h im to f ind out  what  a re you ta lk ing about .   

But  you respond wi th in less than a  minute,  because the one 

is  at  08:24,  the guy,  where he te l ls  you about  the guy.   You 

respond at  08:25:46.   I t  is  less than a minute.   You say:  

“That  is  great  news,  my brother .   I  am 

coming back that  s i te  tomorrow.   A 

week. ”  

You say that .   Now,  i t  does not  make sense,  General ,  wi th  10 

respect ,  for  you to say I  was responding to h im about  the  

r isk assessment  guy when there is  no ment ion of  the r i sk 

assessment  guy anywhere  here.   I t  does not  make sense at  

a l l .   And i t  does not  make sense because i t  i s  not  t rue what  

you are saying.   You know what  that  guy was.   That  is  why 

you respond,  and I  put  that  to  you.   You knew and 

understood what  the reference to the guy I  went  to  see 

helped.   You understood exact ly  what  that  message was 

about .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  deny that .   20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    And then you,  in  context ,  say that  is  

great  news.   In  an  at tempt  to  say to us,  you were 

responding to an inv is ib le message about  a r i sk assessment  

guy when you say that  is  g reat  news.   I t  is  s imply  unt rue,  

General .   You are  being unt ruthfu l  wi th  us.  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  deny that  I  am unt ruthfu l  to  the 

Commission,  and that  is  the  in terpretat ion  of  the 

Commissioner.   But  I  am saying I  was responding to the 

issue that  we have been ta lk ing about  ear l ie r ,  me and h im,  

regard ing the r i sk  assessment .   Now,  the issue of  the guy,  

when you look at  i t  accord ing to me,  i t  is  two th ings that  he  

was referr ing to here.   I t  is  the guy.   I t  is  the issue of  the 

pro ject .   The pro ject  i s  the issue of  the r i sk assessment .    

 So,  Commissioners,  I  know when you read,  you wi l l  

have your perspect ive of  what  is  wr i t ten here.   But  wi th  me,  10 

I  am te l l ing you what  exact ly  i t  is  that  we are ta lk ing about ,  

even though you do not  see that  there is  a top ic or  heading 

that  wi l l  say r i sk assessment  or  whatever .   You wi l l  see as 

we proceed wi th  the messages.   There wi l l  be those 

messages that  are not  very much c lear .   But  i f  I  recol lect ,  I  

wi l l  ass ist  the Commission.   I f  I  do not  recol lect ,  I  do not  

recol lect .   But  tha t  is  what  i t  is ,  Commissioners.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you,  Miss.   Thank you,  General .   

Thank you,  Ms Hassim.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thanks,  Commissioner.   General ,  you 20 

said that  as par t  o f  the r isk assessment ,  you have g iven us 

some other  top ics of  r isk assessment  you d iscussed.   But  

a lso,  you said par t  o f  i t  was the  seizure of  the f i rearms.   

Right?  Right?  I  am just  conf i rming that  because you said 

that  not  long ago.  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  sa id that  was one of  the problems 

he was having.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  I  am just  conf i rming that ,  yes.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    But  that  you can mi t igate that  r i sk.   

Because i f  the po l ice have taken them, there is  noth ing that  

one can do.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Right ,  so the  seizure of  the f i rearms 

took p lace by the ra id that  we re ferred to in  these media  

ar t i c les a moment  ago,  ear l ie r  th is  morning.   The ra ids by  

organised cr ime,  cr ime in te l l igence,  General  Khumalo ’s 10 

people.   So,  you knew about  the  seizure of  the f i rearms.   

But  you say you d id not  know how they were and where they 

were seized and by whom.  That  you d id not  d iscuss.   A l l  

you knew is  that  they were seized.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  test i f ied  before th is  Commission 

that  he in formed me about  the seizure of  the f i rearms 

because the DFO, they were coming to do the inspect ion.   

They found that  something was wrong in  re lat ion  to the 

case.   But  who are these people?  I  do not  know.   He never 

to ld me who they are.   And even mysel f ,  I  do not  know 20 

those people who went  to  h is  of f i ces.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  he to ld you about  par t  o f  the seizure  

story,  but  not  a l l  o f  i t .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    What  do you mean?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You are saying a l l  you know about  the 
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se izure of  the f i rearms is  what  you have to ld us.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    He to ld me about  i t  and I  am re lat ing 

to the Commission what  he in formed me about .   And what  I  

to ld  h im in  our  d iscussions,  I  sa id,  i f  there is  noth ing wrong 

wi th you,  le t  the DFO deal  wi th  h is  job.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  le t  us move on to,  back to the 

media  reports.   We had looked at  -  we were looking at  

December.   And then you wi l l  see on page 37,  5 January 

2025.   And here the heading is  ‘Tender Tycoon wi thdraws 

appl icat ion against  SAPS to have Rolex,  guns returned’ .   10 

You see that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see i t ,  Commissioners.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and you st ick to  your  vers ion that  

you d id not  know anyth ing about  th is .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  then we go to page 42.   Now th is  

is  where you say,  now you d id become aware of  the  media.   

And th is  i s  on 5 March 2025.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Page 40?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Page 42.   20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am there.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so th is  is  the ar t i c le  that  was sent  

to  you by Mr Mat la la on 5 March 2025.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay,  what  is  the quest ion?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  just  want  to  make sure you are there.   
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Are you at  page 42?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  I  am at  page 42.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  a l l  r igh t  so  the f i rs t  paragraph,  

and le t  me just  s tar t  wi th  th is .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Sor ry,  Commissioners.   Advocate,  I  

wanted to understand something that  I  missed.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes,  Genera l .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  Advocate says th is  

ar t i c le  Mr Mat la la  sent  i t  to  me.   That  i s  what  you said?  Am 

I  cor rect?  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    On the 5 t h  o f  March?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Cor rect .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Advocate Hassim,  can you p lease do the  

necessary cross- referencing?  I  a lso had s imi lar  quest ions 

in  my mind.   That  is ,  re fer  us to  where Mr Mat la la i s  sending 

th is .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  that  is  f ine.   No problem.   I t  is 

page 27.   So,  i t  EXHIBIT f i le  1 of  3 .   I t  is  the one you 

a l ready have open,  Chai r .   I t  is  the  WhatsApp conversat ion.   20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Advocate Hassim,  the issue I  th ink 

seems to be that  General  Senona says he is  the one who 

sent  i t ,  not  the other  way around.   So maybe i f  you can just  

c la r i fy  that .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  see.   I  understand.  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  th ink that  is  the …[ intervenes]  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sor ry.   No,  I  mean that  you sent  to  Mr 

Mat la la.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  I  wanted to  ind icate 

that  that  is  not  correct .   This is  the  ar t ic le  I  have sent  to  Mr 

Mat la la.   I  see that ,  Commissioner what  is  happening but  

thank you very much fo r  c lar i f i cat ion.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   I  s t i l l  needed the  cross -

reference.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    No problem,  Chai r .   I  am glad to be of  10 

assistance.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  i t  is  page 27.   That  i s  the  ar t i c le  

that  you sent  to  Mr Mat la la.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  never …[ intervenes]  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    This is  the ar t ic le ,  Commissioner.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And that  is  reproduced at  page 42 in  the 

media bundle.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The way,  Commissioners,  i t  is  20 

reproduced here,  I  d id  have th is  context ,  but  my context  

…[intervenes]  

ADV HASSIM SC :    There i t  is .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  i s  gone.   No,  my context  is  depicted  

in  page 27 of  the exhib i t  bundle.  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  sent  that  to  h im,  but  th is  is  what  I  

have sent  to  Mr Mat la la.   But  th is  one that  is  depic ted here  

on page 42 of  media c l ips,  I  d id  not  see th is ,  but  i t  seems 

maybe they went  fur ther  to  check other  th ings and found 

a lso the photo of  Mr Mat la la.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  I  am sor ry,  mister  -  I  am sorry,  

General  Senona.   That  ar t i c le  is  a copy of  that  –  i f  you c l i ck 

on that  l ink,  News24,  that  ar t i c le .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  we provided you wi th th is .   This is  –  

i t  is  exact ly  the same.   I f  you copy and paste the l ink that  

you sent  h im in to a web browser,  th is  is  the ar t i c le .   And we 

pr in ted i t  out  fo r  you,  and i t  is  a t  page 42.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  d ispute,  Commissioners,  that  

I  have sent  th is  th ing.   But  I  used a phone,  not  a  laptop.   

Hence,  I  am saying th is  p ic tu re never appeared before me 

when I  sent  h im th is  p ic tu re.   But  I  just  read th is  one.   You 

see th is  one on page 27 of  bundle of  documents.   So,  I  am 

not  saying I  d id  not  send i t ,  but  I  am saying what  I  have 20 

sent  is  depicted here on the bundle  of  exhib i t .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General  Senona,  can we p lease be 

ser ious?  In  paragraph 72 of  your  statement ,  you say,  I  wi l l  

admi t  that  the News24 ar t ic le  concerned me.   So,  you must  
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have seen the ar t i c le  because you are refer r ing to the 

ar t i c le .   In  whatever  format ,  whether  i t  was on a phone or  

on a laptop or  in  a newspaper,  you must  have seen the  

ar t i c le .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  d ispute me sending the  

ar t i c le .   When i t  appears on me,  i t  was l ike th is .   But  

hopefu l l y ,  the advocate expla ined,  you went  to  c l i ck,  you 

browse,  you do that ,  and th is  comes out .   Because when 

you look at  i t ,  the  one on the bundle,  i t  says:  

“How Tender Magnet  handed 360 mi l l ion  10 

pol ice deal  to  p laceholder  d i rector . ”  

And then,  that  is  when I  s tar ted to have that  concern,  and 

then we star ted to  ta lk  over  the phone.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  and that  is  exact ly  what  i t  says at  

page 42 of  the media.   I f  you look at  the ar t ic le ,  i t  says,  

how Tender Magnet  handed 360 mi l l ion  pol ice  deal  to  

p laceholder  d i rec tor .   I t  is  the same ar t ic le .   Do you see 

that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see that .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Is  there anyth ing e lse?  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  I  am f ine.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can we deal  wi th  the ar t i c le  now?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    We can.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   So,  le t  us look at  the  

ar t i c le .   The f i rs t  paragraph,  again,  there is  the summary in  
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bo ld,  r ight?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    The f i rs t  paragraph reads:  

“Vusimuzi  Mat la la,  a  businessman and 

ent repreneur a l legedly l inked to 

Thembisa Hospi ta l  ext ract ion syndicates,  

was f i rs t  ident i f ied by whist leb lower  

Babi ta Deokaran three weeks before she 

was k i l led. ”  

So,  you said you d id  not  know about  th is .   The on ly th ing 10 

that  you knew on the 5 t h  o f  March was th is  issue about  the  

d i rector ,  a  change in  d i rectors.   You d id not  know anyth ing 

e lse about  Mr Mat la la 's  c r iminal i t y .   Do you recal l  that ,  that  

you said that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  sa id I  …[ intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l leged at  th is  stage.   You said 

cr iminal i ty .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  c r iminal i t y  in  the sense of  a  

cr iminal  convict ion,  and yes,  a l leged cr iminal i t y  in  the 

context  of  th is  ar t ic le .  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  when I  responded to 

th is ,  I  sa id th is  had to do wi th the  changing of  a  d i rec torship 

of  a  company tha t  the pol ice has g iven h im.   And then why 

changing the d i rectorship?  And then we had engagement .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  I  am say ing that  is  r ight .   That  is  
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what  you said.   You said a l l  that  you were aware of ,  a l l  that  

concerned you was that  issue of  the d i rectorship.   Right?   

So,  you are conf i rming that .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  you want  me to respond,  but  that  

is  your  in ference.   I  am saying when I  test i f ied,  I  sa id i t  

was,  I  saw that  he changed the d i rectorship of  th is ,  and 

then we had conversat ions about  th is .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  am f ine wi th that .   What  I  am saying to 

you is ,  when I  asked you whether  you had knowledge of  

other  a l leged cr iminal i ty  of  Mr Mat la la,  you said a l l  that  10 

concerned you at  th is  t ime,  a l l  that  you knew about ,  was 

th is  5 March ar t ic le  that  deal t  wi th  the issue of  th is  d i rector  

replacement .   Do you remember tha t?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  remember that ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   But  I  am saying to you,  

General ,  that  the  ar t ic le  says a lo t  more than just  ra is ing 

th is  i ssue of  the  change in  d i rec tors.   In  the very f i rs t  

paragraph,  i t  ta lks about  Mr Mat la la being l inked to the  

Thembisa Hospi ta l  ext ract ion syndicates.   Do you see that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see that ,  Commissioners.  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Second,  the second paragraph says:  

“Whi le under invest igat ion by the SIU and 

Hawks. ”  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see that .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Mat la la landed a R360 mi l l ion  tender.   
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And then i t  says,  on the same day,  News24 exposed h im as 

the cont rovers ia l  cont ro l l ing mind behind the company,  he  

resigned h is d i rectorship and was replaced.   Now,  General ,  

i t  is  not  t rue that  you d id not  know about  these other  

act iv i t ies,  these o ther  a l legat ions against  Mr Mat la la,  is  that  

not  so?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  i f  they c l i cked on 

these ar t ic les and went  fur ther  and th is  came out ,  I  must  

admi t  that  I  d id  read th is .   Now I  recal l ,  because the  

advocate is  ta lk ing about  these th ings that  are l is ted here,  10 

when you c l i ck and go fur ther ,  i t  is  important  that  you 

somet imes be made to  recal l  cer ta in th ings.   But  i f  you 

recal l ,  you must  say i t  and assist  the Commission.   That  is  

why,  when you look at  my aff idavi t ,  I  sa id th is  th ing became 

too wary of  me wi th the  re lat ionship.   And then we had 

ser ious engagement  there.   So then,  maybe there and there,  

I  became aware.   And we had ser ious del iberat ions,  me and 

h im.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you now know that  your  own 

organisat ion is  invest igat ing h im?  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  now know,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  no,  you knew i t  on the 5 t h  o f  March.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Because i t  sa id  so in  th is  ar t i c le .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Look,  th is  is  f rom the news c l ip ,  but  I  
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was not  pr ivy to  the content  of  the invest igat ion.   This c l ip ,  I  

became aware here,  but  i t  is  not  wi th in my own space,  my 

own organisat ion,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  am sor ry,  what  do you mean i t  is  not  

wi th in your own space?  When you saw th is  ar t i c le  and you 

see you are the provinc ia l  head o f  the Hawks in  KZN,  your 

f r iend is  being invest igated by the  Hawks.   What  d id you do 

about  that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Hence,  I  sa id I  became wary,  and 

then I  s tar ted to wi thdraw gradual ly  my re lat ionship wi th 10 

h im,  Commissioners.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Did you make any fu r ther  enqui r ies  

wi th in the Hawks about  these a l legat ions against  Mr 

Mat la la?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  not  do any fur ther  enqui r ies wi th 

that .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Why not?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  i s  not  a common pract ise.   Unless 

you are pr ivy to  the invest igat ion,  as I  ind icated ear l ier  that  

when we s i t  in  the Nat ional  Pro jec t  Commit tee fo rum,  they 20 

d iscuss cer ta in th ings.   And th is  speci f i c  pro ject  was never  

d iscussed there.   Normal ly ,  even i f  I  have cer ta in th ings 

that  I  am deal ing  wi th,  that  the invest igat ion is  wi th in the  

province,  we do not  do that .   We a l low them to cont inue 

wi th the invest iga t ions.   
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  but  th is  concerns Mr Mat la la,  who 

is  a f r iend of  yours.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  agree,  i t  concerns h im.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Do you th ink i t  is  appropr ia te as a  

provinc ia l  head o f  the Hawks to cont inue your associat ion  

wi th Mr Mat la la  in  the c i rcumstances that  th is  ar t ic le  

exposes?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  to ld  the Commission a l ready that  

f rom there I  g rew wary,  I  s tar ted  to move away gradual ly .   

And I  must  ind icate that ,  you see,  what  the advocate was 10 

saying,  Commissioners,  that  why I  d id  not  enqui re f rom the 

Hawks and everyth ing.   I f  I  d id  tha t ,  today i t  wi l l  amount  to 

in ter ference.   Because you see a newspaper c l ip ,  you phone 

the Hawks,  then what  wi l l  be your quest ions about  that?   

 I t  wi l l  amount  to  in ter fe rence.   Somet imes when 

people are being invest igated,  le t  the law take i ts  course.   

And then wi thout  you in ter fe r ing.   Because some of  the 

th ings that  I  am accused of  here,  Commissioners,  is  just  I  

protected Mr Mat la la.   Ut i l ised my of f ice to  protect  h im.   

Now I  am compel led to say why you d id not  do th is .   I  d id  20 

not  do i t  because some of  the th ings today,  i f  i t  happened,  

i t  would amount  to  in ter ference and protect ion.   So,  

Commissioners …[ intervenes]  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General  Senona,  i t  is  a  s imple case 

of  saying what  i s  the invest igat ion  about  because I  do not  
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want  to  be assoc iated wi th somebody who is  involved wi th  

ser ious cr iminal  act iv i t y .   That  is  a l l  i t  is .   You are not  

in ter fer ing wi th the invest igat ion.   You are s imply d is tancing 

yoursel f  f rom somebody who is  being invest iga ted for  

ser ious cr ime.   I t  is  as s imple as that .   Why do you assume 

that  i t  would have amounted to in te r ference?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  i s  because …[ intervenes]  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Before  you answer,  can I  p lease just  

add on to the Commissioner 's  quest ion?  Because more 

than that ,  in  your  posi t ion,  you could have provided 10 

assistance to the Hawks invest igat ion because of  your  

proximi ty  to  Mr Mat la la.   Now you can answer both.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  under the context  that  

the Commissioner has expla ined now,  i t  never crossed my 

mind.   Because normal ly  when invest igat ions are  

happening,  i t  is  on a need -to -know basis.   And that  is  why I  

sa id the issue of  conf ident ia l i t y  is  paramount  somewhere in  

my af f idavi t .   So,  when one p icks up a phone and asks you 

about  an ind iv idual  that  i s  under invest igat ion wi th another  

province,  i t  ra ises suspic ions that  what  is  th is  person,  what  20 

does he want  to  know about  th is?   

 We do not  do that  normal ly .   Unless i f  the PCMC 

has p icked i t  up  and l inked th is  invest igat ion to  another  

province,  then you can star t  to  engage.   So,  under the 

context  of  the Commissioner,  i t  never c rossed my mind to  
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do that .   I  d id  no t  take i t  in  that  way.   I  just  le f t  i t  so that  

they can invest igate f ree.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And the ar t ic le  ment ions two other  

of fences.   Adv Hassim has ment ioned three.   The four th one 

is  that  Mat la la was quest ioned by the pol ice and h is  

business and home were ra ided.   Five,  Mat la la 's  business 

won a cont ract  us ing fa ls i f ied in format ion.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioner.   What  is  the  

quest ion,  Commissioner?  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So,  you can see that  he is  being  10 

invest igated by the SIU,  by the Hawks,  by the SAPS,  and 

you cont inue to associate wi th h im.   In  fact ,  you cont inue to 

assist  h im in  h is  business ventures.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I f  we look af ter  the 5 t h  o f  March on 

the WhatsApp Commissioners,  I  have ind icated in  my 

aff idavi t  that  I  became wary of  h is  conduct .   And f rom that  

t ime,  I  s ta r ted to wi thdraw.   Maybe I  do not  know how to put  

i t ,  but  af ter  that ,  I  s ta r ted to wi thdraw.   S lowly,  s lowly to  go 

out  of  th is  re lat ionship,  Commissioners.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  th ink that  is  not  correct .   We wi l l  go 20 

through that .   But  le t  me just  say,  f i rs t  o f  a l l ,  that  that  is  not  

a candid response.   Because what  we know,  and we spent  

some t ime on yesterday,  is  that  you were par t  o f  a  meet ing  

on the 15 t h  o f  Apr i l .   Wel l  over  a month af te r  receiv ing th is  

ar t i c le ,  reading th is  ar t i c le ,  you were in  a meet ing in  which 
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you were t ry ing  to assist  Mr Mat la la wi th h is  cont ractual  

problems.   That  does not  ind icate somebody who is  

wi thdrawing.   Would not  you agree?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  I  deny tha t  I  was 

assist ing h im.   He asked me to  accompany h im.   And 

accompanying somebody does not  necessar i l y  mean 

assist ing.   And there,  h is  issues,  he was ta lk ing to General  

Mkhwanazi .   And I  d id  not  arrange that  meet ing.   I  have 

test i f ied and i t  is  there in  my aff idavi t .   I  do not  th ink i t  is  

fa i r  i f  I  am to ld that  I  was assist ing,  whereas the man 10 

h imsel f  sa id he asked me to accompany h im there.   My 

in terpretat ion of  accompanying does not  go …[ intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    General ,  is  th is  not  engag ing in  

semant ics now?  You have said  f rom March you began 

d istancing yourse l f  and that  cu lminated in  you cut t ing h im 

of f .   And that  is  f rom March.   And now you say that  h im 

asking you to  accompany h im is  no t  assistance.   Let  us say 

he spoke Nyindu and said …[speaking in  vernacular ] ,  I  am 

going to see or  le t  us say the res t  in  Engl ish now was in  

Sesotho,  or  Tswana or  Sepedi  I  am going to see or  I  am 20 

going to meet  General  Mkhwanaz i .   So that  is  a request  

…[speaking in  vernacular ] .   Agreeing to that ,  that  i s  

assistance.   I t  is  something tha t  he wants,  so that  is  

assistance.   I  th ink you are engag ing in  semant ics to  t ry  to  

say you are not  assist ing h im.   
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ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  in  fact ,  in  your  statement ,  i t  is  

more than just  accompanying h im.   In  your  statement ,  you 

say,  I  went  to  g ive h im moral  support .   So,  i t  i s  more than 

just ,  we are Kapa,  to  use the Chai rperson’s language.   You 

are going to g ive h im support .   That  is  your  assist ing .  

CHAIRPERSON :    That  i s  assist ing.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  be l ieve that  is  the in terpretat ion of  

the quest ion.   

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  i t  is  not  an in terpretat ion  

…[intervenes]  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  i t  is  your  language.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  is  not  an in terpretat ion.   That  is  what  

you yoursel f  say.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    I t  is  your  language,  General .   Le t  us not  

debate that .   When you put  i t  down that  way,  you said,  Mr  

Mat la la had requested I  accompany h im for  moral  support ,  

as he was not  comfor table meet ing  a lone at  that  s tage.   I t  is  

your  words,  so you understood the t rue purpose,  at  least  on 

paragraph 62.   Accord ing to you,  the purpose of  you being 

there was to g ive h im moral  support .   That  is  to  assist ,  20 

General .   

CHAIRPERSON :    And that  i s  long af ter  March,  when you 

are wary of  h im,  wary of  communicat ions f rom him.   So long 

af ter ,  you are cont inu ing to assist .   Can you now respond to 

the quest ion by Adv Hassim,  wi thout  engaging in  semant ics,  
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p lease?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  accompany h im.   

CHAIRPERSON :    And you were  render ing assistance,  

General .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I f  that  is  the case,  le t  i t  be.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And to c lose th is  of f  …[ intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  is  your  language,  your  own language.  

I t  is  not  a case of  le t t ing i t  be,  General ,  your  own language.   

You are going to g ive h im moral  support .   He asked you to 

accompany h im,  and you say you d id,  because you are 10 

g iv ing h im moral  support .   That  is  assist ing h im,  is  i t  not?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Moral  support  and assist ing h im wi th  

h is  problems is  d i f ferent ,  but  i t  is  support  in  terms of  the  

moral ,  assistance in  terms of  the moral  support .   I  wi l l  

agree to that ,  Commissioner.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  is  f ine.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Especia l l y  because you prefaced i t  wi th  

assistance wi th moral  support .   So,  you are assist ing .   That  

is  the long and short  o f  i t ,  correct?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you .   And I  just  …[ intervenes]  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    To  c lose i t  o f f ,  sor ry,  Adv Hassim.   

You say in  your  statement  that  i t  was in  re lat ion to purchase 

orders.   So,  i t  was in  re lat ion to h is  business ventures.   I t  
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was not  just  a  f r iendship,  moral  support .   I t  re la ted  

speci f ica l l y  to  h is  business venture ,  the purchase orders.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.   I t  was in  

re lat ion to purchase orders.   But  i t  must  be noted that  I  d id 

not  par t i c ipate in  that  type of  engagement  in  that  meet ing,  

a l though I  was present  there.   But  the meet ing  was in  

re lat ion to purchase orders.   That  is  my response there.  

CHAIRPERSON :    So,  we must  bas ica l l y  take what  you say 

about  beginning to d is tance yoursel f  f rom much a l ready.   

We must  take that  wi th  a p inch of  sa l t ,  because i t  is  an 10 

understatement .   Do you agree?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  not  an understatement ,  

Commissioner,  because we wi l l  deal  wi th  issues d i f ferent ly  

as human beings.   But  me,  I  was gradual ly .   I  have never 

sa id I  cut  gradual ly .   

CHAIRPERSON :    And when d id you eventual ly  cut?   I f  you 

ever  d id,  when d id you eventual ly  cut?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id ,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    When?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  th ink just  before.   I t  should be he 20 

was ar rested somet imes in  May.   And then you wi l l  see af ter  

that  meet ing wi th General  Mkhwanazi .   Can I  be protected i f  

I  have to respond?  Do I  have your protect ion?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  yes.   P rotect ion f rom mysel f .   You 

are ent i t led to i t .    
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see that  i t  seems that  …[ intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    You are ent i t led to …[ intervenes]  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  look l i ke an accused person,  so that  

is  why I  am asking for  protect ion.   Because I  understand I  

am a wi tness here.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And I  apologise.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   

Wi tnesses cannot  be chast ised,  but  c lar i t y  needs to be 

g iven and so for th .    

CHAIRPERSON :    I  apologise.   Moves profusely.   Thank 10 

you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sorry,  is  there something e lse?  

Because I  wanted to ask you a quest ion about  the,  s t i l l  

about  the support .   Before we go anywhere e lse.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  thought ,  General ,  you asked for  

protect ion because you were st i l l  speaking.   So,  I  thought  

you were going to  cont inue speaking.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  no,  I  would rather  maybe le t  her  

ta lk ,  Commissioner.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  no,  I  am sorry.   I  d id  not  understand 20 

the wi tness to be st i l l  speaking.   So,  i f  you want  to  say 

something,  p lease do.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  I  am f ine,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  General .   Yes,  Ms Hassim.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  might  be because I  am looking  at  you 
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as you are asking  quest ions,  and I  d id  not  see the w i tness.   

So you must  fee l  that  you have got  ample opportuni ty  to  

provide whatever responses you wish to make,  General .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  have a l ready said I  am f ine,  

Commissioner.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Good,  thanks.   So just  on th is  15 t h  Apr i l  

meet ing,  i t  is  not  just  a  quest ion of  the moral  support  and 

being there and the presence.   You a lso assisted Mr Mat la la  

in  the fo l lowing sense,  that  you d id not  report  that  meet ing 

to the SAPS.   Is  that  not  so?  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    You said I  d id  not  report  the  meet ing 

to the SAPS.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You d id not  report .   Yes,  you d id not  

report .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The Provincia l  Commissioner was 

present .   Who do I  report  to?  Because I  must  te l l  h im about  

the meet ing.   He was there.   I t  is  me who reported th is  here  

at  the Commission to show that  I  have got  noth ing to h ide.   

I t  is  me who brought  th is  th ing here at  the Commission.   

The General  was here.   He never brought  th is  here .   So,  I  20 

th ink that  needs to be taken ser iously in to considerat ion.   

Thank you,  Commissioner.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  wi l l  be,  bu t  you test i f ied yesterday 

about  the independence of  the Hawks f rom the SAPS,  

correct?  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Operat ional  Independence 

Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  do not  know what  d is t inct ion you are 

t ry ing to make,  but  what  I  am t ry ing to put  to  you is  that  the 

Hawks is  an independent  organisat ion wi th speci f i c  

responsib i l i t ies.   So,  you bore a responsib i l i ty  in  your  

posi t ion as Prov incia l  Head of  Hawks qui te  apart  f rom 

whatever dut ies General  Mkhwanazi  bore.   Do not  you 

agree?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  agree wi th you because I  10 

have test i f ied before th is  Commission about  what  type of  

independence is  the Hawks having.   I t  is  supposed to be 

tota l ly  independent .   I  even ind icated the Glenister  case 

yesterday.   So,  I  do not  know what  is  the rat ionale of  your  

quest ion that  I  d id  not  report  th is  to  the pol ice.   The 

Provincia l  Commissioner was present  in  that  meet ing .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  but  you needed to report  the 

Provincia l  Commissioner to  h is  super ior .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    To h is super ior?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Cor rect .  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Maybe he should have reported me 

as wel l  to  my super iors.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  may be so .   I  am not  asking  about  

h im.   He wi l l  have h is own quest ions to answer.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  not  report  h im to h is  super iors.   
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I  reported here at  the Commission.   I  wai ted fo r  my turn to  

come and report  i t  here because whatever was d iscussed,  

le t  me say,  the issue of  the const i tu t ion of  th is  Commission  

is  re lated to cer ta in i ssues.   And eventual ly ,  Mr Mat la la is  

a lso par t  and parcel  o f  the person who is  being accused of  

wrongdoing or  be ing in  cont ravent ion wi th the law.   So,  I  

chose to come and report  i t  here.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  on 15 Apr i l  2025,  th is  Commission  

was not  in  ex istence.   I t  was not  even on the hor izon.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Absolute ly  t rue.   I t  was not  in  I t  has 10 

not  yet  been establ ished by them.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    There was no Madlanga Commission on 

15 Apr i l  2025.   There  was no reason for  you to th ink  that  

there was going to be a Commission where you cou ld come 

and then report .   Why d id you not  report  i t  a t  the t ime?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  report ing a  meet ing  

to my super io rs and then what  was I  supposed to say in  that  

meet ing?  In  the report?  Maybe you must  assist  me 

because I  have a l ready test i f ied yesterday.   You asked me 

quest ions about  the issue where the General  was ta lk ing 20 

about  the case docket  of  the at tempted murder.   And then I  

a lso gave a response.    

 What  was my tak ing in  re lat ion to  what  t ranspi red  

there?  So,  what  is  i t  that  I  was supposed to report?  The 

Provincia l  Commissioner met  wi th Mr Mat la la.   Doing what?  
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I  d id  not  see any need.   And then I  th ink Commissioners,  I  

have responded to th is  quest ion.   I  d id  not  report  i t .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  you d id no t  report  i t .   I  get  i t .   This  

was af ter  you sent  h im the ar t i c le  5 March.   That  is  the 

context  in  which I  am asking you th is .   When you now knew 

al l  o f  these a l legat ions against  Mr  Mat la la and the problem 

wi th th is  par t icu lar  cont ract .   But  you have g iven your 

answer.   And I  wi l l  accept  that .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Can I  just  ask th is?  General ,  do you 

not  see anyth ing wrong wi th a businessperson going to see 10 

a Provincia l  Commissioner of  Pol ice and saying to  h im,  i f  

you help me get  purchase orders  to  help my business,  I  wi l l  

he lp you wi th something.   Do you not  see anyth ing wrong 

wi th that?  Because you seem to  suggest  that  th is  is  a  

normal  meet ing of  people s i t t ing  and having dr inks and 

there is  noth ing to report .    

 He went  there to  get  assistance because he was 

not  get t ing purchase orders f rom SAPS.   And accord ing to 

you,  he wanted General  Mkhwanazi  to  help h im to get  

purchase orders.   And presumably he was going to g ive 20 

General  Mkhwanazi  something in  return.   Do you not  see 

anyth ing wrong wi th that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  I  want  to  d isagree 

wi th the f i rs t  s tatement .   That  he went  to  the General  to  get  

assistance of  the  orders and then in  return of  h im g iv ing  
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h im something.   I  am saying he asked me to accompany h im 

of  which  we deal t  wi th  that  ear l ier  to  the meet ing.   The main 

issue that  he asked me there he said what  was going to be 

d iscussed is  the problems wi th the orders.    

 Now,  in  the meet ing issues were d iscussed between 

h im and the  General  there.   And then there was no -  I  d id  

not  hear le t  me put  i t  th is  way I  d id  not  hear a conversat ion 

that  says help me wi th the purchase orders and then I  wi l l  

in  exchange of  th is .   That  I  heard i t  -  I  read i t  here when 

they g ive us the t ranscr ip ts of  Mr Mat la la f rom the Ad -Hoc 10 

Commit tee that  there were quest ions of  that  nature.   So,  as 

for  me I  d id not  hear that .   The only th ing that  I  presented 

before th is  Commission is  the issue of  the at tempted murder 

case Commissioners.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    No,  General ,  you state i t  as your  

knowledge in  paragraph 64 of  your  order  -  o f  your  

statement .   You say my knowledge,  however,  is  as fo l lows.   

Then you set  out  the th ree paragraphs.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Paragraph?  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    64.   And you say General  Mkhwanazi  20 

agreed to assist  Mat la la to  get  purchase orders f rom Lt -Gen 

Nkhuoa.   I t  is  there.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  sa id  I  d isagree wi th that  he agreed 

to assist  h im wi th purchase order  in  return of  something.   

That  is  what  the Commissioner sa id.   And th is  one here I  do 
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not  d isagree wi th  i t .   I t  is  there.   I  do not  d isagree w i th th is  

one.   And i t  must  be a lso remembered that  i t  is  not  me who 

ar ranged th is  meet ing.   Maybe Mr Mat la la wi l l  come and 

c la r i fy  who ar ranged the meet ing before th is  Commiss ion.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Let  us leave i t  there.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Are you moving away f rom th is  a r t ic le  to  

ask a quest ion?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  I  am not  moving away f rom th is  

issue.   Are you want ing to ask something about  the ar t i c le ,  

Commissioner?  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  i t  is  about  the ar t ic le .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Go ahead.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  you test i f ied  ear l ier  that  you do 

not  moni tor  the media and that  is  your  explanat ion why you 

d id not  become aware of  the fu l l  deta i l s  of  the 

whist leb lowing what  i t  was about  and in  par t i cu lar  that  Mr  

Mat la la 's  company was one of  the  companies  on which Ms 

Deokaran b lew the whist le .   You expla ined that  you do not  

moni to r  the media.   You become aware of  th is  ar t i c le .   I t  is 

o f  suf f ic ient  in terest  to  you to send to Mr Mat la la that  you 20 

are d iscussing now wi th Ms Hassim.   How did you become 

aware?  How come you became aware of  th is  a r t ic le?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  happened to be on News24 just  to  

check.   I  c l icked there and then the media came.   The 

media th ing came.   That  i s  how I  happened to know.   I  
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normal ly  do not  go in  and out  of  th is  media space.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    This was not  the only day.   I t  was not  

the f i rs t  t ime that  you just  randomly went  on to News24.   I t  

is  something that  you would do f rom t ime to t ime.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    There were  days before that  I  d id  not  

have i t  because you are subscr ib ing.   Some of  these issues 

when you are not  subscr ib ing i t  wi l l  appear,  but  when you 

c l i ck  on i t ,  i t  does not  open.   I  th ink  in  the previous year I  

was subscr ib ing  but  i t  wi l l  happen that  when I  see 

something of  in terest  because when you go to your 10 

WhatsApp you deal  wi th  i t .   Somet imes you go to News24 

Commissioners.   So,  …[ intervenes]  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sorry,  f in ish.   You can f in ish.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    As a resul t  o f  that  I  happened to f ind  

th is  one.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    In  th is  per iod,  you were subscr ib ing.   

There was subscr ip t ion.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    In  that  per iod  f rom t ime to t ime,  you 

would check News24 and other  i f  you check others as wel l .    20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Not  necessar i l y  f rom t ime to  t ime but  

you wi l l  f ind out  that  when t ime permi ts you wi l l  go there.   

Not  a lways.   A day or  two or  th ree might  pass for  me not  

looking in to that .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  I  am check ing wi th you is  th is  was 
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not  the only t ime when you saw th is  ar t i c le .   This was not  

the only t ime that  you happened to check News24.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  was the only t ime when I  saw th is  

newspaper c l ip .   Yes,  i t  was not  the only t ime me checking  

News24.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   That  answers my quest ion.   

What  i s  i t  about  th is  ar t i c le  when you sent  i t  to  Mr Mat la la?  

What  was the reason about  the  content  of  th is  ar t ic le  that  

made you send i t  to  Mr Mat la la?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  made me wary.   10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  I  mean the subject  because as Ms 

Hassim has read to you the subjec t ,  the l ines,  at  page 42 i t  

ra ises d i f fe rent  issues.   What  in  fact  d id you have in  mind,  

or  d id you consider  that  made i t  worthy sending to Mr  

Mat la la?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  was worr ied  about  what  was in  the 

newspaper c l ip .   No,  sorry,  not  newspaper on News24,  I  beg 

your pardon.   That  is  where I  chal lenged h im about  the 

content  of  that .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  am t ry ing to understand whether  when 20 

you say you were worr ied about  the ar t i c le  and you 

chal lenged h im,  d id you ta lk  to  h im about  h im being par t  o f  

ext ract ion syndicates as th is  a r t ic le  says that  he was 

ident i f ied as that?  Is  that  a mat ter  that  you chal lenged h im 

about  to  use your  language?  There is  a lso the invest igat ion 
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by the SIU.   Did you chal lenge h im about  that  in  your  

d iscussion wi th h im?  And then there is  the d i rectorship 

issue.   I  am t ry ing to understand d id you cover a l l  o f  those 

wi th h im?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  asked h im in re lat ion  to the 

d i rectorship and as wel l  as the stor ies about  h is  company.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    You d id not  ask h im anyth ing about  the 

Babi ta Deokaran whist leb lowing connect ion?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  th is  one of  the Babi ta Deokaran,  I  

d id  not  ask h im because the people were a l ready ar rested 10 

and convicted who commit ted the murder.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So,  you d id not  ask h im why do they 

connect  you to th is?   I  am not  asking you about  the people  

that  k i l led h im.   I  am asking you,  you forward an ar t i c le  that  

makes,  that  is  a story about  the business of  Mr Mat la la and 

that  inc ludes that  he was impl icated,  h is  company is  par t  o f  

the companies that  are impl icated in  the whist leb lowing and 

I  am t ry ing to understand that  that  par t  you d id not  ask h im 

about .   You d id not  say to h im what  is  th is  about?  I  am just  

t ry ing to understand that .   20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  recol lect  i f  I  ask h im or  not  

Commissioners.   But  what  wor r ied me too much here 

because the issue of  the invest igat ions by the Hawks and 

SIU,  I  saw i t  here ,  but  the issue is  that  th is  th ing of  tender  

f raud of  the pol ice and then wi l l  automat ica l l y  change to  
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d i rectorship  and a lso these th ings in  my own perspect ive  

a lone that  something is  not  r igh t  here.   That  is  why I  

ind icated in  my aff idavi t  I  decided to gradual ly  s ta r t  to  

reverse in  terms of  our ,  i f  I  may use that  word,  re lat ionship.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    What  wor r ied you about  the change of  

d i rectorship?  I  mean,  people,  d i rectorships change every 

day and when I  read th is  ar t i c le ,  i t  is  not  obvious to me why 

you,  General  Senona,  would be concerned that  Mr Mat la la  

has decided to put  Ms Masete as  a paper d i rector  as they 

descr ibe in  the ar t ic le .   Why is  that  a mat ter  of  concern that  10 

in  fact  makes you star t  wi thdrawing f rom him?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  was a lso  these cr imes,  a l though I  

d id  not  ask h im about  i t ,  th is  c r ime that  I  l is ted here,  

Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  so i t  is  the cr imes …[ intervenes]  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    That  are l is ted here …[ intervenes]  

ADV BALOYI SC :    The Babi ta Deokaran mat ter ,  the f raud 

on the tender.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    There is  invest igat ions that  a re  

underway by these inst i tu t ions.  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  inc luding that  tender,  the 360 

mi l l ion tender,  f raud accusat ions about  i t .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The pol ice one?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    That  a lso concerned you?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    And yet  i t  is  the same tender that  you 

at tended a meet ing wi th General  Mkhwanazi  to  g ive  h im 

moral  support  to  get  payment  fo r .   Do you not  see a  

problem wi th that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    A t  that  s tage,  I  never saw a problem,  

Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you,  General .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thanks,  Ms Hassim.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thanks,  Commissioner Baloyi .   Just  to  

round up on a couple of  th ings before we —  there is  qui te  a  

b i t  to  get  th rough.   But  f i rs t ,  Commissioner Khumalo  

referred to th is  meet ing as being one of  an exchange,  

meaning a help wi th the purchase orders in  exchange fo r  

something.   And you say you were  not  aware of  that  k ind of  

an exchange of  favour,  t i t - fo r - ta t ,  i f  I  recal l  correct ly .   You 

said you were not  aware of  that .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  speci f ica l ly  sa id,  Commissioners,  I  20 

was not  aware of  an exchange of  assist ing wi th  get t ing 

order  fo rms in  exchange of  you get t ing something.   I  

speci f ica l l y  ta lked about  i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    But  the one that  I  am aware,  i t  is  
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there in  paragraph 64.3 of  my statement  that  I  have a l ready 

test i f ied about .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   There is  one other  that  comes up 

in  ev idence of  Mr Mat la la before  the Ad -Hoc Commit tee.   

So,  I  now need you to open another  fo lder ,  and tha t  is  f i le  3 

of  3 .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  must  c lose th is  one.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  we are coming back to these other  

two.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    But  i f  I  c lose -  sor ry,  Commissioners.  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Do you need assistance?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I f  I  c lose i t ,  wi l l  you d i rect  me to  

where we are supposed to c lose?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  we wi l l  be  coming back there.   Do 

you need some assistance?  

CHAIRPERSON :    You may c lose i t ,  General .   Thank you,  

Commissioner.   I  just  put  i t  as ide somewhere c lose by.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    F i le?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    3  of  3 .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    3  of  3 .   20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Page 54.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Just  to  begin  wi th,  so I  can or ientate  

you,  General ,  page 1 of  th is  f i le  shows you that  th is  i s  the 

t ranscr ip t  o f  the evidence of  Mr Mat la la before the Ad -Hoc 
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Commit tee on 26 November 2025.   Okay.   But  the re levant  

par t  is  on page 54,  and i t  is  three paragraphs f rom the 

bot tom,  f ive l ines,  i f  you count  f rom the bot tom.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Paragraph?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  i f  you count  f ive l ines f rom the 

bot tom,  i t  is  probably easier .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    One,  two,  three,  four ,  f ive.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  s tar ts  wi th Adv Arendse.   You have 

got  that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thanks.   Okay,  so Adv Arendse says the  

fo l lowing to Mr Mat la la.   He says:  

“But  accord ing to  your statement ,  that  i s  

Mr Mat la la 's  s tatement ,  the t rue reason 

for  the meet ing,  and the meet ing here is  

the 15 Apr i l  meet ing,  was in  re lat ion to 

th is  chap,  Esmael  Malude Ramos Nangy,  

to  convince h im to wi thdraw the charges 

because he had been assaul ted.   That  

was the t rue  purpose of  the meet ing,  20 

accord ing to you?  Quest ion.   Mr Mat la la 

responds,  to  drop the charges,  yes,  and 

a lso about  Nkhuoa,  to  not  s top my 

cont ract  f rom operat ing. ”  

So,  le t  us  just  f in ish reading th is  exchange,  because i t  
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impl icates you,  because the next  th ing Adv Arendse says is :   

“Do you know,  or  d id you know General  

Senona,  head of  the Hawks in  KZN?  Mr  

Mat la la says,  I  know him very wel l ,  very  

wel l ,  and then he expla ins  your  

re lat ionship,  which is  consisten t  wi th  

what  you have descr ibed. ”  

Okay.   Then i f  you go down on page 55,  there are  no l ine  

numbers,  but  le t  me count  i t ,  15 l ines f rom the bot tom.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  s tar ts  wi th?   10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Adv Arendse you ment ioned in  

paragraph,  you see i t .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    He says:  

“You ment ioned that  you met  wi th Mr  

Nangy as inst ructed by Lt -Gen 

Mkhwanazi  and t r ied to convince h im to 

wi thdraw the charges.   Nangy advised 

that  he was not  a lone in  the mat ter  and 

that  h is  brother - in- law could not  speak,  20 

could not  speak due to tor tu re. ”  

And then he cont inues,  Mr Mat la la  says,  yes,  that  is  t rue.   

And then i f  you go down seven l ines f rom there,  you see 

st i l l  the same page,  55.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    From Adv Arendse,  you ment ioned in 
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paragraph,  so,  so ,  so,  f rom there?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  that  you met  wi th Mr Nangy.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then i f  you go down fur ther  seven 

l ines.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Seven?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  s tar ts  wi th?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Adv Arendse.   Then you say you 

communicated.   Do you see that?  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    He says,  Adv Arendse says:  

“Then you say you communicated 

Nangy's re luctance to Lt -Gen Mkhwanazi  

v ia  General  Senona.   How did you do 

that?  Mr Mat la la says,  can you repeat 

that  p lease?  Adv Arendse repeats i t .   Mr 

Mat la la says,  I  ca l led h im.”   

We turn over  the  page at  the top  f i rs t  l ine.   Adv Arendse 

says:  20 

“You cal led Senona to te l l  h im that  you 

spoke to Nangy and he was not  p repared.   

As a resul t ,  you suspect  th is  was one of  

the reasons why you were la ter  a r rested 

and charged.   Mr Mat la la,  yes. ”  
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So,  Mr Mat la la says that  he engaged wi th you on th is  t i t  for 

ta t  that  had been st ruck between h im and General  

Mkhwanazi .   What  is  your  response to that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    What  do you mean,  Commissioner?  

What  i s  the advocate meaning t i t  fo r  ta t?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  I  just  read f rom the t ranscr ip t  

where Mr Mat la la  says,  he says that  he had th is  d iscussion  

that  –  that  the meet ing was in  re lat ion to th is  chap Nangy 

and Mr Mat la la says to drop the  charges,  yes,  and a lso 

about  Nkhuoa to not  s top my cont ract  f rom operat ing.   And 10 

that ,  I  am not  going to repeat  everyth ing I  sa id .   The 

context  i s  …[ intervenes]  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  I  just  want  to  get  the  

c la r i ty  so that  I  can t ry  and not  waste the Commissioner 's  

t ime in  my responding.   You want  me to respond in  terms of  

a l l  these paragraphs that  you h ighl ighted?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  no.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    One by one?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  no.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    What  is  the actual  quest ion?  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    My quest ion is ,  d id  you meet  wi th Mr 

Mat la la to  d iscuss th is  quest ion,  what  he is  saying  to you?  

He says he met  wi th you to convey to you that  the request  

f rom General  Mkhwanazi  that  Mr Nangy drops h is compla int  

is  not  successfu l  because he does not  want  to  drop i t .   And 
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he says he cal led  you to convey th is  to  you.   So that  is  what  

I  want  you to respond.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  never met  w i th Mr Mat la la to  d iscuss 

the wi thdrawal  of  the case by Mr Nangy.   And even in  the  

cal l s ,  when we were ta lk ing about  the cal l s ,  Mr  Mat la la 

never in formed me about  th is .   So,  I  th ink you wi l l  have to 

come and expla in proper ly  here before th is  Commission,  

because i f  I  heard th is  and i t  d id  happen,  and then I  

recol lected i t  a f te r  you gave me these th ings,  I  wou ld have 

inc luded i t  in  my statement .   So,  I  do not  recal l  i t .   10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    You do not?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Never.   I  do not  th ink i t  happened.   I  

do not  even have a recol lect ion of  that ,  Commissioner,  that  

he to ld me that  Mr Nangy refuses to drop the charges.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    This th ing of  d ropping the charges,  I  

d id  not  even hear  i t  dur ing the meet ing on the 15 t h  o f  Apr i l .   

I  do not  remember hear ing th is  d iscussion.   I t  might  have 

happened.   I  do not  deny i t .   And I  do not  want  to  say i t  

happened or  i t  d id  not ,  but  Genera l  Senona d id not  hear i t .   20 

And number 2,  th is  ca l l ,  i t  never  happened wi th th is  

d iscussion.   A cal l  wi th  these d iscussions,  i t  d id  not  

happen.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so,  you are saying Mr Mat la la is  

not  being honest  here  when he says that  he cal led you to 
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d iscuss th is  Nangy issue?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am not  saying he is  not  honest .   I  

am saying th is  ca l l  in  re lat ion to th is  d iscussion never 

happened.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    But  General ,  I  th ink what  Ms Hassim is  

t ry ing to do in  s imple language is  your  answer is  the cal l  

never happened.   I t  never happened.   So,  she says to you,  

so i t  means that  Mr Mat la la is  being unt ruthfu l  i f  he says 

there was a ca l l  wi th  you and you s i t  here before us.   You 

say there was no such cal l .   He is  being unt ruthfu l .   I  th ink  10 

i t  is  not  cont rovers ia l .   You can consider  that .   You can 

agree that  he is  not  being t ruthfu l .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  not  t rue.   I t  is  not  t rue,  

Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  thank you.   So,  then we get  back 

to the media ar t ic les and 5 March.   And you say that  you 

began to wi thdraw.   But  I  put  to  you that  is  not  cor rect  

because you had the 15 Apr i l  meet ing and we have had that  

whole exchange.   But  i t  goes fu r ther  than that ,  General ,  20 

because the day before Mr Mat la la  was ar rested,  you were 

st i l l  engaging wi th h im.   And in  fac t ,  what  you say to  h im on 

the 13 t h  o f  May is  take them on,  b rother ,  meaning to  take on 

the SAPS.   And I  wi l l  take you there because you should 

have a look at  i t .   I t  is  page 60 of  the WhatsApp.   I t  is  f i le  1 
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o f  3 .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am there.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  do you see that ,  13 May 2025?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    15:08 in  the af ternoon.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Take them on,  brother .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and you recal l  what  that  was 

about?  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ms Hassim,  we are looking  at  the 

WhatsApp bundle.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    You say page?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Page 60.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    S ix zero.   Yes,  I  see i t .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Have you found i t?   So,  we are going to 

turn one page back now to page 59 because that  i s  where i t  

begins.   General ,  on page 59,  Mr  Mat la la,  on the 13 t h  o f  20 

May,  sends you a  document  at  1  o 'c lock.   Do you see that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And that  document  is  Annexure  SEN6,  

which you wi l l  f ind at  page 300 of  the same f i le .   Have you 

found i t ,  Commissioners?  Page 300.   This is  a le t ter  f rom 
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the Nat ional  Commissioner.   General  Masemola,  cor rect?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners.   I  see that .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i t  is  a  le t ter  terminat ing the  

cont ract  of  Medicare24,  Mr Mat la la 's  company.   Do you see 

that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You have seen th is  le t te r  before.   You 

have read i t .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  be l ieve I  might  have because i t  is  

the one for  the te rminat ion of  i ts  cont ract .  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Right  and in  that  le t te r  on page 300,  in  

the last  paragraph,  i t  says ‘SAPSs judgment ’  is  that  your  

company abused the supply chain management  system and 

engaged …[ intervenes]  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Sor ry,  can I  get  that  paragraph?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  am sorry.   I  thought  we were on page 

300.   I t  is  the last  paragraph on tha t  page.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Do you see i t?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see i t ,  Commissioners.  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :     

“SAPSs judgment  is  that  your  company 

abused the supply chain management  

system and engaged in  f raudulent  and/or  

corrupt  p ract ises in  compet ing for  th is  
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cont ract  based on,  in te r  a l ia ,  the 

fo l lowing f ind ings of  mater ia l  

i r regular i t ies. ”  

And then each of  those i r regular i t ies is  deta i led in  the le t ter  

for  the next  couple of  pages.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see that .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Now,  and then i t  ends.   I  am not  going  

to go through a l l  o f  them.  You have seen the le t ter  before,  

and we can go through i t  i f  you wish to.   They are very 

deta i led.   And i t  concludes:  10 

“Given the ser iousness and cumulat ive  

nature of  these breaches,  SAPS 

considers the  cont inuat ion of  th is  

cont ract  to  be untenable.   Cont ract  i s  

hereby terminated wi th immediate e f fect . ”  

Now,  Mr Mat la la sends th is  le t te r  to  you.   What  was your  

response?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    My response,  Commissioners,  thank 

you,  Advocate.   I  want  to  take the  Commissioners at  page 

60 of  bundle 1 of  3 .   A page af ter  th is  SEN6.   20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    You said page?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    60,  Commissioner.   May I  proceed,  

Commissioners?  My response is  that  th is  i s  so sad,  and i t  

leaves one wi th,  maybe there is  a miss ing l ink  there,  

choice,  but  to  seek legal  advice on th is  i ssue,  wi th  a v iew to  
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chal lenge th is  decis ion.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  so,  in  fact ,  your  response star ts  

before that .   You send h im an image of  President  Zuma wi th  

h is  head in  h is  hands.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Emoj i .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then you fo l low i t  by saying,  so i t  is  

shaking h is head in  h is  hands,  and he is  saying,  th is  is  so 

sad,  and you advise h im to get  lega l  advice.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  cor rec t .   That  i s  my response to  

h im.  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    And he says he wi l l .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    He says:  

“True,  my Advocate advice I  should  make 

in terd ict  wi th in 48  hours. ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then you say?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  say:  

  “Take them on,  b rother . ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Now,  do you not  th ink that  i t  is  20 

inappropr ia te for  you to be g iv ing h im advice af te r  you see 

th is  le t ter  f rom the SAPS ra is ing these ser ious concerns?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  not  inappropr ia te.   I t  is  wi th in h is  

r ights,  because he ta lks about  h is  advocate here as wel l .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sorry,  what  is  he saying?  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  i s  not  inappropr iate.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  not  inappropr ia te?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  you were  a l ready concerned.   You 

said to  us you star ted to wi thdraw f rom him.   You star ted to 

cut  of f  contact  f rom him.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Exact ly .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And instead,  your  response here is  to  

say,  th is  i s  ter r ib le  news.   This makes you sad.   This is  sad.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  does not  make me sad,  10 

Commissioner,  that  the news is  that  of  a  sad in  nature.   

These are sad news,  not  me being sad.   I  need to c lar i f y  

that .   The news o f  a sad nature.   And,  you see,  I  am going 

to,  I  want  to  say something under th is  context ,  

Commissioner.   You know,  i t  is  c lear ,  I  mean,  I  have never  

protected th is  man.    

 I f  he said,  th is  is  the chal lenge,  I  sa id,  th is  is  so  

sad.   Seek legal  advice.   Then he a lso in formed me,  my 

advocate sa id,  so  I  must  in te rd ict  them.  I  sa id,  take them 

on.   I  read th is  th ing.   I  saw that  he wi l l  never  win.   But  le t  20 

h im go and do whatever he wants  to  do.   But  when I  read 

th is  le t te r ,  I  rea l ised he wi l l  never  win to  restore th is  

cont ract  based on what  i t  is  wr i t ten  in  the le t ter .   But  that  is  

what  I  have ind icated to h im.   And that  is  i t ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  do not  unders tand that  response.   You 



    28 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 48 

Page 108  o f  229  

 

 

a l ready are wary,  as you say,  of  Mr Mat la la.   Now you see 

the actual  cu lminat ion of  th is  in  the le t ter .   And in  your  

response,  instead of  d is tancing yoursel f  f rom him,  you 

choose to respond.   This i s ,  you said that  you began to cut  

t ies.   This is  the day before Mr Mat la la was ar rested,  by the  

way.   So,  in  fact ,  the way you cut  t ies wi th h im was forced 

upon you by h is a rrest .   Is  that  not  so?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  you see,  when you 

look at  th is  response,  i t  is  a  st ra ight forward th ing that  th is ,  

that  c loseness is  no more there.   You know,  another  person, 10 

Commissioners,  wi l l  do th is .   I f  he wanted to assist  th is  

person and cont inue wi th the  re la t ionship,  wi l l  say,  no,  do 

not  wor ry,  I  wi l l  go meet  so and so  and do one,  two,  three.   

Another  person might  do that ,  i f  one can br ing that  t ype of  

context .   But  I  on ly sa id these th ings,  and then f rom there,  I  

have never,  sorry ,  I  have never ta lked about  th is ,  th is  th ing 

of  the cont ract  anymore wi th h im.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    From then,  because he was arrested,  

because he was arrested a few hours la ter .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  Commissioners,  the ar rest  of  Mr  20 

Mat la la took p lace on the 15 t h  o f  May.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    On the 14 t h  o f  May.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I f  you say 14,  you are cor rect ing me,  

but  accord ing to my recol lect ion,  i t  is  the 15 t h  o f  May 2025.   

That  is  my recol lect ion,  but  I  s tand to be corrected of  the  
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date of  a rrest .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    What  d i f fe rence does a day make,  

General ,  whether  i t  is  the 14 t h  or  the 15 t h?  The po int  is  i t  

was soon thereaf ter .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  cut  my t ies,  Commissioners.   The 

d i f ference was the date of  arrest ,  but  the mere fact ,  yes,  he  

is  a rrested,  to  show that  I  have cut  t ies:  

[1 ]  There was no evidence presented before th is  

Commission,  and a lso mysel f ,  I  am saying so.   Af ter  

h is  ar rest ,  I  have never ca l led h im.    10 

[2]  I  have never v is i ted h im in  any pr ison where he was 

deta ined.  

[3 ]  I  have never at tended h is cour t  where he came wi th  

bai l  appl icat ion.    

[4 ]  Even when h is v is i ts ,  the issue of  h is  problems 

here,  I  d id  not  even of fer  to  help any,  l i ke 

previously when I  ta lk  about  moral  support .   

I  sa id moral  support .   We are ta lk ing about  moral  support .   

I t  d id  not  happen here.   Then I  sa id ,  I  am done now.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So,  you only cut  t ies af te r  he got  20 

ar rested?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    F inal ly .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Only?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    F inal l y ,  when that  happens,  

Commissioner.   I  sa id,  gradual ly  I  was moving away,  but  
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f ina l l y ,  I  am even prepared i f  my cel l  phone needs to be 

checked,  to  check that  have I  ever  d id any contact  w i th  h im,  

e i ther  d i rect ly  o r  ind i rect ly .   Have I  ever  v is i ted h im or  go to  

the ja i l?   Because i f  you want  to  cont inue your re lat ionship,  

you wi l l  v is i t  h im in  ja i l .   We could check even the registers  

there i f  I  went  there and v is i ted,  or  i f  I  ever  ca l led any 

person in  the  pr ison.   Final l y ,  my submission,  

Commissioner,  is  that  f ina l ly ,  I  cut ,  t i l l  today,  I  have never  

come into contact  wi th  h im or  h is  w i fe or  whatever .   F inal ly ,  

that  is  my submission.   10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  the issue was af ter  the 5 t h  o f  

March ar t i c le ,  you said in  your  statement ,  a f te r  that  day,  

you became weary and you star ted cut t ing t ies w i th h im.   

So,  what  is  being explored wi th you is  whether  a f ter  that  

date,  you cut  t ies wi th h im or  not .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  sa id,  g radual ly ,  I  moved away,  

Commissioner.   That  i s  my response.   I  th ink I  sa id  i t  over  

10 t imes today in  th is  room, Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  sor ry,  Ms Hassim.   I  hope I  wi l l  not  

d is rupt  the f low of  your  quest ions.   Yes,  you have said i t  20 

severa l  t imes,  General ,  but  why d id i t  have to be gradual?  

You have th is  a r t ic le  i t  is  making these ser ious a l legat ions 

of  tender f raud and other  ser ious a l legat ions.   Why d id i t  

have to  be gradual?  Why d id you not  te rminate  

communicat ion there and then?  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  have a response to that .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am sorry?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  have a response to what  the 

Commissioner i s  asking me.   Why d id I  not  cut  i t  there and 

then?  

CHAIRPERSON :    May I  come in,  p lease?  You do not  have 

a response,  General ,  because th is  is  unt rue.   At  that  s tage,  

you d id not  in tend terminat ing communicat ion.   That  is  why 

you have no response to my quest ion.   I t  is  s imply not  t rue.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  agree wi th the statement ,  but  10 

for  me,  that  is  what  I  was doing,  Commissioners.   

CHAIRPERSON :    So,  f rom 5 March a l l  the way up to the 

13 t h  o f  May,  you are st i l l  g radual .   So,  i t  seems to me that  

had Mr Mat la la  not  been ar res ted,  you would st i l l  be  

cont inu ing wi th your communicat ion wi th h im.   Which  

but t resses or  which supports my point  that  i t  is  unt rue that  

you ever  in tended to cut  t ies  wi th h im or  to  stop  

communicat ion wi th h im?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  there was an 

in tent ion.   20 

CHAIRPERSON :    But  when and how does that  mani fest?   

When and how does that  in tend te rminat ion mani fest?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  when we deal  wi th  

issues of  te rminat ing re lat ionship,  we take them di f ferent ly .   

I  hear  what  the Commissioner i s  saying,  but  there  was an 
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in tent ion.    

CHAIRPERSON :    You are a pol ice of f i c ia l .   You are a 

member of  the Hawks.   You f ind out  that  your  f r iend,  your  

“younger brother ” ,  is  a l legedly involved in  c r iminal i t y .   This 

i s  something tha t  concerns you and concerns you to the 

extent  that  you decide to cut  of f  t ies.   You are a pol ice 

of f icer .   This i s  not  just  a  re lat ionship between ord inary 

ind iv iduals.   Why d id you not  terminate communicat ion of  

t ies there and then?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  have a l ready responded to that ,  10 

Commissioner.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Which is  that  you cannot  respond to my 

quest ion.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  have a l ready responded in  that  I  

decided to gradua l ly  move away f rom him.  

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  no,  no,  no,  no,  that  is  not  answer ing 

the quest ion because my quest ion exact ly  goes to that  

gradual  te rminat ion.   I  am saying  you are a pol ice of f i cer  

because you say people respond d i f ferent ly .   You may 

terminate communicat ion d i f fe rent ly  depending on who you 20 

are.   My point  is  you are a pol ice of f icer .   You head Hawks,  

which is  a specia l ised uni t  wi th in the pol ice,  and which 

deals wi th ser ious cr imes.    

 You become aware that  a person that  you consider  

to  be your brother ,  your  younger brother ,  you are  
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…[speaking in  vernacular ]  brother .   So now you become 

aware that  he is  involved in  cr iminal i ty .   And on the 5 t h  o f  

March,  you decide that  you want  to  cut  communicat ion wi th  

h im.   But  you do th is  g radual ly .   You are not  an ord inary 

person.   You actual ly  head Hawks in  KZN.   Why d id you not  

terminate communicat ion immediate ly?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    That  idea never crossed my mind,  

Commissioner.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Now,  le t  us just  look at  the content  of  

these communica t ions,  which are what ,  th ree months la ter?  10 

You seem to be communicat ing wi th a f r iend in  a very 

amicable manner.   No ind icat ion at  a l l  that  you are i r r i ta ted 

wi th h im.   No ind icat ion at  a l l  that  th is  i s  somebody that  you 

want  to  terminate  communicat ion wi th.   You say,  th is  is  so 

sad.    

 And i t  leaves one wi th,  I  th ink you wanted to say,  

no choice.   The no is  miss ing.   But  to  seek legal  advice on 

th is  i ssue wi th a v iew to chal lenge th is  decis ion.   No s ign of  

you ever  having in tended to terminate communicat ion at  a l l .   

I t  is  actual ly  f r iendly.   I t  is  actual ly  empathet ic .   How can 20 

that  be i f  way back in  March 5 t h  March,  you a l ready wanted 

to terminate communicat ion?  That  just  does not  make 

sense a l together ,  General .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  have taken note o f  that ,  

Commissioner.   
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CHAIRPERSON :    I  am sorry?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  have taken note of  the 

Commissioner 's  comment .   

CHAIRPERSON :    What  is  your  response?  What  is  your  

comment?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  be l ieve I  have a l ready responded,  

Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    You have not .   I  am ra is ing a d i f ferent  

quest ion now.   I  am ra is ing a quest ion about  you being 

empathet ic .   Where you are suggest ing that  way back in  10 

March you wanted to te rminate communicat ion.   Th is is  a  

d i f ferent  point  a l together .   You have not  responded to i t .   

Can you p lease respond?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The empathet ic  par t  o f  i t ,  

Commissioner.   

CHAIRPERSON :    The ent i re  context .   You are ta lk ing as i f  

you cont inue to re late wi th h im in  the same manner,  you 

have to ld us you re lated wi th h im.   S ince the marr iage,  your  

marr iage,  2018 -2019,  having taken a  l ik ing to h im,  your  

words,  you then communicated regular ly  as f r iends.   And 20 

going to the extent  of  saying you basica l ly  considered each 

other  to  be brothers.    

 Now you decide  to terminate communicat ion in  

March.   What  I  am saying is  but  look in  May.   You are  

communicat ing w i th h im in  a manner that  shows that  you 
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are qui te  empathet ic  to  the d i f f icu l t ies he f inds h imsel f  in .   

And I  say,  to  say that  way back in  March you had in tended 

to terminate  communicat ion s imply does not  make sense.   

That  is  a d i f ferent  quest ion to the ear l ie r  one,  wh ich was 

why d id you not  terminate communicat ion immediate ly?  

That  is  a d i f ferent  quest ion,  Genera l .   P lease respond.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Maybe before you respond,  General ,  le t  

me just  add something e lse to the Chai rperson's quest ion 

that  you should  take in to account .   In  that  page 60,  

WhatsApp where you say,  take them on,  brother .   In  fact ,  10 

you are encourag ing h im.   Cont rary to  you,  to  what  you are 

saying to us.   In  fact ,  a  day or  two before he is  ar rested,  

you say you encourage h im to take your employer  on.   

Regarding the terminat ion of  the  cont ract ,  which  as the  

Chai r  says,  does not  seem to suggest  present ing someone 

who has no in terest  anymore in  Mr Mat la la 's  af fa i rs  and 

business.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Do you see that  these are d i f ferent  

quest ions?  I t  i s  no longer  my quest ion about  terminat ing 20 

immediate ly.   Do you get  that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  get  i t .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  do not  want  to  d isabuse your mind of  

th is  idea that  I  am asking you the  same quest ion.   So,  can 

you now respond to my quest ion,  tak ing in to account  the  
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addi t ional  point  that  my col league has?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  have taken note of  the analys is of  

the Commissioner ,  and I  see that ,  yes,  there is  an error  on 

my s ide that  I  have done in  order  to  encourage h im.   

CHAIRPERSON :    I  just  repeat  that  I  am not  sure I  

understand.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  have taken note of  the analys is of  

these messages by the Commissioner,  and I  consider  that  i t  

is  an error  on my s ide,  cont inu ing to do th is .    

CHAIRPERSON :    I  want  to  suggest  to  you,  General ,  that  10 

you are not  able to  respond to  both these quest ions 

because what  you are te l l ing us is  unt rue.   That  i s  the real  

reason.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  I  be l ieve I  sa id I  

want  to  come and te l l  the t ruth,  noth ing e lse but  the t ruth.   

But  that  i s  the response I  am giv ing,  Commissioners,  in  

terms of  the t ruth  of  my recol lect ion.   I  have a l ready said i t  

might  be an er ror  of  my s ide,  cont inu ing to send h im th is  

type of  messages.   I  th ink that  i s  where I  wi l l  s tand wi th my 

response to the quest ions,  Commissioners.  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Now,  General ,  f rom the 6 t h  o f  March,  that  

is  the very day a f ter  you te l l  us –  that  is  the day you f rom 

which you in tended to cut  of f  communicat ion,  I  am looking 

at  f i le  1 of  3 ,  the exhib i ts  f i le .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    F i le?  
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CHAIRPERSON :    The one that  says 1 of  3 ,  the exhib i ts  f i le .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay,  I  got  i t ,  Commissioner.   

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  should be the –  i t  is  the same one,  we 

are on.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  is  the same one we are on,  yes.   I f  you 

look at  page 28,  a l l  the way and that  i s  March,  tha t  is  the 

6 t h  o f  March.   And you have to ld us that  f rom the 5 t h  you are 

now wary of  h im,  h is  communicat ions,  and you have decided 

to terminate communicat ion on the 5 t h  o f  March.   So,  the  10 

page I  am refer r ing you to,  page 28,  there is  communicat ion  

there,  s t i l l  between you and Mr Mat la la,  and that  is  the 6 t h  

o f  March.    

 I  wi l l  not  go th rough the texts that  are there one by 

one,  but  f rom that  page,  f rom page 28 a l l  the way to page 

60,  communicat ion between the  two of  you cont inues 

unabated,  and at  t imes you are the one that  in i t ia tes the  

communicat ion.   And th is ,  in  c i rcumstances where you say 

that  on the 5 t h  o f  March you had decided to terminate  

communicat ion.   So,  a l l  the way up to page 60,  and page 60 20 

being in  May,  f rom 5 t h  March in  May,  over  many pages,  28 

to 60,  at  t imes you are being the in i t ia to r  of  the 

communicat ions.   Do you ser iously  want  us to  bel ieve you,  

that  you ever ,  ever  wanted to te rminate communicat ion wi th 

Mr Mat la la?  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The re lat ionship,  Commissioners,  and 

what  i s  happening,  the way I  took i t ,  I  understood what  the  

Commissioners sa id about  my posi t ion and where am I  

work ing.   But  i t  is  the re lat ionship,  not  necessar i ly  the  

communicat ion per  se.   Hence,  I  am saying I  was t ry ing to 

move away f rom him in order  to  te rminate the re lat ionship.   

But  I  see that  i t  took me …[ intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    So,  I  just ,  le t  me understand th is .   I  am 

sorry I  know you asked for  protect ion ear l ier ,  but  I  just  want  

to  understand th is .   So,  you want  to  terminate thei r  10 

re lat ionship,  but  having terminated the re lat ionship,  you 

want  to  cont inue communicat ing wi th h im.   So,  

communicat ion w i thout  a re lat ionship,  in  the context  of  

people who have otherwise been having a re lat ionship of  

brother  and brother ,  does that  make sense?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Not  real ly  that ,  Commissioners.   

Maybe i t  took me too long to cut  i t  o f f ,  but  g radual ly ,  in  my 

mind,  in  my soul ,  I  wanted to,  but  I  took i t  gradual ly .   So,  I  

see that  the per iod,  i t  i s  indeed a point  o f  concern.   And 

then I  do understand what  the Commissioner  is  saying.   And 20 

I  see,  hence I  am saying i t  took me too long.  

CHAIRPERSON :    So had he not  been ar rested,  i t  could wel l  

have cont inued to  the present  day.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  I  do not  th ink so,  Commiss ioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Where would i t  have ended?  Where  
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would i t  have ended?  The page 28 to 60 that  I  am referr ing  

you to i s  cont inu ing unabated,  and yet  in  March a l ready you 

say you are wary of  h im,  and you want  to  terminate  

whatever i t  is  you wanted to terminate.   When would  i t  have 

ended had he not  been arrested at  the point  a t  which he 

was? 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  was going to be  ended,  

Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    When?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  i s  a  p i ty .   10 

CHAIRPERSON :    The quest ion is  when,  General?  When?  

Ms Hassim you may cont inue.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   I  have on the same 

exchange regard ing the terminat ion of  the cont ract ,  a  

fur ther  quest ion.   And th is  i s  a  ser ious quest ion about  

[ ind ist inct ] .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  ask,  maybe before you ask that  

quest ion,  you are  going to be deal ing wi th these WhatsApp 

messages f rom page 28 to 60 at  some point?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Absolute ly .  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Page 60,  59 and 60,  you sent  th is  

terminat ion –  th is  is  about  your  ob l igat ions in  the posi t ion  

you occupy,  a  publ ic  posi t ion  which you should be 

occupying and act ing and conduct ing yoursel f  in  the  in terest  
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o f  a l l  South Af r icans.   When you receive th is  le t ter  of  

terminat ion that  i s  sent  by the Nat ional  Commissioner of  

Pol ice and you urge Mr  Mat la la to  sue,  as a senior  law 

enforcement  of f ic ia l ,  you urge h im to sue another  law 

enforcement  arm,  do you not  th ink that  that  is  improper 

conduct  fo r  someone in  your  posi t ion?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  I  never urge h im to  

sue.   My message here ta lks about  chal lenging the decis ion  

to cancel  the cont ract ,  not  sue.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Through legal  means?  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Through a lawyer.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Because I  wi l l  not  do i t .   I  cannot  do  

i t  and I  wi l l  not  do  i t .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You agree tha t  you urged h im to seek 

legal  advice?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Come again?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Do you agree that  you urged h im to 

seek legal  advice?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  agree.   I  to ld  h im to do that .  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then you agree that  you went  

fur ther ,  and you used much st ronger language and said,  

take them on,  b ro ther .   You agree wi th that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  not  a  st ronger language,  but  I  

sa id,  take them on,  brother .   For  me,  i t  i s  not  a  st rong 
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language.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then he says,  I  am on i t .   And you 

respond,  thank you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  and then he shares wi th  you h is 

lawyer 's  le t ter  that  e i ther  he in tends sending i t  o r  i t  has 

been sent  to  the  SAPS.   Is  that  conduct  becoming of  a  

senior  law enforcement  of f ic ia l?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  th ink  I  d id  anyth ing wrong.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  you accept  that  you urged h im to  10 

seek legal  advice and take act ion  against  another  law 

enforcement  arm?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  advised h im to seek legal  advice on 

the te rminat ion o f  the cont ract .   And he a lso to ld  me h is 

advocate is  on i t .   A l ready he was having that ,  but  my 

words,  a l ready,  when you look a t  the response,  he says,  

through my advocate advice,  I  should.   So a l ready he got  

that .   And a lso,  for  me,  I  sa id,  you must  seek legal  advice.   

A l ready he had that .   He d id that  upon h imsel f .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  you were  not  aware of  that .   You 20 

were not  aware of  that  when you sa id,  take them on.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  page 60,  where he 

said,  through my advocate advice ,  I  should make in terd ict  

wi th in 48 hours.   A l ready,  my understanding of  th is ,  a l ready 

he had sought  legal  advice that  I  sa id,  seek legal  advice.   
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That  is  what  I  wanted to put  to .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Perhaps Ms Hassim,  at  th is  po int  we 

should adjourn and resume at  2 o 'c lock.   Thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Cha i r .   

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

MALE SPEAKER :    Good af ternoon everyone.   I  t rust  you 

have had a good lunch.   We are  ready to sta r t .   Cel l  phones 

of f  p lease.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Hassim?  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Cha i r .   General ,  we were on 

page 60 of  the WhatsApp chats and I  th ink I  was –  my 

quest ion to you before we break was whether  you agree that  

i t  is  not  appropr ia te for  a senior  law enforcement  o f f ic ia l  in  

your  posi t ion to  be in teract ing wi th an a l leged cr iminal ,  

which by now you knew,  in  the way you were in terac t ing on 

the 13 t h  o f  May when you were adv is ing h im to sue another  

arm of  law enforcement .   That  was my quest ion to you.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Accord ing  to me,  i t  is  not  

inappropr ia te.   You know,  Commissioners,  the 20 

communicat ion on th is  page,  I  know we d id del iberate ly 

del iberated on i t  ear l ie r .   Commiss ioners,  when you have a 

ser ious sympathy wi th  a person who has lost  th is  huge 

tender of  360 mi l l ion,  I  be l ieve that  in  the case of  a  

reasonable person to show that  th is  person has got  in terest  
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wi th  inappropr ia te act ions or  one would say in  response 

when you get  th is  type of  a  message,  a l though I  sa id  i t  is  so 

sad,  i t  leaves one wi th no choice but  to  seek legal  advice.    

 One wi l l  a lso say,  how are you feel ing?  How are  

you feel ing?  Where  are you?  I  wi l l  come and get  you.   

P lease do not  do  anyth ing.   I  wi l l  come and assist  you.   I  

know so and so and so,  but  I  am coming i f  you are home.   

On th is  day I  am coming so tha t  we can deal  wi th  these 

th ings.   So you w i l l  see those type of  issues and that  i t  wi l l  

resul t  in  someone,  i t  wi l l  be a c lear  ind icat ion of  someone 10 

who knows that  he is  benef i t ing here.    

 So to show that  I  do not  have even a benef ic ia l  

re lat ionship wi th Mr Mat la la,  th is  tender i s  a huge amount  of  

money.   I t  d id  no t  bother  me to say le t  me put  my work or  

my l i fe  on the l ine  here,  but  only to  say i t  is  normal  and i t  is  

a  common cause that  seek legal  advice,  take them on.   I t  

was done out  of  context  of  that  brother ly  advice and say 

th is  is  what  the process you must  fo l low,  but  i f  i t  was a 

person who had ser ious in terest  and as wel l  as benef ic ia ry 

in  o rder  to  protect  th is  gent leman,  one would have acted 20 

otherwise than what  I  have done.   So th is  for  me,  i t  was not  

inappropr ia te,  Commissioners.   Thank you.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You see,  the quest ion I  am asking you 

is  not  about ,  le t  us accept  fo r  a rgument 's  sake that  you 

were not  benef i t ing.   That  i s  not  the  quest ion.   The quest ion 
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is  in  your  posi t ion ,  you are engaging wi th someone who you 

know to be a l leged of  ser ious cr iminal  act iv i ty  and you 

encourage h im to  l i t igate against  another  law enforcement 

arm on a cont ract  that  you are a l ready aware is  h ighly  

problemat ic .   That  is  the quest ion.   So regard less of  

whether  you benef i t  or  not ,  I  am ta lk ing more to what  your  

duty is .   You say i t  was no duty  incumbent  upon you to 

ref ra in f rom that  k ind of  behaviour .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    My behaviour  was not  inappropr ia te.   

The issue of  in te rd ict ing the pol ice and what  not ,  that  he 10 

got  i t  f rom his own counsel  o r  advocate in  th is  page 60,  

where he to ld me a l ready,  before I  sa id seek legal  advice,  

he has a l ready said that  accord ing to my in terpretat ion of  

these messages,  Commissioners.   And I  have said i t  before 

we go on lunch that  when you read that  one that  says t rue,  

my advocate advised I  should make in terd ict  w i th in 48 

hours.   Not  General  Senona says I  should make in terd ict  

wi th in 48 hours.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  just  ask  my quest ion?  General ,  

you know,  i f  you had said to  h im,  th is  is  so sad and i t  20 

leaves one wi th no choice but  to  seek legal  advice ,  i f  you 

had stopped there,  I  would l i ke ly not  have had any d i f f icu l t y  

wi th  that  because on the face of  i t ,  you are not  advocat ing 

for  any posi t ion.   He has got  a te rminat ion le t ter  and a l l  you 

would be saying to h im would have been go and speak to  
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your  lawyer,  r igh t?  I  would probably not  have a d i f f icu l t y  

wi th  i t .  

 The d i f f icu l ty  a r ises when you say wi th a v iew to  

chal lenge the decis ion.   So you are edging h im in a  

par t icu lar  d i rect ion.   You have seen the le t ter ,  you have 

seen the grounds for  cancel la t ion.   You say take advice  wi th 

a v iew to chal lenge.   So you are suggest ing to  h im a 

posi t i ve course o f  act ion wi th a  v iew to chal lenge.   That  is  

the one d i f f icu l ty  I  have wi th i t .  

 The second is  when he says I  have been to a  10 

lawyer  and they are doing an in terd ict ,  p repar ing an 

in terd ict  appl icat ion.   You then say take them on,  brother .   

And I  th ink you fa i r ly  in  our  ear l ie r  d iscussion accepted that  

that  is  to  encourage h im in the course that  he has chosen to  

fo l low to go to court  and now you are encouraging h im.  

 My d i f f icu l ty  wi th  i t  is  that  you do not  want  to  

concede,  and i f  you have not  been asked that  way,  I  am 

going to put  i t  to  you,  that  you do not  seem to appreciate  

that  there is  a conf l i c t  o f  in terest  that  th is  communicat ion  

presents because th is  is  your  employer  and you are  te l l ing  20 

a serv ice provider  to  go to court  and f ight  your  employer .   

That  to  me seems to be a conf l i c t  o f  in terest  that  should  

have been obvious to you.    

 And i f  a t  that  t ime i t  was not  obvious to you,  I  

would be d isappointed that  today you do not  see the  conf l ic t  
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o f  in terest .   Now that  i t  has been d iscussed wi th you and 

being formulated th is  way,  i f  you say no,  there is  no  conf l i c t  

o f  in te rest  in  my encouraging a serv ice provider  to  sue my 

employer,  then I  get  concerned that  you do not  seem to  

appreciate what  conf l i c t  o f  in terest  means in  th is  k ind of  

s i tuat ion.  

 So to the extent  that  I  must  ask you a quest ion is ,  

do you accept ,  now at  least  as you s i t  there,  that  on the  

face of  i t  a t  least ,  the posi t ion that  you take in  these 

WhatsApp messages,  which is  he  must  seek legal  advice  10 

wi th a v iew to chal lenge,  which is  a posi t ive advice to h im,  

and then you encourage h im to take them on,  tha t  on the 

face of  i t  suggests  that  there is  a conf l ic t  o f  in terest  

between your in terest  in  your  f r iend 's t roubles and your 

employer 's  business.   Do you at  least  accept  that  now?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  th is  i s  the 

in terpretat ion of  the Commissioners.   But  where I  am 

s i t t ing,  when I  say wi th a v iew to chal lenge,  that  th is  

decis ion,  wi th  my words even i f  I  sa id take them on,  

brother ,  the person who advised Mr Mat la la wi th regard to 20 

the in terd ict  and the sor t  o f  c iv i l  c la im is  h is  lawyer.  

 As fo r  me,  I  was saying chal lenge the decis ion.   My 

in terpretat ion was that  maybe i t  can be reversed in  my own 

mind.   And I  on ly wrote h im th is  and then wrote h im th is  and 

I  le f t  i t  there.   I t  i s  a  common cause that  somewhere  in  our 
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l ine of  duty,  people wi l l  come and seek advice f rom 

…[intervenes] .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  no,  no,  no,  no,  General .   No,  I  have 

to stop  you.   I  have asked you a  d i rect  quest ion.   P lease 

answer my quest ion.   Do not  te l l  me what  happens in  l i fe  in 

genera l .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  have asked you a speci f i c  d i rect  

quest ion.   As you s i t  there,  do you or  do you not  accept  that  

th is  emai l  exchange that  I  have ra ised wi th you on i ts  face 10 

suggests that  you had a conf l i c t  o f  in terest  between your  

f r iend 's business and your employer 's  business?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  see i t  as a conf l ic t  o f  

in terest .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   Thank you.   Thank you,  Ms 

Hassim.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   So,  General ,  you cont inue,  

as I  sa id,  when he conf i rms that  he is  going to take 

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Before you move on,  I  am very sorry,  Ms 20 

Hassim.   General ,  before lunch and even now,  just  before  

Commissioner Ba loyi  asked you a quest ion,  you seemed to 

suggest  that  i t  is  as good as i f  you in t roduced noth ing new 

because Mr Mat la la h imsel f ,  that  is  when you suggested 

that  he should seek legal  advice.    
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 You said you basica l l y  suggested noth ing new 

because sor t  o f  downplaying that  because Mr Mat la la  

h imsel f  to ld  you that  h is  advocate had advised h im that  he 

should in terd ict  what  had been done.   I  th ink you are  

inver t ing what  ac tual ly  happened because when you said 

what  you said to  h im,  that  is ,  he must  seek legal  advice on 

the issue wi th a v iew to chal lenging the decis ion,  you d id 

not  know how he was going to respond.   So i t  is  immater ia l  

how he then responded,  and i t  is  on that  basis that  your  

reasoning is  inver ted.   What  is  your  comment?  I t  does not  10 

make sense,  basica l l y .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  I  d id  wr i te  th is ,  and 

the day af ter ,  i t  is  wi th in one minute,  he to ld me through my 

advocate advised I  should make in terd ict .    

CHAIRPERSON :    But  you d id not  know what  h is  response 

was going to be.   You d id not  know that  he had a l ready 

sought  legal  advice.   You d id  not  know what  h is  lawyers  

were going to advise h im.   So,  f rom where you were  

standing,  or  s i t t ing,  when you said what  you said,  what  

subsequent ly  t ranspi red was immater ia l .  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  just  gave a –  and,  l ike,  I  am looking  

for  a  bet te r  word …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    The short  po int ,  General ,  the shor t  po int  

is ,  I  am sor ry for  th is  language,  i t  may sound harsh.   I t  is 

to ta l ly  nonsensica l  to  re ly  on what  he said wi th regard to 
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what  you yoursel f  had said before.   Do you accept  that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  Commissioner.   Because even 

the harsh words are very much d is turb ing.   However ,  what  I  

have said,  I  have just  advised h im to seek legal  advice.   

And then,  subsequent  to  h is  answers,  I  d id  not  know how he 

wi l l  seek,  how is  he going to deal  wi th  th is  mat ter .   But  

when he to ld me,  I  sa id seek legal  advice wi th a v iew to 

chal lenge.   Here i t  is .   I  am not  d isput ing i t ,  but  now i t  is 

in terpreted otherwise.    

 But  when I  look at  h is  response,  of  which the  10 

Commissioner does not  want  th is  to  be read in  conjunct ion  

wi th what  I  have said,  a l ready th is  th ing has happened f rom 

me,  a l though I  d id  not  know before that  i t  has happened,  

Commissioner.   So,  I  do not  have a bet ter  explanat ion than 

the one I  have g iven to the Commissioners.   That  is  my 

response and submission to my Commissioners.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you,  General .   Yes,  

Ms Hassim.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So,  you thank h im af ter  he 

conf i rms that  is  what  he is  doing.   And then i f  you turn to  20 

page 62,  you send to Mr Mat la la  the contact  number for  

Min ister  Cele,  is  that  r ight?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And why do you do that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  because he requested the  
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contact  deta i ls  of  the Min ister .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    When d id he request  that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  be l ieve i t  should be on the  14 t h .   I  

be l ieve i t  should be on the 14 t h  because he asked for  them 

when he cal led me,  he asked for  i t  and then I  just  forwarded 

the number of  the  Min ister .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Did you speak about  anyth ing e lse in  

that  phone cal l  o ther  than …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  he was asking for  the –  he asked 

me for  the te lephone number of  the former Min ister  and 10 

then f rom there I  d id  not  even ask why are you looking fo r  

because I  knew they were in  communicat ion before and then 

I  just  forwarded i t  to  h im.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  you assisted h im by g iv ing h im the  

contact  deta i ls  fo r  Min ister  Cele?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    He asked for  i t ,  I  gave i t .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You gave i t  to  h im?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  I  mean,  I  th ink  th is ,  again,  i t  goes to 

the point  what  the Chai r  was asking,  which is  that  r ight  up 20 

unt i l  the last  communicat ion you could have before he was 

ar rested,  you were provid ing assistance to Mr Mat la la.   Why 

were you tak ing  h is ca l l s ,  for  example,  i f  you were  cut t ing 

t ies wi th h im?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  have a l ready g iven my response to  
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that ,  but  tak ing cal ls  i s  not  in  my cul ture to  just  drop other  

people 's  ca l l s ,  but  I  have a l ready g iven my response that  

gradual ly  I  was doing that .   The Commissioners have asked 

me,  they were very  robust  wi th  me before we go on lunch,  I  

gave my response,  they gave thei r  op in ion of  the way they 

are tak ing i t  and then i t  was c losed.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  is  f ine  i f  that  i s  how you want  to  

answer i t ,  but  the  quest ion in  genera l  i s  not  whether  i t  is  in  

your  cu l tu re to  cu t  t ies wi th people .   I t  is  about  your  dut ies  

as  a senior  law enforcement  of f icer .   I s  that  not  the real  10 

quest ion,  what  your  dut ies are ,  rather  than whether  

cu l tura l l y  i t  is  appropr ia te to  cut  t ies wi th somebody who is  

an a l leged cr iminal?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  I  am saying I  was responding to  

your quest ion,  the Commissioners,  I  was responding to the  

quest ion that  why d id you take h is ca l l s  or  g ive h im the  

contact  deta i l s  of  the former Min ister?  I  was responding to  

that .   I  was not  responding to me as a senior  pol ice of f icer  

not  to  answer the phone.   And then over  and above that ,  

when the phone r ings,  you answer.   But  I  have a l ready deal t  20 

wi th the issue of  me cut t ing t ies w i th Mr Mat la la.   I  do not  

know how many t imes must  I  respond to th is  quest ion.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  am af ra id we are going to keep coming 

back to th is  quest ion.   Let  us go back in  the chats.   Sor ry,  

d id you have a quest ion?   
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   Even i f ,  Commissioners,  th is  

quest ion comes back,  the answer w i l l  never  change because 

I  do not  want  you to come and l ie  before the  

Commissioners.   When I  leave here,  I  want  to  go home and 

s leep in  peace because I  to ld  the t ruth that  is  wi th in me that  

I  know.   Ly ing wi l l  haunt  me.   Wel l ,  I  wi l l  not  fa l l  as leep.   

Thank you,  Commissioners.    

CHAIRPERSON :    General ,  you see,  there are d i f ferent  

contexts and those d i f ferent  contexts may lead to the same 

issue.   For  example,  quest ions were asked around the 5 t h  o f  10 

March,  and quest ions were asked around the texts that  have 

just  been deal t  w i th  now,  around page 62.   Quest ions were 

asked about  the texts f rom page 28 to 60.   But  there,  i t  was 

just  a  reference to that  co l lect ion  of  texts wi thout  deal ing 

wi th the ind iv idua l  texts.    

 So there may be,  I  do not  know,  there may be a  

whole lo t  o f  o ther  quest ions wi th in that  b roader context  that  

keep tak ing us back to th is  quest ion.   How in the face of  a l l  

th is  can you be saying –  that  is  g iv ing the answer that  you 

are g iv ing?  So what  I  am saying is ,  p lease be pat ient .   The 20 

l ike l ihood is  that  there are going to be lo ts more quest ions 

that  lead to th is  very point  based on whatever e lse 

reference may be made to in  the documentat ion  that  we 

have.    

 So just  p lease be pat ient .   You are going to be 
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asked,  or  at  least  le t  me say,  there is  a l ike l ihood that  you 

wi l l  be asked a lo t  more quest ions that  take us back to th is  

very point  that  you say you have responded to.   So just  be 

pat ient .   My k ids would say,  p lease chi l l .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   Advice  

taken.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thanks,  Chai r .   So we are going to go 

back now to ear l ier  in  the chats.   And i t  is  c lear  that  you 

meet  wi th Mr Mat la la qui te  regular ly ,  is  that  not  so?   10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    We meet  when we agree tha t  we are 

going to meet ,  yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And that  was regular ly?  I t  was not  once 

or  twice.   I t  was qui te  a number of  t imes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Correct .   And I  am not  going to go to 

those that  took p lace before 5 March because,  wel l ,  le t  us 

take i t  on  your vers ion that  i t  was only on 5 March that  you 

had ser ious concerns.   So I  am going to take i t  just  f rom 5 

March.   Before I  go to the meet ings,  on page 28 of  the  20 

WhatsApp conversat ion,  again,  tha t  is  Fi le  1 of  3 ,  page 28.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am there.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You fo rward  th is  news report  to  Mr  

Mat la la where General  Mkhwanazi ,  i t  is  a  report  say ing that  

General  Mkhwanazi  has ind icated that  he is  not  in te rested 
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in  contending for  the top Hawks job .   Right?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You send that  to  h im.   And your reason 

for  sending th is  to  h im is  what ,  again?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    My reason was that  th is  message is  

noth ing e lse more than the two f r iends shar ing news c l ips,  

ar t i c les about  mat ters.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  you do not  share news c l ips every 

day.   You do not  share just  any news c l ip .   You share a 

news c l ip  that  you th ink the other  person would be 10 

in terested in .   Is  that  not  so?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  not  a quest ion of  another  person 

would be in terested in .   You just  share.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You just  share  i t  even though you do 

not  th ink the person you are sending i t  to  would be 

in terested in  i t?    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .   I t  does happen.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  is  what  you do?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  i t  does happen.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Why would you share wi th somebody a  20 

news ar t ic le  i f  you do not  th ink they would be in terested in  

i t?    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I f  you are one of  my contacts that  I  

am ta lk ing to,  i t  does not  mat te r  whether  you are in terested 

or  not  in te rested.  I  wi l l  share wi th  you whatever I  deem to  
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share wi th you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So th is  had noth ing to do wi th 

any in terest  on your par t  o r  Mr Mat la la 's  par t  o f  the content .   

I t  was just  shar ing i t  for  the sake o f  shar ing.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The in teres t  in  which sense?  Can I  

get  c la r i ty?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    In terest  in  the content  of  the media  

ar t i c le .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Look,  the  content  of  the media  

ar t i c le ,  the General  made i t  very much c lear  he never  10 

appl ied for  the DPCI head post .   And over  and above that ,  

he even ind icated when I  read here that  i t  wi l l  never  make 

any d i f ference.   He was going to work wi th h is  cont ract  and 

he got  a year be fore i t  ends.   So I  was just  shar ing wi th 

h im.    

 Remember,  I  ind icated yesterday that  a lo t  o f  my,  

the people that  I  know in Pretor ia ,  maybe I  must  say I  was 

born  in  Pretor ia ,  Commissioners.   I  grew up in  Pretor ia .   I  

went  to  KZN f ive years ago,  a coup le of  months.   Now,  when 

I  come to Pretor ia  and not  even Mr Mat la la,  o ther  people in  20 

the communi t ies,  my schoolmates and everyth ing,  I  sa id 

they were uploading the work ing re lat ionship of  mysel f  and 

General  Mkhwanazi .  

 And I  was a lso comfor table to  work wi th General  

Mkhwanazi .   I  was never comfor table,  and we achieved.   I  
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cont r ibuted and General  Mkhwanazi  is  a General  that  

a lways,  when he wants something,  he wi l l  te l l  you st ra ight  

when we deal  wi th  operat ions and so  for th.   And he is  very 

much fond of  operat ions.   So i t  is  not  a quest ion  of  you 

send i t  because the other  person has got  in te rest  in  

whatever  message you are sending to them, l ike  th is  

newspaper c l ip .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thanks.   Did you have a quest ion,  

Commissioner?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja,  I  wanted to ask a quest ion.   10 

General ,  th is  ar t i c le  is  f rom ENCA on the day.   Now,  i t  was 

not  the only news i tem on ENCA when you were watching i t  

a t  the t ime.   Why send th is  and noth ing e lse instead of  

another  story that  was being reported?  Why do you 

choose?  How do you choose th is?   Because you share  

ar t i c les wi th your  f r iends in  socia l  context .   Why p ick th is  

one to Mr Mat la la?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  just  happened,  Commissioners.   We 

were just  shar ing .   Remember,  Mat la la was a lso one of  the  

people who admi red our  coord ina t ion and successes that  20 

were achieved in  KwaZulu -Nata l .   I  just  shared i t .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    So I  th ink le t  us be c lear  about  why you 

shared i t .   You shared i t  because Mat la la admired what  you 

do wi th General  Mkhwanazi ,  or  you just  shared randomly  

when you had no reason to bel ieve he would be in terested 
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in  th is  sto ry?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  randomly  shar ing.   And then over  

and above,  I  was just  saying he was par t  o f  the  people who 

was a lso admir ing  the good work that  was done in  KwaZulu -

Nata l ,  but  th is  was a random one,  Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    So i t  appears on a publ ic  p lat form, 

which Mr Mat la la would have had access to because he was 

not  ar rested at  th is  date.   So he would have had access to 

i t  in  the same way,  unless you have reason to be l ieve at  

that  day that  he may not  have had access to i t .   There has 10 

to be a specia l  reason why you p ick th is  a r t ic le ,  which is  

widely avai lab le to  every South A f r ican who has a  TV on 

ENCA, why you choose to send i t  to  Mr Mat la la.   I t  cannot  

be that  i t  is  a  random send.   Cannot  be.   Cannot  be.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  hear  you,  Commissioner,  bu t  that  is  

i t  is .   That  i t  is .   That  is  what  i t  is .   I  th ink I  have ind icated 

i t  is  one of  those randomly sent .   And then i t  is  not  a lways 

that  an ind iv idual  wi l l  be pr ivy or  wi l l  be able to  see cer ta in 

th ings,  even i f  these th ings are on TV,  even somet imes 

th ings are on the  socia l  media p la t forms.   I t  is  not  a lways 20 

that .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja,  but  you had no reason to th ink Mr  

Mat la la would not  have seen th is  on ENCA.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  know.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    You just  wanted to make sure he sees 
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i t .   That  is  why you sent  i t .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  not  in  that  context ,  

Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    So what  do you mean when you say i t  i s  

not  every day that  people would be pr ivy to  everyth ing?  

You were cover ing a s i tuat ion where,  on your vers ion,  

where he may not  have seen i t  because you do not  see 

everyth ing every day.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  i t  is  your  good sel f  

who are saying what  was the reasons fo r  me sending th is  to  10 

Mr Mat la la.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am saying  i t  is  a  randomly sending.   

And the Commiss ioner sa id Mat la la should have seen th is  

on  TV because i t  was in  the publ ic  TV.   Based on that ,  I  am 

responding that  I  do not  th ink i t  is  everybody who is  

watching TV.   I  do not  know whether  he watched TV or  

what .   I  just  sent  i t  randomly,  Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   I  want  to  suggest  to  you that  you 

sent  i t  because you knew i t  would  be of  par t i cu lar  in terest  20 

to h im to know that  General  Mkhwanazi  is  not  going to be 

the Nat ional  Commissioner because he is  not  going to 

apply.   You knew he had that  k ind  of  in te rest  in  the topic.   

That  is  why you sent  i t  and that  is  the only reasonable 

explanat ion fo r  why you would send th is  ar t i c le  to  h im.    
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    For  h im to be Nat ional  

Commissioner?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Not  Nat ional  Commissioner,  head of  

Hawks.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Head of  DPCI .   I  do apologise.   You 

knew that  that  i s  what  I  am put t ing to you,  proposing to you,  

you knew that  Mr  Mat la la  has an in terest  in  who is  going to  

be the next  DPCI head.   You knew that  he had an in terest  in  

knowing that  General  Mkhwanazi  wi l l  not  be that  person 

because he is  no t  apply ing.   You needed to te l l  h im that ,  10 

that  th is  man is  not  going to be the  DPCI because you knew 

he was in terested in  that  top ic.   Anyth ing e lse that  you te l l  

us  that  i t  was a random send,  i t  is  not  t rue.   I t  is 

improbable.   I t  is  not  t rue.   I t  does not  make sense that  you 

would send randomly so speci f i c  an  ar t ic le .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  we never d iscussed 

the issue of  appo intments in  the pol ice,  me and Mr Mat la la.   

Never.   And the issue of  that  I  knew that  Mr Mat la la was 

in terested in  who is  going to be head of  the DPCI,  I  d id  not  

know.    20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  not  know because tha t  was a 

post  that  was advert i sed external ly .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    For  any person who meets the  
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requi rement  of  the post ,  you apply i f  you are in terested 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  we are  not  ta lk ing about  the 

appl icat ion.   I  in ter rupt  you because I  am t ry ing to get  us to  

use the t ime ef fect ive ly.   We are not  ta lk ing about  genera l  

appl icat ions.   We are ta lk ing about ,  I  have proposed to you 

why I  say I  th ink  you sent  th is  to  h im.   I t  is  because you 

knew.   That  is  a l l .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   Thank 

you,  Commissioner.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  the s imple  point  is  th is .   The 

day before,  you became aware  that  the Hawks were  

invest igat ing Mr Mat la la.   The fo l lowing day,  you sent  h im 

an ar t i c le  that  shows that  General  Mkhwanazi  is  not  

in terested in  the posi t ion of  head of  Hawks.   So those two 

are l inked.   I t  is  not  random.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    For  me,  they are not  l inked, 

Commissioner.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :     20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   General ,  could you turn to 

the next  page,  p lease?  So as I  sa id,  i t  wi l l  go through your  

meet ings post  5 March.   So th is  i s  the f i rs t  a rrangement  to  

meet ,  and th is  is  on the 10 t h  o f  March.   Do you see at  the 

bot tom of  the page you say,  see you at  8 PM?   
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then you turn over  the page.   Sorry,  

that  was sent  in  the morning at  06:27.   Mr Mat la la  repl ies,  

sure,  wi th  a thumbs up.   And then at  07:58 PM you say,  I  

am here.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  was 10 t h  o f  March last  year .   

Where would that  meet ing have taken p lace?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Normal ly ,  I  was meet ing wi th h im in  

Menlyn Maine.  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Menlyn Maine?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  a  hote l .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Is  that  a regu lar  p lace that  you have 

meet ings?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    A lways wi th Mr Mat la la in  the same 

place?  Or do you meet  h im in  d i f fe rent  p laces?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Most  of  the  t ime,  I  was meet ing h im 20 

there,  Commissioners.   I  wanted to check the date  when I  

take my phone,  what  date was i t ,  day of  week was i t?   Yes,  

Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You mean you would have inc luded i t  in  

your  d iary,  your  meet ing?  You sa id you were checking the 
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date on your d ia ry.   Is  that  you checking your d ia ry?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  I  am checking the calendar on the 

phone,  Commiss ioner.   I  have never documented any 

meet ings or  deal ings wi th Mr Mat la la.   I f  I  d id  that ,  i t  was 

going to be easy for  me to respond to the Commission.   No,  

I  d id  not .   I  just  checked the calendar.   I  was check ing th is  

date that  I  sa id I  am here,  the 10 t h .   Thank you,  

Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so that  was at  07:58.   And then 

d id you have that  meet ing?   10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  be l ieve so.   Normal ly ,  when I  

ar r ived –  so le t  me leave the issue of  normal ly .   I  be l ieve 

the meet ing might  have taken p lace.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Do you recal l  how long i t  lasted?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Come again?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    How long would these meet ings last  

when you met?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    That  I  cannot  determine.   I t  depends 20 

on what  we are ta lk ing and other  th ings.   Somet imes the  

meet ing wi l l  take us 10 to 15 minutes.   Somet imes i t  might  

go to 30  to 40  minutes.   Somet imes i t  i s  just  greet ings.   

Because there where we were meet ing,  Commissioners,  h is  

business of f ice is  just  not  far  f rom there.   I t  is  a  walk ing 



    28 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 48 

Page 143  o f  229  

 

 

d is tance.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you would ar range to meet ,  but  you 

would ar range to have a physica l  meet ing only for  about  15 

minutes?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  possib le.   We were doing that ,  

and i t  is  doable,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  just  not  very common to arrange to 

have a physica l  meet ing for  somebody just  for  15 minutes.   

You can comment  i f  you want .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  i t  is  not  possib le for  10 

the advocate,  but  for  some of  us i t  is  possib le.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  same evening,  so an hour,  a t  

21:03,  an hour af ter  you were due to meet ,  you send h im a  

document .   Do you see that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  can see that ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So when you sent  h im th is ,  were  

you st i l l  in  the meet ing or  was i t  jus t  a f ter  the meet ing?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  th ink i t  should be af te r .   I  be l ieve i t  

is  a f te r .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So th is  document  is  at  page 65 20 

of  the same bundle and i t  goes on to page 285.   Do you see 

that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see that ,  Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  a  very hef ty  set  of  documents,  you 

would agree.    
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  a  long document ,  

Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  the I t  is  th is  docket  that  we were 

ta lk ing about  yesterday,  what  we ca l l  the Nangy docket .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  th is  i s  a docket  that  

was opened by Nangy and other  people that  were wi th h im 

in  Gauteng,  Beaufor t  West .   This docket  is  invest igated in  

Gauteng because when cases are opened against  members 

of  the pol ice,  IPID wi l l  be the  invest igator .   So th is  docket ,  

th is  docket ,  i t  has never reached my of f i ce.   I  on ly p icked i t  10 

up there th rough the media space.    

 And over  and above that ,  there is  a c iv i l  c la im in  

re lat ion to th is  docket  against  General  Mkhwanazi  and other  

members there.   I f  you look th is  th ing proper ly ,  the mere  

fact  that  I  have sent  th is  document  to  h im,  I  saw the  

af f idavi t  o f  Mr Nangy,  of  which I  sa id i t  yesterday,  I  am 

repeat ing i t  again,  that  I  saw tha t  they are staying in  the  

same place.   Then I  sent  i t  to  just  sensi t ise h im that  there  is  

th is  gent leman of  th is  nature staying in  your  home.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sorry,  where d id you obta in  the docket?  20 

This is  the docket  of  Bedfordview Pol ice Stat ion.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.    

MS MAFISA :    Where d id you obta in  the docket?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am saying i t  was in  the  publ ic  

domain.    
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Where in  the publ ic  domain?  How did  

you f ind i t?    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am not  100% sure because on one 

of  my –  le t  me check a bundle of  documents.   Because the  

very same owners of  these documents and everyth ing,  you 

wi l l  see that  a l l  these documents,  i t  was an appl icat ion 

before the High Court  by Mr Nangy and h is associates.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  so …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  th is  i s  the contents of  a  pol ice  10 

docket  that  is  under invest igat ion.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The contents of  a  pol i ce docket  under 

invest igat ion in  the publ ic  domain.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Where in  the publ ic  domain d id you f ind  

i t?    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am saying ,  I  am looking at  my f i le ,  I  

wi l l  te l l  you now.   Because i t  was a l ready on that  very same 

day in  the publ ic  domain.   Just  bear wi th me,  

Commissioners.   I  th ink i t  i s  S6.   I  th ink i t  i s  S6.   The f i le  is  

Fi le  1,  Annexures Wi tness Bundle.   I  th ink so.   I  just  want  to  20 

be 100%.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Are you sure,  General?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am looking.   I  sa id I  th ink.   I  am st i l l  

…[intervenes] .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Are you looking at  S6?  I  am just  
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wai t ing for  you to …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am st i l l  checking,  Commissioner.   

Just  bear wi th me.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  that  i s  f ine .   I  wi l l  g ive you t ime.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    A l l  I  am t ry ing to say,  I  want  to  

rephrase my answer.   This issue of  th is  document  was 

a l ready in  the publ ic  domain,  but  I  be l ieve I  got  i t  f rom the  

media.   But  I  wanted to showcase that ,  but  i t  seems my S5,  

i t  shows that  th is  th ing was a l ready in  the publ ic  domain.   

But  th is  document  is  not  actual ly  a case docket ,  but  they 10 

depicted a case number of  Bedfordview,  but  these are High 

Court  documents.    

 These documents  were served in  the High Court  in  

re lat ion to a c iv i l  c la im.   But  when you look at  the case 

docket ,  the case docket ,  the case number that  they wrote 

there,  and then on your  le f t -hand s ide i t  i s  a  SAPS of f ic ia l  

s tamp that  depicts Bedfordview SAPS.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  I  am not  asking you about  that .   

We have the docket .   We looked at  i t .   I  conf i rmed that  that  

is  f rom the Bedfordview Pol ice Stat ion.    20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  am asking,  you said i t  was avai lab le in  

the publ ic  domain .   You said,  you wi l l  take me to where?  I  

am asking,  where  is  i t?    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  cannot  100% recal l .   I t  can be on 
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the media p lat fo rm in terms of  e i ther  a WhatsApp or  

whatever ,  but  I  cannot  recal l .   But  I  know th is  th ing  was in  

the publ ic  domain .   I  d id  not  want  to  say here.   Because my 

chal lenge was the issue of  my gadgets,  as I  ind icated 

ear l ie r ,  because I  went  to  double -check there.   But  th is  

document  was in  the publ ic  domain .   I  even fur ther  sa id the 

other  one in  Mpumalanga a lso d id publ ish h is sta tement ,  

who was wi th them, as wel l  as the in terv iew,  but  I  do not  

want  to  say in  the News24 or  in ,  but  I  be l ieve i t  should be 

between –  I  got  to  know about  i t  v ia  WhatsApp or  on the  10 

News24.   So I  cannot  recal l  100%.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So now you cannot  recal l .   F i rs t  you 

said we wi l l  f ind i t  here in  S6.   I t  is  not  in  S6.   S6 

…[intervenes] .  

MS MAFISA :    Chai rperson?  Chai rperson,  perhaps maybe I  

can assist  the Commission.   Maj -Gen Senona should  

perhaps just  look at  the statement .   I t  i s  S5 of  the 

statement .   Yes.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Ms Maf isa.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   Can you show me S5,  where i t  20 

is ,  p lease?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Sor ry,  Commissioner?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Your counsel  has assisted you by tak ing 

you to the annexure to look at .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    To S5.  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   So where in  S5 do we f ind the  

contents of  th is  docket  that  you shared?   

CHAIRPERSON :    Do you have S5?  Do you have your 

annexure there?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.    

CHAIRPERSON :    S5,  which star ts  at  page 94.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  correc t ,  Commissioner.   Hence,  

ear l ies,  as I  was saying,  th is  in fo rmat ion in  re lat ion  to th is  10 

docket  was a l ready in  the publ ic  domain on the  10 t h  o f  

March.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can you show me where in  S5 the 

dockets are?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Can we go to  page 97?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    97,  yes.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Paragraph f rom the bot tom,  1,  2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  

5 ,  6 .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Can I  read i t?    20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :     

“News24 has s ince s igned af f idavi ts  by  

Nangy and Br i tes that  were due to be 

submit ted in  cour t  in  support  o f  the i r  ba i l  
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appl icat ions. ”  

That  is  now,  i t  reminded me that  I  th ink i t  was there  when I  

sent  i t ,  because these people,  they just  posted these th ings 

there.   I  d id  send i t .   I t  is  not  actual ly  a pol ice docket .   I t  is  

a f f idavi ts  wi th  at tachments that  they were going to submit  in  

the High Court .   Thank you,  Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    The af f idavi t ,  i f  you want  to  ca l l  i t  that ,  

is  not  in  th is  S5.   This i s  a news report  where  News24 is  

saying that  they have seen af f idavi ts .   They do not  post  

those af f idavi ts  in  th is  a r t ic le .   They do not  l ink to  i t ,  for 10 

example.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The quest ion is ,  where d id you f ind 

i t?    

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  is  my quest ion,  but  i t  is  not  in  S5.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am saying in  re lat ion to th is  

document  here,  a l ready th is  af f idavi ts ,  News24 has seen i t ,  

and I  be l ieve tha t  I  got  i t  f rom the News24,  and i f  not ,  i t  

should be a  WhatsApp.   But  th is  was a l ready there.   I t  is  not  

a docket ,  a  pol i ce docket  that  I  have sent  to  Mr Mat la la.   I t  

is  not  a pol i ce docket .    20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  a f f idavi ts  in  a compla int  

…[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  a f f idavi ts  and at tachments.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    You wi l l  rea l ise when you look in to 
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that  document ,  there is  a lso cor respondences between Mr  

Nangy's at torneys and the NPA,  of  which we do not  have 

that  in  our  case docket  that  we have been invest igat ing of  

the KwaDukuza case.   This i s  in  Gauteng.   KwaDukuza is  

the KZN.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay.   I  am not  sure what  quest ion 

you are answer ing.   I  am saying to you,  where d id you get  

the af f idavi t  that  you shared?  You said you got  i t  a t  S5.   S5 

is  a report  f rom News24 where they say they have seen 

af f idavi ts  and they are report ing on the contents,  but  they 10 

do not  make those af f idavi ts  avai lab le,  so you could not  

have got  i t  f rom here.   So my quest ion is ,  where d id you get  

i t?    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  sa id e i ther  here or  over  WhatsApp 

f rom somebody.   Then I  a lso said my problem is  wi th my 

gadgets,  because I  do not  want  to  make something that  I  

cannot  substant ia te.   But  what  I  want  to  say,  th is  i s  my 

response,  Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And your purpose fo r  shar ing i t  wi th  Mr  

Mat la la,  I  heard you say that  –  why d id you need to share 20 

the contents of  that  af f idavi t?   Because the ar t i c le  i tse l f  

provides the in format ion you wanted to convey to h im.   I s  

that  not  so?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  shared w i th h im and I  ind icated 

yesterday to sensi t ise h im that  there is  th is  person in  h is  
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area where he is  s tay ing that  was arrested fo r  k idnapping 

extor t ion and then he was re leased.   He must  just  be 

carefu l ,  h im and the wi fe and the chi ld ren.   He must  just  be 

carefu l  and take more precaut ion on that .   That  is  the  

reason why I  sent  i t  to  h im.   That  i s  why you say i f  you say 

why have you sent  i t ,  I  have a l ready ind icated th is  

yesterday.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  you could have sent  h im the  media 

report ,  but  you d id not  send h im that .   You sent  h im the 

af f idavi ts .   Why d id you not  send h im the media report?   10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  know.   I  do not  have an 

answer why I  never sent  h im the media reports,  but  these 

documents are documents  that  they ut i l i se  to  f i le  in  the  

Department  of  Just ice and Const i tu t ional  Development  to  

inst i tu te c iv i l  c la ims against  the po l ice.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So,  i t  comes back again to  th is  

quest ion of  your  ro le and your possession,  shar ing these 

k ind of  documents wi th members of  the publ ic ,  even i f  i t  

were and we do not  know that  i t  was,  as you say,  c i rcu lat ing 

in  the publ ic  domain because you have not  been able to  20 

show us that .   Why do you become part  o f  the c i rcu lat ion  

and d ist r ibut ion process?  Should you not ,  in  your  posi t ion,  

ref ra in again f rom that  conduct?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  th ink sensi t is ing a  person 

about  an ind iv idual  who is  res id ing  wi th in the same v ic in i t y ,  
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i t  has to do wi th the of f ice that  I  am hold ing.   On that ,  i t  was 

just  a  fa i r  sensi t isat ion of  Mr Mat la la in  re lat ion to that  

ind iv idual  and the  th ings that  th is  person was ar rested for .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Ja,  I  hear  what  you are saying,  but  I  am 

saying you could have done that  by sending h im the media  

report  and not  shar ing the af f idavi ts  wi th  a l l  o f  those 

annexures,  some of  which are very sensi t ive.   That  is  the  

d ist inct ion I  am making.   Do you understand?  Do you 

understand the d ist inct ion?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  hear  what  you are saying.   You are  10 

saying why I  never sent  h im only the newspaper c l ip .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  because the newspaper c l ip  would 

have served the funct ion of  sensi t i s ing h im.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  be l ieve by then the decis ion that  I  

have taken is  to  send h im whatever  I  was having.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Right .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Not  necessar i l y  to  d is t inguish that  I  

must  send th is  or  th is .   I  sent  h im whatever I  was having.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So …[ intervenes] .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  sorry,  just  look at  page 65 20 

again.    

,MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am looking  at  i t ,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Do you see that  i t  is  a  pol i ce 

document  and i t  has a SAPS stamp on i t?    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    On the le f t ,  I  have ind icated that  i t  
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has got  a stamp o f  the SAPS.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So th is  is  a SAPS document .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    But  on top,  Commissioner ,  i t  is  

wr i t ten,  South Af r ican Pol ice Serv ices and Department  of  

Just ice and Const i tu t ional  Development .   Then underneath  

there is  the state stamp of  the pol ice.   Af f idavi t ,  Cr iminal  

charges,  k idnapp ing,  extor t ion,  thef t ,  assaul t ,  in tent ion to 

do gr ievous bodi ly  harm,  a l l  those th ings.   And then i t  says,  

in  the mat ter  between,  there is  compla inants,  two o f  them, 

and then there is  a l is t  o f  people that  are l is ted there .  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  do  you want  to  answer my 

quest ion?  But  bear in  mind that  I  can read,  so you do not  

have to read fo r  me.   I  am saying,  do  you accept  that  th is  i s  

a SAPS document?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    For  me,  i t  is  not ,  a l though i t  has th is  

stamp.   These are documents that  were ut i l ised for  c iv i l  

c la im.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So you are saying th is  i s  not  a SAPS 

document?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am saying these documents,  20 

accord ing  to me,  are documents  that  were ut i l ised for  c iv i l  

c la im.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    No,  no,  I  am not  asking you where  

they were used.   I  am saying th is  is  a SAPS document  

bear ing a SAPS stamp.   That  i s  the reason why i t  would 
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have that  s tamp,  because i t  is  a  SAPS document .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I f  i t  is  a  SAPS document ,  

Commissioner,  we index such SAPS documents d i f ferent ly  

than what  is  happening here.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So you are saying th is  i s  not  a SAPS 

document?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  know,  because as I  am t ry ing  

to expla in,  the Commissioner says,  you cannot  say th is .   

The Commissioner wants me to say i t  is  a  SAPS document .   

A statement  of  a  pol ice document  d i f fers f rom th is  one.   10 

They d i f fe r .   They are not  having th is  preamble and the way 

th is  one is  being craf ted.   Hence,  I  have got  the d i f f icu l t y  in  

bel iev ing that  th is  is  a SAPS pol ice docket .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Let  us move on.   Did you consider  i t  

appropr ia te to  share wi th a pr ivate c i t i zen,  such as Mr 

Mat la la,  a  document  that  shows that  Mr Nangy and Mr  

Br i tes have lodged compla ints against  members  of  the  

SAPS?  I  wi l l  not  ment ion thei r  names,  but  you see them on 

page 66.   One,  two,  three,  four ,  f i ve,  s ix  of  them.  Do you 

consider  i t  appropr ia te to  share wi th Mr Mat la la a document  20 

that  shows that  Nangy and Br i tes  have lodged compla ints 

against  members of  the SAPS?  What  does that  have to do 

wi th Mr Mat la la?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  sa id,  I  read,  when I  read the 

statement  of  Mr  Nangy,  I  saw that  he is  res id ing in  
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Midst ream, Centur ion.   That  area,  that  Midst ream secur i t y  

complex,  Mr Mat la la i s  a lso resid ing there.   I  sent  i t  based 

on the statement  that  th is  gent leman is  stay ing there  and he 

has commit ted k idnapping where they have demanded the 

ransom of  35 mi l l ion and then the  case was wi thdrawn.   I  

d id  not  even say the  case was wi thdrawn against  them or  

what .   But  the purpose of  me send ing th is ,  because of  th is  

af f idavi t ,  was to sensi t ise h im to be carefu l  o f  th is  

gent leman.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  you are sending h im deta i l s  of  the 10 

SAPS members  wi th the i r  ID  numbers  and te lephone 

numbers.   That  is  what  appears on page 66.   Do you see 

that  there are ID numbers  of  people there wi th the i r  ce l lu lar  

phone numbers,  wi th  the stat ions where they are based?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see what  …[ intervenes] .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    What  in te rest  does Mr Mat la la have in  

th is?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  I  see only one ID 

number.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Do you not  see the 7521 ID number?   20 

Why do you say you only see one?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Can I  be assisted?  Where is  the 

another  one?   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Do you see the top one is  8304?  On 

page 66.  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see now.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see now.   Commissioner,  i f  I  can 

respond?  When I  read th is  af f idavi t ,  I  never read the ent i re  

f i le .   I  read th is  af f idavi t  and then I  send i t .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  am going to t ry  to  save t ime.   The 

point  is  s imply th is .   I f  a l l  you wanted to do was to warn Mr 

Mat la la about  th is  person who l ives in  the Midst ream 

Estate,  the newspaper ar t ic le  does that .   There was no need 

for  you to send SAPS documents  that  has deta i l s  of  SAPS 10 

of f icers to  Mr Mat la la because tha t  has got  noth ing  to do  

wi th Mr Mat la la.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  hear  you,  Commissioner.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So i t  was wrong to do that .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Maybe i t  is  a  fau l t  that  I  have done.   I  

d id  not  read the ent i re  th ing to see what  exact ly  is  ins ide so 

that  maybe I  must  be select ive to say,  le t  me send only th is  

one.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  d id  you have reason to bel ieve 

that  Mr Mat la la does not  know tha t  Mr Nangy l i ves  in  that  20 

estate wi th h im,  that  is  h is  neighbour?  Because I  

understand you to say that  you saw f rom these documents  

that  Mr Nangy l ives  in  Midst ream and you wanted to warn  

your f r iend.   Did  you have reason to bel ieve that  he does 

not  know that  he l ives in  Midst ream?   
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    What  I  be l ieve,  Commissioner ,  is  that  

th is  man is  dangerous.   The issue of  me bel iev ing  that  he  

d id not  know or  knew,  no,  i t  never p i tched up.   What  p i tched 

up in  my mind was the mere fact  o f  the cr imes that  th is  man 

was p icked up for ,  arrested for .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    So you just  wanted to warn h im what?  

What  were you warning h im of?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    There is  th is  guy who is  commit t ing 

k idnapping fo r  a ransom, res id ing in  that  secur i t y  complex.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja,  exact ly  my quest ion.   You say you 10 

wanted to warn h im that  th is  person who has now had 

charges re lat ing to k idnapping wi thdrawn against  h im,  you 

wanted to te l l  h im that  he l i ves in  that  complex.   And that  i s  

exact ly  my quest ion.   Why d id you th ink Mr Mat la la does not  

know that ,  that  th is  man l i ves in  tha t  complex?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  because we never ta lked about  

th is  person before th is  date,  before that .   And then me now,  

I  on ly send h im th is  th ing to say there is  th is  person.   He 

might  have known,  but  he might  have not  to ld  me.   But  the 

purpose of  me in forming h im was to  sensi t ise h im to be 20 

carefu l .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    You have ta lked about  Mr  Nangy,  

because in  the meet ing wi th General  Mkhwanazi  a l ready,  Mr  

Nangy's name,  accord ing to your statement ,  d id come up.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    My statement ,  Commissioner ,  assist  
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me wi th the paragraph?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Where you l i s t ,  where you te l l  us what 

happened in  the  apartment .    You te l l  us that  General  

Mkhwanazi  sa id to  Mr Mat la la,  I  wi l l  ass ist  you i f  you can 

get  Mr Nangy.   No?  Am I  remember ing your ev idence 

wrong?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  is  not  in  paragraph 64.   I t  is  not  in  

the statement ,  I  be l ieve.   I t  is  in  other  par ts of  the record.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Is  i t  in  other  par ts of  the record?  Okay,  

I  wi l l  leave i t .   No,  hold on,  le t  me look at  my 64.   Okay,  10 

yes,  I  am going to leave i t .   I  do apologise,  I  d id  not  mean 

to mis lead you about  th is .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    But  I  th ink to  st i l l  make the point ,  and 

Ms Hassan,  stop me i f  I  am ant ic ipat ing a l ine that  you are 

going to explore.   In  the Ad Hoc Commit tee t ranscr ip ts that  

you have,  Mr Mat la la does say that  h is  ch i ld  and Mr Nangy's  

ch i ld  go to the same school ,  they l i ve in  the same complex,  

which suggests that  Mr Mat la la knew that  Mr Nangy l ives in  

the same complex.   That  is  why I  asked the quest ion,  why 20 

d id you have reason to th ink he does not  know that  Mr 

Nangy l ives in  tha t  complex wi th h im?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thanks,  Commissioner.   And I  sa id he 

might  have known h im,  or  he might  not  have known h im.   

However,  I  sent  th is  to  sensi t ise h im about  th is  person who 
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d id  th is  type of  a  cr ime.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   And I  th ink yesterday you said 

par t  o f  your  job  as a pol ice of f i cer  is  a lso  to prevent  cr ime 

or  something.   That  is  par t  o f  your  just i f i cat ion why you d id 

th is .   Did you warn anyone e lse about  Mr Nangy's re lease 

as a pol ice of f icer?  Or you pre ferred your f r iend over  

everyone e lse and d id not  bother  to  te l l  the residents of  

Midst ream that  there is  th is  man in  your  midst ,  be carefu l?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    A f ter  h is  re lease,  we in formed the,  

what  i s  th is  team?  There is  a team, a nat ional  team that  i s  10 

deal ing wi th k idnappings,  where you have Cr ime 

Inte l l igence and some other  pol ice of f ic ia ls ,  even some of  

the Hawks.   So we in formed Cr ime Inte l l igence because 

they were par t  and parcel  o f  who assisted us when we 

ar rested th is  Mr Nangy.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So your answer is  you d id not  in form 

anyone e lse of  the residents of  Midst ream, you in formed 

only Mr Mat la la in  Midst ream?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Because I  know him staying there.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    So your answer  …[ intervenes] .   20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The other  people,  I  do not  know.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Your answer is  only Mr Mat la la got  the  

benef i t  f rom you of  being warned about  Mr Nangy.   No one 

e lse in  that  estate  got  the same benef i t .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  I  on ly know Mr 
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Mat la la.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  no,  no.   Your answer is  yes or  no.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Not  a quest ion of  a  benef i t .   I  

in formed h im because I  know he is  s tay ing there and I  on ly 

know him.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So you in formed only Mr Mat la la?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can you g ive me a yes or  no answer,  

p lease?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    In  that  complex,  yes,  because I  know 10 

only h im.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thanks,  and jus t  to  be c lear ,  you sent  i t  

to  h im to warn  h im because these ind iv iduals  were 

re leased.   Is  tha t  why you wanted to warn h im that  they 

were re leased,  that  they were re leased,  or  that  Mr  Nangy 

was re leased?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  not  say that ,  Commiss ioner.   I  

warned h im that  there is  th is  gent leman who is  stay ing in  

your  complex who was ar rested for  th is  type of  cr imes,  20 

k idnapping,  extor t ion.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you warned h im that  there was th is  

gent leman who was ar rested for  these type of  c r imes,  but  

the arrest  took p lace the year before.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.    
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ADV HASSIM SC :    So you d id not  warn h im then?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  but  you saw f i t  to  warn h im when 

they were re leased.   So why d id you not  warn h im?  I f  that  

is  your  concern,  why d id you not  warn h im at  the t ime that  

he was ar rested?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am saying af te r  I  have seen th is  

af f idavi t  I  have read,  I  rea l i sed then that  he is  s tay ing in  the 

same complex.   Before,  I  d id  not  know where th is  man was 

staying.   That  is  why I  warned h im,  Commissioner.   That  is  10 

what  I  have said.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You d id not  know where  Mr  Nangy l i ved 

before then?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  th is  arrest  and th is  case,  th is  is  the 

KwaDukuza case.   Is  th is  the same case?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  KwaDukuza.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    This i s  under your  command,  is  i t  not?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  under my command,  bu t  th is  is  

how i t  works there.   General  Senona does not  read dockets.   20 

He is  at  a  st rategic posi t ion.   And when suspects are 

ar rested,  General  Senona does not  demand thei r  address 

and par t i cu la rs.   They wi l l  on ly say,  report ,  suspect  Mr so  

and so has been ar rested,  KwaDukuza case,  so and so wi l l  

be appear ing in  cour t  on th is  day.   They do not  put  
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addresses of  suspects and everyth ing.    

 Then the invest igat ion cont inues.   NPA wi l l  come 

on board and assist  in  te rms of  external  s takeholder .   

Addresses where the suspects are res id ing,  they do not  te l l  

General  Senona.   The invest igators there at  the  ground 

level ,  they deal  wi th  th is  type of  issue.   So I  happened to 

p ick i t  up when I  read th is  af f idav i t  that  was there  on the  

publ ic  domain.   I  see Midst ream Centur ion.   That  is  where  i t  

c l i cked and that  is  why I  d id  what  I  d id ,  Commiss ioners.   

Thank you.  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you had no knowledge of  th is ,  o f  any 

of  the deta i ls  of  th is  a rrest?  Where he was arres ted and 

none of  that?  You knew none of  that  unt i l  th is  media  

report?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    They were  arrested somewhere in  

Joburg.   I t  is  jus t  that  I  do not  have my stuf f  wi th  me.   I  

th ink you gave me something that  my people were g iv ing 

me.   Let  me have a look here,  Commissioners.   I  th ink th is  

document  is  ca l led EXH that  you gave us yesterday 

morning,  th is  one.   I  wrote th is  in format ion note depict ing 20 

a l l  the th ings that  have been done by the team up unt i l  the  

ar rest  and the at tendance before court .  

 So eventual ly ,  I  do not  th ink in  th is  report  there was 

any address of  any of  the arrested suspects.   So I  d id  not  

know where the  suspect  was resid ing.   Normal ly ,  when 
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suspects are ar rested,  we are not  provided wi th the i r  

addresses and so  for th.   Thank you,  Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    We wi l l  come back to that  exhib i t .   You 

st i l l  have not  expla ined why i t  i s ,  i f  you wanted to in form Mr  

Mat la la of  th is ,  why the newspaper ar t i c le  was not  

suf f i c ient .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  th ink I  have a l ready g iven an 

answer,  Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  do not  th ink you have.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id .   You can replay the record ing.    10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  can you repeat  i t?   Why was the 

newspaper ar t i c le  not  suf f i c ient?  Why d id you need to send 

a l l  o f  these pol ice  documents?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Sor ry,  apolog ies.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You can answer  now.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  sa id at  that  point ,  when I  read th is ,  I  

just  sent  i t  to  Mr  Mat la la af ter  I  have seen th is .   I  th ink  a lso 

Commissioner Khumalo asked me the same quest ion  ear l ier .    

MS MAFISA :    Chai rperson,  my apologies,  ev idence leader,  

for  the object ion.   Perhaps maybe I  must  make i t  c lear  to  20 

the Commissioners that  the newspaper ar t i c le  i s  actual ly  an  

ar t i c le  that  the legal  team found onl ine.   Obviously,  Maj -

Gen Senona can answer the quest ion whether  he was pr ivy 

to  the newspaper ar t i c le  at  that  t ime outs ide  of  the 

af f idavi ts .   However,  I  must  make i t  c lear  to  the  
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Commissioners that  the newspaper ar t ic le  that  has been 

at tached as S5 is  something tha t  the legal  team found 

onl ine.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  wel l ,  that  makes i t  a  b i t  worse,  

because then the  explanat ion that  you have g iven was that  

i t  was a l ready in  the publ ic  domain,  and that  was S5,  and 

there i t  is ,  and that  is  how you c i rcu lated i t .   But  tha t  is  not  

the case,  because i t  is  your  legal  team that  found the news 

ar t i c le  and provided i t  to  you to inc lude in  your  statement .    

MS MAFISA :    Sor ry,  Chai rperson,  I  would just  l ike to  10 

respond to that .   So,  now I  am perhaps t ry ing to see how 

const ra ined I  am,  just  to  expla in to  the Commissioners.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja.   The problem is  that  the object ion  

a lso gave evident ia l  mater ia l  to  the wi tness.   I  cannot  

suggest  how perhaps you could have or  should have ra ised 

the object ion,  but  now the wi tness a l ready knows what  you 

say about  that  document  and he may now respond in  

accordance wi th what  you say,  or  something evident ia l ,  i f  

you see what  I  mean.   But  as I  say,  I  am not  sure how you 

should have phrased your object ion.    20 

MS MAFISA :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Perhaps i t  is  something that  could have 

been le f t  for  re -examinat ion.   I  do not  know.   I  do not  know,  

but  now,  potent ia l ly  now i t  a f fec ts how the wi tness may 

respond.   But  you wanted to respond to Ms Hassim?  
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MS MAFISA :    Yes,  perhaps maybe I  must  expla in .   The 

quest ion that  was in i t ia l l y  asked by the evidence leader was 

the proof  of  the leak of  these af f idavi ts .   And so,  when Maj -

Gen Senona went  to  S5 and read that  par t i cu la r  sentence,  

in  the News24 ar t ic le  i t  had stated that  News24 had gained 

s ight  of  the af f idavi ts .   So,  the statement  i tse l f  was a l ign ing 

i tse l f  to  what  has –  sor ry,  the News24 ar t ic les a l ign i tse l f  to  

has been said in  the statement .   And I  was merely just  

d i rect ing Maj -Gen Senona as to the proof  in  re lat ion to that  

par t icu lar  s tatement  which can be found in  S5.    10 

 Regarding,  I  th ink,  the issue now,  which is  i t  i s  

provid ing some sor t  o f  an evident ia l  response which might  

be against  Maj -Gen Senona,  my s tatement  was pure ly just  

that  to  say that  S5 is  ev idence of  what  he has a l ready 

stated in  h is  statement .   I t  was just ,  i t  was pure ly that .  

CHAIRPERSON :    A t  th is  stage,  I  am by no means 

suggest ing that  what  you have said may be against  the 

General .   I  was just  making an observat ion at  th is  stage.   

Thanks,  Ms Maf isa.  

MS MAFISA :    Sorry,  Chai rperson,  I  just  had a chat  wi th  my 20 

at torney.   And I  th ink the quest ion  that  was posed,  i t  made 

i t  seem as i f  Maj -Gen Senona had possession of  that  

par t icu lar  ar t i c le  at  that  par t icu la r  t ime.   So,  the object ion 

was a lso just  to  make the Commissioners aware that  i f  we 

are re ly ing on tha t  par t i cu lar  ar t i c le  …[ intervenes] .  
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CHAIRPERSON :    Ja.   You see,  what  you say now,  actual ly ,  

because ear l ie r  I  sa id I  do not  know how you shou ld have 

deal t  wi th  or  p resented your object ion.   But  what  you have 

just  sa id now actual ly  te l ls  me how you should have handled 

i t .   You should,  in  re -examinat ion,  have asked the General ,  

General ,  a t  the t ime that  you shared X in format ion wi th Mr  

Mat la la,  d id you have in  your  possession th is  document?  I f  

you see what  I  mean.    

MS MAFISA :    Yes,  Chai rperson.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes,  yes.    10 

MS MAFISA :    Thank you.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Ms Hassim,  you have heard what  Ms 

Maf isa says,  but  what  I  wi l l  say is ,  p lease cont inue.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   I t  does not  real l y  

af fect  me and my quest ion ing in  any way because I  am 

real ly  basing i t  on what  the wi tness is  te l l ing us now and 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  just  wanted to c la r i fy  something wi th 

h im ar is ing f rom th is  d iscussion so that  I  know what  the  

posi t ion is .    20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  you have heard Ms Maf isa.   

Now,  at  paragraph 74 of  your  statement ,  and that  is  what  

we have a lways accepted unt i l  Ms Maf isa 's  in tervent ion,  as 

your ev idence.   Your evidence is :  
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“The af f idavi t  o f  Mr Nangy had been 

leaked to the media as of  10 March when 

I  forwarded the same to Mr Mat la la.   I  

a t tach hereto  a News24 ar t i c le  

evidencing the aforesaid. ”  

The aforesaid be ing that  the af f idavi t  has been leaked to  

the media,  marked Annexure S5:  

“ I  therefore deny the a l legat ion tha t  I  may 

have leaked sens i t ive and/or  conf ident ia l  

and/or  c lassi f ied in format ion. ”  10 

Can I  just  c lar i f y  th is  in  the l ight  o f  th is?  That  you are not  

saying to us that  you saw th is  ar t ic le ,  which is  S5,  on the  

day that  i t  came out .   You are not  saying that .   Because I  

have understood,  so far  I  had understood your ev idence to 

be that .   Is  i t  your  ev idence st i l l  that  you saw th is  a r t ic le  on 

the day i t  came out  and i t  had at tached to  i t  the documents 

that  you then sent  to  Mr Mat la la?  Is  that  your  ev idence?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    When th is  document  was sent ,  

Commissioners,  th is  ar t i c le  on that  day,  I  d id  not  see i t .   But  

I  sa id I  do not  remember whether  i t  is  News24 or  WhatsApp 20 

and then I  even ta lk  about  my gadgets that  I  went  to  check.   

Unfor tunate ly,  i t  could not  provide me wi th assistance.   I  

even said I  do not  want  to  mis lead the Commission,  but  i t  is  

e i ther  th is  one or  v ia  WhatsApp.   But  that  is  what  I  have 

ind icated,  Commissioners.    
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ADV BALOYI SC :    So you are not  saying to us,  and now I  

understand that  I  had misunderstood your ev idence.   You 

are not  saying to us that  you got  these documents as a l ink  

to  th is  News24 ar t ic le  that  i s  at tached.   You are not  saying 

that  to  us.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am saying a possib i l i t y ,  

Commissioners.   Because I  am saying I  am not  sure  

whether  i t  is  th is  ar t i c le  or  News24 or  WhatsApp.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  le t  me ask you d i f ferent ly  and 

just  t ry  and g ive a  d i rect  answer.    10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Did you see th is  ar t i c le  when i t  came 

out?  On the day that  i t  came out ,  d id  you see the ar t ic le?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    On the 10 t h  o f  March?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   Did you see the ar t i c le?  Or soon 

thereaf ter ,  a t  any t ime,  before  i t  was pul led by  your  

at torneys f rom wherever  they pul led i t  now for  purposes of  

the Commission?  This ar t ic le ,  d id you see i t  before you 

sent  the documents to  Mr Mat la la?  And th is  a r t ic le  being  

the News24 ar t i c le  that  you have g iven to us.    20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  be l ieve I  may have,  because hence I  

a lso ind icate that  I  am not  100% sure whether  i t  was on,  I  

forwarded i t  f rom there or  f rom the WhatsApp.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   So can we,  because you are not  

sure,  can we then d is regard your  paragraph 74?  Because 
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in  paragraph 74 you are very sure where th is  comes f rom.   

You are  very  sure  about  th is  ar t i c le  and the  documents,  the  

contents of  a  pol ice f i le  that  you have provided to Mr 

Mat la la.   You are sure that  they come f rom and are 

connected to the News24 ar t i c le .   You speak very cer ta in ly  

in  paragraph 74.   Now you have just  sa id you are not  sure 

whether  i t  was f rom the ar t ic le  or  f rom WhatsApp.   And I  

accept  i f  you are not  sure.   I  am not  saying you have to be  

sure for  purposes of  our  d iscussion.   But  because you are 

not  sure,  can we d isregard th is  paragraph as t ruth  where 10 

you say i t  came f rom News24?  I t  was in  the publ ic  domain,  

an af f idavi t  that  even News24 refers to .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Can I  consul t  my legal  counsel?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  you may not .   Unless the  

Chai rperson,  i t  is  the Chai rperson 's decis ion actual ly .   I  do  

apologise for  answer ing,  Chai rperson.    

CHAIRPERSON :    General ,  you see,  at  th is  stage you are 

being asked prob ing quest ions and to seek advice  is  a b i t  

problemat ic  because we do not  know now whether  you want  

assistance wi th the answer that  you should g ive in  response 20 

to the quest ion.   That  is  a b i t  problemat ic .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    As I  have ind icated ear l ie r ,  even i f  I  

cannot  consul t  my counsel ,  i t  is  okay.   But  I  would not  want  

us  to  d isregard  th is ,  but  there is  that  possib i l i t y ,  

Commissioners.   Because indeed my counsel  asked me 
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these quest ions and I  to ld  them the very same th ing I  am 

te l l ing  the Commission and then they assisted me to go 

draw th is  th ing,  but  I  may have seen i t  and sent  i t .   So I  

would not  want  to  d is regard th is .    

 Once that  th ing comes,  that  is  where I  d raw my 

conclusion that  def in i te ly  th is  is  the th ing.   But  now I  am 

saying,  when the  advocate is  asking me that  a lso,  there is 

th is  WhatsApp th ing and th is  News24.   I  consul ted wi th my 

gadget ,  but  I  cou ld not  even p ick  i t  up there.   Hence,  the 

legal  counsel  assisted me.   So I  would not  want  us to  10 

d is regard i t ,  Commissioners.   Thank you.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you,  General .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thanks.   General ,  do you agree that  

that  a r t ic le  does not  at tach the af f idavi ts  that  you at tached?  

Do you agree tha t  the ar t i c le ,  th is  10 March News24 ar t ic le  

does not  conta in –  what  i t  says,  they have seen af f idavi ts ,  

but  they do not  actual ly  p rovide a l ink to  the af f idav i ts .   Do 

you accept  that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    As i t  s tands on the f i le  now,  i t  does 

not  look l ike i t  has at tachments.   But  by then,  i t  may have 20 

had these ar t i c les and these af f idavi ts  and then I  d id  

forward i t  to  Mr Mat la la.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So le t  us say that  you d id,  fo r  

the sake of  moving fo rward,  that  you saw these,  you came 

into possession o f  these af f idavi ts ,  whatever  i t  means,  and 
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the fact  o f  the ar rest  had a l ready been reported on in  the  

News24 ar t i c le .   You are not  just  an ord inary member of  the 

publ ic .   You have been g iven top -secret  secur i t y  c learance.   

Is  that  not  so?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  have.   I t  has expi red  in  

September,  as I  test i f ied yesterday.   I  have appl ied.   There 

is  a process.   I t  is  in  the process of  being deal t  wi th  by 

Div is ion Cr ime Inte l l igence.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You had top-secret  secur i ty  c learance 

when you sent  th is  pol i ce in format ion?   10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    My top-secret  secur i t y  c learance has 

expi red in  2025,  September.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  and you sent  th is  in  March 

2025?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  ja .   Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   And to obta in top -secret  secur i ty  

c learance means that  a h igh level  o f  t rust  was reposed in  

you by the state.   Is  that  not  so?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  th ink  that  Div is ion  Cr ime 

Inte l l igence wi l l  come and expla in the purpose and the 20 

processes why they g ive a person top -secret  secur i t y  

c learance.   When you apply,  you submit  everyth ing to them.   

You complete the  forms that  they are g iv ing you.   They do 

thei r  own invest igat ions.   And then you t i ck that  I  am 

apply ing to be issued wi th a top -secret  secur i ty  c learance.   
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Then you a lso go through a polygraph test  that  they ask you 

a lo t  o f  th ings l ike I  am being asked here.   And af ter  that ,  

they make that  de terminat ion.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    General ,  you are a very exper ienced,  

seasoned pol ice o f f icer ,  are you not?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    You are saying so,  yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You have sa id so.   You to ld  us you 

spent  some t ime yesterday expla in ing your d i f ferent  levels  

of  exper ience.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  expla in my career  path ing and 10 

my exper ience before here.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    So i t  is  a  g iven.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   So you are saying you do not  

understand what  the purpose of  top -secret  secur i ty  

c learance is .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I f  I  te l l  you my understanding,  

Commissioners,  the purpose of  top -secret  secur i ty  

c learance is  once you are issued wi th i t ,  is  that  when the 

documents in  possession of  the state that  have been 20 

c lassi f ied and that  you have been ent rusted w i th,  you 

cannot  d is t r ibute them to any other  person.   I t  does not  ta lk  

about  unclassi f ied documents.   I t  ta lks about  my 

understanding that  c lassi f ied documents,  because i t  has to 

do wi th a mis -document ,  which means the c lassi f ica t ion has 
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got  th ree levels.   That  is  my unders tanding.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So a l l  o f  th is  in format ion you need to 

provide in  order  to  get  top -secret  secur i ty  c learance,  that  i s  

in  order  to  see whether  you are somebody who is  

t rustworthy,  who can be ent rusted wi th sensi t i ve 

in format ion,  is  that  not  so?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    What  in format ion am I  provid ing?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    You said that  to  get  top -secret  secur i t y  

c learance you have got  to  submit  a  lo t  o f  in format ion .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  sa id you complete the forms,  then 10 

you submit  the documents that  are requi red there,  and then 

what  I  d id  not  say I  must  edi t  now.   You a lso g ive a l is t  o f  

people,  references,  s ta r t ing wi th  your superv isors,  Cr ime 

Inte l l igence do thei r  own invest igat ion,  vet t ing invest igat ion 

i t  is  ca l led,  and then they make that  determinat ion af ter  you 

have went  through a polygraph test  a t  the end.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And the purpose,  you are  not  answer ing 

the quest ion,  is  to  determine whether  you are somebody 

who can be t rusted to have top -secret  c learance.   Is  that  

not  so?   20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    A l l  r ight .   And the purpose of  that  is  

because you w i l l  come into contact  wi th  sensi t i ve  

in format ion.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Classi f ied in format ion.    
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  whether  you are a t rustworthy 

person or  not  depends on how you handle sensi t ive  

in format ion that  comes in to your possession.   Is  that  not  

so?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Classi f ied in format ion,  Commissioner.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Classi f ied,  but  not  conf ident ia l .   So i f  

you were to d is t r ibute conf ident ia l  in format ion as a top -

secret  secur i t y -c leared of f i cer ,  that  would be okay?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  conf ident ia l  fa l ls  

wi th in c lassi f ied in format ion.   The levels of  c lassi f i cat ion is  10 

conf ident ia l / rest r i c ted,  secret  and top -secret .   So i f  a  

document  is  not  endorsed,  rest r ic ted or  conf ident ia l  or  

secret  or  top-secret ,  that  is  not  c lassi f ied in format ion.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So then …[ intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So le t  me ask you th is .   When the  

Nat ional  Head o f  the Hawks g ives a d i rect ive  to  the 

Provincia l  Heads and i t  is  in  the form of  a le t ter ,  you are  

per fect ly  ent i t led to share i t  wi th  Mr Mat la la and say,  hey,  

look at  what  the Nat ional  Head says to us.   You can read 

and enjoy i t  a t  your  le isure.  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  I  cannot .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  then i t  does not  have 

c lassi f i cat ion,  so why can you not  share i t?    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    But  I  cannot .   I  have test i f ied  

yesterday that  I  have never took in format ion f rom the pol ice 
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and sent  i t  ou ts ide.   And there was no ev idence,  

Commissioner,  that  was presented before th is  Commission  

that  conf i rmed or  suggested that  I  took a docket  and 

scanned i t  or  took p ictu res of  i t  and sent  i t  to  Mr Mat la la for  

whatever  reasons.   A l l  I  am saying ,  whatever  I  forwarded,  I  

sent  to  Mr Mat la la,  i t  was documents that  were in  the  publ ic  

domain.   I  even ind icated here,  Commissioners,  that  I  have 

never,  I  wi l l  not ,  and I  wi l l  never ,  even in  my grave,  I  wi l l  

not  do i t .   I  even said th is  yesterday.   So I  wi l l  never  do  

that .    10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So i f  somebody leaks a le t ter  that  the  

Min ister  sends to  a Nat ional  Commissioner and i t  i s  in  the  

publ ic  domain,  you as Provincia l  Head of  the Hawks,  you 

are then ent i t led  to c i rcu late i t  and to fo rward i t  to  other  

people s imply because somebody was naughty and they 

leaked i t?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner …[ intervenes] .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Is  i t  not  your  responsib i l i ty  to  stop  

the leak?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  i t  was a l ready in  the  20 

publ ic  domain,  that  le t ter .   Accord ing to the evidence that  

was presented before you,  Commissioners,  one of  the  

wi tnesses ind icated the le t ter  was leaked on the 31 s t .   

General  Khumalo  said i t  was on the 1 s t .   They ind icated a 

lo t  o f  people had that  le t te r  …[ intervenes] .  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  that  is  not  what  I  am asking 

you.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am going to  answer the quest ion.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    What  I  am asking you is  i f  o ther  

people have leaked a le t te r ,  are you saying you are then 

ent i t led to cont inue wi th that  and to cont inue c i rcu la t ing i t?   

Is  i t  not  your  responsib i l i t y  to  say,  whoever leaked i t  made 

a mistake,  I  should not  be doing that  a lso?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  not  a quest ion of  ent i t lement ,  

Commissioner.    10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Is  that  not  precise ly what  you d id?  

Because you say i t  is  in  the publ ic  domain.   You d id not  put  

i t  in  the publ ic  domain.   You see i t ,  but  then you feel  

ent i t led to c i rcu late i t  and share i t  wi th  Mr Mat la la.   

Factual ly ,  that  is  what  happened.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  not  a quest ion of  ent i t lement .   I  

was shar ing a document  that  was garner ing in  the publ ic  

domain.   Maybe in  your  submissions,  Commissioners,  that  

may be inc luded,  but  now th is  is  my answer.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  you say no one has presented 20 

evidence here tha t  you took a p ic tu re or  you made copies of  

dockets or  documents,  o f f ic ia l  documents,  and shared them 

wi th the publ ic .   You are r ight .   Nobody has presented that .   

But  we have documents here that  a re of f ic ia l  s tate 

documents.    
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 You send them to a pr ivate c i t i zen who is  your  

f r iend,  b rother ,  who is  accused of  involvement  in  ser ious 

cr imes or  a l leged cr imes.   You send that .   What  we are  

doing is  bat t l ing to get  an understanding of  th is ,  how i t  is  

you gained possession of  these documents that  you 

forward.    

 That  is  why th is  engagement  wi th you.   Do not  

reduce i t  to ,  wel l ,  you d id not  see me standing at  a  

photocopier .   Do not  reduce i t  to  that .   We are deal ing wi th  

t ry ing to establ ish how did you get  these documents and 10 

sent  them and why.   We know i t  is  not  f rom the News24 

ar t i c le .   Now we know that .   And the quest ion is ,  wel l ,  how 

else would you have got ten them?  That  is  the one issue.    

 But  the second issue is  just  a  case of  re -paging 

through these documents,  they inc lude,  for  example ,  an ID 

copy of  Mr Nangy at  page 141 wi th  h is  p ic tu re and deta i ls .   

You g ive that  to  Mr Mat la la.   And I  am doing th is  randomly.   

Page 150 has got  h is  marr iage cer t i f icate.   You g ive that  to  

Mr Mat la la wi th fu l l  deta i l s .   And then you go to page 260,  

and again,  i t  is  random, you have got  a deed of  t ransfer  of  20 

property,  which has property deta i ls  of ,  I  th ink,  Mar ia or  

somebody.  

 So you are g iv ing documents.   You are shar ing  

documents wi th Mr Mat la la.   And qui te  a hef ty  number of  

pages,  which we are bat t l ing to accept .   A t  least  I  am 
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bat t l ing to accept  that  a l l  o f  th is  would have been a t tached 

to a news ar t i c le .   Star t ing f rom page 65,  i t  goes beyond 

277.   I t  goes beyond that .   That  a l l  o f  th is  would have been 

an at tachment  that  you found in  a media report .   I  am 

bat t l ing wi th that .    

 But  the fur ther  a rea of  concern is  there is  h ighly  

personal  in format ion,  which in  a d i f ferent  context  you are  

precluded by the  Protect ion of  Personal  In format ion Act  

f rom dist r ibut ing  fur ther ,  but  you have shared i t  wi th  Mr 

Mat la la.   Mr Nangy 's business address,  somewhere you 10 

have got  Ekurhuleni  Ci ty  b i l l s  for  e lect r i c i t y  o r  rates  and 

taxes of  Mr Nangy.    

 So you real ly  put  h is  personal  in fo rmat ion,  and you 

say you d id not  know whether  Mr  Mat la la knew him and 

knew that  he l ived in  the estate .   So you have shared 

ser iously personal  in format ion.   You are  a  pol ice  of f icer .   

You have come into access to ser iously personal  

in format ion.   You share i t  wi th  a person who is  accused of  

ser ious cr iminal  conduct ,  and you do not  seem to th ink at  

best  there was a lack of  judgement  i f  i t  was not  del iberate.    20 

 You do not  seem to s i t  there and say,  wel l ,  ja ,  now 

I  see I  should not  have done th is .   You are making i t  appear  

i t  is  a l l  benign.   I t  was noth ing.   And yet  again  I  f ind i t  very 

d i f f icu l t  to  accept  that  there is  an innocent  explanat ion 

behind you shar ing th is  bundle.   I t  is  th is  b ig,  just  to  g ive 
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you context ,  that  there is  a benign,  innocent  exp lanat ion 

behind you shar ing a l l  o f  th is  in format ion of  Mr Nangy and I  

th ink Stephanie …[ indist inct ]  somebody,  wi th  Mr Mat la la.   

And I  th ink i t  i s  much more  s in is te r  than you are prepared to 

share wi th us.   Do you have any comment  to  that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  when I  sent  the 

af f idavi t  to  Mr Mat la la,  I  never real i sed th is  whole other  

at tachments here  unt i l  they were presented to me by the 

Commission.   But  I  have now taken note,  the magni tude of  

th is ,  I  have now taken note,  but  I  have never real i sed that  10 

th is  document  i s  having  so large documents.   So I  see what  

happened.   I  see what  th is  has caused in  te rms o f  these 

people 's  par t icu la rs  and everyth ing ,  but  I  understand where  

the Commission is  coming f rom.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you,  General .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  am assuming i t  appl ies …[ indist inct ]  

to  you shar ing th is  wi th Mr  Mat la la personal  deta i l s  o f  DPCI  

of f icers in  the case of  …[ indist inct ] .   These are  pol ice  

of f icers.   There  are personal  deta i ls  wi th  the i r  ranks 

…[indist inct ]  phone numbers …[ indist inct ] .   A t  least  four  of  20 

them, you have shared thei r  ID numbers wi th Mr Mat la la in  

c i rcumstances where you know that  DPCI is  invest iga t ing Mr 

Mat la la.   Do you now accept  that  that  was wrong?  You 

should not  have done that .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am saying  when I  sent  the af f idavi t ,  
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I  d id  not  real i se  the magni tude of  th is  document .   I  on ly  

read the af f idavi t  and sent  i t .   Not  that  i t  is  wrong of  me 

sending i t ,  but  I  have real ised now when the Commission 

has g iven me th is  document  that  th is  document  is  too huge.   

I t  conta ins th is  t ype of  in fo rmat ion.   When you show me,  

because I  see here  there is  one,  as you ind icated,  

Commissioner,  th ree ID numbers.   Commissioner says four .   

I t  is  three Commissioners.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    No,  no,  you missed the one on the 

f i rs t  page.    10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Which?   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    [ Ind ist inct ] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The f i rs t  page.   Let  me check.   Page 

60?   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    No,  no,  you do not  need to go there.   

Remember my focus was deta i l s  o f  po l i ce of f icers.   At  least  

two of  them are …[ indist inct ]  o f  …[ indist inct ] .   On page 66.   

So look at  the last  co lonel  and thei r  name.   You wi l l  see 

that  they are wi th  DPCI KZN.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And then the second one is  the  

capta in.   You wi l l  see that  they are wi th DPCI KZN.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    You see tha t .   And then you have got  

SAPS detect ives.   And then you have got  Cr ime Inte l l igence 
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people whose ID numbers you have ident i f ied.   Do you see 

that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see that .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.   And tha t  is  wrong.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    But  the ID number on these pages 

are two.   Is  that  one of  ant i -k idnapp ing uni t?    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    P lease do not  ment ion the names.   

Just  accept  the pr inc ip le that  i t  is  wrong to share wi th Mr  

Mat la la personal  deta i l s  of  po l ice of f i cers and DPCI 

of f icers.   That  i s  a l l  I  am put t ing to you.   Not  how many ID 10 

numbers are there.   We can see that  there are ID numbers  

there.   In  some p laces,  the ID numbers are not  there.   But  

you have shared personal  deta i l s  of  your  subord inates,  

DPCI  KZN people.   You have shared deta i l s  of  General  

Mkhwanazi  and h is of f i ce and emai l  address.   You have 

shared deta i ls  of  Cr ime Inte l l igence of f icers,  inc luding thei r  

ID numbers,  in  c i rcumstances where you know that  Mat la la  

is  under invest iga t ion by the very same inst i tu t ions.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  I  sa id in  my response 

that  when I  read the af f idavi t ,  based on that  I  d id  not  real i se  20 

the magni tude and the volume of  th is  document .   So I  on ly  

forwarded i t .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Now you real ise the magni tude.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  sa id I  rea l ised af ter  I  received th is  

document  f rom the Commission.  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    General ,  when you say you received 

th is  document  f rom the Commission,  you accept  tha t  these 

are the documents that  you sent .   I  mean,  we get  th is  f rom 

you.   You sent  th is  long l i s t  o f  documents.   Right?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  sent  i t .   I  agree.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    But  I  do not ,  Commissioner,  have a 

capaci ty  in  terms of  the problems o f  my gadget  to  ret r ieve i t  

for  mysel f  to  come here.   So af ter ,  when the Commission  

was establ ished,  I  got  what  t ranspi red there f rom the 10 

Commission in  order  for  me to come in.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So when you received i t  f rom us,  you 

real ised that  what  you d id was wrong?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Not  wrong,  but  I  d id  not  real ise the  

magni tude of  th is  document  by the t ime I  sent  i t .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You d id not  rea l ise the magni tude of  the  

document?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  I  never  thought  th is  document  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    The s ize?  Meaning the s ize?   20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The s ize and some of  the documents,  

because I  on ly  read,  as I  have ear l ier  ind ica ted,  the  

af f idavi t .   I t  caught  my eye there wi th the address,  then I  

sent  i t .   So I  never real ised the magni tude of  th is  document  

and other  documents that  have been at tached.   But  that  is  



    28 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 48 

Page 183  o f  229  

 

 

my response,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  you real ised when you looked at  i t  

again that  what  you d id was wrong?  Because as you said to  

me ear l ier  when I  asked you about  th is ,  you said that  there 

are a number of  annexures to th is .   So you know that  there  

were annexures to the af f idavi t?    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  not  accept  the  par t  o f  

wrongfu lness f rom my s ide,  but  maybe i t  might  be an 

overs ight  for  not  reading the ent i re  document  before I  sent  

i t .    10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    You see,  th is  i s  why I  asked you about  

top-secret  secur i ty  c learance.   The Commissioners  

in tervened wi th where I  was going,  because the at tachments 

conta in a great  deal  o f  in format ion  that  is  conf ident ia l ,  that  

is  personal .   There are personal  photographs in  those 

annexures.   And for  somebody in  your  posi t ion,  w i th  top -

secret  secur i t y  c learance,  you are  requi red to hand le state 

documents wi th care.   Is  that  not  so?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The state  documents wi th care,  

correct .    20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   So these documents  conta in 

in format ion,  as we have a l ready gone through,  we do not  

need to repeat  i t  now,  that  is  in fo rmat ion that  is  par t  o f  a  

docket .   I t  is  SAPS informat ion,  inc luding other  people 's  

personal  in format ion,  And you forwarded i t  wi thout  looking  
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a t  a l l  o f  that .   And that  was improper.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Hence I  am saying i t  was an er ror  

that  I  on ly read the af f idavi t  and sent  i t .   But  when you look 

at  i t ,  the ent i re  document  and the  magni tude,  you wi l l  see 

that  when I  look a t  i t  a f ter  I  have received i t ,  I  have real ised 

that  th is ,  for  me,  is  a document  that  was ut i l ised for  the c iv i l  

c la im.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You d id not  real ise that  when you sent  i t  

to  Mr Mat la la?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    You d id not  look at  i t ,  you just  sent  i t  to  

h im?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  read the af f idavi t ,  I  saw the address 

and I  just  sent  i t ,  as I  have ind icated before.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you d id read the af f idavi t ,  so you d id 

see what  the contents were?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    You see,  when I  ta lk  about  reading 

the af f idavi t ,  f i rs t ,  second paragraph,  I  saw the address,  

and then I  never  read i t  fu l l y ,  and then I  sent  i t .   Hence I  

say i t  was an error  on my s ide,  that  I  never read the ent i re  20 

document  before I  sent  i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  the names and personal  in fo rmat ion 

of  DPCI  of f icers and others are in  the af f idavi t ,  they are at  

the f ront  of  the af f idavi t .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    That  I  d id  not  see when I  read and 
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sent  by the Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  you do accept  the duty on you,  as a  

person in  your  posi t ion,  I  am going to keep repeat ing i t ,  

because you hold a senior  of f i ce ,  and a l l  South Af r icans 

expect  that  people in  your  k ind of  o f f ice wi l l  conduct  

themselves consistent  wi th  the i r  dut ies.   Your du ty,  the 

dut ies that  you held,  requi red that  you do not  share th is  

k ind of  in format ion wi th a member of  the publ ic ,  regard less 

of  whether  i t  was in  the publ ic  domain or  not .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  th ink the issue of  regard less 10 

whether  in  the publ ic  domain  or  not ,  Commissioner Khumalo 

asked me,  I  responded.   And I  want  to  repeat  myse l f  again,  

that  I  made an er ror  by not  reading the ent i re  document .   I  

on ly read the f i rs t  page,  that  page of  the af f idav i t  o f  Mr  

Nangy,  and then I  forwarded i t .   So I  th ink that  is  the 

response I  can g ive.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And that  was not  consistent  wi th  your  

dut ies,  par t i cu la r ly  somebody wi th top -secret  secur i ty  

c learance who is  meant  to  conduct  themselves in  a way that  

does not  make them vulnerable to  compromise.   Cor rect?   20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    That  is  how you see i t ,  but  not  how I  

see i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You do not  see your dut ies in  tha t  way?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  in  re lat ion to th is  document  here.   

I  have expla ined why I  sent  i t ,  and then I  am also te l l ing the  
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Commissioners that  I  never read the ent i re  document .   I t  is  

the error  that  I  have done.   I  do not  know how do I  expla in i t  

fur ther  or  whatever ,  but  that  i s  what  happened.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  am not  going to go any fur ther  on th is ,  

Commissioners.   I  am going to move on.   I  th ink you have 

answered the quest ion.   We are going to return to  i t  again  

because i t  is  not  the only instance.   So I  am af ra id that  you 

wi l l  have to face th is  again.   Let  us  just  move on tha t  page,  

page 30,  where we were.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    3-0?   10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    3-0.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You say af ter  you send the  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Is  that  s t i l l  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  the WhatsApp conversat ion ,  Fi le  1  

of  1 .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   And you say 3 -0?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    3-0.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    So on that  page,  you say on the  18 t h  o f  

March,  you sent  a  message to Mr Mat la la:  

“Brother ,  d id you f ind those guys?”  

What  were you re ferr ing to?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  have a recol lect ion  of  th is  
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one,  Commissioners.   I t  must  be made c lear  that  I  am also a 

human being.   I  cannot  recal l  each and every l i t t le  th ing  

that  is  here.   I  cannot  recal l .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You do not  reca l l?    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So the  page that  we were on,  

page 29.   I f  we go to page 34,  you wi l l  see 9 Apr i l  2025 at  

the bot tom of  the page.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Page?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    34.    10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    3-4?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am there.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    This,  you arranged to meet  again on 9 

Apr i l ,  i s  that  correct?  I f  you look at  the bot tom of  the page,  

you send h im a message.   You say:  

“ I  am here in  Emperor 's  Palace and we 

are f in ish ing around f i ve to  s ix . ”  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  I  see th is  one.   I  was in  Emperor 's  

Palace and he wanted to see me.   I  sa id we wi l l  be f in ish ing  20 

our  engagement  there between 17:00 and 18:00.   But  when 

you tu rn the page over  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You were at  Emperor 's  Palace on work 

duty?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.    
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Work duty?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   When you tu rn over ,  he said:  

“Can I  come af te r  18:00?”  

I  say,  yes.   But  eventual ly  th is  meet ing never took p lace.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  never took p lace?  How do you know 

that?  How do you recal l  that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am te l l ing  you because I  know what  

we were doing there.   I t  never took p lace.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Why d id i t  not  take p lace?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Because he could not  come through.   10 

Af ter  we worked,  I  went  to  the room and then we s lept .   He 

could not  come through.   The meet ing d id not  take p lace.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so you remember on that  day that  

the meet ing d id not  take p lace?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  I  remember.   I  sa id,  I  am going 

to te l l  the t ruth.   Whatever I  remember,  I  wi l l  ass ist  the 

Commission.   What  I  cannot  remember,  I  am st i l l  begging 

maybe fo r  fo rg iveness for  not  remember ing,  but  I  am a  

human being as wel l .   That  needs to be noted.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can you turn over  the page?  So we 20 

were on 35,  page 36.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    A t  f i rs t ,  you have a conversat ion.   You 

ask h im:  

“Are you coming?”  
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This is  11 Apr i l .   He say:  

“ I  am wi th the k ids.   As soon as thei r  

mother gets home,  I  wi l l  leave.   Where  

am I  going to f ind  you?”  

And then you respond:  

“Let  us meet  tomorrow morning at  our  

usual  p lace at  09:00. ”  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And what  i s  our  usual  p lace?  Is  that  

Menlyn Maine?  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Menlyn Maine.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Menlyn Maine?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    A t  09:00 in  the morning?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And d id you have that  meet ing?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  want  to  check proper ly .   11 Apr i l ,  

what  day of  the week was i t?   Check.   11,  i t  was a  Fr iday.   

And some of  these th ings,  they are just  running away f rom 

me,  but  I  be l ieve we might  have met .   I  be l ieve,  I  am ta lk ing  20 

under correct ion.   I  be l ieve we might  have met .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  you probably,  we are  at  page 

38,  Ms Hassim?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    38 or  37?   
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ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  hold on a second.   We were at  11  

Apr i l ,  le t  us meet  tomorrow morning at  our  usual  p lace at  

09:00.   A l l  r ight ,  and then I  am asking whether  you then 

met .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  you see what  I  wrote here on the 

11 t h ,  when you look at  the top on page 37,  Commissioners,  I  

see there I  wrote  spent  t ime wi th the fami ly .   That  is  g iv ing  

me an ind icat ion that  we might  not  have met  because there  

were some th ings that  we had to meet  wi th the fami ly  and 

do.   I  have just  p icked up th is  and then i t  te l l s  me we never  10 

met  because there were issues tha t  he had to at tend to the 

wi fe and k ids.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    No,  but  is  the problem wi th that  not  

that  the WhatsApp is  f rom the 11 t h ,  so i t  is  the day before?  

I f  you look at  the ear l ie r  WhatsApp of  18:56,  i t  says:  

“Let  us meet  tomorrow morning at  our  

usual  p lace. ”  

The next  WhatsApp is  a WhatsApp of  the same date and i t  

says spend t ime wi th the fami ly .   So i t  can be referr ing to  

the fo l lowing day.  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you fo r  correct ing,  for  

h ighl ight ing that ,  Commissioner.   I  th ink i t  I  rea l l y  

appreciate i t .   I  rea l l y  appreciate i t ,  ja .   So,  on the fo l lowing 

day,  i t  should have been the 12 t h .   Normal ly ,  i f  I  leave or  I  

ar r ive there,  I  wi l l  say I  am on my way to our  usual  p lace,  
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but  I  do not  see that  we d id ta lk  about  that .   So I  am just  

wor r ied to say we met  or  we never met .   I  see i t  is  not  

there.   Normal ly ,  we say I  am going to our  p lace.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you do not  remember?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am not  100% sure whether  we met  

or  not  because immediate ly af te r  that ,  we were ta lk ing on 

the 13 t h .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then on the 13th of  Apr i l ,  you sent  

a message saying :  

“ I  am on our  way to our  p lace. ”  10 

This is  at  four  o 'c lock in  the af ternoon.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  the t ime we met .   You see,  as I  

was ind icat ing before,  i t  even came quicker  to  assist  me 

there.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sorry,  d id you meet  on the 13 t h  o f  Apr i l?    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  I  be l ieve  so,  we d id meet .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    When d id you meet  on the 13 t h  o f  Apr i l?   

Was i t  that  af ternoon?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    In  the af ternoon.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you sent  that  to  h im at  16 :01 and 20 

you say:  

“On our  way to our  p lace. ”  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So what  t ime roughly do you th ink you 

would have ar r ived there?   
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  depends on the  t raf f i c ,  bu t  I  can 

say roughly 30 minutes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So the next  message then is  

f rom Mr Mat la la.   By now you would have ar r ived.   The next  

message is  f rom Mr Mat la la,  and here he shares wi th you 

cer ta in documents.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  I  see.   He shared wi th me these 

documents.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    A l l  r ight .   So le t  us go to those 

documents.   The f i rs t  one is  SEN3 and you wi l l  f ind  that  at  10 

page 286 of  the same f i le ,  the same WhatsApp f i le .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    2?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    286.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   Can you ident i fy  that  document  

that  he sent  you?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see the document .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   What  i s  i t?    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  a  company of  –  on top  there,  i t  

says Senzo and Thembeka.  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  says Senzo and Thembeka Mchunu 

Foundat ion.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And the number  of  the company.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.    



    28 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 48 

Page 193  o f  229  

 

 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Company regist rat ion number.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then the deta i ls  of  the company and 

the d i rectors.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    E t  cetera.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So why d id Mr  Mat la la share th is  wi th 

you?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  def in i te ly  do not  know because th is  10 

document ,  when he sent  me on that  day of  the 13 t h ,  we were  

ta lk ing there.   I  never read them.  I  never read these 

documents.   You wi l l  see i t  is  one,  two,  three documents 

that  I  d id  not  read,  but  he d id send i t  to  me.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  am going to them one by one.   So le t  

us star t  wi th  the f i rs t  one.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You received th is .   You say you d id not  

read i t .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  not  open i t .   Yes,  because we 20 

were ta lk ing.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you knew what  he was sending you 

because by now you are in  the meet ing wi th h im.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  know when you open i t  here 

because when you sent  us the Rule -3 not i f icat ion,  these 
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th ings were never  there.   This SEN3,  SEN4 and SEN5,  they 

were not  there.   And the document  that  we received through 

the Rule 3 has got  cer ta in th ings that  maybe I  wi l l  show the 

Commissioners in  the document  that  was sent  to  me 

in i t ia l l y ,  but  I  d id  not  open th is  document .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  am not  sure what  you are saying.   This  

document  is  the  document  that  was sent  to  you on your  

phone,  on your WhatsApp?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   I  am saying I  d id  not  open i t .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You d id not  open i t  when?   10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  know the contents of  th is  

document .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    A t  any point  ever?  You never opened 

th is  document?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  never opened th is  document ,  

Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And th is  document  would have been 

sent  to  you whi le  you were in  the meet ing wi th Mr Mat la la.   

So he would have to ld you what  he is  sending you.   I t  would 

have been par t  o f  your  conversat ion.    20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you are in  a meet ing wi th h im and 

whi le  you are in  a meet ing wi th h im,  he sends you 

documents but  you do not  ta lk  about  i t?    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   I  d id  not  open th is  document .   
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We were s i t t ing  there  having our  ta lks and then f rom there I  

saw he sent  me documents,  then I  le f t .   I  d id  not  open these 

documents,  Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And what  ta lks  were you having?  This 

is  now 13 Apr i l .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    13 Apr i l ,  we were having our  genera l  

d iscussion,  socia l  d iscussion there  and eventual ly ,  I  agree,  

he d id send these documents and for  that  mat ter ,  me,  I  d id  

not  read th is  one.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You d id not  read th is  one,  okay.    10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  sorry,  what  conversat ion?  You said 

you were having  your d iscussions.   What  d iscussions?  

What  was the purpose of  your  meet ing?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  personal  th ings that  I  do  not  

want  to  d isc lose here.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  had noth ing to do wi th  the upcoming 

meet ing on 15 Apr i l?    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The issue of  the upcoming meet ing  

on 15 Apr i l ,  we ta lked about  i t  on the 14 t h .    20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  not  on the 13 t h .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You can remember that  you d id not  

d iscuss i t  on the 13 t h .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    There we were ta lk ing personal  s tuf f  
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that  I  am not  in  a posi t ion to d isc lose here,  even in  camera.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  but  th is  i s  now 13 Apr i l  where you 

were very wary and you said exerc is ing caut ion in  re lat ion 

to Mr Mat la la.   Correct?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Caut ion?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You said you were exerc is ing caut ion in  

re lat ion to Mr Mat la la because you were d isturbed by what  

you read about  h im.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    What  a re you ta lk ing about?  I  am 

lost .    10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    You ear l ier  sa id  you …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja,  5 March …[ in tervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Oh,  he is  going back to 5 March?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Ja.   5  March is  a p ivota l  moment  in  our  

l i fe  in  th is  Commission wi th you.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  I  th ink I  have a l ready ind icated 

that  maybe my faul t  was that  not  to  terminate i t  instant ly  as 

the Commissioner  was asking  me before we break fo r  lunch.   

So I  s t i l l  s tand by my submission to the Commissioner that  20 

me,  I  was doing i t  gradual ly  l i ke that .   However,  here we 

met  and d id that .   You know,  as people,  we d i f fer  how we 

deal  wi th  th ings.   That  is  what  I  sa id.  

 But  I  was hammered here that  you as the head of  

the Hawks,  you should have done instant ly .   So I  have 
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taken note of  tha t  ser iously so,  and I  be l ieve maybe in  the  

near fu ture the same k ind of  pract ise,  i t  wi l l  never  happen.   

I  am one person who learns when you are advised and to ld  

about  issues tha t  you should have done the other  way 

around when they are seen as issues that  are being done 

wrong,  whereas I  d id  not  see i t  as a wrong th ing.   So I  have 

taken note and i t  is  going to help me in  my fu r ther  l i fe .    

CHAIRPERSON :    What  I  was debat ing wi th you is  actual ly  

more than that .   I t  is  more than merely ind icat ing how you 

ought  to  have behaved in  th is  context .  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  that  is  par t  o f  i t .   But  the point  was 

more that  you were cosy,  cosy,  cosy wi th Mr  Mat la la 

throughout  unt i l ,  as you say,  he was arrested.   He is  

ar rested,  I  am very sor ry,  I  am very sorry.   And I  put  a l l  o f  

these texts together ,  just  page 28 to page 60.   Now 

Advocate Hassim has taken you through a l l  o f  them, and 

noth ing,  and we are now in Apr i l ,  and noth ing ind icates  that  

th is  is  somebody who wants to  terminate communicat ion .   

Oh,  I  do not  know,  you said you wanted to terminate the  20 

re lat ionship and you sor t  o f  wanted to suggest  that  there is  

a d i f fe rence between te rminat ing the re lat ionsh ip and 

terminat ing the communicat ion.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    There were …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    So look how th is  sta r ts ,  what  Advocate  
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Hassim is  tak ing  you through.   You say,  I  am here ,  le t  us 

meet  at  our  usual  p lace,  and you are the one in i t ia t ing that .   

And remember I  sa id when I  put  a l l  o f  these together ,  28 to  

60,  and I  sa id,  and some of  them were actual ly  in i t ia ted by 

you and now you are basica l l y  inv i t ing Mr Mat la la,  le t  us go 

meet  at  our  usual  p lace.  

 So when I  say i t  is  more than just  what  you referred  

to as advice,  what  I  am saying is  a l l  o f  th is  actual ly  g ives 

the l ie  to  what  you are suggest ing,  which is  that  you wanted 

to terminate the  re lat ionship or  communicat ion wi th Mr 10 

Mat la la.   A l l  o f  th is  g ives the l ight  to  that .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  when you look at  the 

communicat ion,  when we were supposed to meet  and then 

he said i t  is  wi th  the k ids and we postponed,  we postponed 

up unt i l  that  day.   Somet imes you become that  type of  a  

human being who would want  to  understand and cur ious.   

So we went  there ,  we had our  d iscussions,  but  I  understand 

why the Commiss ioner i s  l ike th is  and feel ing l ike  th is .   I  

understand that .   But  having said  that ,  Commissioners,  I  

say my faul t  is  no t  to  terminate i t  w i th  immediate ef fect .    20 

CHAIRPERSON :    But  do you agree that  what  th is  points to  

is  that  i t  actual ly  points  to  the  opposi te  of  what  you are 

suggest ing to us,  which is  that  you wanted to te rminate the  

re lat ionship.   I t  actual ly  shows tha t  you were very,  s t i l l  very  

f r iendly towards h im.   Do you accept  that  that  is  what  th is  
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ev idences,  th is  shows?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am saying  I  took too much t ime,  too  

long to te rminate i t .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Do you accept  that  that  i s  what  the texts  

show?  They ind icate that  you were st i l l  …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  does not  show that  I  am ly ing,  

Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  no,  no,  no,  no,  no.   Do you accept  

that  these texts actual ly  show the opposi te  of  what  you are  

suggest ing to us?  They actual ly  show that  you were st i l l  10 

very f r iendly towards Mr Mat la la.   Do you accept  that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Fr iendly but  not  c lose.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Do you accept  that  they show that  you 

were f r iendly towards h im?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  accept  that  I  was st i l l  ta lk ing to h im.  

CHAIRPERSON :    In  a f r iendly manner.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Of  course we are not  f ight ing,  

Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Do you accept  that  you are 

communicat ing wi th h im in  a f r iendly manner?   20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  accept  I  was communicat ing wi th 

h im in  a f r iendly manner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  fo l low up on that?  Do you accept  

that  f rom page 28 up to where Ms Hassim is ,  i t  shows that  
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you are communicat ing wi th h im a  lo t?  A lo t .   And i f  you 

want  to  check,  you are f ree to do that .   You can go to page 

28.   I t  is  that  message about  General  Mkhwanazi  and the 

DPCI.   You go to  the next  page.   There are two WhatsApp 

messages.   One of  them is f rom h im saying good morning.   

You respond,  see you at  20:00.   Next  page,  Mr Mat la la  

wr i tes once at  page 30.   You are there th ree t imes.   You are  

there.   Here you say the next  one,  you send that  document  

that  we d iscussed,  that  th ick document .   You have an 

audio/v ideo cal l .   And then you say:  10 

“Brother ,  d id you f ind the guys?”  

You te l l  us you do not  remember what  th is  is  about .   And 

the last  one,  i t  is  you again.   You go to the next  page,  i t  is  

you again.   No,  Mr Mat la la,  i t  is  you.   You go to the next  

one at  the top,  i t  is  you.   Mr Mat la la once.   The next  one is  

you.   The next  one is  Mr  Mat la la.   The next  one is  you.   

Next  page,  two messages,  both f rom you.   Next  page,  34,  i t  

is  you.   Mr Mat la la,  Mr Mat la la,  you.   Mr Mat la la,  you.   Mr 

Mat la la,  you.   Next  page,  Mr Mat la la,  you,  Mr Mat la la,  you,  

and then you again.    20 

 Page 36,  the same pat te rn.   I t  is  you,  Mr Mat la la,  

you,  Mr Mat la la,  Mr Mat la la,  you,  you.   And the next  page,  i t  

is  you.   And then we are  at  page 38.   Mr Mat la la twice.   I t  is  

you three t imes.   And then i t  is  Mr Mat la la twice.   That  is  a 

lo t .   Ja,  throughout ,  up to where we are,  you are 
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communicat ing a lo t  wi th  Mr Mat la la,  and you say you want 

to  terminate the re lat ionship.   That  does not  bear i t  out .   I t  

shows someone who is  st i l l  c losely involved wi th Mr 

Mat la la.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    [No response] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Do you wish to comment ,  General?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No comment .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  thank you.   Ms Hassim?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    The second document  that  you 

…[intervenes] .  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Before you do that ,  I  would l ike  to  ta lk  

about  th is  f i rs t  document .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Oh,  yes.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   The document  that  is  about  the  

business of  Min is ter  Mchunu,  you say i t  is  sent  –  you seem 

to accept  that  Mr Mat la la sent  i t  to  you as you are in  a  

meet ing wi th h im.   That  is  how I  understood your d iscussion 

wi th Ms Hassim.   Am I  correct  in  that  understanding?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    As i t  was g iven to me,  I  see the way 

these th ings are.   I  say,  yes,  Mr Mat la la …[ intervenes] .  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    You accept  that  at  that  t ime you were  

st i l l  in  the meet ing,  okay.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Because,  you know,  Commissioners,  

a t  one stage,  when one look at  these th ings,  they leave 

somet imes much to be desi red for .   These messages,  
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accord ing to what  I  heard,  is  a download,  and then f rom 

there they d id the  screenshots.   These messages.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    What  a re you saying about  i t?   Let  me 

understand.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Somet imes one might  have to have a 

problem wi th the messages,  because somet imes they say i t  

is  a  download and screenshots  messages.   Maybe the 

evidence leader might  assist  us,  that  how did they ret r ieve  

th is  in format ion f rom the cel l  phones.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  no.   I  am s t i l l  having the d iscussion  10 

wi th you.   You have test i f ied that  you d id receive th is ,  but  

you d id not  open i t .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  that  i s  a l l  I  am checking.   That  you 

are in  a meet ing,  he sent  you th is ,  you have admit ted to us 

that  you received th is ,  but  you say that  I  d id  not  open i t .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   Do you know why Mr Mat la la,  as 

you are s i t t ing w i th h im in  a meet ing,  why he wou ld send 

you a document  that  re lates to  the business of  Min ister  20 

Mchunu?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  know.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    You do not  know?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  know.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    And you say you were not  d iscussing,  
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you are te l l ing the Commission that  that  document ,  you 

were not  d iscussing anyth ing to  do wi th Mr Mchunu 's  

business or  Mr Mchunu when he sent  that  document .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  correct ,  Commissioners.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    And you were not  cur ious in  that  

meet ing what  document  he has sent  you.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  was not  cur ious.   I  d id  not  open th is  

document ,  Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    You d id not  open i t?    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No.    10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   I  must  say I  th ink i t  is  improbable 

that  you are s i t t ing wi th a person in  a meet ing and they 

send you a document  and they do not  say anyth ing  to you 

about  i t .   There is  no d iscussion between you where they 

te l l  you,  I  am sending you th is  document  as I  am s i t t ing wi th 

you.   I  th ink i t  i s  very hard  to bel ieve that  anyth ing l ike  that  

would happen,  and you do not  ask,  that  you have just  sent  

me something,  what  is  i t?   I t  is  real ly  improbable ,  and I  

want  to  propose i t  d id  not  happen that  way.   You knew as 

he sent  i t  to  you at  that  t ime what  i t  is  that  he is  sending to 20 

you.   Do you have any comment?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  not  know,  Commissioners .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight .   Thank you.   Ms Hassim?   

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  Ms Hassim,  le t  us take a body 

break,  p lease.   But  we would l i ke to  see counsel .   Let  me 
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not  ind icate what  t ime we wi l l  be back.   We wi l l  just  get  Mr  

–  I  do not  see h im –  to  come indicate that  we are coming 

back.   Let  us adjourn and le t  us quick ly see counsel .   Let  us 

adjourn.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

MALE SPEAKER :    I t  seems we are ready to resume,  ce l l  

phones of f  p lease.    

CHAIRPERSON :    As we ind icated to counsel  outs ide we 

wi l l  ad journ at  17:00.    10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    General ,  we were deal ing wi th page 38 

and we deal t  wi th  the f i rs t  document  that  was shared wi th 

you that  we have looked at .  which was the Senzo and 

Thembeka Mchunu Foundat ion company in format ion.   And 

you said that  that  was sent  to  you whi le  you were meet ing,  

but  that  you d id not  look at  the document .   That  was sent  to  

you at  16:32:07.   So there were th ree documents that  were  

sent  immediate ly a l l  a t  exact ly  the same t ime,  

s imul taneously.   The second one is  at tached here as SEN4 

and that  i s  on page 201.   Can you turn to  that  p lease?  Do 20 

you have i t?   Page 201.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    200 and?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    2-0-1.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    201? 

ADV HASSIM SC :    201,  yes.    
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    On which f i le?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  the same f i le .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    201? 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay.   I  am a t  201.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Advocate Hassim,  201 or  291?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  am sorry.   I t  is  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    291.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Very la te in  the day.   My eyesight ,  i t  is  

291.   Thank you very much,  Commissioner Khumalo.   10 

Apologies,  General ,  291.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  I  see i t .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So you wi l l  see th is  is  a 

document  that  i s  marked st r i c t ly  conf ident ia l  a t  the top and 

i t  says conf ident ia l  in format ion  concern ing  the ident i ty  of  

the President  and then i t  has in format ion re lat ing to  

President  Ramaphosa.   Do you see that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see the document ,  Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So why d id he send th is  to  you?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  a lso do not  know and i f  he sent  i t  to 20 

me,  I  d id  not  open.   I f  he sent  i t  to  me,  I  d id  not  open i t .   

You know these documents,  when I  look at  them now,  

because i t  is  now that  I  see the  contents,  I  wou ld have 

reported th is  to  my pr inc ipal .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you would have reported th is  to  your  
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pr inc ipal?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  because i t  is  unusual  that  a 

pr ivate person can have these documents.   So I  d id  not  

open them, I  d id  not  know what  was ins ide,  but  i f  I  knew,  

Commissioners,  def in i te ly  I  would have wr i t ten an 

in format ion note to  my superv isor  in forming h im about  th is  

what  I  have just  d iscovered wi th a  person of  so -and-so,  Mr 

Mat la la.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you are saying that ,  again,  you are 

saying in  the meet ing where he sends you s imul taneously  10 

these documents,  he does not  say anyth ing to you about  

what  he is  sending to you,  you have no d iscussion about  i t  

in  the course of  the meet ing,  and you have no d iscussion  

about  i t  a f ter  the meet ing e i ther?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.   I  d id 

not  read i t .   I f  I  read i t ,  the communicat ion af te r  that  was 

going to be there about  i t ,  but  I  was going to wr i te  an 

in format ion note to  my superv isor  in  o rder  for  act ion to be  

taken,  what  needs to  be taken.   Invest igat ions 

…[intervenes] .   20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  Ms Hassim,  there are actual ly  two 

th ings that  ar ise f rom th is ,  and one is  what  Ms Hassim has 

referred to,  which  is  he d id not  te l l  you what  th is  was.   The 

second th ing is ,  d id  he te l l  you anyth ing at  a l l  wi th  regard to  

sending these documents?  This i s  actual ly  a quest ion that  
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my col league,  Commissioner Baloy i ,  asked,  but  I  just  want  

c la r i ty  on i t  and to say we just  must  be c lear  what  you say 

about  these two th ings.   You have responded to the one 

that  Ms Hassim is  ra is ing,  but  I  want  to  know,  d id Mr  

Mat la la say to you,  my brother ,  I  am now sending you 

something?  Did he say that  at  a l l  as you were s i t t ing  there?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    So you are s i t t ing there,  you are at  a  

meet ing,  you are d iscussing whatever i t  is  you are 

d iscussing,  so he s i lent ly  just  sends you these documents,  10 

these three documents,  and he is  complete ly mum about  

them? 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  he wi l l  be the one who 

wi l l  answer why d id he send i t  to  me.   I t  is  unfor tunate I  

never happened to open and read th is  document  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  no,  no,  no,  no,  p lease,  I  am not 

asking you about  opening.   I  am asking you now about  the 

two of  you s i t t ing together ,  having a d iscussion at  a  

meet ing,  and he sends you these,  he is  s i lent ,  complete ly 20 

s i lent ,  he does not  even say p lease have a look,  I  have just  

sent  you something,  o r  I  have sent  you something ,  p lease 

have a look when you f ind t ime.   Noth ing l i ke that .   He just  

sends them, he is  s i lent  about  them.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.    
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CHAIRPERSON :    I  wi l l  say to you that  is  to ta l ly ,  to ta l ly  

improbable,  General .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    You see,  th is  one,  Commissioner,  I  

would have taken act ion.   This …[ in tervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  wi l l  suggest  to  you that  you say what  

you are saying,  which is  that ,  one,  he was complete ly s i lent  

about  sending you something,  and two,  you d id not  read i t .   

You are saying a l l  those th ings exact ly  because you real ise 

that  you def in i te ly  ought  to  have done something about  th is  

“s t r i c t l y  conf ident ia l ”  document .   That  is  why you are 10 

saying,  one,  he  d id  not  say I  am now sending you a 

document ,  and two,  you are say ing I  never read these 

at tachments.   You are  saying that  because th is  i s  s ta r ing  

you in  the eye,  and you cannot  say I  d id  read th is  and d id 

noth ing about  i t .   That  is  why you are saying what  you are 

saying.   What  do you say to that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  I  d id  not  read i t ,  and 

he never to ld me he is  sending me th is  document .   I  saw the 

document  came in.   I  never read i t .   A f ter  our  meet ing,  I  get  

in to the car ,  I  went  home.   I  am saying because I  happened 20 

to see the actual  contents when the Commission 's a t torneys 

have sent  us th is  th ing.   But  p r io r  to  that ,  I  d id  no t  know 

what  a re the contents of  these messages he sent  me,  these 

documents.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Are there many other  messages f rom him 
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that  you never read?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  these th ree.    

CHAIRPERSON :    These three?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja.  

CHAIRPERSON :    That  i s  very in terest ing.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  these three,  Commissioners,  and 

that  I  can recol lec t  that  …[ intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    That  i s  very in terest ing.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja.   These three,  Commissioners,  I  

have never read,  and now I  am advised they were  sent  to  10 

me,  but  I  never read i t .   I f  I  read i t ,  Commissioner,  I  would  

have wr i t ten a report  recommending invest igat ion.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A t  the r i sk of  repeat ing mysel f ,  i t  is  just  

not  the natura l  th ing for  people.   You are s i t t ing together ,  

someone sneaki ly  sends you a text  and i t  is  mum about  i t .   

That  is  just ,  i t  is  odd.   I  am not  saying,  I  am not  

d iscount ing,  100% discount ing the possib i l i ty  that  some 

people might  do that ,  but  i t  i s  not  the natura l  way in  which 

people re late.    

 When a person is  sending you something and they 20 

are wi th you,  they wi l l  say,  I  am now sending you X 

document .   P lease have a look.   I f ,  for  example,  they know 

i t  is  something short ,  they could even say that  whi ls t  we are 

s i t t ing  together .   Or they may say,  p lease have a look when 

you have t ime.   But  one,  to  be s i lent  about  i t ,  and then 
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co inc identa l l y ,  you a lso not  reading i t  a t  a l l .   I  wi l l  leave i t  

a t  that .   Yes,  Ms Hassim.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Let  me add another  improbabi l i t y  to  

what  i s  being put  to  you by the Chai r .   I t  is  that  you do not  

ask h im.   You are s i t t ing wi th h im.   You do not  say,  what 

have you just  sent  me?  I t  is  improbable that  happened.   I t  

is  unbel ievable that  human conduct ,  that  i t  is  consistent  

wi th  normal  human conduct .   You are s i t t ing wi th a  person 

in  a meet ing.   You te l l  us you are not  d iscussing anyth ing  

that  comes out  of  th is ,  which,  by the way,  in  the i r  content ,  10 

are cont rovers ia l .    

 They are cont rovers ia l .   Why would he te l l  you  

about  these th ings?  What  were you d iscussing wi th h im?  

So these are not  benign documents.   These are documents 

and thei r  content  are cont rovers ia l .   You say,  wel l ,  he sent  

them to me.   I  saw them coming.   And I  want  to  correct  what  

you said ear l ier ,  General ,  when you say I  am being advised 

they were sent .   No,  your  ev idence is  they came in as  I  was 

s i t t ing in  the meet ing.   I  saw them and I  got  in to my car  and 

I  le f t .   So you received them.  20 

 The fur ther  improbabi l i ty  that  I  am adding is  that  

you do not  ask h im,  what  have you just  sent  me?  Unless 

you knew what  he has sent  you.   That  is  the most  

reasonable explanat ion.   You d id not  ask.   He d id not  te l l  

you because you knew what  i t  is  that  he is  sending you.    
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  not  know,  Commissioner,  what  is  

i t  that  he was sending me.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  you said that .   Thank you.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Just  to  go back to these documents,  I  

am going to go to the next  document  and then ask fur ther  

quest ions about  th is .   So i f  the Commission just  g ive me a  

l i t t le  b i t  o f  space to do that .   The next  document  i s  SCN5,  

page 295 and i t  is  an ar t ic le .   This i s  a media ar t i c le .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Two? 

ADV HASSIM SC :    295.   I t  is  a  news report  regard ing 10 

corrupt ion in  the Rustenburg Munic ipal i t y .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You see that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And now th is  document  was a lso  

sent  s imul taneously wi th the other  two.   So your answer is  

the same in respect  of  th is  as wi th the other  two?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So can you expla in to  the Commission  

why you d id not  deal  wi th  th is  in  your  statement?  You now 20 

hear in  response to the quest ions,  you are saying that  you 

d id not  see th is  and i f  you had seen i t ,  you d id not  open 

them.  I f  you had opened them, you would have taken steps.   

But  you do not  address any of  that .   That  ev idence,  that  

answer,  that  response is  nowhere in  your  statement .   Why 
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d id  you not  address th is  in  your  sta tement?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  because I  was not ,  I  d id  not  read 

them.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You d id not  read i t  even in  preparat ion  

for  your  statement ,  your  wr i t ten sta tement?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    This you gave us af ter  we have 

a l ready submit ted  our  statement .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  is  not  t rue .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay,  I  wi l l  prove to you.   Dur ing,  I  

th ink on Sunday,  Sunday they sent  documents  to  my 10 

at torneys.   I  was s i t t ing there.   They were supposed to  

del iver  documents th is  past  Sunday.   A l ready,  I  th ink my 

af f idavi t  was in  i f  my memory served me wel l .   Can I ,  

because now even i f  I  request  to  consul t ,  I  do  not  know i f  I  

wi l l  be a l lowed because I  want  to  show the Commissioner 

and my at torneys something here on these documents and 

a lso here so that  I  can get  a c lar i ty .   But  the documents  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    General ,  I  have got  to  in tervene 

because th is  is  d is ingenuous.   What  you are saying  is  th is  20 

f i le ,  that  is  cor rec t ,  th is  exhib i t  f i le  you received a few days 

ago.   But  the contents,  th is  document  was provided to you 

last  year .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Wi th the Rule  53,  Rule 3.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Last  year ,  i t  was in  response to the 
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Rule 3.   I t  was in  response to correspondence f rom your 

s ide asking fo r  fu r ther  in format ion.   A l l  o f  these annexures 

were provided to  you before your  statement .   That  is  why 

you were able to  respond to cer ta in other  th ings in  your  

statement .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I f ,  Commiss ioners,  i t  is  a l leged that  

these th ings were sent  to  me last  year ,  these are the 

documents that  –  th is  document  that  I  am having now here  

is  the document  that  was sent  to  me wi th Rule 3 last  year .   

This one that  I  am having.   Because I  was looking in to  10 

these th ings,  and then I  am looking for  something here that  

I  want  to  show the Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    We wi l l  prove to you that  you received i t  

before your statement .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  can I  be a l lowed to 

a lso respond?  Otherwise,  i f  I  am not  a l lowed to respond,  I  

fee l  that  I  am not  protected.    

CHAIRPERSON :    P lease respond,  General .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Can I  ta lk  to  my counsel  and show 

them th is,  then I  wi l l  br ing i t  to  the Commissioners and 20 

remind them that  th is  i s  what  I  am ta lk ing to?  P lease?   

CHAIRPERSON :    Do you not  want  to  just  a r t icu late the 

point  that  you are  ar t icu lat ing?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Are you not  able  to  ar t i cu late i t  such that  
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we understand the point  you are making,  General?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes,  yes.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  want  to  br ing i t  to  you so that  you 

can have a look a t  i t .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.   Or to  us,  ja ,  f ine.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  I  wi l l  br ing i t .   I  wi l l  br ing i t ,  

Commissioners.   I  want  you to show them th is p ic tu re.   Can 

I  request ,  Commissioners,  that  the very same documents 

must  be shown to  my at torneys?   10 

CHAIRPERSON :    What  we have observed is  that  there  

appears to  have been texts,  WhatsApp texts,  but  everyth ing 

is  redacted.   That  is  what  we see here.   I  do not  know 

whether  that  is  what  you want  us to  observe,  General .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Further  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja,  ja ,  le t  us leave i t  there.   Let  me just  

s tate what  we observed here.   Yes,  General ,  what  point  do 

you want  to  make about  what  you just  showed us?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Here,  I  am able to  see at  the  bot tom,  

date 13-04-2025,  16:31.   I t  corre lates wi th SEN5,  page 39.   20 

On top,  again,  i t  cor re lates wi th …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  before you move,  p lease.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    SEN5 is  on  page 295.   So when you 

say 39,  i t  is  39 of  which annexure?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    My apologies,  Commissioners.   38,  
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sorry.   Not  SEN5,  but  on page 39 is  Annexure SEN5,  which  

is  on the page tha t  the Commissioners ind icated.    

CHAIRPERSON :    So in  the texts,  a re you saying we look at  

page 39?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    From 38,  Commissioners.    

CHAIRPERSON :    From 38.   Okay.   And then,  so you say 

what  you showed us cor re lates wi th  what  is  on page 38?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The dates.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    And th is  document  goes hand in  hand 10 

wi th th is  one.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    This is  the document  that  the 

advocate says I  received last  year .   So what  you say you 

received was that  document  …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Where a l l  the tex ts are redacted?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Not  a l l  o f  them.  Some,  the redact ion 

is  on the cel lu lar  phone.   I t  was h ighl ighted –  how do I  put  

i t?   I t  was h ighl ighted in  b lack,  which i t  p revented one to 20 

see the cel lu la r  te lephone numbers.   This is  the document  

that  I  have received wi th Rule 3 of  the Commission,  wi th  the  

a l legat ions,  wi th  the t ranscr ip ts of  three pages of  General  

Khumalo f rom the Commission,  and then f rom there I  

inst ructed my at to rneys.    
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 Then the documents,  these ones that  are wi th these 

documents on the  200 and something,  the ones that  we just  

deal t  wi th ,  these f i les were sent  e lect ronica l l y  on Sunday.   I  

had to s i t  wi th  my at to rneys at  h is  of f ices.   And then we 

wai ted,  and then the f i les  never ar r ived because there were 

correspondences between the at to rneys of  the Commission  

and my at torney.   Up unt i l  Monday,  these f i les,  we were 

promised they would come,  and they never came.   And 

these documents,  th is  one,  I  th ink we eventual ly ,  they sent  

an e lect ronic one,  but  cer ta in th ings could not  be opened, 10 

and they promised us to send hardcopies l ike I  am having 

here,  of  which i t  d id  not  happen.    

 But  coming back to what  I  showed the  

Commissioners,  th is  th ing,  the way i t  is ,  Commissioners,  i t  

leaves a lo t  to  be desi red for .   When you download the  

phone,  you use a sof tware tha t  is  ca l led  XRY.   You 

download the phone,  i t  wi l l  te l l  you everyth ing.   You wi l l  see 

which …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  do not  th ink we need to get  in to that  

deta i l .  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  want  to  expla in  th is ,  

Commissioners.   I f  I  am not  g iven the opportuni ty  to  expla in  

th is ,  then I  th ink  whatever is  happening wi th me wi l l  be 

tota l ly  unfa i r .    

CHAIRPERSON :    What  is  the process of  how th is  
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in format ion gets ext racted f rom the phone …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am saying …[ intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    What  is  the re levance of  that  to  whatever 

point  you want  to  make about  what  appears to  be a 

redacted document?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am saying  th is  document ,  I  suspect  

i t  has been f idd led wi th,  th is  document .  

CHAIRPERSON :    And you say tha t  for  the f i rs t  t ime when 

you are being asked the probing quest ions?  You say you 

received that  last  year ,  and your s tatement  which was due 10 

when?  Qui te some t ime back,  I  th ink,  and which was 

received?  When was your statement  received,  do you 

know?  By the Commission.   Ms Hassim?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    An unsigned vers ion was received very  

la te.   I t  was due on the 16 t h  o f  January,  we received i t  on 

the 22 n d  unsigned,  and a s igned vers ion on the  23 r d  o f  

January.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   You accept  the correctness of  that ,  

Ms Maf isa?   

MS MAFISA :    Chairperson …[ intervenes] .   20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  the deta i l  about  the receipt  o f  the 

statement  by the Commission.  

MS MAFISA :    Yes,  the statement  was sent  on the 22 n d ,  and 

then –  sorry,  Chai rperson,  what  was the second quest ion?   

CHAIRPERSON :    Maybe le t  us leave i t ,  le t  us leave i t .   
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What  I  wanted to  get  at  is  you say,  General ,  you received 

what  you just  showed us last  year ,  correct?   The 

Commission rece ived your statement  a few days back,  

correct?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    And your statement  says noth ing about  

what  you are now for  the f i rs t  t ime want ing to te l l  us ,  which  

is  that  you are basica l l y  query ing  the contents of  the  texts 

based on the process in  accordance wi th which texts are  

ext racted f rom cel l  phones.   So what  I  am saying  is ,  you 10 

received that  last  year ,  and you are saying that  on ly now,  

when you are being asked probing quest ions,  you have not  

ra ised i t  in  your  statement ,  and at  no point ,  a t  no other  

point  have you ra ised that .   Why is  that  so?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  thought  I  would ra ise i t  to  the  

Commission.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Was the ear l iest  po int  not  when you 

prepared your statement?  Ought  you not  to  have ra ised i t  

in  your  statement?  Why is  i t  tha t  you are ra is ing  i t  on ly 

now?   20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    This one wi th  these d isc losures,  when 

we submit ted my statement  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am sorry?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    This f i le  wi th  the d isc losures of  these 

messages that  were sent ,  the d isc losures.   
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CHAIRPERSON :    What  about  them?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    We got  i t  on Sunday,  through what  

you cal l  –  is  i t  Sunday when they sent  the f i le  v ia  emai l ,  the  

documents v ia emai l?   And th is  one,  I  received i t  when I  

ar r ived here yesterday.    

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am asking you about  the one that  you 

received last  year  and which you say is  doctored.   That  is  

what  I  am asking you about .   I  am not  asking you about  

what  you received recent ly .   Why is  i t  that  in  your  statement  

you d id not  say,  last  year  I  was g iven a document  that  10 

purpor ted to be texts?  Actual ly ,  those purpor ted texts are 

doctored.   Why d id you not  say i t  a t  the la test  in  your  

statement?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Maybe i t  might  be an error  that  I  d id  

not  do th is ,  because I  thought  when I  come here,  whatever  

wi l l  be received wi l l  be l ike th is .   I t  wi l l  be the same l i ke  

th is .   Now I  see i t  is  not  the same.   Here,  i t  is  open ing up.   

I t  has opened up.   Here,  i t  has been h idden.   That  is  why I  

am ra is ing i t  now wi th the Commissioners,  because now I  

remember I  am having th is  document ,  then I  just  took i t  20 

f rom my bag.   But  th is  i s  the  document  that  i t  was sent  to  

me wi th the Rule  3.   I f  we can go back to those emai ls  of  

Rule 3 that  were  sent  to  me before I  inst ruct  my at torney,  

th is  document ,  i t  wi l l  be l ike th is .   That  is  why I  am ra is ing i t  

now.    
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CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  General .   Ms Hassim?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Chai r ,  i t  is  such an ext raord inary turn of  

events,  because I  am t ry ing to f ind the ru l ing.   The Chai r  

may recal l  that  in  November,  General  Senona was here.   I  

was not  present  on that  day,  but  we do have the t ranscr ip t  

o f  the ru l ing in  our  f i les,  i f  I  could just  get  the reference,  

p lease,  in  which there was d iscussion about  documents that  

the wi tness requi red in  order  to  come and g ive h is ev idence 

here.   I f  you reca l l ,  he was due to g ive h is ev idence at  the  

end of  November last  year .  10 

 In  the ru l ing and between the counsel  teams,  i t  was 

agreed that  at  that  point ,  a l l  in format ion that  had been 

requested was now in the possession of  the wi tness.   So,  in 

fact ,  the ru l ing says:  

“ I t  is  recorded that  General  Senona is  in  

possession of  a l l  documents emanat ing  

f rom the Commission that  he requ i res to  

consider  for  the  purposes of  prepar ing 

his wi tness statement . ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    But  as I  unders tand i t ,  Ms Hass im,  h is  20 

point  is  that  is  one of  the documents he received,  and what  

you have just  read now may wel l  have been referr ing to th is  

very document  that  is  basica l ly  b lank.   And that  when you 

said that ,  that  is  he has received everyth ing that  he 

requi res.   By tha t ,  he meant  even receiv ing that  which is  
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b lank.   From where he was s i t t ing,  he may wel l  not  have 

known how and for  what  purpose that  b lank document  was 

going to be used for .   So,  I  guess the point  o f  substance is ,  

d id  the evidence leaders fu rn ish h im or  the Commission 's 

at torneys furn ish h im wi th  that  b lank document?  And i f  so,  

to  what  end?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  would have to enqui re why that  

par t icu lar  document  was sent .   But  as for  send ing the  

in format ion that  is  re levant  fo r  the purposes of  the 

statement ,  i t  was c lear  f rom the ru l ing,  because there had 10 

been a d iscussion and a meet ing at  that  t ime wi th the 

evidence leader who was present  and the legal  team for  the 

wi tness.   There was a d iscussion about  the documents and 

what  was requi red pr ior  to  the ru l ing being made and that  

was the agreement  that  we had come to.   So,  there are two 

separate issues here.   I  do not  know about  th is  document  

that  the General  i s  waving around.  

MS MAFISA :    Chai rperson?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ms Hassim,  maybe another  quest ion or  

another  way of  asking the same quest ion of  the 20 

Chai rperson,  i f  i t  is  not  a d i f fe rent  quest ion,  i s  whether  

whatever he was g iven,  that  General  Senona was g iven in  

November or  ear l ier  last  year ,  d id i t  inc lude these 

annexures?  So,  what  he has g iven us,  the reduct ion does 

not  te l l  you.    
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 And h is compla int  is ,  but  that  is  what  I  got .   He d id  

not  have these annexures.   That  i s  how I  am understanding 

h im.   And so the  quest ion is ,  when mater ia l  was g iven to 

h im,  whether  e lect ronica l ly  or  in  hardcopy,  d id i t  inc lude 

these three annexures?  And that  is  a re levant  quest ion  

because he is  be ing text  on,  he d id not  address th is  in  h is  

statement .   And basica l ly  what  he  is  saying is ,  I  could not  

have addressed i t  because I  d id  not  have these annexures.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    My understanding is  that  he was 

provided wi th the chats and the annexures,  and I  am asking 10 

the at torney to just  look fo r  the record of  that .   But  I  do not  

have i t  in  f ront  o f  me now to be able to  def in i t ive ly  say to  

you on th is  date  or  what  happened.   And i t  was never 

brought  to  my at tent ion at  any point  that  he was not  in  

possession of  these annexures unt i l  now.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Perhaps then in  that  case,  you have to 

pen your d iscuss ion wi th h im about  not  having addressed 

th is  in  h is  statement  unt i l  you have ver i f ied.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  am happy to do that  because 

…[intervenes] .   20 

CHAIRPERSON :    I  guess I  should be the one penning 

because I  am the one who asked the quest ion.   I  wi l l  s top i t  

there,  asking quest ions a long why you are only ra is ing th is  

now,  General .   This has been going in to a l i t t le  b i t  more.   

But  what  I  would  want  to  p lace on record,  though,  is  that  
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what  you are being taken through now are your own texts,  

together  wi th Mr Mat la la.   And at  no point  f rom yesterday 

unt i l  now did I  ever  hear you say that  you are not  in  a  

posi t ion to deal  wi th  your own texts,  which  were  shared 

between you and Mr Mat la la.   I  thought  I  should just  p lace 

that  on record.   Yes,  Ms Hassim?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   So we wi l l  cont inue 

on the  basis  of  the chats and I  wi l l  ho ld my quest ion about  

why the statement  does not  dea l  wi th  these annexures,  

these par t i cu lar  three annexures that  we were just  10 

addressing.   But ,  General ,  what  we were saying was,  what  

you had said was,  you d id not  open these documents when 

Mr Mat la la sent  them to you.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And so you d id not  know what  they 

concerned.   He was s i t t ing wi th you when he sent  i t  to  you,  

but  he d id not  say anyth ing to you about  i t ,  why he is  

sending i t ,  correc t?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you d id not  ask h im e i ther?   20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You d id not  ask h im at  the t ime that  he 

was sending i t  and you were rece iv ing i t  wi th  h im,  nor  d id 

you ask h im at  any la ter  s tage?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.    
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So,  and you do meet  soon af ter  

that .   I f  we just  look at  page 39,  you say on the  14 t h  o f  

Apr i l :  

“Good morning,  my brother .   Can we 

please postpone our  Wednesday evening 

meet ing to Thursday?  I  mixed up the 

dates. ”  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    We never met .   I t  was a  

postponement  of  the meet ing,  that  one,  Commissioner.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  so you were due to meet .   So the 10 

14 t h  o f  Apr i l  was a Monday,  so you were due to meet  on the 

Wednesday and you said you asked h im to postpone i t  to 

the Thursday,  r ight?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and then the response f rom Mr  

Mat la la to  you is :  

“Okay,  thanks,  I  wi l l  le t  h im know. ”  

Who is  h im?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  know,  but  maybe you wi l l  

come and assist  us because,  as I  am saying,  I  cannot  recal l  20 

a l l  these th ings.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You do not  reca l l  who i t  is?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  was some person that  you were  

supposed to meet ,  but  you cannot  recal l  who i t  was?   
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  know.   Ja,  I  cannot  recal l  

who was,  what  is  th is  that  he said he wi l l  le t  h im know.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    But  do you accept  that  on h is response 

to you,  on th is  response,  you were supposed to meet  

somebody e lse,  to  have somebody e lse in  the meet ing?  

That  is  what  th is  conveys.   Your meet ing wi th h im was going 

to have somebody e lse,  and then you postpone,  you ask h im 

to postpone,  and then he says,  I  wi l l  le t  h im know.   Just  

f rom that ,  do  you accept  that  there was supposed to be 

somebody e lse in  the meet ing?  You just  do not  remember  10 

who?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  not  know i f  there was going to 

be somebody in  the meet ing.   I  know I  was going to meet  

wi th h im.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    And you d id not  ask h im,  who are you 

ta lk ing  about  when you say I  wi l l  le t  h im know?  You d id not  

ask h im that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   I t  is  unfor tunate when we ta lk  

on that  level .   We somet imes do not  ask too much and 

everyth ing,  but  as  for  me,  I  was supposed to meet  h im.    20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  General .   No,  General .   Mr  Mata la 

says I  wi l l  le t  h im know.   He does not  ment ion a name.   He 

just  says I  wi l l  le t  h im know.   So he is  responding to you.   A 

reasonable reading of  h is  emai l  i s  that  you know th is  other  

person that  i s  supposed to be there.   You know.   That  is  



    28 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 48 

Page 226  o f  229  

 

 

why he does not  g ive you names.   He does not  g ive you 

deta i ls .   He just  sa id,  okay,  I  w i l l  le t  h im know.   So a  

reasonable person reading th is  must  say that  General  

Senona knew who Mata la was ta lk ing about .   Otherwise,  Mr  

Mata la would have g iven you a long story.   He would have 

said,  oh,  I  was going to have so -and-so in  our  meet ing,  but  

now I  wi l l  le t  h im know.   He just  s imply says,  I  wi l l  le t  h im 

know.   You knew who i t  was he is  referr ing to,  and you are  

not  being honest  when you say you do not  know,  he must  

come and expla in.   You are just  s imply not  being honest  10 

wi th us.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Must  I  g ive an assumpt ion?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  I  am not  asking you fo r  

assumpt ions.   We do not  work wi th  assumpt ions.   We are a  

fact - f ind ing body.   You are choosing not  to  g ive  us the  

facts.   And the fact  is ,  and I  am put t ing to you,  that  the fact  

o f  th is  WhatsApp message f rom Mr Mata la,  when he says I  

wi l l  le t  h im know and does not  te l l  you who he is  ta lk ing  

about ,  the most  p robable and reasonable reading of  th is  is  

you knew who he is  ta lk ing about ,  and i f  you say to us as 20 

you do that  you d id not  know who he is  ta lk ing about ,  you 

are not  being honest .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  i f  I  cannot  recal l ,  I  

cannot  recal l  and I  do  not  know.   I  do not  know how,  I  am 

not  sure what  is  i t  that  I  must  respond on.   But  i f  one maybe 
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was unable to  consul t  wi th  h im,  maybe a  recol lect ion would 

have been here so that  I  can assist  the Commission.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    But ,  General ,  there is  a d i f ference 

between I  do not  recal l ,  I  do not  know,  or  I  do not  want  to  

te l l  you.   And I  am put t ing to you that  th is  I  do not  recal l  o r  I  

do not  know who he was ta lk ing about  in  fact ,  i t  is  I  do not  

want  to  te l l  you because you know.   The text  te l ls  us that  

you knew who he was ta lk ing about ,  o therwise you would 

have asked h im,  what  are you ta lk ing about?  I t  was 

supposed to be just  the two of  us.    10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  what  I  know,  I  am 

te l l ing  the Commissioner,  the Commissioners.   What  I  do  

not  know,  I  would  not  want  to  ta lk  about  something that  I  do 

not  know or  I  do not  remember.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   Thank you,  General .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    That  is  what  I  came here to do.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    To te l l  what  I  know.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  your  answers worry me 

because you have had a lo t  o f  t ime to th ink about  th is ,  and 20 

these are some of  the texts that  are refer red to in  your  

statement .   So we can te l l  f rom your statement  on page 18 

that  you have had th is  text  for  qui te  some t ime.   So you 

have had t ime to  th ink about  th is .   And to come here and 

say I  do not  remember,  ask Mata la,  how would  Mata la  
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remember i f  you do not  remember?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    He might  be lucky.   We might  be  

lucky he remembers,  Commissioners.   So i f  me,  I  do not  

remember,  maybe must  I  be cruci f ied?   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    No,  i t  is  no t  a sat is factory answer,  I  

am af ra id.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   I  see I  am 

being cruci f ied.    

CHAIRPERSON :    That  i s  not  the in tent ion.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  fee l .    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    That  i s  not  the in tent ion,  Genera l .   Ms 

Hassim,  Ms Maf isa,  i t  is  5  o 'c lock.   Let  us take the  

adjournment  at  th is  stage and resume at  09:30 tomorrow.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thanks,  Chai r .    

CHAIRPERSON :    See you at  09:30 tomorrow,  General .  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

 


