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PROCEEDINGS HELD ON 29 JANUARY 2026   

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning,  Ms Hassim,  good morning,  

Ms Maf isa .   

MS MAFISA :    Good morning,  Chai r .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Good morning,  Chai r .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  and good morning,  General .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Good morning,  Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning .   Ms Hassim,  I  am just  

th ink ing,  in  the in terest  of  t ime,  tha t  perhaps a lo t  o f  ground 

has been covered in  terms of  deal ing wi th the texts one by 10 

one.   I  wonder i f  i t  s t i l l  serves much purpose to deal  wi th  a l l  

one by one,  as i t  were,  and whether  you would not  want  to  

perhaps focus on speci f i c  ones that  you feel  you just  must  

deal  wi th .   I  do not  know what  your  response is .   Otherwise,  

we may be here for  two or  th ree more days.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   There is  qui te  a lo t  

in  those texts.  

CHAIRPERSON :    My most  s incere apologies to everybody.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Chai r ,  I  am not  going to go  through 

every  s ingle text ,  but  there are a few that  I  do  need to  20 

spend some t ime on .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  I  have a lso re - looked a t  what  

ground we have covered and wi l l  t ry  to  now just  focus on 

cer ta in issues and not  be as,  le t  me say,  deta i led as I  was 
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yesterday.    

CHAIRPERSON :    My col leagues a lso  whispered to me that  

you spoke to  e i ther  both of  them and fo r  whatever  reason 

you chose not  to  speak to me.   No,  no,  I  am k idding about  

the last  par t .   But  they te l l  me that  you said that  you are  

request ing that  unt i l  tea t ime,  we should t ry  not  to  be 

d is rupt ive to your  quest ions.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  do not  know …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  is  not  my faul t .   I t  is  not  my fau l t .   I t  is 

more my col leagues than me.  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Chai r ,  I  am obviously in  the hands of  

the Commission.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And I  wi l l  focus on cer ta in aspects of  

the chat .   And the a im is  for  us to  t ry  to  f in ish wi th in good 

t ime today.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  thank you very much.   Let  us star t .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thanks.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner?   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  General .    20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am having,  Commissioner,  a  request  

before we cont inue because yesterday we were  ta lk ing  

about  the issues of  receiv ing.    

CHAIRPERSON :    About  what?  About  what?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Issues of  me receiv ing and the delay  
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o f  receiv ing in format ion that  must  assist  me to prepare for  

the Commission.   And I  d id  not  have the opportuni ty  to  

address the Commissioners in  re lat ion to that .   So I  

therefore request  to  be of fered the opportuni ty  just  to  

i l lust rate our  in te ract ions wi th the  Commission 's at torneys  

that  to  show also the f rust rat ions that  I  went  through and up 

unt i l  I  come and appear here.   I  therefore request  i f  the 

Commissioners can be so k ind and a l low me to jus t  quick ly  

go over  that .  

CHAIRPERSON :    P lease do so,  General .   Thank you.    10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   I  th ink  

af ter  I  have rece ived the  Rule 3  whereby we received the  

document  and three pages of  t ranscr ip ts of  General  

Khumalo,  I  inst ructed my at to rneys  and then,  Commissioner ,  

on the 21 s t ,  on the le t ter  dated 21 s t ,  my at to rneys were  

ta lk ing to the Commission at torneys and the le t ter  was 

ta lk ing to the fo l lowing aspect s.   That :  

“Maj-Gen Senona is  unfor tunate ly  in  no 

posi t ion to g ive evidence on the 26 t h  o f  

November.   Maj -Gen Senona has been 20 

unfa i r l y  pre judiced th rough the  

deleter ious act ions of  your  of f i ce  and /or  

your  c l ient .   Should the Commission  

ins is t  on  Maj -Gen Senona g iv ing 

evidence on the  date conta ined in  the  
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subpoena,  same wi l l  amount  to  unfa i r  

hear ing.   As is  known,  on  9 October,  Maj -

Gen Senona received a  Rule-3 not ice 

accompanied by  four  pages of  L t -Gen 

Khumalo 's  t ranscr ip t  for  29 September.   

The not ice,  fur ther  accompanied by  

WhatsApp chats  a l legedly evidencing 

conversat ion between Maj -Gen Senona 

and Mr Vusimuzi  Mat la la,  WhatsApp 

chats were sent ,  a t tached SEN1 to  SEN7.   10 

On 17 October,  we addressed a le t ter  to  

the Commission  wherein we expressed 

our  c l ient 's  inabi l i ty  to  respond to  Rule -3  

not ice  because of  the insuf f ic ient  

in format ion documents provided.   We 

a lso requested that  we be furn ished wi th 

a l l  the re levant  ev idence in  the 

Commission 's possession fo r  the purpose 

of  our  c l ient 's  response.   On the 20 t h  o f  

October,  our  of f ices  fur ther  wrote  to  the  20 

Commission,  speci f i ca l l y  Ms Mar ie 

Walsner ,  request ing a fu l l  t ranscr ip t  o f  

L t -Gen Khumalo dated 29.   Ms Walsner  

rever ted wi th same on the event  date.   

On 6 November 2025,  a lmost  three weeks 
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s ince the t ransmission of  our  le t te r  dated 

17 October,  we st i l l  awai ted  your 

response to our  request  fo r  fur ther  

ev idence.   We wrote to  the Commission  

to enqui re as to the i r  response as a th ree 

week wai t  was hard ly unreasonab le.   On 

Sunday,  9 November 2025,  a few days 

short  o f  a  month f rom the date  of  our  

request ,  we f ina l l y  received the response 

of  refusing to  furn ish us wi th the 10 

requested in format ion.   The reasons were  

as fo l lows. ”  

Sor ry,  Commissioners:  

“We f ina l l y  received the response ,  

refusing to furn ish us wi th the requested 

in format ion.   The reasons were as  

fo l lows. ”  

I  am going to read th is :  

“The fu l l  extent  of  your  c l ient 's  

impl icat ion by  Lt -Gen Khumalo is  20 

conta ined wi th in  h is  o ra l  ev idence and 

support ing annexures is  a l ready before  

the Commission.   That  is  in  the t ranscr ip t  

accompanying annexures  which  have 

a l ready been provided to yoursel f  which 
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are publ ic ly  accessib le.   We rever ted to 

our  le t ter  dated 14 November 2025.   We 

c la r i f ied once again that  the evidence of  

L t -Gen Khumalo was insuf f ic ient  and he 

took i l l  and d id  not  address a l l  the 

WhatsApp chats concern ing your c l ient .   

We fur ther  in formed your of f ices that  the 

evidence as i t  re la tes to WhatsApp 

messages g iven by Wi tness X and 

L ieutenant  Khumalo in stead.   We pause 10 

to draw your a t tent ion to Wi tness X 

conf i rmat ion of  the above in  paragraph 

three of  her  statement  which states,  

General  Khumalo was only able to  

analyse and present  the contents of  one 

of  these chats  records  (Mr Mogots i ) ,  

before fa l l ing  ser iously i l l ,  which 

necessi ta ted the  adjournment  of  the 

proceedings on the th i rd day of  the 

evidence.   We mainta in our  posi t ion that  20 

evidence was insuf f i c ient .   We ins isted 

on receiv ing the statements  and 

annexures of  Wi tness X and Lt -Gen 

Khumalo and WhatsApp Annexures SEN1 

to SEN7 and the  t ranscr ip ts of  General  
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Khumalo on the  4 t h  and the 5 t h  o f  

November should they be re levant .   

K indly take note that  none o f  the 

requested documents were publ ic ly  

avai lab le at  a l l  re levant  t imes thereto.   

On 21 November 2025,  at  15 :35…” 

…[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Apologies ,  General .   Ms Maf isa,  Ms 

Hassim,  what  was the date when the General  appeared 

before us?  P lease remind me.    10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    What  is  your  da te of  the?   

CHAIRPERSON :    When the General  appeared before the 

Commission la te last  year .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    26 November.    

CHAIRPERSON :    26 November.   Yes.   General ,  everyth ing 

you are saying or  going through r ight  now predates 26 

November 2025 when you appeared before us and i f  you are 

ta lk ing unfa i rness and possib ly  not  having in format ion that  

you requi red,  my understanding ,  and th is  has been repeated 

before th is  Commission ,  is  that  at  some point  a f ter  a l l  o f  20 

what  you are refer r ing to,  a f ter  a l l  the correspondence in  

respect  of  which  you were compla in ing about  outstanding 

mater ia l ,  a t  some point  you said I  now have everyth ing and 

I  am ready for  the  Commission to proceed.    

 So the point  I  am making is  perhaps,  and I  am not  
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cut t ing you on the  point  you are making,  the point  o f  

substance.   I f  you can take i t  a f ter  the date,  i f  there is  

anyth ing at  a l l  to  say in  that  regard ,  may you p lease take i t  

a f ter  you had said now I  have everyth ing ?  But  before that  I  

am not  so sure where a l l  o f  th is  is  tak ing us.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you Commissioners.   I  have 

taken note of  tha t .   I  just  wanted to in form the Commission  

on record the chal lenges I  went  through even before I  

appeared on the  26 t h  o f  November where some of  the  

documents were  issued on the  very same day that  I  10 

appeared upon,  which for  me by then i t  was not .   Even the  

f i les that ,  Commissioners ,  we were requi red to receive over  

the weekend,  and then the Commissioners ’  a t torneys 

promised to del iver  those f i les at  my at torneys’  o f f ices,  of  

which i t  d id  not  happen.    

 A t  some stages i t  pre judiced one as a wi tness in  

the Commission to come and test i fy  o r  prepare.   So I  

wanted to br ing  that  under the at tent ion of  the Commission,  

that  in  one of  the Commissioners ’  ru l ing was that  a l l  

persons ment ioned before these Commissions,  pr ior  to  them 20 

being ment ioned,  they must  be in formed and provided wi th  

the re levant  documents and in format ion in  order  fo r  them to 

prepare,  and a fa i lu re to  do that  wi l l  have a pre judice on 

them.   

 I  th ink i t  is  your  good sel f ,  Commissioner,  when you 
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gave that  ru l ing ear l ier .   So I  wanted th is  to  be on record so 

that  the Commiss ioners must  know also the  chal lenges that  

I  have exper ienced.   Some of  the  documents ,  we received 

annexures on the  27 t h ,  Tuesday.   This morning we received 

an emai l  o f  another  document  of  which I  am not  sure I  am 

going to be  cross-examined by that  document  or  not ,  but  

these pract ices,  I  fee l  that  I  am being pre judiced.   I  thank 

you for  the opportuni ty ,  Commissioners.   Thank you very  

much.   That  is  what  I  wanted to h ighl ight .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you very  much,  10 

General .   General ,  le t  me for  a moment  leave as ide the  

document  that  you have just  ment ioned r ight  at  the ta i l  end.   

About  the rest  of  the documents,  those that  you say you had 

g iven fa i r l y  recent ly ,  I  d id  not  get  a sense,  not  f rom you,  not  

f rom Ms Maf isa ,  unt i l  now,  that  you were not  able 

meaningfu l l y  and ef fect ive ly to  par t i c ipate in  the  

proceedings of  the Commission.  

 I t  was only  yesterday that  fo r  the  f i rs t  t ime,  when 

you showed us the b lank or  redacted texts,  that  one got  a 

sense that  you were suggest ing  some unfa i rness.   But  20 

before that ,  there  was not  a h int  whatsoever that  you were  

not  able meaningfu l ly  and ef fect ive ly to  par t i c ipate  in  the  

proceedings.   Did  I  get  a wrong sense,  Ms Maf isa?   

MS MAFISA :    Chai rperson,  I  w i l l  gent ly  remind the 

Chai rperson and the Commissioners that  regard ing the one 
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o f  the occasions re lates to  the v ideo that  was p layed a 

couple  of  days ago of  the a l leged in ternal  meet ing  of  the 

SAPS.    

 I  s tated,  I  ra ther  objected,  that  we d id not  get  

enough t ime to actual ly  watch that  v ideo and to  fur ther  

consul t  wi th  the  c l ient .   And I  d id  state that  i t  unfa i r l y  

pre judices Maj -Gen Senona and a lso the legal  team, 

because we were unable to  watch that  ev idence and to even 

put  i t  or  rather  address i t  wi th in our  statement .   And I  do  

th ink that  i t  was unfa i r .  10 

 And just  regard ing some of  the documents that  we 

have received,  whether  i t  is  when we arr ived here  at  the 

Commission,  I  def in i te ly  do second what  Maj -Gen Senona is  

saying.   There were documents tha t  I  personal ly  received,  I  

th ink i t  was on Tuesday,  wi th  my at torney as wel l .   And I  

was qui te  upset  by that ,  Chai rperson,  because I  fee l  as 

though as a legal  representat ive,  my at torneys as wel l ,  we 

were not  g iven suf f ic ient  t ime to read through these 

documents.  

 And I  do not  th ink I  can say anyth ing bet ter  than 20 

what  Maj -Gen Senona has a l ready said,  but  for  the v ideo 

a lso just  ev idences the inabi l i ty  fo r  us as the legal  team to 

proper ly  prepare  and to proper ly  p repare wi th Maj -Gen 

Senona.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Ms Maf isa.   The General  i s  
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qu i te  correct  in  saying that  I  have emphasised that  th is  

Commission wants to  t reat  everybody appear ing before i t  

fa i r l y .   I t  is  not  i ts  in tent ion to pre judice anybody,  and I  

th ink I  actual ly  use that  word.   And th is  is  something  I  have 

expressed more  than once previously.   And I  have 

expressed i t  in  contexts that  d id not  re late to  speci f ic  

ind iv iduals.   I  would say that  of  th is  b roadly and genera l l y .   

I  cont inue to say that .    

 Now,  regard ing the v ideo which you g ive as an 

example in  responding to my quest ion whether  there have 10 

been any h ints of  pre judice,  I  wi l l  agree that  i t  was indeed 

and would have been pre judic ia l  to  General  Senona to be 

quest ioned in  connect ion wi th that  v ideo wi thout  h im having 

had suf f ic ient  t ime to consider  i t ,  and indeed wi thout  h is  

legal  representat ives having cons idered i t  and consul ted  

wi th h im about  i t .  

 But  in  that  regard ,  the real i ty  i s  that  that  v ideo was 

g iven to the General  and to the General 's  legal  

representat ives overn ight ,  for  them to consider  i t  overn ight .   

And the fo l lowing morning,  I  d id  not  –  and overn ight ,  I  d id  20 

not  get  to  hear that  there were st i l l  compla ints of  pre judice  

in  that  regard.    

 Yes,  you do ind icate your annoyance at  get t ing  

other  documents.   I  th ink you ment ioned even the 26 t h .   But  

that  takes us back to the point  I  made ear l ie r ,  which  is ,  was 
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the Commission advised that  there would be pre judice in  

respect  of  those?  I  am not  saying  i t  was not ,  but  I  do not  

recal l  that  i t  was.   I f  i t  was,  the probabi l i ty  i s  that  the 

Commission would have reacted in  a s imi lar  manner as i t  

d id  wi th the v ideo,  which is ,  in  respect  of  whatever  

documents you fe l t  the  General  would be pre judiced,  i t  

would,  i t  be ing the  Commission,  i t  would probably have 

reacted in  a s imi lar  manner.  

 But  as  I  say,  I  emphasise that  I  may wel l  be making 

a mistake in  saying that  you or  the General  d id not  a ler t  us 10 

to pre judice,  potent ia l  or  possib le  pre judice wi th regard to  

other  mater ia l  o ther  than the v ideo.   I ,  perhaps before you 

respond,  because I  saw your inst ruct ing at to rney whisper ing  

and you may want  to  respond,  perhaps before you do that ,  

le t  me just  inv i te  comment  f rom Ms Hassim.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   There is  qui te  a lo t  

that  has been said.   And,  you know,  the object ion was 

ra ised yesterday about  documents that  were apparent ly  not  

provided,  l i ke the  annexures,  which is  just  incor rect .   A l l  o f  

those documents  have been provided by 26 November at  20 

the request  of  the  wi tness 's legal  representat ives.  

 What  the wi tness and h is legal  representat ives 

fa i led to te l l  the Commission is  how delayed they were in  

provid ing the Commission wi th the i r  s tatement  to  enable us  

to f ina l i se our  preparat ion for  the hear ing.   And they 
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received numerous instances of  correspondence f rom us.   

At  one point ,  in  fact ,  having to warn them that  they were at  

r isk of  commit t ing an of fence under the Commission 's Act  

for  fa i l ing to comply wi th a deadl ine.  

 So i t  is  t rue that  there were cer ta in documents that  

only arr i ved,  that  we were only able to  provide to them over 

the weekend before coming here and ear ly  th is  week ,  but  no 

object ion was ra ised in  respect  of  those documents.   And 

those documents are documents that  are actual ly  wi th in the 

wi tness 's possess ion.   I t  is  not  documents he is  never seen 10 

before.    

 So i t  is  not  a surpr ise document  that  when I  say in  

h is  possession,  I  mean documents that  a re h is  documents in  

another  context ,  which we wi l l  obv iously get  to  when we go 

through evidence here.   But  the problem was never  ra ised.   

For  the f i rs t  t ime yesterday,  th is  compla int  was ra ised.   And 

I  th ink i t  is  ra ised belatedly.   I  th ink i t  is  dera i l ing us.   We 

have l imi ted t ime.   And unless there is  an issue that  needs 

to be resolved,  which I  do not  understand there to be,  I  

would suggest  that  we move forward.   A l l  o f  the  20 

documentat ion that  the wi tness needs,  he has.  

 Sor ry,  the last  th ing is  receiv ing the statement  la te  

real ly  d id pre judice  th is  team.  There is  a lo t  o f  in format ion  

to gather  in  o rder  to  present  and coord inate and col la te  

evidence to present  before the  Commission in  these 
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hear ings.    

CHAIRPERSON :    So are you saying that  the la teness of  

provid ing the General  wi th  the documents was as a resul t  o f  

the la teness of  h is  statement?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    We cer ta in ly  needed to see the  

statement  in  o rder  to  know where we were going to go  

u l t imate ly in  our  quest ion ing.   We could not  know that  unt i l  

we saw the statement .   So absolute ly ,  yes,  i t  d id .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  make me understand th is .   I f  you 

have the documents and you know or  possib ly  know that  10 

you are going to  be  using them, is  there  anyth ing  that  s tops 

the evidence leaders f rom f urn ish ing the other  s ide wi th the  

documents?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  Chai r .   We could not  know what  

avenues we needed to invest igate fur ther  unt i l  we received 

the statement .   So documents,  I  received possession of  

documents through my own enqui r ies  la te and only af ter  the  

statement  had been provided.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Any fur ther  submissions ,  Ms Hassim?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    No fur ther  submissions.    20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you.   Ms Maf isa?   

MS MAFISA :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   Perhaps maybe I  

must  f i rs t  s tar t  w i th  our  f i rs t ,  not  our  f i rs t  appearance,  but  

our  second appearance on the 26 t h  o f ,  27 t h  o f  January.   I  am 

a l i t t le  b i t  t i red,  Chai rperson.   But  on the 27 t h  o f  January,  
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we d id communicate to  the evidence leader.   I  speci f ica l l y  

communicated to  the evidence leader in  person that  the  

documents that  we received on that  par t i cu lar  day were,  i t  

was perhaps maybe unfa i r  to  g ive the legal  team those 

documents that  belatedly on Tuesday.  

 I  d id  not  have enough t ime to read through the  

documents.   My at torney d id not  have t ime to read through 

those documents and Maj -Gen Senona.   So I  would  l ike to  

make i t  qu i te  c lear  that  th is  was communicated in  person to 

the evidence leader when we received those documents.   10 

Then regard ing my learned senior 's  argument  that  a l l  o f  the 

documents had been received by the 26 t h  o f  November  

2025,  I  d ispute that .    

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am not  sure tha t  Ms Hassim said that .    

MS MAFISA :    Perhaps,  okay.   I f  Ms Hassim …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  th ink what  has been said,  even 

inc luding la te las t  year ,  is  that  at  some point  the General ,  

obviously th rough h is legal  representat ives,  communicated 

to the Commission that  he had now received everyth ing he 

wanted.   That  is  what  I  remember.   Not  that  a l l  the 20 

documents,  inc luding those that  were received only  on the  

26 t h ,  had been g iven to the General  last  year  a l ready.   I  d id  

not  understand Ms Hassim to say so.    

MS MAFISA :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   I  wi l l  a lso address 

that  par t icu lar  issue.   So I  do th ink  that  I  must  make i t  qu i te  
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c lear  a l l  o f  the documentat ion that  we actual ly  received 

f rom the 26 t h  o f  November,  and then I  wi l l  go af ter  the 26 t h  

o f  November.   I  do not  th ink i t  i s  necessary fo r  us to  do any 

of  the documents predat ing that .    

 But  on the 26 t h  o f  November,  the  only documents  

that  we st i l l  requi red,  Commissioners,  i s  SEN1 to SEN7.   So 

we duly received those.   We were g iven a memory st ick,  

and my at torney was able to  send the rest  of  the legal  team 

as wel l ,  SEN1 to SEN7.   So there is  no issue regard ing that .   

However,  yesterday,  ev idence was l ed on the WhatsApp 10 

chats,  unredacted WhatsApp chats.    

 As of  yesterday,  we had not  received the 

unredacted WhatsApp chats.   We conf i rmed that  we 

received SEN1 to SEN7,  but  the unredacted WhatsApp 

chats at tached to some of  those annexures,  we d id not  

actual ly  receive them.  And I  th ink that  is  what  Maj -Gen 

Senona was t ry ing to communicate yesterday,  when he 

h imsel f  ra ised tha t  par t i cu lar  object ion.    

CHAIRPERSON :    When d id you receive those fo r  the f i rs t  

t ime?  Because as the test imony was being g iven and as 20 

quest ions were being asked around those texts,  I  d id  not  

get  an impression  that  you d id not  have those texts in  f ront  

of  you.   So at  some point ,  you received them.  When d id 

you receive them?   

MS MAFISA :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   May I  qu ick ly  just  
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have a chat  with …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am asking th is  apropos your point ,  that  

you d id not  have them in an unredacted form.  

MS MAFISA :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sor t  o f  g iv ing the impression that  up to  

th is  point ,  you st i l l  do not  have them.   

MS MAFISA :    No.  

CHAIRPERSON :    So that  i s  why I  want  to  know what  

exact ly  you mean,  and at  what  point  d id you receive them?   

MS MAFISA :    Yes,  yes.   No,  no.   My apologies i f  i t  actual ly  10 

came across as that .   No,  no,  no ,  Chai rperson.   Perhaps 

maybe le t  me rephrase mysel f ,  or  just  proper ly  descr ibe to  

the Chai rperson the t rue facts.   So f rom,  we only received 

the unredacted WhatsApp chats.   I  th ink,  p lease,  I  must  be,  

perhaps maybe I  should be open to cor rect ion here,  but  i t  

was on Sunday,  Sunday in  the evening.   So we were in  

possession by the  t ime that  we came to the Commission.  

 But  th is  i s  the  issue.   Yesterday,  I  th ink a quest ion  

was asked,  and again,  Commissioners,  p lease correct  me i f  

I  am wrong,  why d id Maj -Gen Senona not  cover  cer ta in  20 

issues in  the sta tement?  And so  I  th ink even wi th these 

messages,  had we received them pr ior  to  Sunday,  because 

we submit ted our  statement  on Fr iday,  Thursday,  Thursday 

the 22 n d  o f  January,  we would have been able to  deal  wi th  

them proper ly  wi th in the statement .    
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 So that  i s  the only reason why I  am ment ioning th is  

issue of  the unredacted messages.   I t  d id  not  g ive  us an 

opportuni ty  to  deal  wi th  them correct ly  wi th in the statement .   

So when Maj -Gen Senona was quest ioned on these th ings,  

unfor tunate ly,  you know,  i t  was not  a l ready p laced wi th in  

the statement .   And I  rea l i sed f rom the Commissioners over  

the last  three days that  i t  is  qui te  important  to  deal  wi th  

cer ta in th ings wi th in the statement .  

 And so these are my submissions to the  

Commission.   Unless perhaps I  must  check to my at torney,  I  10 

might  forget  cer ta in th ings.   But  I  th ink that  i s  i t  for  me.   

Thank you,  Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sorry,  Chai r .    

MS MAFISA :    Sorry,  too.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.    

MS MAFISA :    Thank you.   Thank you.   I  just  forgot  to  

ment ion one poin t  just  regard ing the belated statement .   I  

would l ike to  apologise to the evidence leader and any 

pre judice that  may have caused to  the Commission.   I  must  

s tate that  on Fr iday,  when we were  f ina l is ing the sta tement ,  20 

I  just  now do not  recal l  the dates.   My apologies.    

 But  on Fr iday,  the 16 t h  o f  January ,  when we were  

supposed to submit  the statement ,  we had our  consul ta t ion  

wi th the c l ient  just  go ing through the statement .   He then 

in formed the lega l  team that  there  was another  imp l icat ion  
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by  Wi tness C.   Wi tness C had stated cer ta in th ings.   And 

so,  unfor tunate ly,  we d id not  want  to  submit  that  s ta tement  

pr ior  to  us actual ly  seeing what  Wi tness C had said,  just  in  

case the Commission actual ly  leads evidence on what  

Wi tness C has sta ted in  the statement .    

 So,  we d id address a le t ter  to  the Commission 's  

at torneys on Fr iday,  and I  wi l l  accept  that  i t  was qui te  

belatedly ,  and we do apologise for  that .   I t  was Fr iday 

somet ime in  the evening at  about  s ix ,  a f te r  we had missed 

the deadl ine.   We do accept  that  responsib i l i t y .   We 10 

addressed a le t te r  to  the Commiss ion saying that  i t  seems 

as i f  there is  another  wi tness that  may have impl ica ted Maj -

Gen Senona.   We would l ike to  receive a l i t t le  b i t  o f  t ime to  

consider  th is .    

 And I  hope now I  do  not  have my dates mixed up.   I  

do not  have the  correspondence before me ,  but  that  i s  

essent ia l l y  actual ly  what  we were  t ry ing to do.   We were 

t ry ing to f i rs t  read the documents concern ing Wi tness C.  

And I  th ink then we a lso sent  a le t ter  to  the Commission 's  

at torneys request ing the t ranscr ip ts and the re levant  20 

record ing that  Wi tness C had made ment ion  o f  in  the  

evidence,  so that  we can just  consider  a l l  o f  that .   I t  was 

not  avai lab le onl ine.  

 I  wi l l  say that  the Commission 's  at torneys,  they 

provided that  to  us very,  very quick ly  and they a lso assured 
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us that  Wi tness C 's evidence wou ld not  actual ly  be  used in  

Maj -Gen Senona 's leading of  ev idence or  even in  the  

probing.   And so then we endeavoured to,  I  th ink,  yes,  and 

then that  i s  when we submit ted the statement .  

 But  I  must  de f in i te ly  apologise for  belatedly  

submit t ing that  s tatement ,  because I  do understand the  

pre judice that  the  evidence leader and the team wi l l  have in  

c i rcumstances l i ke that ,  but  I  hope I  am not  going to be held 

to  some sor t  o f  gunpoint  jus t  regard ing the  dates.   

Genuinely,  I  do not  recal l  …[intervenes] .  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  no,  no.   Not  just  the dates,  no.    

MS MAFISA :    That  was just  the g ist ,  yes,  that  I  would l ike  

to  communicate to  the Commissioners.   I  do not  th ink there  

is  anyth ing e lse f rom our s ide.   Thank you.    

CHAIRPERSON :    There is  a lo t  o f  deta i l  there,  which I  

th ink Ms Hassim is  ent i t led to respond to.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  Chai r ,  the f i rs t  th ing is ,  yes,  we 

were in formed very la te.   And the request  was for  the 

record ing.   We responded immedia te ly  and we provided the 

t ranscr ip t  o f  Wi tness C,  even though we were not  in tending 20 

to re ly  on Wi tness C 's evidence for  the purposes of  

quest ion ing th is  w i tness.   We st i l l  p rovided the t ranscr ip t .    

 Despi te that ,  then the next  th ing that  happened was 

that  there was an undertaking that  the statement  would be 

provided to us by the 19 t h  to  the 20 t h .   That  was the  
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language,  19 to  20.   We granted an indulgence to the 

wi tness and wai ted unt i l  the 20 t h .   And on the 20 t h ,  there 

was no communicat ion f rom the wi tness 's at torneys as to 

why we st i l l  had not  received the statement  and we had to 

make a fu r ther  request .    

 And th is  is  par t i cu la r ly  in  l ight  of  the fact  that  there  

was noth ing more ,  g iven that  there  was no in format ion that  

was provided to the wi tness that  requi red fur ther  work on 

the statement .   I t  was just  inexpl icable.   And no explanat ion 

unt i l  now,  such that  i t  is ,  was provided as to why i t  was so  10 

la te.   So I  just  want  to  c la r i fy  that .   There was qui te  a lo t  o f  

correspondence and i t  was only on repeated pressing that  

we eventual ly  received the s igned statement  on the  Fr iday 

before the hear ing.    

 As fa r  as the quest ion ing yesterday that  Ms Maf isa  

said was unfa i r ,  because i t  re l ied  on in format ion that  had 

not  been provided to the wi tness before the statement ,  that  

is  factual ly  incorrect .   I t  is  factual ly  incor rect .   I  quest ioned 

the wi tness on an annexure to the WhatsApps  and the  

quest ion was,  why is  i t  we are get t ing a response now on 20 

the issue we were engaging on when i t  was not  in  the 

statement?  And the response is  that  that  was not  p rovided 

to the wi tness before the statement  was due ,  and that  is  

just  incor rect .    

 Those annexures,  and Ms Maf isa acknowledged th is  
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ear l ie r  when she said those annexures were provided on the  

26 t h  o f  November,  Annexures SEN1 to SEN7.   That  is  what  I  

was basing my quest ion ing on.   So i t  is  just  factual ly  

incorrect  that  there was any pre judice to the wi tness in  my 

quest ion ing.   And i f  necessary,  I  wi l l  re turn to  those 

quest ions today,  because the wi tness had those annexures 

in  h is  possession wel l  before 16 January.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thanks.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.   That  was a lso my issue 10 

because my reco l lect ion is  that  yesterday 's object ion was 

based on the SEN Annexure,  but  we have now heard f rom 

Ms Maf isa that  in  fact  they were provided e lect ronica l l y  in  

November last  year  a l ready.   But  my other  issue,  Ms 

Maf isa,  is  reading page 18 of  the General ’ s  s tatement ,  and 

you wi l l  see that  there is  footnote 13 and footnote 14.  

 What  the  genera l  i s  ta lk ing about  there  is  the 

WhatsApp exchanges between h imsel f  and Mr Mat la la  

leading to the meet ing at  the Pe l l 's  on the 15 t h  o f  Apr i l  

2025.   So he d id  have those WhatsApps and he d id read 20 

them in prepar ing h is statement .   Otherwise he would not  

have refer red to them and even have date stamps.  

 I  would understand i f  he said I  cannot  deal  wi th  

these WhatsApps because I  have not  received them or  the  

format  in  which I  have received them is redacted so I  do not  
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know what  is  in  the WhatsApps.   But  looking at  th is  

statement ,  i t  crea tes the impression to me that  he has seen 

the WhatsApps,  he knows what  is  in  the WhatsApps,  and he 

can g ive evidence on that .    

 I  do not  get  the impression looking at  footnote 13 

and 14 that  he does not  know what  is  in  those WhatsApps.   

I  mean,  he even g ives date stamps and he says what  they 

re late to ,  which means he must  have seen them and he 

must  know what  they say.    

CHAIRPERSON :    And i t  is  not  jus t  those .   The sta tement  10 

as a whole is  rep lete wi th references to the text  exchanges 

between the two of  them.  But  anyway,  sorry I  in ter rupted 

you.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  the speci f ic  ones he objected to 

was page 39 and 40 and that  was the WhatsApps of  13 and 

14 Apr i l  2025.   Now the way he refers to  them in the 

statement  g ives me the impression that  he must  have seen 

them and he must  have date stamps and he must  know that  

those are exchanges between h im and Ms Mat la la and he 

must  know what  the d iscussion in  those WhatsApps is .   That  20 

is  the impression I  get  looking at  these footnotes.  

MS MAFISA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   May I  p lease take 

you to the WhatsApp chats?  I  unfor tunate ly now am not  

even work ing wi th the cor rect  exh ib i t  bundle.   Thank you.   

Thank you,  Commissioner.   I  wou ld l ike to  take you to the  
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WhatsApp chats  and I  th ink i t  i s ,  so i t  i s  the WhatsApp 

chats r ight  above the t imes,  the date 13 Apr i l  2025.   The 

t ime stamp there is  16 :32:07.  

CHAIRPERSON :    You are looking at  page?   

MS MAFISA :    Sorry,  my at torney wi l l  just  get  that  for  me,  

Chai rperson.   I  do not  have the page at  the moment .   Thank 

you.   Thank you.   Page 38.   So,  a l l  o f  these,  a l l  o f  the 

WhatsApp chats  on page 38,  they were in  actual  fact  

redacted.   So,  I  do  agree.   I  def in i te ly  can conf i rm that  the  

Annexures SEN1 to SEN7,  we d id have them, but  what  we 10 

were referr ing to actual ly  was not  even the messages 

re lated to those Annexures SEN1 to SEN7,  but  we were 

referr ing to the messages above that .    

 So,  those messages above the t ime stamp of  13  

Apr i l  2025 were  redacted.   So,  when we received these 

WhatsApp chats on the 9 t h  o f  October v ia  the Rule -3 not ice,  

those messages were redacted.   We only rece ived the 

unredacted messages on Sunday.   So,  my argument  is  

s imply th is .   We were unable to  address those redacted 

WhatsApp messages wi th in the s tatement .   That  is  only 20 

what  I  was t ry ing to say to the Commission.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  i t  is  the greet ings,  Ms Maf isa.   

Good morning,  Duna.    

MS MAFISA :    Chai rperson,  whether  i t  is  the greet ings or  

not ,  I  do th ink  –  whether  i t  i s  the greet ings or  not ,  I  th ink 
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then perhaps maybe the Chai rpersons may be missing a  

greater  point ,  which is  the point  that  we are t ry ing to make 

here is  that  we have been f ight ing  to get  ev idence.   That  is  

the point  that  we are t ry ing to make.  

 I  th ink i t  would be,  we would t ru ly  be missing the  

essence of  the po int  i f  we just  s imply say that  th is  message 

is  inconsequent ia l ,  th is  is  consequent ia l ,  th is  i s  

inconsequent ia l .   We have to look at  the greater  process.   

We have a l ready accepted responsib i l i ty  that  we were at  

fau l t  in  submit t ing  the statement  belatedly.  10 

 We 100% accept  that  responsib i l i t y ,  but  I  do th ink  

that  i t  is  important  that  even i f  the Commission 's a t torneys 

are making mistakes,  we must  br ing th is  to  the at tent ion of  

the Commissioners.   Thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Chai r  …[intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Commissioner Ba loyi  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Before Commissioner B aloyi  comes in ,  i f  

I  may.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Because i t  is  important  that  we get  the  20 

facts correct .   And the  WhatsApp messages were  sent  in 

October last  year .   What  was redacted in  those WhatsApp 

messages were the phone numbers.   So at  the top of  each 

message,  i t  has the actual  number.   And i t  has been the  

pract ice of  the at torneys to redact  those,  that  sor t  o f  pr ivate 
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in format ion,  conf ident ia l  in fo rmat ion f rom documents that  

they send out .   So i t  was only the phone numbers.   Two 

phone numbers.   The phone number of  General  Senona and 

the phone number of  Mr Mat la la .   That  is  the only th ing that  

was redacted f rom those documents.    

 I f  there was a problem on the pr in t ing on the other  

s ide and the format t ing went  askew and therefore i t  b locked 

other  messages or  something,  i f  that  is  the reason,  i f  that  is  

what  happened,  i t  is  possib le ,  we should have been 

in formed.   And we were never in fo rmed that  tha t  was a  10 

problem,  but  i t  is  a  problem that  was in  the  pr in t ing  on the  

other  s ide  because f rom what  we have,  f rom what  we have 

sent ,  the only th ing that  is  redacted are the phone numbers.   

Not  the content  of  messages.   The facts are very important .  

MS MAFISA :    Chai rperson,  I  do not  know i f  I  can hand my 

page up as we received on the 9 t h  o f  October .   I t  is 

incorrect  that  i t  was merely the numbers that  were redacted.   

I  can hand th is  par t icu lar  page up to the Commissioners.   

We can a lso pr in t  i t  out  as we received on the 9 t h  o f  

October ,  but  I  do not  th ink I  wi l l  take the argument  fu r ther .    20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Based on what  Ms Hassim has just  sa id,  I  

do not  th ink there is  a d ispute there.   Because Ms Hassim 

says the content  of  the texts was not  redacted ,  but  that  

maybe something  may have gone wrong e lect ronica l ly  when 

your s ide pr in ted the documents ,  but  that  the content  of  the  
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texts…  

 So we saw what  the genera l  gave us yesterday.   I t  

was b lank and the text  was not  there.   So we accept  that .   

So there is  no d ispute there.   So the quest ion is ,  i f  the 

at torneys sent  something that  ac tual ly  had the content  of  

the texts,  what  went  wrong where and how?  That  would be 

the issue.   But  the point  Ms Hassim is  making is ,  once your 

s ide got  those b lank texts,  perhaps an issue shou ld have 

been ra ised by your s ide.   That  is  her  point ,  not  mine.   Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I t  seems to me,  once we have resolved,  10 

and th is  i s  both to  Ms Hassim,  Ms Maf isa and the General ,  

that  once we resolved what  b rought  us here,  which is  

Annexures SEN3,  SEN4 and SEN5,  once we resolved that  in  

fact  these were a l ready g iven last  year ,  i t  is  s t i l l  a  fa i r  

quest ion.   Because I  understand Ms Maf isa to accept  that  

that  is  what  happened.  

 You got  them las t  year .   I t  is  therefore st i l l ,  i t  is  a  

fa i r  quest ion to ask the General ,  why d id you not  deal  wi th  

these in  th is  statement?  Because as you would recal l ,  that  

is  where  the prob lem star ts .   As you said,  he should  not  be 20 

asked that  quest ion,  and we ask Ms Hassim to pen that  

quest ion whi le  we resolve th is .  

 I t  is  c lear  f rom your admission tha t  in  fact  that  is  a 

fa i r  quest ion to ask because you got  these last  year ,  these 

annexures.   And i t  is  not  c lear  to  me why we are hav ing th is  
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d iscussion now and wast ing so much t ime on i t .   In  my 

exper ience and expectat ion,  two th ings shou ld have 

happened.   One,  on day one,  you should have recorded fu l ly  

what  your  concerns are about  the bundle of  documents that  

you have been g iven ,  and then we deal  wi th  i t  so that  we 

run wi th evidence and we know how to manage the process 

i f  indeed there are documents presented that  were not  g iven 

to the wi tness in  good t ime.   That  is  one.  

 Two,  my exper ience is  when a wi tness sees 

something for  the f i rs t  t ime on the stand,  they are qui te  10 

ent i t led to say,  can I  p lease have t ime  to look at  th is  

document ,  consider  i t  fu l ly  before I  am requi red to answer  

the quest ion?  And that  in  many cases may we l l  enta i l  

pending that  quest ion to a l low the wi tness outs ide of  the 

pressure of  a  s i t t ing to look at  a  document  and come back 

and proper ly  answer.    

 That  is  how you mi t igate where documents have 

been g iven in  the last  minute  and I  would expect  that ,  for  

example,  wi th  a  document  you say the wi tness got  th is  

morning,  that  you know that  that  is  avai lab le to  h im.   And i f  20 

he says I  need t ime to look at  i t  because I  have not  seen 

th is  document  be fore,  we deal  wi th  i t .   We are having a  

back and for th on  day three of  the  wi tness 's ev idence r ight  

in  the middle of  h is  ev idence about  actual ly  a document  that  

he has seen,  that  he has had s ince October last  year .  
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 I  would urge that  we cont inue,  Chai r ,  that  we 

cont inue.   And i f  any other  documents come up,  the 

…[indist inct ]  mat ter ,  we are here now and i f  there are any 

other  i ssues about  documents that  the General  i s  seeing for  

the f i rs t  t ime,  i t  is  for  h im to te l l  the Chai rperson that  as he 

is  being asked about  documents  and then the Cha i rperson 

wi l l  make ru l ings as we go ahead.   Chai r ,  tha t  is  my 

suggest ion.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  actual ly  made the same point  I  sa id wi th 

the v ideo.   Once a compla int  was made,  we immediate ly  10 

said,  you wi l l  be g iven t ime.   So what  Commissioner  Baloyi  

says is  something that  we have actual ly  done pract ica l ly .   

We are not  theor is ing about  i t .   So once a compla int  was 

made,  we are seeing th is  v ideo for  the f i rs t  t ime.   This is  

going to pre judice us.   We immediate ly sa id,  Mr Hassim, 

p lease avai l  the v ideo to the other  s ide ,  and we d id not  

proceed about  tha t  v ideo unt i l  the fo l lowing day.    

 So even wi th  other  documents,  chats or  whatever  

e lse,  i f  an issue was ra ised,  we would have done the same.   

About  the other  documents,  you say that  you were qui te  20 

annoyed and that  you even voiced your annoyance to M s 

Hassim,  but  you never d id so to us  and you have not  sa id  

so.   So there is  no reason why we would not  have done the 

same as we d id w i th the v ideo.    

 So now i t  is  very la te,  and for  the f i rs t  t ime we are  
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be ing to ld of  possib le pre judice  and about  documents,  I  am 

being to ld,  have been,  accord ing to Mr Hassim,  have been 

wi th the wi tness for  qui te  a whi le ,  o r  at  least  some of  them.   

 Just  before we conclude,  and my inc l inat ion is  to  do  

what  Commissioner Baloyi  has said.   But  be fore we 

conclude th is ,  what  would you l ike to  see?  What  do you 

th ink would mi t iga te any pre judice,  i f  there be?   

MS MAFISA :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   I  do agree that  we 

should  cont inue.   I  do  agree wi th that .   Perhaps what  I  wi l l  

a lso just  say f rom our s ide,  because we have taken up qui te 10 

a lo t  o f  t ime f rom the Commission.   Perhaps maybe what  I  

must  say is  i t  was  –  we commit ted def in i te ly  that  we had 

received the documentat ion on the 26 t h  o f  November.    

 You know,  Commissioners,  I  wi l l  probably just  

s imply put  i t  in  th is  way.   We do not  know the evidence that  

the Commission  is  in  possession of .   So when we 

speci f ica l l y  ment ioned that  we wanted the evidence of  

Wi tness X and the cor respond ing statements and the  

t ranscr ip ts,  to  our  minds,  that  was what  we would need in  

order  for  us to  put  the statement  together .   But  fo r  us to  20 

belatedly receive  other  ev idence in  a  p iecemeal  approach 

is ,  I  th ink  i t  is  a  l i t t le  b i t  –  now here comes the word  unfa i r  

again ,  but  I  th ink  i t  is  a  l i t t le  b i t  unfa i r  to  be p laced in  a  

posi t ion where we te l l  the Commission  th is  i s  what  we need,  

th is  i s  what  we need,  I  th ink we have got  everyth ing.  
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 Our f i rs t  le t te r  on the 17 t h  o f  October actual ly  

s tated,  a l l  o f  the evidence that  you have,  p lease provide i t  

to  us.   We have a lways said that .   So we do not  work at  the  

Commission,  we have no idea what  is  at  the d isposal  o f  the  

Commission.   So I  th ink fo r  me that  i s  just  the only th ing 

that  I  wi l l  say or  add to the submissions that  I  have a l ready 

made,  but  I  am perfect ly  okay,  my at torney is  a lso per fect ly  

okay fo r  us to  proceed ,  Chai rperson.   I  do not  th ink we have 

to go on th is  back and for th anymore.   Thank you.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Ms Maf isa.   We wi l l  cont inue.   10 

I f  any issue ar ises,  we wi l l  deal  wi th  i t  as and when.   Yes,  

Ms Hassim?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Chai r ,  may I  

proceed?   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

EXAMINATION BY ADV HASSIM SC (CONTINUES) :    Thank 

you.   Okay.   I  am going to begin then,  s ince th is  is  par t  o f  

the d iscussion that  we have star ted th is  morning,  wi th  the 

quest ion I  was to ld to  pen yesterday.   And that  is ,  General ,  

why i t  is  that  you d id not ,  in  your  statement  –  so le t  me just  20 

remind you what  we were ta lk ing about .    

 There were annexures to the statement ,  to  the  

WhatsApp chats ,  inc luding the  docket  of  in format ion  

per ta in ing to Mr Nangy.   And you said that  you had not  

looked at  that  when you sent  i t  to  Mr Mat la la.   And then 
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there were other  annexures,  SEN3,  4 and 5,  which  you said,  

a l though he sent  i t  to  you,  you d id not  open i t  and look at  i t  

a t  the t ime.   You only saw the fu l l  contents for  the f i rs t  t ime 

when i t  was provided to you by the Commission.    

 My quest ion to you was,  and that  i s  why you d id not  

do anyth ing wi th  i t .   That  is  why you d id not  ra ise a  

concern.   You now became aware  that  there was 

conf ident ia l  in format ion,  that  you ought  not  have shared the  

Nangy af f idavi t ,  for  example ,  but  you d id not  address that  in  

your  statement .   You only star ted to provide tha t  as a 10 

reason under quest ion ing yesterday.    

 And my quest ion  to you yesterday,  and I  repeat  i t  

today,  is  why?  Why d id you not  address i t  in  your  

statement?  In  your  statement  you addressed the  Nangy 

th ing.   You said you gave i t  to  h im to warn h im.   But  that  i s  

a l l  you said.   Why?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Why d id not  I  do what?  The quest ion,  

can you repeat  i t  p lease,  Commissioners?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Do you recal l  the evidence of  

yesterday?   20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Regarding h is annexures?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you recal l  you said th is  i s  unfa i r  

because you had not  seen i t  before ,  the annexures.    
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Which annexures?  The SEN3,  SEN4?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  sa id,  Commissioners,  I  have never 

opened these ones.   I  never read them.  I  happened to see 

the fu l l  contents  when the in format ion was provided by the 

Commission.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  and I  sa id why at  that  point  d id you 

not  –  when you answered us on i t ,  you said i f  you had seen 

i t ,  these are the th ings you would have done,  you see that  

th is  was a problem,  these contents  of  these documents.   Do 10 

you recal l  those answers yesterday?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ly  I  recal l  that  I  sa id  I  would  

have returned in format ion to my superv isors to  be able to  

deal  wi th  the mat ters.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And my quest ion to you was why now 

saying that  when you d id not  g ive  us that  response in  your  

statement ,  you d id not  acknowledge in  your  statement  that  

these are problemat ic  annexures that  you had?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  th ink when these annexures  were  

opened,  a l ready my recol lect ion  –  le t  me rephrase ,  20 

Commissioners .   I  be l ieve that  you are saying why I  d id  not  

inc lude i t  in  my s tatement .   That  i s  the quest ion that  I  must  

respond to.   Am I  r ight?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    My quest ion is  you d id not ,  the  answer 

you gave us yesterday was not  anywhere in  your  statement .   
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You d id not  address the content  o f  these annexures in  your  

statement .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  I  d id  not  address the content  

of  these annexures in  my statement .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then you said that  the reason you 

d id not  was because you d id not  have i t  a t  the t ime you 

were prepar ing your statement ,  bu t  we now know that  is  not  

t rue because you d id have i t .   Is  that  not  so?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    These annexures were received 

through the lawyers.   I  cannot  recal l  the actual  date.   But  10 

when you,  I  th ink  when we look at  i t ,  they were redacted,  

the in format ion that  was h idden on i t ,  and one could not  

make a context  of  that ,  i f  my memory serves me wel l .   I  am 

ta lk ing under correct ion ,  but  I  agree that  I  d id  not  ta lk  about  

i t  fu l ly  in  my af f idavi t .   And that  is  what  i t  is .   I  d id  not  ta lk  

about  i t  fu l ly  in  my af f idavi t .    

 I  just  ind icated that  no,  you see,  when you receive  

these th ings,  you get  quest ions,  Commissioners,  and the 

quest ions a lso,  you have to respond to them.  And then 

when you respond to them, in  responding,  some of  the  20 

th ings when you respond ,  you recol lect  some of  the 

in format ion.   I t  becomes back.   And when i t  comes back,  

you end up saying those th ings that  you are remember ing  

that  a re the t ruth,  noth ing e lse but  the t ruth.    

 So eventual ly ,  when you wr i te  a statement ,  you wi l l  
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wr i te  about  th ings that  you remember.   And as a  human 

being,  you wi l l  a lso be making some faul ts .   That  is  why 

there are somet imes faul ts .   We a lso make faul ts ,  and I  

be l ieve you a lso make faul ts .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    General ,  I  th ink you are evading the  

quest ion.   You are not  answer ing what  I  asked you at  a l l .   

And in  fact ,  now you are ra is ing another  problem.   You are 

saying that  those annexures were  redacted.   Is  that  what  

you are saying?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  sa id I  ta lk  under correct ion.   I  need 10 

to be corrected that  cer ta in in fo rmat ion on those th ings,  

when my at torneys that  were redacted,  I  sa id I  ta lk  under 

correct ion ,  but  I  d id  not  inc lude them in my af f idavi t .  I  agree 

…[intervenes] .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    My quest ion is  why d id you not?  You 

had a l l  o f  that  in format ion wel l  before the due date of  your  

wr i t ten statement .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  have an answer to  that ,  

because my af f idavi t ,  I  wrote i t .   I  sa id people make 

mistakes,  but  i f  you fo rce me to g ive you an answer,  I  do  20 

not  have i t .   I  made a mistake,  maybe,  because i f  you 

deemed i t  f i t ,  I  should have put  i t  there.   I t  is  f ine,  but  I  

made a mistake by not  put t ing i t .   And i t  is  not  only these 

messages that  I  d id  not  inc lude in  my af f idavi t .   I t  is  a  lo t  of  

them in terms of  these pages,  38 unt i l  260,  even others 
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before that .    

 So,  Commissioners,  my af f idavi t ,  when I  deal  wi th  

i t ,  when I  deposed at  my af f idavi t ,  I  was looking a lso at  the 

subpoena.   I  wro te my af f idavi t  in  l ine wi th the subpoena.   

And then whatever in format ion I  might  have omi t ted by 

mistake,  i t  was not  my in tent ion to omi t  i t .   I f  I  have recal led 

or  recol lected that  I  must  inc lude i t ,  i t  should have been 

inc luded,  but  I  am also a human being.    

 I  th ink we need to a lso bear in  mind that  I  am not  a  

per fect  human be ing.   Unless I  am to ld that  i t  is  somebody 10 

per fect .   But  me,  I  am not .   I  am subjected to make 

mistakes that  a re being made by human beings.   I  have 

a l ready responded to these quest ions,  Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Not  to  my sat is fact ion.   And what  I  wish  

to say to you,  and what  I  put  to  you,  is  that  you are not  

being complete ly open and t ruthfu l  wi th  the Commiss ion  and 

that  the reason you gave a d i f ferent  answer yesterday was 

not  because you were not  aware  of  the content  of  those 

annexures,  because you were aware of  i t ,  as we know,  but  

because you,  under quest ion ing,  real ised that  what  you had 20 

done was wrong and that  you now had to take responsib i l i ty  

and answer fo r  i t .   I t  was only upon the quest ion ing  and the  

probing that  you were fo rced to  answer .   That  is  what  I  put  

to  you.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  wi th  my responses to 
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what  I  am here to del iver  or  to  test i f y  upon,  i t  does not  

mat te r  i f  the advocate is  not  happy wi th my response,  but  I  

am te l l ing the t ru th to  the best  of  my recol lect ion here.   I  

am not  t ry ing to evade anyth ing,  I  am te l l ing the t ruth to  the 

best  of  my recol lect ion.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And the Nangy af f idavi t  was something  

that  you were asked about  speci f i ca l l y  in  the subpoena,  is  

that  not  so?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  be l ieve so.   I  want  to  check where is  

my subpoena here.   I  am t ry ing to search fo r  my subpoena,  10 

Commissioners.   I  do not  know where I  put  i t ,  so that  I  can 

just  have a look and respond to the  advocate.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Are you refer r ing  to the Regulat ion-10(6)  

not ice,  which sor t  o f  ind icated what  you were requ i red to  

address?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.   I  am 

looking fo r  i t .   I  do not  know where  is  my f i les,  some of  my 

f i les here.   The actual  subpoena in  order  to  respond,  sor ry,  

because the advocate is  saying,  in  that  document ,  I  was 

requi red to ta lk  about  the Nangy issue.    20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   So,  Chai r ,  we are t ry ing to f ind i t  

whether  i t  i s  in  the record in  order  to  assist  the wi tness,  but  

I  can read out  the paragraph of  the not ice that  i s  re levant .   

And the quest ion in  re lat ion to th is  Nangy af f idavi t  was the 

fo l lowing,  what  was the wi tness 's purpose in  sending a  
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WhatsApp message to Mr Mat la la on 10 March 2025 at  

21:03,  at taching the compla inant  af f idavi t  o f  Mr Nangy,  and 

then we at tached i t ,  and other  contents of  the docket  in  

CAS number,  and then we put  in  the CAS number.   So that  

was the quest ion.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  th ink I  have h ighl ighted the p urpose,  

Commissioners,  yesterday.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    For  the papers of  secur ing t ime,  I  d id  

h ighl ight  i t  yesterday.   I f  maybe the advocate was making 10 

note,  the purpose I  have h ighl ighted i t .   I  was asked severa l  

quest ions,  v igorously so yesterday,  regard ing the p urpose.   

And I  th ink I  have responded yesterday,  Commissioners.   I  

s t i l l  remain wi th that .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You see,  the problem wi th th is  is  that  

you suggested that  you d id not  real ly  know the deta i ls ,  you 

d id not  know that  where Mr Nangy l ived,  you d id not  know 

the deta i l s  of  the  case.   But  once you were aware  that  th is  

very ser ious a l leged cr iminal  was re leased,  you fe l t  you 

needed to warn Mr Mat la la.  20 

 But  the real i ty  i s  that  you d id know about  the  

deta i ls  of  the case because you had received a compla int  in  

February last  year  by the DPP in KZN regard ing your  

overs ight  of  the case and def ic ienc ies in  your  management  

of  the invest igat ion of  that  case,  is  that  not  so?   
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  the issue,  I  have 

never received a compla int  f rom the DPP in February 2025.   

I  have never.   And I  want  the Commissioners to  bear wi th 

me because I  am not  going to get  in to deta i l s ,  I  am going to 

g ive just  a  st ra ight forward answer and stop i t  then or  g ive a 

reason to that .   I  am going to p lead wi th the 

Commissioners.    

 There was a compla int  that  was sent  to  the NDPP,  

by  the NDPP to the Nat ional  Head o f  the Di rectorate.   There 

was a case that  was invest igated in  KZN of  k idnapping 10 

extor t ion and some other  charges there,  where these 

persons,  Nangy and other  persons were arrested.   The 

invest igators of  the ground level  d id the i r  invest igat ion and 

in  the process cer ta in  th ings happened that  I  do not  want  to  

get  in to deta i l s .    

 Eventual ly ,  the mat ter  was set  for  bai l  appl icat ion  

in  January.   The NPA wi thdrew the  case,  they gave reasons 

there.   Af te r  that ,  i t  is  then that  there was a compla int  by  

the NDPP to the Nat ional  Head .   Processes were fo l lowed 

and everyth ing.   Commissioner,  there is  a DC that  is  20 

current ly  on t r ia l .   I  want  to  appeal  to  you and a lso say wi th  

th is  saying and understanding that  i t  is  sub jud icare  for  me 

to come and ta lk  about  these th ings here of  that  nature.  

 That  compla int ,  i t  went  through the  Nat ional  Of f i ce,  

i t  went  through i t s  p rocesses and there is  a DC and there is  
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a  hear ing that  i s  in  p rogress.   The last  t ime I  appeared here 

on the 26 t h ,  f rom here I  a t tended a DC.   I t  is  cont inu ing.   So 

I  appeal  to  you not  to  respond to th is  quest ion that  are  

re lated to th is .    

CHAIRPERSON :    And the d isc ip l inary process against  

whom?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Mysel f  and four  others.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    And is  i t  a  d isc ip l inary process?  So you 

say there was a  compla int ,  and I  am not  asking  you to 

d iscuss the deta i l  o f  i t .   I  respect  that  i f  i t  is  a  pending 10 

mat ter ,  you wi l l  not  d iscuss i t ,  but  I  th ink we just  want  to  t ry  

and understand your ev idence about  th is ,  what  i t  is  that  you 

are saying to us.   So you say there  was a compla int  against  

you and others  re lat ing to the Nangy mat ter .   I s  that  what  

you are te l l ing us?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    In  that  compla int  …[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  le t  us take i t  s tep by step.   You can 

expla in  …[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  want  to  c lar i f y  something before I  

answer.   In  the compla int ,  i t  ta lked about  invest iga tors,  not  20 

necessar i ly  my name.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    There was a compla int .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    So there is  a compla int  against  

invest igators who report  to  you re lat ing to the  Nangy 
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mat te r?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Is  that  correct?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    You were then subjected –  those 

invest igators and you,  that  is  what  I  want  to  understand,  

were then being subjected to a d isc ip l inary process re lat ing 

to that  Nangy mat ter .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  that  is  f ine.   Thank you.   Thank 10 

you,  Ms Hassim.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   I  do not  

propose to go in to the mer i ts  and the deta i ls  of  the charges 

against  General  Senona.   The charges are there for  the 

record and they are conta ined at  EXHIBIT 61,  page 614,  the  

charges.   I t  is  jus t  the fact  o f  the charges that  were re levant  

and I  accept  that  …[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Page? 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Pardon me?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Page,  Commissioners?   20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    614.   I  accept  that  we should  –  i t  is  not  

even re levant ,  in  fact ,  to  the mandate of  th is  Commission  

for  us to  d iscuss the mer i t s  of  the DC.   But  the important  

point  is  that ,  General ,  that  you had been asked to respond 

in  some deta i l  to  …[intervenes] .  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Sor ry,  Commissioner,  what  is  the  

quest ion?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    You had been asked to respond in  some 

deta i l  to  the concerns that  had been ra ised by the DPP in  

KZN.   And I  wi l l  just  take you to page 616,  EXHIBIT 62.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  can I  say something?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can I  f in ish my quest ion?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Before you ask a quest ion,  because I  

want  to  te l l  the Commissioners something about  th is  

document  that  you are referr ing to.   Commissioners,  th is  10 

document ,  we received i t  when we ar r ived here on the 27 t h .   

And fur ther  to  that ,  th is  document  is  par t  and parcel  o f  the 

bundle of  documents in  my d isc ip l inary hear ing.   I  therefore 

request  that  I  must  not  be asked quest ions about  th is  

because there is  a hear ing that  is  ongoing here.   That  is  my 

p lea.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Chai r ,  I  propose that  I  be permi t ted to  

ask my quest ion.   The quest ion has got  noth ing to  do wi th 

the d isc ip l inary.   I t  is  merely about  the fact  o f  th is  document  

and what  i t  i s  about .   We wi l l  not  be going in to  the deta i l s  of  20 

the contents.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Perhaps le t  us just  hear the quest ion,  

General ,  and then we wi l l  see whether  you st i l l  ob ject  

…[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    But  Commissioners,  th is  i s  about  
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…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes,  yes.   Let  us just  hear the  

quest ion.   Just  the quest ion,  General ,  and then w e can take 

i t  f rom there,  or  we wi l l  take i t  f rom there.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And,  General  and Chai r ,  by the way,  

th is  document  i s  the wi tness 's own document .   I t  is  a 

document  that  he compi led.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    So i t  was suppl ied by h im to the 

Commission?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  no,  I  mean i t  is  a  document  that  he 10 

authored.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  an in format ion note.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    616,  you said .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    616,  yes,  Commissioner  Khumalo .   So 

the re levance of  th is  i s  only the fo l lowing.   That  you wi l l  see 

at  the end of  the  document ,  i t  is  dated 20 February 2025  

and i t  is  an in format ion note prepared by General  Senona in  

response to concerns that  were ra ised by the DPP in KZN 

regard ing the management  of  th is  Nangy case.   I  wi l l  say no 20 

more about  that .   But  the General  was then requi red  to look 

in to i t  and provide a response,  and he d id so  on the 20 t h  o f  

February 2025.   Cor rect?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    What  is  the quest ion,  

Commissioners?   
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ADV HASSIM SC :    That  you provided th is  in format ion note 

in  20 February 2025.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  the document  I  provided,  but  I  

rea l ly  do not  want  to  get  in to i t .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  and then on 10 March 2025 is  

when you send Mr Mat la la the at tachment ,  the 220 pages of  

conf ident ia l  in format ion per ta in ing  to Mr Nangy.   And what  I  

want  to  suggest  to  you,  General ,  is  that  your  response that  

you are merely forwarding on in format ion as a warning to 

h im is  not  correct .    10 

 That  in  fact  you and Mr Mat la la were in  

conversat ion about  Mr Nangy and that  document  that  you 

sent  h im in  the context  of  the wi thdrawal  of  that  compla int ,  

t ry ing to persuade h im to wi thdraw the compla int  against  

General  Mkhwanazi .   So that  is  what  I  am put t ing to you,  

that  i t  was not  merely for  h is  in format ion and warning,  but  

that  in  fact  i t  was par t  o f  an ongo ing engagement  between 

you and Mr Mat la la.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   F i rs t  

th ing f i rs t ,  the document  i s  not  a conf ident ia l  document .   As 20 

I  have ind icated yesterday,  I  read the af f idavi t  and then I  

saw the addresses,  I  sent  i t .   I  s t i l l  s tand by my response 

yesterday.   Commissioners,  General  Senona is  not  a  

suspect  on the case that  was opened by Mr Nangy.   General  

Senona is  not  a suspect .    
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 That  one,  maybe even i f  they go and ask Mr Nangy 

or  read a l l  the af f idavi t s  there,  General  Senona is  no t  l is ted  

as a suspect .   I  do not  have a reason to go and ask another  

person to te l l  another  person to w i thdraw a docket  where I  

am not  even a suspect .  

 Even i f  I  was l i s ted as a suspect ,  I  would not  have 

in formed or  persuaded another  person to wi thdraw a case 

docket .   I  wi l l  go  to court  and defend mysel f  and my 

innocence in  cour t .   L ike I  came here,  I  went  to  my legal  

team because I  know I  am cal led a wi tness,  but  the people  10 

who came here,  they impl icated me in  some sor t  o f  –  when 

my understanding,  I  am a respondent  because th is  i s  a 

Commission.  

 I  am cal led a wi tness,  but  I  am a respondent  to  the  

a l legat ions against  me.   So General  Senona was never ever  

l is ted as a suspect .   So I  do not  see any reason.   The 

in ference that  i s  drawn by the  advocate,  i t  is  to ta l l y  

incorrect .   Thank you,  Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  have had my response.   I  can move on 

f rom th is .   Thank you,  Chai r .   Thank you,  General .   Let  us 20 

go back to –  I  jus t  want  to  get  the date where we had deal t  

wi th  13 Apr i l .   That  was page 39 of  the WhatsApp chats.   

Can you tu rn to  page 40 of  the WhatsApp chats  and can you 

read the f i rs t  message that  Mr Mat la la  sent  to  you on the  

14 t h  o f  Apr i l?    
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Maybe before you do that ,  Ms Hassim,  

le t  me –  I  know you have asked to g ive you as much 

f reedom to run your l ine of  quest ions wi thout  in te r rupt ion,  

but  I  th ink i t  might  be more ef f i c ient  and neater  i f  I  ask my 

quest ion now.   I f  you would just  remind me that  conf ident ia l ,  

SEN3,  4,  5 ,  where do we f ind the  one that  re lates  to the  

President?  I  just  want  to  ask the quest ion.   I  th ink i t  was in  

the 300 something?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  th ink i t  is  291.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    291.   General ,  th is  is  a document  that  10 

yesterday was d iscussed,  or  you asked a quest ion  about ,  

and now that  we have resolved f ina l ly  that  you d id get  th is  

SEN4 last  year ,  th is  at tachment  to  that  WhatsApp message 

wi th Mr Mat la la .   Maybe le t  me then ask my quest ion in  the 

l ight  –  in  fact ,  i t  is  in  the l ight  of  what  you had said 

yesterday.  

 In  your  ev idence yesterday,  you said you d id not  

open th is  SEN4,  3,  the 291,  page 291 document .   You said 

you had not  opened that  WhatsApp at tachment  when i t  

came f rom Mr Mat la la .    20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    SEN4.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  am to ld i t  is  SEN4.   Yes,  you said  

yesterday that  you d id not  open i t  when i t  was g iven to you 

and you never opened i t ,  and I  am not  probing that  any 

fur ther .   I  th ink we had that  d iscussion yesterday.   But  we 
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now know f rom th is  morning ’ s  exchange between the 

lawyers that  in  fact  you were g iven th is  annexure last  year  

a l ready.   So you had i t  and you would have seen what  i t  is .   

And then my quest ion on the back of  what  you said  

yesterday is ,  a f te r  you saw th is ,  a f ter  i t  was now sent  to  you 

by the evidence leaders and you see what  i t  i s ,  d id  you 

prepare an in format ion note in  the way that  you said you 

would have?   

 You remember your ev idence yesterday was had 

you opened the at tachment ,  you would have ,  because you 10 

see on the face o f  i t  that  th is  i s  no t  in format ion that  should 

be exchanged or  there should be in  the publ ic ,  in  the hands 

of  a pr ivate person.   And i f  you had seen i t ,  you would have 

done.   But  now we know you saw i t  because i t  was g iven to  

you last  year .   Did you do anyth ing  about  i t?    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  I  d id  not  p repare an 

in format ion note.   The reason being,  I  am ,  I  was and I  s t i l l  

am under the impression that  s ince i t  was presented before  

the Commission and the team that  downloaded and got  th is  

in format ion have submit ted a report  to  my pr inc ipals and I  20 

bel ieve they are cont inu ing  wi th invest igat ions.   I  d id  not  

want  to  wr i te  another  th ing because I  wanted to leave the 

Commission and i ts  invest iga tors to  do thei r  job 

independent ly .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you,  General .    
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner Baloy i .   So,  

page 40.   You are there.   Can you just  read the f i rs t ,  the  

message that  Mr Mat la la sends to you on the 14 t h  o f  Apr i l?    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :     

“Oh, Nduna ,  do  not  forget  to  ask our  

brother  about  that  lady who is  s t i r r ing  

problems. ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And who is  that  lady who is  s t i r r ing  

problems?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  in  my af f idavi t ,  Commissioners,  10 

that  a l lowed me to ut i l i se the w ord  I  assume,  that  I  assume 

that  i t  may have been concern ing the tender,  Medica re  

tender and hence and h is issues wi th Lt -Gen Nkhuoa.   I  

assume i t  might  be Lt -Gen Nkhuoa.   Unfor tunate ly,  I  do not  

have the best  recol lect ion regard ing th is  message,  but  that  

is  my assumpt ion.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You said …[ intervenes] .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    However,  I  never assisted Mr  Mat la la  

in  the payment  of  h is  invoices or ,  i f  ever ,  shown 

quest ionable consent  over  h is  tender or  payment s.    20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  does not  square up wi th these 

texts.   We have a l ready showed how you have provided 

assistance on 15 Apr i l .   We have a l ready d iscussed,  and we 

know to go there again,  your  response on 13 May,  advis ing 

and more than advis ing,  u rg ing h im to take them on and to 
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sue the SAPS in re lat ion to h is  cont ract .    

 Now I  am taking you to th is  par t icu lar  text  where he 

says,  p lease do not  forget  to  ask our  b rother  about  that  lady 

who is  s t i r r ing problems.   Your response to h im is  not ,  what  

are you ta lk ing  about?  Your  response to h im is  a thumbs 

up.   You acquiesce.   I t  suggests agreement  that  you wi l l  

fo l low up.   Is  that  not  so?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    These emoj is ,  Commissioners,  each 

and every ind iv idual  expla in them di f ferent ly .   I  th ink they 

are experts who wi l l  be able  to  assist  us wi th the 10 

in terpretat ion of  emoj is .   But  I  would say,  noted.   My 

understanding of  th is  emoj i  is  noted.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  noted.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you knew what  he was ta lk ing about ,  

and you acknowledged i t .   You d id not  say,  fo r  example,  

what  a re you ta lk ing about?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    That  is  why I  assumed,  not  knew,  I  

assumed that  the  lady that  he is  ta lk ing about  i t  can be Lt -

Gen Nkhuoa.  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And the reason you assumed 

that  i t  was someone wi th that  speci f ic  name is  because you 

had a l ready d iscussed i t  wi th  h im.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Remember when he asked me to go 

wi th h im to meet  the General ,  he was ta lk ing about  the 
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issue of  the purchase orders.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja.   And then the purchase orders,  

when we look at  –  when I  thought  before I  can depos e my 

af f idavi t  and even that  t ime,  I  rea l ised that  these issues of  

the purchase orders ,  he is  a head of  h is  funct ion.   So there 

is  no way that  the provinc ia l  o f f ice wi l l  deal  wi th  these 

purchase orders.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And so what  i s  that  got  to  do wi th  i t?   I  

am not  sure what  you are saying.   You are saying that  you 10 

assumed that  th is  lady was General  Nkhuoa.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Because you had d iscussed i t  w i th  h im 

because you were  prepar ing for  the  meet ing on 15 Apr i l .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The 15 meet ing of  Apr i l ,  i t  was asking 

me,  he asked me to accompany h im,  of  which I  agreed.   I  

assumed that  the lady might  be Lt -Gen Nkhuoa.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   You are repeat ing yoursel f .   

P lease answer th is .   I  am saying,  how did you know i t  would 

be General  Nkhuoa i f  you had not  d iscussed the issue of  h is  20 

cont ract  wi th  h im pr ior  to  th is ?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Remember,  pr ior  to  th is ,  regard ing  

the cont ract ,  he  to ld me he was having problems in  

payments,  as I  ind icated before.   And then the payment ,  

when you look at  the cont ract ,  i t  was a common cause to me 
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when we were ta lk ing about  the  issue of  the payment  in  

terms of  the cont ract ,  that  th is  cont ract  is  re lated to  

Medicare,  where pol ice of f i c ia ls ,  when they are s ick,  they 

go to the s ick bays and the students.    

 And then the only  person who is  deal ing wi th th is ,  i t  

is  the Div is ional  Commissioner,  HR,  and the Div is ional  

Commissioner  is  L t -Gen Nkhuoa.   But  that  i s  why I  

assumed,  but  he  never to ld me the lady w ho is  having a  

problem who she is ,  but  I  assumed because I  have got  

knowledge that  these type of  funct ions of  th is  nature,  they 10 

fa l l  wi th in that  space.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  the language he uses is  important .   

He said that  lady,  which means,  i t  suggests that  you have 

spoken about  i t  before .   That  lady,  you know who that  lady 

is ,  who is  s t i r r ing problems.   And moreover,  he does not  say 

st i r r ing problems on my cont ract .   He just  says st i r r ing 

problems.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  gave you my answer as  an 

assumpt ion of  which I  d id  not ,  I  do not  l i ke to  do i t ,  

Commissioners.   I  have ind icated severa l  t imes tha t  I  came 20 

here to te l l  the t ruth,  noth ing e lse the t ruth.   Here,  I  put  i t  in  

my statement ,  and then I  wi l l  s t ick to  my statement .   That  is  

what  I  had assumed.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And who is  our  brother?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  th is  one is  g iv ing me a problem.   I  
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am t ry ing to estab l ish,  even before I  deposi t  my statement ,  I  

t r ied  to look,  by  the way,  our  b rother ,  our  brother .   You 

understand?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    You do not  remember who he is  

referr ing to.   Is  that  what  you are saying?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  you see,  most ly  we wi l l  ta lk  about  

our  brother ,  our  brother ,  and then he does not  put  names.   

That  is  why I  am having a problem in the recol lect ion of  

these names.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  again,  the use of  that  language,  do  10 

not  fo rget ,  do not  forget  means remember what  we spoke 

about .   Do not  fo rget .   So you had spoken about  th is  before,  

and you may not  remember now,  maybe you do and you do 

not  want  to  say who our  brother  is .   But  the fact  that  he  

refers to  our  b ro ther  suggests that  he knew that  you wi l l  

know who he is  ta lk ing about .   Is  that  not  so?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  th ink so.   He might  have 

known,  or  he might  have said do not  forget  to  ask our  

brother .   I  do not  know who must  I  ask about  the lady who is  

s t i r r ing  problems.   Hence,  I  am saying,  when he ta lked 20 

about  th is ,  because we were ta lk ing ear l ie r  about  h is  

chal lenges of  not  get t ing payment  and then he wanted me to 

accompany h im to a meet ing so that  that  was arranged by 

the former Min ister .   So that  is  why I  have assumed.   So I  

th ink I  have responded to the best  of  my recol lect ion ,  
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Commissioners ,  in  re lat ion to th is  quest ion.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   General ,  you assumed,  le t  us 

proceed on the basis that  you got  th is  message and you 

assumed that  he must  be refer r ing to General  Nkhuoa.   Who 

d id you assume the brother  was that  he is  referr ing to in  

th is?  Because you must  have completed that  p ic ture.   You 

assumed i t  is  General  Nkhuoa tha t  he is  refer r ing to.   You 

must  then have a lso made an assumpt ion about  the brother  

that  you are being asked to speak to.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    You are cor rect ,  Commissioner.   I  am 10 

t ry ing to assume as wel l ,  but  i t  does not  r ing a bel l  to  my 

recol lect ion.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  General .   This WhatsApp message 

is  on the 14 t h  o f  Apr i l ,  you are going to meet  and you know 

at  that  point  you are going to meet  General  Mkhwanazi  on  

the 15 t h .   Today i t  is  less than a year s ince th is  WhatsApp 

message was sent  to  you.   You got  these documents last  

year  a l ready.   So you have had ample opportuni ty .   I f  you 

had fo rgot ten,  you have had ample  opportuni ty  to  re f lect  on 

these communicat ions.   One .  20 

 But  two,  you d id make an assumpt ion.   You te l l  us ,  

you say I  made an assumpt ion  that  he is  referr ing to  

General  Nkhuoa.   You could not  have made that  assumpt ion 

in  a vacuum.   You made that  assumpt ion because there  was 

a context  to  i t .   Otherwise,  I  could easi l y  ask you,  why d id  
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you not  assume he is  refer r ing to  Ms Pat r ic ia  Mashale,  for  

example.   So there is  a reason you assumed i t  is  General  

Nkhuoa that  he is  referr ing to.   I t  has to be so.    

 And I  am saying you must  then have assumed 

something about  the brother  that  he is  refer r ing to .   You 

may have been wrong in  your  assumpt ion,  but  you should 

be able to  answer the quest ion who is  the brother  you 

assumed he is  refer r ing to.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am t ry ing  to do my recol lect ion,  

Commissioners,  as we are here.   And I  d id  before.   I t  is  an  10 

unfor tunate s i tuat ion.   Some,  these type of  th ings,  

somet imes i t  is  important  to  engage wi th the person who 

sent  i t .   Because at  th is  stage,  I  am t ry ing to recol lect  and 

ta lk  about  what  Mr Mat la la has sent  to  me.   Then i t  i s  

unfor tunate I  could not ,  even when I  received th is  

document ,  s t i l l  to  date,  I  have never had contact  wi th  h im 

d i rect ly  o r  ind i rect ly .   But  I  am t ry ing my level  best  to  t ry  

and th ink who the brother ,  who was he refer r ing to,  I  am 

t ry ing to th ink to  assist  the Commission.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  can I  say something?  At  20 

th is  moment ,  you are not  assist ing the Commission.   And 

you leaving me,  I  am speaking fo r  mysel f ,  you leav ing me 

wi th the impression that  you are evasive,  you choose not  to  

answer quest ions that  you fear  might  get  you in to t rouble.   

Because there is  no way somebody can say to you,  do not  
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forget ,  i t  is  a  reminder ,  which  means you must  have 

d iscussed th is  in  the past .   And when he reminds you,  you 

do not  say,  what  are you ta lk ing about?  I  am confused.   

You g ive h im a thumbs up as i f  to  say,  yes,  I  wi l l  not  forget .    

 So when you say,  you assume,  you cannot  

remember,  i t  g ives me the impression that  you e i ther  do not  

want  to  te l l  us  or  you are del ibera te ly being evasive.   This 

is  not  15 years ago.   As Commissioner Baloy says,  th is  is  a 

few months ago,  in  the lead up to an important  meet ing wi th  

General  Mkhwanazi .    10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  I  am not  evasive.   

The issue that  I  am af ra id of  be ing in  t rouble,  I  am al ready 

in  t rouble.   I  ind icated before  your good sel f  here,  

Commissioners,  that  wi th  th is  document  of  the Commission,  

I  am al ready being in  t rouble.   So I  cannot  fear  to  d isc lose 

what  I  recal l  and being af ra id that  there wi l l  be t rouble.   I  

am al ready in  t rouble.  

 So at  the end o f  the day,  Commissioners,  I  see 

f rom t ime to t ime i f  I  cannot  recal l  something,  I  am to ld I  am 

evasive,  I  am to ld I  am ly ing,  and I  do not  want  to  respond 20 

to these words that  I  am to ld about ,  but  I  am not  a person 

who wi l l  come here and mis lead the Commission.   I f  I  was 

ly ing,  Commissioners,  the Chai rperson of  the Commission,  

when I  ar r i ve here,  asked me one quest ion,  a re you 

of fending or  are you tak ing an oath?  I  sa id I  am taking an 
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oath because I  do  not  want  to  l ie .   P lease.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And,  General ,  to  be fa i r  to  you,  the  

reason I  am ment ioning th is  to  you is  that  I  do not  want  to  

put  th ings in  a report  that  I  d id  not  g ive you the opportuni ty  

to  respond to.   The impression you are making to me,  I  must  

le t  you know about  i t  and g ive  you the opportuni ty  to  

respond to that ,  because i t  would be unfa i r  i f  I  do not  g ive  

you the opportuni ty  and then you see in  the report  that  you 

formed an impression of  that  nature to me.   So that  was the 

reason I  was ment ion ing i t .   Thank you.    10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  can I ,  s t i l l  on th is ,  the brother  

that  he is  refer r ing to,  i s  i t  possib le that  he was refer r ing to  

General  Mkhwanazi?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  not .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Why do you say so?  Why are  you so 

sure about  that  i f  you have no recol lect ion?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  th ink he wi l l  re fer  General  

Mkhwanazi  as a brother .   Accord ing to me,  they never knew 

each other ,  they never met  before,  accord ing  to me.   He wi l l  20 

not  ca l l  h im a bro ther .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   Let  me te l l  you why,  le t  me put  to  

you why I  th ink he was referr ing to  General  Mkhwanazi  and 

you knew that  is  what  he is  refer r ing to.   The WhatsApp 

message of  General  Mkhwanazi ,  Ms Hassim,  i f  you would  
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remind me what  page i t  is ?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  the Annexures Bundle,  Fi le  1,  

Annexures and Wi tness Statement ,  and i t  is  Annexure S4.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Page 89.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  thank you.   The reason I  am 

put t ing to you,  and I  am doing th is  to  t ry  to  get  us  through 

th is  very quick ly  because I  th ink  we are get t ing nowhere 

wi th you,  wi th  your responses,  you are repeated on few 

responses that  I  do not  remember.   In  th is  WhatsApp 10 

message,  General  Mkhwanazi ,  you have been ta lk ing to  

h im.  

 The opening paragraph is  you made arrangements  

that  I  meet  th is  guy because,  and then he car r ies on.   I  

asked you,  where  do you know,  how you spoke to h im about  

Nangy.   So you are ta lk ing,  accord ing to General  

Mkhwanazi 's  WhatsApp message,  you had a d iscussion wi th  

h im,  r ight?  Accord ing to h im,  you had a d iscussion w i th h im 

and requested that  he meets wi th Mr Mat la la .   That  is  what 

General  Mkhwanazi  says.    20 

 Then th is  WhatsApp message where Mr Mat la la  

says,  do you remember to  speak to our  b rother ,  which  

comes a day before the meet ing wi th General  Mkhwanazi ,  

and you assume he is  refer r ing to General  Nkhuoa,  who 

inc identa l ly  i s  the person you are going to be,  they  are 
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go ing to be d iscussing in  the meet ing the fo l lowing day.    

 You make the assumpt ion i t  is  General  Nkhuoa he 

is  referr ing to  and then you are  b lank to us about  the 

brother  that  he is  referr ing to that  you are supposed to 

speak to.   Now,  when I  put  the  thread,  when I  thread 

General  Mkhwanazi 's  message that  you asked h im to meet  

wi th th is  gent leman,  i t  says you are ta lk ing to  General  

Mkhwanazi .   That  is  what  Genera l  Mkhwanazi  te l l s  us in  

that  WhatsApp message.   You are ta lk ing to  Genera l  

Mkhwanazi  about  th is  meet ing.    10 

 Mr Mat la la  says to you,  speak about  the lady who is  

causing t rouble.   You say you assume i t  is  General  Nkhuoa.   

I  want  to  put  i t  h igher than that .   You know he is  refer r ing to 

General  Nkhuoa.   I t  is  not  an assumpt ion.   And then the  

brother  there,  you know who that  brother  i s .   Otherwise,  you 

would have not  noted.   You would not  have s imply noted 

th is .   You would  have said,  who is  the brother  you are 

ta lk ing about  i f  you d id not  know.   You knew.   And the 

sequence of  messages,  inc luding General  Mkhwanazi ,  

suggests that  Mr  Mat la la  was ask ing you to speak,  when 20 

you speak to General  Mkhwanazi ,  speak to h im about  and 

ment ion General  Nkhuoa as we l l .   But  in  fact ,  they 

d iscussed the fo l lowing day.  

 So you know tha t  is  the sequence that  happened.   

When you say,  I  do not  remember ,  I  made assumpt ions,  i t  
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cannot  be.   And I  th ink in  near ly  s imi la r  ve in to  

Commissioner Khumalo  here,  I  th ink I  would l ike you to take 

th is  Commission much more ser iously and g ive us  proper  

answers.   You are not  assist ing the Commission.   You say I  

took the oath.   I  sa id I  was going to te l l  the t ruth and I  am 

t ry ing my best  to  assist .  

 You must  accept  s i t t ing there tha t  when you say I  

do not  remember,  i t  is  o f  no assistance to the Commission  

at  a l l .   I t  is  not  of  any assistance.   And maybe i t  is  worth  

ment ion ing that  you are actual ly  here under subpoena.   You 10 

d id not  vo lunteer  to  come and assist  us.   You are  

subpoenaed to be here and you are s i t t ing there behaving,  

and I  say th is  w i th utmost  respect ,  you are s i t t ing there  

behaving l ike someone w ho is  just  d ischarg ing the  

obl igat ion  of  coming here under  subpoena.   You are not  

going to te l l  us anyth ing.  

 You do know what  th is  was about .   You s imply 

choose not  to  te l l  us what  you know th is  was a message 

was about .   You can comment  i f  you want ,  but  that  is  my 

v iew as wel l .   I  share Commissioner Khumalo 's  v iew that  20 

you are not  being  of  assistance to us  and i t  is  a  del iberate 

decis ion that  you have made.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No comment ,  Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Chai r ,  i t  is  seven minutes past  11 .   I  am 
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not  sure what  you would l ike to  do.    

CHAIRPERSON :    P lease cont inue,  le t  us adjourn at  hal f  

past .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   On the theme that  we have 

been deal ing wi th of  the assistance you provide  to Mr 

Mat la la,  a f ter  th is  exchange where he asks you,  he reminds 

you,  do not  fo rget ,  ask that  lady.   You say thumbs up.   Then 

comes a meet ing  of  15 Apr i l .   We know that .   I f  you go to 

page 42,  you wi l l  see the message f rom Mr Mat la la.   He 

says:  10 

“This number w i l l  ca l l  you to  make 

meet ing arrangements . ”   

And he g ives you a 066 number.   Who was that  who cal led 

you to make ar rangements?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   This 

number was sent  to  me by Mr Mat la la  in  o rder  for  me to be  

able to  meet  h im where he was .   When I  ca l led th is  number,  

the person who was ta lk ing on th is  number,  i t  was Mr  

Mat la la.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So he cal led you f rom th is  number,  20 

which was not  h is  usual  number.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    He sent  me th is  number.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    And then,  yes,  th is  i s  not  h is  

…[intervenes] .  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Not  h is  usual  number.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    This number ca l led you and he was the  

person on the other  end of  the l ine ta lk ing to you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  le t  us move on.   You meet  on 15 

Apr i l .   On 15 Apr i l ,  you learn more in format ion about  the 

a l leged cr iminal i t y ,  as we heard yesterday,  because now 

you heard about  the invest igat ion of  the a l leged at tempted 

murder.   Do you remember?   10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  recal l ,  Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You recal l ,  okay.   So we keep going.   

So what  happens af ter  th is  i s  in terest ing  because there are 

qui te  a number of  phone cal l s  between you and Mr Mat la la.   

And I  wi l l  just  show i t  to  you so  that  you see what  I  am 

ta lk ing about .   Th is is  af ter  15 Apr i l .   So on 16 Apr i l ,  i f  you 

star t  on page 43,  on 16 Apr i l ,  there is  a phone cal l  f rom Mr  

Mat la la to  you.   Do you see that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see i t .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    On 17 Apr i l ,  you send h im more of ,  I  do 20 

not  even know what  you cal l  these th ings.   You might  ca l l  

them emoj is ,  but  there is  some th ings.   I t  is  f ine.   P ictures.   

Then on 17 Apr i l ,  you wi l l  see Mr Mat la la ca l l s  you again in  

the morning,  at  08:00 in  the morning.   Do you see that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.    
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ADV HASSIM SC :    08:30,  yes.   And then on 17 Apr i l ,  same 

day,  08:27,  you cal l  Mr Mat la la.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then you cal l  h im again.   Probably  

you d id not  get  h im because the next  phone cal l  is  08:29,  a 

couple of  minutes  la ter .   Do you see that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then he sends you a p in.   Is  that  

the locat ion where you were to meet?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    On the 17 t h  o f  Apr i l  …[intervenes] .  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  he sends you a p in.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Wi th h is  ca l ls  and th is  p in.   No,  we 

a lways met  at  Menlyn Maine .   We were not  supposed to 

meet .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So why d id he send you th is  locat ion 

p in?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am going to be in  t rouble wi th the  

Commissioners.   I  do not  know why he sent  i t  to  me.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  am saying he sent  i t  to  you because 

he was te l l ing you where to meet .  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  our  meet ing p lace is  the Menlyn  

Maine,  next  to  h is  business of f ice.   I t  is  Menlyn Maine ,  not  

there.   We never met  e lsewhere other  than there.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  you cannot  expla in why he sends 

you a locat ion p in .    
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Maybe he wi l l  have to come and ta lk  

about  i t ,  Commiss ioners.   I  do not  know why he sent  me th is  

th ing.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So th is  is  something you just  do  

not  recal l?    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then,  we cont inue on 17 Apr i l ,  you 

make a cal l  to  h im at  12 :00,  I  th ink that  is  19 minutes past  

12 in  the af ternoon.   You see that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.    10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    He sends you a message,  but  he  

deletes i t .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Do you know what  that  message was?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Do you know why he would have deleted 

i t?    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  know.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You send h im a  heart .   That  is  fo l lowed 

immediate ly wi th a heart .   Yes,  what  d id you mean by that?   20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    A  heart  and amen.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Why d id you send h im th is  p ic tu re?  The 

heart  and amen?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  in  response to that .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  was not  responding to h is  message 



    29 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 49 
 

Page 64  o f  213  

 

 

that  is  deleted.   I  was just  ta lk ing to h im.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  see.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then you cal led h im at  18:35,  the  

same day that  you sent  h im the p ic ture.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then he cal l s  you again that  

evening at  18:48.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then you cal l  h im again same 10 

evening,  20:52.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see that ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then two days la ter ,  he cal l s  you 19 

Apr i l .   See that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you cal l  h im 19 Apr i l  a t  10:26.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see that .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then on the 21 s t  o f  Apr i l ,  he cal ls  

you again.   Do you see that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners.    20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    He cal led you,  r ight?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then you cal led h im on the  22 n d  o f  

Apr i l .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .    
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ADV HASSIM SC :    A t  quarter  to  s ix  in  the evening.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And he returned your ca l l ,  i t  seems,  the  

same evening.   Is  that  cor rect?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then on the 23 r d  o f  Apr i l ,  you send 

h im another  message  and then he cal ls  you on the  23 r d  o f  

Apr i l .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So lo ts of  conversat ions happen af ter  10 

the meet ing of  the 15 t h  o f  Apr i l .   What  was a l l  those 

conversat ions about?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    As fa r  as my recol lect ion ,  in  some of  

our  conversat ion,  he was happy that  I  accompanied h im to 

the meet ing.   And over  and above that ,  he was adamant  that  

the o rder  forms wi l l  come.   And then I  was saying,  you 

know,  I  accompanied you to the meet ing.   I  a lso bel ieve that  

your  meet ing  has served  you r ight  and other  

communicat ions is  a genera l  s t uf f  that  are personal  between 

me and h im.   We d id ta lk  about  issues of  how happy he was 20 

and how appreciat ive he was fo r  me,  a l lowing,  

accompanying h im to meet  the General .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    He was very appreciat ive in  a l l  o f  those 

phone conversat ions.   You seem to now recal l  a l l  o f  these 

conversat ions.   You say most ly  i t  was about  personal  s tuf f  
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and some of  i t  was about  the cont ract .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The meet ing,  not  the cont ract .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You had no d iscussions about  the 

cont ract?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The cont ract?    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Which one?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    About  the purchase order .   There  is  one 

cont ract  only that  was the subject  of  th is  d iscussion  on the 

15 t h  o f  Apr i l ,  and do you know what  i t  is .    10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I f  they had d iscussions,  and then I  

have ind icated yesterday,  Commissioners,  even in  my 

statement ,  what  I  can recal l  what  was d iscussed there.   And 

then I  a lso st rong ly bel ieve i f  that  v ideo c l ip  is  going to be 

p layed there,  the record ings,  those th ings wi l l  be there.   

And a lso,  he d id appreciate,  as I  am say ing,  me 

accompanying h im there.    

 And then other  s tuf f  is  there.   Because I  am not  

going to do th is ,  Commissioners ,  to  t ry  and remember  

th ings that  I  could not  remember.   The ones that  a re 20 

coming,  I  am remember ing.   I  am going to say i t .   And then I  

see where the advocate is  going  to say,  you remember 

other  th ings,  you do not  want  to  remember other  th ings.   

But  I  am going to be,  I  am honest  here,  to  te l l  what  I  

remember .   What  I  cannot ,  i f  I  do not  have an answer,  I  do 
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not  have i t ,  Commissioner.   So that  is  my response to you.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  you do agree that  you had very  

many communicat ions af ter  15 Apr i l?    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  agree,  as i t  is  s t ipu lated  here.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  and they were very warm and 

f r iendly.   Is  that  not  so?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .   I  am a warm and f r iendly  

person.   I t  is  in  my DNA.   That  is  me.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You are very warm and f r iendly,  even 

wi th people,  you know,  to  be suspected cr iminals.    10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    You know,  Commissioners,  I  am 

pushed here to say there is  th is  nar rat ive that  I  d id  not  want  

to  say,  but  i t  seems I  am comp el led to say i t .   You know, 

a l legat ions somet imes is  something.   I t  is  a l leged.   People 

somet imes must  be,  we remain innocent  unt i l  proven gui l t y .  

 So over  and over ,  I  am to ld I  am con vers ing  wi th an  

a l leged cr iminal  and so for th and so for th.   But  I  d id  not  

want  to  go there,  but  I  am pushed to say th is ,  but  I  am a 

warm and f r iendly  person.   I  was ta lk ing to h im.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And in  other  words,  you see,  what  you 20 

are saying now is  cont radict ing what  you said before,  which  

is  you were very concerned and you were wary of  h im and 

you were caut ious and you d id no t  t rust  h is  innocence and 

you were pul l ing away f rom him and you were going to cut  

of f  t ies.   This  cont radicts a l l  o f  that  what  you said  
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yesterday.   Is  tha t  not  so?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  what  I  have just  sa id 

does not  delete what  I  have said  that  I  was moving away 

gradual ly .   My personal i ty ,  I  know I  was to ld why you d id 

not  cut  i t  o f f  l ike that .   My personal i t y ,  we d i f fer  wi th  

personal i t ies.   I t  does not  mean when I  move away 

gradual ly ,  I  wi l l  not ,  I  must  not  ta lk  to  people.   I  was ta lk ing  

to h im.   But  moving away gradual ly ,  that  was happening.   I  

ind icated that  yesterday before the Commissioners,  the 

Chai rperson of  the Commissioners asked me v igorously  10 

about  that  and to ld me,  then I  even said I  have learned 

today that  somewhere,  somehow,  th is  is  how one must  deal  

wi th  i ssues.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And your response that  people are 

innocent  unt i l  p roven gui l t y ,  how do you expla in that  in  your  

posi t ion as a senior  pol i ce of f i cer ,  how do you expla in that ,  

that  answer ,  that  you …[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    [ Ind ist inct ]  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Let  me f in ish.   That  you know that  you 

are engaging wi th somebody against  whom there are very 20 

ser ious a l legat ions  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ms Hassim,  contexts do of  course d i f fer ,  

but  I  th ink th is  po int  has been made,  hammered and so on.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Perhaps I  wi l l  just  say th is .   General ,  I  

wi l l  just  put  i t  to  you then  that  your  response,  that  you are  
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just  engaging wi th somebody that  in  your  posi t ion,  because 

th is  i s  not  just  about  g radual ly  wi thdrawing.   I  am saying  

something more.   I  am saying that  you are not  an ord inary  

c i t izen.   I  am saying that  you are a senior  pol ice of f icer  and 

that  there is  a greater  duty on you to be a c i rcumspect  in  

who you engage wi th.   You can comment .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  I  hear  I  am being to ld  

about  my posi t ion .   I  am going to say th is .   In  terms of  my 

posi t ion,  i f  they gave me a warrant  of  a rrest  and say go 

ar rest  Mr Mat la la ,  I  wi l l  g lad ly do  i t  wi thout  any d i f f icu l ty .   10 

That  is  my response.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So that  took us to the 23 r d  o f  Apr i l ,  a l l  

o f  those many phone cal ls .   And then on the 24 t h  o f  Apr i l  

you send Mr Mat la la a screenshot  of ,  is  th is  your  phone?  Is  

th is  a photograph of  your  phone?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Of  your  phone.   And i t  is  a  screenshot  

of  you communica t ing wi th General  Khumalo .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And the content  of  i t  is  you saying good 20 

morning,  General .   He responds,  morning ,  General .   You 

say,  can I  ca l l?   And then noth ing more.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So what  was the purpose of  send ing th is  

to  Mr Mat la la?   
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  have ind icated on Tuesday,  

Commissioners,  that  th is  message was sent  by defaul t  and 

then 15 minutes thereaf te r ,  I  ca l led  h im,  and then I  to ld  h im 

I  sent  that  message by you by mistake.   I t  is  not  in tended to 

you or  for  you.   And then I  even ind icated that  there was a 

th i rd  person tha t  I  was going to in t roduce to General  

Khumalo  regard ing issues that  are  re lated to h is  d iv is ion.   

And I  d id  went  and hand over  that  ind iv idual ,  the th i rd  

person,  and I  sa id i f  General  Khumalo  can be cal led here,  

he wi l l  a t test  to  what  I  am saying  because the person,  the 10 

s i tuat ion,  the way i t  was,  i t  was a  pressing issue so that  I  

can go and hand over  th is  th i rd  person.   And those th ings 

are in te l l igence th ings that  are very,  very c lassi f ied.   They 

normal ly  even do not  ta lk  about  the issues,  the  th ings that  

th is  th i rd person  was going to del iver  there,  as wel l  as 

ta lk ing to General  Khumalo .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  fo r  c la r i ty ,  General ,  I  am not  sure  I  

fo l low.   So who do you say you meant  to  send th is  

screenshot  to?  Very br ie f l y ,  p lease.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  a  source.   I t  is  a  th i rd par ty.   I t  is 20 

a source who was having in format ion that  is  re lated to  

Div is ion Cr ime Inte l l igence that  I  handed to General  

Khumalo  at  the i r  o f f ices there here  in  Pretor ia .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Why would that  source have wanted to 

say just  good morning ,  General ,  morning ,  General ,  can I  
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ca l l?    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  me who was doing th is ,  

Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am saying i f  you meant  to  send th is  to  a 

source,  what  in te rests would that  source have had to th is  

conversat ion –  sorry,  in  th is  conversat ion?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    He was pushing that  when am I  

seeing the General ,  the source.   And I  d id  del i ver  the  

source.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Could i t  be that  our  b rother  f rom the 10 

previous text  was referr ing to General  Khumalo?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  sa id I  do not  remember.   This one 

was sent  by mistake.   As you can see that  here,  I  went  to  

del i ver  a source.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  I  cannot  see that  f rom th is .   And i f  i t  

was sent  by mistake,  why d id you not  just  de lete i t?    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  ca l led h im,  Commissioners,  and 

in formed h im th is  was a mistake.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Is  i t  not  that  you cal led h im in  order  to  

d iscuss your in tended meet ing wi th General  Khumalo?   20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners ,  a l ready the meet ing  

wi th General  who?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wi th General  Dumisani  Khumalo .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    My in tended meet ing wi th General  

Khumalo? 
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Tel l ing who?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Mr Mat la la.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  he has got  noth ing to do  wi th my 

meet ing wi th General  Khumalo .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So when you met  wi th General  Khumalo ,  

because I  th ink you d id a l ready say that  you d id  have a  

meet ing wi th h im,  d id you d iscuss the  problem of  Mr 

Mat la la 's  problems wi th h is  cont ract?  Did you ask for  

assistance?   10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  I  d id  not  ask fo r  assistance.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Did you ra ise the cont ract?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  was ta lk ing to General  Khumalo  and 

in t roducing the source,  that  the source is  ta lk ing about  one,  

two,  three,  four ,  and then f rom there I  handed over the  

source.   I  le f t  the source wi th h im,  then I  drove away.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you are adamant  that  you never had 

a conversat ion w i th General  Khumalo  about  Mr Mat la la 's  

cont ract?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No.    20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  th is  message on i ts  face,  i t  

communicates noth ing of  s ign i f icance to a th i rd par ty  unless 

you are te l l ing that  th i rd par ty,  whether  i t  is  Mr Mat la la or  

somebody e lse,  unless you are te l l ing the th i rd par ty that ,  
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look,  I  am ta lk ing  to General  Khumalo ,  r ight?  I  th ink  your  

ev idence now is  that  the th i rd par ty you were send ing th is  

to  was pressing you and you needed to show them that  you 

are ta lk ing to General  Khumalo .   I  th ink that  is  what  you 

said.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am t ry ing  to say,  th is  ta lk ing to 

General  Khumalo ,  Commissioners ,  to  secure an 

appointment  to  take th is  person there …[ indist inct ] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  am t ry ing to  l is ten.   I  am making a  

d i f ferent  point  to  you.   Your evidence now is  that  you were 10 

going to in t roduce th is  source ,  I  th ink you cal l  them a 

source,  to  General  Khumalo .   That  is  what  you were t ry ing  

to arrange here.   Okay.   So that  is  a l l  that  th is  message 

does is  to  a le r t  somebody that  I  am ta lk ing to General  

Khumalo .   That  is  a l l .   And you say that  is  a l l  you were  

doing wi th i t .  

 And of  course,  i t  conta ins noth ing  other  than you 

are in  communicat ion wi th General  Khumalo .   Now,  i f  you 

sent  th is  to  Mr Mat la la by mistake,  why was i t  necessary to  

ca l l  h im and te l l  h im i t  i s  by  mistake?  I t  has noth ing to do  20 

wi th h im,  accord ing to you.   I t  conta ins no in format ion.   A l l  

i t  says is ,  good morning,  General .   Morning,  General ,  can I  

ca l l?    

 I f  i t  has noth ing  to do wi th Mr Mat la la,  i t  means 

absolute ly  noth ing to h im.   Why d id you consider  i t  
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necessary to  ca l l  h im,  as you te l l  us,  to  expla in I  sent  i t  to  

you by mistake?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Because i t  was not  in tended for  h im,  

Commissioners.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    That  is  what  you are te l l ing us ,  that  i t  

was not  in tended for  h im.   And i f  I  accept  for  purpose of  a  

d iscussion that  i t  was not  in tended for  h im,  why was i t  

necessary to  ca l l  h im and te l l  h im that?  Because he knows 

i t  has noth ing to  do wi th h im.   Why d id you not  just  le t  i t  

be?   10 

 I  mean,  in  your  many communicat ions wi th h im,  he  

sends you th ings ,  you do not  ask  h im what  is  th is  about?  

You just  le t  i t  be.   Even important  s tuf f ,  documents.   You do 

not  check wi th h im,  why are you sending me th is?  He says,  

speak to our  brother  about  the lady.   You do not  ask h im, 

what  b rother  are  you ta lk ing about?  So your pat tern on 

your ev idence,  your  pat te rn of  behaviour  in  your  exchanges 

wi th Mr Mat la la is  h is  stuf f  means noth ing.   You just  do not  

le t ,  i t  means noth ing to you.   You just  le t  i t  be.    

 So I  am asking you the same,  that  wel l ,  now you 20 

have sent  th is  to  Mr Mat la la ,  why d id you not  just  le t  i t  be?  

Why d id you th ink i t  was importan t  to  ca l l  h im and te l l  h im, 

oh,  I  sent  i t  by mistake,  i f  we accept  that  is  what  you d id,  

that  is  what  your  ca l l  was about ?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am saying,  Commissioners,  I  to ld  
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h im that  th is  was sent  by mistake,  i t  was not  in tended to  

h im,  because me,  General  Khumalo,  we were supposed to  

meet  to  come and present  the source ,  Commissioner .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  have any other  bet ter  answer 

than the one I  am giv ing to you,  Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight .   I  accept  that  i s  your  best  

answer.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  11 :29.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja,  I  do not  th ink you should star t  10 

another  point ,  i t  is  29 minutes past .   Let  us adjourn and 

come back at  11:45  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   General ,  we were  

deal ing wi th page 49.   And on page 49,  af ter  th is  

screenshot  that  you sent ,  Mr Mat la la,  wi th  your 

communicat ion w i th General  Khumalo,  you sent  h im a  

message saying:  20 

“Good af te rnoon,  my brother .   I  wi l l  be 

arr iv ing at  the p lace at  about  5 o 'c lock. ”  

Would that  have been your,  what  you say is  the usual  p lace,  

Menlyn Maine?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.   
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ADV HASSIM SC :    And then he responds to say:  

“Okay,  thanks.   I  have arranged wi th 

them anyway. ”  

Do you know who the ‘ them’  was?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  the people work ing there just  to  

open for  me.   I  must  wai t  fo r  h im.   He has a penthouse 

there just  to  wai t  for  h im there.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  what  was your purpose of  meet ing 

on 26 Apr i l?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    26 Apr i l .   I  just  want  to  check,  10 

Commissioners,  what  day of  the  week was i t?   I t  was a 

Sunday -  Saturday.   Yes,  i t  was a  Saturday.   So,  we were 

going to meet  jus t  for  a casual  meet ing and chat t ing th ings 

in  General  in  the meet ing.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  you were engaging wi th h im 

socia l l y?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    On a socia l  basis,  correct .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  thanks.   The remainder  of  the 

chats,  we deal t  wi th  13 May and some of  the dates just  

before 13 May.   Chai r ,  I  am not  going to go through i t  again.   20 

There is  more in  there.   I t  is  more  var ia t ions of  a  theme.   I  

do not  th ink we need to go there ,  but  I  am happy to,  i f  

Commissioners have quest ions.  

CHAIRPERSON :    As I  sa id so qui te  ear ly  on.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  thank you.   So,  we do,  however,  
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need to return to  the beginning of  the chats because there  

is  something tha t  needs to be deal t  wi th  that  i s  qui te  

important .   So,  General ,  the page I  would l i ke to  take you to 

is  page 10.   Okay,  at  the top of  page 10,  i t  actual ly  s tar ts  

on page 9.   You wi l l  see i t  is  a  message f rom you.   And you 

say to Mr Mat la la:  

“ I  wi l l  be in  Pretor ia  next  week.   I  request  

that  i f  th ings are favourable,  le t  us  

f ina l i se the cont ract  fo r  those guys who 

assisted us. ”  10 

You see that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so what  a re  you ta lk ing about  

here?  Let  us star t  b i t  by b i t .   Who are those guys who 

assisted you and Mr Mat la la?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners ,  I  just  want  to  check 

th is  message.   Le t  me go there.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    That  is  on page 9,  General .   So,  you 

wi l l  see the sender,  bot tom of  page 9.   And then i t  

cont inues on to page 10.  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   Thank you very  much,  

Commissioner.   On th is  one,  I  assume,  i f  my recol lect ion is  

wel l ,  that  i t  was in  l ine wi th the th i rd par ty who was 

assist ing h im,  whom I  have refer red to ta lk  to  h im in  re lat ion  

to the th ing of  the r isk management .   I f  you look at  page 3 
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a t  the bot tom,  when he was ta lk ing  about  the pro ject ,  when 

I  responded yesterday,  i t  should be the very same people  

who have assisted.   The language might  be us,  but  i t  is  h im 

in  the real  perspect ive.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  you are saying that  those guys are  

who again?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    A  th i rd par ty.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    A  th i rd par ty assist ing w i th r i sk 

assessment .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  more than one person.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And when you say,  when you use the  

word ‘us ’ ,  you actual ly  mean you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    You know,  I  am saying in  the r ight  

context  i t  is  h im,  not  me.   We Commissioners,  somet imes 

when we ta lk ,  we happen to use not  that  Engl ish that  is  in  

the books,  but  i t  i s  not  us per  se,  as both of  us,  but  i t  is  h im 

in  h is  cont ract  in  re lat ion to the r isk assessment .   Thank 

you.  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  want  to  ask you to th ink about  that  a  

b i t  more because you sent  that  message to h im at  19 :57.   

He responds to you at  20 :03.   So,  very soon af ter  you sent  

h im th is  message,  s ix  minutes  la ter ,  he sends you th is  

screenshot .   Righ t?  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And what  does that  screenshot  a  p ic ture  

of?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  a  computer ised screenshot .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Depict ing what?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  wr i t ten  SAPS on top and then i t  

ta lks about  in f ras t ructure,  external  data,  what -what .   Errors  

found on data set .   Yes,  i t  is  a  computer ised screenshot .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  do you recognise th is?  Have you 

seen th is  k ind of  screenshot  before?  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Where?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  a  SAPS computer  system,  is  i t  not?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  saw i t  when he sent  me the very 

same one.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You saw i t  when he sent  i t  to  you?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Right ,  and th is  is  a screenshot  of  an 

in ternal  SAPS sof tware.   I t  is  a  computer  screen.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  and i t  re la tes to in format ion  20 

concern ing h is cont ract .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  wi l l  not  know what  i s  re lated to  

which or  what .   I  do not  know.   I t  does not  say th is  i s  

re lated to Medicare24.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Right .   I t  just  i t  has numbers.   I t  has 
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sor t  o f  I  suppose reference number and i t  says invoices to  

be uploaded.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Let  me check.   Where is  tha t?  I  am 

not  f ind ing that  what  you are saying was to be uploaded.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You see i t  says end of  report .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Between t raml ines,  just  above that .  

CHAIRPERSON :    On the r ight -hand s ide,  General .   Just  

above end of  report ,  r ight -hand s ide .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  I  see i t ,  Commissioner.  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  says invoices to be uploaded.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioner.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  th is  is  an in ternal  f inance 

screenshot ,  is  i t  not?  I t  is  a  screen of  f inance department  

sof tware and in format ion.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  looks l ike that  because I  do not  

normal ly  work wi th f inances,  but  i t  looks l ike that .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    You can see i t  says South  Af r ican 

Pol ice Serv ice at  the top and then in f rast ructure,  external  

data ret r ieval ,  et  cetera,  et  cetera .   So,  i t  is  a  job card or  an 20 

ent ry.   I t  was a search that  i t  seems someone had done and 

i t  came up wi th th is .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    When I  look at  i t ,  Commissioners,  the 

f i rs t  th ing I  must  put  i t  on record,  I  do not  work wi th 

f inances.   I  am unable to  expla in what  exact ly  th is  and what  
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th is  is  doing but  when you show me that  th ing,  invoices to 

be uploaded,  in  my mind,  i t  te l ls  me that  someone was 

supposed to be paid.   That  is  what  comes in to my mind.   

Someone was supposed to be paid.   When you look at  th is  

th ing that  i s  wr i t ten,  invoices to be  uploaded.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  but  i t  is  an in ternal  SAPS.   I t  could 

be f inance or  supply chain management  department ,  th is  

in format ion.   Why d id he send th is  to  you?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  know why but  as I  ind icated 

yesterday,  in  my other  messages,  as I  test i f ied yesterday,  I  10 

th ink Tuesday,  that  he d id te l l  me about  h is  chal lenges of  

not  receiv ing h is payments.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  know why he sent  th is  to  me 

and how he got  hold of  i t  because I  a lso t r ied to check the  

pol ice emblem.   I  do  not  see i t  here,  but  I  see i t  is  wr i t ten  

the South Af r ican Pol ice Serv ices .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so he sent  you th is .   Do you 

d ispute that  th is  is  an in ternal  SAPS informat ion?  Do you 

d ispute that?  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  can be purpor ted to be because 

these th ings peop le somet imes reproduce.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sorry,  say that  again?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  can be purpor ted to be.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  am not  fo l lowing.   You are saying i t  
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may not  be?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  can be,  i t  cannot  be.   So,  I  do not  

want  to  say I  d ispute or  I  agree.   I t  can be or  i t  cannot  be,  

but  th is  is  what  he sent .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so he sent  you th is  and he says 

le t  me know when you are around.   Did you ask h im what  is  

th is?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    As  I  am saying,  la ter  he ind icated to  

me about  h is  chal lenges,  but  I  do not  th ink I  asked h im what  

th is  i s  for .  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    You d id not  ask  h im?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  th ink  I  asked h im.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you d id not  ask  h im where  he 

received th is  f rom?  Did i t  not  occur  to  you at  the  t ime?  I  

mean,  i t  is  apparent  to  anyone who looks at  i t  that  i t  is  a  

SAPS internal  in format ion and i t  is  a  screenshot .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  th ink I  asked h im,  but  I  

be l ieve i f  he is  ca l led here,  he wi l l  be able to  come and say 

where he got  i t ,  what  is  th is  th ing.   Is  i t  authent ic  SAPS 

document  or  d id somebody reproduce i t  o r  what?  I  do not  20 

know but  he wi l l  have to come and test i f y .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Did you repor t  th is  to  anybody wi th in 

f inance or  supply chain management  to  say I  am get t ing th is  

th ing?  I t  looks l ike i t  might  be an in ternal  SAPS f inance 

in format ion,  cont ractual  in format ion and you might  have a  
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leak.   Did you report  th is  to  anybody?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  I  d id  not  report  i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Why not?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  never crossed my mind to report  i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Why not?  When you see th is ,  d id i t  not  

make you th ink?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  never c rossed my mind to report  i t  

to  Commissioners .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  you sat  wi th  th is  and d id noth ing?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  not  report  i t  to  Commissioners.  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    And when you spoke to h im,  Mr Mat la la,  

a f ter  th is ,  what  was the conversat ion?  Did he ta lk  to  you 

about  why he sent  th is  to  you?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    He never to ld me why he sent  i t  to 

me,  but  he to ld  me about  h is  chal lenges of  delayed payment  

and there were those orders there around I  th ink February,  

March,  around there.   I  wi l l  have to check proper ly  the  

dates here,  but  I  do  not  know the  exact  dates,  but  he  d id 

in form me about  h is  chal lenges of  payments,  delayed 

payments.  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  bu t  I  have never  cross -

quest ioned h im about  th is .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  when he to ld you about  h is  

chal lenges on delayed payments,  he just  d id  not  ta lk  to  you 
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about  th is?  He just  sent  th is  to  you wi thout  any 

conversat ion.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  be l ieve,  I  am saying he never  -  we 

never d iscussed th is  document ,  me and h im.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  do not  bel ieve that  you are ,  again,  

being open and honest  wi th  the Commission.   Th is i s  an  

in ternal  screenshot  of  a  computer  screen to which only  

people in  f inance and supply chain management  would have 

access.   A pr ivate c i t izen,  someone obviously took th is  and 

th is  screenshot  and sent  i t  to  Mr Mat la la.   And the  reason 10 

he sent  i t  to  you is  for  assistance on deal ing w i th h is  

payment  of  h is  invoices.   As you say,  he was ta lk ing to you 

about  i t  and he was seeking your assistance.   What  is  your  

comment  on that?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    He never asked my ass istance,  

Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  a lso say to  you that ,  again,  in  the  

person of  your  posi t ion and wi th your responsib i l i t ies,  you 

should have reported th is  to  the re levant  person in  e i ther 

f inance or  supply chain management  in  head of f ice.   20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  be l ieve that  is  the advocate 's  v iew,  

but  I  d id  not  repor t  i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Now,  I  know the fact  that  you d id not  

report  i t .   Do you accept  that  you should have reported i t?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    For  me,  i t  d id  not  make any sense.   
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That  is  why I  d id  not  even look up  -  d iscuss i t  wi th  h im and 

everyth ing,  as I  have ind icated.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  wi l l  mainta in what  I  am saying.   I  th ink 

you are not  being  complete ly open wi th the Commiss ion.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Come again?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  wi l l  mainta in  what  I  sa id ear l ier  that  

you are just  not  being open wi th the Commission about  th is  

screenshot  and what  i ts  meaning is .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Are you moving of f  th is  page 40?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Or 10,  rather ,  page 10.   General ,  that  

WhatsApp message at  the top where you say :  

“ I  wi l l  be in  Pretor ia  next  week,  I  request  

that  i f  th ings are favourable,  le t  us  

f ina l i se the cont ract  fo r  those guys who 

assisted us. ”  

You say that  the guys you are referr ing to are the r i sk  

assessment  people that  you gave h im to speak to.  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Did I  then mishear your  ev idence 

yesterday or  misunderstand i t  yes terday when I  th ink you 

said a l l  you d id was just  to  g ive h im the names and what  he  

d id wi th them, you do not  know?  I  thought  that  was your 



    29 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 49 
 

Page 86  o f  213  

 

 

ev idence yesterday.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  sa id I  re ferred h im to people who 

know these th ings of  secur i t y  r i sk  management  so that  he 

must  cont inue to deal  wi th  them.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  and you had no fur ther  

involvement?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  sa id  whatever emanated f rom there,  

I  d id  not  fur ther  ask h im about .   But  th is  WhatsApp 

reminded me that  when I  asked h im that ,  d id  he f ina l ise the 

cont ract  of  those guys,  I  was refer r ing to the very same 10 

people,  just  enqui r ing,  Commissioner.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    So,  you got  involved in  d iscussions wi th 

Mr Mat la la about  cont racts for  these r isk assessment  

people.   You d id  not  just  g ive h im names and carr ied on 

wi th your l i fe  and do not  know what  he d id wi th them.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    As I  ind icated,  Commissioners,  

yesterday,  in  that  we were ta lk ing  under General  and then I  

brought  th is  top ic  of  r i sk assessment .   Then I  recommended 

these th i rd-par ty  people to  do i t  because I  was of  the v iew 

that  he  is  going to ca l l  them, they must  do a presentat ion 20 

and then do that .   That  is  why I  was asking h im here about  

whether  he f ina l ised  the cont rac t ,  meaning that  in  my 

context  that  d id they meet  and d id what  they were supposed 

to do,  d id they f ina l i se thei r  work wi th h im in  re lat ion to h is  

secur i t y  company.    
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ADV BALOYI SC :    So,  you knew that  he is  deal t  wi th ,  he  

has been ta lk ing to them, they are  ta lk ing about  cont racts.   

What  I  am t ry ing to establ ish f rom you is  af ter  you gave h im 

the names,  what  was your fu r ther  involvement  wi th th is  

referra l  because the impression you created yesterday and 

unt i l  you see th is  WhatsApp message,  the impression that  

you have created to us in  my reco l lect ion of  your  ev idence 

is  a l l  you d id was you just  gave h im the names o f  these 

people and then that  was your only  involvement  in  i t .    

 When he says to  you,  I  have met  wi th a guy,  you 10 

remember  there were emai ls ,  WhatsApp’s ,  where he says,  I  

have met  wi th a guy,  we asked you what  th is  is  about ,  you 

said,  I  assumed he meant  the r isk  assessment  people,  I  do  

not  know.   So,  you gave us the impression yesterday in  your  

ev idence that  you just  gave h im the  names and that  was the  

end of  your  involvement .   Now we have a WhatsApp before  

us where you are  now ta lk ing about  cont racts.   Maybe te l l  

us  more.   What  in  fact  was the ex tent  of  your  involvement  

wi th Mr  Mat la la and the people that  you say you referred 

h im to fo r  r i sk assessment?  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  here I  was just  

making a fo l low -up.   I  d id  not  par t ic ipate in  the ent i re  

process.   I  was making a fo l low -up about  the f ina l i sat ion of  

that  cont ract .   I t  is  not  a cont ract  that  I  am a par tner  to  i t  or  

whatever .   I  was making a fo l low -up whether  that  cont ract  –  
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i t  is  just  that  maybe I  u t i l ised my Engl ish wrongfu l l y  when I  

say us.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  I  am not  at  us yet .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  am st i l l  a t  the cont ract  because I  

would l ike to  know how did you know as of  the  15 t h  o f  

January 2025,  how did you know that  they have not  

f ina l i sed the cont ract  unless you were involved in  whatever 

was going on?  Why would you know that?  I t  is  not  your  

business.   I t  is  Mr Mat la la 's  business accord ing to you that  10 

you are refer r ing  h im for  r isk assessment .   How and why 

would you know that  there is  a cont ract  that  must  s t i l l  be 

completed between them that  must  be f ina l i sed?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  I  am saying I  was 

making a fo l low -up.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  to  f ina l i se the cont ract .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  was mak ing a fo l low -up i f  he d id  

f ina l i se the cont ract .   I t  is  unfor tunate that  I  u t i l ised the  

word us.   But  I  was making a fo l low -up.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    You are request ing h im,  General .   You 20 

are not  asking fo r  an update.   I t  is  not  an update you are  

asking for .   And p lease do not  say unfor tunate use of  

language,  of  Eng l ish.   No,  i t  wi l l  not  work.   You are not  

asking for  an update.   You say,  you request  that  we f ina l ise 

the cont ract .   So,  you know the cont ract  i s  not  yet  f ina l i sed.   
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And how do you know that  the cont ract  is  not  f ina l i sed 

unless you are much more involved wi th th is  than you 

test i f ied yesterday or  the impression you created 

yesterday?  You knew.   You knew the cont ract  is  not  

f ina l i sed.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    As I  have ind icated,  Commissioners,  I  

wanted to know i f  th is  cont ract  was f ina l ised because when 

we ta lked that  t ime,  he agreed to engage wi th them.  He 

agreed to engage wi th those th i rd par t ies.   Hence,  I  d id  not  

par t ic ipate.   Then I  asked  I  was asking h im i f  th is  cont ract ,  10 

he d id f ina l i se i t  because the cont ract  i s  a quest ion of  

whether  they came,  d id they g ive h im the th ing,  d id he  

f ina l i se i t .   I  was checking i f  he d id  f ina l ise i t .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  General ,  that  cannot  be,  and you 

know i t  is  not .   Your language is  very c lear .   I  request  that  i f  

th ings are favourable,  le t  us f ina l ise the cont rac t .   You 

know that  is  not  a request  for  an update.   I t  is  not  an 

enqui ry.   You know as you s i t  there that ,  in  fact ,  what  th is  

is ,  you are asking  Mr Mat la la,  le t  us complete th is  cont ract .   

Let  us do what  i s  necessary to  f ina l ise i t .    20 

 You know that .   And p lease accept  that  we a lso  

know what  the Engl ish language you have used here  means 

because otherwise i t  is  as i f  you are tak ing  us fo r  foo ls.   

You know,  you te l l  us  what  you want  and then we are not  

reading the same text .   In  th is  text ,  you say,  I  request  that  
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we f ina l i se the cont ract .   And i t  says exact ly  that .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  …[ intervenes]  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So that  i s  what  i t  says.   And I  am not  

asking you fo r  comment  fu r ther  about  i t .   That  is  what  i t  

says.   I t  is  language,  i t  is  c lear .   You are asking  h im to 

f ina l i se the cont ract .   That  i s  one.   Two,  you say,  for  those 

guys who assisted us.   So,  by  now you have received  -  you 

know that  Mr Mat la la has received assistance,  whether  i t  is  

h is  company or  both your companies,  but  you know f rom 

th is  text  that  assistance has been provided.    10 

 So,  you fur ther  ev idence that  you are much more 

in t imate ly involved wi th whoever you are refer r ing to here,  

the th i rd par ty,  the guys that  you are referr ing to.   You have 

ins ight .   They assisted us.   I t  is  not  a s l ip  of  the  Engl ish 

language.   I t  is a  fact  you are  stat ing.   The guys who 

assisted us.   So,  you are much more involved than you have 

le t  on to us.    

 Last ly ,  the us,  i t  is  not  a s l ip  of  the Engl ish  

language.   I t  is  not  somet imes we speak to  us.   You are  

speaking about  something that  you and Mr Mat la la are  20 

involved wi th,  wi th  these guys who have assisted you and 

that  you need to f ina l i se the cont ract .   That  i s  what  th is  text  

is .   And p lease do not  say to us  th ings that  suggest  you 

th ink we –  yes,  I  th ink we have a l l  done Engl ish,  at  least  up  

to matr ic .    
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 And th is  is  s imple Engl ish.   There are no d i f f icu l t  

words that  requi re a d ic t ionary.   Your text  is  c lear .   I  

request  that  i f  th ings are favourable,  le t  us f ina l ise the  

cont ract  for  those guys who assisted,  and then us,  you and 

Mr Mat la la and whoever e lse you are refer r ing to.   That  is  

what  i t  is .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And just  one last  point .   Remember 

your ear l ier  d iscussion wi th Mr Mat la la  …[intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  a minute.   Do you wish to comment 

on th is ,  General?  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  was advised not  to  comment ,  and I  

wi l l  take i t .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  d id  not  ask you not  to  comment .   I  just  

do not  expect  you to have a comment .   You can comment  i f  

you want  to .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  take that .   Thank you,  

Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  was just  reminding you,  your  ear l ie r  

d iscussion wi th Mr Mat la la on page 3,  i t  can a lso be a s l ip  20 

of  the tongue because he says to you,  our  pro ject ,  meaning 

yours and h is pro ject .   So i t  can be that  both of  you do not  

understand what  us  and I  and me and we mean.   Sure ly i t  

cannot  be.   Your  response to h im is  to  thank h im.   Your 

response is  not  I  do not  know what  you are ta lk ing about .   
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Your response is  to  say thank you.   Do you want  to  

comment  or  s imply accept  that  that  is  what  the text  says?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  want  to  comment  because 

our  context  of  the  text  i s  not  the same.   That  i s  a l l .   I  would  

rather  remain s i lent  on th is  one.   I  do not  want  to  answer.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wel l ,  the context  wi l l  be the same 

because accord ing to you,  yesterday you said at  page 2 

when you were asked about  the guy that  I  met  very la te,  

could not  even not i f y  you,  I  am coming back again 

tomorrow,  though he needs to g ive  me feedback.   You said  10 

that  was the  guys you refer red h im to fo r  r isk assessment .   

That  is  at  page 2.   That  is  what  you said.   I t  is  the guys fo r  

r isk assessment .   And then at  page 3 that  Commissioner 

Khumalo is  refer r ing you to,  where he says :  

“The guy I  went  to  see real ly  helped.   I  

wi l l  te l l  you whenever you are back th is  

s ide.   Monday I  am star t ing wi th our  

pro ject .   Noth ing is  d is tu rb ing me 

anymore. ”  

You said that  is  the r i sk assessment .   And then now at  page 20 

10 you say i t  is  the r i sk assessment .   So accord ing  to you,  

you are ta lk ing about  the same people.   So,  the context  is  

not  d i f ferent  at  a l l .   And Commiss ioner Khumalo is  correct  

to  say,  wel l ,  your  explanat ion yesterday that  the ‘our ’  a t  

page 3 could not  have been referr ing to a pro ject  that  you 
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are involved wi th .   

 When you look a t  that  and then you look at  th is  

page 10 where there is  a reference to us,  i t  is  c lear  what  i t  

c la r i f ies is  you are involved wi th Mr Mat la la ,  whoever e lse  

is  involved we do not  know,  but  cer ta in ly  wi th Mr  Mat la la .   

You are involved in  a common act iv i ty ,  whatever  that  

common act iv i ty  i s .   You te l l  us that  common act iv i t y  i s  the 

r isk assessment ,  but  we know f rom th is  i t  is  a  common 

act iv i t y ,  by the use of  p lu ra l .   And we know f rom you that  a l l  

these WhatsApp’s  f rom pages 2,  3 and 10 are about  r i sk  10 

assessment .   So,  i t  is  exact ly  the same context  and exact ly  

the same story.   Thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Commissioner  -  General ,  before you 

respond,  I  just  want  to  say that  your  own vers ion,  you now 

say that  the context ,  your  response is  very cur t .   In 

response to the quest ion by Commissioner Baloyi ,  which is  

to  say the context  is  d i f ferent ,  and you leave i t  a t  that .   But  

in  paragraph 38 of  your  statement ,  you put  those 

communicat ions together .   You say a l l  o f  them about  the  

same th ing.   So,  you say that  yoursel f  in  your  sta tement .   20 

So,  I  just  wanted to point  that  out  to  you before you respond 

to Commissioner Baloyi .   But  you may respond to her .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  have a response on th is  

mat ter .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sorry,  I  d id  not  hear that?  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  have a response on th is  

mat ter .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You do not  have a response?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Commissioner,  I  am moving o f f  f rom 

that .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    You may.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   Okay,  last  th ing before we 

leave the chats.   And that  concerns i t  concerns the  

re lat ionship between Mr Mat la la  and your son and the  10 

assistance that  he provides.   Now I  need to just  -  I  moved 

of f  i t .   I  need to  just  f ind the page again.   Bear wi th me.   

Yes,  page 7.   In  the middle of  the page,  you send a  

message to Mr Mat la la .   And you say to h im :  

“Good af ternoon,  brother .   Did you meet  

wi th Thato?  And he responds,  tomorrow.   

I  am wai t ing for  o f fer  to  purchase f i rs t . ”  

Why were you ask ing h im about  meet ing wi th Thato?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  because he was -  he d id in form 

me ear l ier  in  our  te lephone conversat ion that  he is  looking 20 

for  Thato.   He cannot  get  hold of  h im.   So,  when they met  

th is  -  le t  me just  go to the WhatsApp cal l .   I  wi l l  te l l  you 

now.   Page 7.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  page 7.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Have you found the chats?  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  cor rect ,  I  d id .   Thank you.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Hassim.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  do  you want  to  answer the 

quest ion?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Can you repeat  i t ,  p lease?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You are asking h im,  d id you meet  wi th  

Thato?  He says to you,  tomorrow.   I  am wai t ing for  of fer  to  

purchase f i rs t .   Do you ind icate in  your  usual  way,  thank 

you.   And my quest ion  is  about  th is  conversat ion you are  

having and about  the broader re lat ionship between you,  10 

your son,  and Mr  Mat la la.   So,  what  was th is  conversat ion 

about  between you and h im and the  of fer  to  purchase?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Look,  I  be l ieve that  he was updat ing 

me about  what  they are  doing wi th  my son because when I  

asked h im,  d id you meet  wi th Thato ,  remember I  test i f ied on 

Tuesday that  at  some stages he asked me i f  I  know Thato 

Senona,  I  expla ined and then he explored to  me in  re lat ion 

to the business that  h im and my son were star t ing to 

engage on and then I  was very much happy wi th  that  and 

eventual ly ,  i f  he does not  get  Thato,  he wi l l  a lways come to 20 

me and say,  in fo rm Thato to ca l l  me.   He never sa id,  do th is  

and th is  and th is  for  Thato,  but  in fo rm Thato to ca l l  me.  

They cal l  somet imes they  meet .   I  was just  checking i f  they 

met  because I  knew they were supposed to meet  to  do thei r  

own business.   
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ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  why d id he  say to you,  I  am wai t ing 

for  of fer  to  purchase f i rs t?  I f  i t  was not  par t  o f  your  

business,  i t  was just  something s imply between Mr  Mat la la  

and your son,  what  would you know about  an  of fer  to  

purchase?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  does not  need any rocket  sc ience i f  

a  person is  doing a business wi th your son.   I f  he decides to  

in form you about  the progress of  the pro ject ,  sor ry,  I  am 

saying pro ject .   I f  he decides to in form you about  what  

exact ly  is  happening and where,  i t  is  good,  but  the 10 

quest ions that  I  am requi red to answer here,  i t  is  h im,  why 

d id he decide to do so .   But  I  am saying I  be l ieve that  he 

was updat ing me about  what  was happening regard ing the 

business between h im and my son.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    And then when he wants my son,  i f  he  

cannot  get  hold  of  h im,  I  wi l l  get  my son and say,  p lease 

cal l  Mr Mat la la ,  he is  looking fo r  you.   Not  going in to  deta i l s  

of  the i r  business.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so you,  I  mean what  is ,  but  you 20 

are fac i l i ta t ing the re lat ionship between Mr Mat la la  and your 

son?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  vehement ly  deny that  I  am not  

fac i l i ta t ing.   I t  is  a  parent  who is  being in formed about  the  

progress of  a  bus iness venture tha t  h is  or  h is  son is  doing  
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wi th  another  businessperson.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    He was keeping you updated as a  

parent .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Absolute ly  t rue.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i t  was necessary for  h im to keep 

doing th is .   So,  you were aware of ,  because he was 

updat ing you,  you were aware  of  these engagements 

between h im and your son?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    He wi l l  update me as and when he 

deems i t  f i t ,  but  he was not  obl iged to.    10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then i f  you go to page 16,  in  fact  i t  

s ta r ts  on page 15.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i t  is  immediate ly af ter  the v ideo 

c l ip .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    On 6 February.   So,  i t  is  on the same 

day as that  v ideo c l ip .   Remember the v ideo c l ip  was of  the 

person saying that  we are going to cancel  a cont ract  wi th  

non-performance by the serv ice provider .   20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  I  th ink the issue of  

the v ideo c l ip ,  we wi l l  s t i l l  have to come to that ,  maybe i f  we 

can f ina l i se th is  humble request  before we go to the v ideo 

c l ip ,  because i t  wi l l  be my request  that  i t  must  be p layed 

again,  that  v ideo c l ip ,  that  we were  provided wi th on,  I  th ink 
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i t  is  the f i rs t  day or  second day.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    S i r ,  I  am not  going to the v ideo c l ip .   

The point  o f  my quest ion is  not ,  I  am just  saying i t  is  below 

the v ideo c l ip .   

CHAIRPERSON :    But  I  th ink the  point  i s  fa i r  that  the 

General ,  wants  the v ideo c l ip  p layed again .   He was asked 

quest ions about  i t  and then we stopped that  midway for  the 

General  to  v iew the v ideo overn ight .   I  am not  say ing that  

must  be done now.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   10 

CHAIRPERSON :    But  a l l  I  am saying is  the point  is  fa i r  that  

at  some point  that  should be done.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Fai r  enough.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Is  that  fa i r ,  General?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So then i f  we can get  back to where I  

was.   So,  he sends you that  v ideo c l ip  and then he sends 

you th is ,  again  i t  appears to  be screenshots of  a  20 

conversat ion wi th  somebody f rom an estate agency about  

an of fer  to  purchase.   I t  goes on for  a few pages.   I f  you 

just  page through.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Page 17?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  i t  s tar ts .  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    You said page 2?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Page th rough,  I  sa id you can page 

through i t .   Because i t  s ta r ts  bot tom of  15,  i t  goes 16,  17,  

of fer  to  purchase,  18,  p ic ture o f  a  two-bedroom f la t  in  

Menlyn.   Is  th is  the same bui ld ing where you meet?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then on page 19,  af te r  sending you 

a l l  o f  th is ,  you say thank you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Right ,  so you are saying he is  just  10 

keeping you abreast  of  h is  deal ings wi th your son.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  because af ter  he sent  th is  to  

me,  I  am not  sure  he sent  i t  to  me f i rs t  or  to  Thato f i rs t ,  but  

he sent  i t  to  both  of  us,  which is  that  he was updat ing me, 

happi ly  updat ing me.   I  took i t ,  he  was updat ing me about  

the progress they are making wi th my son,  of  which i t  is  not  

me who demanded the update.   Thank you,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  wi l l  te l l  you what  i t  seems l i ke f rom the 

context  of  a l l  o f  these chats,  and I  wi l l  a l low you to 

comment .   When you read the communicat ions about  those 20 

guys,  the cont rac t  assist ing us,  h is  messages to you about  

the screenshots,  for  example,  invoices to be uploaded,  what  

you are saying about  he is  got  problems get t ing pa id,  he is  

seeking assistance f rom you,  f rom others.    

 We have gone through that  a l ready.   A l l  o f  that  is  in  
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order  fo r  h im to get  progress on payment  on h is cont ract ,  

and that  is  not  ent i re ly  d isconnected f rom his ab i l i ty  to  

cont inue doing business wi th your son.   You are say ing that  

to  do business wi th your son and to assist  your  son on 

purchase of  p roperty,  he needs to  be paid,  and tha t  is  why 

he was having these conversat ions wi th you about  payment  

of  the cont ract .   

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am not  sure that  I  fo l low the connect ion 

wi th the purchase of  the property.   I  get  th is  about  the 

assistance and so on,  the meet ing  wi th General  Mkhwanazi  10 

and so on.   I  do not  know how the  issue of  the purchase of  

the property gets  woven in to a l l  o f  that .   I  am not  saying  

there is  no way that  may be done,  but  I  just  do not  get  how 

you get  there.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  was t ry ing to shortcut  through i t  

because of  t ime.   There is  a whole lo t  more sor t  o f  

WhatsApp chat  between the son and Mr Mat la la ,  which the 

wi tness would have seen.   

CHAIRPERSON :    You see,  the d i f f icu l t y  is  the General  may 

a lso be,  I  am not  answer ing on h is behal f .   I f  I  am confused,  20 

one cannot  d iscount  the possib i l i ty  that  the General  may 

a lso be confused.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  le t  me not  make any speculat ion.   

Let  me s imply ask a quest ion,  and the General  can answer 

i t ,  and that  is  whether  there is  any connect ion.  
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CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Is  there any 

connect ion between the engagement  between your son and 

Mr Mat la la and the cont ract  that  he  is  seeking your  

assistance on for  payment?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    There is  to ta l l y  no connect ion,  

Commissioner.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And knowing that  he is  assist ing your 

son,  and I  know that ,  Chai r ,  th is  i s  something we went  

through a l i t t le  b i t  ear l ier .   I  am not  going to dwel l  on  i t  very  10 

long,  but  I  must  put  i t  to  the wi tness.   Given what  you said 

about  tak ing d istance f rom Mr Mat la la and your concern,  d id  

you a ler t  your  son to be wary of  get t ing in to business deals 

wi th Mr Mat la la?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The 5 t h  o f  March,  Commissioners,  

when the issue o f  being wary,  by then,  by the 5 t h  ,  before 

the 5 t h   o f  March,  i f  my recol lect ion is  r ight ,  I  want  to  check 

the WhatsApp between my son and Mr Mat la la because i f  

she can assist  me to look in to  where is  that ,  those 

WhatsApp,  because as I  have test i f ied,  th is  deal  never went  20 

through,  and then I  have employed the Commission to ask 

people to  go doub le -check.   S ince then,  when th is  th ing was 

stopped,  my son and Mr Mat la la never communicated 

anymore.   They never spoke,  and he never updated me wi th  

any other  th ing.   
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Sorry,  s ince when?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am looking fo r  dates.   I  want  to  

check my son's WhatsApp messages.   Thank you,  

Commissioners.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The last  communicat ion between Mr 

Mat la la and my son,  I  th ink i t  was 3 March.  

CHAIRPERSON :    3  March.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    3  March.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Before the cr i t ica l  5 t h  o f  March.   10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Before the cr i t ica l  5 t h  o f  March.   Then 

that  was i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  you are saying they cut  of f  t ies,  he  

cut  of f  t ies.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    They never communicated any fur ther  

because I  be l ieve the issue of  the business venture d id not  

go th rough.   As I  ind icated that  cur rent ly  my son is  doing  

something e lse over  and above the other  th ings tha t  he d id  

before wi th other  businesspersons .   And I  must  emphasise  

there is  no connect ion of  th is  business venture of  my son 20 

and my re lat ionsh ip wi th Mr Mat la la .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  you say th is  t ransact ion d id not  

go th rough,  th is  a t tempt  to  buy an apartment .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    This i s  the only  business that  they t r ied  
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to  do together .   There was no other  one that  they t r ied.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    As of  my recol lect ion,  Commissioner,  

yes.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    This i s  the only  one?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioner.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    And they were buying an apartment  

together?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Or d id they have a company that  was 

going to be buying the property,  or  you have these two 10 

ind iv iduals,  Mr Mat la la and Mr Thato Senona,  as ind iv iduals  

buying th is  apartment?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    When I  look at  these documents here,  

at  one stage you requested the FICA documents  of  my son,  

but  how were they going to buy i t ,  reg ister  in  which 

company or  whatever ,  I  do not  have knowledge of  that .   I  

cannot  assist  the Commissioners wi th that .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Maybe le t  me ask more c lear ly  what  I  

am t ry ing to f ind out  is  d id they ever  have a company 

together ,  to  your  knowledge?  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  Commissioners.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Can I ,  General ,  just  ask you a few 

quest ions?  Let  us star t  on page 7.   Same bundle,  page 47.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Page?  



    29 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 49 
 

Page 104  o f  213  

 

 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Sor ry,  7 ,  no t  47.   The impression you 

created was that  i t  was Cat  Mat la la who asked you i f  you 

know Thato Senona.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  when I  look at  the  WhatsApp text ,  

9  January  2025,  at  17 :39,  i t  looks l ike i t  i s  you who is  

asking Cat  Mat la la whether  he met  Thato,  your  son.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So where does Cat  ask you i f  you 

know Thato Senona?  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  test i f ied on Tuesday,  

Commissioners,  that  in  the la t ter  par t  o f  2024,  I  cannot  

recal l  the exact  date when he was asking me about  my son.   

Not  here in  January,  Commissioners.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And what  business do you say they 

were doing together  in  the la t ter  par t  o f  2024?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    They were  d iscussing th is  business.   

He asked me,  le t  me just  repeat  what  I  sa id,  

Commissioners.   Do you know Thato Senona?  Yes,  he is  

my son.   What  about  h im?  We were ta lk ing.   No,  we are 20 

t ry ing to do business in  terms of  property.   In  a property 

business.   I  sa id,  oh,  okay,  you are doing business wi th my 

son.   I  am happy.   Congratu lat ions.   There was no 

WhatsApp ta lk ing and everyth ing wi th re lat ion  to that  

because we were together ,  me and Mr Mat la la.  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    So,  they were going to buy an 

apartment .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    That  is  the business.   He said  

business in  property.   And as th ings are unfo ld ing,  they 

were sending these th ings to me,  and then they were  buying  

an apartment .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And then just  for  completeness on 

page 11,  remember on page 10,  we have a l ready been 

through i t ,  you had a d iscussion about  a cont ract  that  was 

to be f ina l ised wi th the  people who assisted us.   And then 10 

on page 11,  you are having the conversat ion wi th Mr 

Mat la la,  you te l l  h im that  you are around Pretor ia ,  and then 

he says to you the second last  WhatsApp :  

“Afternoon Nduna,  can you p lease Thato 

to send me h is FICA documents.   I  sent  a 

message and cal led.   He is  not  

responding. ”  

So that  i s  the WhatsApp you are re ferr ing to about  the FICA 

documents.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .   20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Okay,  and then la ter  on on page 18,  i f  

we star t  on page 16,  17,  18,  we can see that  i t  was Mr  

Mat la la who was going to pay fo r  th is  property.   I  th ink that  

much is  c lear  f rom the WhatsApp on page 18,  r ight?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see here they are ta lk ing.  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    Because he is  ta lk ing to the agent ,  

and the agent  says on the OTP under point  number 34 :  

“Can you state how you want  to  make 

payment? ”  

Do you see that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see that .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.   So,  f rom th is  i t  is  qui te  c lear  

that  i t  was Mr Mat la la who was going to make payment  for  

th is  apartment .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see here they were asking h im how 10 

do you want  to  make payment ,  but  I  do not  know.   I  cannot  

say yes or  no,  or  what  was thei r  a rrangements,  the i r  

Commissions.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  that  i s  what  i t  looks l i ke.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  looks l i ke,  but  I  cannot  say that  i t  i s  

Commission.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Because i t  leaves me wi th the  

impression that  Mr Mat la la,  the whole arrangement  was 

about  Mr Mat la la purchasing an apartment  for  your  son.   I f  

you do not  know,  you do not  know.   I f  you care to comment ,  20 

you can comment  about  that .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  my son is  a  

businessperson .   He does have h is own house.   He does not  

need an addi t ional  house to stay in .   I f  whatever  he wants 

to  do to get  money legal ly  so ld to  support  h is  fami ly ,  I  am 



    29 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 49 
 

Page 107  o f  213  

 

 

happy wi th that  as a parent .   Thank you,  Commissioner.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  you are not  answer ing my 

quest ion.   My quest ion is  f rom these documents that  Mr  

Mat la la was going to purchase that  apartment  for  your  son.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    For  me …[intervenes]  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Sorry,  my mic was of f .   Let  me t ry  

and repeat .   I  was focussing on you and forgot  about  the  

mic.   I t  looks f rom th is  document  that  Mr Mat la la was going 

to purchase an apartment  for  your  son.   That  is  what  i t  

looks l ike.  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Maybe when Mr Mat la la is  here,  he 

wi l l  respond to that .   I  cannot  respond to th is .   Thank you,  

Commissioners.   But  a l l  I  know i t  was a jo in t  venture .   

CHAIRPERSON :    General ,  f rom what  we have seen,  Mr 

Mat la la appears  to  be a man involved in  business or  

businesses on a large scale.   We even see a cont ract  of  

R360 mi l l ion wi th SAPS.   There  is  ment ion of  h im a lso  

par t ic ipat ing in  the Thembisa cont ract .   He a lso has the 

CAT VIP Protect ion Serv ices.   Perhaps one could go on.   I  

do not  know.    20 

 Ser ious businessman on a large scale.   I t  looks 

very odd to me that  he would have wanted to go on a  

business venture  wi th your son fo r  a s ingle apartment .   A 

s ingle apartment .   How much were  they going to make out  

of  that ,  shar ing that  between the two of  them?  I t  looks very 
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odd to me.   I  would understand i f  they were buying that  

b lock of  apartments  at  the bot tom o f  page 18.    

 I  would understand i f  they were buy ing  that  b lock of  

apartments .   But  for  -  I  do not  know the extent  in  monetary 

terms of  your  son 's business or  businesses.   So,  I  wi l l  not  

go there.   I  wi l l  just  ta lk  about  Mr Mat la la,  to  whom we have 

been exposed.   Does i t  not  look odd to you?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    For  me,  i t  never looked odd,  

Commissioners.   I  was happy that  my son would get  income 

to support  h is  fami ly .   He stays at  h is  house.   He is  33 10 

years  of  age.   He is  got  a wi fe and h is th ree k ids .   I  was 

happy that  i f  my son does whatever he does,  that  can put  

food on the table,  as long as i t  is  wi th in the law.   I  am 

happy wi th that .   You know,  I  do not  know.   The 

Commissioner i s  ta lk ing about  why they do not  buy a b lock 

of  f la ts .   So,  I  do not  know the n i t ty  gr i t ty .    

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  no,  no,  no,  no.   I  am not  saying why.   

I  am not  real l y  making that  point .   My point  i s  more .    Why 

would …[speaking in  vernacular ]  why would  they go in to a  

business venture  just  fo r  th is  one apartment?  As I  say,  I  20 

know noth ing about  your  son,  the extent  of  the bus inesses 

and the monetary va lue and so on.   But  we have been 

exposed to Mr Mat la la.    

 And I  am saying ,  perhaps le t  us  just  look at  Mr  

Mat la la.   What  would the in terest  of  Mr Mat la la be in  going  
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on a business venture wi th somebody to buy just  one 

apartment?  Yes,  I  do see that  he  says,  th is  luxur ious two -

bedroom apartment  -  a  two-bedroom apartment  nogal .   But  

i t  just  does not  make,  i t  looks very odd to me that  Mr 

Mat la la would have been in teres ted in  such a business 

venture.   What  is  your  comment?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  have taken note of  what  the  

Commissioner i s  saying.   My comment  is  that  I  was happy 

that  my son is  get t ing a business that  wi l l  enable  h im to 

support  h is  fami ly .   The issue of  oddness,  me,  I  was happy 10 

that  my son is  get t ing  work.   Because my son is  in  th i s  

business,  he reg istered h is company.   He never worked 

anywhere other  than register ing h is own company,  t ry ing to  

look fo r  work there,  look fo r  work there,  look fo r  work there.    

 When Mr Mat la la asked me about  h im,  that  th is  one 

of  mine is  h im who went  there to propose.   And then I  sa id,  

yes,  i t  i s  my son,  and they cont inued.   I  have never sa id  

and said th is  i s  how i t  must  be done and everyth ing.   I t  is  

just  that  h im,  Mr Mat la la,  wi l l  in fo rm me about  cer ta in  

progresses.   And then he wi l l  te l l  me i f  he does not  f ind 20 

Thato.   Then at  some stage he wi l l  say,  I  message,  I  ca l l ,  I  

do not  f ind h im.   Then he says,  hey,  you cal led,  i t  is  f ine.   

So why he decided to do that ,  Mr  Mat la la,  wi th  my son,  to  

buy th is  one apartment  there,  I  do not  know Commissioner.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  thank you,  thank you,  
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General .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  there is  the and I  rea l l y  am not  

asking,  th is  f i rs t  par t  a t  least ,  I  am not  asking a quest ion,  

but  just  making the observat ion,  f i rs t ly ,  that ,  you know,  

there is  th is  oddi ty  that  i t  is  your  son that  Mr Mat la la does 

business wi th.   Mr Mat la la is  your  f r iend,  is  your  brother ,  

and yet  he is  never met  Thato.   He meets h im randomly on 

your account .   I t  has noth ing to do wi th you.    

 He comes to you and asks you,  do  you know Thato  

Senona,  when in  fact  you have descr ibed h im as c losely as  10 

you have.   He is  your  brother .   I t  is  qui te  st range that  he 

would not  know that  you have a son cal led Thato,  but  I  do  

know more than ment ion i t .   But  more important ly ,  a t  page 

7,  that  WhatsApp message,  you are the one that  s ta r ts .   Mr 

Mat la la has not  asked you anyth ing about  Thato up to that  

point .   You are the one that  says,  d id you meet  wi th Thato?   

 On i t s  face of  i t ,  cer ta in ly  on i ts  face,  you have had 

a d iscussion wi th  Mr Mat la la about  Thato,  on the face of  

th is  WhatsApp message at  page 7 on the 9 t h  o f  January.   

And th is  i s  real ly ,  when you ta lk  about  a fo l low -up,  when 20 

you are asking fo r  in format ion,  th is  is  the one.    

 You knew they were supposed to meet ,  so we know 

you do d iscuss Thato wi th Mr Mat la la.   So,  on the  9 t h ,  a t  

17:39,  you say,  d id you meet  wi th Thato?  This  is  you 

in i t ia t ing on the face of  i t .   Wel l ,  i f  not  in i t ia t ing,  you are 
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conf i rming an ear l ier  conversat ion  about  Thato.   Now you 

want  to  know,  have they met?  And then he says,  tomorrow .   

And then he says,  I  am wai t ing for  of fer  to  purchase f i rs t .    

 You do not  ask,  what  are you ta lk ing about?  And I  

hear you when you say,  Thato is  33,  he is  got  h is  own 

company,  he runs h is business.   And I  accept  that  par t ,  but  

s t rangely,  Mr Mat la la th inks you know about  th is  purchase.   

Even though Thato is  a 33 -year -o ld marr ied man who is  

running h is own business,  Mr Mat la la says to you,  I  am 

wai t ing for  the  of fer  to  purchase f i rs t ,  so you know 10 

something about  i t .    

 You do not  say,  what  are you ta lk ing about?  Which  

I  th ink one can in fer ,  you know that  they are  buying an 

apartment  and where th ings are at  that  point .   And then 

when you then go to page 11,  that  WhatsApp message 

where he says,  can you p lease Thato send me h is FICA 

documents?  I  sent  a message and cal led,  he  is  not  

responding.    

 Again,  i t  is  qui te  odd that  Mr Mat la la would,  through 

you,  would make you a condui t  about  a business.   His  20 

business between h im and Thato,  i t  has noth ing to do wi th 

you.   I t  has noth ing  to do  wi th you.   But  Mr Mat la la sends 

you,  basica l l y ,  e f fect ive ly,  says to  you,  get  Thato to send 

me h is FICA documents.   That  is  another  oddi ty .   And on 

the face of  i t ,  i t  suggests that  in  fact  the business 
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t ransact ion is  between you and Mr Mat la la.    

 And Thato is  b rought  in  the middle of  i t  to  assist  in  

that  he becomes your proxy in  tha t  t ransact ion,  and I  th ink  

one has to be fa i r  to  you and put  that  impression to  you so 

that  you can comment .   So just  to  make sure that  you 

understand what  I  am saying that  you f i rs t  say,  have you 

met  wi th Thato?   

 There is  noth ing  before that  between you and Mr 

Mat la la that  makes th is  message make sense so we have to 

f i l l  in  the gaps and the gap that  I  am proposing is  to  be  10 

f i l led in  is  you have been ta lk ing to Mr Mat la la about  a 

t ransact ion that  he wi l l  be doing wi th Thato.   You have been 

ta lk ing to h im.   So now you want  to  know,  have they met?  

Mr Mat la la says to you,  tomorrow I  am wai t ing to get  the 

OTP f i rs t .    

 He does not  g ive you a story about  the t ransact ion,  

th is  is  what  I  am doing wi th Thato.   So,  you know what  OTP 

is  ta lk ing about ,  but  i t  is  not  your  business you te l l  us.   I t  is  

o f  a  33-year-o ld son.   He has no business d iscussing  i t  wi th  

you unless you are involved wi th  i t  so the impression i t  20 

creates is  that  wel l  you know about  th is  t ransact ion .   And 

then at  page 11 he says te l l  h im to send me h is FICA 

documents.    

 The impression i t  creates to me,  and I  may be 

wrong about  i t ,  the impression i t  creates to  me is  that  you 
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are in  fact  the one that  Mr Mat la la and Thato were buying  

an apartment  fo r  or  in  re lat ion to.   That  is  real l y  you are the 

real  benef ic iary o f  i t  and Thato would have been a proxy in  

th is  t ransact ion.   That  is  the impression I  get  and I  may be 

wrong.   You may comment  i f  you want  to .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you Commissioners .   The 

analogy is  incorrect .   I  am not  the  proxy.   They were doing 

business.   I  test i f ied Commissioner  that  in  the la t ter  par t  o f  

the year,  i t  is  unfor tunate there are  no WhatsApp or  

whatever  communicat ions there.   The Commission  is  only 10 

having these ones that  were ext racted f rom the phone of  Mr  

Mat la la but  Thato  my son is  the one who approached h im,  

Mr Mat la la.    

 I  was happy that  my son wi l l  be ab le to  make some 

means for  h im to support  h is  fami ly .   I  know what  is  

happening in  businesses.   Somet imes the business b looms,  

somet imes i t  goes down.   So,  I  was very happy.   Once i t  

goes down,  as  a  son you wi l l  say Papa,  I  am asking for  

money to buy mie l ie  meal .   But  I  was a  happy father .   There  

is  noth ing of  such a nature that  Thato is  a condui t  to  me to  20 

benef i t  f rom that  property.    

 I f  I  was the one who was benef i t ing and I  wanted 

that  p roperty,  you would see in  the messages here that  

maybe I  ta lk  about  i t  and pressur ise h im to buy the property 

and so for th.   I  knew they were buying property because 
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when he asked me about  my son,  he said  my son 

approached h im,  he wanted to have a business ventur ing to  

propert ies.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you General .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thanks.   Chai r ,  I  am going to leave the  

WhatsApp chats ent i re ly  now.   There is  one more topic that  

we need to cover that  emerges f rom the statement  of  the  

wi tness and that  i s  the Port  Shepstone drug bust  issue.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners.   10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes General .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  have a request  Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes General .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    My humble  request  is  that  before we 

go there,  i t  is  to ta l ly  a new topic i f  we c lose in  here.   My 

humble request  Commissioners is  that  can we deal  wi th  the 

v ideo because the v ideo ta lks to  the chats.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Then when we c lose,  we no more 

going there.   We want  to  deal  wi th  the Port  Shepstone 20 

th ing.  

CHAIRPERSON :    That  i s  log ica l .   That  is  log ica l .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you very much Commissioner.   

I f  my request ,  i f  I  may address the  Commissioners,  is  that  I  

want  the v ideo to be p layed aga in because I  was asked 
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quest ions.   I  was to ld that  you take a document  wi th a 

pol ice emblem.   A document  wi th a pol ice emblem is sent  to  

you by a pr ivate person where  i t  was in  a meet ing.   

Therefore,  I  received that  c l ip .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  went  th rough i t  over  and over  and 

over  again.   Therefore,  i t  is  my humble request  that  i t  be  

p layed again.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  General .   Can i t  be found and 

p layed p lease?  General ,  wi l l  you be asking  that  i t  be 10 

paused or  do you want  i t  to  be p layed f rom beginning to the 

end wi thout  any s tops?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  wi l l  be asking that  i t  be  paused 

Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  you wi l l  say when then.   Thank 

you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :     

CHAIRPERSON :    Correct  Commissioners.   Sor ry,  

s t ruggl ing.   I  see i t  is  8  minutes –  I  thought  you were  

mouth ing 5 minutes.   Did I  get  that  cor rect ly?  Then i f  i t  is  5  20 

minutes that  wi l l  br ing us something l ike a couple of  

minutes before 1 .   Perhaps le t  us just  adjourn fo r  lunch 

then.   Is  that  f ine?  And when we come back at  2  then you 

should be ready.   Is  that  f ine?  General?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners?  
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CHAIRPERSON :    I t  seems they are st ruggl ing to  -  I  do not  

know whether  to  f ind or  to  p lay i t .   So,  I  am suggest ing that  

perhaps we just  adjourn fo r  lunch and star t  p lay ing i t  a t  2  

o 'c lock.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am at  your  mercy,  Commissioners.   I  

am f ine wi th i t .   Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us adjourn unt i l  2  o 'c lock.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Cha i r .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Cha i r .   

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 10 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

CHAIRPERSON :   Yes,  Ms Hassim.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thanks,  Commissioner.   I  th ink we are 

ready to p lay the v ideo.  

VIDEO PLAYED BACK  

 “ I  am ready to take the k ids to  the  

col lege on the 4 t h .   So by Monday,  i f  we 

have not  received anyth ing,  we c lose.   

We rather  send members that  a re short  

and that  p rocess of  the non -20 

per formance by the serv ice prov ider ,  

that  process I  have a l ready d i rected 

that  i t  must  s tar t .   So we . . . ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  General .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   My f i les  
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have just  developed some legs.   Maybe they are st i l l  

coming.   My f i les .   Ja,  but  I  have taken note of  the  c l ip .   I  

a lso l i s tened to i t ,  but  I  wi l l  request  that  i t  be p layed and 

then where there is  that  b locks of  numbers and everyth ing,  

then we just  pause i t  there and zoom a l i t t le  b i t .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Who took General  Senona's f i les?  Oh,  I  

am to ld somebody is  fe tch ing them, General .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  thank you.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners,  i f  they can 10 

zoom th is one.   I  am not  sure i f  the Commissioners are able  

to  see.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  we do have i t  in  f ront  of  us,  

General .   We may proceed,  Commissioners.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  General?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Proceed.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  yes,  p lease,  yes.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   When 

you look at  th is  document  and you zoom deeper onto i t ,  i t  

does not  depict  a  date on i t ,  on the very same c l ip  that  has 20 

been p layed here.   One would  real i se that  th is  is  a 

record ing of  a  lap top screen.   You can see on the what  you 

cal l .   What  is  s ign i f icant  to  note,  Commissioners,  is  that  th is  

is  a v i r tua l  meet ing.   When you look there on the top,  that  is  

ca l led toolbar  or  what ,  and a lso ,  i t  is  unknown whose 
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meet ing is  th is ,  for  example,  whether  is  i t  a  SAPS meet ing 

that  is  convened by SAPS or  whether  th is  meet ing is  

convened by a serv ice provider .   And i t  does not  speak 

about  terminat ion ,  Commissioners.   I t  speaks about  non -

performance.   I t  is  d i f f icu l t  to  conf i rm what  i s  th is  meet ing  

real ly  about  f rom the beginning unt i l  to  the end,  because 

th is  c l ip  is  very short .   Commissioners,  a t tendees o f  these 

meet ings are ind icated there on top.   I f  you see on the far  

le f t  on top,  there is  the in i t ia ls  LN.   We do not  know who is  

that .   But  number  two,  I  am going to jump i t  now,  I  wi l l  come 10 

back to i t .   I t  is  TEMG, GS and so on.   But  number 2,  

Commissioners,  i f  you zoom i t  correct ly ,  you wi l l  see that  

that  number two f rom the LN,  i t  i s  a  logo of  Medicare 24.   

Commissioner,  I  went  and zoomed i t  proper ly  and checked.   

I  can d isp lay i t  l ike th is  on my phone af ter  I  received th is .   I  

could not  be able to  p lay.  

CHAIRPERSON :    May we have tha t ,  p lease?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :     Yes,  I  can.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Is  i t  on ly the 24 showing on there,  or  is  

i t ,  I  do not  th ink i t  is  the whole th ing,  not  what  is  above,  but  20 

what  i s  wi th in the  c i rc le .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    There is  the c i rc le  and everyth ing,  

Commissioner,  i f  you zoom in.   I f  he  can br ing the  phone,  I  

wi l l  open something to show the Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.   Ag,  I  th ink I  have seen everyth ing.   
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You may expla in me,  I  th ink I  wi l l  fo l low when you expla in 

i t ,  yes.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Now …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  I  am sorry .   Have you seen i t ,  Ms 

Maf isa or  would you a lso want  to  see i t?  

MS MAFISO :    Chai rperson,  I  have seen i t .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  you have seen i t .   Thank you.   Thank 

you.   10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  General?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Actual ly  at tendees of  the meet ing i t  

is ,  the others are shown by in i t ia ls .   We do not  know exact ly  

who is  who and as wel l  as the convener.   When you look at  

the number two,  that ,  where there  is  24,  you look at  those 

l ines,  that  c i rc le  …[ indist inct ]  i t  depict  exact ly  the  logo of  

what  I  have just  p resented before the Commissioners.    

 Commissioners,  when you look a t  i t ,  there is  no  

SAPS logo on i t .   Now what  I  want  to  say,  Commissioner,  i s  20 

that  I  was lambasted that  I  have received th is  document .   

That  was an in ternal  po l i ce meet ing that  I  knew and then I  

should have done something about  i t .   I  th ink one of  the 

Commissioners as wel l  as the evidence leader emphasized 

v igorously that  there was a pol ice logo on th is ,  on,  I  th ink i t  
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is  Tuesday i f  my memory serves me wel l .    

 For  me,  wi thout  analys ing proper ly ,  th is  i s  

ext remely mis leading,  because there is  no ind icat ion that  

th is  i s  an  in ternal  SAPS meet ing.   Commissioner,  to  

conclude th is ,  you can see tha t  Medicare 24 was a 

par t ic ipant  here.   What  we cannot  determine is  who was the 

convener  of  th is  meet ing.   And a p ictu re was painted in  that  

General  Senona received a sensi t ive pol ice in format ion 

f rom Mr Mat la la and decided to do noth ing about  i t .   And 

th is  in format ion is  about  the te rminat ion of  the Medicare 10 

cont ract  as wel l  as that  i t  has a pol ice logo on i t .    

 And when we went ,  a f ter  we have received i t ,  by 

the way,  i t  i s  one of  the th ings that  we were able  to  open 

through the assis tance of  the Commissioner,  and then we 

went  and looked in to th is .   I t  leaves much to be des i red for  

in  re lat ions of  the  evidence,  somet imes when i t  is  presented 

before the Commission against  people.   I t  has a ser ious 

negat ive impact .  

  So I  am very much thankfu l  to  be g iven th is  

opportuni ty  to  go and look at  th is  document  so that  20 

whatever I  am seeing there,  I  must  come and advise the 

Commissioners,  th is  i s  what  I  am seeing,  th is  i s  what  i t  is  

there.   And we do not  even know who is  ta lk ing  on that  

p lat fo rm because there is  a vo ice of  a  human being that  is  

ta lk ing on these record ings I  submi t .  
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CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you for  tha t .   And 

thank you for  the observat ions,  General .   But  one th ing I  

wish  to comment  on  is  that  unless you point  to  something 

speci f ic ,  there is  no basis fo r  then saying the evidence that  

is  being  led before th is  commission leaves too much to be 

desi red.   So yes,  you have made your point  wi th  regard to  

the v ideo,  but  there is  no basis for  you to be genera l  about  

your  observat ions.   Thank you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   I  

apologize for  that .  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ms Hassim,  do you wish to say anyth ing?  

Ms Maf isa,  do you wish to say anyth ing?  You,  I  am sorry.   I  

th ink he has made,  the General  has made the point .  

MS MAFISO :    Yes,  I  am okay.   Thank you,  Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :     Thank you,  Ms Maf isa.   Yes.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  I  just  want  to  check wi th 

you,  d id you get  Wi tness X 's statement?  Was i t  g iven to 

you? 20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  be l ieve so.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes,  because the point  you are 

ra is ing,  i t  is  paragraph 33 of  Wi tness X 's statement .   And a l l  

that  he said there ,  I  am going to read i t  for  you.   

 “On 6 February 2025,  Mr Mat la la  sends Zenona a  
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v ideo c l ip  which  appears to  be a secret  record ing of  an 

in ternal  audi t  meet ing wi th in SAPS,  in  which the speaker is  

heard to say that  the non -performance process has star ted.   

I t  sounds to me that  the voice belongs to General  Nkhuoa.   

The cont ract  in  quest ion appears to  be that  of  Mr Mat la la 's  

company.   So tha t  is  the evidence that  was led before th is  

Commission.   And you have heard that  s tatement ,  so you 

should have had no d i f f icu l ty  responding to that  a l legat ion.  

The c l ip ,  Commissioner,  the d i f f icu l ty  is  that  the c l ip  could  

not  open.   They cannot  only re ly  on the statement ,  whereas 10 

they are ta lk ing about  the c l ip .   That  is  my submission,  

Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Hassim?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Chai r ,  I  asked my quest ions yesterday 

on th is  and I  am sat is f ied.   I  do not  need to go any fu r ther .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes,  yes.   I  am inv i t ing  you to  

proceed.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  General .   Can we,  I  th ink 20 

now what  we wi l l  do is  use f i le  2 of  3 .   That  is  the  f i le  we 

wi l l  make reference to.   General ,  I  just  have a few quest ions 

for  you,  and they re late to  your ev idence in  your  statement  

regard ing the Por t  Shepstone drug bust .   So th is  next  ser ies  

of  quest ions re lates to that  issue.   You spoke on the f i rs t  
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day,  on your f i rs t  day that  you were here,  about  other ,  in  

fact ,  you l is ted a  number of  successfu l  drug busts in  KZN.   

Did I  get  that  r igh t?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    In  my opening statement ,  

Commissioners,  I  d id  h ighl ight  the  value and the k i lograms 

of  the  seizures o f  drugs that  we have seized in  KwaZulu -

Nata l .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You l i s t  your  successes.   I  th ink you 

cal led i t  successes.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   Okay,  so you have exper ience in  

conduct ing those k ind of  operat ions of  se izure of  large 

amounts of  i l l ic i t  drugs,  i s  that  correct?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you would be fami l ia r  then wi th the 

protocols and inst ruct ions that  govern that  procedure?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  know,  i f  not  a l l ,  o f  the protocol  and 

the procedures.   I f  there is  a prob lem of  maybe somet imes 

doubt ,  we wi l l  go consul t  those documents i f  there is  a  

need.  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sure.   I  am just  saying that  you are  

exper ienced in  conduct ing those k ind of  operat ions and so 

you,  and in  conduct ing i t ,  you imp lement  the protocols and 

the inst ruct ions,  cor rect?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Implement?  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

MS MAFISO :    We,  yes,  we comply.   We do our  best  to  

comply wi th the protocols and d i rec t ives.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So the,  two of  the documents that  were  

provided to you over  the weekend before you came here are 

in  th is  f i le ,  2  of  3 .   The f i rs t  document  is  the protoco l .   I t  is 

a t  page 436.   Do you see that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am on page 436,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    436.   That  is  a protocol  on the  search,  

se izure,  handl ing,  processing,  and d isposi t ion of  i l l ic i t  10 

drugs.   Are you fami l iar  wi th  th is  document?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  have read th is  document  af ter  I  

have received i t  f rom the Commiss ion,  and over  and above 

that ,  some of  the  por t ions of  i t ,  I  recal l  them, that  th is  is  

one of  the procedures that  needs to be fo l lowed.   But  I  see 

i t  was s igned in  2016.   I  might  not  be aware when have I  

seen i t ,  o ther  than seeing i t  again now recent ly  wi th  the 

Commission.   So,  but  in  terms of  us se iz ing the drugs and 

everyth ing,  we know basica l l y  what  needs to happen,   

Commissioners.  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Are you saying that  th is  was the f i rs t  

t ime you have seen i t  when the Commission provided i t  to  

you? 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  have never sa id that .   I  am saying I  

might  have seen i t ,  but  I  do not  remember.   I  see th is ,  i t  
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was s igned in  2016 and I  saw i t  to  read i t  when i t  was 

provided by me,  by the Commission,  not  that  I  have never  

seen i t  before.   I  may have seen i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You may have seen i t  before.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You just  do not  recal l ,  okay.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    A l l  r ight ,  so you read i t  when i t  was 

provided to you by the Commission .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and then the second document  is  

at  446,  and that  i s ,  you can go there.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    You say page?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    446.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i t  reads:  

 “Nat ional  Inst ruct ion 1/2015,  Cr ime 

Scene Management . ”  

 Have you seen th is  document  before …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Before the Commission provided i t?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  thanks.   So le t  us turn  to  the 

content  of  your  statement .   I t  re la tes to a se izure of  

cocaine,  i f  I  understand cor rect ly ,  about  hal f  a  ton of  
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cocaine.   Is  that  r ight?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Where exact ly  was i t  se ized?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Is ip ingo,  Commissioners.   Thereby is  

a depot .   There  at  the harbour,  there are depots there  

around the harbour where conta iners are stored.   So in  one 

of  the depots there,  the members  received in format ion and 

they went  to  the depot .   Actual ly ,  I  am just  looking  for  the  

name of ,  exact ly  of  the storage depot  fac i l i ty .   I t  is  a 

warehouse,  not  warehouse,  secur i ty  s tuf f .   I  want  the actual  10 

name,  but  i t  is  there at  Is ip ingo depot .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  a  warehouse fo r  conta iners,  for  

sh ipping conta iners.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  i t  is  something l i ke that .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And when drugs,  par t i cu la r ly  of  

that  amount ,  that  s ize,  a re se ized,  where wou ld they 

normal ly  be stored?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    As I  have ind icated in  my evidence on 

Tuesday,  Commissioners,  when we seize these drugs,  

normal ly  they are  supposed to be s tored e i ther  at  the pol ice  20 

stat ion,  but  f rom there they must  be taken to the forensic  

sc ience laboratory.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  am glad you reminded me of  that .   I f  

we could just  turn back to that  protocol  I  showed you,  just  

to  remind,  ref resh your memory,  on page 442.   
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    442?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am there,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  th ink what  you are refer r ing  to is .  

paragraph 5.8,  submission of  i l l ic i t  d rugs fo r  forensic  

analys is.   Is  that  r ight?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And accord ing to that  p rovis ion,  i t  says 

that :  

 “A l l  i l l i c i t  d rugs must  be submit ted to 10 

the chemist ry sect ion of  the Forensic  

Science Laboratory,  o therwise known 

as FSL,  wi th in seven days af te r  i t  is 

handed in  at  the pol ice stat ion. ”  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners,  I  see the  

paragraph 5.8.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Can I  respond or ,  you wanted me to 

respond or  are you just  reading?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  no,  I  am just ,  no,  we wi l l  come back 20 

to i t .   I  am just ,  you refer red to the fact  that  i t  needs to go 

for  forensic analys is,  and you jus t  reminded me that  i t  is 

par t  o f  the protocol ,  that  i t  should go wi th in seven days to 

the fo rensic sc ience laboratory.   And I  just  want  to  point  out  

two other  aspects of  the protocol .   Paragraph 5.6(a)  
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requi res that :  

 “A l l  i l l i c i t  drugs must  be packaged and 

then sealed separate ly in  ev idence 

seal ing bags as per  ind iv idual  case. ”  

 Do you see that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see that ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then just  one more,  and that  is  in  

paragraph 5.7(b)  reads:  

 “ I l l ic i t  drugs are kept  separate. ”  

 I  am just  reading the re levant  par t .   10 

 “ I l l ic i t  drugs are  kept  separate f rom 

other  genera l  exh ib i ts  in  steel  cabinets,  

po l i ce t runks,  safes and st rong rooms 

that  can be locked by only one key 

handler . ”  

 Do you see that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So the,  when the drugs were 

seized at  the warehouse,  what  wou ld have been the c losest  

s to rage,  appropr ia te storage space for  the drugs?  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  as I  have test i f ied 

that  where the drugs were seized,  there is  a pol ice  stat ion  

cal led Is ip ingo and the members went  to  Is ip ingo to book 

those exhib i ts  at  SAPS Is ip ingo.   And I  was in formed by the 

members that  Is ip ingo said they do not  have storage 
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fac i l i t ies,  but  the seizure can be wr i t ten in  in to the SAP13.    

 The fo rensic  sc ience laboratory was cal led to come 

to the scene.   I  th ink i t  is  Colonel  Kuzwayo.   And 

eventual ly ,  Colonel  Kuzwayo in formed them that  they 

cannot  come to the scene.   They only at tend the scene 

where i t  i s  a  c landest ine labora tory.   I f  maybe I  have 

answered your quest ion.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you say that  there is  no s torage,  

there is  no storage space for  drugs at  the Is ip ingo pol ice  

stat ion?  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    That  i s  what ,  yes,  that  i s  what  my 

members were in formed.   And then they fu r ther  ca l led the  

forensic sc ience laboratory in  KwaZulu -Nata l ,  and then 

Colonel  Kuzwayo,  who is  the Chemist ry Sect ion 

Commander,  to ld  them that  they a lso do not  have a  fac i l i ty  

to  store,  because there was a problem wi th the f looding.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And is  i t  cor rec t  that  there is  no storage 

space at  Is ip ingo pol ice stat ion?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    That  is  what  I  was in formed,  and i t  is  

correct ,  maybe because of  the volume of  these drugs.   20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Have you subsequent ly  establ ished that ,  

in  fact ,  there was no storage space at  I s ip ingo pol ice 

stat ion?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  never went  to  the pol ice stat ion.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    When the  seizures are happening,  

Commissioners,  I  normal ly  do not  v is i t  the cr ime scenes 

because the members that  are there,  they are capable of  

handl ing the cr ime scene in  te rms of  th is  other  d i rect ive 

that  is  on page 446.   So i t  is  an expectat ion  that  the  

members wi l l  do the due d i l igence there.   And I  do not  th ink 

they wi l l  come and te l l  me that  there was a space,  but  we 

decided to take them there.   They d id  engage immediate ly,  

and the count ing and the weighing and everyth ing happened 

there at  Is ip ingo SAPS.  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  am just  asking you whether  you were  

able to  establ ish  for  yoursel f  then or  any t ime af terwards 

whether  there is  s torage space at  Is ip ingo Pol ice Stat ion.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  I  d id  not  go and 

establ ish.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  that  is  f ine.   Is  there any 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ms Hassim,  jus t  to  be c lear .   I  th ink  you 

speak of  whether  there is  s to rage space and the General  is  

speaking about  for  that  quant i ty .   You understand the 20 

dist inct ion?  So I  th ink le t  us be c lear  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    What  is  the point  o f  d isagreement  

because there may wel l  be storage space in  a Is ip ingo,  but  

not  fo r  that  amount .   So I  th ink …[ intervenes] .  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  I  mean for  that  amount .   I  mean for  

these par t i cu lar  d rugs.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  is  appropr ia te storage space.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    My members were in formed there is  

no space.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so I  th ink the answer  remains the  

same.   Thank you.   Is  there any o ther ,  so here you have a  

very large haul  o f  cocaine.   Is  there any other  space c lose 

to the s i te  where  the drugs were seized,  where i t  would be 10 

appropr ia te to  store them?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Whi le  these chal lenges were 

exper ienced of  the storage fac i l i t y  by my members,  I  have 

ind icated that  a Br igadier  who is  responsib le fo r  ser ious 

organized cr ime,  ca l led me and reported th is  chal lenge.   

And he made suggest ions that  we do have a safe fac i l i t y  

where we previously stored large quant i t ies of  drugs and 

then as a resul t  o f  us not  having,  get t ing assistance at  

Is ip ingo as wel l  as the local  forensic sc ience laboratory I  

recommend or  suggest  that  we store i t  there.    20 

 Then I  sa id,  i f  we store  i t  there,  you say previously 

there was th is  t ype of  s torage.   Then I  agreed to that  

suggest ion that  there in  Port  Shepstone these drugs can be 

stored.   And there,  when they were stored,  I  d id  went  and 

have a look at  the storage fac i l i ty  that  he,  the st rong safe  
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and then I  saw i t ,  i t  is  appropr ia te to  store that  vo lume.    

 And then before they were handed in ,  o ther  exhib i t s  

that  were in  that  s to re were removed so that  we can store 

these drugs.   They were stored,  I  th ink,  a lone.   They were 

p laced there a lone,  these drugs.   And I  was comfor table and 

happy that  th is  is  a safe p lace to store these drugs.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so you approved the storage of  

the drugs at  the Port  Shepstone Hawks of f ice?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  agree based on the fact  that  the 

forensic laboratory at  Amanzimtot i  sa id they do not  have 10 

storage fac i l i ty .   And then the pol ice stat ion said they do 

not  have storage fac i l i t y  for  these drugs.   And again ,  i t  has 

been a pract ice before my t ime that  d rugs were s tored in  

the storage fac i l i t y .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    There was,  and you said there was no 

storage fac i l i ty  c loser  to  where the  drugs were,  that  is  why 

Port  Shepstone.   I  mean,  how far  away f rom Is ip ingo is  Port  

Shepstone?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  can be 100 k i los p lus.  I  must  just  

get  my calcu lat ion,  but  100 k i los p lus,  unless the 20 

Commissioner wants to  assist  me.  

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  I  wanted to.   I t  is  just  over  100,  I  

th ink.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So I  just  wanted to understand i f  there  
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was not  any other  storage space c loser .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  there was not  accord ing to me 

where they could  have got  help.   But  I  do not  know i f  they 

asked other  pol i ce stat ions because wi th me,  I  know that  

the Pretor ia  fo rensic laboratory sa id they are running,  they 

do not  have space because they requested me before even 

th is  bust  that  I  need to g ive a d isposal  order  fo r  cer ta in 

drugs that  were taken to them on a  previous occasion.   

 But  Commissioners,  I  must  ment ion that  i f  I  am 

al lowed to,  that  af ter  th is  thef t ,  the storage fac i l i t ies were  10 

avai lab le.   Other  drugs were,  we were able to  br ing them to  

Pretor ia .   The po l ice stat ion wi l l  keep them for  f ive  or  not  

more than f ive days.   We were put  under pressure.   I  wi l l  

use my budget  to  t ransport  those drugs to Pretor ia ,  

request ing the combat  teams f rom the of f ice  of  the 

Provincia l  Commissioner to  del i ver  these other  d rugs af te r  

the thef t .   

 And at  one instance,  I  know I  d id  not  say i t  in  my 

evidence- in-chief ,  but  now that  I  am also quest ioned,  at  one 

instance,  the Provincia l  Commissioner assisted  me to  20 

t ransport  the drugs to Cape Town forensic sc ience 

laboratory.   So in  KwaZulu -Nata l ,  i t  is  a  problem.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so you are saying there was not  

anyth ing c loser .   There was no other  pol i ce stat ion c loser .   

That  is  what  you are saying.   That  is  why Port  Shepstone 
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was there.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    There are o ther  pol i ce stat ion c loser ,  

but  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  mean,  wi th appropr ia te storage space,  

obviously.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  what  I  was advised 

of ,  and then I  went  and have a look,  I  was comfor table.   And 

then indeed,  prev iously,  the safes,  that  fac i l i ty  was ut i l ised 

as  a storage fac i l i ty  for  drugs.   I t  is  an unfor tunate  

s i tuat ion,  Commissioners,  th is  t ime,  under my watch ,  these 10 

ones were sto len.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So I  am interes ted in  why you say i t  was 

safe,  because were there other  b reak - ins before th is  at  the  

Port  Shepstone of f ice?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  a f te r  th is  thef t  o f  the  

drugs,  i t  came to my at tent ion that  there was break - ins  

there in  re lat ion  to people,  th is  st reet  people,  hobos.   

Hobos,  I  am sorry to  say so,  but  i t  is  for  lack of  a  bet ter  

word.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Homeless.   20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Homeless.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Come again,  s i r?   

CHAIRPERSON :    Homeless people .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Homeless.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  thank you very much.   Homeless 
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persons.   I t  is  l i ke the d isabi l i ty  persons wi th d isabi l i ty ,  they 

put  i t  somewhere.   So,  but  thank you fo r  assistance.   Those 

homeless persons,  they wi l l  come and break when we,  af te r  

the ef fect ,  and then I  rea l ized that  they were steal ing in  the 

of f ices,  laptops of  members,  and they were ar res ted and 

those laptops were recovered.    

 The suspects were arrested.   Then the other  b reak -

ins,  i t  i s  a lso the homeless peop le.   You wi l l  see when I  

read the reports,  i t  was af te r  the e f fect  when i t  came to my 

at tent ion.   Then they break the k i t chen window in order  to  10 

come in there using a stone.   You wi l l  f ind a stone that  was 

ut i l ized to break the k i tchen window.    

 And these break - ins were d iscovered by members 

upon them when they do the v is i t ,  a f ter  hours,  somet imes in  

the morning when they report  fo r  duty.   Those are the,  there 

are severa l  inc idents that  were brought  under my a t tent ion 

af ter  the thef t .   But  should I  knew th is  before,  maybe my 

decis ion to agree would have been otherwise.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    When d id the thef t  take p lace?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Which one?  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    The thef t  o f  these drugs that  we are  

under d iscussion.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    November 2021.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    November 2021.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja.  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    So you be very  c lear  that  i t  was,  i f  you 

had known,  then you would not  have done th is .   Can you 

p lease go to page 536.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    536?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So do you recognize th is  document?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners,  I  do recognize  

th is  document .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can you go to the second page of  the  10 

document ,  the las t  page?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    537?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    537,  yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And what  is  the  date of  the document?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    2020-01-22.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    January,  22 January …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    2020.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    2020.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so a lmost  two years,  wel l ,  a  year 

and e ight ,  n ine months before the thef t  took p lace,  r ight .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And can you,  and who prepared th is  

document?  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  I  see at  the bot tom 

there is  an in i t ia l  SRC.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Is  that  the  Sect ion Commander fo r  

Counter  In te l l igence,  KZN?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Accord ing  to what  i s  wr i t ten here,  

correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i t  was sent  to  you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    When?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    On the same date.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  th is  document ,  I  want  10 

us to go to 536 so that  I  can respond,  page 536.   I f  you look 

at  address B,  i t  says the Provincia l  Head,  Di rectorate for  

Pr io r i ty  Cr ime Invest igat ions,  KwaZulu -Nata l .   Then you go 

on page 537,  the  date there,  i t  says 2020 -01-2022.   I t  was 

not ,  i t  is  not  poss ib le that  th is  document  was sent  to  me on 

th is  date.   On th is  date,  I  was work ing at  Div is ion Detect ive 

Serv ice,  Div is ion  Detect ive and Forensic Serv ices at  head 

of f ice.   I  was not  wi th in the DPCI on th is  date.   I  was not  a  

member of  the DPCI.   So th is  document ,  I  have never 

received i t .  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    So i t  was sent  to  the Provincia l  Head of  

the DPCI.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    A t  KZN.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    A t  KZN.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    And you are,  you became the Provincia l  

Head.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And th is  was never brought  to  your  

at tent ion.   You d id not  know about  these thef ts?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  not  know about  th is  document  as 

wel l  as the other  thef t ,  except  that  there are only two that ,  

housebreakings that  happened whi le  I  was there.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So I  am going to take you back 

because,  so there is ,  le t  us just  actual ly ,  before we leave 10 

th is  document ,  go  to paragraph 4 of  the document .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Because th is  is  what  i t  says about  the  

of f ice i tse l f ,  the bui ld ing.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see paragraph 4.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Right ,  that  you then came to be in  

charge of ,  r ight?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So paragraph 4  says:  

 “A genera l  inspect ion conducted by  th is  20 

of f ice of  previously of  the premises 

revealed the fo l lowing in  terms of  MISS 

secur i t y  measures.   One,  no CCTV 

cameras are  ins ta l led in  and around 

the premises.   Two,  there is  no ear ly  
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warn ing a larm systems in  p lace w i th in 

the of f ice space,  more especia l l y  in  

of f ices located on the ground f loor .   

Three,  no beam sensors located 

exter ior  to  the of f ice accommodat ion. ”  

 And then i f  you go to the comments,  i t  i s  the  

recommendat ions of  how to address those shortcomings.   

Cor rect?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Were those shortcomings ever  f ixed?  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  I  was not  pr ivy to  

th is  document .   I  agree that  address B is  the Provincia l  

Head before my t ime and I  have a l ready ind icated a few 

minutes ago that  th is  document ,  I  have not  seen i t  before  

unt i l  such t ime that  the Commission has provided me wi th 

th is  document .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So le t  us go …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    And,  and –  sorry,  sorry,  sor ry  

Advocate.   I t  is  going to be d i f f icu l t  for  me to ta lk  about  th is  

document ,  hence,  i t  was never brought  under my at tent ion.   20 

I  saw i t  when I  was presented,  i t  was presented by the  

Commission.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    We do not  need to ta lk  about  the 

document .   You have conf i rmed tha t  th is  was the f ind ings in  

2020.   I  asked you whether  those had been addressed,  
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because th is  i s  now about  the of f i ce,  the bui ld ing.   So what  

I  was asking you is  whether  there is  now,  there are now 

CCTV cameras,  ear ly  warn ing system,  beam sensors,  e t  

cetera.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    A l l  I  know,  the a larm system was 

there when the  thef t  took p lace.   But  th is  is  the 

recommendat ions,  but  a l l  I  know,  the a la rm system was in  

p lace.   And fur ther  to  that ,  I  d id  apply for  secur i t y  personnel  

to  be appointed in  order  to  be dep loyed there to guard the  

bui ld ing.   Now recent ly ,  we,  they advert i sed the post  now 10 

recent ly .   Even the process of  shor t l is t ing and appoint ing,  i t  

has not  yet  s ta r ted now,  now,  now.   I  th ink,  ja ,  January,  th is  

month.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Oh,  so af te r  the  thef t?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And i f  you look at ,  so  th is  is  

actual ly  th is  report  that  we were just  looking at ,  is  a t tached 

to a report  by General  Mosik i l i ,  wh ich is  at  page 428.   528,  

apologies.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    528?  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    528.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see that .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i f  you see paragraph 1,  i t  says:   

 “The purpose of  th is  in fo rmat ion note is  

to  I  appra ise the Nat ional  Head on the 
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feedback regard ing the housebreaking 

and thef t  o f  541kg cocaine f rom 

Ser ious Organized Cr ime Uni t  o f f ices 

at  number 2 Pr incess E l izabeth Dr ive in  

Port  Shepstone. ”  

 That  is  the Port  Shepstone Hawks of f ice,  correct?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And General  Mosik i l i  says about  

the thef ts ,  i f  I  can just  f ind the r ight  paragraph.   Yes,  about  

the secur i t y  aspect ,  i t  is  page 533.    10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    533?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   Before  I  go here,  can you p lease 

remind me,  General ,  when d id you take over  the posi t ion of  

Provincia l  Head in  KZN?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  was appo inted on the 1 s t  o f  August  

2020,  then I  reported on the 1 s t  o f ,  oh,  in  September,  1 s t  or  

2n d  o f  September.   I  do not  know,  i f  i t  is  a  Monday the 1 s t ,  

then I  s ta r ted on the 1 s t .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Page 7 of  your  CV.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    CV? 20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Your CV.   I t  says 1 August  2020.   

That  is  when you assumed the posi t ion.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I s  the appoin tment ,  which means that  

is  the date of  appointment ,  Commissioner.   And then what  

happens is ,  i f  I  may just  c lar i f y  tha t  one,  when you receive,  
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when you are appointed,  you do not ,  i t  is  d i f f icu l t  fo r  you to 

go immediate ly.   What  happens where you are,  you must  

have the process of  handing over  and c lear ing up the of f ice,  

you go and do the v is i t ,  you must  look fo r  accommodat ion 

before you go there,  because when you go there,  you must  

a l ready have accommodat ion,  because I  was f rom Gauteng 

here at  head of f ice,  in  Pretor ia ,  head of f ice,  

Commissioners.   So physica l l y  I  took up the post ,  I  th ink i t  

was the 1 s t  or  2n d  o f  September.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Of  2020?  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Of  2020.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   A l l  r ight ,  so now i f  we look at  

page 533 under paragraph 4,  General  Mosik i l i  deals wi th  

what  she cal l s  the secur i t y  aspect  and she notes that  the 

Port  Shepstone of f ice was broken in to e ight  t imes s ince 

2011.   But  i f  you look at  the last  th ree instances,  they were 

15 January 2021,  11 October 2021 and then of  course the 

8 t h  November  2021.   So those th ree were whi le  you were 

the Provincia l  Head,  correct?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  incor rect .   Commissioners,  I  am 20 

saying i t  is  incor rect .   I t  is  cor rect  wi th  the last  two,  not  the  

last  th ree.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  thought  you said 20 September  2020.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Sorry,  I  beg your pardon.   I  th ink I  

missed th is  year .   Ja.   January.   Ja.   Yes,  yes,  
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Commissioners.   Ja,  correct .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Cor rect ,  i t  is  the last  three,  correct?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   So that  is  what  I  am saying ,  these 

last  th ree took p lace when you were the Provincia l  Head.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And in  fact ,  the second last  one,  11 

October,  was,  i t  was the month  before the thef t  o f  th is  

541kg of  cocaine.   I t  was just  the month before.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Jus t  the month  before,  10 

Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Can I  say th is?  The last  one is  the 

actual  thef t  o f  the  cocaine,  the last  one.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    So before  the actual  thef t  o f  the  

cocaine,  that  is  why I  was confused ear l ier .   I t  was two.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  th ink we have agreed that  the last  

three,  whi le  you were Provincia l  Head and i t ,  that  is  r ight ,  

the last  th ree instances here.  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    That  is  not  in  d ispute.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  a l l  r ight .   I  am not  sure why you 

are revis i t ing i t .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  was just  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So I  am point ing out  …[ intervenes] .  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The revis i t ing,  Advocate,  

Commissioners,  sor ry.   Okay.   

CHAIRPERSON :    S tar t  f rom the beginning what  you were 

saying,  General?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    When I  say the revis i t ing?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes,  yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The revis i t ing,  i t  was to say these,  o r  

the last  one is  the actual  thef t .   The two,  they happened 

before the actual  thef t .   That  is  the revis i t ing.   I  wanted to 

c la r i fy  that ,  Commissioners.  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  no,  that  is ,  no,  we are c lear  on 

that ,  a l l  three happened whi le  you were Provincia l  Head.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   And I  am saying that  the  second 

last  one happened just  a  month  pr ior  to  the the f t  o f  the  

541kg.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i f  you turn over  the page 534,  at  

paragraph 4.4,  General  Mosik i l i  says:  

 “Based on th is  g lar ing secur i t y  20 

breaches,  i t  i s  no t  c lear  what  mot ivated 

the provinc ia l  management  to  consider  

the Port  Shepstone as a safe p lace to  

store drugs of  such h igh value. ”  

 What  i s  your  comment  on that?  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    A l though I  have seen th is  document  

when I  was presented wi th the f i les by the Commission,  I  

am saying,  Commissioners,  these break - ins,  the last ,  the  

last ,  the,  f rom the actual  thef t ,  the last  two,  they happened 

under my watch.   And these top ones,  a l l  o f  them, they d id  

not  happen under my watch and I  was not  aware about  

them.  The only  ones that  I  am aware of  is  these two.   

A l ready,  when th is  one of  October happened,  we gave 

d i rect ives that  they must  speedy f ina l i se the invest igat ion of  

these drugs,  because we needed the sect ion 212 report  in  10 

order  for  us to  make a decis ion to d ispose th is .    

 And these two are those break - ins  where I  sa id the  

homeless people,  where I ,  we say we saw the stone,  they 

ut i l ised the  stone to break the k i tchen window,  of  which we 

bel ieve those people were looking for  food.   I t  was not  

something that  was very,  very ser ious that  i t  can cause a 

concern.   But  I  do  see the paragraph 4.4 of  General  Mosik i l i  

and based on what  was presented before her ,  when she 

wrote  th is  report ,  these th ings were presented before her ,  

hence ear l ie r  …[ intervenes] .  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  –  oh,  cont inue.   Cont inue,  General .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Hence,  ear l ier  I  sa id,  i f  I  knew about  

the …[ indist inct ]  before,  I  would not  have maybe agreed,  i t  

would have changed my decis ion to  agree to store there.   

CHAIRPERSON :    General ,  just  for  c la r i ty ,  I  want  to  deal  
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wi th  the two break - ins just  before the thef t  o f  the drugs,  

CAS165,  January  2021,  where exact ly  was the break - in  in  

respect  of  that  and what  was sto len?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  was on the s ide of  the k i t chen door,  

Commissioner,  on the s ide of  the k i t chen,  the  k i tchen 

window pane was broken by a stone,  yes,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And what  was sto len on that  occasion?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    There was noth ing.   There  was no 

ent ry.   They could  not  gain ent ry.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And then CAS116 of  October 2021,  the 10 

break- in ,  where exact ly  was that  and what  was sto len?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am going there,  Commissioners.   

116?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  they could not  gain 

ent ry.   I t  was a lso the same modus operandi  that  the 

window pane was broken by a stone.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And then when was the break - in  that  

resul ted in  the thef t  o f ,  d id  you say laptops?  P lease just  

remind me,  you d id say when that  was.  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  thought  perhaps that  was one of  these 

two.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  i s  not  one of  these two.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay,  when was that  one?  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  the ones before me.   I  cannot  

exact ly ,  I  am unable to  te l l  the Commissioner now 

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.   A l l  r ight .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    This i s  th is ,  unt i l  i f  I  can be g iven 

opportuni ty  to  …[ indist inct ]  [ in te rvenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  I  have the c lar i t y  I  need.   Thank you 

very much,  General .   Yes,  Ms Hass im?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   So you were aware of  the 

thef ts  f rom before  your t ime?  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Which ones now?  I  know about  these 

two.   I  became aware of  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sorry,  the lap top thef t ,  was tha t ,  when 

d id that  happen?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners.   I  ind icated I  knew 

about  th is  af ter  the fact ,  these others.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Oh,  I  see.   The laptop thef t  you 

d iscovered af ter  the fact?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  was in formed about  them af ter  the 

fact .  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    So …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    And,  sorry,  sor ry,  Ms Hassim.   And the  

thef ts  were f rom of f ices,  you said?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  i f  I  remember  very wel l ,  I  th ink  

they broke windows.   They never,  they were breaking 
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windows and then the burg lars,  the burg lars,  then they wi l l  

break those th ings,  go in to the o f f ice,  s teal  a  lap top,  go,  

accord ing to what  was …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    When I  re fer  to  the of f ice,  I  am t ry ing to 

make a d ist inct ion between the safe of  s t rong room and 

of f ices.   So were  the thef ts  in ,  o r  f rom of f ices or  f rom the 

st rong room? 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    From of f ices,  Commissioner,  not  the  

st rong room.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Hassim.  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Cha i r .   So I  just  want  to  ask 

the fo l lowing based on what  had been recommended by the 

ear l ie r  report  we were looking at  and you wi l l  see i t  is ,  

General  Mosik i l i  re fers to  i t ,  she says,  in  4.3,  but  i t  is  real l y  

over  the page.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    4  point?  

ADV HASSIM SC :     There were bul le t  po ints.   What  I  would 

l ike to  ask you is  whether  there are  per imeter  beam sensors  

around the ground f loor  of  the of f ice.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    There are  no per imeter  beams.   I  20 

ind icated that  the  only th ing that  I  know that  is  there is  the  

a la rm system that  was there.   And then I  fu r ther  ind icated 

that  I  par t i c ipated in  ensur ing that  we need secur i t y  guards.   

Cur rent ly ,  they just  advert ised posts.   The process of  

appoint ing secur i t y  guards for  those bui ld ings is  underway.  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    And there are no in f rared sensors in  the 

in ter ior  of f ices.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    There?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    There are no in f rared sensors.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  there are  no in f ra red sensors.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And the a la rm system that  you had at  

the t ime the drugs were stored there,  were there,  was the 

a la rm connected to an armed response company?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The a la rm was connected to the 

owner.   I  cannot  recal l  i f  there was an armed response as 10 

wel l  as the Act ing Uni t  Commander 's  phone.   I f  anyth ing 

happens,  there are no people,  you wi l l  get  some sense of ,  

you wi l l  get  e i ther  a ca l l  or  some sense of  not ices tha t  there  

is  something that  is  not  r ight .   And I  know th is  because in  

my o ld of f ice,  i t  was connected to me,  to  my cel lphone.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And then the  last  one was that  

was requi red,  what  was requi red was upgrading and repai rs  

of  the per imeter  l ight ing.   Can you comment  on the 

per imeter  l ight ing  of  the bui ld ing?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Which one?  Page?  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    5  -  sorry,  where  I  was,  534.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    534.   Paragraph?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  the same bul le t  po ints tha t  I  was 

deal ing wi th.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Which bul le t?   Oh,  the last  one?  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The last  bul le t .   Commiss ioners,  I  

have never v is i ted these of f ices  dur ing the  n igh t .   I  am 

unable to  ta lk  to  th is  one.   Late at  n ight ,  I  am unable to  ta lk  

to  th is  one.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And i f  i t  is  one of  the storage fac i l i t ies 

that  you use,  would you not  check and have an in terest  at  

least  in  the secur i ty  of  the p lace,  how secure is  i t?   And I  

th ink the quest ion ,  consider  the quest ion  against  the  k ind of  10 

background that  you are the Head and then you wou ld have 

an in terest  in  where exhib i t s  are stored.   And so you,  and 

that  in terest  would inc lude how secure the p lace is .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  thank you for  that  

quest ion.   The fact  that  there were previous storage there 

at  that  fac i l i t ies,  I  took comfor t  o f  that .   And the  of f ices,  

there is  a st reet  here,  and I  do not  want  to  assume that  

there are l ights,  but  I  have never v is i ted i t  a f te r  hours.   

Maybe one would have maybe asked that ,  but  I  took comfor t  

because previously there were  storage and noth ing  20 

happened to those storages.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    When were those?  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  just  a  moment .   What  

wor r ies me is  tha t  your  ev idence yesterday,  you showed us 

a photograph f rom June 2018,  June,  Ju ly 2018,  and you 
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sa id,  they have stored drugs here before in  2018,  and 

based on that ,  I  took comfor t  that  th is  fac i l i ty  i s  safe.   But  

now we are seeing that  in  2011,  2018,  2020,  twice,  2021, 

twice,  there were these inc idents.   Did you not  inqui re about  

the fac i l i t y  before you took the decis ion that  the  drugs 

should be stored there?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  never c rossed my mind.   I  d id  not ,  

Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So your re l iance on the 2018 

inc ident ,  that  was af te r  the fact .   I t  is  not  l ike you had 10 

invest igated and determined that  th is  is  a safe  fac i l i ty  

because in  the past  few years th ings were stored here and 

noth ing happened.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  took comfor t  in to that ,  

Commissioner.   That  is  why I  agreed fo r  the exhib i t  to  be 

stored there.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  when d id you learn that  in  2018 

drugs were stored at  the same faci l i t y?  When d id you 

become aware of  that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Whi le  they were st i l l  there at  the 20 

Is ip ingo,  before we made even storage,  there were phone 

cal l s  that  were made,  Commissioners.   That  i s  when I  

learned about  that  on the day of  the seizure there  at  

Is ip ingo.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    How long were the,  that  2018 tha t  gave 
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you comfor t ,  how long were those drugs stored at  the Port  

Shepstone of f ice?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  cannot  g ive  an exact  t ime,  but  unt i l  

the case was f ina l ized.   One wi l l  have to go and check the  

records so that  I  can be able to  g ive the exact ,  because the  

records must  be there.   We wi l l  jus t  check the case number 

and everyth ing and check the records,  then I  wi l l  be able to  

provide the exact  t imeframe.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so  your response to the 

Commission on the issue of  safety of  the of f ice is  that  you 10 

took comfor t  in  the fact  that  in  2018 there were drugs that  

were stored there ,  but  you d id not  otherwise do any checks 

yoursel f  on the secur i ty  and safety features of  the of f ice?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The secur i ty  and safety fea tures,  I  

d id  not  check,  but  I  sa id  I  went  on  the day when th is  

exhib i ts  were p laced there.   I  inspected the safe mysel f .   I  

was there.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Now I  am jus t  d is t inguish ing for  now 

between the safe and the bui ld ing i tse l f ,  because i t  seems i t  

was not  that  d i f f icu l t  to  get  in to the bui ld ing.  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    You say i t  seems,  but  accord ing  to 

me,  I  took comfor t  because I  a lso went  and have a look at  

the safe about  that .   I  do not  have any other  explanat ion of  

that ,  but  I  have never went  and checked the l ights as i t  was 

ind icated here,  these beaming per imeters.   And then I  d id  
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not  have knowledge of  these previous break - ins by  then.   

And for  me,  when I  look at  that  p lace,  i t  was not  going to be  

easy for  a person to go in  and go in  that ,  as wel l  as when 

you look at  the sa fe i tse l f .    

 I  do not  th ink we have a capaci ty  here to open that  

safe wi thout  a key,  the way i t  was opened.   I  do not  know i f  

the Commissioners,  the photos that  you are hav ing are  

b lack and whi te,  but  I  have something that  I  can share wi th  

you just  to  have a g lance of  i t  on a …[ indist inct ]  co lour  to  

see that  these people,  they know what  they were doing as 10 

there are people who have a specia l  sk i l ls  in  order  to  deal  

wi th  these th ings.   

 So,  when I  went  there,  I  was 100% convinced 

because when I  ar r ived,  there were f i rearms in  that  safe.   

then I  caused tha t  to  be removed because you cannot  sto re  

the drugs wi th any other  exhib i t s .   You have to remove and 

put  those drugs there.   That  i s  what  we d id,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  is  f ine,  I  just  wanted to check 

whether  you had done any other  checks on the safety and 

secur i t y  of  the premises i tse l f .   But  we have got  your  20 

answer on that  and par t  o f  your  answer is ,  wel l ,  there is  a 

st rong room.  We looked at  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    General  –  sorry ,  sorry,  Advocate .   I  am 

sorry,  Ms Hassim.   General ,  I  …[ indist inct ]  a  b i t  o f  s ign  

language there,  which I  could not  fo l low.   Were you making 
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a  point?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Which appeared to be d i rected at  me.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  I  wanted to show the  

Commissioners th is  th ing in  co lour .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  i f  somebody can come and help,  

you wi l l  see that  th is  th ing,  i t  is  heartbroken.   Now that  

th ing comes back now.   But  why?  Why me?  You must  just  

page up l ike th is  and show them.  The pain comes back,  10 

Commissioners.   Even the day I  leave the pol ice,  the pain  

wi l l  never  go away.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Sorry,  General ,  are we only looking at  

th is  one page or  two pages?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  you can …[ incomplete] .    

P lease show both Counsel .   Or have you seen i t?   Thank 

you.   In  the meant ime,  General ,  i f  you could just  expla in  

th is  to  me,  the very f i rs t  p ic ture,  I  was expect ing to see 

r ight  through,  but  there is  something that  seems to be at  the  

back and I  cannot  see through.   What  is  happening there?  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  what  happens,  they 

cut  the external  par t .   And then ins ide  the door,  ins ide there  

is  a sor t  o f  a  panel  and then where they cut  l ike th is ,  one,  

what  can read,  they put  a hand,  because these people  

knows ins ide that  hole and they,  there are th is  mechanism 
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ins ide there …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  once you have cut  the outer  par t ,  and 

then there is  what  appears to  be  hol low in  the  middle  

…[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    In  the middle.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Between what  I  say is  at  the back.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And the f ront  tha t  has been cut .   10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  

CHAIRPERSON :    So in  there,  there is  something that  you 

can manipulate and then open the door.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    When you cut  l ike th is ,  what  I  can 

read or  my observat ion af te r  cut t ing,  you put  a hand and 

then there is  a mechanism here.   Then once you,  I  th ink 

they turn i t  and the door opened.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you,  General .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thanks,  Commissioners.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thanks for  showing us those p ic tures.   I  20 

th ink we have some of  those p ictures,  but  they are in  b lack  

and whi te,  so i t  he lped to see i t  in  co lour .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Now,  what  is  obvious f rom those 

p ictures is  that  i t  would have taken a very  ser ious 
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inst rument  to  gr ind in to the door and cut  in to that  meta l  in  

order  to  open i t  the way i t  eventual ly  was opened.   Is  that  

r ight?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Cor rect ,  Commissioners.   I  have 

ind icated that  i t  needed a specia l  sk i l l  and specia l  too l ,  

because a normal  gr inder wi l l  never  cut  that  safe.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i t  was the two st rong rooms.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    There are two,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And the people  who d id th is  knew which 

st rong room to go to.  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    They only broke th is  one.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    The one wi th the drugs.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    And they took the drugs,  ja .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And how long would i t  have taken to 

complete that  exerc ise,  that  of  cut t ing th rough the meta l?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  know,  but  i t  would have taken 

them some t ime because i t  was over  a weekend,  because 

the thef t  was reported to me,  I  th ink  i t  was Monday.   I t  was 

over  a weekend.   So I  cannot  te l l  you the exact  t imeframe, 

how long wi l l  i t  take for  people to  do that ,  take the drugs 20 

out  and do that .   So hence I  was,  I  sa id on Tuesday that  I  

be l ieve f rom my observat ions that  there were a number of  

people,  they were  not  very few.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i t  would have been very loud.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  know because of  the  
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inst rument .   I f  they use the normal  gr inders that  we know,  i t  

wi l l  make noise of  course.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  mean,  ja ,  I  mean,  i f  you just  know  

some of  your  neighbour is  bui ld ing something and they use 

a gr inder,  i t  creates a noise and th is  would  requi re  

something even more than usual .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  i s  poss ib le .   I t  i s  poss ib le.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So they d id go st ra igh t  to  the  

st rong room where the drugs were kept .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Accord ing  to my observat ion,  af te r  10 

they went  in ,  as I  expla ined here on Tuesday,  they cut  th is  

one and they found the drugs.   But  that  was a lso a worry ing 

factor .   Why they never cut  the other  one?  We do not  know 

what  was in  the i r  mind,  whether ,  but  I  be l ieve somebody 

might  have sold us  f rom wi th in,  m ight  have g iven them the 

layout ,  because i f  you are not ,  i f  you do not  know that  

p lace,  you wi l l  never  know there are walk in  safe.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  okay,  I  th ink that  is  f ine.   I  just  want  

to  ask you one other  th ing about ,  wel l ,  a  couple of  o ther  

th ings about  th is .   There is  the,  I  read a par t  o f  the protocol  20 

that  there should  be one key handler  and as I  understand,  

you took possession of  the key to the safe.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And in  General  Mosik i l i ' s  report  a t  page 

530 at  paragraph 2.2.8.  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    She says the fo l lowing day,  th is  is  the  

day af ter  the seizure and the day af ter  the storage of  the 

drugs.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So i t  is  23 June 2021.   

 “Capta in S ib iya,  KG,  Capta in Vr ies,  

Capta in Ntanzi ,  together  wi th Warrant  

Of f icer  Mpangase,  p roceeded to  the 

Port  Shepstone of f ice to  ret r ieve 10 

samples f rom the exhib i ts  and forward  

to FSL for  analys is.   The keys to the 

st rong room are kept  at  provinc ia l  head 

of f ices,  and pr io r  a rrangements were 

made fo r  the keys to be made avai lab le  

for  the members. ”  

 Is  that  consistent  wi th  protocol?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    This i s  consistent  because,  for  me,  

now i t  a lso answers that  quest ion of  the safetyness.   There  

was a warrant  of f icer  who was appointed to manage those 20 

safes.   But  af ter  th is  cocaine was s tored there,  I  inst ructed,  

I  took the keys.   There are two keys,  not  one.   I  took the 

keys in  my possession on that  day.   I  locked them in a safe 

in  my of f i ce,  a t  the provinc ia l  o f f i ce.   The Warrant  Of f icer  

Mpangase was the invest igator  of  the seizure  of  the 



    29 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 49 
 

Page 159  o f  213  

 

 

cocaine.   He came to my of f ice,  asked for  the keys.   I  le t  

h im s ign fo r  one key.   I  kept  one.   He s igned,  he went  and 

d id h is  job.   In  the af te rnoon,  he brought  i t  back.   So that ,  

why d id I  take the two keys,  Commissioners?  So that  I  do  

not ,  I  d id  not  want  to  be wi th one key,  the drugs are sto len,  

I  am having a  key,  another  person is  having a spare key,  

automat ica l l y ,  i f  a  key was used,  automat ica l l y  I  become a 

person of  in te rest .   So I  took both keys fo r  safety.   Whoever  

wants to  come,  he wi l l  come,  he wi l l  go wi th  other  people,  

then do whatever  he needed to do ,  because the only th ing 10 

that  they needed to do by then,  i t  was to get  the samples 

and show the forensic …[ indist inct ]  and everyth ing to send 

to  forensic sc ience laboratory fo r  analys is.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So General  Mosik i l i  re fers to  severa l  

people,  not  just  not  just  the Warrant  Of f icer  Mpangase,  and 

I  am asking you,  is  i t  not  a r isk?  Is  th is  not  a breach of  the 

protocol ,  because i t  puts a key in  the hands of  severa l  o ther  

people who could have made a copy or  anyth ing.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    You know what  the r isk is?   These 

members were involved in  the seizure.   The r isk is  you g ive 20 

one person the key,  he goes there on h is own,  and those 

th ings they are no more 541,  i t  is  a  short .   That  is  the r i sk.   

But  i f  you put  two,  i f  these people went  together  there,  

there is  no way that  another  one wi l l  s tar t  to  s teal  or  

another  one wi l l  te l l  another  one to steal .   So that  is  
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something …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you saw th is  as a secur i t y  to  have 

more people?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja,  because they knew these ones,  

okay.   They were  par t  and parcel  o f  the seizure,  the drug 

squad in  Durban.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   I  just  want  to ,  because i t  is  such 

a la rge,  la rge seizure,  i t  is  a  hal f  a  ton of  cocaine,  d id you 

not  th ink you should have overs igh t  and i f  you are going to,  

you took the key and you said you are  going to keep i t ,  10 

should you not  have reta ined cont ro l  o f  the key th roughout  

the process,  meaning i f  something  had to be done at  the 

st rong room, that  you would accompany.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am the Provincia l  Head,  I  can g ive  

d i rect ives to people to  go do the job.   I t  does not  

necessar i ly  mean I  must  do the job.   L ike le t  me put  i t  in 

th is  perspect ive.   The DPP of  a province does not  

necessar i ly  read the dockets and make decis ions.   He has 

got  people who are doing the job for  her .   She reads,  she 

br ings the panel  of  advocates.   Then that  i t  is  l ike me.   So,  20 

and I  asked them to go there and they d id the i r  job and 

brought  the keys back.    

 But  over  and above that ,  dur ing  my of f ice v is i t ,  

when I  took up my post ,  I  gave a l l  the of f ices,  not  the Port  

Shepstone one,  because I  was v is i t ing them one by one,  
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that  of f ices must  be v is i ted between 18h00 and 12 midnight  

and between 2 and 6 o 'c lock in  the morning.   And on that  

day,  I  th ink there was a Warrant  Of f icer  Koegelenberg and a  

Capta in le  Roux and the uni t  commander there.   I  fur ther  

in formed them in  the presence o f  my br igadier  that  the 

of f ices must  be v is i ted.   I  gave them the very same t imes 

again.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You in formed them at  the t ime of  th is ,  

because,  you in formed them because the drugs were there,  

and so i t  was to protect  that  drug haul .   Is  that  r ight?  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am not  sure i f  you heard me wel l .   I  

in formed …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You can just  say yes or  no.   Maybe I  d id 

not  and that  is  why I  am c la r i fy ing.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No.   Huh-huh.   I  want  you to  

understand me proper ly .   I  d id  i t  before even we stored the 

drugs,  th is  d i rect ive.   When you took up of f ice,  I  am not  

sure,  that  is  what  I  d id ,  when you took up of f ice,  you wi l l  go  

and v is i t  a l l  your  members and so that  you can a lso be able 

to  know where are the of f ices that  are resor t ing under you.   20 

In that  per iod,  i t  was in  2020,  dur ing that  process,  I  gave 

th is  d i rect ive.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  understand that .   I  am asking 

…[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Can I  f in ish?  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  p lease do.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    P lease,  Commissioners.   Then,  on  

the day of  the storage,  I  repeated i t  again.   I  to ld  them, I  

th ink i f  you look at  there is  a statement  of  Colonel  Pr ins loo,  

he wi l l  say so.   That  is ,  I  am t ry ing  to respond to the  issues 

of  th is  paragraph 2.2.8,  that  fur ther  than th is ,  I  in formed the  

people to  do thei r  v is i t s .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  there are a f f idavi ts  here,  and there 

are severa l  a f f idavi ts  that  cont rad ict  that .   The f i rs t ,  can I  

take you to page 557.   Okay,  in  paragraph 2.  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    - :  

 “At  no stage before and or  af ter  the 

housebreaking that  occurred between 5  

November 21,  8  November 21 a t  the 

Port  Shepstone DPCI of f i ces was I  ever  

g iven any wr i t ten  or  verbal  inst ruct ion 

by any of f icer  to  v is i t  our  of f i ces af ter  

hours or  on weekends to make sure  

that  everyth ing was in  order  at  the 20 

of f ice. ”  

 And i t  goes on.   And then i t  say:  

 “The t imes that  I  d id  v is i t  the o f f ice  

was on my own in i t ia t ive because of  

the previous break - ins we had at  our  
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o f f ices.   However ,  I  do recal l  that  our  

previous Act ing Commander,  

L ieutenant  Colonel  JJP Pr ins loo,  d id 

ask the  of f ice personnel  to  v is i t  the  

of f ice when they are in  the area wi thout  

giv ing any speci f i c  reason. ”  

 This is  f rom a Detect ive Warrant  Of f icer .   What  is  

your  response to that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    You said i t  is  cont radictory,  but  the 

answer is  there,  you read i t .   On the same paragraph,  there  10 

is  an answer there.   So my response is ,  the members knew,  

because when you look at  th is  sta tement ,  i t  was taken now 

2,  I  th ink,  September 2025,  but  they knew these members.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  no,  i t  does not  say that .   I t  says,  at  

no stage,  before or  af ter  the housebreaking that  occurred,  

between 5 November 2021 and 8  November 21 at  the Port  

Shepstone DPCR of f ices,  was I  ever  g iven any wr i t ten or  

verbal  inst ruct ion  by any of f i cer  to  v is i t  our  of f ices af ter  

hours or  on weekends to make sure that  everyth ing  was in  

order  at  the of f ice.   And th is  i s  important  because you said  20 

that  at  the t ime you gave th is  inst ruct ion,  and I  am saying 

th is  of f icer  says something d i f ferent .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  do not  know why he said something  

d i f ferent ,  Commissioners,  but  I  d id  g ive th is  d i rect ive.   You 

look at ,  we provided a statement  to  the evidence leader of  
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Colonel  Pr ins loo.   I  do not  know i f  i t  was shared wi th the 

Commissioners.   I f  i t  was shared,  I  want  to  inv i te  the  

Commissioners,  we go,  i t  is  a  page that  we gave,  pages.   I  

am not  sure i f  i t  was annexed here,  but  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ms Maf isa,  was i t  shared wi th us?  

MS MAFISO :    Yes,  Chai r .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   We have i t  now,  General .   

Where do you want  to  take us?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Let  us  look at  paragraph 8,  

Commissioners.   10 

CHAIRPERSON :    And th is  i s  a statement  by …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    L ieutenant  Colonel  Pr ins loo.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Jacobus Jeremiah Pet rus Pr ins loo.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  paragraph 8,  f rom the bot tom of  

that  paragraph,  we wi l l  read one,  two,  three,  four ,  f ive.   You 

wi l l  see i t  s tar ts  wi th General  Senona,  there at  the end,  

towards the end o f  the f i f th  l ine f rom the bot tom.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  yes,  I  see.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Paragraph 8.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  see para 8,  l ine  …[ indist inct ] .  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    And then th is  a f f idavi t ,  

Commissioners,  i t  was s igned on the 25/11/2021,  th is  

af f idavi t  by Colonel  Pr ins loo.   Can I  read where I  wanted to 

take the Commiss ioners?  I t  say:  

 “General  Senona requested us to have a  
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regular  v is i t  to  the of f i ce af ter  hours .   

The members then le f t ,  and Warrant  

Of f icer  Van der  Bergh secure back the  

secur i t y  door by the k i tchen wi th a  chain  

and padlock. ”  

 This one I  forgot  to  add,  to ,  I  forgot  about  i t  

because i t  is  no t ,  i t  is  not  me.   You can see that  an 

addi t ional  secur i ty  feature was done that  a chain  and a  

padlock were a lso procured so that  they can lock  at  the 

door at  the k i t chen at  the back,  because that  is  why these 10 

homeless people,  they were breaking that  …[ indist inct ]  they 

could not  come in there because the lock,  i t  was locked 

f rom ins ide wi th the chain.   So you wi l l  never  be  able to  

open i t  f rom the outs ide.    

 So th is  i ssue of  cont rary,  I  th ink we need to a lso,  i f  

there was ample  t ime,  Commissioners,  to  go and have a  

look at  the statements of  these members by then,  the in i t ia l  

s tatement ,  because these are addi t ional  s tatements that  the  

Advocate is  ta lk ing about .   Maybe they wi l l  g ive us  a c lear  

perspect ive,  but  th is  i s  the boss of  the of f i ce that  I  gave th is  20 

d i rect ive to .    

 And the expectat ion was that  in  the parade,  pol i ce,  

when they repor t  on duty,  they come to a room, they 

parade,  the detec t ives,  and then they ta lk ,  they d iscuss the  

dai ly  i ssues and so for th.   There and there,  I  th ink there 
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was a statement  that  I  read tha t  says,  dur ing parades,  

L ieutenant  Colonel  Pr ins loo in formed us to v is i t  the of f ice  

af ter  hours.   I t  is just  that  I  am looking for  that  one.   I  am 

unable to  t race i t  here on the bundle of  documents.   Thank 

you,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Was i t  a  request  o r  was i t  an 

inst ruct ion?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    You know,  in  the pol ice,  when he 

wrote l i ke th is ,  i t  is  an inst ruct ion.   In  the pol ice,  we do not  

normal ly ,  the language of ,  the pol ice language is  not  a  10 

request ,  i t  is  an inst ruct ion.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And so would there be a  log,  an  

occur rence book or  some sor t  o f  ent ry to  show that  between 

these hours,  which of f icer  pat ro l led the area,  d id  a s i te  

inspect ion and a  s i te  v is i t  every s ingle day between what  

hours?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    There should be,  because the  

inst ruct ion was that  an OB ent ry  must  be done to that  

ef fect ,  to  the ef fect  o f  the v is i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So do you have,  do you,  have you seen 20 

such ent r ies?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Look,  the cr iminal  invest igators,  they 

took a lo t  o f  s tuf f .   The only th ing that  I  was having af ter  the 

break- in ,  i t  is  only these copies  that  I  d id  for  me.   But  

fur ther  than that ,  I  do not  know.  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so d id you check at  the t ime,  d id  

you check that  these inspect ions were tak ing p lace?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  d id  not  have opportuni ty  to  go and 

check,  Commissioners.   I  was,  my heart  was b leeding that  

who d id th is?  I  was,  my wish was that  we need to ar rest  

these people and recover th is  cocaine,  but  that  I  d id  not  

check.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Would i t  not  …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    But  my focus,  the pr io r i ty  by then,  

was to t ry  and ident i fy  and ar rest  these perpet rators.  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  accept  that ,  but  would i t  not  be  

important  for  you to do that  check,  because you had such,  

what  is  the st reet  va lue of  the cocaine that  was stored 

there?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    541.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    The st reet  va lue.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    541.   200 mi l l ion.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  was over  200 mi l l ion.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    No,  200.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  was exact ly  200 mi l l ion.  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    That  is  what  we were in formed,  

Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you had R200 mi l l ion worth of  

cocaine stored in  the of f ices.   I  am asking whether  i t  would,  

do you not  th ink i t  was appropr ia te for  you to ensure that  
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there was greater  secur i t y  around the of f i ces,  inc luding by  

checking that  v is i ts  were being made by of f icers?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  I  be l ieve the act ions 

that  I  have taken,  they were suf f ic ient  enough to  ensure  

that  those exhib i t s  were secured.   The issue of  the padlock,  

the issue of  g iv ing inst ruct ions of  the v is i ts ,  the issue of  the  

walk ins ide the s t rong room, the issue of  tak ing the keys 

that  not  two people must  take,  must  be able to  have the 

keys.   I  th ink I  be l ieve I  d id  what  was necessary.   I  know 

the Advocate is  asking me,  was i t  not  necessary for  you to  10 

go and check,  bu t  I  be l ieve i t  was necessary,  because,  and 

I  be l ieve the members were doing the due d i l igence.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So le t  me understand th is .   This thef t  

happened over a weekend,  e i ther  on a Saturday or  Sunday.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    The 6 t h  or  the 7 t h  o f  November .   And I  

see f rom your sta tement  that  some pol ice of f icers would go 

to that  of f ice f rom t ime to t ime.   But  there was nobody 

stat ioned there permanent ly .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Ja.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    There was nobody stat ioned there  

permanent ly ,  Commissioners.   You wi l l  rea l ize that  on that  

weekend,  members went  to  the of f ices.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Ja,  but  he only went  there to p ick up 
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something and he smel led something.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ja.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    He thought  i t  was loadshedding.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    And then a lso the Uni t  Commander  

went  to  v is i t  the  of f ice,  Commissioners.   Even previously,  

when I  asked in  terms of  the guards,  there were no guards 

that  were posted there permanent ly .   And I  th ink  in  the 

statement  of  Colonel  Pr ins loo,  you wi l l  see,  le t  me check 

that  paragraph where he said he a lso requested the K9 to 

pat ro l  the area of  the surrounding,  the K9 of  that  area,  10 

Commissioners.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  mean,  I  am no expert  on  pol ic ing  

and how you store your exhib i ts ,  but  i t  seems reckless to  

me that  hal f  a  tonne of  cocaine is  s to red in  a  remote  

locat ion.   There is  just  a  safe there and a padlock,  but  there 

is  nobody guard ing i t ,  which means i f  anybody wants to  

break in  at  n igh t ,  they can do so because there is  no 

appropr ia te secur i ty  and they have enough t ime to even use 

a gr inder to  break the safe and go in  and steal  th is  cocaine,  

which is  in  fact  what  happened.   I  am assuming that  is  what  20 

happened.   Let  me not  say in  fact .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commiss ioner,  Commissioners,  I  

be l ieve I  d id  everyth ing in  my power to  secure the cocaine,  

and over  and above that ,  mandrax were stored to the value 

of  254 mi l l ion,  the value above th is  one on a previous 
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occasion,  as wel l  as hashish compressed dagga.   I t  is  a  

very expensive dagga,  that  hashish.   I t  is  a  p i ty ,  I  do not  

remember how much was the st reet  va lue of  that .   So I  

be l ieve I  d id  the  r ight  th ing.   I  d id  a l l  that  I  could do to  

safeguard those exhib i ts  there.   But  I  sa id,  a f ter  the thef t ,  

there is  space to  store cocaine.   There is  space to store 

cocaine and I  do  not  know before  why we were in formed 

there is  no space,  we cannot  do th is .   Now in pol ice 

stat ions,  but  they want  you to only  leave those th ings fo r  a 

week.   I t  cannot  go over  the weekend.   Then I  ind icated I  10 

had to  pay f rom my budget  the combat  people to  t ransport  

these exhib i t s  because they are a subject  of  a  case that  is  

invest igated in  my of f ice.   Pretor ia  has been receiv ing  them.  

And current ly ,  that  is  the pract ice  that  is  being done i f  we 

seize drugs,  Commissioners.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  i t  seems though that  Colonel  

Pr ins loo h imsel f  was not  happy wi th the secur i t y  of  that  

p lace.   I  mean,  i t  is  h is  of f ice.   He says in  th is  statement  

that  you have g iven us,  at  paragraph 10,  he says:  

 “ I  was not  comfor table wi th i t  be ing  20 

stored in  my of f i ce as the secur i t y  of  

my of f ice is  not  up to standard. ”  

 So you have got  a person who is  in  the p lace,  who 

knows the p lace bet te r  than you do,  and he te l ls  somebody 

in  th is  statement  that  I  was actual ly  uncomfor table because 
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the secur i ty  there  was not  good.   And you f rom outs ide,  you 

say i t  was a very safe p lace.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner,  the previous Uni t  

Commander before Pr ins loo is  a Br igadier  …[ indist inct ] .   I  

th ink the 2018 storage,  he was the Uni t  Commander there.   

Now,  th is  paragraph,  I  saw i t ,  bu t  th is  was never brought  

under my at tent ion.   When I  look at  i t ,  i t  seems he to ld a  

br igadier  here who was there at  the of f ice.   But  even th is  

br igadier  never came and advised me,  General ,  there is  th is  

one,  two,  three,  we need to do something.   I f  i t  was brought  10 

under my at tent ion,  maybe one would have taken addi t ional  

and necessary steps to deal  wi th  the s i tuat ion.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wel l ,  I  guess my point  real l y  i s ,  yes,  you 

may have taken the steps that  you have descr ibed,  but  f rom 

Colonel  Pr ins loo i t  seems that  that  p lace in  the f i rs t  p lace.   

was not ,  was not  good enough,  secure enough,  and so 

maybe your re l iance on h istory and what  you were to ld by a  

person who suggested Port  Shepstone,  as we now know,  

was shocked because here is  Colonel  Pr ins loo who knows 

that  p lace,  says,  I  was not  happy that  these th ings are here.  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  agree wi th you,  Commissioner.   The 

only chal lenge is  i t  was never brought  under my at tent ion.   I  

would have taken act ion.   I f  he say so,  I  would have asked 

and say,  you say you are not  happy,  what  i s  your  

suggest ion,  what  do you th ink?  And then so that  we can do 
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any other  th ing that  we can do to  ensure that  that  p lace is 

safe.   Because af ter  the seizure ,  I  d id  report  th is  to  my 

superv isor  by then.   I  th ink I  sa id i t  on Tuesday.   But  I  see 

th is  paragraph.   I  agree wi th you,  Commissioner,  i t  is  an  

unfor tunate s i tua t ion.   I t  was never brought  under my 

at tent ion.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you,  Ms Hassim.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner Baloyi .   On 

that  point ,  General ,  can you look at  page 550.   Th is is  an 

af f idavi t  by the very same Pr ins loo,  r ight?  10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I f  you look at  the name at  the top .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And he,  in  th is  af f idavi t ,  expla ins ,  i t  is  a  

d i f ferent  af f idavi t  to  the one that  you have provided us wi th,  

but  i t  is  by the same person,  and he expla ins,  we wi l l  see in  

paragraph 3:  

 “The of f ice was previously  f i t ted wi th  

an a larm that  was moni to red by 

Nat ional  Secur i t y  and Fi re.   Dur ing  20 

Apr i l ,  we d id an appl icat ion to  the 

provinc ia l  o f f ice to  be on a month - to-

month cont ract  wi th  Nat ional  Secur i ty  

as we were awai t ing the procurement  

process. ”  
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  Paragraph 4:  

 “Dur ing May,  an appl icat ion was done 

to  upgrade the a la rm system.   This 

of f ice was to ld  to  get  th ree new 

secur i t y  companies to tender fo r  the 

upgrading and moni tor ing of  the a larm 

system,  which was done and submi t ted  

by our  provinc ia l  o f f ice for  approval .   

To date,  th is  was never approved.   

Dur ing December ,  the of f ice rece ived 10 

not i f icat ion f rom nat ional  secur i ty  that  

due to non-payment ,  they have 

removed us f rom thei r  system.”  

 And so on.   And he ends in  paragraph 7:  

 “The provincia l  o f f ice was wel l  aware of  

the secur i ty  p roblems that  we faced at  

th is  of f ice. ”  

 This af f idavi t  was wr i t ten on 26 July 2022.   He 

says:  

 “The provincia l  o f f ice was wel l  aware of  20 

the secur i ty  p roblems that  we faced at  

th is  of f ice. ”  

 That  goes to the point  that  you just  made.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.   You know,  i f  he says he 

reported th is  to  the provinc ia l  o f f ice,  as I  have unpacked 
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how the  DPCI of f ices are,  I  am of  the v iew that  when you 

say he reported th is  to  the provinc ia l  o f f ice,  i t  never came 

to my at tent ion.   I  be l ieve he might  have sent  i t  to  the 

supply chain management  because the procurement  and 

everyth ing of  these th ings is  deal t  wi th  by our  supp ly chain 

management .   And I  am also emphasiz ing,  I  am again  

emphasiz ing,  i f  i t  came to my at tent ion,  Commissioners,  I  

would have devised some means to assist  and take and 

protect  th is  exhib i t  there.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  i f ,  there is  a basic quest ion 10 

that  i t  seems you should have asked,  g iven the value,  wel l ,  

not  just  the value ,  but  the substance i t se l f ,  such as,  do we 

have an a la rm system?  And in  th is ,  which Ms Hass im has 

just  read now,  Co lonel  Pr ins loo says they were taken of f  the 

alarm system in …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    December 2020.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    A f ter  that .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And th is  is  in ,  th is  inc ident  i s  in  2021?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The inc ident  is  2021,  Commissioners.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So you are a l ready in  of f i ce.   They are 20 

removed f rom the a larm system,  not i f icat ion sys tem in  

December 2020.   There is  th is ,  you go there,  you approve 

that  i t  is  okay,  i t  is  a  safe p lace,  but  you do not  ask  what  I  

thought  would have been,  you know,  your f i rs t  quest ion,  do  

we have an a larm system so that  i t  is  t r iggered i f  anyone 



    29 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 49 
 

Page 175  o f  213  

 

 

t r ies to  get  in ,  bu t  you do not  even check that .   But  in  fact ,  

we do have a  record that  says there is  no  system.   

Provincia l  o f f i ce knows we do not  have an a la rm system.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Accord ing to me,  Commissioners,  the 

a la rm system was there.   I  th ink  when I  understand th is  

af f idavi t  that  I  am seeing here o f  Colonel  Pr ins loo,  the  

second one,  is  that  when I  read,  when the Advocate was 

reading i t ,  my understanding was that  there was th is  

secur i t y  who f i t ted the a larm system and that  was moni tored 

by them.  But  i t  was never removed,  accord ing to my 10 

understanding of  th is ,  because once you have th is  type of  a  

secur i t y  system …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  General ,  read paragraph 5.   I t  says 

…[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Paragraph 5?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    5 .   I t  says:  

 “Dur ing December 2020,  th is  of f ice received 

not i f icat ion f rom nat ional  secur i ty  that  due to non -payment ,  

they have removed us f rom thei r  system and wi l l  not  be 

render ing any serv ices at  our  uni t . ”  20 

  Am I  wrong …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  see that ,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    You see that  now?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    You are correct .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight .  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    You know,  the chal lenging par t  is  th is  

was never brought  under my at tent ion.   I  th ink they were  

deal ing wi th the supply chain,  issues of  the bui ld ings in  our  

province,  supply chain,  they have th is  fac i l i ty  managers wi th 

supply chain in  the supply chain of f ices who are deal ing 

wi th that .   And then at  our  head of f ice,  we have a  co lonel  

who a lso deals  wi th them.  Normal ly ,  i f  there are  

chal lenges,  the supply chain at  the province wi l l  ta lk  wi th  

the supply chain  at  Nat ional ,  but  th is  was never brought  

under my at tent ion,  Commissioners.   I  fu l ly  agree about  10 

what  he wrote here.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    And I  cannot  d ispute i t  because i t  

was not  report ,  brought  under my at tent ion,  but  he  might  

have reported to  the supply chain at  the province,  which 

means my members there fa i led to come and in form me 

about  th is  t ype of  a  th ing.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   I  mean,  I  am prepared to accept  i t  

was never brought  to  your  at ten t ion fo r  purpose of  our  

d iscussion,  but  i t  is  real l y  back to the point  that  20 

Commissioner Khumalo d iscussed wi th you ear l ier ,  that  you 

ar r ive on the day when th is  consignment  or  th is  drug haul  i s  

being put  there,  and then you say you sat is f ied yoursel f .   

that  there was,  so even on the day i t se l f ,  you say you 

sat is f ied yoursel f  and then,  but  then what  I  am ra is ing wi th  
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you,  that  I  would  have expected that  one of  the th ings you 

would have sat is f ied yoursel f  about  is  there is  no  a larm 

system.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am taking notes,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  must  a lso  br ing  to your a t tent ion,  

General ,  that  in  addi t ion to the af f idavi t  I  re fer red you to on 

page 557,  i f  you can just  go to  page 559,  you w i l l  see a 

Detect ive Warrant  Of f icer ,  an af f idavi t .    10 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Warrant  Of f icer  P ienaar.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    559,  cor rect .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   He says that  in  paragraph 2:  

 “ I  cannot  remember the dates and or  

t ime when L ieu tenant  Colonel  JJP 

Pr ins loo,  our  previous Act ing 

Commander,  asked us on o f f ice  

lectures to v is i t  the of f ice af ter  work ing 

hours and or  weekends i f  we are in  the  20 

of f ice area.   I  presumed that  the 

reason for  L ieutenant  Colonel  Pr ins loo  

to ask a l l  the of f ice personnel  to  v is i t  

the of f ice was because we had 

previous of f ice break - ins. ”  
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 And then he expla ins more about  the r i sks and he 

ends:   

 “ I  must  c lear ly  s tate that  I  d id  not  know 

and was never to ld by anyone unt i l  the  

break- in  at  the walk - in  safe of  any 

drugs being kept  at  our  of f i ce. ”  

 So he says that  what  he knew was that  the previous 

Act ing Commander asked them dur ing of f ice lectures  to v is i t  

when they were  in  the area,  which is  not  the same as 

pat ro l l ing much more purposefu l l y  in  order  to  secure the 10 

of f ice because there were expensive contents.   Do you want  

to  say anyth ing about  that ,  because there are a couple of  

o thers?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    This is  one of  the statements that  I  

sa id is  that  dur ing a parade,  so i t  is  a  lecture.   A lecture  

and a parade is  more or  less the same th ing.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    A l l  your  personnel  wi l l  come there.   

You deal  wi th  the cor respondences and other  management  

issues there,  which means a l l  the members knew that  they 20 

are supposed to v is i t  the of f ices a f ter  hours.   But  the mere 

fact  that  Colonel  Pr ins loo put  i t  the way he put  i t ,  I  do not  

know why he put  i t ,  because as for  me,  in  h is  statement ,  he  

said,  I  requested them to v is i t  the of f ice af ter  hours  and so  

for th,  o f  which when you say request ,  you ask me where is  
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the request  on inst ruct ion,  and in  the pol ice we g ive 

inst ruct ions,  we do not  request .   I t  is  just  that  people are  

moderniz ing th ings,  but  we g ive ins t ruct ions.   

 Even i f  I  say,  I  request  that  you must  v is i t  

compla inant  so,  so,  so,  there is  th is  type of  a  compla int  o r  

th is  type of  in fo rmat ion.   The way we ta lk  to  people,  we say,  

I  request ,  but  actual ly ,  i t  is  an inst ruct ion.   So I  do not  know 

why these members are saying,  Colonel  Pr ins loo to ld them 

to v is i t  a f te r  hours or  weekends when they are in  the area,  

because my inst ruct ion was that  the of f ices must  be v is i ted.  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  at  561.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Before you do 561,  can I  just ,  in  

fa i rness to you,  General ,  what  I  d iscussed wi th you about  

the a la rm being,  the serv ice not  being of fered anymore fo r  

non-payment ,  General ,  Colonel  Pr ins loo,  though,  says 

e lsewhere in  h is  statement  that  on the day that  the drugs 

were brought  in  and af te r  locking  up,  they swi tched on the  

a la rm system.   So i t  seems that  in  2021,  there was an a larm 

that  was work ing .   You may not  have been aware of  i t  

because you d id not  ask the quest ion,  but  he seems to say 20 

that .   So I  just  thought ,  le t  me cor rect  what  may have been 

a mis-statement .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you very much,  Commissioner.   

Real ly  appreciated.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  th ink that  the issue,  Commissioner 
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Baloyi ,  is  that  the a la rm is  insuf f i c ient  wi thout  being l inked 

to a company,  a  company,  a secur i ty  company that  wi l l  

moni to r  the area.   There would be an armed response i f  

there is  a,  you know,  something to a le r t ,  an a la rm that  wi l l  

a le r t  someone to  do,  otherwise,  you can just  swi tch of f  an  

a la rm and cont inue.   But  I  th ink that  i s  what  Pr ins loo was 

concerned about .   And that  i s  why he said that  he was not  

comfor table  wi th the drugs being s tored in  h is  of f i ce  as the  

secur i t y  of  my of f ice is  not  up to standard.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja,  no,  no,  I  had put  to  the General  that  10 

there was no a la rm system at  a l l .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    A t  a l l .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  so that  is  a l l  I  am correct ing.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So I  just  need to complete these 

statements just  for  the sake of  completeness.   I  d id  two 

af f idavi ts .   There  is  another  at  page 561 and th is  is  a van 

den Bergh,  paragraph 2.   And the quest ion he is  answer ing  

in  paragraph 2 is ,  was inst ruct ion  g iven to  v is i t  the of f i ce 

af ter  hours and make an OB ent ry and by who?  And he 

says:  20 

 “ I  cannot  remember being g iven such a 

d i rect  inst ruct ion. ”  

 So again,  i t  comes back to th is ,  what  I  was asking  

you,  an  inst ruct ion versus a request .   So he says 

…[intervenes] .  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Let  me just  f in ish and then you can 

respond.   

 “ I  cannot  remember being g iven such a 

di rect  inst ruct ion .   I  do remember  

Colonel  Pr ins loo repeatedly request ing  

the of f ice members on morning parade 

to v is i t  the of f ice af ter  hours when they 

can or  when they are in  the v ic in i t y  of  

the of f ice due to the repeated problems 10 

we had wi th break - ins and at tempted 

break- ins. ”  

 Now,  again,  i t  is  what  the others were saying,  i t  is  

l ike a n ice to have,  i f  you are in  the area,  pop in .  

CHAIRPERSON :    But ,  Ms Hassim,  I  f ind i t  odd.   These read 

the same,  you know.   I  th ink th is  i s  the th i rd one now and 

they a l l  read the  same,  and ja ,  I  just ,  I  am just  making 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    They are qui te  s imi lar ,  and I  th ink,  I  

mean,  I  am not  going to speculate.   They were,  obviously  20 

quest ions were being posed in  a  post - thef t  invest igat ion,  

and I  th ink that  i s  why these af f idavi ts  were prepared.   So 

quest ions were  being posed and the of f icers were  

answer ing.   Other  than that ,  I  cannot  say more.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I f  the same person draf t  the statements  
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for  them and basica l l y  note exact ly  the same th ing,  i t  is  

qui te  s imi la r .   I  am just  making an observat ion,  just  making 

an observat ion.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  th ink i t  is  important  for  me to put  to  

the wi tness that  there are a ser ies of  a f f idavi ts .  

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  no,  I  am not ,  I  am not  s topping you.   

I  am not  s topping you,  Ms Hassim.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And I  do not  know …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    A t  a l l .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    More than,  more than that .   I  do see 10 

that  there are s im i lar i t ies.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And somet imes s imi lar i t ies are a good 

th ing,  and somet imes there is  …[ in tervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    They may be a bad th ing,  ja .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    They ra ise quest ions.    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioner?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  General .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then the –  oh.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  want  to  br ing under the at tent ion of  20 

the Commissioner  that  these statements were taken on the  

same month,  and then I  want  to  check same date ,  2 n d  o f  

September 2025,  hence,  ear l ie r  I  sa id the in i t ia l  s tatements 

that  the members  have deposi ted are not  here.   So i f  one 

was having that ,  one would be able to  do  a  compar ison.   
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But  you are 100%, because I  was going to te l l ,  ask the  

Commissioners that  th is  is  a copy,  sor t  o f  a  copy and paste  

type of  a  statement .   But  thank you very  much,  

Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  General .   Yes,  p lease 

cont inue,  Ms Hassim.  

MS THOMAS :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Chai r .   Pr ins loo’s  

af f idavi t  f rom 2022 says that  he has had ser ious concerns 

about  th is .   I  am not  going to go back to that .   Let  me,  the  

next  af f idavi t  i s  at  567 and i t  is  paragraph 3,  and th is  i s  10 

…[intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    5?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    567.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    567.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And as I  say,  I  th ink,  I  do th ink these 

were a l l  taken in  the course of  a  subsequent  invest igat ion.   

567,  i t  is  a  Capta in Jezza and in  paragraph 3,  he says:  

 “ I  do not  remember being in formed to  

vis i t  o f f ice af te r  hours dur ing the n ight  

and weekends and make occurrence 20 

book ent ry pr io r  o r  af ter  the drugs were 

kept  in  the st rong room.  However,  i t  

was a common pract ice for  members to  

v is i t  o f f ice and wr i te  occurrence book i f  

i t  happened that  they had something to 
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do in  the of f ice dur ing weekends. ”  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  General?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  i s  s t range because in  a  lecture,  a l l  

the members wi l l  be there when they are g iven th is  tasking.   

What  he is  saying,  when you are in  a lecture,  a l l  the 

personnel  of  your  of f ice are there when they are g iven th is  

tasking by the L ieutenant  Colonel ,  but  he says,  th is  one 

does not  even say we were asked to v is i t  when we were 

there.   Thank you,  Commissioners.  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    [ Ind ist inct ]… [ cross- ta lk ing] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  sorry,  sor ry,  sorry.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ms Hassim,  i s  i t ,  is  i t  not  real l y  the point  

that  Colonel  Pr ins loo does say that  General  Senona 

requested that  the Port  Shepstone people do regular  v is i ts  

to  the of f i ce af te r  hours?  When you star ted,  I  thought  the 

point  you were seeking to address is  the speci f ics of  i t ,  

because the General  says,  I  to ld  them to,  I  gave them t ime 

f rames,  r ight ,  wi th in th is  per iod and that  per iod must  be a  20 

walkabout ,  and then at  2 in  the morning,  between 2 and 

something.    

 I  thought  that  i s  the point  you were explor ing wi th  

h im,  whether  he gave that  speci f ic  inst ruct ion.   But  we have 

here  Pr ins loo that ,  as  I  understand,  is  in  charge or 
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something,  i t  is  h is  of f i ce.   He does conf i rm that  the  

General  gave tha t  inst ruct ion that  h is  members,  he may not  

have conveyed that  to  h is  members,  i s  a  d i f ferent  

conversat ion that  the General ,  I  do not  know that  there is  

va lue d iscussing  that  wi th  the General ,  un less you are 

saying the genera l  ev idence is  that  he addressed everyone 

in  that  s tat ion and to ld them, th is  i s  what  you,  when th is  

drug haul  was brought  in  and to ld  everybody in  the  stat ion  

that  you are going to do i t  th is  way.   What  is  the point?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  there is  two points.   F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  i t  10 

is  a quest ion of ,  there is  conf l i c t ing vers ions here and I  am 

t ry ing to establ ish,  because the General  sa id at  the t ime,  

that  is  at  the t ime of  the seizure of  the drugs and storage,  a  

speci f ic  inst ruct ion was g iven by h im.   And i t  was speci f i c ,  i t  

was to pat ro l  between cer ta in hours and to make OB ent r ies 

on those pat ro ls .    

 And we have General  Pr ins loo saying that  General  

Senona requested us to have regu lar  v is i t  to  the of f ice  af te r  

hours.   And then we have other  af f idavi ts  that  say that  

Pr ins loo d id ask us,  but  he asked us to do i t  in  th is  way.   20 

Now,  why he d id  that ,  I  do not  know.   But  what  I  want  to  

know f rom the General  i s  i f  he ins is ts that  he made speci f ic  

requests for  spec i f ic  hours to  secure R200 mi l l ion worth of  

cocaine at  th is  o f f ice,  whether  he  moni tored and checked 

that  those,  because they are saying they d id not  have that  
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inst ruct ion.   

 One way to know whether  th is  happened was to see 

whether  there were any OB ent r ies .   And I  th ink i t ,  but  I  am 

also fur ther  saying is  that  as a Head of  the Hawks in  KZN,  

where th is  amount  of ,  th is  va lue of  cocaine is  kept ,  that  the 

Provincia l  Head has a par t icu lar  and keen in terest  in  

ensur ing the safe ty and not  to  just  say,  wel l ,  my of f icers are  

there and I  have g iven an inst ruct ion and I  do not  need to 

do any more.   So that  is  real l y  the thrust  of  what  I  am t ry ing  

to explore wi th the General .    10 

 So I  mean,  General ,  that  real ly  i s  the quest ion is  

whether  in  the l ight  of  these sor t  o f  conf l i c t ing vers ions and 

par t icu lar ly ,  you know,  Pr ins loo,  sor ry,  Pr ins loo  h imsel f  

saying that  he made i t  known to the provinc ia l  o f f ice.   I  

heard your response that  as the  Head of  the provinc ia l  

o f f ice,  i t  was not  brought  to  your  at tent ion.   But  what  d id 

you do proact ive ly to  ensure that  there was round -the-c lock 

moni to r ing of  th is  h igh value of  cocaine stash at  the Port  

Shepton of f ice?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  have answered th is  quest ion  ear l ier  20 

that  I  d id  not  go  and check the OB ent r ies i f  they were  

there.   I  d id  not  go.   I  answered.   And af ter  the thef t ,  a  lo t  

o f ,  I  th ink a lso the OB was taken and everyth ing,  so I  d id  

not  go and v is i t .   Look,  i f  you are the Head of  the Hawks,  I  

understand,  or  a Head of  an of f i ce,  or  inst i tu t ions,  you have 
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people who are  doing cer ta in responsib i l i t ies on your 

behal f .    

 And I  s t rongly be l ieve that  the act ions that  I  have 

taken,  f rom my perspect ive,  they were suf f i c ient  enough.   

But  today,  before  the Commission,  the Commissioners have 

ra ised cer ta in issues that  I  should have a lso considered,  

and I  am taking note of  that .   But  asking one quest ion over  

and over ,  that  my answer wi l l  never  change.   I t  is  s t i l l  the 

same.   I  have never went  and checked.   Thank you,  

Commissioners.  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Are you saying wi th the benef i t  o f  

h indsight ,  more  could have been done to secure that  

cocaine and you accept  that ,  but  at  the t ime,  you thought  

the steps you took were suf f ic ient?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    A t  the t ime,  the steps I  took were  

suf f i c ient ,  but  now I  am learn ing o f  new avenues that  In  the  

near fu ture,  I  must  apply.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Because remember,  my ear l ie r  

cr i t i c ism was,  I  thought  i t  was reckless that  there is  nobody 

guard ing those drugs 24 hours a day.   People just  go there  20 

when they have t ime to s imply walk past  and check that  

everyth ing is  f ine ,  and that  was my cr i t ic ism.   I  th ink to  be  

fa i r  to  you,  you said you can see how I  can look at  i t  that  

way.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.   What  i s  
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happening is  that  when you deal  wi th  the s i tuat ion 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And sorry ,  I  do not  want  you to 

repeat .   I  was s imply …[ intervenes] .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Okay,  thank you,  Commissioner .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Making the  point ,  because Advocate 

Hassim,  you know,  there are t ime const ra ins.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So there is  no need to repeat .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner Khumalo.   I  

th ink the point  is  made.   I  just  want  to  be c lear  that  my 

quest ions were two,  in  two respects.   One is  whether  you 

d id i t  and secondly,  whether  you considered i t  an obl igat ion 

on you to do i t .   But  I  th ink you have answered both of  

those quest ions,  so we are going to move on f rom there.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Just  one las t  point .   Have any ar rests 

been made?  Were these drugs ever  found,  because we are 

4½ months,  4½ years down the l ine?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  I  do not  know.   Ever 20 

since …[ intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    No,  no,  General ,  have ar res ts been 

made,  yes or  no?  Have the drugs been recovered,  yes or  

no?  You cannot  say you do not  know.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Remember  what  I  sa id on Tuesday,  
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the case docket  and enqui r ies  were taken away and in  that  

ca l l -up inst ruct ion,  they are report ing speci f i ca l l y  to  cer ta in  

of f ices at  head of f ice,  not  to  me,  but  I  d id  not  hear any 

report  that  suggested that  the drugs were recovered or  

there is  any ar res t .   So I  cannot  say wi th cer ta inty because 

I  am not  having ins ide in format ion of  what  exact ly  is  

happening wi th the invest igat ion.   I  am also surpr ised wi th 

statements that  are taken af te r  four  years of  th is  nature.   

What  are these going to help us wi th the invest igat ion?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  you are the Head and th is  10 

happens under your watch and so th is  i s  your  loss,  r ight?   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And you are one of  the people that  had 

access that  knew about  th is ,  the way i t  i s ,  you know,  the 

setup of  the room and where th ings are stored.   I  would  

have thought  that  as the owner,  o f  th is ,  even though 

enqui r ies,  invest igat ions are now happening e lsewhere,  you 

would ask,  you are suf f ic ient ly  in te rested.   You need to 

know who of  your  people,  i f  a t  a l l ,  have anyth ing to do wi th 

th is .   I  would have thought  you would t ry  to  f ind out .    20 

 We had wi tnesses f rom Ekurhuleni  Munic ipal i t y  

where mat ters are being deal t ,  the i r  mat ters are being deal t  

wi th  by IPID.   They d id not  s i t  back.   They came to test i f y  

and to ld us the count less t imes that  they have chased up 

wi th IPID to f ind out ,  where are you wi th th is?  I  have la id  a  
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cr iminal  compla in t  and you are deal ing wi th i t .   Where are 

you?   

 So I  am qui te  surpr ised that  something so major  

that ,  as you said,  on day one,  i t  i s  a  b l ight  on your  record 

as  wel l .   And potent ia l l y ,  you,  you know,  you remain a  

person of  in teres t  as wi th the other  people because you 

knew about  th is  haul ,  you knew where i t  was stored,  and I  

would have thought  that  i t  is  a  mat ter  that  you wou ld want  

to  know and you would chase up to see that  head of f ice 

gets to  the bot tom of  how th is  happened.   And i t  is  d i f f icu l t  10 

to understand tha t  you have done noth ing about  i t .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  before  the team was 

establ ished,  and the case dockets and the enqui ry f i le  were  

taken,  we were work ing on th is .   A f ter  they l imi ted us there,  

and they wrote that  le t te r ,  I  must  te l l  you that  i t  is  d i f f icu l t .   

I t  is  d i f f icu l t  for  me to check that  progress,  because even 

when the team f rom head of f ice v is i ted Kwazulu -Nata l ,  They 

never in formed me they are there.    

 Up unt i l  th is  day,  when they come there,  they do 

not  say,  General ,  we are here.   Even i f  they do not  te l l  me 20 

what  they are going to do wi th invest igat ion of  the thef t ,  i t  is  

okay.   You do not  have to g ive me deta i l s .   They do not ,  

Commissioners.   

 So i t  mani fested th is  th ing of  me and say,  oh,  i f  th is  

is  the s i tuat ion,  le t  me,  because I  -  remember at  one stage I  
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requested my superv isor  that  when members are  moving 

f rom another  prov ince to another  province,  i t  is  impor tant  to  

just  le t  the Provincia l  Head know that  we are in  your  area,  

not  necessar i l y  to  say,  because i f  the problems ar ises l i ke  

wi th vehic les or  any other  problems,  God fo rb id,  i f  they are  

involved in  a shoot ing inc ident  wi th  perpet rators,  we need 

to know,  oh,  remember,  we had our  own people.   But  i f  you 

do not  know,  i t  is  a  problem.   But  the very same team that  

has been establ ished,  ever  s ince they were establ ished,  

they v is i ted the province to come and do the invest igat ions,  10 

I  was not  even in formed about  i t .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Is  there  anyth ing that  precludes you,  

precluded and precludes you f rom asking your superv isor   

what  i s  happening wi th my drugs that  were here,  those 

invest igat ions?  I  know I  would do that  i f  I  were in  charge of  

people and my superv isor  took over  a mat ter  f rom me and I  

have an in terest  in  the outcome because I  want  to  get  to  the  

bot tom of  i t .   I  would ask my superv isor  even in  a le t ter ,  one 

l ine,  what  is  happening wi th th is  mat ter?  As Commissioner  

Khumalo says,  i t  is  4½ years la ter ,  the head of  the DPCI 20 

under whose watch th is  was taken says,  I  do not  know what  

is  happening.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Commissioners,  I  understand what  you 

are saying.   I  wanted to know the progress.   I  wanted to 

ask,  to  form part  o f  the invest igat ion.   But  once they decide 
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to ,  they make a  d i rect ive that  these people wi l l  be the  

invest igators,  they wi l l  repor t  to  th is  one and moni tor ,  and 

the deputy  wi l l  moni tor  the progress on a weekly basis,  that  

on i t s  own for  me,  i t  was an inst ruct ion that  “wena”,  you do 

not  in ter fere here ,  s tay in  your  lane.    

 That  is  how I  took i t  when I  read that  le t te r ,  

because i t  was sent  to  me as wel l .   The cal l  up  is  the 

establ ishment  of  th is  task team to deal  wi th  th is .   That  is  

what  recorded in  me,  and maybe that  i s  why I  am saying I  

do not  know what  is  the cur rent  s tatus of  the case.   And 10 

then,  but  there was no reports of  some sor ts that  suggested 

that  there are  arrests or  there is  a recovery,  

Commissioners.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   Ms Hassim?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   Commissioners,  I  am going 

to move of f  the Port  Shepstone,  and so i f  there are any 

other  quest ions f rom your s ide,  I  am covered.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Maybe one las t  point  before you move 

of f  i t .   From Colonel  Pr ins loo 's sta tement  that  you gave us,  

and th is  i s  s t i l l  about ,  you know,  the measures that  would 20 

have been in  p lace to secure th is ,  i t  seems that  i t  was 

known,  i t  was out  there somewhere that  Port  Shepstone is  

keeping th is  va luable haul  o f  drugs.   And I  say that  because 

in  that  paragraph 10 of  Colonel  Pr ins loo,  he speaks about  a 

Br igadier  Naicker  who had come to h is  of f ice to  inspect  
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cer ta in SANNEB dockets,  pr ivate ly  searched to ta lk  to  h im 

about  the cocaine that  was stored in  the safe.   So i t  seems 

l ike not  enough measures were taken to make sure th is  is  

secure,  not  just  anybody knows.   Here is  Naicker  f rom 

outs ide of  a l l  o f  th is ,  who knows about  i t .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Br igadier  Naicker ,  Commissioner,  is  a 

Sect ion Head of  SANNEB, South Af r ican Nat ional  Narcot ics  

Enforcement  Bureau.   He oversees these type of  drugs and 

some of  the seizures.   Now,  you can see c lear ly  here that  

when we store these drugs there,  we never made a  media 10 

statement  about  the storage or  whatever .   And so the only  

th ing that  happened,  i t  was the bust  at  Is ip ingo.   Now,  you 

can see that  wi th in ourselves,  somebody decided to  in fo rm 

Br igadier  about  the storage.   So i t  is  some of  the  th ings 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And there  was no reason for  the 

Br igadier  to  know th is .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Absolute ly .   So some of  the  th ings,  

Commissioners,  a re d i f f icu l t  to  manage.   And there is  some 

of  the th ings l i ke,  I  wi l l  g ive an example of ,  you cannot  20 

pol ice rape,  because i t  happens wi th in and e lsewhere.   So i t  

is  a  c lear ,  i t  supports a lso my statement  when I  say 

somebody wi th in  DPCI KZN or  even outs ide might ,  who 

knows the out le t  o f  that  of f i ce …[ indist inct ] .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    And i t  could have been any one of  you 
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who knew about  th is .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  could have been.   I t  could have been 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    But  def in i te ly  i t  is  not  me.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja,  no,  you say that ,  General .    

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I f  i t  was me,  the invest igat ion would 

have come and arrested me a  long t ime ago.   I  would not  

have been s i t t ing here,  Commissioners.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wel l ,  General ,  we do not  know what  is  10 

happening.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    [ Ind ist inct ]… [ cross- ta lk ing]  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Come again?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wi l l  you of fe r  yoursel f  to  be submit ted  

for  the polygraph?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I f  my …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You said you asked your subord inates  

to do i t ,  but  you d id not .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I f  my superv isor  asked me to do that ,  

I  would g ladly do i t ,  because he has got  the powers to 20 

subject  us to  that .   I t  is  me who made the appl icat ion.   But  

I ,  the issue of  saying I  must  vo lun teer ,  I  d id  not ,  because 

the Act  says he must  commiss ion i t  for  me.   Me,  I  

commission i t  for  my members.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  you can go to h im and say,  
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commission i t .   You can do that .   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  never happened.   I  thought  i f  there 

was an,  that  they,  at  that  s tage,  he regarded me as a 

person of  in te res t ,  he should have done that .   So I  cannot  

answer on h is behal f ,  Commissioners.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  but  General ,  that  is  not  a  

sat is factory answer,  though.   You say that  th is  thef t ,  

accord ing to the way you saw i t ,  th is  thef t  is  an ins ide job  

ef fect ive ly,  that  someone who knew we have th is  and knows 

that  p lace very wel l  has something to do wi th th is .   And 10 

when I  say that  could a lso,  you know,  that  inc ludes you.   I  

do not  say i t  f l ippant ly .   You are  one of  the people that  

knew exact ly  what  is  in  there and you know that  p lace as  

wel l  as your jun iors that  you said should go to a polygraph 

test .    

 And to say you could have of fered,  I  mean,  you are  

a person of  in terest ,  even i f  your  superv isor  does not  say,  

you become a person of  in terest  because you are  a lso in  

the same posi t ion  as your subord inates that  you said  should 

go fo r  th is .   And so the surpr ise,  for  lack of  a  bet te r  word,  20 

that  you d id not  of fer ,  you d id not  say to your superv isor ,  I  

a lso want  to  take a polygraph test ,  because you know in 

your heart ,  in  your  heart  and head you say that  you are not  

impl icated.   But  you know,  appearances a lso mat ter .    

 Who knew about  th is ,  i t  is  an ins ide job.   You do 
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not  of fer ,  you do not  say to your superv isor ,  I  want  to ,  and 

have your superv isor  say to you,  no,  I  do not  th ink i t  is  

necessary,  I  am not  going to request  you to do i t .   But  i t  is ,  

I  th ink,  i t  is  fa i r  i f  i t  is  a  quest ion,  i t  is  a  mat ter  of  wonder 

that ,  but  why d id you not  of fer  h im and have h im requis i t ion  

i t  or  re ject  you and say,  no,  I  do not  th ink i t  is  necessary,  

because you are real l y  s i tuated exact ly  the same way as the 

jun iors that  you requested a polygraph fo r .    

 You are not ,  noth ing other  than your posi t ion as  

Head of  a uni t  excludes you on these facts as a potent ia l ,  10 

and p lease hear  me,  I  am saying potent ia l ly ,  noth ing  

excludes you by v i r tue of  your  of f ice f rom being one of  the 

people that  may have,  you know,  been behind th is .   And I  

would have thought  that  concern would have made you say 

to your super io r ,  I  want  you to subject  me to a polygraph 

test .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Commissioner ,  I  th ink the Chai rperson 

asked me the very same quest ion and I  responded the very  

same way I  am responding.   I t  is  an unfor tunate s i tuat ion  

that  i t  never crossed my mind that  I  must  of fer  mysel f .   And 20 

I  hear your  points .   And then as I  ind icated ear l ier ,  some of  

the th ings is  a learn ing curve in  the near fu ture.   Should 

you be faced wi th the same type of  a s i tuat ion,  even i f  we 

wi l l  not  s tore again there.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    General ,  my quest ion was,  had moved 
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on f rom the Chai rs.   I  was saying now,  as we s i t  now,  would 

you do that?  So that  is  what  I  was saying and you said,  

wel l ,  i f  your  superv isor  asks,  then you would.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Are you ins inuat ing that  I  must  go te l l  

my superv isor ,  pu t  me under polygraph fo r  th is  th ing?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  precise ly.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  i s  too la te.   I t  i s  too la te.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  is  a d i f ferent  answer.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  i s  too la te,  Commiss ioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Chai r ,  I  would l ike to  move of f  th is .   I t  is  10 

just  one last  th ing  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    P lease do.   P lease do.   Thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   I t  is  one last  th ing and i t  is ,  

Chai r ,  what  wi l l  be handed up …[ incomplete] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   Yes,  Ms Hassim?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    What  I  am handing up is  a c i rcu lar  

issued f rom by the Nat ional  Commissioner on 30 December 

2024.  

CHAIRPERSON :    We have got  two.   Yes,  Ms Hassim?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    The date is  on the last  page.   I t  is  30 20 

December 2024.   I t  is  a  c i rcu lar  by the Nat ional  

Commissioner,  General  Masemola ,  and i t  re la tes  to the 

processing of  personal  in fo rmat ion.   And I  just  wanted to 

ask you,  General ,  whether  you are aware of  the c i rcu lar .   

Have you seen the c i rcu lar  before?  
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MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am not  qui te  100% sure,  but  I  am 

aware of  the POPIA Act .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  we do not  need to go th rough i t  in  

deta i l .   I  just  want  to  draw your at tent ion to just  a  couple of  

th ings.   The f i rs t  i s  the f i rs t  paragraph.   

 “The management  of  the South Af r ican 

Pol ice Serv ice has noted wi th  concern 

that  personal  in fo rmat ion of  persons is  

leaked to var ious socia l  media  

p lat fo rms or  rec ip ients who are  not  10 

ent i t led to have access to  the  

in format ion.   This const i tu tes  the 

unlawfu l  p rocessing of  personal  

in format ion. ”  

 Do you see that?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then i f  you just  turn  over  to  

paragraph 4,  the  c i rcu lar  says in  the second sentence,  

second sentence of  paragraph 4:  

 “ In  terms of  sect ion 70 of  the South 20 

Af r ican Pol ice Serv ices Act ,  i t  is  

prohib i ted to share of f ic ia l  in fo rmat ion  

wi th persons who are not  employed by 

the SAPS or  who are employed by the 

SAPS but  are not  ent i t led to access or  
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view such in format ion. ”  

 So th is  for  me is  re levant  to  the  quest ions that  I  

was asking you regard ing the Nangy documents that  you 

sent  to  Cat  Mat la la.   Would you agree that  would be in  

v io lat ion of  the c i rcu lar ,  submit t ing those documents to  Mr  

Mat la la?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  is  not  because I  sa id th is  th ing was 

in  the publ ic  domain.   I  d id  not  take in format ion f rom the 

pol ice and g ive i t  to  h im.   I f  I  took in format ion maybe f rom 

an of f ice of  the pol ice that  was not  in  the publ ic  domain and 10 

shared i t  wi th  h im,  yes,  I  wi l l  be  in  v io lat ion.   But  in  th is  

instance of  what  you were asking me ear l ie r ,  i t  is  not  in  

v io lat ion.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  th ink you need to read the c i rcu lar  

qui te  c losely then so that  you can appr ise yoursel f  o f  what 

the requi rements are.   I t  is  qui te  speci f i c  and paragraph 6 

goes on to say:  

 “Employees may not  ind iscr iminate ly  

forward message to groups,  even SAPS 

groups,  wi thout  f i rs t  determin ing  20 

whether  the rec ip ients should have 

access to the in format ion. ”  

 So what  the th rust  of  the c i rcu lar  is  saying is  that  

sensi t ive in format ion,  personal  in format ion,  of f ic ia l  

documents of  the  SAPS should not  be t ransmi t ted to any 
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rec ip ient  not  ent i t led to have access.   I t  does not  say that  i f  

i t  is  a l ready out  in  the publ ic  domain,  then you may 

cont inue to do so.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Can you see that  there is  a gap that  

the employer  must  deal  wi th  i t ,  because i t  ta lks about  here 

SAPS groups that  a re being created to deal  wi th  SAPS 

issues.   But  coming to the issue of  Mr Nangy,  th is  was in  a 

publ ic  domain,  bu t  not  in  the SAPS groups.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    No.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I ,  even i f  you d isagree wi th me,  you 10 

say no,  but  Commissioners,  I  never took in format ion f rom 

SAPS groups and sent  i t  to  Mr Mat la la,  speci f ica l ly  that  one 

of  Mr Nangy that  the Advocate is  referr ing to.   So,  and th is  

document ,  I  must  in form the Commissioners,  I  got  i t  dur ing 

lunch,  I  d id  not  even happen to read and consul t  my legal  

su i te .   I  was busy eat ing and rest ing my mind to come back 

and respond to quest ions.   So now I  am responding,  I  am 

to ld no.   I f  we do not  agree,  we do not  agree.   I t  is  s t i l l  

okay.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  we cer ta in ly  do not  agree.   I  d id  20 

speak to your legal  representat ives and requested and 

conf i rmed wi th them that  they would be f ine wi th me 

br ing ing th is  to  the at tent ion of  the Commission and the  

purpose of  which  I  wanted to do i t .   And I  want  to  suggest  

that  you are p lay ing wi th words again by saying now you 



    29 JANUARY 2026 – DAY 49 
 

Page 201  o f  213  

 

 

see th is  is  ta lk ing  about  SAPS groups and th is  is  not  and i t  

is  publ ic  domain,  because the f i rs t  paragraph I  read to you 

could not  be more  p la in.   I t  says that :  

 “The management  has not iced wi th  

concern that  personal  in fo rmat ion of  

persons is  leaked to var ious socia l  

media p lat fo rms or  rec ip ients who are  

not  ent i t led to have access to  the  

in format ion.   This const i tu tes  the 

unlawfu l  p rocessing of  personal  10 

in format ion. ”  

 I t  does not  mat te r  that  somebody e lse has a l ready 

t ransmi t ted th is  in fo rmat ion.   The duty is  incumbent  on each 

ind iv idual  wi th in the SAPS to comply wi th th is .   That  is  what  

I  am put t ing to you.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Commissioners,  my understanding is  

the in format ion in  possession of  the state,  the in format ion 

in  possession of  the state,  that  is  my understanding of  th is  

paragraph.  

MS MAFISO :    Commissioners,  sorry to  in ter ject .   When we 20 

d id have the conversat ion about  th is  par t i cu lar  document ,  

the legal ,  our  legal  team was okay wi th,  o f  course,  g iv ing 

the document  to  Major  General  Senona.   However,  I  d id  

state to  the evidence leader that  i f  Major  General  Senona 

needs addi t ional  t ime to fami l iar ize h imsel f  w i th  the  
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document ,  I  th ink  that  i t  would only be fa i r  that  he take that  

t ime upon request  to  fami l ia r ize h imsel f  wi th  the document .    

 So i f  Major  General  Senona is  say ing that  perhaps 

maybe he needs addi t ional  t ime,  then perhaps maybe the 

Commissioner should a l low h im addi t ional  t ime to s i t  wi th  i t  

a  l i t t le  b i t  longer,  fur ther  consider  i t ,  and then perhaps 

maybe the evidence leader can cont inue.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  have not  heard h im say so,  though.   I  

am understanding the General  to  be engaging wi th Ms 

Hassim on the in terpretat ion of  the document .   I  d id  not  10 

once hear h im say that  he needs more t ime,  unless I  

misheard.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i t  was not  conveyed to me,  Chai r ,  

that  he needs more t ime.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  sorry?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  was not  conveyed to me that  he needs 

more t ime.   I f  i t  were conveyed to me,  then I  would not  have 

gone here.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  have not  heard h im say so,  Ms,  or  are 

you saying,  o r  a re you asking tha t  the General  should be 20 

g iven more t ime?  

MS MAFISO :    Chai rperson,  I  was just ,  I  was merely 

in forming the Commissioners of  the d iscussion that  I  had 

wi th the  evidence leader.   That  is  the only th ing tha t  I  was 

stat ing.   I t  just  seemed as i f  Major  General  Senona is ,  as he 
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had stated that  i t  was dur ing luncht ime,  he d id not  have 

enough t ime to actual ly  go th rough the document .   So as 

much as he d id not  say,  I  need more t ime,  he ind i rect ly  

communicated to  the Commissioners that  i t  was dur ing 

luncht ime,  he d id  not  have suf f ic ient  t ime to actua l ly  look 

through the document .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  is  a  four -page document .   We could say 

what ,  16 minutes past  4,  le t  us take a 5,  would 5 minutes be 

enough,  General ,  for  you to just  go through the document?  

But  as I  sa id,  I  d id  not  once hear you compla in about  10 

needing t ime to  go through the document .   But  le t  us just  

take a 5 -minute adjournment .   That  wi l l  a lso help us  wi th a 

body break.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    [ Ind ist inct ]…  

CHAIRPERSON :    Wi l l  4  minutes be enough fo r  you to just  

go th rough the document?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Ten.   I  ask fo r  ten …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    [ Ind ist inct ]…  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    [ Ind ist inct ]… [ constant  c ross- ta lk ing

 ]  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I t  must  be  p laced on record.   I  get  

th is  th ing at  lunch today.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes,  yes.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    A new document  again.   I t  must  be  

record,  noted by the Commissioners.   Thank you,  
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Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you.   At  least  you 

have ind icated you want  ten minutes.   Then 16:27.   Let  us  

adjourn.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ms Hassim,  do  you st i l l  remember what  

your  quest ion was?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  Chai r ,  my quest ion  was whether  

General ,  having seen the c i rcu lar  which was sent  to  you in  10 

December 2024,  whether  you agree that  the shar ing,  wel l ,  

not  i f  you agree.   I  am just  saying to you that  what  the 

c i rcu lar  says is  that  there are  par t icu lar  requi rements,  

obl igat ions on a l l  members of  the  serv ice,  okay.   And the  

obl igat ion is  s tated qui te  c lear ly  in  the f i rs t  paragraph that  

members are not  to  share personal  in fo rmat ion wi th 

rec ip ients who are not  ent i t led  to have access to the 

in format ion,  and that  th is  const i tu tes the unlawfu l  

processing of  personal  in fo rmat ion.    

 And in  paragraph 4,  i t  s tates that  in  terms of  20 

sect ion 70 of  the SAPS Act ,  i t  is  p rohib i ted to share of f ic ia l  

in format ion wi th  persons who are not  employed by the 

SAPS,  or  are not  employed,  who are employed by the 

SAPS,  but  a re  not  ent i t led to access or  v iew such 

in format ion.   And in  the l ight  of  the provis ions that  the 
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c i rcu lar  reminds members of ,  your  shar ing of  the  Nangy 

documents v io lated these prescr ip ts .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   I  have 

read the document .   This document  is  so le ly  to  regulate the 

leakage of  in format ion and personal  in format ion of  

personnel  to  var ious socia l  media  p lat fo rms or  rec ip ients  

who are not  ent i t led to have access to the in format ion.   

That  is  when you look at  the very f i rs t  paragraph.    

 And for  me,  that  af f idavi t  o f  Mr Nangy,  when you  

go,  when we go and read i t ,  when you read i t ,  i t  is  actual ly  10 

some sor t  o f  a  bai l  appl icat ion,  the major i t y  of  i t ,  app l icat ion  

af f idavi ts .   And fur ther  to  that ,  th is  document  says leakage 

of  personal  in fo rmat ion to var ious socia l  media or  p lat fo rms 

as even recip ient .   Now,  when a document ,  Commiss ioners,  

is  a l ready in  the  publ ic  domain,  i t  is  not  covered by th is  

c i rcu lar .   This c i rcu lar  ta lks about  operat ional  issues of  the 

pol ice and WhatsApp group that  a re being opened in  th is  

paragraph 8 of  th is  document .   

 And then when we look at  the  paragraph 4  that  the  

Advocate is  referr ing to,  i t  is  shar ing of f ic ia l  in fo rmat ion 20 

wi th persons who are not  employed by the SAPS.   But  the 

issue of  shar ing  something that  is  a l ready in  the  publ ic  

domain does not  conform to the requi rements of  th is  

document ,  th is  c i rcu lar .   This c i rcu lar  ta lks about  you take 

in format ion wi th in the SAPS systems and everyth ing,  you 
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send i t  to  another  person that  i s  no t  supposed to have i t .   I t  

does not  address those issues that  are a l ready in  the  publ ic  

domain.    

 There is  no sentence that  says even in format ion 

that  is  a l ready in  the publ ic  domain,  you are not  supposed 

to share i t .   And I  have a l ready ind icated,  Commissioners,  

ear l ie r ,  yesterday when I  was v igorously quest ioned about 

th is  th ing,  that  of  Mr Nangy,  that  that  in format ion was in  the  

publ ic  domain and accord ing to my in terpretat ion  of  th is  

document ,  I  th ink I  have addressed the  Commissioners.   10 

Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    General ,  a re you saying that  i f  there is  

in format ion that  is  c lear ly  the sor t  o f  personal  in fo rmat ion 

that  should not  be shared in  cont ravent ion of  the POPIA 

Act ,  once i t  happens to be out  there,  you as a pol ice  of f icer  

wi l l  then d ist r ibute i t  as much as you l ike th roughout  the  

count ry.   Is  that  what  you are saying?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Not  that ,  Commissioner.   Yesterday 

when I  responded,  I  sa id I  on ly read the af f idavi t  o f  Mr  

Nangy.   I  never real ized the magni tude of  the documents  20 

and everyth ing that  were there,  Commissioners.   I f ,  I  sa id,  I  

want  to  say,  you know,  i f  I  happen to see those ID numbers  

and everyth ing,  Commissioners,  I  do not  know how,  I  th ink I  

would have done something,  but  I  on ly saw the af f idavi t ,  I  

read those paragraphs,  I  send i t .   That  i s  what  I  say.    
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 But  what  the Commissioner  is  asking me,  I  

understand in  re lat ion to the POPIA Act ,  but  th is  i s  a  

c i rcu lar  by  the po l ice,  not  the  Act  i tse l f .   I t  is  g iv ing  cer ta in  

d i rect ives that  th is  is  how informat ion must  be protected of  

the members.   But  they gave th is  d i rect ive in  l ine wi th the  

POPIA Act ,  accord ing to my understanding,  and the l i t t le  

t ime that  I  got .   So I  rea l ly  understand that ,  Commissioners.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    But  I  have a l ready –  sorry.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  was just  l is tening to the  emphasis you 10 

lay on the in format ion a l ready being out  there.   I t  just  

sounded as though you are saying,  once i t  i s  out  there,  that  

is  i t ,  then whoever i s  af fected by the in format ion  is  fa i r  

game.   I  am dist r ibut ing i t  as much as I  l ike.   I ,  as General  

Senona,  I  am dist r ibut ing i t  as much as I  l ike.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The emphasis,  th is  emphasis is  as a  

resul t  o f  that  document  was a l ready there.   And then th is  

other  important  in format ion that  was there that  

Commissioner Khumalo was engag ing me on yesterday,  by 

the t ime I  sent  i t ,  i t  was,  I  d id  no t  see i t ,  as I  ind icated,  I  20 

only read the af f idavi t  o f  Mr  Nangy.   Thank you,  

Commissioners.   

CHAIRPERSON :    So,  you only  read the body of  the 

af f idavi t ,  you d id not  read what  was at  the top?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    The ent i re  document .  
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CHAIRPERSON :    So are you suggest ing that  you d id not  

even see the names of  the people l is ted there?  So -  yes,  

p lease respond.   You d id not  even see the names at  the top 

before the body of  the af f idavi t ,  is  that  what  you are  

suggest ing?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Where I  found that  those documents,  

when I  opened i t ,  the f i rs t  th ing i t  was the af f idavi t .   

CHAIRPERSON :    P lease answer the quest ion d i rec t ly .   So 

you are saying a l l  you saw and read was the body of  the  

af f idavi t  and these names,  ID numbers,  and so on,  and 10 

somet imes even phone numbers,  I  th ink,  that  appear above 

the body of  the a f f idavi t ,  you d id not  see,  you d id not  read 

any of  that .   Is  that  what  you are suggest ing?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Odd,  but  I  wi l l  leave i t .   I  wi l l  leave i t  

there.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  le t  me te l l  you why your  

evidence is  …[ indist inct ]  problem.   The af f idavi t  s tar ts  on  

page 7 of  the dossier  that  you shared.   The dossier  i tse l f  i s  

200 pages long,  and i t  s tar ts  on page 65.  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    220,  Commissioner Khumalo.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    65 of  f i le  1 of  3 .   The quest ion the  

Chai r  is  asking you,  the very f i rs t  th ing you should have 

seen is  the deta i l s  of  the ind iv idua ls,  the case number,  the  

SAPS stamp,  the  ID numbers,  and the s ix  pol i ce of f icers  
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who are respondents in  the compla ints,  because the 

af f idavi t  is  page 7 .   But  pages 1,  2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  5 ,  6 ,  those are the 

deta i ls  of  the ind iv idual  pol i ce of f icers.   I t  s tar ts  on page 

65.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am there,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And i t  is  annexure SEN2.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am there,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    The f i rs t  page,  there is  a  pol ice 

stamp.   I t  is  a  SAPS stamp,  so i t  te l ls  you that  th is  is  a 

SAPS document .   Then you have the two compla inants,  10 

Nangy and …[ ind ist inct ] .   Then you have the Metro  Pol ice,  

Respondent  1,  Mr Mohammed.   Then you have respondent  

2,  Mr Yasin.   Then you have respondent  3,  Mr Yakub.   Then 

you have respondent  4,  Capta in,  5 ,  Constable,  6 ,  Colonel ,  

7 ,  KZN Pol ice Commissioner General  Mkhwanazi ,  8  Colonel  

Govender.   And thei r  deta i l s  a re there,  the i r  personal  

deta i ls .   The af f idavi t  s ta r ts  on page 7,  which wou ld be 71 

of  that  bundle.    

 And much la ter ,  even Mr Nangy 's  ID number,  you 

have no business shar ing Mr Nangy 's ID number.   You have 20 

no business shar ing h is ce l lphone number.   You are  

breaking the law.   Everyth ing that  you are doing,  you have 

got  dockets in  that  dossier .   These are SAPS documents.   

You were not  just  shar ing an af f idavi t ,  you were shar ing the  

ent i re  dossier  re lat ing to the Nangy case,  over  200 pages 
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worth of  i t .    

 And there is  no  way those documents could have 

been in  the publ ic  domain,  unless you can show th is  

Commission which newspaper ar t i c le  are next  to  a l l  these 

220 odd pages,  such that  they would have been in  the  

publ ic  domain.   Unless you can show us that ,  I  am not 

prepared to accept  that  th is  were in  the publ ic  domain.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  have commented yesterday.   I  am 

not  going to comment  now,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  wi l l  just  say in  conclusion then,  Chai r ,  10 

that ,  I  mean,  i t  is  unfor tunate tha t  we had to t raverse th is  

ground again.   I  thought  i t  would have been obvious that ,  

and par t i cu lar ly  s ince I  heard the General  accept  yesterday 

that  had he seen i t ,  he would not  have done i t  i f  he had 

seen the in format ion.   So I  just  want  to  get  an answer f rom 

you,  a f ina l  on  th is ,  that  whether  you st i l l ,  as  you s i t  here,  

say that  you d id not  breach th is  c i rcu lar .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Given everyth ing that  i s  been put  to  you 

again today.  20 

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Correct ,  I  d id  not  b reach i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  th ink you are wrong and that  i t  

probably  should take some fur ther  advice on how to  handle  

of f ic ia l  in format ion and personal  in format ion in  your  

posi t ion,  General .  
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CHAIRPERSON :    [ Ind ist inct ]… [ microphone of f ]   Sor ry  

about  that ,  Ms Hassim.   Sorry to  you too,  General .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Chai r ,  I  have no fur ther  quest ions for  

the wi tness.   I  am concluding my session.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And,  Ms Hassim,  where do these go?  

What  do we cal l  them?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you for  reminding me,  Chai r .   

They wi l l  be marked …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  is  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    The c i rcu lar .  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    The statement  by Of f i cer  Pr ins loo.   

Of f icer  Pr ins loo,  I  forgot ten h is rank.   And then the c i rcu lar  

that ,  ja ,  f rom the Nat ional  Commissioner dated 30 

December 2024.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Chai r ,  could we mark the af f idavi t  f rom 

Pr ins loo Exhib i t  62A.    

CHAIRPERSON :    62A.   Yes?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And the c i rcu lar  f rom the Nat ional  

Commissioner should be marked Exhib i t  62B.  

CHAIRPERSON :    62B.   Thank you.   Thank you,  Ms Hassim.   20 

Ms Maf isa,  is  th is  the point  where  I  thank the General  and 

announce that  he is  excused?  

MS MAFISO :    Indeed,  Commissioners.   Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thanks,  Ms Maf isa.   General ,  

thank you very much for  a long three days of  test imony.   
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Thank you very much.  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   Am I  

excused?   

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  sorry.   Oh,  yes,  yes,  General?  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    I  am checking,  Commissioner,  am I  

excused?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  General ,  you are excused and thank 

you very much.   Thank you,  Genera l .  

MAJ-GEN SENONA :    [Speaking in  vernacular ]   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  General .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Are we cont inu ing at  9 .30 tomorrow?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  be l ieve so,  Chai r .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.   Le t  us adjourn unt i l  9 .30  

tomorrow.   Thank you.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS  

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -   
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