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PROCEEDINGS HELD ON 2 FEBRUARY 2026   

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning,  Mr Mosik i l i .    

ADV MOSIKILI :    Good morning,  Chai r ,  and good morning to 

the Commissioners.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Thank you again,  Chai r .   Chai r ,  be fore we 

star t ,  I  wi l l  just  want  to  deal  wi th  some housekeeping 

issues,  wi th  your permission,  Chai r ,  and the 

Commissioners.   F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  Cha i r ,  the wi tness fo r  today 

wi l l  be having is  Capta in Lawrence I tumeleng Makgot loe ,  10 

and Chai r ,  the wi tness today wi l l  f i rs t  test i fy  and hopefu l l y  

wi th  min imum inter rupt ions,  and then la ter  on the  idea is  

that  then the Commissioners can ask quest ions,  and a lso I  

can pose some quest ions where  necessary,  Chai rperson.   

But ,  o f  course,  Chai r ,  you can ask quest ions as and when 

we go through h is  statement ,  Chai r .    

 Chai r ,  you would recal l  that ,  and the  

Commissioners,  that  Capta in Makgot loe  is  a bal l i s t i c  expert  

that  was ment ioned previously by previous wi tnesses,  and 

he wi l l  be coming here to  test i fy  on h is  handl ing  of  a  cr ime 20 

scene that  occurred on the 17 t h  o f  Apr i l  2024.   That  is  the  

murder scene of  one,  Mr Armand Swart ,  and he wi l l  expla in  

to  the Commission how that  happened and a lso the  report  

thereto,  and that  report  wi l l  rea l l y  form the subject  mat ter  of  

today's proceedings,  Chai r .   So,  Chai r ,  I  th ink i t  is  an 
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opportune t ime fo r  the wi tness to be sworn in .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Mr Mosik i l i .   Good morning,  

Capta in.  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Good morning,  Commissioners.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Wi l l  you swear or  wi l l  you af f i rm?   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    I  wi l l  swear,  Commissioners.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Do you swear that  the evidence you are 

going to g ive  is  the t ruth,  the who le t ruth,  and noth ing but  

the t ruth?  I f  so,  p lease ra ise your r ight  hand and say,  so  

help me God.  10 

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    So help  me God.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Capta in.   Yes,  Mr Mos ik i l i?  

LAWRENCE ITUMELENG MAKGOTLOE :    (du ly sworn 

states)  

EXAMINATION BY ADV MOSIKILI :    Yes,  good morning 

again,  Capta in.    

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Good morning,  thanks.    

ADV MOSIKILI :    Yes,  Capta in,  f i rs t  o f  a l l ,  I  would  l ike to  

extend,  and I  th ink the Chai r  and the Commissioners a lso  

extend thei r  g rat i tude to you for  making yoursel f  avai lab le 20 

at  such a short  not ice.   I  th ink you came in a b i t  ear l ier  than 

you had or ig inal l y  p lanned fo r ,  so thank you fo r  making 

yoursel f  avai lab le  to  assist  the Commission on that  score,  

Chai r .    

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am very,  very  sorry to  stop you mid -
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sentence,  Mr Mos ik i l i ,  and i f  you must ,  I  wi l l  request  you to  

star t  r ight  f rom the beginning.   I  just  want  to  make sure that  

the wi tness has been warned and that  pract ica l  

ar rangements have a lso been made for  h im not  to  ment ion 

any of  the names of  the pol ice o f f icers he in terac ted wi th  

regard to those involved wi th the invest igat ions,  no t  those 

f rom,  for  example ,  h is  of f ice.   There is  no problem or  issue 

there,  but  those f rom the invest igat ing team .   Have 

ar rangements been made for  the  wi tness not  to  ment ion 

those names?   10 

ADV MOSIKILI :    That  is  cor rect ,  Chai r  and the 

Commissioners,  and Capta in promised as wel l  to  observe 

that  sensi t ive issue and preserve the in tegr i ty  o f  those 

wi tnesses,  and where possib le,  Chai r ,  as wel l ,  I  wi l l  t ry  and 

guide h im in advance where a possib le name is  about  to  

come,  i f  I  can just  remind h im to  refer  to  that  wi tness as  

e i ther  B or  C,  depending on the context ,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Capta in,  do you conf i rm that  th is  has 

indeed been done?   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Yes,  i t  was conf i rmed th is  20 

morning,  Commissioners.    

CHAIRPERSON :    I  d i rect  you not  to  d ivu lge those names,  

so i t  is  an order .  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Yes,  Commissioners.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   You may cont inue,  or  you 
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may star t ,  Mr Mos ik i l i .  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Thank you,  Cha i r .   I  was just ,  I  just  

f in ished thanking the Capta in for  making h imsel f  avai lab le .   

Capta in,  before we begin,  I  just  need to check wi th you that  

you should be having two f i les.   One f i le  should be saying  

Capta in Makgot loe  on the s leeve.   Can you conf i rm that?   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Yes,  I  conf i rm that ,  

Commissioners.    

ADV MOSIKILI :    Yes,  and then the second f i le  then would  

say wi tness statements and annexures.   Can you conf i rm 10 

that ,  Capta in?  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Yes,  I  conf i rm that .  

ADV MOSIKILI :    For  ease of  reference,  Capta in,  I  would  

refer  to  the f i rs t  f i le  as Fi le  1 ,  and the one that  we just  

referred to as F i le  2 ,  so that  we,  when we jump between the 

f i les,  we can fo l low i t  wi th  ease.   Is  that  f ine?   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    I t  is  f ine.    

ADV MOSIKILI :    Thank you.   Chai r ,  just  to ,  as a precursor ,  

we have a l ready heard f rom the ev idence of  bal l i s t i c  experts 

who came here to expla in to  th is  Commission how the  20 

bal l i s t ics work,  the st ructures,  the process invo lved in  

analys ing the exh ib i t ,  and we wi l l  not  be dwel l ing w i th that  

wi th  the Capta in here at  hand.   We wi l l  t ry  and conf ine at  

least  h imsel f  to  the events that  led h im to producing the  

u l t imate report  that  is  real l y  the subject  mat ter  of  why we 
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are here today.   So,  Capta in,  we are now deal ing wi th F i le  

1,  and that  is  the f i le  conta in ing a s tatement .   And,  Capta in,  

can we go to,  that  wi l l  be page 18,  1-8 of  that  s tatement?   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Yes,  I  am at  page 18,  

Commissioners.  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Yes,  thank you.   Do you conf i rm the 

s ignature there on the top r ight  to  be yours?   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    I  conf i rm,  Commissioners.    

ADV MOSIKILI :    Thank you,  and you have seen the 

statement  before,  and you conf i rm that  i t  is  your  statement  10 

indeed?   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    That  is  correct .  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Thank you,  then.   Wi thout  wast ing fur ther  

t ime,  Capta in,  le t  us star t  maybe expla in ing to the 

Commission your  background in to the pol ice serv ice,  and I  

th ink we star t  there on paragraph 1 ,  going down to 2 of  your  

statement .    

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Should I  go through th is  

paragraph,  Commissioner?  Should I  read the …  

ADV MOSIKILI :    You may read where you need to  20 

emphasise.   You can do so,  Capta in.    

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Okay:  

“ I  am an adul t  male,  a  capta in  and a 

senior  fo rensic analyst  in  an Automated 

Bal l is t i c  Ident i f i cat ion System ,  ABIS 
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subsect ion ,  under  the bal l is t i c  sect ion of  

the South Af r ican Pol ice Serv ice,  SAPS,  

stat ioned at  the Forensic Science 

Laboratory,  FSL,  in  Pretor ia ,  S i l ver ton.   

The facts deposed by me below are 

wi th in my personal  knowledge,  unless 

otherwise stated or  ind icated by the 

context ,  and are  to be the best  of  my 

bel ie f  both t rue and correct . ”  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Chai r ,  we are go ing to move now to the 10 

topic that  says h istor ica l  background and your dut ies,  

Capta in.   P lease take us through that .  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    My h is tor ica l  background and 

dut ies,  Commissioners :  

“ I  have been at tached to the bal l is t i c  

sect ion s ince 2005 as a bal l i s t ic  analyst  

to  date.   I  have examined in  excess of  3  

500 cases.   In  addi t ion to conduct ing  

bal l i s t ic  analys is ,  I  a lso test i fy  as an 

expert  wi tness on a regular  basis  in  the 20 

courts of  law in  South Af r ica.   I  have 

at ta ined the fo l lowing qual i f i cat ion,  

Nat ional  Dip loma in Pol ic ing f rom the 

Univers i t y  of  South Af r ica in  2013,  and 

BTech degree in  Forensic Invest igat ion  
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f rom Univers i t y  of  South Af r ica in  2016.   I  

have a lso at tended var ious types of  

in ternal  and external  t ra in ing 

programmes,  inc luding the fo l lowing,  

ident i f icat ion of  ammuni t ion,  f i red bul le ts  

and f i red car t r idge cases,  the use of  

microscopic equipment ,  microscopic 

ind iv idual isat ion of  f i rearms,  ammuni t ion,  

f i red bul le ts,  f i red car t r idge cases,  too ls  

and tool  marks ,  acquis i t ion of  f i red 10 

car t r idge cases and f i red bul le ts ,  f i red 

bul le ts  data  on Automated Bal l is t i c  

Ident i f icat ion System ,  ABIS,  physica l  

matching,  ident i f icat ion of  f i rearms,  the 

examinat ion of  f i rearm mechanism,  the 

d i f ferent  manufactur ing process of  

f i rearm and f i rearm components,  the 

examinat ion of  homemade devices,  

technique associated wi th the recover ing 

and restorat ion process of  obl i terated 20 

a lphanumer ic f igures on me ta ls ,  the 

re loading of  ammuni t ion and the 

manufactur ing processes of  ammuni t ion,  

shor t - range determinat ion,  cr ime scene 

invest igat ion and examinat ion technique,  
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documentat ion of  examinat ion resul ts . ”  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Capta in,  before you go to paragraph 6,  

when you refer ,  in  fact ,  to  5.10,  would that  be what  we have 

learned to be what  they cal l  e tch ing  process?   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Thank you,  Capta in.   You may proceed to  

paragraph 16.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Before you go to 6,  can I  just  get  

c la r i ty  on paragraph 4?  Capta in,  you say you have been 

at tached to the bal l i s t ic  sect ion s ince 2005,  but  then the  10 

f i rs t  qual i f icat ion you ment ioned is  e ight  years la ter  in  20 13.   

Did you not  have qual i f icat ions between 2005 and 2013 or  

were you a  SAPS of f icer  before and you had undergone 

some form of  t ra in ing which was not  formal  in  the sense of  

a cer t i f icate being issued or  awarded?  Can you just  deal  

wi th  that  gap between 2005 and 2013?   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Yes,  Commissioners.   

Commissioners ,  in  the bal l i s t ic  sect ion previously when they 

employ you,  they were not  employing you using a par t i cu lar  

cr i ter ia  of  qual i f i cat ion.   So when I  ar r ived at  the bal l i s t ic  20 

sect ion,  I  was a constable.   So at  that  s tage,  there were no 

re levant  qual i f i ca t ion that  was needed.   The qual i f icat ion  

wi l l  assist  you in  the promot ion al  processes.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So i t  was on - the- job- t ra in ing?   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Yes.  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.    

ADV MOSIKILI :    Thank you,  Capta in.   Can we then p ick i t  

up f rom paragraph 6 on page 2?   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :     

“ I  was promoted to the rank of  Capta in  

and a Senior  Forensic Analyst  in  an IB IS 

subsect ion s ince 01 December  2024.   

Pr io r  to  my move to the IB IS subsect ion ,  

I  was an analyst  in  the bal l i s t ic  analys is  

subsect ion . ”  10 

ADV MOSIKILI :    So is  i t  cor rect  to  understand you that  

pr ior  to  the 1 s t  o f  December  2024,  then you held  the rank of  

war rant  of f icer?   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.    

ADV MOSIKILI :    And then you subsequent ly  were at  least  

promoted?   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Thank you.   Then we move to the topic 

where i t  speaks of  events regard ing the bal l is t i c  analys is  

re lat ing to the Vereenig ing  and Bramley cases.   And we 20 

deal  f i rs t  wi th  the processing o f  the Vereenig ing  cr ime 

scene.  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Thank you,  Commissioners :  

“On 17 Apr i l  2024,  at  07:00,  I  reported 

for  s tandby duty  wi th Warrant  Of f icer  



    2 FEBRUARY 2026 – DAY 51 
 

Page 10  o f  75  

 

 

Masha.   I t  is  common pract ice in  our  

department  for  ba l l is t ic  analysts to  be on 

standby duty in  pai rs on a weekly 

rotat ional  basis.   Being on standby duty 

s imply means that  the analyst  on duty 

should be readi ly  avai lab le to  at tend to 

incoming requests for  bal l is t i c  analys is at  

the cr ime scene.   The standby duty  l is t  is 

created by the  commanders in  the  

bal l i s t ic  sect ion,  namely Capta in  Nkosi  10 

and Lt -Col  Mangena.   For  easy 

communicat ion  and report ing,  a  

WhatsApp group inc luding the fo l lowing 

ind iv iduals was created.   A l l  analysts  on 

standby duty l is t ,  Capta in Nkosi ,  L t -Col  

Mangena,  Br igadier  Mkhabela ,  and 

General  Mulaudzi .   Short ly  af ter  report ing  

for  duty on the 17 Apr i l  2024,  I  received 

a ca l l  on the standby phone f rom Warrant  

Of f icer  Malan.   I  am not  sure which uni t  20 

of  SAPS Warrant  Of f icer  Malan is  f rom.  

Warrant  Of f icer  Malan requested that  we 

at tend to a cr ime scene at  Vereenig ing  

where a person was shot  and k i l led  whi le  

ins ide h is vehic le.   The case number  
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lodged for  the  cr ime scene is  C AS 

275/04/2024.   I t  is  a  Vereenig ing  case.   

Af ter  receiv ing  a ca l l  f rom Warrant  

Of f icer  Malan,  I  contacted Warrant  

Of f icer  Masha to in form him that  we have 

a cr ime scene to at tend to in  

Vereenig ing .   We then sent  a not i f icat ion  

on WhatsApp standby group that  we wi l l  

be proceeding to cr ime scene in  

Vereenig ing .   Warrant  Of f i cer  Masha and 10 

I  then proceeded to the Vereenig ing  

cr ime scene.   On ar r iva l  a t  the  cr ime 

scene,  I  noted that  i t  was cordoned of f  

and there were  a number of  pol i ce 

of f icers.   We were welcomed by Warrant  

Of f icer  Malan,  who then expla ined to 

Warrant  Of f icer  Masha and I  what  had 

occur red.   Thereaf ter ,  we star ted 

processing the scene.   This took a few 

hours.   Between Warrant  Of f icer  Masha 20 

and mysel f ,  we agreed that  bal l is t i c  

analys is of  Vereenig ing  cr ime scene was 

going to be  conducted by me.   I t  is  a  

common pract ice for  s tandby duty  

bal l i s t ic  analysts to  a l locate cr ime scenes 
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a t tended evenly to  d is t r ibute the 

work load fa i r l y .   In  th is  regard,  I  wi l l  be 

the one to complete the cr ime scene 

report  for  Vereenig ing  case.   Warrant  

Of f icer  Masha wi l l  then be a l located the  

subsequent  c r ime scene and completed 

the re lated cr ime scene report .   A  to ta l  o f  

22 exhib i ts  were ident i f ied a t  the 

Vereenig ing  cr ime scene depict ing in  

Annexure  LIM1,  namely,  s ix  t imes AK -47 10 

f i red bul le ts,  10  t imes car t r idge cases 

f i red f rom 9mm p isto l ,  four  t imes bul le ts  

f i red  f rom another  9mm pisto l ,  and two 

bul le ts  f i red f rom an AK -47 assaul t  r i f le .   

From our observat ion and processing of  

the Vereenig ing  cr ime scene,  we could 

te l l  that  an AK -47 assaul t  r i f le  had been 

used.   However,  there were no AK -47 

car t r idge cases at  the scene. ”  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Capta in,  can you just  pause there and just  20 

expla in why you say that  you could te l l  that  an  AK -47 

assaul t  r i f le  had been used ?  What  do you mean by that?   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    I  mean our  pre l iminary 

invest igat ion at  the  cr ime scene suggested that  an AK -47 

r i f le  was used because at  the scene we found the bul le t  
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core,  s ix  bul le t  cores of  AK -47 and s ix ,  no,  two bul le t  cores 

of  AK-47 and s ix  AK-47 f i red bul le ts.   And I  would expect  to  

f ind the AK-47 car t r idge cases because they should have 

been e jected at  the scen e,  but  there  were no AK-47 

car t r idge cases at  the scene.    

ADV MOSIKILI :    Can you expla in the scenar io?   Why 

would,  under what  c i rcumstances would the car t r idges not  

be found?  Where  now there is  at  least  pr ima fac ie  ev idence 

that  an AK-47 was f i red ,  but  the  car t r idges would  not  be 

found,  can you g ive us the scenar io?   10 

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    I t  can be d i f ferent  scenar ios,  

Commissioners.   One of  the scenar ios could be that  

because AK-47 r i f le  has got  a long bar re l ,  i t  could  be the 

shooter  was ins ide the vehic le when the shot  was f i red and 

i t  e jected ins ide  the vehic le.   So i t  wi l l  leave the cr ime 

scene wi th the vehic le when the shooter  leaves the cr ime 

scene.  

ADV MOSIKILI :    A lmost  l ike a dr ive -by?   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Yes,  Commissioners.    

ADV MOSIKILI :    I  th ink we can cont inue at  paragraph 15.  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Perhaps because you jo ined the 

Commission very  la te and long af ter  the evidence had 

commenced,  we have test imony f rom wi tnesses,  the  

detect ives.   We have test imony that  AK -47 car t r idges were  

found at  the Bramley scene conta ined in  a p last ic  bag.   So 
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the in ference is  that  they must  have been p icked up,  

co l lected and stuck in to that  p last ic  bag.  

ADV MOSIKILI :    I  accept  one proposi t ion,  but  I  th ink i t  is  

a lso p lausib le when he says that  when the pro ject i les,  

Chai r .   But  I  accept  that  u l t imate ly they were found ins ide  

the bag in  the vehic le at  a  d i f ferent  scene.   Thank you,  

Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Mr Mosik i l i .    

ADV MOSIKILI :    Capta in,  you can proceed.   We are at  

paragraph 15.  10 

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Thanks,  Commissioners :  

“Whi le processing the scene,  a l l  the 

of f icers at  the scene were advised by an 

of f icer  who is  unknown to me that  

in format ion has been received that  a 

group of  people who were suspects  of  the 

shoot ing in  Vereenig ing  have been 

ar rested in  Bramley.   The case number 

lodged for  the  said ar rest  is  CAS 

149/04/2024,  Bramley case.   I t  was 20 

communicated that  the  suspects at  the 

Bramley scene have been apprehended 

wi th f i rearms,  inc luding an AK -47 assaul t  

r i f le ,  and that  one of  the suspects  was a 

pol ice of f icer .   A f ter  receiv ing the 
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a fo rement ioned in format ion,  we 

cont inued to process the Vereenig ing  

scene unt i l  conc lusion.   Whi le  Warrant  

Of f icer  Masha and I  were f ina l i s ing the 

processing of  the Vereenig ing  cr ime 

scene,  we rece ived a ca l l  f rom our  

commander,  L t -Col  Mangena.   L t -Col  

Mangena in formed us that  there is  a 

cr ime scene in  Bramley and enqui red 

whether  we are  going to  at tend the  cr ime 10 

scene.   Warrant  Of f icer  Masha ind icated 

that  we wi l l  not  a t tend the Bramley  cr ime 

scene as there was no shoot ing.   Only an 

ar rest  and seizure of  f i rearms were 

executed.   L t -Col  Mangena accepted our  

reason fo r  not  at tending the Bramley  

cr ime scene.   We a lso in formed h im that  

we were  a l ready scheduled to t ravel  to  

P iet  Ret ie f  in  Mpumalanga province to  

process another  c r ime scene there.  20 

Warrant  Of f icer  Ma lan ind icated that  

because f i rearms conf iscated at  the 

Bramley scene are a l leged to be 

associated wi th the murder in  

Vereenig ing ,  he would requi re a bal l i s t ic  
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compar ison of  the f i red car t r idge cases 

against  the f i rearms.   Due to my 

knowledge of  how bal l i s t i c  case f i les  are 

a l located in  the bal l i s t ic  sect ion and the 

re lated backlog o f  work,  I  knew that  the  

Bramley and Vereenig ing  exhib i ts  were  

going to be  analysed separate ly and that  

the Bramley exhib i ts  were l i ke ly not  to  be 

processed as quick ly as the Vereenig ing  

case as there was no bal l i s t ic  ana lyst  in  10 

at tendance at  the Bramley.   I  then 

advised Warrant  Of f icer  Malan that  he 

submit  a  le t te r  request ing that  the 

analys is of  the exhib i t s  for  the two cases 

be matched.   On 23 Apr i l  2024,  the  

forensic lab received an exhib i t  f rom 

Vereenig ing  CAS,  which were del ivered 

by  Warrant  Of f icer  S i tho le .   The Bramley 

CAS exhib i ts  were a lso del ivered on the  

same day by Sergeant  Mogale .   Lab 20 

number 193045/24 was generated in  the 

Forensic  Science Laboratory  FSL system 

for  the Bramley  case and lab number 

193051/24 generated for  the Vereenig ing  

case.   The receiv ing of  exhib i ts  for  the  
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Bramley and Vereenig ing  cases on the 23 

Apr i l  2024 were recorded as f i rs t  ent r ies  

in  the FSL admin system.   The 

Vereenig ing  case was assigned to  me on 

8 May 2024 on an FSL admin system and 

I  co l lected the case f i le  on 9 May 2024.   

Conta ined in  the  case f i le  was a  le t ter  

prepared by Warrant  Of f icer  Malan 

wherein a request  was made that  

Vereenig ing  and Bramley  exhib i ts  be  10 

analysed and compared against  each 

other .   As ind icated ear l ier ,  the 

Vereenig ing  case f i le  was assigned to me 

s ince I  was the one to complete the cr ime 

scene report  and conducted analys is 

based on my agreement  wi th Warrant  

Of f icer  Masha.   In  th is  regard,  a second 

ent ry was recorded on FSL admin system 

on 25 Apr i l  2024 to register  for  the 

Vereenig ing  cr ime scene.   This en t ry was 20 

assigned to me on 20 May 2024.   Whi le  

the second ent ry for  the cr ime scene was 

only assigned to  me on 20 May 2024,  I  

had completed the cr ime scene report  on 

15 May 2024.   I t  is  worth ment ion ing that  
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once a case is  assigned to an analyst  on 

FSL admin system,  the assigned analyst  

is  expected to complete the analys is  

wi th in 14 days f rom the date the case 

was assigned.   I  began my bal l i s t ic  

analys is on the Vereenig ing  exhib i t s  on 9 

May 2024.   The Bramley case was a lso  

assigned to me on FSL admin system on 

20 May 2024 and I  co l lected the case f i le  

on 24 May 2024.   The Bramley case 10 

report  marked here in as Annexure  LIM2 

had a tota l  o f  225 exhib i ts ,  namely one 

AK-47 assaul t  r i f le ,  96 car t r idges for  AK -

47 assaul t  r i f le ,  one CZ Browning 9mm 

pisto l ,  one Sowa Parabel lum 9mm pisto l ,  

three magazines for  the Parabel lum 9mm 

pisto l ,  one TORAS Parabel lum 9mm 

pisto l ,  inc luding  one car t r idge loaded 

wi th a p is to l ,  15 AK -47 assaul t  r i f le  

car t r idge cases,  two 9mm Parabel lum 20 

car t r idge cases,  91 9mm Parabel lum 

car t r idges,  and 13 car t r idges fo r  the CZ 

Browning 9mm short  p is to l .   I  conducted 

and completed my analys is on the 

Bramley exhib i t s  on 24 May 2024.   This 
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inc luded the compar ison of  those exhib i ts  

wi th  the Vereen ig ing  exhib i t s .   Upon 

complet ion of  my analys is,  I  prepared 

and s igned my sect ion -212 statement ,  

a lso refer red to as a report ,  and 

submit ted i t  to  Colonel  Molakadi  fo r  

rev iew.   I  d id  not  receive any query  

and/or  feedback f rom Colonel  Molakadi . ”  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Capta in,  when we move to the next  

paragraph,  p lease be sensi t i ve of  the issues that  we 10 

ment ioned.   I  re fer  to  the named person there as Wi tness B .  

Thank you.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Just  before  you go to paragraph 30,  

d id Colonel  Molakadi  in  fact  rev iew your sect ion -212 

statement ,  or  d id i t  just  come back the way i t  was when you 

gave i t  to  h im?   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Commissioners,  when we sent  

the case fo r  rev iew,  you are e i ther  going to receive  a case 

back when there is  a mistake on the case to rect i f y .   I f  there  

is  no mistake to rect i f y ,  the case goes fu r ther  fo r  20 

complet ion and fo r  archiv ing.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So le t  us c lar i f y  th is .   I f  you g ive i t  to  

Colonel  Molakadi  for  rev iew and he does not  requi re you to  

correct  anyth ing,  then i t  does not  come back to you.    

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    I t  does not  come back.  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    I t  goes fo r  archiv ing.    

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Yes.   Yes,  Commissioners.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Which is  what  happened in  th is  case ?   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Commissioners,  you wi l l  get  i t  

when I  go through the statement .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Okay.  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    But  as  i t  is ,  where i t  is  now,  

looking at  the date d i f ference,  I  wi l l  assume that  when f ive  

days has e lapsed,  depending on the backlog because even 

Colonel  Molakadi  does not  rev iew a case immediate ly when 10 

you br ing i t  to  h im,  he wi l l  put  i t  in  a box and there is  a  

sequence of  cases.   So basica l ly ,  i t  is  f i rs t  in ,  f i rs t  ou t .   So I  

wi l l  assume that  e i ther  i t  i s  rev iewed and passed the 

review,  or  e i ther  i t  is  not  rev iewed.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And your assumpt ion was based on 

that  last  sentence of  paragraph 29,  where you say I  d id  not  

receive any quer ies or  feedback.    

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thanks.    

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :     20 

“ In  June 2024,  I  was contacted by 

Wi tness B,  the invest igat ing of f icer  on  

Vereenig ing  case,  who had come to FSL 

to request  the bal l is t i c  analys is report .   

Wi tness B was accompanied by two other  
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o f f icers.   I  then went  to  ask Colonel  

Molakadi  about  the report ,  in fo rming her  

that  the invest igat ing of f i cers for  the 

Vereenig ing  case have come to co l lect  

the report .   I t  was at  that  point  that  I  

became aware that  Col onel  Molakadi  had 

not  s tar ted reviewing the report  s ince my 

submission  on 24 May 2024.   I  then 

advised Wi tness B and her  team that  the 

report  is  not  complete,  as i t  was st i l l  w i th  10 

Colonel  Molakad i .   Colonel  Molakadi  

s ta r ted reviewing the report  whi le  the 

invest igat ing of f icers were at  FSL.   Whi le  

Colonel  Molakad i  was conduct ing her  

rev iew,  I  o f fered the invest igat ing o f f icers  

space in  the of f ice to  s i t  whi le  they 

wai ted for  the report .   Colonel  Molakadi  

s ta r ted reviewing the report  whi le  the 

invest igat ing of f icers were at  the FSL.   

Whi le  Colonel  Molakadi  was conduct ing  20 

her  rev iew,  I  o f fered the invest igat ing 

of f icers space in  my of f ice to  s i t  whi le  

they were wai t ing  for  the report .   Col onel  

Molakadi  h ighl igh ted amendments that  I  

needed to make on the report .   I  then 
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took the report  and made my way to my 

of f ice and in formed Witness B and her  

team that  there were amendments that  I  

needed to make before I  could g ive them 

a report .   I  made the amendments on 

speci f ic  pages,  p r in ted the pages where  

the amendments were made,  and p laced 

the pages in  the report  w i th  the 

amendment  pages.   I  then took the  report  

back to Colonel  Molakadi  and returned 10 

wi th the f ina l  vers ion.   I  then gave the 

reviewed vers ion of  the report  to  Wi tness 

B.   Thereaf ter ,  she and her  team lef t .   I t  

is  worth ment ion ing that  when making 

changes in  the report  before issuing i t  to  

Wi tness B in  June 2024,  I  d id  no t  pr in t  

the ent i re  report  and have i t  

Commissioned wi th a new date.   I  on ly  

took the amendment  pages,  at tached my 

in i t ia ls ,  requested the person who 20 

commissioned the f i rs t  report  on 24 May 

2024 to a lso in i t ia l ise amended pages 

and replace the respect ive pages in  the 

o ld report .   This  commissioning was a 

common pract ice in  the bal l is t ics 
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department ,  as can be seen by Annex ure 

LIM 3.   I t  is  worth ment ion ing at  th is  

point  that  I  have been accused of  

a l legedly having in formed the 

invest igat ing of f icers that  Vereenig ing  

and Bramley cases were l inked to other  

h igh-prof i le  cases when they co l lected 

the bal l i s t ics report  in  June 2024.   I  

would l i ke to  state categor ica l l y  that  I  

never made such a statement  to  the  10 

invest igat ing of f icers.   The only l inkage I  

was aware of  a t  the date I  gave the 

invest igat ing of f i cers the report  was the 

f i rearm conf iscated dur ing the ar rest  of  

the suspect  in  Bramley on 17 Apr i l  2024 

were the same ones used in  the murder 

of  the v ic t im in  Vereenig ing .   I  was aware 

of  th is  l ink between the Bramley  and 

Vereenig ing  cases because I  conducted 

the bal l i s t ic  analys is on the exhib i ts  fo r  20 

the two cases.   Thus,  I  am not  cer ta in  

whether  the invest igat ing of f icers mis -

conclude the l inkages between those two 

cases to mean there were l inks wi th other  

cases besides those two cases.   
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Fur thermore,  the  images of  the samples 

used dur ing my bal l is t i c  analys is had not  

been acqui red on the IBIS system at  the 

date I  gave the report  to  Wi tness B in  

June 2024.   As such,  there were no way 

that  I  would have been able to  know i f  

there are any l inks between the 

Vereenig ing  and Bramley cases wi th any 

other  cases s ince such l inks can only be  

ident i f ied af te r  images of  the samples are 10 

acqui red on IBIS.   I  have been made 

aware that  the acquis i t ion of  the images 

re lat ing to the Bramley case was only  

done on 6 September 2024 by Warrant  

Of f icer  Modise.   I t  should be noted that  I  

was not  a member of  IBIS  subsect ion  

dur ing the t ime I  conducted the bal l is t i c  

analys is on the Vereenig ing  and Bramley 

exhib i ts .   I  on ly jo ined IBIS  subsect ion  on 

1 December 2024.   On 12 December 20 

2024,  a th i rd ent ry was recorded on FSL 

admin system re lat ing to receipt  o f  

addi t ional  exhib i ts  of  the Vereenig ing  

case which were  bul le ts ret r ieved f rom 

the deceased ’ s  body.   This ent ry was 
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assigned to me on 11 October 2024.   I  

completed the bal l is t i c  analys is of  the 

exhib i t  bu l le ts and issued a sect ion 212 

af f idavi t  dated 14 October 2024.    

Quer ies ra ised on the bal l is t i c  report .   On 

21 October 2024,  I  received an emai l  

f rom Colonel  Motsepe,  one of  our  

commanders in  the bal l i s t i c  sect ion ,  

inst ruct ing me to  at tend to quer ies that  

Senior  Prosecutor  Ron el  Coetzee had 10 

sent  to  h im regard ing errors  in  the 

bal l i s t ic  report  she received f rom the 

invest igat ing of f icers,  which er rors she 

requested to be rect i f ied.   The speci f i c  

er rors in  the in i t ia l  report  is  descr ibed 

below.   Paragraph 10.2 of  the  report  

ind icates that  the car t r idge cases 

ment ioned in  3.4 were  f i red f rom the 

f i rearm ment ioned in  4.1.   The s aid  3.4  

referred to in  paragraph 10.2 re lates to 20 

paragraph 3.4 of  the report  which  

speci f ies two 7.62mm f i red bul le t  cores ,  

which I  received as par t  o f  the 

examinat ion in  the Bramley case f i le .   

The 4.1 referred  to in  paragraph 10.2  
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re la tes to paragraph 4.1 of  the report ,  

which speci f ies one AK -47 r i f le  which I  

received as par t  o f  the exhib i t  in  the 

Bramley case f i le .  

Paragraph 4.9 of  the report  ind icates that  

I  received 15 AK -47 car t r idge cases as 

par t  o f  the exhib i t  for  the Bramley  case.   

The er ror  noted in  the report  is  that  

paragraph 10.2  cor rect ly  ment ioned 

car t r idge cases which were the car t r idge 10 

cases referred to  in  paragraph 4.9  of  the  

report .   However ,  I  erroneously referred 

to paragraph 3.4  re lat ing to bul le t  core 

instead of  paragraph 4.9 that  re la tes to  

15 AK-47 car t r idge cases.  

Paragraph 10.2 in tended provid ing the 

resul ts  of  the examinat ion between AK -47 

and 15 AK-47 car t r idge cases ment ioned 

in  the Bramley case f i le ,  which  resul ts  

posi t i ve ly ind icated that  the car t r idge 20 

cases were f i red  f rom the AK -47 r i f le .   

Senior  Prosecutor  Coetzee 's query was 

understandable in  that  the report ,  as i t  

reads,  d id not  conf i rm whether  AK -47 

r i f le  conf iscated in  Bramley was used to 
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f i re  the AK-47 car t r idge cases.   I  rect i f ied  

the error  ident i f ied in  the f i rs t  report  

issued to the  invest igat ing of f icers  

regard ing the  15 car t r idge cases.   

Thereaf ter ,  I  scanned and emai led the  

amendment  report  to  Senior  Publ ic  

Prosecutor  Coetzee on 22 October  2024.   

S imi la r  to  the f i rs t  report ,  I  rep laced the  

pages in  the  o ld report  w i th  the 

amendment  pages and d id  not  change the  10 

date of  commissioning of  the report .   

Thus,  the amendment  report  sent  to  

Publ ic  Prosecutor  Coetzee on 22 October  

2024 is  a lso dated 24 May 2024.  

On 6 November  2024,  Senior  Publ ic  

Prosecutor  Coetzee sent  me an emai l  

request ing the sect ion -212 statement  fo r  

the bal l is t i c  analys is conducted in  

respect  of  addi t ional  exhib i t s  of  the 

Vereenig ing  case.   That  i s  the  bul le t  20 

found on the body of  the deceased.   I  

sent  the report  to  Senior  Publ ic  

Prosecutor  Coetzee on the same day,  6 

November 2024.   This emai l  has been 

marked as Annexure  LIM4.  
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However,  I  noted an er ror  on page 3 of  

my report  dated 24 May 2024 ,  sent  to  

Publ ic  Prosecutor  Coetzee on 22 October  

2024 wherein ,  reference was made to 

Bramley CAS 140/4/2024 instead of  

149/4/2024,  which was a typographical  

er ror .   I  have marked th is  as Annexure  

LIM5.   I  rect i f ied  the error  and emai led 

the amendment  page 3 of  8  to  the Senior  

Publ ic  Prosecutor  on 6 November 2024 10 

not i f y ing her  of  the typo.   In  the emai l ,  I  

requested her  to  replace the page in  the  

in i t ia l  report  wi th  the amendment  1.   I  

have at tached the amendment  page as 

Annexure  LIM6.    

In ter rogat ion by  the invest igat ing  o f f icers  

re lat ing to the Bramley analys is 

conducted on the Vereenig ing  and 

Bramley cases. ”  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Capta in,  just  remember in  th is  sect ion to  20 

heed to the warning again of  the names.  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Yes,  Commissioners,  I  do not  

know i f  you can g ive  me a minute so that  I  can h ighl ight  that  

so that  when I  come …[ intervenes] .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us rather  take a very  quick 
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ad journment  and may I  ask you,  Mr Mosik i l i ,  to  take the 

wi tness '  s tatement  and just  wr i te  Wi tness B,  Wi tness B,  

wherever i t  i s ,  Wi tness B or  wi tness whoever i f  another  of  

the invest igators i s  ment ioned .   Wi l l  you ind icate to  us when 

you are ready?  Let  us adjourn.  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Thank you,  Commissioners.    

ADV MOSIKILI :    Thank you.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

ADV MOSIKILI :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   We have 10 

redacted a l l  re ference to  sensi t ive  names on Capta in 's  

statements,  so  we should  be safe  to  proceed.   Thank you, 

Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Mr Mosik i l i .   Capta in,  you 

were to star t  wi th  the heading,  in te rrogat ion  by the 

invest igat ing of f icers re lat ing to the pol i t ic  analys is  

conducted on the  Vereenig ing  and Bramley Cases.   So you 

may star t  a t  paragraph 44.  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners :  

“On Tuesday,  7 January 2025,  I  received 20 

a phone cal l  f rom Witness B.   Dur ing the 

said phone cal l ,  she in formed me that  

she was in  possession of  the Amendment  

Bal l is t i c  Report ,  which she received f rom 

Senior  Prosecutor  Coetzee.   She to ld me 
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that  Senior  Prosecutor  Coetzee 

inst ructed her  to  at tend some addi t ional  

correct ions in  the report  and obta in a  

s igned or ig inal  copy of  the report .   I  then 

in formed Witness B that  I  was s t i l l  on 

leave fo r  two weeks and that  I  would 

at tend to her  request  once I  am back at  

the of f ice.   Wi tness B ind icated that  the  

report  was urgent  as i t  was needed fo r  

cour t  purposes and that  i f  the 10 

amendments were not  made,  the  case 

would be st ruck of f  the ro l l .   Wi tness B 

stated that  she would come to meet  me 

where I  was to ensure that  we amend the  

report  accord ingly.   I  in fo rmed her  that  I  

l ive near Loate  Pol ice Stat ion in  

Winter fe ld,  which  is  a few minutes away 

f rom my house.   We agreed that  we 

would meet  at  Loate  Pol ice Stat ion.   At  

approximate ly 18 :00,  Wi tness B in formed 20 

me that  she had ar r ived at  Loate Pol ice 

Stat ion.   I  then drove to the pol ice stat ion 

and i t  took me approximate ly 10 minutes 

to ar r i ve to  the pol ice stat ion.   I  not i f ied  

Wi tness B upon my arr iva l  and she 
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in formed me tha t  she was on a  b lack 

Mercedes-Benz V-Class.   I  approached 

the car  and Wi tness B came out  of  the 

vehic le together  wi th f i ve  gent lemen who 

were armed wi th r i f les and f i rearms.   Of  

the group of  ind iv iduals t ravel l ing  in  the 

Mercedes-Benz V-Class,  I  was only 

fami l ia r  wi th  Wi tness B.   We went  in to the 

room at  the pol ice  stat ion to have our  

d iscussion.   Once seated,  Wi tness B took 10 

out  her  pocketbook to take note of  the 

d iscussion.   The group then proceeded to 

ask me quest ions about  the Vereenig ing  

and Bramley cases.   They asked me 

where the bal l i s t ic  report  was.   They 

asked me where the bal l i s t ic  report  was 

when the reports were completed and …”   

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  me assist  perhaps there:  

“They asked me where the bal l is t i cs 

report  was,  when the reports  were 20 

completed,  and where the respect ive 

case f i les were. ”  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    No,  thanks,  Commissioners:  

“They fu r ther  asked what  the procedure  

was when bal l i s t ic  examinat ions are 
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done.   Upon my observat ion of  the i r  l ine 

and manner of  quest ion ing,  i t  became 

apparent  that  I  was under in ter rogat ion.   

I  s tar ted having  concern for  my safety 

due to the in terrogat ion,  g iven that  I  was 

only fami l ia r  wi th  Wi tness B of  a l l  the  

ind iv iduals in  the room wi th me.   My 

concern was in  regard to whether  I  was 

in teract ing wi th leg i t imate pol ice of f icers 

or  not .   Moreso,  g iven the fact  tha t  I  had 10 

heard that  a pol ice of f icer  was involved 

in  a murder executed in  Vereenig ing .   

Thus,  I  s tar ted having quest ions about  

the leg i t imacy and the in terrogat ion and 

feared for  my l i fe .   Amid  the  

in ter rogat ion,  Wi tness B to ld me that  Lt -

Col  Mangena at tended the Bramley  cr ime 

scene and that  she had the impression  

that  the bal l i s t ic  analys is on the Bramley 

case would be done by Lt -Col  Mangena.   20 

She added that  she was surpr ised to f ind 

that  the report  was done by me.   She 

a lso showed me her WhatsApp 

communicat ion w i th Lt -Col  Mangena on 

her  phone.   I  noted in  the chat  h is tory  
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that  Wi tness B asked Lt -Col  Mangena 

when she should expect  to  receive a 

bal l i s t ic  report  and Lt -Col  Mangena 

responded ind ica t ing he would ca l l  her .   

Wi tness B sent  severa l  fo l low -up texts 

which Lt -Col  Mangena never responded 

to.   Wi tness B and her  team then …”   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Capta in,  just  pause there for  a 

moment .   In  paragraph 47,  you say you are in  a room and 

you are now concerned about  whether  the people who are  10 

in ter rogat ing you are leg i t imate pol icemen.   Just  so that  we 

are c lear ,  you are  in  a room at  Loate Pol ice Stat ion?   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner s.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And there are other  pol ice of f icers 

there because i t  is  a  pol ice stat ion.   I  am ta lk ing about  

those stat ioned a t  Loate,  not  those who are par t  o f  the V -

c lass and Wi tness B.    

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.   

And to e laborate  on that  as wel l ,  Commissioner,  even the  

pol ice of f icers at  Loate,  they to ld me that  they fe l t  unsafe to 20 

see such a heavi ly  armed pol ice of f icer .   They were  not  on 

a pol ice uni fo rm,  le t  me not  say pol ice of f i cers,  heavi ly  

armed ind iv iduals  on the pol ice stat ion.    

 And to add on that ,  even the commander at  the 

CSC requested one of  them to see i f  they are leg i t imate to 
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show her an appo intment  cer t i f icate ,  which she took a photo  

of  there.   That  i tse l f ,  Commissioner,  shows that  even the 

pol ice,  because i t  was around 6 o 'c lock,  that  is  the  

changing of  the shi f t .   So most  of  the  pol ice of f icers  were 

leaving the stat ion.   Very few were st i l l  checking in .   So 

those pol ice of f icers who were around there were not  

fee l ing safe as wel l .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Now,  d id  these people  ident i fy  

themselves?  You said one of  the pol ice of f i cers asked them 

to show the appointment  document .   Did they show i t?    10 

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Yes,  they d id.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So once they showed that ,  you were 

sat is f ied that  they were a l l  po l icemen?   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    I  was sat is f ied that  they were 

pol icemen.   But  when I  say leg i t imate po l icemen,  

Commissioners,  I  do not  say they are not  employed in to the  

South Af r ican Po l ice Serv ice.   I  am saying they could be 

employed in to the pol ice serv ice,  but  they could be some 

elements of  rot ten pol ice of f icers,  not  necessar i l y  bogus 

pol ice of f icers.    20 

 Because the mat ter  that  they came to deal  wi th  me 

is  the mat ter  tha t  involved the po l ice of f icer  as wel l ,  so I  

should at tend to th is  wi th caut ion,  because there is  a pol ice  

of f icer  a rrested in  th is  mat ter .   I  do not  know that  pol i ce  

of f icer ,  but  I  had that  in fo rmat ion that  there is  a pol ice  
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o f f icer .   Now there is  another  pol i ce of f icer  wi th  r i f les  

coming for  the same mat ter .   So that  is  why I  am saying  

whether  leg i t imate.   Legi t imate,  not  in  the sense that  they 

are not  pol ice of f i cers.   They are not  cor rect  pol i ce of f icers.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    You have c lar i f ied what  I  needed to 

be c la r i f ied.   Thank you.  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Thanks.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  a l i t t le  b i t  more c lar i f icat ion  on the  

ident i f icat ion.   Ear l ier  you ment ioned that ,  I  do not  know 

whether  i t  is  what  the senior  of f icer  at  Loate.    10 

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    That  is  correct .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  demanded ident i f icat ion.   And I  

thought  you said only one of  the armed people or  persons 

produced thei r  ident i f icat ion.    

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Yes,  on ly one.    

CHAIRPERSON :    But  la te r  when Commissioner Khumalo  

was engaging you,  I  understood you to be suggest ing that  

more than just  one of  them ident i f ied themselves.   Which 

was i t?   Only just  one?   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Only one Commissioner .   But  in 20 

my mind,  Wi tness B  is  a pol ice of f icer .   That  one I  know.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.    

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    And now the second one on the  

team ident i f ied  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  just  wanted to  know,  was i t  on ly one 
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that  p roduced ident i f icat ion?   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Yes,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    You have conf i rmed that  i t  was only one.   

Thank you.    

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Capta in,  d id  you,  I  mean you had 

in teracted previously wi th Wi tness B  on another  occasion.   

This was the second t ime that  you meet  wi th her ,  r ight?   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Yes,  Commissioners.   I  cannot  10 

say i t  i s  the second t ime.   I t  might  be more than second 

t ime,  e i ther  th i rd  or  four th.   But  we in teracted wi th th is  

case.   We interacted whi le  she was br ing ing some exhib i ts  

and col lect ing reports.   So there were a lo t  o f  in te ract ion.   I  

even had her  ce l l  phone number,  her  personal  ce l l  phone 

number  and she had mine as wel l .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    So d id you have or  d id you not  have a  

reason to doubt  whether  she is  one of  the,  I  th ink  you cal l  

them bogus pol ice of f icers,  o r  d id you accept  that  she was a 

leg i t imate invest igat ing of f icer  that  you could t rust?   20 

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Commissioners,  in i t ia l l y  when the 

invest igat ion star ted,  I  took i t  as Wi tness B  was a leg i t imate 

pol ice of f icer  invest igat ing  the case.   Now i t  can happen 

that  dur ing the process,  she becomes aware that  the pol ice 

of f icer  who is  ar rested for  somehow could be thei r  f r iends 



    2 FEBRUARY 2026 – DAY 51 
 

Page 37  o f  75  

 

 

or  could know the pol ice of f icer  in  other  way and turn  

against  me now in  the case.    

 Because one th ing that  I  knew at  that  t ime,  I  knew 

that  I  made the case posi t ive.   Al l  the f i rearms that  were 

ret r ieved f rom Bramley,  inc luding the bul le t  f rom the body,  I  

made them posi t i ve.   Now,  a l l  o f  a  sudden,  you come wi th  

r i f les.   E i ther  maybe I  was supposed to make them 

negat ive.   That  is  something that  came into my mind.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight .   So is  the answer  to  my 

quest ion that  on that  n ight ,  when you are wi th them at  Loate  10 

Pol ice Stat ion,  you a lso d id not  know whether  you could  

t rust  her?   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Anymore.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  thank you.    

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    That  is  correct .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

ADV MOSIKILI :    Thanks,  Commiss ioners.    

CHAIRPERSON :    You were to star t  a t  paragraph 49 before 

the engagement  wi th Commissioner Khumalo .  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :     20 

“Witness B  and her  team then in formed 

me that  they wi l l  take me to FSL 

Si lver ton to ob ta in a case f i le  for  

Vereenig ing  and Bramley  cases.   

However,  I  in formed them that  the lab  
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was c losed at  that  t ime s ince i t  was in  

the evening.   They ind icated that  a  pol ice 

department  is  supposed to be open 24 

hours and that  they had inst ruct ions to 

report  back to the i r  commander before 

midnight .   I  requested thei r  permission to 

ca l l  my super io r ,  Br igadier  Mkhabela ,  to  

obta in h is  approval  for  us to  access the  

lab at  that  t ime,  and they a l lowed me to 

make a cal l .   However,  I  had the cal l  on 10 

loudspeaker.   Br igadier  Mkhabela  

in formed Witness B and her  team that  

the i r  request  to  access the lab at  that  

t ime was impossib le and that  there were  

procedures that  need to be fo l lowed.   He 

a lso asked Witness B why th is  mat ter  

could not  wai t  unt i l  the next  day s ince the 

fo l lowing day was a w ork ing  day.   

Therefore,  Br igadier  Mkhabela  stated 

that  he is  ending the cal l  and that  he wi l l  20 

contact  the i r  commander,  who I  be l ieve 

to be Lt -Gen Khumalo .   A l though I  was 

on leave,  I  a lso  of fered Wi tness B and 

her  team that  I  was wi l l ing to  come to the 

lab the next  day to at tend to the i r  query 
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wi th  the case f i le  in  f ront  of  me.   

However,  they ins is ted that  we go to the  

lab at  that  t ime.   I  received a ca l l  f rom 

Colonel  Lesu,  the head of  the  case 

management  in  the bal l i s t ics sect ion.   

Colonel  Lesu ind icated that  i t  wou ld not  

be possib le to  access the case f i le  for  

Vereenig ing  and Bramley as they had 

been sent  to  KwaZulu -Nata l  for  fur ther  

examinat ion.   At  about  21 :00,  the  group 10 

took me ins ide thei r  car  and I  was asked 

by one of  the male of f icers i f  I  had my 

of f ice keys wi th me,  which I  conf i rmed I  

d id.   The of f i cers wanted to stop  by my 

house fo r  me to  fe tch a jersey and I  

re fused.   I  re fused passing by my house 

due to the safety  concerns I  had,  fear ing 

that  would expose my fami ly  to  the  r isk  in  

the event  that  I  was in  the company of  

i l leg i t imate pol ice of f icers.   There were 20 

seven of  us in  the vehic le as we drove to 

S i lver ton .   Upon ar r iva l  a t  FSL,  the  

female secur i ty  of f icer  at  the gate saw 

my face and opened the gate and a l lowed 

the car  to  enter  the premises.   We 
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entered the of f ice.   One of  the male 

of f icers wi th a r i f le  s tood at  the door and 

I  entered the of f i ce wi th Wi tness B and 

three other  men.   They then asked me to 

open my computer .   I  d id  so by enter ing  

my password.   They speci f i ca l ly  were 

looking fo r  the bal l is t i c  report  I  prepared 

for  the Vereenig ing  and Bramley cases.   

Wi tness B ins isted  that  she wanted the 

report ,  which I  pr in ted out  and gave to  10 

her .   One of  the male of f icers asked me i f  

I  examined the case f i les a lone and I  

conf i rmed that  I  d id  the examinat ion  

a lone.   He asked me whether  I  received 

assistance f rom anyone and I  responded 

stat ing that  no one assisted me.   He 

fur ther  asked whether  Lt -Col  Mangena 

had a hand in  the case f i le  and I  

responded that  he d id not ,  as fa r  as I  

knew.   He asked me i f  L t -Col  Mangena 20 

knew that  we at tended the cr ime scene at  

Vereenig ing .   I  responded ind icat ing that  

L t -Col  Mangena is  in  our  standby duty 

WhatsApp group together  wi th the  

component  head and sect ion head and ,  
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as  such,  L t -Col  Mangena wi l l  know about  

a l l  cr ime scenes we at tend because we 

send not i f icat ions in  the WhatsApp group 

whenever we at tend the cr ime scene.   

The pol ice of f icer  fur ther  asked me i f  L t -

Col  Mangena was at  FSL or  not  when 

Warrant  Of f icer  Masha and I  re turned 

f rom the cr ime scene.  

I  responded stat ing that  I  would not  know 

because I  went  st ra ight  to  my of f i ce when 10 

I  came back f rom Piet  Ret ie f .   One of  the 

male of f icers then in formed me that  I  wi l l  

d ie  for  sh i t  i f  I  protect  L t -Col  Mangena.   

Dur ing the pro longed in terrogat ion  

between mysel f  and Wi tness B 's  team, 

my cel l  phone kept  on r ing ing  as I  

received severa l  ca l l s  f rom FSL 

col leagues,  however I  d id  not  answer 

most  of  the cal ls .   Amongst  the cal l s  I  

received was a ca l l  f rom FSL duty o f f icer ,  20 

Capta in Holzer ,  who cal led asking me 

what  was happen ing in  the laboratory at  

that  t ime of  the n ight .   I  gave the phone 

to one of  Wi tness B 's team members,  a  

male of f icer ,  who expla ined to Capta in 
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Holzer  that  General  Mulaudzi  was aware 

that  the team was at  the lab.   At  some 

point  dur ing the  pro longed in teract ion  

wi th Wi tness B 's team, one of  the o f f icers 

in  Wi tness B 's team then star ted draf t ing 

a sect ion-212 sta tement  on h is lap top on 

my behal f .   Whi le  the of f icer  was draf t ing 

the statement ,  the team asked me how 

many vers ions of  the bal l i s t ic  report  fo r  

the Vereenig ing  and Bramley case I  had.   10 

I  showed them the vers ions I  had in  my 

computer .   The vers ions I  had were the 

fo l lowing.   A Microsof t  Word vers ion.   

This vers ion was the one that  a l l  the 

other  vers ions of  the report  were der ived 

f rom.   The in i t ia l  changes ment ioned 

ear l ie r ,  which were based on a  rev iew 

done by Colonel  Molakadi ,  were done on 

th is  Word vers ion of  the report  and the 

rect i f ied pages pr in ted and inser ted in to 20 

the f i rs t  report  issued to Wi tness B in  

June 2024.   Subsequent  changes based 

on the quer ies ra ised by Senior  

Prosecutor  Coetzee were a lso  made f rom 

th is  vers ion of  the report .   A  PDF 
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vers ion.   This vers ion was the one I  

scanned and emai led to  Senior  

Prosecutor  Coetzee on 22 October  2024.   

Upon seeing the d i f ferent  vers ions of  the 

report ,  Wi tness B and her  team star ted 

accusing me of  manipulat ing the  bal l is t i c  

report  and ind icated that  they would 

conf iscate my computer .   This was just  

a f ter  midnight .   A round the t ime Witness 

B 's team were at tending to conf iscate my 10 

work computer ,  L t -Col  Shole ,  L t -Col  

Botha,  and Lt -Col  Mangena ar r ived at  the 

FSL and in tervened in  the  s i tuat ion.   

They a lso prohib i ted conf iscat ion of  the  

computer  and requested Wi tness B and 

her  team to vacate the FSL premises.   I  

la ter  found out  that  the in tervent ion by 

Lt -Col  Shole ,  Mangena,  and Botha was 

in i t ia ted by the secur i ty  of f icers who were 

on duty that  evening.   I  understand that  20 

upon my arr iva l  wi th  Wi tness B and her  

team in the i r  vehic le at  FSL premises,  

the secur i t y  of f icers ver i f ied the 

regist rat ion deta i l s  of  the vehic le through 

SAPS vehic le regist rat ion c i rcu lat ion  
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database.   The secur i ty  of f icers were  

concerned by the resul ts  of  the 

ver i f icat ion.   Thus,  one of  the  secur i ty  

of f icers ca l led Capta in Holzen [? ] ,  who 

then cal led me,  as ear l ier  ind icated.   

Subsequent ly ,  I  understand that  Capta in  

Holzen contacted General  Mulaudz i ,  who 

then contacted Lt -Col  Shole  and 

inst ructed h im to  go to the labora tory to  

invest igate what  was happening.   10 

Thereaf ter ,  L t -Co l  Shole  arranged wi th 

other  uni ts  of  the pol ice who physica l l y  

came to the laboratory to  in te rvene.   The 

ordeal  I  underwent  due to Wi tness B 's 

team ended at  approximate ly 02:00 the 

next  morning.   Af ter  the s i tuat ion had 

set t led,  we were about  to  vacate  the FSL 

premises.   Wi tness B of fe red to drop me 

home and I  re fused.   I  ind icated that  I  

preferred to be  dropped of f  by  Lt -Col  20 

Shole ,  who k indly agreed to dr ive me 

home.   On January 8,  2025,  whi le  I  was 

st i l l  on leave,  Br igadier  Mkhabela  inv i ted  

me to a meet ing  scheduled between the 

bal l i s t ics  sect ion management  and 
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Wi tness B 's team.   The purpose of  the 

meet ing was to d iscuss the issue re lat ing 

to the events surrounding the 

Vereenig ing  and Bramley cases.   I  

in i t ia l l y  had wanted to at tend the  

meet ing,  however ,  I  opted not  as I  was 

st i l l  d is turbed by the manner in  which I  

was t reated by Wi tness B and her  team.  

Therefore,  I  never at tended the meet ing.   

I  opened a case of  k idnapping on 8 10 

January 2025,  which is  cur rent ly  being  

handled by  Independent  Pol ice 

Invest igat ive Di rector ,  IP ID.   I  s tand by 

the fact  that  I  was k idnapped as I  d id  not  

g ive the of f icers  permission to take me 

anywhere and was fo rcefu l ly  taken by 

Wi tness B 's team.    

Qual i ty  management  non -conformance 

procedure re lat ing to the  Bramley and 

Vereenig ing  bal l i s t i c  analys is.   20 

Subsequent ly ,  the meet ing held between 

the bal l is t i cs sect ion management  and 

Wi tness B 's team.  My super io rs opted to 

in i t ia te a non-conformance qual i ty  

management  procedure regard ing the 
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ba l l i s t ic  analys is  done on the  Bramley 

and Vereenig ing  cases.   The non-

conformance procedure was in i t ia ted on 

15 January 2025.   The non-conformance 

procedure was led by Colonel  Motsepe.   

The non-conformance review ident i f ied  

the er rors ment ioned ear l ie r  above 

regard ing the incor rect  cross -referencing  

of  paragraphs in  my in i t ia l  report .   The 

outcome of  the non -conformance 10 

procedure was that  the ident i f ied er rors 

be rect i f ied in  the report  and an updated 

report  be compi led and f i led.   As such,  I  

deposed an amendment  sect ion -212 

statement  on 27 February 2025.   The 

non-conformance procedure  was 

concluded on 27 February 2025. ”  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Was i t  just  the cross - referencing ,  

Capt ion?  Because there were,  I  counted th ree or  four  

er rors because one of  them was the case number was a lso 20 

incorrect ,  remember?  So why do you say here that  i t  was 

just  the  issue of  the cross - referencing wi th the car t r idges?  

I  mean,  there were more er rors than just  th is  one.  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Commissioners,  you wi l l  

remember that  somewhere dur ing the process of  th is  report ,  
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some amendments were made on the  report  and cor rected.   

The case number  was a l ready cor rected at  a  t ime,  at  th is  

t ime of  th is  qual i ty  management .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    So when qual i ty  management  

rev iewed the case,  they actual ly  came across where I  

ment ioned a car t r idge as a car t r idge case.   That  is  the only  

one that  they found because the o ther  ones were a l ready,  

you remember ,  Commissioners ,  that  the other  ones were  

replaced as pages,  as I  sa id,  on ly  page were replaced and 10 

were removed and replaced on in  my statement .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    No,  no,  because even th is  qual i t y  

management  non-performance procedure worr ies  me 

because i t  does not  deal  wi th  a l l  the er rors.   I  mean,  the  

f ina l  e rror  that  had to be rect i f ied was where the prosecutor  

sa id,  i f  th is  th ing is  not  f ixed,  the case is  going to be st ruck 

of f  the ro l l .   Now that  was not ,  as  I  understand,  the cross -

referencing because that  had been f ixed much ear l ie r .    

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Yes,  that  is  correct .   

Commissioners,  you are referr ing to the cal l  that  I  received 20 

f rom Witness B.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Yes,  but  that  ca l l ,  when I  

received that  ca l l ,  that  was not  the correct  ca l l ,  

Commissioner,  the cor rect  messag ing of  the cal l .   Because 



    2 FEBRUARY 2026 – DAY 51 
 

Page 48  o f  75  

 

 

a t  that  t ime when Witness B and the team came to me in  

January,  the correct ions were a l ready done.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    That  is  exact ly  my point ,  that  the  

qual i ty  management  non -performance procedure,  

conformance procedure,  does not  address a l l  the er rors 

f rom May unt i l ,  say,  January 2025.   I t  seems to be deal ing 

wi th only the issue of  the cross - referencing.  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    I t  does not  deal  wi th  the cross -

referencing ,  Commissioners.   Cross - referencing,  you mean 

the 15 car t r idge cases?   10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Look at  paragraph 65 of  your  

statement .   You say the non -conformance review ident i f ied 

the errors ment ioned ear l ie r  above regard ing incorrect  

cross- referencing  of  paragraphs.   So i t  seems l ike that  i s  

the only th ing the  review addressed.   I t  d id  not  address the 

other  er rors dat ing back f rom,  say,  May 2024 unt i l  January 

2025.    

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Yes,  Commissioners,  they d id not  

address that .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Then we are on the same page.    20 

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Yes.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Because then th is  qual i ty  

management  procedure worr ies me,  because i t  seems l ike i t  

was incomplete.  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    That  is  correct .   That  is  correct ,  
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Commissioners.   May I  proceed?   

ADV MOSIKILI :    P lease proceed,  Capta in.  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :     

“As indicated ear l ier ,  I  was promoted to  

capta in and t ransfer red to the  IBIS  

subsect ion….” …[ intervenes] .  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Sorry,  for  the  purpose of  the t ranscr ip t .   

Can you just  conf i rm the heading there?   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :     

“Conf i rmat ion of  l inks between the 10 

Vereenig ing  and Bramley cases wi th 

other  cases.   As ind icated ear l ie r ,  I  was 

promoted to capta in and t ransfer red to 

the IBIS  subsect ion  as an IBIS analys is 

commander f rom 01 December  2024.   

Due to heightened media at tent ion  on the 

Vereenig ing  and Bramley cases,  the 

bal l i s t ic  [ ind ist inc t ]  o f  the two cases that  

were acqui red  on the IBIS  system were 

caught  up to the f ront  of  the IBIS queue 20 

in  the IBIS system in order  to  pr ior i t i se 

the v iewing of  any possib le l inks to  other  

cases the IBIS system ident i f ied .   The 

v iewing of  the possib le l inks or  leads in  

the IBIS system was done by Warrant  
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Of f icer  Mthembu.   Warrant  Of f icer  

Mthembu then prepared an analyst  

notebook l inkage on the report  on 17 July  

2025 conta in ing  the possib le  l inks 

ident i f ied.   Warrant  Of f icer  Mthembu  

provided the possib le l inks report  to  me 

and I  s tar ted conduct ing the microscopic 

conf i rmat ion  of  the l inks.   I  was able to  

conf i rm 18 l inkages between the  

Vereenig ing  and Bramley cases wi th 10 

other  cases which has been marked as 

Annexure  LIM7.   I  then deposed to  a 

sect ion -212 statement  on 18 August  2025 

re lat ing to the l inkage conf i rmed. ”  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Thank you,  Capta in.   Commissioners,  

Chai r ,  I  see that  i t  is  11 o 'c lock.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  doubt  that  the  quest ions wi l l  be that  

long,  or  at  least  I  hope not .    

ADV MOSIKILI :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us cont inue to the end,  Mr Mos ik i l i .    20 

ADV MOSIKILI :    Let  us do that ,  thank you,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  may I  just ,  I  have two broad issues 

which I  hope wi l l  t ranslate to  two quest ions in  the hope that  

there wi l l  be no fo l low -ups,  Capta in.   In  paragraph 63,  you 

say that  you were taken to the  FSL of f ice in  S i lver ton  
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“ forcefu l l y ” .   P lease expla in the nature of  the force or  how 

exact ly  the fo rce mani fested.  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Commissioners,  I  wi l l  exp la in the 

nature of  forcefu l ly  in  th is  regard.   This was not  a  –  i t  is  a  

non-contact  fo rce .   The of f icer 's  approach ed,  inst i l led  fear  

on me.   So as a resul t ,  I  be l ieve when someone has a l ready 

inst i l led fear  on you  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Expla in the approach perhaps fo r  me to 

understand how that  inst i l led fear  in  you.    

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    As I  ind icated ear l ie r ,  10 

Commissioners,  that  they came in carry ing  f i rearms,  and the 

manner in  which they were in ter rogat ing me,  i t  was not  l ike 

an in terv iew of  a co l league to co l league.   And as a resul t ,  I  

a l ready ind icated,  Commissioners,  that  there was a pol ice 

of f icer  involved in  th is  c r ime.  

 Now,  when another  of f icer  comes and has such an 

in terest  in  th is  case,  and that  in terest  comes wi th  inst i l l ing 

fear  in to an expert ,  then they wi l l  actual ly  insta l  a  non -

contact  fo rce on me,  because I  could ident i fy  that  even the 

report  that  they had brought  to  me for  correct ion was not  20 

the report  that  had an errors.   They had a report  o f  the two 

bul le ts  that  came f rom the body,  and that  report  d id not  

have errors.    

 So,  I  d id  not  see any reason for  them to come to  

say to me that  report  needs some correct ions.   I t  was not  
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t rue.   So,  i f  you come to  me and you do not  te l l  me the t ruth  

of  you coming to me,  you are carry ing r i f les,  you are 

inst i l l i ng fear  on me,  so …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    You looked at  them and you feared them.   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Come again?   

CHAIRPERSON :    You looked at  them and you feared them.  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    But  when you say that  the report  that  

they had had a l ready been corrected,  is  i t  not  so that  they 

should natura l l y  have been in terested in  the h isto ry,  the  10 

changes that  had gone on,  the correct ions that  had been 

made,  and that  they would have wanted to know what  

exact ly  is  going on here?   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    And,  Commissioner,  that  was not  

brought  to  my at tent ion.   The h is tory and the changes,  i t  

was not  b rought  to  my at tent ion a t  that  day.   So,  at  that  

day,  the only p ic ture that  I  had was that  there is  something 

smal l  on the report  that  I  be l ieve ,  i f  I  recal l  cor rect ly ,  i t  

looked l i ke there  is  a page that  I  sk ipped when I  was 

in i t ia l i s ing the pages .   Because even the correct ion,  I  do 20 

not  th ink I  could have agreed fo r  a  report ,  because a report  

is  typed.   When you say I  must  cor rect  i t ,  you cannot  come 

to my p lace,  because I  must  have the vers ion of  the report ,  

the draf t  o f  the report  so that  I  can make the necessary 

correct ions.    
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 So,  i t  cannot  be t rue.   The only th ing that  I  can do 

when I  am at  home is  just  to  at tach a s ignature,  i f  I  forgot  to  

at tach a s ignature  in  one of  the pages.   Other  than that ,  any 

other  th ing that  can be done,  i t  should be done at  the of f i ce  

and I  must  be in  a possession of  the case f i le  when doing 

that .  

CHAIRPERSON :    My next  quest ion re lates to process.   As 

you are probably aware,  th is  Commission is  concerned wi th 

the in f luence that  cr iminal  syndicates  have or  a re a l leged to  

have on the  cr iminal  just ice sys tem.   Needless to say,  10 

cr iminal  cases involv ing syndicates need to be at tended to,  

especia l l y  i f ,  as is  a l leged,  af fect  the ent i re  cr iminal  just ice  

system.   Those need to be at tended to wi th a measure of  

urgency.    

 I  am not  saying that  other  cr imes do not  need to be  

at tended to urgent ly  as wel l .   V ict ims of  c r ime a lways want  

to  see f ina l i sat ion  of  the mat ters that  af fect  them.   But  i f  the  

a l legat ions are that  the ent i re  cr im inal  just ice system may 

wel l  be in f luenced by cr iminal  syndicates,  I  th ink that  is  a  

mat ter  deserv ing utmost  urgency.   So that  is  the context  in  20 

which I  am going to ra ise the issue that  I  am going to  ra ise.    

 You say that  when you le f t  Vereenig ing ,  you were  

at tending another  cr ime scene in  another  province ,  that  is  

P iet  Ret ie f  in  Mpumalanga province .   I  just  want  to  get  an  

idea of  whether  of f icers f rom FSL at tend to a l l  cr ime 
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scenes.   I  am aware,  of  course,  that  there is  an FSL of f ice,  

i f  I  am not  mistaken,  in  the Western  Cape,  in  KZN,  the  

Eastern Cape,  a l l  o f  these in  addi t ion to the nat ional  one in  

S i lver ton.    

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    That  is  correct .  

CHAIRPERSON :    But  even i f  that  be so,  i f  a l l  cr ime scenes 

are at tended to by  of f icers f rom the FSL,  I  am not  an 

expert ,  but  I  th ink they would be overst retched.   Can you 

expla in how th is  works out  in  pract ice?  And i f  they are 

overst retched,  that  would probably  delay the process.    10 

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.   

You are cor rect ,  Commissioner,  to  say i t  is  overst retched.   

When you are on standby in  FSL here in  Gauteng,  the two 

of  you who are on standby,  you are  responsib le for  Gauteng 

as a whole,  for  North  West  as a whole,  fo r  Mpumalanga as a  

whole,  for  L impopo as a whole,  and you go as  far  as 

K imber ley.   And i t  is  overst retched,  i t  is  overst retched.   And 

a l l  v ic t ims of  cr ime,  as you said,  Commissioner,  they want  

just ice.  

 So when you are in  –  when you are at tending a  20 

cr ime scene in ,  le t  us say,  in  L impopo,  you can receive a  

ca l l  whi le  you are st i l l  in  L impopo that  there is  another  

cr ime scene that  you need to at tend,  say,  in  K imber ley .   

You wi l l  dr ive f rom Limpopo to K imber ley  because there is  

any other  one who is  on standby.    
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 In i t ia l ly ,  some t ime ago,  we used to  have a f i rs t  and 

second standby.   At  the moment ,  we do not  have f i rs t  and 

second standby.   We have i t  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    By that  f i rs t  and second,  by that ,  do  you 

mean sets?  Because you have sa id there were two of  you 

on standby,  so that  was one set .    

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    I t  is  a  f i rs t  s tandby.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   So there would be another  set  of  

o f f icers.    

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Two who are st i l l  on standby,  but  10 

they are wai t ing to be act ivated by the ones who are on f i rs t  

s tandby.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And do you know why that  was 

d iscont inued?   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    I t  was d iscont inued due to a  

number of  reasons,  in -avai lab i l i t y  of  vehic les,  resources.   

The cel l  phone is  one that  rotate wi th in the standby.   The 

vehic le,  they wi l l  g ive –  they are going to issue two vehic les 

for  people who are on standby,  the f i rs t  s tandby,  because 

they are not  l iv ing in  the same house.   So that  dur ing the 20 

n ight ,  when they say there is  a c r ime scene at  around 12 

o 'c lock,  one does not  s ta r t  by going to co l lect  another  one 

because maybe they are staying remote to each other .   So 

they wi l l  dr ive to  that  p lace.    

 I f  the cr ime scene is  too fa r ,  they dr ive and leave 
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one vehic le  at  the of f i ce and put  the equipment  in  one car  

and dr ive to e i ther  Mpumalanga.   And now,  i f  you act ivate 

the second standby,  that  means you need four  vehic les fo r  

f i rs t  and second standby,  which is  the resource tha t  I  th ink  

the laboratory does not  have that  luxury to  supply.    

CHAIRPERSON :    This sounds impract ica l  to  me.   I  mean,  i f  

you take a province l i ke the Northern Cape,  i t  is  the largest  

province in  terms of  ter r i tory,  very long d istances.   And 

assuming that  you are asked to go  to the fur thest  corner  of  

that  province,  and you may spend a lo t  o f  t ime just  10 

t ravel l ing to where you must  at tend to a scene.   Anyway,  

the same would apply,  for  example ,  to  other  provinces that  

have wide ter r i to r ies.    

 For  example,  we were to ld that  in  the Eastern Cape 

the FSL of f ice is  in  Gqeberha ,  wh ich is  c lose to the other  

end,  the southernmost  par t  o f  tha t  province.   And assume 

that  something has happened in  Mthatha,  which is  on the  

opposi te  end on the nor thern s ide ,  the of f i cers would take 

forever  to  move f rom Gqeberha  to Mthatha.   I t  is  just  

impract ica l .   Do you wish to comment  on the two comments?   20 

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Commissioner,  to  comment  on 

that ,  the way I  hear the Commissioner is  compar ing that  

province,  that  laboratory wi th our  laboratory here in  

Pretor ia .   I s  the  Commissioner compar ing the two 

laborator ies on thei r  s tandby basis?   



    2 FEBRUARY 2026 – DAY 51 
 

Page 57  o f  75  

 

 

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  is  not  even a  pointed quest ion .   I t  is 

more whether  you agree wi th  the  observat ions that  I  am 

making,  that  is  a l l .   And I  would imagine that  you agree wi th 

the observat ions.  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Yes,  I  agree wi th that .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   Thank you.   Thank you,  Capta in.   

We wi l l  come to you af te rwards.   We have to adjourn.   We 

wi l l  come back.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Good morning,  Capta in.   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Good morning,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Are you ready?  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    I  am ready,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Capta in,  I  th ink maybe le t  us just  

c la r i fy  that  issue you have a l ready deal t  wi th  in  your  

statement  where Wi tness A and Witness B say you are the 

one who to ld  them that  the weapons that  were seized in  the 

Bramley and Vereenig ing scenes were l inked to 18 other  

cases.   A re  they mistaken when they say i t  was you who 20 

to ld them that?  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    That ,  Commissioner,  you mean 

when I  deal t  wi th  18 cases?  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    No,  Commissioner.   The 18 cases 
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is  a  separate th ing,  Commissioner.   The 18 cases are the 

cases that  were ident i f ied by IBIS.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Yes,  but  at  the t ime of  doing the  

bal l i s t ic  case,  tha t  in format ion was not  in  my possess ion.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    I  d id  no t  have that  in format ion.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So,  you could not  have to ld them 

that?  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    I  could have not  to ld  them that .  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Because,  as you say in  your  

statement ,  the IBIS issue was only in  la te 2025.  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So,  I  th ink  le t  us leave tha t .   And 

then I  ident i f ied four  e rrors.   And I  want  you to,  for  our  

peace of  mind,  because in  your  statement  you do not  

expla in what  the reasons fo r  those er rors are.   And maybe 

th is  is  what  has led to th is  suspic ion that  maybe you 

del iberate ly omi t ted in format ion f rom bal l is t i cs reports,  or  

you inc luded mis leading in format ion in  bal l is t i cs reports.   20 

So,  I  am hoping that  you wi l l  g ive us an innocent  

explanat ion fo r  these errors.   But  I  want  to  f i rs t  ident i fy  

them there in  your  statement .   So,  i f  you star t  on  page 8,  

paragraph 34,  jus t  le t  me know once you are there.  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    I  am there,  Commissioner.   



    2 FEBRUARY 2026 – DAY 51 
 

Page 59  o f  75  

 

 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So,  you wi l l  see that  the f i rs t  changes 

you were asked to make were in  June 2024.   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    That  is  correct .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    You say in  your  statement :  

“ I t  is  worth ment ion ing that  when making 

the changes in  the report  before issuing 

them to Wi tness B in  June 2024,  I  d id  not  

pr in t . ”  

And that  was because Colonel  Molukadi [?]  had h igh l ighted 

amendments that  needed to be made.   10 

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    That  is  correct .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So that  i s  the f i rs t  one.   And then the 

second one is  on page 9 at  paragraph 38,  where you say :  

“On 21 October 2024,  I  received an emai l  

f rom Colonel  Motsepe,  one of  our  

commanders in  the bal l i s t ics sect ion,  

inst ruct ing me to  at tend to quer ies that  

Senior  Prosecutor  Coetzee had sent  to  

h im regard ing the errors  in  the  bal l is t i cs 

report . ”  20 

Do you see that?  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So that  is  the second one.   And then 

you go to page 11,  paragraph 42 .   On 6 November 2024,  a re  

you there?  
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CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    I  am there,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes:  

“On 6 November 2024,  Senior  Prosecutor  

Coetzee sent  me an emai l  request ing the  

sect ion 212 statement  for  the bal l is t i cs 

analys is conducted in  respect  of  the 

addi t ional  exhib i ts  in  the Vereenig ing  

case.   I  sent  the report . ”  

And then the fo l lowing paragraph :  

“However,  I  noted an er ror  on page 3 of  10 

the report . ”  

So that  is  the case number issue.   Do you see that?  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    That  is  correct .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes,  and then the last  one is  in  

paragraph 44,  where now you end up get t ing th is  ca l l  f rom 

Witness B in  January 2025 that  the case wi l l  be going to 

court  and they want  cer ta in amendments to  be  made 

because i f  they are not  at tended to,  the case might  be  

st ruck of f  the ro l l .   Do you see that?  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    I  see that ,  Commissioner.   20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes,  so,  those errors,  what  were the  

reasons for  those errors?  I  mean,  can you just  expla in to  

the Commission?  Are they innocent  o r  were you real ly  

t ry ing to sabotage the invest igat ion in to the murder of  Mr 

Swart?  
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CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   

Commissioner,  le t  me f i rs t  go to the last  one,  the page 11,  

no,  not  paragraph 44.   Commissioners,  paragraph 44 is  the 

cal l  that  I  received f rom Witness B  that  there is  an er ror  on 

the statement .   I t  is  not  the  er ror  that  I  ident i f ied or  

someone e lse ident i f ied th is .   And there was no er ror  that  

was cor rected here.    

 The Wi tness B to ld me that  there is  an error .   

However,  the main reason i t  was to ca l l  me out ,  not  

necessar i ly  there was an er ror .   As I  ind icated that  i t  cannot  10 

be cor rect  that  Wi tness B can come to my home for 

correct ion of  e rror .   So even the  statement  that  the Wi tness 

B had on that  day was the last  ent ry of  the statement ,  which  

d id not  have any er ror .    

 That  was the statement  f rom the bul le t  f rom the 

body.   So,  i t  is  not  correct  to  say th is  i s  paragraph 4 

referred to an er ror .   Paragraph 4,  they were using the word 

er ror  so that  they can have me c lose to them.   Because 

there is  not  any other  way they can say,  come,  we want  to 

see you.   I  would refuse.   But  when they say there is  an 20 

er ror ,  th is  i s  my s tatement .    

 There is  an error  and the statement  is  going to  

court .   I  get  surpr ised.   And when they say the case wi l l  be  

st ruck of f  the ro l l ,  then I  s tand up and say,  le t  me meet  the  

invest igat ing of f i cer .   Because we cannot  af fo rd to  see 
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cr iminals out  on  the st reet  because I  am on leave.   But  

there was no er ror  here for  th is  paragraph.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    The other  three?  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    The f i rs t  one.   The f i rs t  one I  

th ink is  paragraph 34.   Paragraph 34.   Paragraph 34 is  the 

procedure of  the laboratory.   Procedure of  the laboratory i s  

every case f i le ,  once f ina l i sed,  once you have done work ing 

on i t ,  i t  goes to rev iew.   And a lmost  out  of  ten cases that  

goes to rev iew,  e ight  wi l l  be back wi th errors for  correct ion.   

Wi thout  any del iberate to  do anyth ing for  any analyst  who is  10 

work ing in  the lab .    

 That  can be caused by so many factors inc luding  

pressure and t ime.   So,  meaning,  i f  th is  er ror  was cor rected 

and there was not  any other  er ror ,  the invest igat ing  of f icer  

were not  even going to be aware that  there was an error  on 

the statement .   Because i t  would have been cor rected.   A l l  

o f  the statement  passed th rough that  route.   So,  th is  is  the  

normal  operat ion of  the bal l i s t ics.    

 And when I  go to  the other  ment ioned er rors which  

existed whereby there were exchange of  pages and what ,  20 

that  one Commissioner,  I  can safe ly say,  those were typ ing 

er rors.   And those typ ing errors were supposed to be p icked 

up at  the reviewing process.   But  was not  p icked up at  the 

reviewing process.   I  cannot  ind icate as to for  what  reason.   

But  I  can say i t  amounts to  work pressure as wel l .    
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 Commissioners,  before you type a statement ,  by 

nature an expert  is  not  a typ ist .   But  we are doing our  own 

typ ing.   And we are g iven 20 minutes to type a statement .   

Regardless of  how many pages the statement  has.   So,  

possib i l i ty  of  errors wi l l  be there.   But  there are pro formas.   

Because when you examine a case,  you use the pro formas.   

The proformas wi l l  have cor rect  in format ion.    

 However,  reducing that  in fo rmat ion  in to a typ ing is  

a separate th ing.   And when we are g iven 20 minutes to do  

that ,  typ ing er rors do occur.   That  is  why when there is  an  10 

er ror ,  the f i rs t  th ing you do at  the lab,  when they say i t  is  an 

er ror ,  even when i t  comes f rom the review,  when they say 

you have wr i t ten  the wrong bag number,  you do not  just  

change i t .    

 You go to your  proforma to  see exact ly  what  

handwr i t ing on the proforma.   Because when you open a 

case,  you take your proforma,  you take your case,  you put  i t  

here.   There is  no typ ing there.   You wr i te  the bag number  

on the proforma.   You wr i te  bag number that  you received.   

You wr i te  the contents.   What  i s  in  the bag.   Later  on,  you 20 

are done wi th the examinat ion.    

 You reduce that  in to wr i t ing,  in to  typ ing,  which  is  

not  your  area of  specia l i ty .   That  i s  why a lways there  wi l l  be 

an error  on the typ ing s ide,  not  on the proforma s ide.   And 

at  a l l  t imes,  we accept  those mis takes,  and we accept  to  
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make correct ions.   Because the only th ing that  goes to court  

is  not  p roformas now.   I t  should be the 212 statement .   And 

our  system Commissioners at  the lab,  i t  does not  

accommodate members reviewing thei r  own cases.    

 Meaning when you are done wi th  typ ing,  you are  

not  g iven any fur ther  minutes to recheck your work .   When 

they g ive you a case,  a case has been a l located a par t i cu lar  

amount  of  t ime.   Once they say you do th is  case,  you are 

going to do th is  case because 10 minutes is  for  typ ing,  20  

minutes is  for  typ ing,  2 hours is  for  examinat ion,  10 minutes 10 

is  for  return ing the f i rearms to the safe,  then the  day is  

f in ished.    

 So,  we do not  focus on the qual i t y ,  we focus on the  

quant i ty .   And the whole reason why we focus on the 

quant i ty  i s  not  the correct  th ing,  but  i t  is  t rue.   I t  is  because 

of  the number of  cases we have versus the number  of  s taf f  

we have.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So,  i t  is  innocent  mistakes 

at t r ibutable to  t ime pressures and work pressures and other  

th ings.  20 

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    That  is  correct .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Noth ing s in is ter ,  noth ing mal ic ious.  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Noth ing,  noth ing.   Noth ing  

Commissioners.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Mr Mosik i l i .   
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ADV MOSIKILI :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Just  to  p iggyback f rom 

the exchange you had wi th Commissioner Khumalo on what  

you at t r ibute to  these er rors,  and we would not  want  to  

assume or  at  least  peddle the bel ie f  that  you del iberate ly 

manipulated the report .   But  for  me,  what  I  want  to  say to 

you is  that  the  er rors that  you commit ted were qui te  

mater ia l  to  the outcome of  the murder  cases.    

 For  example,  the  three er rors that  we spoke about .   

The f i rs t  e rror  i s  that  you were asked by Warrant  Of f icer  

Malan to say,  l ink the murder  weapon to the  cr ime scene,  10 

and you fa i led to do that .   So,  the report  that  you issued,  i t  

does not  draw a l ink  between the murder  weapon and the  

murder  scene.   You accept  that .   As i t  s tood,  as you handed 

the f i rs t  report  to  Wi tness B.   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Commissioners,  the f i rs t  report ,  

in  respect  of  tha t  error ,  does not  say I  d id  not  l ink  the  

murder  weapon to  the car t r idge cases because we have got  

three types of  resul ts  in  respect  o f  examinat ion of  the f i red  

car t r idge cases and f i rearm.   You have got  e i ther  posi t i ve 

match,  negat ive match,  o r  inconclusive.  20 

ADV MOSIKILI :    And in  your  case,  you said what?  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    In  my case,  because I  d id  not  

ment ion 4.9,  that  does not  mean I  sa id negat ive.   I t  does 

not  re late to  a negat ive f ind ing.   I f  you go to Annexure  LIM -  

LIM 1.   
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ADV MOSIKILI :    Yes,  that  is  page 19 .   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    And then you go to page 23,  then 

th is  i s  microscopic resul ts ,  Commissioners.   You go to the  

second par t .   The f i rs t  par t  deals  wi th the bul le ts .   The 

second par t  deals wi th CC.   CC means car t r idge cases.   I  

am saying car t r idge cases 193045/2023 AA3A up to  AA3O.  

That  is  the 15 car t r idge cases.    

 And I  fu r ther  say i t  is  7 .62 by 39 mi l l imet re.   That  is  

AK-47.   Are pos i t ive to  car t r idge case  –  are pos i t ive to  

car t r idge –  are posi t i ve to  -  now I  inc lude a d i f fe rent  lab 10 

number because I  compare i t  wi th  Bramley now,  which is  

193045/24.   363TC1 and 363TC2 t hese are tests f i red f rom 

the same r i f le ,  Commissioners.   Now,  Commissioners,  the 

proforma is  here.   The resul ts  are documented here.   

ADV MOSIKILI :    I  have to stop you.  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Thank you,  Commissioner .   

ADV MOSIKILI :    This document ,  as fa r  as I  understand i t ,  

is  not  a document  that  was handed to Wi tness B.   Is  that  

correct?  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.  20 

ADV MOSIKILI :    Yes,  so,  I  am saying to you the document  

that  you handed as a report  o f  the  outcome of  the work that  

you are showing us that  you d id ,  d id not  g ive a posi t ive l ink  

that  i s  why there was a need for  you to rect i fy  o r  to  amend 

th is  way.   That  is  a s imple proposi t ion.  
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CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Yes,  I  accept  that ,  

Commissioners.   

ADV MOSIKILI :    Yes,  now the only  proposi t ion I  am put t ing 

to you is  that  tha t  error  is  qui te  mater ia l .   I t  is  important  to 

the outcome of  any cr iminal  p roceedings because i f  you 

cannot  l ink,  u l t imate ly,  the cr ime scene wi th a  murder  

weapon,  someone wi l l  go scot - f ree,  you accept  that?  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    I  accept  that ,  Commissioners.  

ADV MOSIKILI :    Thank you.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And just  for  completeness,  the 10 

document  that  is  being referred to star ts  on page 52 and i t  

ends at  page 60 and the er rors are on page 58,  at  

paragraph 10.2 and 10.6.  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Which pages are we in?  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Same f i le  on page 58.  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    On page 58.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  the report ,  Adv  Mosik i l i  is  

referr ing to,  s tar ts  on page 52 and ends at  page 60.  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  the l inkages that  are because of  20 

a l l  the problems in  paragraphs 10.2 and 10.6,  that  is  where 

the error  i s .    

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    That  is  cor rect ,  Commissioners,  

on page 58.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes,  and h is point  is  that  i t  is 
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mater ia l  because i f  you had to go  to a cr iminal  case wi th 

th is  report ,  the defence would  have a f ie ld  day and th is  

could resul t  in  an acqui t ta l  o r  something l ike that .    

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.   

ADV MOSIKILI :    Thank you,  Commissioner Khumalo .   

Capta in,  another  er ror  that  we ident i f ied,  to  add to  the l is t  

o f  er rors that  Commissioner Khumalo  just  d iscussed wi th  

you,  is  the issue of  the etch ing of  one of  the weapons which  

d id not  have a  ser ia l  number.   Now,  i f  you go to page  -  on  

f i le  2,  on page 128,  so the second f i le ,  the b igger f i le  of  the 10 

two.   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Yes.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Mr Mosik i l i ,  is  there any deta i led 

quest ion ing a long those l ines necessary?  I t  just  may 

undermine the cr iminal  process that  is  s t i l l  to  come.   

Whether  r ight ly  o r  wrongly,  the wi tnesses s imply sa id these 

were inadvertent  er rors and I  am not  so sure that  go ing in to  

much deta i l  e i ther  assists us or  worse st i l l ,  does not  

potent ia l ly  cause damage to the cr iminal  p rocess tha t  is  s t i l l  

to  come.   20 

ADV MOSIKILI :    I  have that  debate in  my mind,  Chai r ,  as  

to  the possib le impl icat ions to the other  ongoing mat ter  

wi thout  g iv ing much.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   

ADV MOSIKILI :    A l l  I  wanted to say,  because what  we want  
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to  do,  and I  wanted to be fa i r  to  h im,  to  say that  we would 

want  to  make recommendat ions to you to say tha t ,  and I  

wanted to be fa i r  to  h im to make a comment  to  say that  the  

er rors that  he commit ted e i ther  were at t r ibuted to gross 

negl igence or  probably an act  of  incompetence.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   

ADV MOSIKILI :    That  is  a l l  that  we wanted to lay the basis  

for  because these are ser ious er rors and he can comment .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Do you wish to comment  on 

the last  comment  that  Mr Mosik i l i  made,  Capta in?  10 

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Yes,  le t  me comment ,  

Commissioners.   Commiss ioners,  typ ing  error  

Commissioners cannot  be c lassi f ied as to how the  counsel  

is  put t ing i t .   A t  the laboratory Commissioners,  we have got  

two types of  e rrors.   We have got ,  a l low me to refer  to  th is  

Commissioners because i t  was not  avai lab le at  the t ime of  -  

i t  is  not  an annexed because i t  was not  avai lab le at  the t ime 

of  doing the statement .    

 We have got  cr i t i ca l  and non -cr i t ica l  e rrors.   So,  i f  I  

may expla in to  you,  counsel ,  non-cr i t ica l  er rors inc lude,  i t  is  20 

four  categor ies.   I t  is  incor rect  dates on an aff idavi t ,  defects 

or  actual  resul ts  not  conf i rmed,  administ rat ive errors,  and 

log numbers.   Those are non-cr i t ica l  e rrors.   And I  wi l l  

be l ieve that  those errors that  the counsel  i s  leading me wi th  

fa l ls  wi th in th is  category.   So,  i t  cannot  be incompetence or  
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de l iberate.   What  is  the other  one?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Negl igence.   

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Negl igence.   But  as I  a l ready 

ind icated Commissioners,  that  the er rors wi l l  ar ise t ime to  

t ime.   As long as there is  s t i l l  p ressure at  the lab,  the  errors  

wi l l  a lways be there because we push quant i t ies,  not  

qual i ty .   The er rors wi l l  ar ise,  not  in tent ional  er rors.   

CHAIRPERSON :    That  i s  a very d is turb ing observat ion in  

the cr iminal  just ice system.   I t  is a  very,  very d is turb ing  

observat ion.  10 

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    I  know and I  understand 

…[intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  understand the  background you g ive for  

the observat ion,  but  i t  does not  change the fact  that  i t  is  a  

very d is tu rb ing observat ion.  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Yes,  just  to  put  again  on that  

point  Commissioners,  there is  a programme that  i s  ca l led 

LabWare,  which is  now in existence because every s ingle  

t ime when a problem is  ident i f ied,  i t  i s  subject  to  be  

reviewed and methods to be changed.   At  the moment  we 20 

are using,  i t  is  actual ly  going to be on p lace,  I  th ink th is  

month or  next  month because we are running a t r ia l  o f  that .    

 LabWare,  where when we type,  i t  has an opt ion 

where we type the statement  on  a LabW are.   And the 

LabWare,  when you type the statement ,  the 212 sta tement ,  
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every s ingle t ime you make these changes,  i t  keeps the 

or ig inal .   I t  keeps,  you can refer  up to 14 of  those 

statements that  on th is  date you made changes here ,  and i t  

records the er rors as wel l  because we are t ry ing  by a l l  

means to min imise the er rors to  zero.    

 And then at  that  s tage,  we wi l l  know whether  

fur ther  t ra in ing is  needed to  a person or  the  system needs 

to be changed because some errors are caused by the  

system i t se l f  when the system is  not  cor rect .   

ADV MOSIKILI :    Chai r ,  last  two quest ions for  the Capta in.   10 

Capta in,  what  does not  s i t  wel l  wi th  us,  and th is  i s  par t  o f  

the recommendat ions that  we want  to  make,  is  that  at  least  

on the face of  i t ,  on the errors that  you commit ted,  that  we 

say are mater ia l ,  what  seems to happen is  that  a few 

months la ter ,  you are actual ly  rewarded wi th a  promot ion  to 

being a Capta in .   What  do you have to say about  that?  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    That  I  cannot  comment ,  

Commissioners,  because that  was a post  advert ised and 

just  l i ke a l l  o ther  appl icants,  we were short l is ted and we 

went  fo r  an in terv iew and for tunate ly I  got  the post .   So,  20 

wi th or  wi thout  th is  case,  Commissioners .   

ADV MOSIKILI :    Yes,  that  is  f ine.   The last  quest ion real l y ,  

Capta in,  and on a more ser ious note,  do you st i l l  pers is t  

ser iously now wi th a l legat ions that  knowing what  we know 

and your own tes t imony and your own in teract ion wi th the  
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Commissioners and the Chai rperson,  do you st i l l  ser iously  

pers is t  that  you were k idnapped by Wi tness B?  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Commissioners,  that  one, 

Commissioners,  because I  opened a  case and I  opened a  

case based on the inc ident  that  happened and I  assume 

when a case is  opened,  i t  should go th rough the processes 

of  a l l  the cases.   I  cannot  determine whether  the case 

should or  should  not  be.   That  would be the prosecutor  in  

the prosecutor 's  decis ion whether  they enro l  the case or  

not ,  Commissioners.   But  looking in to the sequence and 10 

how I  fe l t  about  the inc ident  that  n ight ,  there is  only one 

organisat ion that  I  can run to.   I t  is  SAPS.   And SAPS wi l l  

fo l low,  l ike any other  c i t izens of  the count ry,  wi l l  open a 

case and send i t  for  the decis ion.    

ADV MOSIKILI :    But  at  a l l  mater ia l  t imes,  you were 

k idnapped at  SAPS premises.   But  anyway,  that  i s  just  a  

comment .   Chai r ,  those wi l l  be  our  quest ions for  the  

wi tness.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Mr Mosik i l i .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Capta in,  i t  seems l i ke we need V AR 20 

there by S i lver ton  because there are ser ious shortcomings 

wi th the reviews and the reviewers  and how the 212s s imply  

go th rough the process and you say we type we push 

numbers  and not  qual i t y .   Therefore,  we may need VAR in 

that  department .   Do you know what  VAR is?  
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CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Yes,  I  know,  Commissioners.   

And just ,  can I  add on that ,  Commissioners?  Not  on the 

VAR part .   Commissioners,  the laboratory,  just  l ike when I  

jo ined the laboratory  some 20 years  back,  we used to  

receive a few cases.   I  am def in i te ly  sure Br igadier  

Mkhabela maybe test i f ied about  that .   We used to get  a few 

cases.   And today,  we are get t ing a  lo t  o f  cases.    

 And so many th ings have not  changed.   And the  

cases i tse l f ,  the type of  cr imes are tota l l y  d i f ferent .   20  

years back,  we used to have p isto l  cases,  9 -mi l l imet re  10 

f i rearms.   Late ly now,  there is  a lo t  o f  r i f les,  fu l ly  automat ic  

r i f les.   Examinat ions of  such are d i f ferent  f rom 

examinat ions of  then.   But  the t ime a l located for  you to  

work those cases remains the same.    

 So,  by that ,  something is  going to be compromised 

because today when somebody goes and commits  a cr ime 

wi th a f i rearm,  they do not  do i t  wi th  a revolver  because 

they know revolver  i s  l imi ted,  can car ry only s ix  rounds.   

They need a weapon that  can carry about  40,  50  rounds.   

And that  weapon today,  you st i l l  examine i t  l ike you are 20 

examining the revolver  20 years back.   You are st i l l  g iven 

the same amount  of  t ime to do that .   So those are  

shortcomings,  bu t  I  be l ieve the laboratory is  work ing hard 

on that  as wel l  to  t ry  to  improve tha t .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Mr Mosik i l i?   
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ADV MOSIKILI :    No fo l low-up quest ions,  Chai r .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Capta in,  thank you very 

much.  

CAPTAIN MAKGOTLOE :    Thank you,  Commissioner .  

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS  

CHAIRPERSON :    You are excused.   We wi l l  ad journ and 

resume tomorrow at  09:30.   Thank you.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS TO 3 FEBRUARY 2026  

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  
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