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PROCEEDINGS ON 14 NOVEMBER 2025   

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning,  Ms Mot lhasedi .   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    Good morning,  Chai rperson .   

Chai rperson,  we are ready to proceed .   Our next  wi tness 

has ind icated that  she wi l l  take the oath.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning.  

LT-COL THEPA :    Morning.   Morning,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :   P lease state  your  name for  the record ,  fu l l  

name.  

LT-COL THEPA :    My name is  Kelebogi le  Thepa.  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Do you swear that  the evidence you are 

going to g ive is  the t ruth,  the who le t ruth,  noth ing but  the 

t ruth?  I f  so,  p lease ra ise your r igh t  hand and say,  “So help 

me God ” .  

LT-COL THEPA :    So help me God.  

KELEBOGILE THEPA   (d.s.s. )  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

QUESTIONS BY ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you,  

Chai rperson.   Ms Thepa,  p lease conf i rm that  you have in  

f ront  of  you two  whi te f i les,  one conta in ing your  wi tness 20 

statement  and another  one conta in ing your annexure 

bundle.  

LT-COL THEPA :   I  do have both ,  thank you.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Wi th respect  to  the f i le  conta in ing your 

wi tness statement ,  p lease conf i rm that  that  is  your  wi tness 
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s tatement .  

LT-COL THEPA :   I t  is  indeed my wi tness statement .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   And that  i t  was prepared for  purposes 

of  the evidence you in tend to g ive before the Commission.  

LT-COL THEPA :   That  is  correct .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Can I  ask you to turn to  page 27 of  

your  wi tness statement ,  p lease .  

LT-COL THEPA :   I  am on 27.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you.   And do you conf i rm that  i s  

your  statement  that  appears at  the top of  page 27?  10 

LT-COL THEPA :   My s ignature,  that  is  cor rect .   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Your s ignature .   My apologies .   That  

appears.  

LT-COL THEPA :   That  has correct .   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you.   Do you conf i rm the 

correctness of  your  statement  and stand by i ts  contents?  

LT-COL THEPA :   That  has correct .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you,  Ms Thepa,  can I  ask you to  

turn to  page 2,  p lease,  of  your  wi tness statement  and can 

we begin wi th paragraph 1 on page 2 and I  ask you to read 20 

that  in to the record,  p lease.  

LT-COL THEPA :   - :  

 “ I  am an adul t  female pol ice of f icer  in  

the Ekurhuleni  Metropol i tan Pol ice  

Department ,  EMPD.  I  ho ld the rank of  
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a  L ieutenant  Co lonel .   P r io r  to  my 

deployment  to  my cur rent  s tat ion  I  was 

the EMPD spokesperson and Head of  

the EMPD Media  and Publ ic  Rela t ions 

uni t .   The fac ts set  out  in  th is  

statement  are wi th in my personal  

knowledge unless otherwise stated or  

ind icated by the context .   To the ex tent  

possib le or  feasib le,  I  wi l l  a t tach any 

documents I  re ly  on in  substant ia t ion of  10 

averments I  make. ”  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Ms Thepa,  immediate ly thereaf ter ,  you 

wi l l  see a heading t i t led “Background or  Serv ice H istory ” .   

That  is  paragraph 4 of  your  statement .   P lease share very 

br ie f ly  wi th  the Commission your serv ice h istory at  EMPD.  

LT-COL THEPA :   Commissioners,  I  s tar ted wi th the  EMP D 

in 2009 as a Constable,  t ra ined,  of  course,  at  the  

Ekurhuleni  Metro  Pol ice Department 's  Tra in ing Academy in  

KwaThema.   I  was then deployed at  Tembisa Precinct ,  

where I  was a Constable there .   Whi ls t  a t  Tembisa Precinct ,  20 

I  then moved to the Freeway Uni t ,  where I  had operated .   

From the Freeway Uni t ,  I  was then seconded to the Tra in ing  

Academy as an inst ructor .   Whi ls t  an inst ructor ,  I  was 

appointed and promoted to an Inspector  in  2014 .    

 I  then cont inued the serv ices wi th in the t ra in ing  
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academy and fu r thermore,  I  was fur ther  p romoted in  2019 

as a Super intendent .   I  was then deployed at  the  Winnie 

Mandela Precinct  Stat ion in  Tembisa,  where I  was a Shi f t  

Commander .    

 And whi ls t  there ,  I  had completed my LLB and 

ident i f ied by the Di rector  of  the region who had then taken 

to maybe celebrate the fact  that  I  had acqui red th is  and 

said  you know,  she would much ra ther  refer  me to an of f ice 

where I  would be more helpfu l  and she then refer red me to 

the of f i ce of  the  Deputy Chief  o f  Pol ice,  then who was 10 

Commissioner Mzolo .   Commissioner Mzolo then refer red  

me to the of f i ce o f  the Chief  o f  Pol ice,  and that  has where I  

had been work ing  and being Chief  Ma piyeye.    

 Dur ing my t ime in  the EMPD, I  was again the  

Commander for  the VIP Uni t ,  and th is  was,  amongst  others,  

responsib le for  the conveyance and the protect ion  of  the 

Ci ty  Manager,  Dr  Imogen Mashazi .   So in  2021,  I  was then 

appointed the f i rs t  female spokesperson of  the department ,  

which is  s t i l l  my designat ion,  only  that  I  am redeployed to  

the OR Tambo In ternat ional  A i rpor t  as  precinct  Commander  20 

there.   Thank you.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you.   And at tached at  paragraph 

7 of  your  wi tness statement  is  your  CV marked KX1 .   You 

conf i rm that?  

LT-COL THEPA ;   I  do conf i rm i t ,  Commissioners.  
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ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Our next  heading then re lates to an  

overv iew of  your  ro le as spokesperson at  EMPD .  Can I  ask 

you that  you te l l  the Commission  what  your  dut ies as an 

EMPD spokesperson involve.  

LT-COL THEPA :   So the dut ies as  the spokesperson would  

be,  in  essence,  d isseminat ion of  in format ion by the  

department .   You know,  being a  spokesperson,  you speak 

on behal f  o f  a  department  where the Chief  o f  Pol ice is  

accountable to  same.    

 So by v i r tue of  speaking on behal f  o f  a  department  10 

and being a representat ive of  such,  you speak on behal f  o f  

the Chief  o f  Pol ice  and the dut ies would be tak ing th ings 

l ike conduct ing in terv iews when requests are being put ,  

publ icat ion of  death not ices wi th in  the department ,  and the 

c i rcu lat ion of  media re leases that  would have been 

compi led by the department ,  and of  course tak ing a l l  sor ts  

of  media enqui r ies  that  would have been d i rected to the 

department  for  that  purpose.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   In  paragraph 8.2,  s t i l l  on page 3 you 

have ind icated there that  in  addi t ion to conduct ing  20 

in terv iews,  your  ro le a lso involves responding to basic  

media enqui r ies  f rom var ious stakeholders .   What  k ind of  

s takeholders does that  inc lude?  

LT-COL THEPA :   I t  would be media ,  i t  would be members of  

the publ ic ,  i t  would be those that  are coming fo rward and 



    14 NOVEMBER 2025 – DAY 33 

Page 6  o f  140  

 

 

report ing anyth ing that  would be l inked to the EMPD .  So 

the f i rs t  l ine of  communicat ion,  i t  would be that  i t  sends to 

me and I  would have to then d isseminate i t  in  the  var ious 

sect ions of  the department .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Paragraph 9 of  your  wi tness statement  

on page 4,  p lease  go there .   

LT-COL THEPA :   Yes.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   You set  out  how your  ro le as EMPD 

spokesperson f i ts  in  a broader context  wi th in the Ci ty .   

P lease descr ibe that  in  deta i l  to  the Commission.  10 

LT-COL THEPA :   So the c i ty  of  Ekurhuleni  does have a  

Communicat ions and Brand Management  Department ,  and 

those are the custodians of  communicat ions wi th in the c i t y .   

And fu r thermore,  f rom the pol icy that  has been draf ted,  they 

had made provis ion fo r  four  sect ions or  four  departments 

wi th in the c i t y  where spokespersons are appointed .   We are  

now ta lk ing the Ekurhuleni  Met ro Pol ice Department ,  where  

I  am assigned to and speak fo r  the  department .    

 We are ta lk ing  the Disaster  and Emergency 

Management  Serv ices,  where Mr Wi l l iam Nt ladi  i s  20 

responsib le for .   We are ta lk ing  the Of f ice of  the Ci ty  

Manager,  where  Mr Zwel i  Dlamin i ,  who is  the Ci ty  

Spokesperson again,  is  assigned to .   And of  course,  the 

Of f ice of  the Execut ive Mayor,  where another  spokesperson 

is  assigned.  
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ADV MOTLHASEDI :   You can cont inue to paragraph 10 as 

wel l .  

LT-COL THEPA :   Okay,  so despi te  these demarcat ions in  

area of  responsib i l i ty ,  the EMPD st ructure of  the media and 

PR uni t  makes provis ion fo r  only  two posts or  posi t ions,  

being one,  a  L ieutenant  Colonel  or  a Chief  Super intendent  

and the other  being an Inspector ,  which is  held by Inspector  

Kobedi  Mokheseng.    

 A  request  was fur ther  made to the  department  due 

to the nature and extent  of  the work that  is  being conducted 10 

to expand the team and we were  qui te  fo r tunate to have 

people seconded to the team, making a to ta l  o f  n ine  

members respons ib le for  the three regions of  Ekurhuleni ,  

be ing the nor thern region,  southern region,  and the  eastern  

region,  and on a 24 -hour basis,  in  essence.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Colonel  Thepa,  st i l l  in  paragraph 10,  

you say there that ,  th is  i s  the second sentence ,  you ind icate 

that  a request  was made to expand the team due to reasons 

that  EMPD generated qui te  a b i t  o f  media at tent ion .   P lease 

expla in what  you mean by that .  20 

LT-COL THEPA :   You would understand that  our  ro le and 

responsib i l i t y  as,  or  rather  our  mandate,  is  that  of  t ra f f ic  law 

enforcement ,  munic ipal  by law enforcement ,  and cr ime 

prevent ion .   So having to branch i t  out  would get  enqui r ies  

per ta in ing to the munic ipal  by laws,  per ta in ing  to the 
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successes that  we would have as a department ,  per ta in ing 

to any other  compla ints .   So in  essence,  i t  would just  be a  

demarcat ion of  a l l  that .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you.   That  then br ings us to 

paragraph 11 of  your  wi tness statement  on page 4 .   I t  

begins a new theme t i t led “The b lue l ights scandal ” .   Can I  

ask you to descr ibe wi th reference to paragraph 11 the  

events you set  ou t  f rom there and subsequent ly .  

LT-COL THEPA :   So on the 2 n d  o f  February in  2023,  I  

received a ca l l  f rom a Mr Jef f  Wicks ,  who is  a journal is t  o r  10 

c la imed to be a journal is t ,  making enqui r ies  about  cer ta in 

documentat ion that  he had in  possession .   But  what  he had 

seeked f rom me on the cal l  was to furn ish my e -mai l  

address,  which I  d id ,  and he then sent  me the  media  

enqui ry .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   To assist  you,  In  responding to my 

next  few quest ions,  Colonel ,  cou ld I  ask you to  go to  

paragraph,  my apologies,  to  page 10 of  your  annexure 

bundle .   So i f  you go to your other  f i le ,  you go to page 10.  

LT-COL THEPA :   I  am on page 10.  20 

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you.   P lease then turn back to 

your wi tness statement ,  paragraph 12 on page 5 .    

LT-COL THEPA :   Yes,  mam.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Yes,  and then …[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Sorry,  Ms Mot lhasedi ,  we are  looking at  
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what  annexure?   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Annexure KX3,  Commissioner,  on page 

10.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Thank you.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you.   Colonel ,  we are  then on 

page 5 of  your  wi tness statement ,  and I  would  inv i te  you to  

descr ibe and d iscuss,  you know,  w i th the Commission f rom 

page 12,  f rom paragraph 12,  the enqui ry  you received f rom 

Mr Wicks.   and you can have reference to the actua l  e -mai l  

i tse l f  in  your  annexure bundle .    10 

LT-COL THEPA :   Okay.   So the enqui ry  was accompanied 

by a s ingle page document  ent i t led  “Let ter  of  Conf i rmat ion ” ,  

s igned by Br igad ier  Mkhwanazi ,  o f  course .   I  immediate ly  

recognized the s ignature as i t  is  marked as KX2.   So the e-

mai l  read as fo l lows .   

 “Good morning,  Sup .   Thank you for  

coming back to  me so prompt ly .   I  

approach you today regard ing a story 

that  we are pursuing which cent res  on 

a Pretor ia -based secur i t y  f i rm cal led  20 

CAT VIP.   Accord ing to PSIRA,  CAT 

Protect ion  and Secur i t y  (Pty)  Ltd  

…[indist inct ]  VIP Protect ion Serv ices ,  

PSIRA 2748723 is  registered wi th  the 

author i ty  as a secur i ty  serv ice provider  
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s ince 07 June 2018 .   I  have in  my 

posi t ion correspondence under  the 

le t terhead of  the Ci ty  of  Ekurhuleni  and 

the Met ropol i tan  Pol ice Department .   I t  

is  dated to 16 October 2021 and is  

s igned by Br igad ier  JD Mkhwanaz i  o f  

Specia l i sed Serv ices .   I t  i s  a t tached fo r  

your  ease of  reference. ”  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Ms Thepa,  can I  ask you to conf i rm  the  

nature of  that  document  referenced by Mr Wicks.   I f  you 10 

turn to  annexure KX2,  which is  on page 7 of  your  annexure 

bundle,  KX2 on page 7 of  your  annexure bundle.  

LT-COL THEPA :   Yes,  so  I  had received th is  as an 

at tachment  to  the  e -mai l .   So the le t ter  reads :   

 “To whom i t  may concern f rom JD 

Mkhwanazi ,  Act ing Deputy Munic ipal  

Pol ice,  Commissioner /Br igadier :  

Specia l i zed Serv ices . ”  

 I t  is  o f  course on an EMPD and Ci ty  of  Ekurhuleni 's  

le t terhead.   I t  reads:  20 

 “Date 16 October 2021,  le t te r  of  

conf i rmat ion .   This le t ter  serves to 

conf i rm that  the Ekurhuleni  

Metropol i tan Pol ice Department  

(EMPD),  under the command of  Act ing  



    14 NOVEMBER 2025 – DAY 33 

Page 11  o f  140  

 

 

Deputy Munic ipal  Pol ice  

Commissioner /Br igadier  JD Mkhwanazi  

o f  Specia l i zed Serv ices,  has an 

endless work ing re lat ionship  and 

memorandum of  understanding wi th 

CAT VIP to assist  EMPD of f icers in  any 

VIP protect ion and secur i ty  serv ices in  

and out  of  the Ci ty  of  Ekurhuleni . ”  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you.   And in  the remainder of  

the le t ter ,  the wr i ter  sets out  cer ta in vehic les .   Do you see 10 

those there?  

LT-COL THEPA :   That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   And how many vehic les are  l is ted  

there?  

LT-COL THEPA :   There a re seven vehic les l is ted.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   A t  the bot tom,  of  that  page,  p lease 

in form the Commission what  appears at  the bot tom of  that  

page on page 7.  

LT-COL THEPA :   What  appears  at  the bot tom,  i t  is  the 

s ignature of  JD Mkhwanazi ,  a lso the Act ing Deputy  20 

Munic ipal  Pol ice Commissioner /Br igadier .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you.   Colonel ,  i f  we go back to  

your wi tness statement ,  in  the f ina l  sentence of  paragraph 

12,  where  you were,  paragraph 12,  you say there that  when 

you looked at  the document  ent i t led  “Let ter  of  
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Conf i rmat ion ” ,  the document  we just  had regard to now  

…[intervenes] .  

LT-COL THEPA :   Yes.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   You say there,  I  immediate ly 

recognized the  s ignature .   P lease descr ibe  to the 

Commission why you said that .  

LT-COL THEPA :   Commissioners ,  you would understand 

that  as par t  o f  my process and exper ience wi th in the  EMPD, 

I  had worked under Specia l i zed and Operat ions where the 

Commanders would be responsib le for  s ign ing  var ious 10 

documentat ions,  i t  be operat ional  p lans,  our  t ime sheets,  

and var ious other  communique wi th in the Ci ty .   So i t  was 

easy fo r  me to ident i fy  and recognize such a s ignature.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   S t i l l  on page 5 of  your  wi tness 

statement ,  in  paragraph 13,  you share more deta i l s  about  

the enqui ry  f rom Mr Wicks.   P lease cont inue.  

LT-COL THEPA :   So paragraph 13,  Mr Wicks a lso  shared 

two v ideo c l ips v ia WhatsApp .   That  is  to  my number .    

 “The v ideos had been c i rcu lat ing on 

socia l  media and involved a woman 20 

subsequent ly  ident i f ied as  the 

wi fe /par tner  of  Mr Vusimuzi  Mat la la,  

who was seen being fer r ied to  the 

a i rpor t  in  a vehic le ostensib ly  l inked to  

the EMPD and f i t ted wi th b lue l ights .   
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The lady said,  the th i rd lady rather ,  

then posed wi th a  capt ion,  “#Mama Cat  

N her  f leet . ”  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   P lease cont inue.  

LT-COL THEPA :   To proper ly  respond to the enqui ry ,  I  then 

approached Commissioner Spies.   He was the Deputy Chief  

o f  Pol ice wi th the t i t le  Commissioner Spies,  who was then 

the act ing Chief  o f  Pol ice at  the t ime due to the fact  that  the 

Chief  o f  Pol ice was on leave of  absence .    

 And because,  o f  course,  we are not ,  the to  10 

document  looked very,  very suspic ious .   I  mean,  how does 

one then reduce to wr i t ing someth ing that  would speak to 

whom i t  may concern?   

 So,  but  above a l l ,  what  caught  my at tent ion was the  

fact  that  i t  was on an EMPD let terhead .   So in  the event  

that  i t  needed to be authent icated,  th is  would be the 

process then to do i t .    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   And so,  was i t ,  you know,  a standard 

response fo r  you to take a media enqui ry  to  an Act ing Chief  

o f  Pol ice,  or  was th is  a s i tuat ion that  warranted something 20 

out  of  the ord inary?  

LT-COL THEPA :   I t  depends on the complexi ty  of  the  

mat ter .   When we speak of  an enqui ry  on what  would be 

i l legal  dumping that  would be refer red to as par t  o f  our  

munic ipal  by laws,  then I  would d i rect  such correspondence 
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to  the Di rector  responsib le for  the bylaw sect ion in  that  

aspect .   But  I  had said that  when you speak,  or  rather  when 

you are the spokesperson for  the department ,  you speak on 

behal f  o f  the Account ing Of f icer .   I t  was only f i t t ing that  he 

has again in formed of  the occur rence or  what  has been 

brought  to  the  at tent ion  of  the  department  as a media  

enqui ry .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Colonel ,  i f  I  take you back to page 10 

in  the annexure bundle,  page 10 .   This is  s t i l l  the e -mai l  o f  

Mr Jef f  Wicks to yoursel f  o f  the 2 n d  o f  February.  10 

LT-COL THEPA :   Yes,  Mam.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   You have  taken the Commission 

through the in t roductory paragraphs,  as wel l  as the fact  that  

two v ideos were provided to you v ia WhatsApp .   Towards 

the end of  that  page,  you wi l l  see there  is  a heading there  

t i t led “Quest ions ” .   Do you see that?  

LT-COL THEPA :   Yes,  indeed.   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   And p lease take the Commission  

through the quest ions d i rected to you f rom Mr Wicks.  

LT-COL THEPA :   So the quest ions f rom Mr Wicks were that  20 

quest ion number one :  

 “P lease conf i rm that  my assert ion  

regard ing the Road Traf f i c  Act  p rohib i ts  

the use of  b lue l ight ,  b lue dash l ights  

and s i rens are fo r  the exclusive use of  
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law enforcement  is  cor rect .   P lease,  

can you expla in the substance of  the 

le t ter  f rom Mkhwanazi?  How does th is  

pr ivate f i rm assist  EMPD of f icers in  any 

VIP protect ion and secur i ty  serv ices ?  

P lease,  could you supply me wi th a  

copy of  a  memorandum of  

understanding as ment ioned in  th is  

le t ter?  Do you acknowledge that  i t  is  

uncommon for  pr ivate secur i t y  10 

companies to have th is  author i t y  

bestowed upon them ?  Can you p lease 

descr ibe the re la t ionship between the  

EMPD and Mr Mata la ,  in te r  a l ia  h is  

company,  as we wi l l  asser t  that  th is  is  

proof  of  connect ions of  undue in f luence 

in  a law enforcement  body . ”  

 And the last  quest ion was that :   

“P lease feel  f ree to add anyth ing 

beyond th is  which may be per t inent .   20 

K indly note tha t  the deadl ine  for  

response is  c lose of  business 

tomorrow.   P lease speak to me i f  you 

requi re more t ime. ”  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   And in  paragraph 16,  you then deta i l  
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the response you received ,  paragraph 16 of  your  wi tness 

statement .  

LT-COL THEPA :   Yes.   So what  had happened is  

Commissioner Sp ies had fur ther  taken to respond to the 

media enqui r ies  in  saying that  th is  le t ter  looked very i l legal .   

So he then,  I  suspect ,  took steps to ver i fy  i f  the l is ted 

vehic les were indeed registered under the EMPD or  other  

EMM's f leet .    

 And then he fur ther  sponsored a response,  and the 

response which I  had to take to considerat ion and which I  10 

d id consider  and worked on the core agendas and fur ther  

f in ished i t  as an o f f ic ia l  response f rom the department .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   So,  Colonel ,  a t  the end of  paragraph  

16 of  your  wi tness statement ,  you at tach there annexure 

KX3.   Can I  ask you to then go to  page 8 ,  page 8 of  your  

annexure bundle,  the other  f i le .  

LT-COL THEPA :   Yes.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :    So you wi l l  see th is  is  the same 

annexure we were work ing f rom,  which is  moving 

backwards.   And page 8 there,  i s  a document .   P lease 20 

ident i fy  fo r  the Commission what  th is  document  is .  

LT-COL THEPA :   So th is  document  is  an e -mai l  f rom 

Commissioner Revo Spies to mysel f ,  Kelebogi le  Thepa,  and 

had cc’d  L ize l  Tyres and Ivan Du P lessis ,  L ize l  Tyres being 

the PA at  the Of f ice of  the Chief  o f  Pol ice,  and Ivan Du  
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P lessis being the  Staf f  Of f icer ,  and again,  a lso cc’d  Henie  

Erasmus,  who is  Head of  our  In ternal  Af fa i rs  Un i t ,  and 

where he had sa id that ,  the  subject  was of  course being 

“Request  for  comments,  News24 invest igat ion ” .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   So when you have a look at  that  e -

mai l ,  which you say is  the response to you f rom 

Commissioner Spies,  i s  that  correct?  

LT-COL THEPA :   That  is  correct ,  Commissione rs.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   P lease read for  the Commission what  

that  f i rs t  opening sentence is  in  h is  e -mai l .  10 

LT-COL THEPA :   So what  he had reduced to wr i t ing as h is 

response,  the f i rs t  opening l ine is :  

 “This i s  an i l legal  le t ter /decis ion. ”  

 And then he fur ther  states that  he wi l l  then refer ,  i t  

reads:  

 “ I  wi l l  re fer  i t  to  L ieutenant  Colonel  

Erasmus fo r  p roper invest igat ion . ”  

 And he makes fur ther  submissions in  saying that :  

 “No c iv i l ians can be a l lowed to 

impersonate pol ice of f icers at  a l l .   And 20 

the fact  that  th is  le t ter  was actual ly  

issued assist  these pr ivate ind iv iduals  

in  commit t ing  the cr ime of  

impersonat ion .   I t  is  thus par t  o f  the  

cr ime.   I  have addressed the query ,  but  
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i t  needs to be proper ly  vent i la ted  and 

conf i rmed wi th maybe Deputy  Chief  o f  

Pol ice,  Mzolo,  as  wel l .   There are no 

formal  MOU ’s,  and the of f icers act  out  

of  the i r  own personal  conduct ,  

accord ing to me. ”  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Colonel  Thepa,  the remainder of  th is  

e-mai l  f rom Commissioner Spies u t i l ises 2 co lours .   Do you 

see that?  

LT-COL THEPA :   That  has correct .  10 

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   There are  f ive paragraphs there .   

Could you expla in  to  the Commission what  the purpose is  of  

each of  those separate paragraphs and the d i f ference in  the  

colours,  what  that  represents?  

LT-COL THEPA :   Okay.   So what  the colour  coord inat ion is  

that  what  is  being captured as b lack,  that  would  be the  

quest ions that  Mr  Wicks had posed to the department .   And 

what  is  inser ted  in  red,  i t  would be the responses that  

Commissioner Sp ies had provided for  considerat ion .   And i t  

just  moves on accord ing to the number ing of  the quest ions 20 

and the responses g iven fo r  each quest ion.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   And i f  you stay in  your  annexed 

bundle,  but  you turn to  page 9 ,  s t i l l  in  your  annexed bundle ,  

turn to  page 9 .   What  i s  that?  Could you read that  f ina l  

paragraph in  the e -mai l  f rom Commissioner Spies?  I t  says,  
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“Can I  therefore ” ,  could you read that?  

LT-COL THEPA :   Okay,  i t  reads :  

 “Can I  therefore request  that  th is  not  

be d ivu lged yet  in  order  fo r  us to  

invest igate th is  mat ter  u rgent ly  before  

the evidence is  being removed or  

dest royed.   Once we have a l l  the  

evidence,  then we can in i t ia te  the 

correct  recourse and i t  w i l l  not  mat ter  

anymore. ”  10 

 And he s igns i t  o f f  wi th  k ind regards,  Rev o Spies,  

Deputy Munic ipa l  Pol ice Commissioner,  Auxi l ia ry and 

Support  Serv ices.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Colonel  Thepa,  can we then go back to  

your wi tness statement .   You had just  f in ished wi th 

paragraph 16,  so we are now paragraph 17 on page 6 .  

LT-COL THEPA :   Yes.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   A t  th is  juncture,  you have rece ived the 

response f rom Commissioner Spies .   

LT-COL THEPA :   That  is  correct .  20 

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   So p lease deta i l  your  next  s teps wi th 

reference to paragraph 17.  

LT-COL THEPA :   So I  worked on the …[indist inc t ]  and I  

reduced to wr i t ing a fo rmal  response to Mr Wicks,  which in  

essence was that  the document  does not  look authent ic ,  but  
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that  an in ternal  invest igat ion was being in i t ia ted and 

conducted.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   And that  then is  the content  o f  what  is  

t ransmi t ted to Mr Wicks,  i s  that  cor rect?  

LT-COL THEPA :   Cor rect .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Just  for  conf i rmat ion purposes,  could I  

ask you to p lease tu rn to  page 19,  page 19 o f  your  

annexure bundle.  

LT-COL THEPA :   I  am on page 19.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   P lease have regard there to  10 

paragraph,  le t  us  actual ly  s ta r t ,  could I  ask you to  turn to  

page 18,  actual ly  and read that  heading in  bold  to  the 

Commission,  p lease,  at  the top of  page 18.  

LT-COL THEPA :   The top of  page 18,  i t  is  a  statement  

under oath in  Eng l ish of  Kelebogi le  Thepa.   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   And th is  i s  a  statement  you prepared 

for  what  purposes?  

LT-COL THEPA :   This was par t  o f  what  would  be an 

invest igat ion in to the a l legat ion.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Indeed.   And then could I  ask  you to 20 

turn to  paragraph 4 of  that  s tatement .  

LT-COL THEPA :   Paragraph 4.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Are you there?  

LT-COL THEPA :   Yes,  I  am.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   And could I  ask you to read the  second 
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sentence of  paragraph 4 ,  second sentence of  paragraph 4 ,  

i t  s tar ts  “ the department  submit ted ” .   

LT-COL THEPA :   Yes.  

 “The department  submit ted  the  

responses to  the media  house  

responding to the quest ions posed .   

The department  furn ished the fo l lowing 

responses in  verbat im. ”  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you,  Colonel  Thepa.   

Commissioners,  a t  the t ime of  prepar ing Ms Thepa 's wi tness 10 

statement ,  we were unable to  source the exact  e -mai l  that  

was t ransmi t ted to Mr Wicks.   However,  i t  is  repl i cated here 

in  verbat im in  the af f idavi t  that  she provided to IPID.   And 

do you conf i rm the cor rectness of  that?  

LT-COL THEPA :   I  do conf i rm the cor rectness .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you.   And so just  to  conclude 

then,  Ms Thepa,  upon receipt  o f  the responses f rom 

Commissioner  Spies  that  we have worked through,  you then 

modi f ied or  edi ted the responses and provided tha t  to  Mr 

Wicks in  response to h is  media enqui ry .  20 

LT-COL THEPA :   That  is  correct ,  Commissioner s.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Okay.   Could I  then ask you to turn 

back to page 6 of  your  wi tness statement ,  page 6?  

LT-COL THEPA :   I  am on page 6.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   We are on paragraph 19 .   So a f ter  you 
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submi t ted the response to Mr Je f f  Wicks,  what  were any  

fur ther  developments thereaf ter .  

LT-COL THEPA :   On the 8 t h  o f  February 2023,  I  received 

another  e-mai l  f rom Mr Wicks,  again inser ted and I  would  

read i t  in to record ,  which said :   

 “Good morning,  Chief  Sup .   P lease see 

fo l low-up quest ions below as regards 

the memorandum previously sent  to  

you.   I t  is  my in format ion tha t  the 

fo l lowing vehic les  are registered to  the  10 

EMM, Ekurhulen i  Metro Munic ipal i ty  

Fleet . ”  

 And he l is ted three vehic les there wi th the  

regist rat ions Del ta L ima 03 Hote l  Hote l  Gol f  Papa,  Ju l ie t  

Papa 35 Jul ie t  Whiskey Gol f  Papa,  Bravo Zulu 99 Char l ie  

K i lo  Gol f  Papa .   And h is two quest ions that  he posed to the 

department  was,  number one being :  

 “A re these EMPD vehic les ? ”  

 And the second was :  

 “Have these vehic les ever  been 20 

a l located to EMPD? ”  

 And then he c losed i t  o f f  wi th :   

 “P lease,  may I  have the f i rs t  round of  

responses today and these tomorrow ?  

Many thanks. ”  
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ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you.   And when you turn over  

the page in  your  wi tness statement ,  when you tu rn over  the  

page at  paragraph 20,  you at tach an Annexure KX5 ,  which  

ref lects the contents of  what  you have just  read.   Do you 

conf i rm that?  

LT-COL THEPA :   I  do conf i rm,  Commissioner s.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you.   What  then was your 

response to th is  fo l low -up enqui ry  f rom Mr Wicks.   

LT-COL THEPA :   I  had remembered that  I  had fo rwarded to 

Commissioner  Sp ies  for  fur ther  handl ing ,  but  fur thermore,  10 

that ,  you know,  as the EMPD, we do not  have,  or  rather ,  we 

do not  res ide wi th the powers of  checking the f lee t  of  the 

EMM and that  i s  the sole responsib i l i t y  of  the Transport  

Department .    

 So wi th in a l l  vehic les that  a re under Ekurhuleni  

Munic ipal i ty ,  they are cont ro l led f rom the Transport  

Department  where there  is  a proxy who has been assigned 

for  the administ rat ion purposes of  the said vehic les .   So i t  

was not  anyth ing  that  was easi ly  accessib le fo r  me at  that  

s tage,  but  I  would,  o f  course,  resor ted to expla in ing that  20 

e lement  to  h im,  that  i t  is  not  in format ion that  I  have in  

possession.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   And can I  ask you to have regard to  

what  i s  conta ined at  paragraph 21 of  your  statement?  

LT-COL THEPA :   Yes.  
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ADV MOTLHASEDI :   The second last  sentence in  paragraph 

21,  i t  s ta r ts  wi th “ I  d i rected the ” .   Do you see that ,  

paragraph 21? 

LT-COL THEPA :   Paragraph 21,  yes.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Could  you address the Commissioners  

wi th respect  to  that?  

LT-COL THEPA :   Okay,  so the  in format ion sought  in  

re lat ion to the  vehic les was not  easi l y  accessib le  as the  

Transport  Department  Fleet  Sect ion is  responsib le  for  the 

management  of  a l l  EMM vehic les .   There is  one proxy 10 

a l located for  the  Ci ty 's  f leet ,  named Mr Chr is  Steyn.   I  

d i rected the fu r ther  enqui ry  to  Commissioner  Spies,  but  I  do  

not  recal l  whether  I  had obta ined responses to these fur ther  

enqui r ies  or  quest ions.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   And to your knowledge then,  when d id  

the b lue l ights story by Mr Jef f  Wicks  break?  When d id the  

story come out?  

LT-COL THEPA :   So between,  in  February,  he was busy 

doing the media  enqui r ies  and I  th ink ear ly  in  March,  

between la te February,  ear ly  March,  that  has when the story  20 

broke and i t  drew such t ract ion.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   P lease cont inue f rom paragraph 23 

and te l l  the Commission about  the impact  of  the s tory and 

the response,  i f  any,  f rom your of f ice.  

LT-COL THEPA :   The story was indeed massive and I  
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received more media enqui r ies .   The consistent  theme was 

what  was the outcome of  the  invest igat ion in to the conduct  

of  Br igadier  Mkhwanazi  and what  steps d id the department  

in tend to take in  respect  of  consequence management .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   P lease proceed.  

LT-COL THEPA :   The Media  and PR uni t ,  as  I  had 

expla ined ear l ie r ,  const i tu ted members,  about  n ine 

members as media l iz ing of f icers .   I  had taken th is  story on 

as  the Head of  Media  and PR by v i r tue of  the  complexi ty  

that  i t  came wi th i t .   And then f rom me having in i t ia ted and 10 

having received the enqui ry ,  I  just  cont inued wi th  fur ther  

enqui r ies .   which  I  would get  regular  quer ies again f rom 

var ious media agencies and news agencies .   We are  ta lk ing 

the l ikes of  your  News24,  IOL,  so i t  is  Dai ly  Sun,  the  l ikes.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   And of  the members of  the Media and 

PR uni t ,  who handled the TV or  the radio in terv iews and 

who,  you know,  took on the task of  responding to the  fur ther  

enqui r ies  that  you descr ibe in  paragraph 24.  

LT-COL THEPA :   We have not  responded as a department 

to  fur ther  enqui r ies ,  yes,  because at  that  t ime,  I  would have 20 

in formed the of f ice of  the Ci ty  Manager that ,  you know,  le t  

us have a conso l idated type of  approach when having to  

respond to such th ings.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Okay.   I f  you have a look at  paragraph 

24 of  your  wi tness statement .  
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LT-COL THEPA :   Yes.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   In  the last  sentence,  you say,  “ I  

regular ly  received quer ies and fo l low -up quest ions f rom 

var ious news agencies . ”   Do you see that?  

LT-COL THEPA :   Yes.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Then,  you know,  were these quer ies  

and fo l low-up quest ions ever  responded to ,  and i f  so,  who 

handled the responsib i l i ty  of  responding?  

LT-COL THEPA :   I  would d i rect  them to the of f i ce  of  the  

Ci ty  Manager tha t  the Ci ty 's  spokesperson takes charge of  10 

i t ,  because now they  are making enqui r ies  on mat ters that  

would not  fa l l  wi th in the  competency of  a  department .   We 

are speaking Human Resource re lated mat ters  as to i ssues 

of  d isc ip l ine,  what  steps is  the department  tak ing .   I t  would 

not  be the prerogat ive of  the depar tment  but  that  of  Human 

Resources.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Colonel  Thepa,  can I  ask you to 

expound fur ther  on what  you just  sa id wi th reference to  

paragraph 25 and 26?  So i f  you turn over  the page,  your  

wi tness statement ,  page 8,  and you just  expla in  to  the 20 

Commission a l i t t le  b i t  more about  what  you just  sa id about  

the competencies .  

LT-COL THEPA :   So being a  spokesperson for  the 

department ,  I  speak fo r  the pol ic ing leg of  the Metro Pol ice  

Department  and Zwel i  who is  responsib le,  or  rather  is  the  
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spokesperson fo r  the Ci ty  of  Ekurhuleni ,  wi l l  then be bet te r  

p laced to respond to quest ions that  are HR re lated,  

t ransport  re lated,  department  re lated,  but  mine was real ly  

rest r i c ted to the pol ic ing leg of  the Ci ty .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   And i f  you have regard to  paragraph 

25 of  your  wi tness statement  …[intervenes] .  

LT-COL THEPA :   Yes.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   The last  sentence of  paragraph 2 5.  

LT-COL THEPA :   Yes,  i t  reads :  

 “ I  suggested that  EMPD as wel l  as the  10 

Of f ice of  the Ci ty  Manager issue a 

comprehensive  response,  that  

whatever  in fo rmat ion the Of f ice of  the 

Ci ty  Manager would seek as  a 

department  we are able to  provide,  and 

that  her  of f ice then takes charge in  

responding to what  would be the  

Human Resource e lement  of  i t ,  the 

Transport  Department  e lement  of  i t ,  

because i t  is  noth ing that  the EMPD is  20 

having jur isd ict ion in ,  in  that  regard. ”  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Wi th reference to paragraph 26 of  your  

wi tness statement ,  what  was your  mot ivat ion fo r  p roposing 

a jo in t  s tatement  between EMPD and the Of f ice of  the Ci ty  

Manager?  
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LT-COL THEPA :   Above anyth ing e lse,  i t  would  be that  

which would be conf l i c t ing statements coming out  f rom the 

same inst i tu t ion  deal ing wi th the same mat ter ,  but  ye t  there  

would be conf l ic t  wi th  the statement ,  and that  you know,  

again,  the quest ions were rather  technica l  and requi red 

fur ther  engagement  wi th other  departments that  I  would not  

be able to  acqui re,  and that  the of f ice of  the Ci ty  Manager 

would be bet te r  p laced .    

 And th is  again,  the quest ions requi red technica l  

response,  and the of f ice of  the Ci ty  Manager could  quick ly 10 

assist  wi th  d i rect ing that  a proper response be obta ined 

f rom var ious agencies l i ke Fleet ,  HR,  etcetera .   And above 

a l l ,  again,  the ser iousness of  the issue a lso warranted a  

response to handle any fur ther  enqui ry .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you,  Colonel .   What  then was 

the response to your proposal?  

LT-COL THEPA :   I  was to ld to  back of f .   I  was to ld to  back 

of f  and a l low the of f i ce of  the Ci ty  Manager to  handle  

fur ther  media enqui r ies .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   And who to ld you to back of f?  20 

LT-COL THEPA :   I  was in formed by the spokesperson fo r 

the Ci ty  of  Ekurhu leni ,  Mr Zwel i  Dlamin i .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   And so,  af ter  the d i rect ion that  you 

a l low the Ci ty  Manager 's  of f ice  to  handle any fur ther 

enqui r ies  as they re late to  the b lue l ights i ssue,  what  was 
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your  sense of  the i r  response ?  P lease te l l  the Commission  

what  you considered thei r  in te rvent ion.  

LT-COL THEPA :   Thei r  e f fo r ts  d id very l i t t le  to  ca lm the  

storm,  d id very l i t t le  to  ca lm the f i re .   I  recal l  a t  a  stage Mr 

Dlamin i  was quoted saying that  the vehic les do indeed 

belong to the EMPD and that  he  was not  sure which uni t  

they have been a l located to .   I t  d id  not  make sense at  a l l ,  

but  nonetheless.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   And why do you say the  response 

provided by Mr Dlamin i  d id not  make any sense? 10 

LT-COL THEPA :   You know,  when we speak o f  EMPD 

vehic les,  we tend to know what  vehic les we have wi th in our  

f leet  by v i r tue of  being the end users .   So under no 

c i rcumstance can you come wi th a V -c lass and c la im i t  to  be 

an EMPD vehic le .   We know the type of  vehic les we have as 

operat ional  vehic les and those a l located,  of  course,  to  our  

VIP ’s under Protect ion Uni t .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   And just  as a quest ion of  c lar i ty ,  then 

you say in  paragraph 29 :  

“The use of  b lack BMW ’ s ,  the  types,  20 

the type as ident i f ied by Mr Wicks,  

were rest r ic ted to  VIP ’s. ”  

 Do you see that?  

LT-COL THEPA :   That  is  correct .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   And not  law enforcement .   Over the 
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page.  

LT-COL THEPA :   That  is  correct ,  Commissioners .   So under 

no c i rcumstance would you f ind a b lack BMW wi th in  the Ci ty  

of  Ekurhuleni  do ing law enforcement .   That  is  the same 

vehic le that  would never stop vehic les and enforce a t raf f i c  

v io lat ion or  anyth ing of  that  sor t .   But  they are d i rected 

sole ly  for  the purpose of  the conveyance of  our  pr inc ip a ls  

wi th in the Ekurhuleni  Munic ipal i ty .   That  would  be the  

Execut ive Mayors ,  the MMC ’s,  and other  c i ty  of f ic ia ls .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Your last  sentence in  paragraph 29,  i t  10 

is  at  the top of  page 9 of  your  wi tness statement .  

LT-COL THEPA :   Yes.   Oh,  yes.  

 “Therefore,  the lady in  the v ideo could  

not  lawfu l ly  be fe rr ied in  such a vehic le  

as she was not  an EMPD employee,  le t  

a lone a VIP that  we would know of . ”  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   And is  i t  therefore correct  that  in  your  

v iew,  the response provided by Mr Dlamin i  d id not  make 

sense when considered against  how the EMPD typica l l y  

uses the vehic les there ? 20 

LT-COL THEPA :   That  would be cor rect .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Colonel  Thepa . . [ in tervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Sorry,  Ms Mot lhasedi ,  the,  so far ,  Ms 

Thepa,  Colonel  Thepa has not  to ld  us what  vehic les,  Mr  

Wicks was enqui r ing about  and so that  paragraph 29 that  
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re fers to  BMW ’s does not  have a context .   Perhaps you 

should have the wi tness speak to page 7,  at  least ,  which is  

the le t ter  that  she says came wi th  the enqui ry ,  just  to  l is t  

for  the record the  model  of  the vehic les that  Mr Wicks was 

enqui r ing about .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you,  Commissioner .   Colonel ,  

Thepa,  could I  ask you to turn to  page 6 of  your  wi tness 

statement?   

ADV BALOYI SC :   Page 7.   Mine is  7.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Oh,  the wi tness statement ,  yes ,  10 

paragraph 19.    

LT-COL THEPA :   I  am there.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Are you there?   And just  to  remind 

you,  th is  i s  the  e -mai l  o f  the 8 t h  o f  February that  was sent  to  

you by Mr Jef f  Wicks .   Do you see that?  

LT-COL THEPA :   I t  is  correct .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you.   And ins ide the body of  the 

e-mai l ,  there is  some int roductory remarks and there is  a 

l is t  o f  cer ta in vehic les registered to EMM .   That  is  what  i s  

provided in  the e -mai l .  20 

LT-COL THEPA :   That  is  correct .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Could I  ask you wi th reference to the 

three vehic les ,  do you see them there ,  the three vehic les?  

Yes,  to  descr ibe the types of  vehic les that  were referenced 

there.  
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LT-COL THEPA :   The types of  vehic les referenced here,  I  

am not  p r ivy to  that  in format ion .   I  am making reference 

speci f ica l l y  to  the v ideo that  has been sent  by means of  

WhatsApp to me where you would see th is  vehic le has been 

d isp layed in  such a manner where  you are able to  ident i fy  

the make and models of  such vehic les .   Thank you,  

Commissioners.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   And for  c lar i t y  then,  the comment  you 

make in  paragraph 29 of  your  wi tness statement  concern ing  

the use of  b lack BMW ’ s ,  do you see that?  10 

LT-COL THEPA :   Cor rect ,  yes.   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Your evidence then is  tha t  your  

comment  there does  not  ref lect  the content  of  Jef f  Wick 's  e -

mai l  on the 8 t h  o f  February .   Is  that  correct?  

LT-COL THEPA :   That  would be a l igned ,  because i t  is  a  

fo l low-up f rom the in i t ia l  e -mai l  sent  on the 2 n d .   So i t  would  

be everyth ing inc lus ive and that  which has been of  a 

physica l  tangib le  th ing to be seen by me was the v ideo that  

has been sent  v ia  WhatsApp  and that  was when I  was able  

to  ident i fy  some o f  th is  f leet  of  vehic les.  20 

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   So the reference in  paragraph 29 to 

the use of  b lack BMW ’s is  a reference to the two WhatsApp 

v ideos sent  to  you by Mr Wicks.   Is  that  cor rect?  

LT-COL THEPA :   That  would be cor rect .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   On the 2 n d  o f  February as descr ibed in  
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paragraph 13 of  your  wi tness statement .  

LT-COL THEPA :   That  would be cor rect  and leading in to the 

fur ther  enqui r ies .   So in  essence,  I  would not  be in  a  

posi t ion to,  l ike I  sa id,  that  would be the sole responsib i l i ty  

of  the Transport  Department  under  the Fleet  sect ion .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you,  Colonel .   Colonel  Thepa, 

could I  then ask you to tu rn back to page 9 of  your  wi tness 

statement .  

LT-COL THEPA :   I  am on page 9.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   From paragraphs 30 to 32,  you set  out  10 

the af te rmath of  the b lue l ight  s to ry .   Could you deta i l  those 

events to  the Commission,  p lease?  

LT-COL THEPA :   So f rom paragraph 13 :   

 “A t  that  t ime i t  became increasing c lear  

that  the story  was not  going to  d ie  

down.   And then in  March or  Apr i l  o f  

2023,  I  learned that  Commissioner  

Spies had by then referred to  the 

mat ter  for  an in ternal  invest iga t ion  

under the administ rat ion of  L ieutenant  20 

Colonel  Hennie Erasmus. ”  

 This was again  at tached .   I t  was one of  the  

recip ients who was cc’d  in  the in i t ia l  response .    

 “So the outcome of  that  process was 

never communicated wi th me as the  
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spokesperson.   And then I  came to 

know that  Br igadier  Mkhwanazi  was 

suspended and at  a la te r  s tage 

returned to work af ter  the three -month  

suspension. ”  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   P lease proceed to paragraph 32.  

LT-COL THEPA :   You know,  though t ime had passed and 

there has been o ther  developments wi th in the count ry,  but  

th is  b lue l ight  s tory just  kept  gain ing t ract ion fo r  whatever  

reasons and you know,  i t  cont inued to grow legs and  you 10 

know,  i t  made news every  t ime that  there would be fur ther  

developments .   The media at tent ion f la red up at  the news of  

Br igadier  Mkhwanazi 's  suspension,  but  above a l l ,  h is  return  

back to work.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Colonel  Thepa,  that  then in t roduces a  

new theme under the heading,  “My engagements wi th  IPID ” .   

That  is  paragraph 33 of  your  wi tness statement .   

LT-COL THEPA :   Yes.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Can I  ask you to te l l  the Commission  

about  your  engagements wi th IPID f rom paragraph 33 .  20 

LT-COL THEPA :   So dur ing May and June of  2023,  I  was 

approached by a  Mr Xulu ,  who in t roduced h imsel f  as an 

invest igat ing,  as an of f ic ia l  invest igat ing the b lue l ight  saga .   

But  when he had in t roduced h imsel f ,  he in formed me that  he 

wanted to d iscuss per t inent  i ssues wi th in the department ,  
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one being,  of  course,  the b lue l ight  saga and the other  

being an enqui ry  where  i t  was a l leged that  EMPD of f icers  

had taken under fa lse pretence a motor  vehic le a long the 

R21 and that  he was a lso invest igat ing that  s to ry .    

 So wi th that  sa id,  you know,  I  expla ined that  these 

issues he wanted to ra ise were very ser ious and concerned 

other  ind iv iduals wi th in the department .   I t  was only f i t t ing  

that  you know,  I  be in  at tendance wi th somebody who in  

turn would be the  Staf f  Of f icer  in  the of f ice of  the Chief  o f  

Pol ice  and why the Staf f  Of f i cer ,  i t  is  easier  fo r  h im to then 10 

br ie f  the Chief  o f  Pol ice as to the engagement  that  we had 

wi th invest igat ion  pr io r i ty  cr ime ,  or  IPID rather .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   IP ID.   At  paragraph 35,  p lease ,  you 

know,  deta i l  to  the Commission what  you d iscussed in  that  

meet ing wi th Mr Xulu .   

LT-COL THEPA :   So,  in  the nutshel l ,  he had made enqui r ies  

as to how the  media enqui ry  was g iven to us as a 

department  and what  responses had we furn ished as a 

department  and just  the basic stuf f  that  would speak to 

steps taken by the department  in  coming to th is ,  what  would  20 

be h is invest igat ion .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   You can proceed to paragraph 36.  

LT-COL THEPA :   So that ,  you know,  I  had to handle the  

media enqui ry  and the responses f rom EMPD was obta ined 

f rom Commissioner Spies,  which I  had then taken to be 
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what  would be the t rue ref lect ion of  the responses f rom the 

department .    

 A f ter  that  in i t ia l  meet ing,  I  had fur ther  meet ings 

wi th Mr Xulu .   I  had severa l  meet ings,  actual ly ,  wi th  Mr Xulu  

and at  subsequent  meet ings,  he in t roduced me to the 

members of  h is  team.  There was a lady that  he had 

in t roduced,  another  gent leman,  I  th ink an advocate f rom the 

North  West .   I  just  cannot  remember thei r  names .   So the 

lady was again f rom a d i f ferent  province.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Colonel ,  we know f rom your evidence,  10 

as g iven in  the course of  th is  morning,  that  the b lue l ights  

story was massive .   You descr ibed i t ,  you know,  i t  was a 

widespread story .   But  how widespread was knowledge 

wi th in the EMPD about  the IPID invest igat ion ?  You know,  

was i t  something publ ic ly  known or  was i t  something  known 

to a l imi ted amount  of  people ?  You can answer th is  

quest ion f rom paragraph 37.  

LT-COL THEPA :   I  would suspect  that  i t  was known wi th in 

the department ,  because a l l  the meet ings that  we would 

have,  or  most  of  the meet ings that  we would have,  they 20 

would be held at  the EMPD of f ices  and in  essence,  I  would  

not  just  a t tend those meet ings a lone .    

 A t  t imes,  I  would  have Colonel  Du  Plessis ,  and in  

the one meet ing I  had,  one of  the  Media L ia ison Of f icers,  

who is  Mar ie Mashishi ,  because she had handled the R21 
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s to ry,  and she was bet te r  p laced wi th i t  to  just  assist  wi th  

co l la t ing in fo on that  s tory.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   And in  your  engagements wi th Mr 

Xulu ,  what  speci f i ca l l y  d id he requi re f rom you for  purposes 

of  h is  invest igat ion?  

LT-COL THEPA :   He requested that  we,  wi th in the 

department ,  a l l  those which he had in terv iewed now,  that  

we reduce to wr i t ing statements that  would then be 

submit ted as evidence.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   And wi th reference to  paragraph 38,  10 

what  was your response to h is  request  that  you prepare a 

statement?  

LT-COL THEPA ;   You know,  when we sat  wi th  Mr Xulu  in  

one of  the boardrooms,  I  actual ly  sat  across h im and 

needed h im to understand the magni tude and the  danger 

which he then seeks to put  me in ,  in  request ing in format ion 

that  he has no in tent ion of  fo l lowing up or  even 

invest igat ing .   So I  had put  i t  to  h im in  saying that ,  Mr Xulu ,  

I  rea l l y  need to  understand the  ser iousness and your 

commitment  in to th is  case,  because you are real ly  asking  20 

me to take a personal  r i sk.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   And what  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :   Can I  just  ask a quest ion,  Colonel ,   

Why d id you bel ieve that  you were tak ing  a personal  r i sk 

s imply by provid ing in format ion  about  whether  or  not  
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vehic les belong to EMPD?  

LT-COL THEPA :   You know,  Commissioners,  in  the back ,  at  

the back of  the scene,  th ings are  happening as we move 

forward and you could just  see the nature in  which ,  how 

th ings are now shi f ted in  saying that ,  no,  the of f i ce of  the 

Ci ty  Manager wi l l  s ta r t  handl ing enqui r ies  moving for th .    

 And fu r thermore,  in  saying that ,  you know,  now 

here i s  IPID that  has came to the par ty,  I  am sure IPID,  Mr  

Xulu ,  was not  the  f i rs t  to  be in formed or  having invest igated 

mat ters per ta in ing EMPD.  So there was a lo t  a t  p lay in  th is  10 

instant .  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Can I  just  fo l low up on that .   You say in  

the statement :  

 “Before I  agreed,  I  s t ressed to h im that  

the ind iv iduals involved in  th is  case are 

h ighly connected and powerfu l . ”  

 What  were you speaking to there ?  You speak of  

ind iv iduals in  the  p lura l .   So that  is  the f i rs t  quest ion ,  who 

are these ind iv iduals that  you are  speaking to ?  And then 

when you say they  are h ighly connected and powerfu l ,  what  20 

are you speaking to then?  

LT-COL THEPA :   Commissioners,  when the in i t ia l  enqui ry  

came to me and i t  had made reference to a Mr Vusimuzi  Cat  

Mat la la ,  I  d id  not  know the gent leman f rom a bar  of  soap.   I  

was,  I  on ly got  to  learn of  h im as th ings t ranspi red wi th in  



    14 NOVEMBER 2025 – DAY 33 

Page 39  o f  140  

 

 

the Ci ty  and South Af r ica in  i ts  ent i re ty .   But  above a l l ,  the 

fact  that  communicat ion would be rest r i c ted in  one of f ice,  

then that  just  gave me the shivers in  saying that  what  

exact ly  is  at  p lay here  and am I  even competent  to  be 

at tending to  same.  

 So that  just  real ly  created an e lement  of  d iscomfor t  

that  I  needed h im to assure me as to he wi l l  then take th is  

process and he wi l l  invest igate  and he wi l l  do  what  i s  

expected,  because you know,  in  my opin ion,  there are 

cer ta in IPID members that  we know who are just  captured 10 

by a cer ta in system and i t  is  not  a p lace for  me to indulge in 

that ,  but  i t  is  just  th ings that  we know by v i r tue of  be ing law 

enforcers.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Thank you.   Thank you,  Ms Mot lhasedi .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you,  Commissioner .   Colonel  

Thepa,  af ter  you have then shared your concerns wi th Mr 

Xulu,  what  is  h is  response to you ?  We are in  paragraph 39.  

LT-COL THEPA :   This is  responded to on paragraph 39 .   He 

had assured me in  saying that ,  you know,  rest  assured that  

I  am going to work t i re lessly,  endlessly wi th dedicat ion 20 

towards th is  mat ter ,  because  you know,  I  am not  even 

at tached to the  Gauteng P rovince ’s IPID or  even a  

Ekurhuleni 's  IPID,  that  you know a team, a task team has 

been establ ished or  set  up for  the purpose of  th is  

invest igat ion,  compr is ing of  peop le coming f rom di f ferent  
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provinces.    

 So,  the other  two members which he had came 

wi th,  they were not  even f rom the province which he came 

f rom,  so i t  gave a b i t  o f  re l ie f  to  me in  saying that ,  okay,  

meaning that  there is  an e lement  of  be ing ser ious w i th th is  

mat ter  so le t  me just  g ive i t  my a l l .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   And in  that  d iscussion wi th Mr Xulu ,  

d id he ever  expla in to  you why IPID decided to use a team 

made-up of  ind iv iduals f rom outs ide of  the Gauteng 

Province? 10 

LT-COL THEPA :   Yes,  yes.   They wanted to min im ize  the 

r isk of  threats and,  of  course,  un due in f luences and that ,  

you know,  a proper team is establ ished for  the purpose of  

invest igat ing th is  that  wi l l  not  be in f i l t ra ted by powers that  

be.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   And p lease have regard  to the 

contents of  paragraph 40 and in form the Commission what  

e lse Mr Xulu shared wi th you dur ing that  meet ing.  

LT-COL THEPA :   So th is  was on the day he had taken the  

l iber ty  to  come to  my house and we had a d iscussion af te r  20 

los ing a  phone and he in formed me that  Br igadier  

Mkhwanazi  had to ld h im that  I  was a d i r ty  cop and that  I  had 

a defeat ing the ends of  just ice case registered aga inst  my 

name.   And,  you know,  I  could see how th is  was about  to  

unfo ld going forward.  
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ADV MOTLHASEDI :   What  is  your  understanding of  the  

meaning of  a  d i r t y  cop?  

LT-COL THEPA :   You know,  i f  you are  being invest igated 

for  issues that  a re re lated to b lue l ights and what  h is  act ion 

was cont r ibut ing  to that ,  how is  i t  defeat ing the  ends of  

just ice case re lated to h is  invest igat ion .   But  nonetheless,  I  

am more than wi l l ing to  share what  the content  of  that  is ,  o f  

the defeat ing the ends of  just ice,  i f  you so permi t .    

 So whi ls t ,  whi le ,  we had an inc ident  where one of  

our  of f icers in  the EMPD was shot  in  an at tempted 10 

h i jacking,  so  I  got  to  the scene ,  being one of  the f i rs t  h igher 

ranking of f icers that  ar r ived at  the scene .   Upon ar r iva l ,  I  

am issued wi th th is  f i rearm,  which has been taken out  of  a  

vehic le by one of  the col leagues and said to  me that  I  had 

kept  th is  safe to  g ive to our  Armoury.   But  s ince you are 

here,  mam, as a  ranking of f i cer ,  p lease do ensure  that  i t  

gets to  our  Armoury sect ion .   And I  d id  precise ly that ,  I  

ca l led our  Armoury sect ion to come to the scene of  the 

inc ident .    

 But  before they had arr ived,  an of f icer  f rom 20 

Nor tham Park SAPS,  they ar r ived at  the scene where EMPD 

al ready had cordoned of f  the scene .   We have used cones 

to c lose of f  what  would be remain ing car t r idges on the 

scene,  but  at  no g iven point  was the f i rearm placed 

anywhere  on the  scene .   I t  was taken f rom a vehic le  and 
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handed over to  me in  my capaci ty  as  senior  of f ic ia l  wi th in 

the EMPD, and o f  course,  wi th  the in tent ion that  f rom the 

scene i tse l f ,  i t  would be g iven to our  Armoury sect ion .    

 When th is  of f icer ,  Barbara Fer re i ra ,  I  th ink s he is  a  

Communicat ions Of f icer  under the South Af r ican Pol ice 

Serv ices fo r  Northam Park,  she came there and had 

misconst rued that  the f i rearm was removed f rom the scene 

by mysel f .    

 And of  course,  I  on ly obta ined i t  f rom the of f icer ,  

and fu r thermore,  the of f icer  had expla ined that ,  no,  i t  was 10 

not  par t  o f  the  act iv i t ies of  that  scene,  and that  he only  kept  

i t  wi th  h im for  sa fekeeping and that  i t  was g iven to me to  

then g ive to the  Armoury.   And I  do  not  know what  the mer i t  

o f  the case is ,  I  do not  even know how far  i t  i s .   I t  is  a  2023 

mat ter  though.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Who would  have la id the cr iminal  

charge?  

LT-COL THEPA :   I t  was opened by the very  same 

Communicat ions Of f icer ,  and I  th ink what  was a  

misunderstanding there  was I  am a  Communicat ions person 20 

wi th in the EMPD, I  am here in  my capaci ty  as the  

spokesperson to  report  on the occur rence of  what  had 

t ranspi red.   But  when she comes f rom the South  Af r ican 

Pol ice Serv ices and having to want  to  make communicat ion ,  

I  just  po l i te ly  dec l in ing that ,  then i t  just  became something 
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o f  ego test ing f ights that  was very unnecessary .   Thank you,  

Commissioners.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Colonel  Thepa,  p lease then just  

update the Commission on what  the status of  that ,  o f  that  

cr iminal  compla in t  is ,  as you know i t .  

LT-COL THEPA :   I t  is  unknown to me.   The last  we had met  

up wi th the invest igat ing of f i cer ,  Van Wyk,  a lso a l igned to  

the Nor tham Park  Detect ive sect ion ,  we had taken warning  

statements .   What  is  the outcome thereof ,  i t  is  unknown to  

me,  Commissioners.  10 

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   And in  paragraph 41 of  your  wi tness 

statement ,  paragraph 41 on page 11,  you set  out  some 

comments or  ref lect ions there  in  l ight  of  what  Mr Xulu  

d isc losed to you .  

LT-COL THEPA :   Yes.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   P lease share those.  

LT-COL THEPA :   Ja,  you know,  i t  became qui te  c lear  that  

Br igadier  Mkhwanazi  carr ied i l l  w i l ls  and  you know,  wi l l  do  

anyth ing to d iscredi t  anybody who then comes forward and 

has to reduce to wr i t ing or  even g ive  a statement  as to  the 20 

occur rence of  what  happened wi th the b lue l ight  saga .    

 And fu r thermore,  I  th ink what  d is tu rbed Mr,  o r  

rather  Br igadier  Mkhwanazi  then,  i t  is  the fact  that  how I  

choose to handle  th is  media enqu i ry ,  you know,  having to 

had sent  i t  to  the Act ing Chief  as opposed to maybe just  
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making h im aware  of  what  the developments were wi th in the  

department .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   And i f  you tu rn over  the page,  you go 

to page 12 of  your  wi tness statement ,  in  those last  two 

paragraphs of  th is  theme,  p lease deta i l  to  the Commission  

any fu r ther  developments af te r  tha t  meet ing wi th Mr Xulu .  

LT-COL THEPA :   No,  I  d id  not  ge t  any feedback f rom Mr  

Xulu ,  but  i t  would be a cont inuous checking in  on  how far  

are we,  is  there anyth ing ?  So there was a point ,  I  

remember,  where  Mr Xulu  was promis ing imminent  arrests  10 

to say that  you know,  we are a lmost  on the verge of  

complet ion and there would be ar rests af fected and as such 

just  hang ten.    

 But  i t  then became c lear  that  there were th ree 

ind iv iduals whose assistance was cr i t ica l  in  th is  

invest igat ion .   That  would  be myse l f  for  the ro le which  I  had 

p layed by v i r tue of  receiv ing th is  media enqu i ry  and 

forwarding i t  to  Commissioner Sp ies wi thout  not i fy ing or  

involv ing the Deputy Chief  o f  Pol ice Operat ions and 

Specia l i zed Serv ices,  and or  the  Br igadier  h imsel f ,  who is  20 

the man in  quest ion .    

 And again,  Commissioner Spies,  who had then 

taken the stance in  refer r ing th is  in to an invest igat ion  

through our  in te rnal  a f fa i rs ,  and fur thermore,  Ivan Du  

P lessis,  who was then responsib le fo r  cr i t i ca l  
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documentat ion in  the of f ice of  the  Chief  o f  Pol ice as  being 

the Staf f  Of f icer ,  and fu r thermore,  the ro le that  he had 

p layed in  fac i l i ta t ing the in format ion shar ing sessions wi th  

the IPID.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you,  Colonel  Thepa.   You are  

now at  paragraph 44 in  your  wi tness statement .   Can I  ask 

you to share the deta i l s  of  that  paragraph wi th the 

Commission .  

LT-COL THEPA :   You know,  i t  was only la ter  then that  I  had 

d iscovered that  th is  i s  going  to have some ef fect  on me and 10 

that  I  was going to get  some blowbacks,  b lowbacks rather ,  

for  the ro le which  I  had p layed .   So in  essence,  in  

responding to th is  media enqui ry  and assist ing IPID,  you 

know,  powerfu l  ind iv iduals were  not  p leased wi th the 

t ransparent  response of  the EMPD Media Uni t  and i t  

became c lear  tha t  I  o f fended some people by responding to 

the media enqui ry  in  the manner that  I  d id .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Can I  then ask you to have regard to  

paragraph 45 of  your  statement  under the new sub -heading 

there.   Can I  inv i te  you to share w i th the Commission what  20 

you exper ienced in  Ju ly of  2023?  

LT-COL THEPA :   So in  Ju ly 2023,  i t  was the day of  my f i rs t  

a t tack where i t  was a Saturday morning,  I  remember .   I  

woke up to go to  the cemetery where my la te mother  was .   

And I  a lso had a re lat ive who had recent ly  bought  a  car ,  so 
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I  had taken that  vehic le and made a turn at  the  Bredel l  

Cemetery .    

 And coming back,  I  was wel l  wi th in where I  l i ve,  the  

st reet  that  I  l ive in  Tembisa .   I  was s i t t ing wi th a neighbo ur 

who was on the passenger seat  and three men came up to  

the vehic le that  I  was in .   They came there .   The one that  

came around to  the dr iver 's  seat  cocked a f i rearm and 

pointed i t  to  me.    

 I  had the windows down and he then demanded that  

I  swi tch of f  the vehic le of  the  -  so he puts h is  hand in  to  t ry  10 

and reach for  the  keys on the ign i t ion,  but  i t  is  not  the k ind 

that  you star t  manual ly  wi th  the  key .   I t  is  those press 

but tons.    

 And there was a lo t  o f  th ings that  was being said .   

Behind me,  as I  was on the dr iver 's  seat ,  another  came in  

and there was th is  sharp meta l  ob ject  against  my neck .   

In i t ia l ly ,  I  thought ,  a  kn i fe  that  has  going to s l i t  my throat ,  

on ly to  d iscover that  i s  a f i rearm  and that ,  you know,  I  th ink  

what  hur t  me the most  wi th  everyth ing that  was said  at  that  

point ,  i t  was then,  i t  is  th ings that  are work -re lated and the 20 

fact  that ,  you know,  they want  a phone f rom me,  and the 

in format ion which  they want  and the fact  that  they would be  

-  sor ry,  Commissioners .    

 I  was h i t  on the head wi th a f i rearm .   The accosters  

pushed,  shoved me to the s ide of  the passenger seat .   They 
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got  in to the car  and they drove o f f .   They drove past  my 

house and I  could see my neighbour  who is  l i tera l ly  looking  

ins ide the vehic le  to  ident i fy  who the dr ivers are.  

CHAIRPERSON :   Ms Thepa,  should we take a short  

ad journment  fo r  you to compose yoursel f ,  perhaps?  

LT-COL THEPA :   P lease,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :   Let  us adjourn .   You wi l l  p lease ind icate 

to  us,  Ms Mot lhasedi .    

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 10 

CHAIRPERSON :   A l l  r ight ,  Ms Thepa,  le t  us cont inue i f  you 

can.   

LT-COL THEPA :   Thank you,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :   Thank you.    

LT-COL THEPA :   As I  had stated that  some t ime in  Ju ly  

2023,  i t  was on a Saturday where I  had gone to my la te 

mother ’s  g rave s i tuated in  Bredel l  and on my way back I  

had parked just  in  the st reet  that  I  l i ve in .   I  had a 

neighbour who was s i t t ing on the passenger seat  when 

three accosters ,  you know,  came to the vehic le that  I  was 20 

dr iv ing.  

 The one came onto the dr iver ’s  s ide,  the one sat  

behind me at  the,  behind the dr iver ’s  seat  and the one had 

cordoned,  or  rather  c losed in  the passenger that  was s i t t ing 

on the s ide and you know,  af te r  seeing that  f i rearm and you 
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know when you work wi th f i rearms you th ink that  you have i t  

under cont ro l  up  unt i l  i t  happens to you.   So he cocks a 

f i rearm,  point  a t  me and then he reaches to swi tch  of f  the 

ign i t ion,  but  he cannot ,  because i t  is  those press star t  

but ton vehic les.    

 And he inst ructs me …[ vernacular ]  meaning swi tch  

of f  the car .   I  am very confused,  I  am puzzled as to what  i s  

happening,  am I  be ing mugged,  are they tak ing something,  

what  i s  i t  that  they want  these people.   So the th ree guys 

they,  the one tha t  was s i t t ing on the passenger  s ide they 10 

then take h im to p lace h im at  the back seat  and I  am now 

being shoved to s i t  on the passenger seat  where the one 

that  had cocked the f i rearm in i t ia l ly  then gets onto the 

dr iver  seat .   

 They then dr ive o f f  wi th  us,  but  in  the vehic le there  

is  only four  of  us .   As to where the th i rd person had gone,  

probably back to the vehic le that  they had came in,  and so  

they dr ive the car  past  my house and the ent i re  t ime th ings 

being said.   I t  is  th ings that  you know,  they would want  

in format ion,  the phone,  i t  is  th ings that  you kn ow,  I  am a 20 

problem at  work.    

 I  am wonder ing as to say how am I  a  problem at  

work?  We dr ive ,  they take us through Ivory Park.   The 

dr iver  then parks  on the s ide of  the road and,  but  by then 

you know,  I  am confused.   When you have an out  of  body 
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exper ience,  i t  be  out  of  fear ,  i t  be out  of  whatever  that  

comes wi th i t ,  I  had passed out  and seemingly these guys,  

the only th ing they were main ly concerned about  was my 

phone.   They had even …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :   Can you p lease expla in the out  of  body 

phenomenon?  I  have heard people use that  term.   I  am not  

qui te  sure what  i t  means.  

LT-COL THEPA :   I  am unable to  do  anyth ing.   I  am numb.   I  

am mute.   I  am not  responsive.   I  am t ry ing to even make 

sense of  how I  could even pro ject  th is  th ing that  I  was going 10 

through.   But  in  essence I  am so out  of  i t  that  I  am even 

unable to  respond to say,  to  even l i f t  a ,  to  even make a  

sound.   

CHAIRPERSON :   But  you cont inued to see or  perceive what  

is  going on?  

LT-COL THEPA :   I  cont inued seeing every –  everyth ing that  

was happening I  had saw.   I  had saw them dr ive past  my 

house.   I  would even d i rect  as to  say which st ree ts they 

were,  they used going there to Ivory Park.   But  upon the  

Ivory terr i tory I  am not  so fami l iar  wi th  i t ,  but  that  is  where 20 

the vehic le eventual ly  came to a stop.    

 And whi ls t  ha l ted  there,  they t r ied  get t ing th is ,  the  

neighbour now to open my phone and said that  

…[vernacular ] .   I  am th ink ing what  in format ion wou ld that  

be?  Why would I  be in  possession of  any in format ion that  
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anybody would want  in  that  …[ indist inct ] .    

 You know,  Commissioners,  th is ,  th is  must  have 

been one of  the most  scar iest  th ings by fa r ,  because I  am 

hi t  wi th  th is  meta l  ob ject ,  a  f i rearm.   I  have another  one 

st ick ing out  on my neck.  

CHAIRPERSON :   When you descr ibed i t  ear l ie r  be fore we 

adjourned,  you sa id you fe l t  a  sharp object .  

LT-COL THEPA :   Cor rect .  

CHAIRPERSON :   In  your  statement  you said you fe l t  a  co ld 

object .   10 

LT-COL THEPA :   Cor rect .  

CHAIRPERSON :   Yes.  

LT-COL THEPA :   I t  was a co ld object  that  had a ref lect ion,  

a s i lver  ref lect ion,  so i f  you just  take a g lance a t  i t ,  you 

would seemingly th ink i t  is  a  kn i fe  under the c i rcumstance 

only to  d iscover i t  is  a  f i rearm.   And when we got  through 

Ivory Park and f rom recol lect ion you know,  they had then 

taken my phone,  they had taken my wal le t ,  but  what  puzzled  

me the  most  i t  is  the fact  that  I  even had my bank cards in  

there,  they could have easi ly  accessed money f rom them.   20 

 I  am dr iv ing a brand new vehic le  that  s t i l l  had a  

temporary permi t  a t  the back that  they could have taken.   

So what  exact ly  do they want?  They d id not  come there fo r  

the car ,  they d id  not  come there  for  the wal le t ,  nor  the 

money,  but  the  u l t imate th ing  that  was being said  
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consistent ly  was the phone that  had in format ion .   As to  

what  in format ion,  i t  is  s t i l l  unknown to me.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you,  Colonel .   Perhaps you 

could cont inue f rom paragraph 55 and d iscuss what  

happened thereaf ter .    

LT-COL THEPA :   So they then request  my neighbour to ,  

they ask h im as to what  i s  wrong wi th me,  but  he then 

in forms them that  I  am epi lept ic ,  so the one had a l ready 

exi ted the vehic le ,  so they inst ruct  h im to then come around 

and dr ive me to hospi ta l .   And he managed to move the  10 

vehic le s l ight ly  of f .   He is  not  much of  a dr iver  h imsel f ,  but  

just  to  at tempt  in  get t ing us away f rom i t .   And we then 

drove st ra ight  to  home,  because my phone is  gone,  my bank 

cards are gone.   The one th ing tha t  I  would put  as a  pr io r i t y  

i t  is  the stoppage of  the bank cards.    

 Upon get t ing home I  was able to  access a phone,  

one of  the re lat ives.   I  then cal led  a f r iend who I  had g iven 

my ID numbers to say p lease cal l  S tandard  Bank,  ca l l  

Capi tec,  that  they b lock my cards and I  then moved f rom 

home wi th the guy.   We went  to  the Rabasotho Pol ice 20 

Stat ion.    

 Whi ls t  a t  the pol ice stat ion I  am register ing th is  

case of  k idnapping and you know,  being pointed wi th a  

f i rearm and thef t ,  robbery.   They assist  me to an extent  that  

you know,  the  docket  i s  open,  the  A1 statement  is  wr i t ten,  
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the th ree M forms I  have completed,  even the cover,  the  

docket  cover,  the  d ia ry,  SAP5 is  then made and just  on i ts  

complet ion they then te l l  me that  because at  some point  

where th is  accosters had dr iven the vehic le they would need 

to obta in the f ingerpr in ts and you know,  i t  was a cor rect  

procedure to say the least ,  but  what  had been a b i t  o f  a  

h inderance for  me,  Commissioners ,  is  th is  vehic le does not  

even belong to me,  what  they had wanted to do  is  they 

wanted to take th is  vehic le and take i t  to  the i r  pounds,  

maybe between Van Rhyn Deep or  even Evaton for  that  10 

mat ter .    

 You know,  we,  o r  rather  I  am pr iv i leged by v i r tue of  

being a law enforcement  agent  to  know exact ly  what  

happens at  those pounds.   A new vehic le coming in ,  coming 

out  i t  would be having  cer ta in  par ts gone,  cer ta in th ings 

removed f rom i t ,  how am I  then l iab le to  th ings that  was not  

my own making.   I  th ink i t  is  the on ly th ing that  had d i rected 

me or  rather  pushed me not  to  want  to  g ive in  the  vehic le  

for  fur ther  p rocessing.    

 But  I  fur ther  suggested to the sta t ion and the guy 20 

that  was assist ing me,  that  of f icer  that  was tak ing the 

statement  to  say I  do not  mind i f  the LCRC is ca l led to the 

stat ion that  they process and take f ingerpr in ts  at  the 

stat ion,  but  what  would be chal lenge for  me,  i t  would be 

that  which would a l low the veh ic le to  be taken to the 
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SAPS13 and be kept  at  the i r  pound over  a cer ta in  per iod 

due to the thef t  that  happens there.    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Sor ry,  Colone l ,  what  is  the LCRC?  

LT-COL THEPA :   The Local  Cr iminal  Register  Record,  the  

LCRC, Cr iminal  Register ,  the Local  Cr iminal  Register  

Record,  yes.    

CHAIRPERSON :   Local  Cr iminal  Record Centre.  

LT-COL THEPA :   Cent re,  my apologies.  

CHAIRPERSON :   That  is  at  the top of  page 15 of  your  

statement .  10 

LT-COL THEPA :   My apology,  Commissioner.   

CHAIRPERSON :   No problem.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you,  Colonel .   So af te r  you have 

expla ined your hesi ta t ion or  re luctance to hand the car  over  

at  the pol ice stat ion,  what  then was the response you 

received there?  You are at  paragraph 58.  

LT-COL THEPA :   They to ld me that  they cannot  register  the 

case.   They to ld me that  i f  I  am refusing then to have th is  

vehic le taken in to  the pound,  then they wi l l  not  register  the  

case.   20 

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   P lease cont inue.  

LT-COL THEPA :   So I  am in paragraph 55 you said?  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   59.  

LT-COL THEPA :   59,  my apology.   So …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Maybe be fore you do that ,  Colonel  
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Thepa,  before th is  inc ident  had you ever  had any inc ident ,  

negat ive inc idents that  re late to  the per fo rmance of  your  

funct ions?  

LT-COL THEPA :   Absolute ly  not ,  Commissioner.   Absolute ly  

not .   In  my 16 years of  exper ience work ing as an of f icer  I  

have never been in  any a l tercat ion ,  any physica l  th ing that  

would amounts to  th is  that  I  am fur ther  handled  for  lack of  a  

bet te r  word.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :   I  am just  t ry ing to  th ink and I  wi l l  ment ion 10 

personal  exper iences,  you know when you used to have 

those detachable  radios in  cars,  on one occasion that  was 

sto len f rom my car  the pol ice came to my house and d id  

that  dust ing up th ing and a l l  that  to  take f ingerpr in ts and 

…[intervenes] .  

LT-COL THEPA :   You know …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :   There was a second inc ident  a lso  

involv ing my car .   I  forget  what  that  was about .   Again,  the 

pol ice came to my house and again took the f ingerpr in ts at  

my house.   I  am just  t ry ing to understand why the  pol ice 20 

could not  have gone to wherever car  was to do th is ,  or  have 

th ings s ince changed?  

LT-COL THEPA :   Commissioner,  i t  is  s t i l l  a  confusing  

e lement  fo r  me,  because as a law enforcement  in  my 

existence wi th in the EMPD in execut ion of  my dut ies  I  would 
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recover vehic les.   Par t  o f  the recovery would be summoning 

the LCRC, having a photographer  come out  to  the  scene,  

unless i t  would be unfavourable  weather  condi t ions that  

then they would request  that  you know,  i t  be done at  the 

stat ion or  even at  the pound,  bu t  under no c i rcumstance 

would they then say le t  us take th is  vehic le to  an  SAP13 

pound fo r  p rocessing,  whereas I  know in my personal  

capaci ty  that  you know,  these people do come out  to  the 

scene and i t  was not  even an inst ruct ion being g iven,  i t  was 

a humble request  to  the SAPS in saying p lease,  the  vehic le  10 

does not  belong to me,  i f  i t  can be processed at  the  stat ion  

I  do not  even mind wai t ing,  I  wi l l  do just  that ,  but  seemingly  

that  was not  the case.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you,  Chai rperson.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Sor ry,  I  mean in  that  last  paragraph at ,  

ra ther  last  sentence at  paragraph 58 you say:  

 “They decl ined to  register  the  case at  

that  point ,  even though the docket  was 

completed. ”  

 Can you just  speak to that  a l i t t le  b i t ,  because you 20 

seem to be suggest ing  that  there  was suf f ic ient  in format ion 

to open a docket .  

LT-COL THEPA :   Yes,  so there was suf f ic ient  in fo rmat ion.   

A l ready they had reduced to wr i t ing the statement  I  had 

deposed to them and the fact  that  you know,  here is  an A1 
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s tatement  that  is  ex ist ing,  here are the preamble  

statements,  the d iary that  gets inser ted in to the docket ,  the  

nature of  the cr ime that  i s  being  created,  the e lements  

thereof ,  but  the  only th ing tha t  was now a bone of  

content ion was the physica l  ob ject  that  they needed to 

impound.    

 The docket  was l i tera l ly  complete,  Commissioner.   I  

would bel ieve that  f rom that  poin t  i t  would have gone to  

somebody fo r  perusal ,  maybe a Co lonel  of  some,  a Capta in  

of  some sor t ,  for  perusal  and just  …[ indist inct ]  and then i t  10 

was ready for  p rocessing.   

ADV BALOYI SC :   Do you ment ion th is  in  your  sta tement ,  

th is  which you have just  spoken to now?  Do you ment ion i t ,  

because you,  there is  a par t i cu lar  point  you want  to  make 

and maybe le t  me ask i t  as a form of  a quest ion,  that  is  i t  

possib le that  you had th is  exper ience,  because the  pol ice  

of f icer  that  was assist ing you may not  have known that  they 

could ca l l  the LCRC to come to the p lace,  or  do you th ink 

there was more to i t ,  and i f  there was more to i t ,  what  i s  i t  

and why do you th ink so.  20 

LT-COL THEPA :   I  honest ly  suspect  that  the of f icer  was not  

cour teous enough to even at tempt .   Had there been such an 

act  on h is par t ,  he would have then made fu r ther  enqui r ies  

to  the col leagues that  he was w i th,  or  even maybe just  

checked wi th a Stat ion Commander as to the extent  to 
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which they would  assist  in  th is  regard,  but  of  course you 

know,  I  would not  go to an SAPS stat ion as a compla inant  

and fu r ther  want  to  d ic tate or  d i rect  them as to how they 

need to do thei r  work as i t  would  be expected tha t  as an 

of f icer  I  know what  my dut ies and work is .    

 So I  d id  not  want  to  pro ject  tha t  in  approaching 

them and say but  I  know that  LCRC could come.   But  I  had 

recovered vehic les previously where LCRC could come and 

A,  B,  C.   So i t  was real ly  one of  those that  I  just  choose not  

to  read too much in to i t ,  the SAPS port ion that  is ,  le t  us just  10 

say i t  was an error  of ,  mater ia l  er ror  on thei r  par t .   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you,  Commissioner.   Colonel  

Thepa,  you were at  paragraph 59,  p lease.  

LT-COL THEPA :   Yes,  so at  a  la ter  s tage my brother  t r ied 

to assist  to  register  a case,  but  I  was not  in  a space to t ry  

and f ight .   I  wanted to heal  f rom the t rauma that  I  had 

exper ienced.   Dur ing the weekend inc ident  one of  the Media 

L ia ison Of f i cers,  Mar ie Mashishi  came to see me.   When 

she came to  my house,  she came a b i t  la te and I  was 

between the stat ion and home.    20 

 She had said tha t  she learned of  my inc ident  f rom 

one of  the Freeway members.   A Freeway uni t  i t  is  a  sect ion  

wi th in the Operat ions and Specia l i sed d iv is ions,  but  

Freeway being more specia l ised serv ices than Operat ions.   

So she had learned of  the inc ident  f rom col leagues in  the 



    14 NOVEMBER 2025 – DAY 33 

Page 58  o f  140  

 

 

Freeway Uni t .    

 I  was shat te red.   I  was out  of  i t .   I  d id  not  even say 

much.   You know,  a l l  that  I  had to ld her  was that  I  was not  

okay,  I  was not  okay.    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   And Colonel ,  a t  the point  in  t ime where  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :   Sor ry,  Ms Mot lhasedi .   Is  there anyth ing  

that  you are perhaps imply ing here by for  example saying 

only f r iends and fami ly  were aware  of  the inc ident?  Are you 

imply ing anyth ing?  10 

LT-COL THEPA :   You know,  I  do  not  want  to  be drawing 

in ference in to th ings that  cannot  be substant ia ted,  Chai r ,  

but  i t  is  prudent  that  one a lso reads between the l ines in  

what  has been the occur rence of  a  media enqui ry wi th in the  

department .    

CHAIRPERSON :   Thank you.   Because I  was asking,  

because there is  that  saying that  news t ravels.    

LT-COL THEPA :   Maybe,  maybe …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :   You may only have been aware of  f r iends 

and fami ly ,  but  …[ intervenes] .  20 

LT-COL THEPA :   Perhaps.   Perhaps,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :   But  the f r iends and fami ly  a lso have 

f r iends and fami ly  …[ intervenes] .  

LT-COL THEPA :   And fami l ies e lsewhere,  that  i s  cor rect ,  

Commissioner.    
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ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you.   Thank you,  Cha i r .   So 

Colonel  Thepa,  when your co l league comes to see you at  

home,  what  was your engagement  wi th her  l i ke and what  

was your,  ja ,  in te ract ion wi th her?  

LT-COL THEPA :   No,  she came to  check up on me and she 

had said that  she had heard o f  my inc ident  f rom the 

Freeway Uni t  guys and you know,  what  more can I  say in  

that  i f  a l ready something had jus t  happened and,  I  th ink 

she,  when she had arr ived she had found me at  the stat ion  

and then said she wai t  fo r  me at  home.   And that  a lone just  10 

creates a whole  lo t  o f  d ispar i t ies that  i f  quest ioned and 

proper ly  vent i la ted,  I  am sure dots and the domino ef fect  

wi l l  then happen.   But  of  course l i ke I  sa id,  I  am not  cast ing  

any sor t  o f  aspers ions in  th is  instance.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   You can p lease cont inue.   You are at  

paragraph 60 of  your  statement .  

LT-COL THEPA :   So on the Sunday I  then in formed the 

Chief  o f  Pol ice o f  what  had happened and of  course the 

Chief  then implored that  p lease look af te r  yoursel f  and I  

must  take some t ime of f  and coming back to the of f ice I  20 

must  then come see h im.   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   And p lease descr ibe f rom paragraph 

61 what  happened when you d id go back to the of f ice.  

LT-COL THEPA :   So going back to the of f ice I  get  to  see 

Chief  and fur ther  expla ined in  fu l l  deta i l  what  t ranspi red and 
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the fact  that  you know,  I  had bel ieved i t  to  be re lated to  

work,  because of  the th ings the assai lants kept  saying to  

me.   And you know,  he seemed ext remely sympathet ic .   He 

seemed ext remely sympathet ic  and actual ly  provided that  

you know,  I  must  use of f ice resources to t ry  and t rack and 

get  to  the bot tom of  i t ,  but  per t inent ly  so i t  was the t racking 

of  my cel lphone,  which at  a  la ter  s tage i t  p inned in  

Johannesburg at  the cent ra l  business d ist r ic t  and near a  

tax i  rank.   The chaos and the havoc that  happens there  

only,  there is  no way of  get t ing  the phone.   I  mean who do 10 

you chase af te r  at  a  tax i  rank.    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   You are in  paragraph 62,  Colonel .   

LT-COL THEPA :   So when I  got  to  meet  wi th the PA for  the 

Chief  o f  Pol ice,  Ms L ize l  Tyres,  she then in forms me that ,  

so i t  was st i l l  w i th in the week of ,  the weekend of  my 

inc ident ,  she then in forms me tha t  a lady came looking fo r  

you here …[vernacular ]  Nomapa look fo r  me.   

Commissioners,  i t  should be noted that  th is  Nomapa is  a 

lady that  had a re lat ionship wi th Br igadier  Mkhwanazi  and 

they a lso share a ch i ld  together .    20 

 As to reasons why Nomapa would look for  me in  an  

of f ice that  we do not  even operate f rom the same div is ion,  

we are not  even re lated in  any way coming to work s tuf f ,  so 

that  t ru ly  puzzled me.   I t  t ru ly ,  t ru ly  puzzled me.    

CHAIRPERSON :   She works fo r  the  EMPD as wel l?  
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LT-COL THEPA :   She is  an EMPD of f icer .  

CHAIRPERSON :   Thank you.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   Colonel  Thepa,  I  know you say you do 

not  want  to  cast  aspers ions because you do not  have any 

facts,  but  you must  have thought  something about  th is  and 

that  is  why you ment ion i t  in  the statement .  

LT-COL THEPA :   Cor rect ,  Commiss ioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :   And I  th ink you should say what ,  why you 

thought  i t  was s igni f i cant  enough to ment ion and say that  

even wi th the qual i f ier ,  i f  you want  to  put  in  that  qual i f ie r  10 

that  you do not  have facts,  but  th is  is  what  you thought  of  

i t .   

LT-COL THEPA :   Correct ,  Commissioner.   I  would not  want  

an e lement  of  what  would be hearsay evidence to fu r ther  be 

recorded as what  is  being g iven by me now.   L ize l  Tyres 

then te l ls  me that  Nomapa came to  the of f ice looking for  me 

on a Monday.   I t  puzzles me,  because under no  

c i rcumstance wou ld I  communicate wi th Nomapa unless i t  is  

th ings that  would be re lated to media that  she needs to then 

–  no,  actual ly  even the Publ ic  Order Pol ic ing there is  20 

noth ing that  they report  to  us as media on.    

 Media is  more the successes,  operat ional  guys and 

under no c i rcumstance would we have any –  I  am t ry ing to 

l ink as to whether  what  would Nomapa be want ing  f rom me 

in that  aspect .   We are not  even f r iends,  we are not  even 
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associates,  we are just  co l leagues but  we know each other  

f rom the EMPD.  When we walk past  each other  a  sa lute,  

morning,  h i ,  and we would never even engage in  a 

conversat ion of  any sor t .    

ADV BALOYI SC :   Let  me ask you d i rect ly  and you can say 

yes or  no so that  th is  par t  o f  the evidence can make sense.   

Are you wi th that  paragraph communicat ing that  her  

re lat ionship wi th  Br igadier  Mkhwanazi ,  because you do 

ment ion the re lat ionship and the fact ,  and how c lose the  

re lat ionship was.    10 

 Are you communicat ing,  at  least  you are th ink ing  

about  i t  wi thout  facts that  because of  the re lat ionship wi th 

Br igadier  Mkhwanazi  that  i s  how she came to know about  

what  happened to you?  Is  that  what  you are seeking to 

convey,  even though you do not  have facts fo r  that?  

LT-COL THEPA :   My th ink ing,  Commissioners,  is  an 

inc ident  happens over  the weekend that  i s  unknown,  but  l i ke  

Commissioner had said the fami ly  of  a  fami ly ,  the news 

t ravels fast .   But  how wei rd is  i t  that  a woman who has a 

ch i ld  wi th  Br igadier  Mkhwanazi  would randomly on a  20 

Monday morning ensure that  i f  I  d id  ar r ive at  work and i f  

not ,  i f  maybe L ize l  was to say,  no Lebo is  of f  s ick,  she 

would seek reasons as to say what  i s  wrong wi th her ,  

hypothet ica l l y ,  and based on my th ink ing I  th ink  th is  i s  

somehow l inked to the at tack,  but  that  i s  my th ink ing .    



    14 NOVEMBER 2025 – DAY 33 

Page 63  o f  140  

 

 

ADV BALOYI SC :   Thank you.    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you,  Commissioner.   Colonel ,  

can I  ask you,  once you got  back to work and in  l ight  of  

your  bel ie f  that  the at tack you endured was l inked to your  

work,  d id you make a request  to  anyone,  Chief  Map iyeye,  or  

a super ior  to  provide you wi th some addi t ional  secur i ty  in  

l ight  of  what  you had exper ienced?  

LT-COL THEPA :   Commissioners,  i t  must  be understood the 

type of  envi ronment  we work  in  where pro tocol  is  

everyth ing.   A chain of  command is  everyth ing .   And 10 

fur thermore,  where senior i ty  would p lay a ro le in  that  I  am a 

L ieutenant  Colonel ,  I  am l i tera l l y  three posi t ions below what  

a Deputy Chief  o f  Pol ice is ,  i f  not  more,  we have an inc ident  

where a Deputy Chief  o f  Pol ice l i fe  is  in  danger,  seeks then 

assistance f rom the inst i tu t ion,  maybe not  even department ,  

the inst i tu t ion,  bu t  seemingly could  not  receive i t ,  who am I  

i f  I  am just  …[indist inct ]  wi th in the department  to  receive  

such protect ion.   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   And who,  which Commissioner in  

par t icu lar  a re you speaking about  now?  20 

LT-COL THEPA :   I  am referr ing  to Commissioner Spies 

where you know var ious threats have been made against  

h im,  you know,  where you would  hear the of f icers that  

because he is  operat ing a motorcycle i t  would be easy to 

get  r id  of  h im.   I  remember th is  one t ime,  Commissioner,  
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that  pr ior  to  my a t tack I  had a vehic le,  a  grey Audi  that  was 

fo l lowing me for  some t ime.   I  fur ther  in fo rmed 

Commissioner Spies.   Now i t  seem l ike because of  th is  b lue  

l ight  saga that  everybody is  just  crumbl ing.    

 This vehic le that  is  subsequent ly  fo l lowing me,  I  

sent  h im the regist rat ion,  he conducts a vehic le enqui ry on 

i t  and i t  is  d iscovered to be l inked to somebody by the  

surname of  Mkhwanazi  that  is  not  even coming f rom the 

region or  area o f  Ekurhuleni ,  but  instead i t  i s  a  Pretor ia  

based address.   So i t ,  that  a lone,  I  th ink just  put t ing the  10 

dots together ,  says a lo t .   Maybe,  maybe …[vernacu lar ]  and 

noth ing beyond that .   

CHAIRPERSON :   Can you p lease repeat  and expla in the 

last  th ing you said?  

LT-COL THEPA :   Oh, sorry,  Commissioner.   [Vernacular ]… 

t ranslated to they happened to have the s imi lar  surname 

wi th Br igadier  Mkhwanazi .   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you,  Chai rperson.   Co lonel ,  i f  

we could turn back to paragraph 63.   You were expla in ing to 

the Commission  your v iews on the usefu lness or  the 20 

ef fect iveness potent ia l ly  of  asking  for  help and you d id so 

wi th reference to  the exper ience of  Commissioner  Spies.   

Can I  inv i te  you to you know,  exp la in that  in  some deta i l  

and how i t  in fo rmed the decis ion you u l t imate ly took.    

LT-COL THEPA :   You know,  Commissioner Spies is  a lso a 
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seasoned of f icer  wherein I  have never came across 

anyth ing that  wou ld put  h im in  an instant  that  he was in  at  

that  t ime,  threats ,  but  due to the ro le which he had p layed 

per ta in ing the b lue l ight  saga,  he found h imsel f  now being 

threatened and wi th the threats that  he had received you 

know the ins inuat ion that  he operates a motorb ike  and he 

could,  he is  an easy target ,  and the  secur i t y  which has been 

sought  and fur ther  d iscovered tha t  the responses received 

f rom the Account ing Of f i cer  was that  Revo is  issued wi th a 

gun and he can protect  h imsel f .   I  am now issued wi th a gun 10 

and I  a  Counci l  vehic le but  why would I  be to ld any d i f ferent  

to  what  he was.    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   So you know,  just  to  c lar i fy  your  

posi t ion there,  based on the exper ience of  Commissioner 

Spies,  in  addi t ion  to the fact  that  he is  a super ior  of f icer  to  

you,  you in terpre ted how he had been t reated and made a  

decis ion that  i t  was unl ike ly tha t  he would be af forded 

secur i t y  i f  you sought  i t ,  is  that  an accurate ref lect ion?  

LT-COL THEPA :   I t  was unl ike ly that  I  would get  secur i ty ,  

because a l ready Chief  Mapiyeye was in  the know  of  my 20 

inc ident ,  was in  the know of  whatever  that  has been a l leged 

to,  or  rather  sa id around Commissioner Spies,  looking at  

the rank d i f ference a lone that  spoke volume.   And 

fur thermore,  you know,  I  just  needed to take i t  and move 

on,  move on wi th l i fe .  
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ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you,  Colonel .   In  paragraph 66 

and 67 of  your  wi tness statement  you make some 

concluding remarks on th is  theme.   P lease share those wi th 

the Commission.  

LT-COL THEPA :   - :  

 “ In  l igh t  of  the above I  be l ieve that  the  

at tack on me was re lated to my work.   

The accosters  were not  f inanc ia l ly  

mot ivated.   Despi te dr iv ing a brand 

new vehic le i t  was not  taken.   The 10 

accosters d id not  take any money f rom 

me and d id not  at tempt  to  remove 

funds f rom my account .   F inal l y ,  the  

cont inued comments made about  

looking fo r  in format ion on my phone in  

c i rcumstances where I  d id  most  of  my 

work was on my phone.”   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   P lease cont inue.  

LT-COL THEPA :   - :  

 “ I t  was c lear  to  me that  th is  was meant  20 

to serve as a stern warning and that  

the assaul t  was done to del iver  that  

warn ing.   Despi te  my years work ing out  

in  the f ie ld  and engaging members of  

the genera l  publ ic ,  I  have never in  my 
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16 years of  serv ice been assau l ted 

doing my job. ”  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you,  Colonel .   That  then 

concludes that  theme and we then begin a new theme on 

page 17 wi th the  t i t le  “My ro le in  the EMPD Media Uni t ” .   

Are you there?  

LT-COL THEPA :   I  am there.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you.   In  paragraph 68 could you 

p lease share the contents of  that  w i th  the Commission.   

LT-COL THEPA :   - :  10 

 “So in the  af te rmath of  the  b lue  l ight  

s tanddown,  Mr Dlamin i  to ld  me that  

going forward,  a l l  media enqui r ies 

concern ing Br igadier  Mkhwanazi  must  

go th rough the  of f ice of  the  Ci ty  

Manager.   This was dur ing a ca l l  made 

to h im concern ing another  media  

enqui ry that  I  had received. ”  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Colonel  Thepa,  what  was your 

understanding,  d id you understand Mr Dlamin i  to  convey an 20 

inst ruct ion f rom the Ci ty  Manager or  i t  was h is own in i t ia t ive  

or  decis ion?  What  was your unders tanding?  

LT-COL THEPA :   No,  i t  was one that  was coming f rom the 

Ci ty  Manager,  so there is  absolute ly  no way that  Zwel i  could  

then formulate or  s t ructure inst ruct ions that  would not  be in  
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l ine wi th pol icy,  that  would bypass pol icy as opposed to you 

know,  having a s i tuat ion where  he then takes to h imsel f  to  

say no …[vernacular ]  he cal ls  me Mshana,  so I  th ink  in  a 

very pol i te  manner of  saying that  no,  a l l  enqui r ies  

perta in ing to tha t  …[vernacular ]  Mshana.   That  was h is 

inst ruct ion but  of  course coming f rom the of f ice of  the Ci ty  

Manager,  would  have been the  inst ruct ion of  the Ci ty  

Manager.   

CHAIRPERSON :   Just  to  be c lear  on that ,  he d id not  say so 

speci f ica l l y?  10 

LT-COL THEPA :   No,  he d id not  say so speci f ica l l y .   

CHAIRPERSON :   A l l  r ight ,  a l l  r ight .  

LT-COL THEPA :   But  I  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :   But  you are saying there  is  no  way he 

could have said th is  because …[ intervenes] .  

LT-COL THEPA :   Yes,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :   I t  d id  not  accord wi th how the  media  

sect ions were st ructured and …[ intervenes] .  

LT-COL THEPA :   That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.    

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you,  Chai rperson.   Colonel  20 

Thepa,  st i l l  on paragraph 68,  pr ior  to  the Jef f  Wicks ar t ic le  

on the b lue l igh ts issue,  would  a story of  th is  nature 

involv ing an EMPD of f i cer  in  the person of  Br igadier  

Mkhwanazi ,  go through your of f ice in  the Media  Uni t  o r  

would i t  have proceeded in  the  manner d i rected by Mr 
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Dlamin i  here?  

LT-COL THEPA :   No,  i t  would have came di rect ly  to  our  

of f ice and the responses would be sponsored by the of f ice 

i tse l f .   When we speak of  Di rectors,  they are st i l l  w i th in the  

employment  of  the Metro as ord inary employees wi thout  

having cont racts at tached to them,  so when i t  s ta r ts  tak ing  

that  v iew then that  i s  when I  would refer  mat ters fo r  

considerat ion in  the of f ice of  the Ci ty  Manager tha t  would 

speak to a sect ion 56 appointees,  of  the cont ractual  

appointees.   10 

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you.   Could I  ask you to turn the 

page in  your  wi tness statement .   You are now on page 18,  

paragraph 69.   Before you address the Commission  

regard ing the contents of  paragraph 69,  could I  ask  you to 

go to your annexure bundle,  the o ther  f i le  and p lease tu rn 

to  page 22.   Look at  the annexure bundle,  page 22.   

LT-COL THEPA :   I  am there.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you.   And then i f  you have 

regard to your wi tness statement ,  you are on page 18,  

paragraph 69.  20 

LT-COL THEPA :   Yes.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   I  would ask you to descr ibe the 

contents of  paragraph 69 to the Commission.  

LT-COL THEPA :   So paragraph 69:  

 “Late in  October  2023,  s t i l l  the year 



    14 NOVEMBER 2025 – DAY 33 

Page 70  o f  140  

 

 

which a media enqui ry was forwarded 

in  February,  in  October then I  received 

a memorandum f rom the of f ice of  the 

Ci ty  Manager  seeking to here in  

cent ra l i se a l l  outbound communicat ion  

in  her  of f ice.   The upshot  of  that  

memorandum was that  a l l  in terv iews 

and statements,  regard less of  subject  

mat te r  and urgency,  must  go out  o f  her  

of f ice.   I t  is  then marked and at tached 10 

as KX7. ”   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Colonel  Thepa,  i f  we turn  to  the  

document  i tse l f  on page 22.  

LT-COL THEPA :   Yes.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you.   P lease just  read in  bold 

the t i t le  of  the document  there.  

LT-COL THEPA :   I t  is  t i t led:  

 “Cent ra l isat ion of  communicat ions and 

media enqui r ies” .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you.   And the document  is  20 

d i rected to?  

LT-COL THEPA :   I t  is  d i rected to a l l  Heads of  Department .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   From? 

LT-COL THEPA :   From Dr MI  Mashazi ,  Ci ty  Man ager .  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   And p lease conf i rm the date  for  the  
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Commission.  

LT-COL THEPA :   The date i t  is  the 13 t h  o f  October 2023.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you.   Now you in formed the 

Commission as to  what  the upshot  of  the memorandum was,  

but  could I  ask  you to have regard to paragraph 1,  

paragraph 1 of  the document ,  the f ina l  sentence in  

paragraph 1.   I t  begins wi th the words “department” ,  do you 

see that?  

LT-COL THEPA :   Yes.   

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Could I  ask you to read.  10 

LT-COL THEPA :   I t  reads:  

 “Departments are st i l l  expected to 

sponsor in fo rmat ion,  but  the f ina l  

communicat ion w i l l  be s igned of f  and 

d isseminated f rom of f ice of  the  Ci ty  

Manager. ”  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you.   And then could you just  

read the f ina l  paragraph there.  

LT-COL THEPA :   I t  says:  

 “Trust  that  the request  wi l l  be wel l  20 

received and adhered to.   K ind  

regards,  Dr MI  Mashazi ,  Ci ty  Manager. ”  

 S igned and dated 13 t h  o f  October 2023.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you.   I f  you then go back to  

your wi tness statement  here in  paragraph 70 of  your  
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wi tness statement .   Could I  ask you then what  was your 

response to,  upon receipt  o f  th is  document?  

LT-COL THEPA :   You know,  Commissioners,  I  was taken 

aback.   I  was taken aback by the content  of  th is  

communique.   In the event  that  there were some issues,  

er rors or  even chal lenges that  were ident i f ied in  the 

department  I  am sure they would have communicated that  

as such,  but  at  no g iven point  have we ever received 

cr i t i c ism about  the work that  the EMPD Media and PR Uni t  

was conduct ing at  the t ime.  10 

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Commissioner,  i t  is  a lmost  hal f  past  

11.   Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :   Let  us adjourn and resume at  11:45.  

ADV MOTLHASEDI :   Thank you.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Mohlasedi .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   Colonel  

Thepa,  just  before the adjournment  you had shared wi th the 

Commission the  memorandum you received f rom the Of f i ce 20 

of  the Ci ty  Manager.   We had gone th rough the document  

i tse l f  wi th  some deta i l .   There is  something qui te  urgent  that  

we must  at tend to .   Can we adjourn  for  a couple of  m inutes?  

Apologies to everybody.    

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Indeed,  Chai rperson.  
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INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sor ry  about  that .   We are  resuming 

again.   Thank you.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Mohlasedi?   

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   Colonel  

Thepa,  just  before we took the tea  adjournment ,  we were on 

page 18 of  your  w i tness statement .   Page 80,  paragraph 70.   

I  had asked you to g ive your response to the memorandum 

f rom the Of f ice of  the Ci ty  Manager .   P lease do.    10 

LT-COL THEPA :    Commissioners,  I  was taken aback by the 

content  of  th is  cor respondence f rom the Of f i ce of  the Ci ty  

Manager.   As I  had stated that  at  no g iven point  was there 

anyth ing cr i t i ca l l y  pointed out  to  us  in  saying we are  fa i l ing 

to del i ver  on the work or  maybe there are some erroneous 

e lements wi th the  work conducted i tse l f .    

 So th is  was jus t  on an abrupt  inst ruct ion that  

cent ra l i sat ion of  communicat ion.   I t  was apparent  that  

c lear ly  there should be a degree of  a speci f ic  of f ice 

announcing or  even just  re leasing media statements in  20 

re lat ion to the mat ter  i tse l f .   I  th ink what  they had missed 

was the fact  that ,  you know,  EMPD carr ies a great  bulk of  

media inqui r ies.   We are speaking now of  the bylaws.   We 

are speaking of  accidents when,  you know,  a news agent  

would take in terest  in  a par t icu la r  accident  that  had 
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happened.  

 So those t r iv ia l  th ings they had missed,  and when 

they have draf ted th is ,  i t  was in  a gener ic  form o f  saying  

inc luding those which are so t r iv ia l  should be d i rected to  

the Of f ice of  the  Ci ty  Manager when they again had other  

departments to  a t tend to and fu r ther  speak for  the same 

departments that  d id not  have spokespersons.   Thank you.    

ADV MOHLASEDI :    And in  paragraph 71 of  the sta tement ,  

you set  out  some developments af ter  receipt  o f  the  

memorandum.  10 

LT-COL THEPA :    Yes.   So in  that  month,  Mr Dlamin i  asked 

me to come and see h im and took the opportuni ty  to  ask 

whether  th is  new communique meant  that  a l l  media inqui r ies  

had to go through h im.   I  found th is  posi t ion unsusta inable  

because the Of f ice  of  the Ci ty  Manager was a very busy 

of f ice and not  real is t i ca l ly  to  take upon i tse l f  to  respond to 

the very basic inqui r ies received by the EMPD media  uni t .   I  

a lso expressed to h im that  th is  instance,  that  a l l  

communicat ion go through the Ci ty  Manager,  s ign i f icant ly  

delayed the response t ime at  EMPD.  His posi t ion was that  20 

we comply wi th the decis ion.    

 Commissioners,  I  need to fur ther  i l lust rate that  

when you get  a media inqui ry,  there is  a lso a deadl ine being 

g iven wi th that  inqui ry.   So having  to wai t  for  a Mr Dlamin i ,  

who at  t imes wou ld miss the emai ls ,  the correspondence or  
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anyth ing that  has been forwarded,  in  essence,  i t  would 

ref lect  bad on an inst i tu t ion because what  our  ro le is ,  i t  is  

the maintenance of  the EMPD's good name,  in  turn,  which 

would be that  of  the Ci ty .   But  I  was not  responsib le  for  the 

Ci ty .   I  am or  was responsib le fo r  the department  i tse l f .   So 

that  delay that  would be exper ienced f rom the responses 

f rom the Of f ice  of  the Ci ty  Manager would be to the 

det r iment  of  the department  as opposed to the Ci ty  i tse l f .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Colonel  Thepa,  at  the commencement  

of  your  test imony th is  morning,  you a lso expla ined that  10 

there were a number of  o ther  spokespersons.  

LT-COL THEPA :    Correct .   

ADV MOHLASEDI :    One of  whom you said  was a 

spokesperson fo r  Disaster  and Emergency Management  

Serv ices.   Is  that  correct?   

LT-COL THEPA :    That  i s  cor rect .   Mr Wi l l iam Tladi .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Could I  then ask you to comment  on  

your v iew about  a communiqué around cent ra l i sat ion of  

in format ion,  par t i cu la r ly  as v iewed against  a department 

l ike the Emergency Serv ices?   20 

LT-COL THEPA :    You know,  the  Emergency Serv ices does 

not  carry a bulk o f  media inqui r ies that  would be car r ied by 

the EMPD, no wonder hence the  request  to  expand the 

team.  I  th ink Mr Tladi  operates as a spokesperson wi th  

having,  I  th ink,  less than four  media l ia ison of f i cers that  
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assist  h im in  the regions,  when we are n ine because of  the 

work i tse l f .    

 So the impact  which i t  has fo r  the department  

cannot  be compared to that  of  the  Disaster  and Emergency 

Management  because we are ta lk ing of  a  serv ice where  

there would be an accident ,  e i ther  he speaks or  I  speak on 

that ,  o r  we just  do a  jo in t  s tatement  as the two depar tments,  

the one that  responds to do the rescue operat ions and us 

that  comes and do the gather ing o f  in fo and reducing i t  to  

accident  reports.    10 

 So as much as i t  had af fected a l l  o f  us,  but  I  do not  

th ink Disaster  and Emergency Management  was heavi ly  

af fected in  that  because he s t i l l  cont inued wi th h is  

funct ions.   He st i l l  had media re leases out .   He s t i l l  took 

in terv iews.   You know,  I  would see h im on TV report ing on 

maybe some burn  checks wi th in the Ci ty  of  Ekurhuleni  and 

that  a lone just  se t  the tone for  me to say maybe the target  

here is  the Ekurhuleni  Metro Pol ice Department  as opposed 

to the Disaster  and Emergency Management  Serv ices.    

 But  then why again would you const ruct  to  a l l  20 

heads of  department  a memorandum of  th is  nature in  

want ing to cent ra l ise communicat ion fo r  the ent i re  c i ty?  I  

th ink i t  has about  26 departments  or  so to a s ingle of f ice 

that  a l ready wi th the capaci ty  i t  has,  i t  is  v i r tua l ly  

impossib le for  them to meet  the  standard,  or  rather  the  
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deadl ines.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Colonel ,  I  just  want  to  f ind out  

something f rom you.   This communiqué is  dated October 

2023 and in  the last  few days we had evidence tha t  there  

was an anonymous emai l  sent  to ,  o r  anonymous in format ion 

sent  to  Jef f  Wicks and copied to a lo t  o f  people wi th in  

EMPD and Ekurhuleni  Munic ipal i t y .   I  th ink there were two, 

one in  August  and one in  September,  enqui r ing about  the  

Mkhwanazi  a l legat ions,  the b lue l ights and the  fact  that  he 

was charged and the charges were quashed.   In  other  10 

words,  they d id not  cont inue wi th  the proceedings against  

h im.   Were you aware of  those emai ls  and can you comment  

on whether  or  not  th is  communiqué was in  response to that?   

LT-COL THEPA :    I  was never aware of  such 

correspondence that  came anonymously to  the department ,  

the Ci ty .   I  knew noth ing about  i t ,  but  what  I  had p icked up 

was the communiqué i tse l f ,  the  memorandum f rom the 

Of f ice of  the  Ci ty  Manager  seeked[s ic ]  to  rest r i c t  

communicat ion,  d isseminat ion of  saying which is  a core  

funct ion and the mandate of  the media and PR uni t .  20 

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   Colonel  

Thepa,  you have shared wi th the Commission your response 

to that  memorandum, but  you deta i l  a  fu r ther  in teract ion 

wi th Mr Dlamin i  f rom paragraph 72.   Can I  ask you to go  

there?   
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LT-COL THEPA :    So,  I  la ter  reached out  to  Mr Dlamin i  and 

asked h im whether  he was cer ta in  that  we should cont inue 

in  st r i c t  compl iance of  th is  pol icy amendment .   

Commissioners,  i t  is  done so for  reasons that  a l ready we 

are fa l l ing behind schedule in  te rms of  our  deadl ines.   You 

know,  you would  need to make fo l low -ups wi th h im.   At  

t imes he is  not  even avai lab le,  not  on h is phone.   You send 

an emai l  and i t  takes longer for  a  response to reach you.   

So i t  became a b i t  problemat ic  and very second dra in ing us 

as a team that  needed to execute our  dut ies.    10 

 So he said,  no,  keep the standard rout ine inqui r ies  

and send me the  complex ones.   Where do I  then draw a 

l ine to say th is  is  more complex and th is  i s  s tandard  

rout ine?  I  th ink at  the back of  my head,  I  would bel ieve 

what  he meant  i s  when i t  per ta ins to  an accident  inqui ry  

that  you guys know,  then deal  wi th  i t ,  a t tend to i t ,  have a  

fu l l  day wi th media.   But  when i t  comes to those that  a re  

complex,  l ike I  sa id,  complexi ty  in  th is  instant ,  what  would i t  

be?  How do I  then draw the l ine?  Would  I  a t  any g iven 

point  s tep over  what  would be boundary set  by the very 20 

same di rect ive issued by the Of f i ce of  the Ci ty  Manager?  I t  

le f t  me in  a very t ight  predicament  of  having to d is t inguish 

between r ight  and wrong in  th is  instant .    

ADV MOHLASEDI :    And what  d id you make of  that  

response,  keep the s imple ones,  send me the complex 
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ones?  How did you go about  implement ing that ,  i f  a t  a l l?    

LT-COL THEPA :    He was overwhelmed.   I  could just  

conclude r ight  there and there that  he was overwhelmed.   In  

essence,  he is  now saying,  le t  us have the lesser  important  

ones be deal t  wi th  by the team in you and in  the  media 

space.   But  once that  would speak volume on the Ci ty ,  the  

department ,  send them to me.   But  everyth ing speaks to the 

Ci ty  and the department .   So what  is  to  be sent  to  h im?  I  

wish fo r  c lar i t y 's  sake they had reduced i t  to  wr i t ing and 

said when we speak of  complexi t ies,  th is  i s  what  we are 10 

referr ing to,  that  I  do not  then bypass or  seemingly would  

want  to  c i rcumvent  a memorandum.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And even i f  that  was wr i t ten,  i f  i t  was not  

wr i t ten by Doctor  Mashazi ,  you were st i l l  open to possib le  

d isc ip l ine?   

LT-COL THEPA :    Correct .   Catch-22 s i tuat ion,  

Commissioners.   This i s  what  we cal l  i t  …[vernacular ]  what  

do you then do in  such instances?   

CHAIRPERSON :    That  sounds qu i te  beaut i fu l .   Can you 

t ranslate i t?    20 

LT-COL THEPA :    I t  is ,  in  essence,  a catch -22 s i tuat ion 

where,  you know,  damned you do,  damned i f  you do not .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.   I  wi l l  get  someone to g ive me the  

l i tera l  t ranslat ion .   Anyway,  and there was th is  layer  o f  

administ rat ion as wel l .   You now have to keep checking wi th 
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h im.   When are  you f ina l i s ing th is  one?  When are you 

f ina l i s ing that  one?  A l l  o f  th is  unnecessary.    

LT-COL THEPA :    Correct .   Correct ,  Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja.   And is  there  anyth ing other  than the 

Jef f  Wicks inqui ry and your response that  you would 

at t r ibute th is  to?  Is  there anyth ing  e lse you could?  That  is  

Doctor  Mashazi 's  inst ruct ion.  

LT-COL THEPA :    Not  that  would  come at  the top of  my 

mind at  that  par t i cu la r  point .   But  of  course,  having  learned 

what  I  now know i t  is ,  c lear ly  th is  was a prohib i t ion o f  some 10 

sor t  for  us to  not  even be making fur ther  announcement  or  

reports on i t .   So stay away f rom i t ,  and le t  us  have a  

system where we move on.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    

LT-COL THEPA :    Thank you,  Commissioner.    

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Colonel ,  do you,  other  than th is  le t ter  at  

page 22,  o r  th is  inst ruct ion at  page 22,  was any reason ever  

provided why th is  change in  the way that  you now do the 

media work?   20 

LT-COL THEPA :    Yes,  Commissioner,  o f  which i t  is  par t  o f  

the submissions which I  had made in  my statement  that ,  you 

know,  one of  the reasons was that  …[vernacular ]  media.   So 

because the Ci ty  Manager i s  not  happy wi th media,  and 

probably how we had gone to hand le the inqui ry forwarded,  
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o f  which there was noth ing wrong wi th the way the  inqui ry  

was handled.   I t  is  s tandard pract ice.   I t  is  what  has been 

st ipu lated to say media inqui r ies would be that .   We get  a 

media inqui ry,  we get  a deadl ine ,  we respond wi th t ru th,  

t ransparency,  even though i t  is  that  d i f f icu l t ,  we st i l l  

respond because a response is  bet ter  than we never 

received comment  f rom the EMPD, of  which i t  d i rect ly  points  

to  me.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    So you were in formed that  the  reason 

for  th is  change is  because the Ci ty  Manager was not  happy 10 

wi th how you deal t  or  responded to the Mkhwanazi  i ssue?   

LT-COL THEPA :    How i t  was termed by Zwel i  d id  not  make 

reference to the Ci ty  Manager,  bu t  when he star ts  saying  

…[vernacular ] ,  then one must  then read between the l ines 

that  so c lear ly  the Ci ty  Manager is  not  happy.   Not  happy 

wi th what?  The content ,  the language used,  maybe even 

grammar in  that  aspect .   But  can I  have something  speci f ic  

that  would point  to  what  the error  is  in  the response I  had 

furn ished?  Was i t  against  the law?  Yes,  i t  is  against  the 

law.   We have the Nat ional  Road Traf f i c  Act  that  governs 20 

the use of  b lue l ights.   Does the le t ter  look authent ic?  I  do  

not  know.   Can we have i t  authent icated in  the department?   

Those are the responses submit ted to Mr Wicks.   But  at  

what  point  are they then saying that  Umama  i s  no t  happy 

wi th media?  I f  the responses,  what  in  the responses was 
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not  she happy wi th?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yesterday we watched a v ideo c l ip  in  

which people were s inging.   I t  was about  Umama  as wel l .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  I  th ink they were saying Umamalo .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja,  ja ,  ja .   [Vernacular ]… depending on 

whether i t  was Is iZulu.   I  d id  not  qui te  hear that  par t .   Is  or  

was Doctor  Mashazi  genera l l y  referred to as Umama?   

LT-COL THEPA :    Correct ,  cor rect .   Everybody just  referred 

to –  wel l ,  those that  I  have been in  contact  wi th .   We are  10 

speaking now,  at  some point  I  was a commander fo r  the VIP  

uni t .   So these are people responsib le for  the conveyance,  

for  the protect ion  of  our  pr inc ipal .   So every t ime we would  

make reference to the Ci ty  Manager,  i t  would be,  no,  they 

would ca l l  Umama .   To me,  she remained the Ci ty  Manager.   

She is  the account ing of f icer .   And Zwel i ,  a lso every t ime he 

would speak to  me about  anyth ing that  is  perceived,  

envisaged wi th in the communicat ions f ramework 

…[vernacular ] .   He would then cal l  me Umchana  and then 

refer  to  the CM as Umama .    20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Colonel .    

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   Colonel ,  in  

your  exchange wi th Commissioner Baloyi ,  you ind ica ted that  

Mr Dlamin i  had expla ined to you that  Umama  was not  

impressed,  Umama  was not  happy by the work of  the media 
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un i t .   I f  I  can take you to paragraph 73 of  your  sta tement?  

Could you p lease have regard to the f i rs t  sentence of  

paragraph 73 and deta i l  that  response to the 

Commissioner?   

LT-COL THEPA :     

“So in  that  very same conversat ion ,  Mr  

Dlamini  advised me to lay low as a  

spokesperson and l imi t  fu r ther  media 

engagements in  my capaci ty  as head of  

media uni t .   He expla ined that  Umama ,  10 

a reference to the Ci ty  Manager,  was 

not  impressed by media uni t  and i ts  

handl ing of  the Mkhwanazi  i ssue. ”  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    And what  d id you understand by advice  

to the ef fect  that  you must  lay low?   

LT-COL THEPA :    Advocate,  i t  is  amazing you would  ask me 

that  because i t  is  the exact  quest ion that  I  had asked Mr  

Dlamin i  in  saying,  Manje Babu  D lamin i ,  are you saying I  

should not  do my work?  I f  that  is  the case,  are you then 

going to move me e lsewhere?  What  must  be the  story?  20 

What  must  be of  the EMPD media?  Because I  a lso  have a 

target  that  I  am chasing.   We need to get  our  sto r ies out .   

Are you then saying I  must  rest r ic t  communicat ion 

a l together?  But  I  mean,  based on th is  cent ra l i sed 

communicat ion,  i t  would seem l ike  i t  is  a  funct ion that  is  
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fa l l ing of f  f rom the EMPD media and PR uni t .    

ADV MOHLASEDI :    And what  t ranspi red in  subsequent  to  

that  conversat ion?  You are at  paragraph 74.    

LT-COL THEPA :    Okay.   I t  reads:  

“At  that  t ime,  I  d id  not  appreciate  the 

closeness between the Ci ty  Manager  

and Br igadier  Mkhwanazi .   In  h indsight ,  

I  see that  he was t ry ing to warn me.”  

You know,  I  rea l l y  took th is  fo r  granted.   I  rea l ly  took i t  for  

granted.   Had I  had an understanding of  what  he meant  10 

when he said,  Umama  is  not  impressed.   There was a t ime 

he made reference to say …[vernacular ]  I  d id  not  

understand what  he meant  by associat ions.   Clear ly ,  maybe 

I  am perceived to not  be wi th in the group of  people that  

needed to be wherever.   I  have no idea.   I  sa id no,  man 

…[vernacular ]  I  am asking who,  Mr Dlamin i?  I  am not  

understanding what  is  happening.   Is  there even an 

associat ion?  I  am just  here doing my work.   You guys have 

taken me to school .   And af te r  get t ing the qual i f icat ion 

which I  had,  now I  need to use i t  to  the fu l l  max.   But  20 

instead,  I  am now receiv ing backlashes fo r  doing my work.   

I  do not  even know what  the expectat ion is  in  th is  instance.   

Maybe i f  i t  is  one that  d ig resses f rom my job descr ip t ion,  I  

would be bet te r  p laced to then say,  no,  you are going 

against  th is  which  is  what  you are appointed for .  
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CHAIRPERSON :    Did he ever  get  to  expla in what 

associat ions he was refer r ing to?   

LT-COL THEPA :    No,  no.   No,  he never expla ined,  

Commissioner.   To date,  I  s t i l l  wonder what  are  those 

associat ions.   Maybe roughness f rom t ruthfu lness.   Maybe 

l ies f rom t ruth.   I t  could be anyth ing,  real l y .   I t  would just  be  

chasing pavements in  th is  instance.    

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   Colonel ,  you 

are st i l l  tak ing the Commission through subsequent  events  

to  that  d iscussion .   You are now at  paragraph 75.    10 

LT-COL THEPA :    So,  I  re turned to the of f ice a f ter  the 

meet ing held at  the EGST.   The EGST is  an administ rat ion 

bui ld ing in  Germiston where the Of f ice of  the Ci ty  Manager  

is ,  o ther  HODs and the l i ke.   So,  af ter  get t ing back to our  

of f ice in  Bedfordview,  I  then in formed the Chief  o f  Pol ice,  

Chief  Mapiyeye,  who then is  a lso amazed by th is .   I  fur ther  

in formed Colonel  Du Plessis because we happened to work 

re lat ive ly c lose in  the space of ,  you know,  inc lud ing the 

mat ter  when IPID came through where I  had roped h im in.   

So,  i t  was only f i t t ing that  he takes note of  what  the  recent  20 

developments are ,  o f  saying,  Lebo,  lay low,  do not  do your 

work as a spokesperson,  do not  –  be scarce.   Make yoursel f  

scarce.   Make yoursel f  scarce.   That  was the expectat ion.   

And I  d id  indeed make mysel f  scarce.    

ADV MOHLASEDI :    P lease proceed.   You are at  paragraph 



    14 NOVEMBER 2025 – DAY 33 

Page 86  o f  140  

 

 

76.    

LT-COL THEPA :    76.   So,  I  la ter  became aware of  the fact  

that  the Ci ty  Manager and Br igadier  Mkhwanazi  have a  

c lose bond and that  Br igadier  Mkhwanazi  not  only had 

access to the Ci ty  Manager,  but  was protected by the Ci ty  

Manager.   How do we go about ,  Commissioners,  to  change 

the ent i re  st ructure of  communicat ion because of  a  s ingle 

mat ter?   

 I  could t race i t  back,  Commissioners,  to  an event  

that  happened in  the Ci ty  of  Ekurhuleni  dur ing lockdown 10 

when an Execut ive Mayor was involved in  an accident  and 

seemingly media  inqui r ies came f ly ing in .   What  was 

expected there was fo r  the EMPD to sponsor a response 

because of  the vehic le that  was in  use being a  pol ice 

vehic le.    

 Now,  th ings have changed,  have taken a drast ic  

change,  a 180 -degree change,  where the Execut ive Mayor,  I  

needed to take in terv iews and expla in processes and 

procedures per ta in ing to the accident  he was involved in .   

L ike I  had ment ioned,  there is  a spokesperson in  the  Of f ice  20 

of  the Execut ive  Mayor and the Ci ty  of  Ekurhuleni ,  be ing  

…[indist inct ] ,  I  mean,  but  I  then had to take what  would be 

the chal lenges that  came wi th the accident  involv ing the 

Execut ive Mayor and there was no issues there.    

 I  had a s i t - in  wi th  Carte B lanche and I  was 
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chast ised great ly  in  what  seemed to be the  protect ion of  our  

Pr inc ipal  wi th in the Ci ty  of  Ekurhu leni ,  I  had taken that  and 

never even received any cr i t ic ism on the same mat ter .   Yet  

we have a very jun ior  person in  the department  who had 

taken to be a b lue l ight  b lesser  a l legedly,  now having to  

change that  wh ich would be pol ic ies in  the Ci ty  of  

Ekurhuleni .   I t  ser iously ra ised eyebrows for  me.   I t  

ser iously ra ised eyebrows.  

CHAIRPERSON :    You ment ioned just  a  change wi th in the  

EMPD which you at t r ibute to  Br igadier ,  or  the protect ion of  10 

Br igadier  Mkhwanazi ,  a l legedly.    

LT-COL THEPA :    Correct ,  a l legedly.    

CHAIRPERSON :    And I  use a l legedly advisedly.   That  is  

not  the only change.   Other  change is  the process to be  

fo l lowed wi th regard to d isc ip l ine was a lso changed.   But  

dur ing the break,  to  mysel f  in ternal ly ,  I  th ink I  counted 

about  three changes inc luding th is  one,  but  now I  forget  the  

th i rd  one.   But  the s imple point  I  want  to  make is  that  i f  

these a l legat ions are t rue,  one wonders what  lay beh ind a l l  

o f  th is  fo r  a l l  o f  these changes to have been made.   And in  20 

respect  of  a l l  o f  them, Br igadier  Mkhwanazi  having been at  

the cent re is  just  amazing.   But  as I  sa id,  I  use a l legedly  

and I  do so advisedly.   Do you wish to comment  on that?   

LT-COL THEPA :    Correct ,  Commissioner,  that  the changes 

were only seen and exper ienced in  the Ci ty  of  Ekurhuleni  
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upon a s ingle media inqui ry that  i t  necessi ta ted as other  

speakers have spoken before  me,  i t  necessi ta ted the 

change in  d isc ip l ine,  the change in  delegat ion systems,  the  

change in  now what  is  a PR funct ion for  the department .   So 

even fo rget  the PR,  the publ ic  re lat ions work of  the uni t .   

Everyth ing has just  been cut  and p laced at  a hal t  in  saying 

you wi l l  not .  

 So what  do not  I  do?  Does i t  mean communicat ion?  

Is  i t  on ly communicat ion?  I f  I  s ta r t  now ventur ing  in to 

publ ic  re lat ions,  that  in  essence in  turn is ,  you know,  I  10 

could s imply  say i t  impl ies that  I  should  not  even engage 

publ ic  re lat ions events in  th is  instance.    

CHAIRPERSON :    You say that  in  paragraph 76,  the last  

paragraph you read,  you say:  

“ I  la ter  became aware of  the fact  that  

the Ci ty  Manager and Br igadier  

Mkhwanazi  have a c lose bond. ”  

That  is  a conclusion.   On what  facts do you base i t?    

LT-COL THEPA :    Commissioners,  as I  had said previously 

that ,  how does one receive such protect ion when i t  is  just  20 

a l legat ion?  We know what  is  requi red by law is  for  one to 

be proven gui l ty  beyond a reasonable doubt .   But  these are 

just  s imple a l legat ions level led to  an ind iv idual  that  would 

be proper ly  invest igated and vent i la ted.   There is  no need 

to touch base wi th people that  a re not  involved or  even 
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l inked to th is  who le debacle.  

 As a spokesperson,  I  had received an inqui ry and I  

had done what  i s  expected of  me and fu r ther  fu rn ished 

responses.   What  was i t  then for  the Ci ty  to  change a  

system of  communicat ion through the cent ra l i sat ion?  I t  is 

protect ion.   What  was i t  then for  the Ci ty  to  say,  no,  I  am 

taking away r igh ts or  even powers  of  what  would be a 

d iv is ional  head coming to issues o f  d isc ip l ine.   I t  is  the very 

same issue.    

 So everyth ing is  cent ra l i sed around Mkhwanazi  10 

because of  the fact  that ,  you know,  an  inqui ry came into the 

department  that  we were never aware of  and seemingly i t  

just  led to a whole lo t  o f  revelat ions.    

CHAIRPERSON :    So the short  po int  is  there is  no way that  

Doctor  Mashazi  would have done any of  th is  i f  they were not  

c lose.  

LT-COL THEPA :    I  suspect  that .   I  know that  to  be t rue,  

Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   Colonel  20 

Thepa,  you are st i l l  on page 19.   Can I  ask you to deal  wi th  

the contents of  paragraph 77 and then p lease a lso move on 

to 78?  

LT-COL THEPA :    So:  

“ In  December  2023,  Br igadier  
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Mkhwanazi  is  then promoted to a 

Deputy Chief  o f  Pol ice having the  rank 

of  Deputy Munic ipal  Commissioner  

under the Operat ions and Specia l ised 

Serv ices.    

ADV MOHLASEDI :    P lease proceed.    

LT-COL THEPA :    So around Feb again in  2024,  I  received 

a media inqui ry.   This was af ter  the department  had taken 

to do a ver i f icat ion of  the members as to the cr iminal  

records that  were  captured.   I t  was d iscovered that  a few of  10 

them had cr iminal  records and more inqui r ies  star ted  

coming in .   I  had received a d i rec t ive,  an inst ruct ion f rom 

the Of f ice of  the Ci ty  Manager in  October  of  2023 and 

February the next  year ,  I  received fur ther  inqui ry per ta in ing 

to the cr iminal  records of  our  members.  

 The long and short  o f  i t  is  here is  an HR mat ter  that  

speaks on what  the Ci ty  in tends to do and the HR processes 

that  a re involved in  what  would be processing these people 

because i t  is  a  cont ractual  e lement  that  has been 

quest ioned here  to say you have Met ro Pol ice  of f icers  20 

having cr iminal  records and fur thermore,  what  is  the Ci ty  

then doing to address the issue that  i ts  members who are 

l inked to the pol ic ing league have cr iminal  records?   

 I  th ink th is  c i rcu lar  or  th is  communiqué would have 

been proper to  then d i rect  and d iver t  th is  inqui ry  to  the 
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Of f ice of  the Ci ty  Manager.   Commissioners,  to  my d ismay,  I  

was inst ructed that  I  wi l l  handle the inqui ry.   How am I  now 

handl ing an inqui ry af te r  being to ld that  th is ,  any form of  

correspondence,  any in terv iews,  anyth ing that  is  to  go out  

of  the department  must  go out  f rom the Of f ice of  the Ci ty  

Manager?   

 Now I  must  take in terv iews on nat ional  TV,  

responding to quest ions that  a re HR re lated when Zwel i  is  

there who is  bet ter  p laced to then ext ract  in format ion f rom 

th is  department  that  would be bet ter  p laced and sui ted to 10 

respond.   But  nonetheless,  i t  is  an inst ruct ion g iven and as 

i t  has been announced,  as  an of f icer ,  you comply  and 

compla in la ter .   So I  compl ied wi th the inst ruct ion.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Maybe you said  so,  but  who said you 

must  deal  wi th  th is  one?   

LT-COL THEPA :    The Of f ice of  the  Ci ty  Manager.    

CHAIRPERSON :    I  want  an ind iv idual .  

LT-COL THEPA :    Zwel i  Dlamin i .   So my l ine of  

communicat ion in  the Of f ice of  the  Ci ty  Manager would be 

as  Zwel i  Dlamin i  because of  the ro le and the funct ion which 20 

he holds as a specia l i s ing in  media  re lated mat ters.    

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  is  a l l  very confusing in  the sense that  

the inst ruct ion that  everyth ing is  going to be done in  the 

Ci ty  Manager 's  of f ice st i l l  s tands and yet  there are these –  

was th is  verbal ,  I  assume?   
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LT-COL THEPA :    This was verbal .   This was verbal ,  

Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Or ora l .   And yet  on the s ide there are  

these ora l  –  I  do not  even know whether  to  say inst ruct ions 

or  requests.   Were you not  at  the same level?   

LT-COL THEPA :    I  would bel ieve …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    This is  fo r  purposes of  the verb I  should 

use.   Should I  say request  or  inst ruct ion?   

LT-COL THEPA :    I  would say by v i r tue of  the of f ice which  

he holds that  they are an account ing body.   So he,  in  10 

essence,  is  more senior .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.   So I  am saying a l l  o f  th is  is  qui te  

confusing.   The inst ruct ion f rom the Ci ty  Manager  stands 

and yet  o ra l l y  he g ives you these inst ruct ions.    

LT-COL THEPA :    Commissioners,  I  suspect  two fo lds  in to 

th is  mat ter .   I  am given an inst ruct ion  that  upon fumbl ing,  

then they have a  leg to stand on in  deal ing wi th me.   And 

the inst ruct ion is  not  even in  wr i t ing.   In  the event  that  I  do 

fumble,  they have a communique which has been issued as 

a d i rect ive in  saying we had to ld  you that  you wi l l  not  be 20 

issuing media sta tements e i ther  than the Of f ice of  the Ci ty  

Manager.    

 How do you even funct ion in  such an inst i tu t ion?  I t  

is  a lmost  l i ke everyth ing,  you wake up in  the morning and 

then somebody feels however they are feel ing,  they g ive a  
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d i f ferent  inst ruct ion to what  is  purpor ted to be the 

inst ruct ion g iven previously.   I t  is  very confusing to t ry  and 

work in  such an envi ronment  because,  l ike I  sa id,  as a  

pol ice of f icer ,  you comply,  un less the inst ruct ion is  of  

course unlawfu l ,  Commissioners.    

CHAIRPERSON :    I  would have thought  as a pol ice of f icer  

you comply when the inst ruct ion comes f rom another  pol i ce 

of f icer .    

LT-COL THEPA :    Ind i rect ly ,  Of f ice of  the Ci ty  Manager,  

they are the head of  administ ra t ion.   As pol ice  of f icers 10 

under the head of  Chief  Mapiyeye,  we are a lso 

administ rators.   So ours,  i t  is  to  carry out  inst ruct ions that  

have been g iven and pray and hope that  they are not  

unlawfu l  in  any way.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Colonel ,  a t  paragraph 77 you speak to  

General  Mkhwanazi 's ,  not  Genera l ,  Br igadier  Mkhwanazi 's  

promot ion.   And then ear l ie r  on you had said at  paragraph 

37 when you were  speaking to,  you do not  need to go  there,  

when you were speaking to –  when you star ted engaging 20 

wi th IPID when Mr Xulu [? ]  s tar ted engaging wi th you.   a t  37 

you said that  EMP members were aware that  there was an 

ongoing IPID invest igat ion.   So,  at  the t ime of  h is  promot ion  

in  December 2023,  do you have a recol lect ion of  where the 

IPID invest igat ion  was?  Was i t  s t i l l  ongoing?  Had i t  been 
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concluded?   

LT-COL THEPA :    You know,  i t  is  very v iv id  in  my head 

because,  Commissioners,  even having to co l la te th is  

in format ion what  is  documentary  p laced before  you,  I  

needed to maybe just  express the fact  that  I  was suspended 

and recent ly  returned to the of f i ce.   And as such,  I  was not  

able to  ret r ieve anyth ing that  would speak to documentary  

evidence.   But  v iv id ly ,  I  remember  that  I  had submi t ted my 

statement  as to  whether  the conc lusion of  IPID report  was 

done,  i t  is  very b lur ry fo r  me.   I  am sorry I  could not  answer 10 

that  wi th  an af f i rmat ive.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  then I  ho ld back my quest ion.   

Thank you.    

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   Colonel  

Thepa,  we are st i l l  on page 20 of  your  wi tness sta tement .   

You are on paragraph 79.   Can I  ask you to deal  wi th  that  

paragraph?   

LT-COL THEPA :    May I  go back to  77,  p lease?  Maybe just  

to  state in  record that  i t  is  common cause tha t  when 

members of  the  EMPD grow wi th in the ranks,  that  i t  is  20 

something to ce lebrate as a department .   I t  is  something to 

brag about  as a department .   We have had instances where 

we have seen two Deputy Chief  o f  Pol ice appointed and we 

had done a proper media coverage on i t .   You know,  a  

media re lease has been sent  out  in  now announcing the two 
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Deputy Chief  o f  Pol ice,  being Commissioner  Spies 

responsib le fo r  Auxi l ia ry  Support  Serv ices,  and 

Commissioner Gcwabe who was responsib le fo r  Secur i ty  

and Loss Contro l .   

 So we had done a coverage of  tha t  s tory.   This one 

wi th Deputy Ch ief  Mkhwanazi  now,  there was never 

anyth ing of  that  sor t .   There was never anyth ing formal ly  

done where,  you know,  par t  o f  the event  would  be media,  

take us through th is  and prepare a media statement ,  

announce on the  promot ion of  a  senior  of f i cer  wi th in the 10 

department .   So due to a l l  th is  that  has been happening,  the 

inst ruct ion that  cont radicts and conf l i c ts  i t se l f ,  I  am now 

caught  up to wonder i f  he is  p romoted,  why d id media not  

cover i t?  

  I  mean,  as a spokesperson,  I  would have wanted to  

brag that  yet  again,  in  the Ci ty  of  Ekurhuleni  seeing 

promot ion where in ternal  growth is  imminent ,  you know.   A 

whole d i rector  has now been promoted to the level  o f  a  

Deputy Chief  o f  Pol ice,  creat ing  an upward,  you know.   

Something to brag about  as a department ,  but  i t  never 20 

happened in  th is  instance.   So I  just  needed to p lace that  

on record,  Commissioners.   Thank you.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Of  course,  in  accordance wi th the 

inst ruct ion f rom Doctor  Mashanzi .   Ord inar i l y  now, 

accord ing to the inst ruct ion,  th is  would have had to come 
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f rom her of f ice.   

LT-COL THEPA :    Technical l y .   Technical ly ,  I  would suspect  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   I  am not  at  a l l  tak ing anyth ing away 

f rom the points you make.  

LT-COL THEPA :    Correct ,  Commission.   

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  th ings being equal ,  i t  is  your  of f ice 

that  should have done th is .   I  accept  that .   I  am just  saying,  

but  now i t  i s  a fact  the inst ruct ion f rom Doctor  Mashazi  

ex ists and therefore i t  lay wi th them to issue that  sor t  o f  10 

media statement .   

LT-COL THEPA :    That  i s  cor rect ,  Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.  

LT-COL THEPA :    And the quest ion is ,  was such was such 

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Now –  yes,  yes,  yes.   

LT-COL THEPA :    Was such media re lease ever  publ ished 

in  the Ci ty?  I  have never seen one that  spoke to that .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.   Then the point  I  want  to  make 

is ,  would I  be  speculat ing in  a manner that  has no 20 

foundat ion whatsoever i f  I  sa id,  i f  I  were in  the i r  posi t ion,  I  

too would not  have issued that  media statement?  The 

reason being,  ra ther  than being celebrated that  is  the  

promot ion,  i t  wou ld have caused people to  go back to the  

Jef f  Wicks inqui ry  and ar t ic le .   They would say,  how is  such 
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a  person being promoted?  So speculat ing,  I  would say that  

is  the reason why i t  was done quiet ly .   Do you wish to  

comment  on that?  

LT-COL THEPA :    You are 100% cor rect ,  Commissioner,  in  

that  in  h indsight  i t  is  exact ly  that .   They cannot  even 

announce h is promot ion to the wor ld,  to  the nat ion and say 

the EMPD has now appointed a Chief  when there is  s t i l l  a  

dark c loud hanging over  what  is  a l legat ions l inked to those 

b lue l ights.   And fur thermore,  the explanat ion that  had to be  

provided in  saying,  but  why then was he considered a  10 

candidate i f  a l ready there is  s t i l l  some unf in ished business?  

But  l ike we said,  Commissioner ,  not  even cast ing any 

aspers ions,  I  th ink the Commission is  qui te  competent  to  

handle those e lements.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Was th is  p romot ion announced in ternal ly  

to  the staf f?   

LT-COL THEPA :    I  do not  remember.   Commissioner,  

normal ly  i t  is  common cause that  when appointments are 

done in  the depar tment ,  media,  I  would have to  avai l  one of  

us as media l ia is ing of f icers to  go  do a coverage of  that .   20 

Did we ever have that?  Absolute ly  not .   I  too was shocked 

when –  i t  was in  December of  2023,  we had a  fest ive  

season launch in  the Thembisa  area a long the R562,  where  

Commissioner Mkhwanazi  came wi th h is  ranks and I  was 

taken aback to say,  okay,  you know,  i f  i t  does not  concern  
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you,  then do not  ask quest ions.   Ask no quest ions and hear 

no l ies.   So I  just  kept  i t  to  that .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Then that  react ion that  you say you had 

in  December would suggest  that  in ternal ly  you d id not  

become aware of  th is .   

LT-COL THEPA :    I  was not  aware.   I  was not  aware,  

Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   Is  i t  fa i r  to  say then in  a l l  

l ike l ihood,  there was no announcement  in te rnal ly?  

LT-COL THEPA :    There was no announcement ,  yes.   10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   Colonel  

Thepa,  for  purposes of  th is  sect ion  of  your  test imony,  could 

I  ask you to go to your annexure  bundle,  the other  f i le?  

P lease open up page 27.   Page 27 is  annexure K8.   I t  fa l ls  

under annexure K8,  but  could you p lease go to page 27.   

Are you there?   

LT-COL THEPA :    Yes,  ma 'am,  thank you.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Then could  you p lease go to your  

wi tness statement?  We are at  paragraph 79.   P lease speak 20 

to that  paragraph.   

LT-COL THEPA :    So on paragraph 79,  I  s lowly star ted to  

get  rest r ic ted in  my work and,  f ina l ly ,  on the 31 s t  o f  Ju ly  

2024 at  about  17:00 hours,  an emai l  was –  an emai l  is  sent  

by Br igadier  Mkhwanazi  to  the Chief  o f  Pol ice,  the HOD 
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Human Resource,  Ms L inda Gxasheka,  and has cop ied the 

management  of  the department ,  s tat ing that  the media uni t  

is  d isbanded wi th immediate ef fect ,  and i t  i s  a t tached as 

KX8.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  Co lonel .   Could you p lease 

have regard to page 27 i tse l f?   I  wi l l  ask you a few 

quest ions based on the document .   You say in  paragraph 79 

that  that  is  an emai l  f rom Br igadier  Mkhwanazi .   Could you 

read –  le t  us star t  wi th  the emai l  a t  the bot tom of  the page.   

The page ref lects  two emai ls ,  do you see that?   10 

LT-COL THEPA :    Okay.   So the emai l  is  f rom Jul ius 

Mkhwanazi  wi th  an Ekurhuleni  emai l  address.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you.   P lease te l l  the Commission  

when the emai l  was sent .  

LT-COL THEPA :    The emai l  was sent  on  the 31 s t  o f  Ju ly at  

05:05 on a Wednesday.   

ADV MOHLASEDI :    And the subjec t  mat ter  of  the emai l?    

LT-COL THEPA :    I t  says the subject  being immediate 

d isbandment  of  media uni t .   

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Okay.   Can you go back to the l is t  o f  20 

the recip ients of  the emai l?   Under 2.   

LT-COL THEPA :    So 2,  i t  is  d i rected to Isaac Mapiyeye, 

who is  the Chief  o f  Pol ice,  L inda Gxasheka,  who is  the 

human resource head of  department ,  Hami l ton Ledwaba,  

who was the d iv is ional  head for  L icencing then,  Revo Spies,  
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Deputy Chief  for  Auxi l iary and Support  Serv ices,  Ndumiso 

Gcwabe being the Deputy Chief  for  Secur i ty  and Loss 

Contro l ,  and last ly  i t  i s  L inda Na icker  who is  the  PA for  

Doctor  Mashazi .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Colonel  Thepa,  were you cop ied in?   

Was th is  communicat ion d i rected towards you?  Are you 

l is ted e i ther  under 2 or  CC on the emai l?    

LT-COL THEPA :    No,  Commissioners.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Could I  then ask you to look at  the 

bot tom of  page?   10 

CHAIRPERSON :    And sorry,  sor ry.   Those cc 'd were some 

of  them at  your  level  or  perhaps even below your level?  Do 

not  run,  ja ,  just  do not  go through the l is t ,  but  jus t ,  ja ,  go 

through i t  pure ly for  purposes of  looking,  ja .    

LT-COL THEPA :    I  th ink i t  would be d i f f i cu l t  fo r  me to say,  

Commissioners,  because there has been appointments that  

have happened in  the Ci ty  and,  a t  that  t ime,  I  am not  sure  

who got  appointed to what  level .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.   

LT-COL THEPA :    But  looking at  i t ,  I  th ink g ive or  take,  i t  20 

would be around af ter  the promot ions were done and i t  

would be the middle to  upper management  of  the  

department .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.   I  just  wanted to get  an idea of  

whether  you were del iberate ly s ide l ined.   Thank you.   
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Thanks,  Ms Mohlasedi .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   Colonel ,  we 

are at  the bot tom of  page 27.   You have to ld the  

Commission what  the subject  mat ter  of  the emai l  is .   I t  is 

the immediate d isbandment  of  the media uni t .   Could I  ask 

you to read those two paragraphs a t  the bot tom of  page 27?   

LT-COL THEPA :    So i t  reads:  

“Good af te rnoon.   As per  yesterday 's 

meet ing wi th the Ci ty  Manager  wi th 

regards to the immediate d isbandment  10 

of  the media uni t ,  I  have come to a  

decis ion that  the members wi l l  be 

deployed to d i f ferent  regions under  

operat ions and Specia l i sed Serv ice.   

They wi l l  repor t  d i rect ly  to  the  

Di rectors as of  the 1 s t  of  August  2024. ”  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    And when you turn over  the page to 

page 28 wi thout  necessar i l y  d isc los ing the names of  the 

ind iv iduals there,  p lease in form the Commission what  the  

content  of  that  page is .    20 

LT-COL THEPA :    So,  I  would suspect  that  the content  is  to  

announce the immediate d isbandment  of  the  uni t  and to 

fur ther  deploy or  t ransfer  o r  even redeploy the members of  

the media and PR uni t .    

ADV MOHLASEDI :    And,  Colonel  Thepa,  the f i rs t  sentence 
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on page 28,  could  you just  read tha t  in to the record?   

LT-COL THEPA :    I t  speaks to the deployment  i s  as fo l lows.   

I t  l is ts  a l l  the n ine members.    

ADV MOHLASEDI :    And is  your  name inc luded in  that  l i s t  

or  not?   

LT-COL THEPA :    I t  is  inc luded,  Commissioners.    

ADV MOHLASEDI :    And when you speak about  a l l  the n ine  

members,  i s  that  a speci f i c  reference,  i s  that  a ca tegory?  

P lease expla in what  you mean by a l l  the n ine members.  

LT-COL THEPA :    So i t  is  the n ine members that  had 10 

belonged to the  Ekurhuleni  Met ro Pol ice Depar tment 's  

media uni t .    

ADV MOHLASEDI :    And what  appears at  the bot tom of  the 

page?   

LT-COL THEPA :    I t  is  a  s ignature which before  that  i t  

reads:  

“Hope you f ind the above in  order .   

Kind regards,  JD Mkhwanazi ,  Deputy  

Chief  o f  Pol ice,  Operat ions and 

Specia l i sed Serv ice,  Ekurhuleni  Metro  20 

Pol ice Department . ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    Did anybody ever  wr i te  to  you d i rect ly ,  

Colonel ,  and say that  Colonel ,  now you are  being 

redeployed?   

LT-COL THEPA :    The very same emai l  that  was forwarded 
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to  the Chief  o f  Pol ice,  he then took l iber ty  to  fo rward to 

mysel f  and Colonel  Du Plessis in  h is  of f ice.   Probably for  

not ing,  maybe to  in form.   I t  cou ld have been anyth ing,  

Commissioners,  but  I  suspect  that  th is  to  me was very 

confusing.   As to  the author  of  the emai l ,  i t  is  somebody 

who does not  even have power to  deploy …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Before we get  to  the power,  we should do 

deal  wi th ,  I  th ink,  paragraph 80 of  your  statement .  

LT-COL THEPA :    My apology.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am just  in terested in  the communicat ion 10 

of  the decis ion.   I  know noth ing  about  HR issues,  but  I  

would imagine that  i f  you are being redeployed,  someone 

must  wr i te  to  you d i rect ly  and say,  Colonel  Thepa,  I  am now 

redeploying you and f rom now onwards you are going to be  

stat ioned at  OR Tambo Internat ional  A i rpor t .   I  just  f ind that  

s t range,  and to say st range,  I  th ink i t  is  even an 

understatement .  

LT-COL THEPA :    I t  speaks to the management  that  i s  

wi th in the department ,  where such emai ls  would be reduced 

to wr i t ing.   You are not  even sure whether  i t  is  an 20 

inst ruct ion or  is  i t  s t i l l  on a consul tat ion basis,  i f  i t  is 

anyth ing to go by.   I t  is  the EMPD.  

CHAIRPERSON :    So you are saying basica l l y  to  th is  day 

you never ever  got  any communicat ion that  was d i rected to 

you wi th regard to  the redeployment .    
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LT-COL THEPA :    Commissioners,  I  had on numerous 

occasions requested fo r  my redeployment  to  be in  wr i t ing.   I  

have st r ings of  emai ls  sent  to  the author  of  the  emai l ,  

inc luding the Of f ice of  the Chief  o f  Pol ice being Chief  

Mapiyeye,  but  seemingly no th ing was for thcoming.   

Eventual ly  when a gr ievance was lodged,  i t  was lodged in  

the absence of  a redeployment  le t ter .    

CHAIRPERSON :    So ef fect ive ly,  the wr i te r  of  KX8 took the 

v iew that  th is  would eventual ly  reach you through other  

people,  o ther  people who may by thei r  own choice share 10 

th is  wi th you.    

LT-COL THEPA :    I  honest ly  do not  know what  the  author  

was th ink ing in  th is  regard,  Commissioner.   Since the 

af fected people w i l l  be media and PR uni t ,  i t  was on ly f i t t ing  

that  even on a level  o f  not ing purposes that ,  you know,  

would have inc luded me as the commander fo r  the media 

and PR.   But  fur thermore,  I  see even the omission  on the  

staf f  o f f i ce and the Of f ice of  the Chief  o f  Pol ice,  who 

happens to be on the  same rank as major i t y  of  the 

recip ients  of  th is  emai l ,  who was whether  del iberate or  20 

er roneously excluded,  but  i t  is  the communique that  

eventual ly  reached us and shocked us.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja,  because I  would have thought  i f  

Br igadier ,  he was Commissioner by  now,  r ight?   

LT-COL THEPA :    Yes,  he was a  Commissioner at  th is  
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po int .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I f  Commissioner  Mkhwanazi  thought  he  

had the power  to  wr i te  th is ,  he should have wr i t ten  

somewhere in  i t  something to the ef fect  that  those in  

author i ty  over  the  af fected employees or  of f icers must  b r ing 

th is  to  the at tent ion of  those of f icers.   Something l ike that  

would have made sense at  least .   Let  us leave aside the 

just i f i cat ion fo r  wr i t ing i t  a t  a l l .  

LT-COL THEPA :    True,  t rue,  Commissioner.   L ike I  sa id,  as 

a spokesperson,  you speak on behal f  o f  the Head of  10 

Department .   Is  i t  the Head of  Department  in  th is  instance 

that  has brought  th is  to  my at tent ion?  Yes.   Has the Head 

of  Department  then said anyth ing around h im in saying he 

endorses,  he  refu tes,  he approves?  No.   So i t  was,  whether  

for  not ing purposes,  I  take i t  and that  I  am not  just  

surpr ised and shocked the next  day I  am cal led in  to  say 

you go report  a t  OR Tambo.   Maybe i t  was the purpose and 

i t  is  a  very chal lenging one,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And what  d id Chief  Mapiyeye say when 

he shared th is  wi th you?   20 

LT-COL THEPA :    I  was shocked.   I  was shocked.   I  asked 

the staf f  o f f icers to  say,  and now what  i s  happening?  But  

fur thermore,  Commissioners,  I  had seen where there was a  

meet ing that  had taken p lace,  where in  at tendance the Ci ty  

Manager was there.   Knowing how th ings are operated,  
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noth ing wi l l  be approved or  done wi thout  that  which would 

be the inst ruct ion  or  even the approval  o f  the Ci ty  Manager.   

So i t  reads that :  

“As per  yesterday 's meet ing wi th  the  

City Manager wi th regards to  the  

immediate d isbandment  of  the media  

uni t . ”   

So meaning the agenda point  there  was d isbandment  of  the 

media uni t .   As to reasons behind g iven for  the 

d isbandment ,  i t  is  unknown to me.   L ike I  sa id,  a t  no g iven 10 

point  were we cr i t iqued on the work that  we had done.   At  

no g iven point  were we chal lenged or  even had issues wi th  

the work that  was done by the media team wi th in the EMPD.  

So f rom th is ,  where the Ci ty  Manager had endorsed or  

approved or  even inst ructed fo r  the d isbandment ,  I  th ink  

that  is  when I  knew that ,  look Lebo,  you have b i t ten more  

than what  you could chew.    

CHAIRPERSON :    We have come to know a t  th is  

Commission that  the words immediate and d isbandment  go 

together .  20 

LT-COL THEPA :    I t  is  synonymous,  Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Mohlasedi .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Let  me just  ask  th is .   In  that  f i rs t  l ine in 

that  emai l ,  i t  says:  

“As per  yesterday 's meet ing wi th  the  
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Ci ty  Manager wi th regards to  the  

immediate d isbandment  of  the media  

uni t . ”   

Did Chief  Mapiyeye,  and i f  not  h im,  th rough your own 

in format ion,  ever  come to say to you or  in fo rm you rather ,  

that  that  meet ing,  whatever  meet ing he is  referr ing to,  

d iscussed the d isbandment  of  the media uni t ,  whether  there 

was such a d iscussion as a mat ter  of  fact?   

LT-COL THEPA :    You know,  I  cannot  remember  because 

dur ing th is  per iod,  we were a lso  having what  would be 10 

awareness not i f icat ions sent  to  members of  the publ ic  

where they would have thei r  veh ic les impounded,  to  say 

that  th is  i s  a ca l l  be ing made to the owners o f  these 

movable propert ies  to  come and c la im.   So,  i t  was a busy 

week where we had inv i ted media houses and fur thermore,  

prepar ing for  the b id wi th our  pound sect ion for  that  aspect  

of  –  but  as to  whether  I  was –  I  cannot  remember.   I  cannot 

remember and maybe I  would not  have received i t  as a 

shock.   Maybe I  ga ined reasons for  not  te l l ing me as I  do 

not  even know the content .   I  could just  speculate,  20 

Commissioners,  my apologies.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    So as you s i t  now,  you do not  know 

whether  as a mat ter  of  fact  a  meet ing wi th a Ci ty  Manager  

held on the 30 t h  o f  Ju ly d iscussed the d isbandment  of  the 

media uni t .   You do not  know that  as a mat ter  of  fac t .    
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LT-COL THEPA :    I  do not  know i f  there  was ever  a meet ing 

inv i te  sent  out  and wi th the  agenda points that  would  speak 

to maybe media or  d isbandment  thereof  to  the Of f ice of  the  

Chief  because that  d iary would be ar ranged by h is personal  

assistant .   I  would not  know,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   Colonel ,  we 

are st i l l  on page 27.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Are you leaving the communica t ion?   

ADV MOHLASEDI :    P lease ask your quest ion,  10 

Commissioner.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    In  the annexures,  the Colonel 's  

response to the emai l  is  there,  so I  was wonder ing i f  you 

are going to deal  wi th  i t .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    May I  a l low you to ask the quest ion,  

Commissioner?  I  am not  sure I . . .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Colonel ,  you were asked how the  

emai l  reached you,  and you said i t  was fo rwarded to  you by 

Chief  Mapiyeye.   So,  on page 27,  I  see that  there is  an 

emai l  the fo l lowing day on Thursday,  1 August  2024,  where  20 

Isaac Mapiyeye forwards the same emai l  to  you.   Was that  

the emai l  you are referr ing to?   

LT-COL THEPA :    That  i s  cor rect ,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes,  and then i f  you go to page 24,  i t  

is  now the same day,  1 August  2024,  at  a round 14:41.   I  am 
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assuming that  that  is  then your response to the  emai l  you 

have just  received f rom Chief  Mapiyeye.    

LT-COL THEPA :    No,  Commissioner.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Page 24?   

LT-COL THEPA :    Page 24.   No,  Commissioner.   So,  what  

th is  i s ,  is  I  had received fur ther  media inqui r ies.   So,  on the  

f i le  there is  a  page 26 where  the Caxton group –  Caxton,  i t  

is  a  local  media group that  we have in  Ekurhuleni .   They 

had fo rwarded th is  communique to me,  and,  you know,  I  am 

in no posi t ion,  no l iber ty  to  respond to i t  due to the  10 

d isbandment  of  the uni t .    

 I  then forwarded to the of f ice of ,  I  th ink by then i t  

was the Act ing Chief  who was Commissioner Mkhwanazi .   I  

had fo rwarded to h is  of f ice,  who then said I  must  forward i t  

to  Zwel i .   So,  I  am being redeployed to do operat ional  work 

at  the OR Tambo.   I  must  fu r ther  do administ rat i ve work fo r  

media and PR.   So,  i t  was just  confusing fo r  me,  and that  i s  

when I  had said,  wi th  a l l  due respect ,  exact ly  where am I  

work ing and what  is  my work precise ly.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So,  then what  is  that  emai l  on page 20 

24,  bot tom of  the page,  at  14:41?   

LT-COL THEPA :    So,  i t  says 1 s t  o f  August .   Okay,  so  i t  was 

af ter  the  inqui ry came in.   I  wr i te  to  the management .   I t  

says:  

“ I t  has come to my at tent ion that  I  keep 
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receiv ing communique,  even in ternal ly ,  

for  media-re lated  purposes.   From the 

meet ing held today,  chai red by Deputy 

Chief  o f  Pol ice  Mkhwanazi ,  i t  was 

establ ished that  the uni t  was banned 

two days ago,  and no engagements  

were made wi th var ious stakeholders.   

So,  a l though the redeployment  is  done,  

and received wi th great  protest ,  I  am 

humbly request ing fo r  i t  to  be in  10 

wr i t ing.   I  wish to exerc ise  my 

d iscret ion over  i t .   Can the Ci ty  p lease 

issue or  not i fy  var ious media houses of  

my redeployment ,  that  I  know the then 

media team engages wi th them?  I  wi l l  

be comfor table  knowing that  my 

request  i s  receiv ing your  utmost  

at tent ion.   Regards,  KT.”  

So,  i t  was in  response to having been d isbanded,  and 

having received fur ther  media inqui r ies,  and having an 20 

expectat ion to say every  t ime a  media inqui ry i s  fo rwarded 

to you,  then d i rec ted to the Of f ice of  the Ci ty  Manager.   Can 

we have a system then where the inst i tu t ion,  the  

department ,  powers that  be,  in fo rm our stakeholders,  the 

media  that  is ,  in  saying that ,  no,  th is  person is  no  longer,  o r  
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that  we do not  have a media team anymore,  and as such,  a l l  

correspondence wi l l  go to the Of f ice of  the Ci ty  Manager.   

That  is  the g ist  o f  i t ,  Commissioner .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And the people you copied on th is  

emai l ,  d id  they inc lude the now Deputy Chief  Mkhwanazi?   

LT-COL THEPA :    Correct .   Cor rect ,  Commissioner .   I  am 

not  f ind ing i t  here.   But  i t  would have,  because in  essence,  

i t  is  a  request  be ing put  to  h im,  and i t  would be,  again,  to  

the Chief  o f  Pol ice,  to  the Deputy Chief  o f  Pol ice,  and a lso  

the communicat ions department  under the,  or  in  the  Of f ice 10 

of  the Ci ty  Manager,  Mr Zwel i  Dlamin i  saying,  can we have 

th is  rect i f ied,  p lease,  or  e lse I  am going to be expected to  

do operat ional  work,  only that  there is  s t i l l  a  great  

expectat ion wi th media work f rom me.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    [ Ind ist inct ]… barred.   His emai l  says 

the EMPD's media uni t  is  d isbarred.    

LT-COL THEPA :    Yes,  i t  does say so,  Commissioner .   From 

the Caxton Group,  where the quest ions are as fo l lows to 

say:  

“May the Ci ty  k ind ly conf i rm on whether  20 

or  not  the  EMPD's media uni t  has been 

d isbar red,  and the reason why th is  is  

the case?  And fur thermore,  what  

speci f ic  act ion led  to the media  uni t  

d isbarment?  As we have been 
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in formed that  i t  was involuntary,  how 

long wi l l  the d isbarment  last ,  and wi l l  

th is  d isbarment  not  impact  the local  

media and i ts  operat ions?  What  impact  

wi l l  the d isbarment  have on the media  

uni t ’ s  operat ion and employees?”  

I  th ink Caxton was correct  in  tak ing in terest  as one of  our  

local  media house that  we have there.   In  essence,  i t  covers 

the th ree regions of  Ekurhuleni .   You would have your 

Kempton Express,  your  Thembisa,  and belonging to the 10 

Caxton group.   You have your Brakpan Herald belonging to 

the Caxton group,  and fur thermore,  the A lber ton Records in  

the southern region,  and the Germiston News in  the 

southern region a lso belonging to the Caxton group.    

 So I  th ink thei rs was qui te  important  in  asking what  

about  us,  because here is  th is  sect ion d iv is ion uni t  that  we 

re l ied on,  and knowing that  whatever  i t  is  we needed would  

refer  to  them.  At  t imes,  they even refer  th ings that  are not  

re lated to EMPD,  and we just  d iver t  them to the re levant  

departments as such.    20 

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ms Mohlasedi ,  I  see that  i t  is  get t ing 

c lose to  1 o 'c lock and we are st i l l  to  star t  wi th  another  

wi tness,  as I  understand.   I  hope you wi l l  not  f ight  wi th  me 

i f  I  suggest  that  perhaps we should request  the Colonel  to  
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s imply read what  remains of  her  s tatement ,  and I  hope my 

col leagues wi l l  no t  ask thei r  copious quest ions.   I  wi l l  t ry  to  

keep mum.  Are you f ine wi th that?  No,  I  am k idding,  

Commissioner.   This i s  an inqui ry.   This is  an invest igat ion.   

I f  we must  ask quest ions,  we must .    

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Chai rperson,  I  would not  have an 

object ion wi th tha t  proposal .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    I t  would come wi th one request ,  o f  

course,  which is  that  the l ine  of  w i tnesses who have come 10 

to the Commission are usual ly  g iven an opportuni ty  at  the  

end,  usual ly  to  d iscuss under the impact  of  the i r  l ives.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Yes.   Colonel  Thepa d id not  have an 

opportuni ty  to  do that  in  her  wi tness statement .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    So i f  she would be provided 

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  by a l l  means.    

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Otherwise …[ in tervenes] .  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    By a l l  means,  yes.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And by that ,  I  do not  mean i f ,  for 

example,  you want  to  substant ia te on an issue.   P lease feel  

f ree to do so.    
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ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  thank you.   Wi l l  you d i rect  the 

witness to the re levant  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    We wi l l .   Thank you,  Chai rperson.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Colonel ,  we are on page 20 of  your  

wi tness statement .   You were at  paragraph 80.   And 

fo l lowing on f rom the d i rect ion f rom the Chai rperson,  p lease 

read.    

LT-COL THEPA :    So the  emai l  i s  then sent  to  mysel f  and 10 

Colonel  Du Plessis,  who is  the staf f  o f f i cer ,  shocked,  of  

course,  shocked as to the content ,  what  has happened now,  

what  have we done.   Wel l ,  I  th ink looking at  the content  

thereof  and the author ,  I  had then understood to say,  but  

no,  wai t ,  who is  redeploying me in  th is  instant?  Because he 

fur ther  says in  the emai l  that  I  had taken a dec is ion to 

p lease these people in  th is  fashion.    

 So is  he now tak ing over  the competency of  what  

would be that  rest r i c ted for  the Chief  o f  Pol ice?  Or is  he 

now then saying that  by powers vested in  h im through the 20 

Of f ice of  the Ci ty  Manager,  he is  now taken a decis ion to do  

that?  And why is  he even the one to be announcing to the 

ent i re  management  of  the department  when the Chief  o f  

Pol ice hasn' t  even had h is input  o r  even d isseminated such 

in format ion to us,  the af fected par t ies?   
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 And maybe he would have wanted to take in  a  

process of  consu l t ing us and just  expla in ing the process 

and fur thermore deploying us,  as i t  is  r ight fu l ly  h is  

competency to do  and prerogat ive.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Can you then read your statement  f rom 

paragraph 80 a l l  the way to the end?   

LT-COL THEPA :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And af te r  you are done,  can you then 

state the impact  o f  a l l  o f  th is  on you?   

LT-COL THEPA :     10 

“So f i rs t ly ,  I  d id  not  accept  that  

Brigadier  Mkhwanazi  had the power to  

d isband the media uni t .   Secondly ,  he 

d id not  have the power to  redeploy us 

as  EMP of f i cers.   That  i s  a power  and 

competency exerc ised by the Chief  o f  

Pol ice as the head of  department .   But  

f rom reading the  emai l ,  i t  was c lear  

that  th is  took p lace wi th the approval  o f  

the Ci ty  Manager .   I  decided to put  up 20 

a f ight  against  the decis ion.   I  a t tended 

a meet ing in  Germiston on the 2 n d  o f  

August  2024.   I  re layed my quest ions 

to h im and wanted to understand the 

basis for  d isbanding the media uni t .   
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No d i rect  or  suf f ic ient  answer  was 

provided to me.   In  order  to  protect  

mysel f ,  I  requested that  my 

redeployment  be p laced in  wr i t ing.   I t  

was at  that  s tage c lear  to  me that  a  

proper process was not  fo l lowed fo r  the  

d isbandment  and the purpor ted 

deployment .   I  demanded to  be  

provided wi th a  le t ter  conf i rming my 

deployment  in  wr i t ing.   I  resolved to 10 

inst i tu te a gr ievance against  the  

decis ion makers and a wr i t ten 

document  would  assist  wi th  th is .   

Br igadier  Mkhwanazi ,  Commiss ioner  

now,  had commit ted and said tha t  he 

would prepare the redeployment  le t ter  

for  me.   Af ter  I  le f t  h is  of f i ce at  the  end 

of  the meet ing,  Br igadier  Mkhwanazi  

sa id to  me that  I  must  not  chal lenge 

the Ci ty  Manager .   I  expla ined that  I  20 

was not  chal lenging the Ci ty  Manager,  

but  I  am chal lenging the procedure  

adopted.   Br igad ier  Mkhwanazi  never 

sent  me a redeployment  le t ter .   To  

date,  even seated here,  I  have not  



    14 NOVEMBER 2025 – DAY 33 

Page 117  o f  140  

 

 

received a redeployment  le t te r .   I  then 

lodged a gr ievance and that  just  took 

the route  of  labour mat ters.   In  ear ly  

August  2024,  I  accepted my fate and 

moved to the a i rpor t  and compl ied wi th  

the inst ruct ions being g iven.   Whi ls t  

there,  again in  August ,  I  learned that  

Chief  Mapiyeye is  now suspended.”  

Of  course,  I  am no longer in  the media space,  but  yet ,  you 

know,  i t  is  what  i t  is :  10 

“Over the course of  t ime,  I  became 

set t led in  my new ro le.   However,  I  

subsequent ly  d iscovered that  the 

EMPD media uni t  was never d isbanded.   

My team of  e igh t  l ia ison of f icers  had 

been deployed to var ious p laces and 

they cont inued to  be doing media work.   

At  th is  point ,  I  rea l i sed that  the p lan  

was just  to  move me out  of  the  media  

uni t . ”  20 

And th is ,  o f  course,  Commissioners,  i t  is  where I  am 

appointed.   I  am the appointed spokesperson wi th an  

appointment  le t ter .   And having  to be the responsib le  

person moved out ,  and when people who are seconded in  

that  are being kept  to  run the work,  i t  enunciates on the  
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level  o f  competency wi th in  the C i ty ,  and my apology for  

that ,  but  i t  just  spoke volumes to show the type of  

management  systems that  are in  there.  

 Dictatorship would best  descr ibe i t  because,  you 

know,  when g iven an inst ruct ion,  you cannot  even quest ion,  

how do I  not  chal lenge a process,  the fa i rness o f  being 

moved out  of  an  appointed posi t ion?  I  was not  seconded 

there.   I f  maybe i t  was issues of  capaci ty ,  le t  us star t  wi th  

the seconded group and then le t  us look at  that  which  would  

be your cont ract  of  employment .   But  that  was never the 10 

case,  Commissioners.    

 On paragraph 89,  ja ,  i t  just  took a  turn of  not i fy ing 

my union and,  you know,  inst i tu t ing gr ievance procedures,  

and fur thermore,  what  would be expected to be an outcome.   

I  remember that  my issue was such a hot  potato,  i t  could  

never be handled.   And as a last  s tage of  handl ing 

in ternal ly ,  because on a gr ievance procedure,  you star t  wi th  

the immediate superv isor  and then i t  moves on to the head 

of  department .   I f  i t  is  not  resolved,  then i t  becomes the  

responsib i l i t y  of  the Ci ty  Manager.  20 

 When i t  got  to  the level  o f  the Ci ty  Manager,  i t  was 

referred to Advocate Behar i ,  who is  the head of  Department  

for  Legal  and Corporate Serv ices.   Despi te factual  ev idence 

provided to h im,  we are ta lk ing appointment  le t ter ,  the work 

being done,  the fact  that  the uni t  is  not  even d isbanded,  
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that  they are st i l l  cont inu ing doing media work,  he s imply 

to ld me he wi l l  not  ru le in  my favour and I  must  seek re l ie f  

e lsewhere and f ind a l te rnat ive means of  chal leng ing the  

system.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Colonel ,  your  immediate superv isor ,  now 

you are redeployed.    

LT-COL THEPA :    Correct .   To th is  OR Tambo precinct  

commander.  

LT-COL THEPA :    Correct .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Your immediate  superv isor  is  who?  10 

LT-COL THEPA :    The immediate superv isor  is  a Colonel  

Malefofani  [? ] ,  who then makes the ru l ing that  he does not  

have a mandate  in  th is  mat ter .   The inst ruct ions g iven were  

g iven f rom above and he cannot  then make a ru l ing on the  

same.   So that  is  when i t  escalated to the head of  

department ,  who is  now is  the person in  quest ion and then 

because i t  i s  never handled,  i t  escalated to the Of f i ce  of  the  

Ci ty  Manager as a th i rd step.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Chai rperson,  i f  I  may,  i t  is  1  o 'c lock.    20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us carry on to the end,  p lease.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    P lease proceed,  Colonel .    

LT-COL THEPA :    So again…  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  th ink that  takes you to 92.   I  th ink you 

have summarised.  
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LT-COL THEPA :    Yes.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   Af ter  Advocate Behar i 's  decis ion 

that  you must  seek re l ie f  in  another  way.    

LT-COL THEPA :    Correct .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Then that  takes you to 92.    

LT-COL THEPA :    So my union proceeded to  lodge a case 

in  the Bargain ing  Counci l .   So we are st i l l  just  running wi th  

those processes as we speak.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Now,  when you were appointed head of  

media,  and I  th ink your test imony just  a  short  whi le  ago is  10 

that  you had a le t ter  of  appointment .    

LT-COL THEPA :    Correct .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    And what  i s  the substant ive change in  

your  funct ions now that  you are commander of  a  precinct?  

What  are the d i f fe rences between the two jobs?   

LT-COL THEPA :    You know,  Commissioner,  there is  a lso a  

cer ta in t i t le  at tached to being the spokesperson of  a 

department .   I  mean,  we are wel l  known by our  media  

counterpar ts.   This is  an e lement  o f ,  you know,  demot ion in  

i ts  nature.   We are now speaking and not  even having  20 

rather  announced the reasons behind i t .   We are being 

demoted to now a t tend to operat ional  league.   Had I  wanted 

to be operat ional ,  I  would have appl ied fo r  an operat ional  

and Specia l i sed Serv ices post .   But  now my specia l i ty  was 

that  which is  media,  communica t ions,  d raf t ing of  th ings,  
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and,  and,  and,  which by then,  in  cont rast  to  the operat ional  

league.  

 And the terms o f  the condi t ions of  work ing,  you 

know,  the fact  that  as a media somebody,  you get  to  at tend 

publ ic  re lat ions event .   Being p laced at  the a i rpor t ,  you are  

bound in  the of f ice  to  do operat ional  work.   A s imple,  very 

s i l ly  example I  would g ive is ,  Fr idays you are not  even in  

uni form in the media space.   At  the a i rpor t ,  24/7,  in  uni form 

and such.   So i t  was again a demot ion of  i ts  nature.    

 And fu r thermore,  i t  just  le f t  that ,  which is  scrut iny  10 

by media in  saying,  what  has happened and where  is  she?  

She was in t roduced to us of f ic ia l l y  wi th  the  media  

publ icat ion and a  whole media coverage.   But  now that  she 

is  absent ,  noth ing  and nobody is  saying anyth ing.   So i t  just  

leaves room to wonder and say.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    So the content  of  your  job was changed.  

LT-COL THEPA :    I t  was extensive ly changed.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I t  was a comple te ly d i f ferent  job.    

LT-COL THEPA :    Correct .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And th is  was done wi thout  consul ta t ion  20 

or  your  agreement .  

LT-COL THEPA :    Correct .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    And wi thout  any document  that  te l ls  you 

that  now you have a d i f ferent  job.    

LT-COL THEPA :    Cor rect .   I  s t i l l  do not  have a job 
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descr ip t ion for  a commander of  the OR Tambo Internat ional  

A i rpor t .   I t  is  just  based on the exper ience of  growing wi th in 

the ranks that  I  know what  is  expected operat ional ly .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   Colonel  

Thepa,  before we p ick up on paragraph 93,  could I  ask you 

to have regard to paragraph 88 on page 21?  Just  to  ensure  

that  we cover th is  aspect ,  could you p lease read 88 in to the  

record?   

LT-COL THEPA :     10 

“So over  the course of  t ime,  I  became 

set t led in  my new ro le.   However,  I  

subsequent ly  d iscovered that  the 

EMPD media uni t  was never d isbanded.   

My team of  e igh t  l ia ison of f icers  had 

been deployed to var ious p laces.   They 

cont inued to be doing media re lat ions.   

At  that  point ,  I  rea l i sed that  the p lan  

was to move me out  of  the media uni t . ”  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  Colonel .   Can I  then ask 20 

you to tu rn  to  page 23 and then p lease deta i l  that  

exper ience to the Commission as i t  begins at  paragraph 93?   

LT-COL THEPA :    So I  am now at  the Operat ions and 

Specia l i sed Serv ices.   I  am commanding the a i rpor t .   There 

is  a sh i f t  system now that  has been in t roduced in  saying 
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that  n ight  sh i f t  dut ies I  would a lso need to cover.   So I  

would a lso need to take that  responsib i l i t y  under  Ops of  

being a n ight  sh i f t  commander.    

 Night  sh i f t  commander,  to  me,  in  the exper ience of  

my work,  has a lways been that  you are out  operat ional  wi th  

the members.   Should anyth ing happen to the members and 

you are the commander,  you are bet te r  p laced to account  

and respond to anyth ing that  is  to  come.   I  am hav ing the  

last  n ight  on a Thursday,  the Fr iday being that  when I  knock 

of f  Fr iday,  then I  am done wi th my n ight  sh i f t .    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    For  the record,  perhaps,  le t  us ind icate  

that  th is  sect ion of  your  statement  is  headed second v io lent  

at tack.    

LT-COL THEPA :    Yes,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    P lease cont inue.    

LT-COL THEPA :    So I  am get t ing ready to go to  the 10 

o 'c lock,  22:00 shi f t  and get  ready.   Then a f r iend came over  

to  see me af te r  she knocked of f  work.   On my way out ,  I  am 

l ike,  no,  I  need to pump the ty res.   We wi l l  just  do that  

exerc ise.   I  s top outs ide her  house.   Whi le  stopping there,  20 

two gent lemen then approaches the vehic le at  gunpoint  

again.   Get  us in  the vehic le,  d i rect  me to dr ive,  make me 

dr ive around Thembisa and eventual ly  get  us to  th is  

secluded p lace.    

 I  th ink what  pains me the most  is  that  which is  
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a lways having  to  make reference to work.   This t ime the  

modus operandi  was that ,  you know,  I  am a problem at  work 

and they had made the threat  of  saying they want  to  burn 

me in  the car .   How do they then want  to  burn me in  the  

car?  This gent leman makes a ca l l  to  somebody and they 

star t  speaking in  Zulu.   Descr ibe me,  the height ,  the vehic le  

that  I  operate,  o f  which i t  does belong to Counci l .   I t  was a  

whi te Ford Ranger.    

 Ask th is  person on the other  end of  the l ine and 

they conf i rm that  ja  …[vernacular ] .   I  am being made to park 10 

under an e lect r i c i ty  tower and,  you know,  i t  is  just  one th ing 

af ter  another .   These instances I  remember I  had requested 

to go pee because I  needed to get  r id  of  the phone which I  

had in  my posi t ion.   As I  moved away to go pee,  I  see that  

these people are  watching me l ike a hawk and I  was not  

even able to  throw i t  out  or  anyth ing of  that  sor t .    

 Coming back to the car  as I  am being chaperoned 

in ,  I  then throw i t  under the seat ,  the vehic le,  that  at  least  i t  

is  no longer in  posi t ion.   I t  found,  I  do not  know.   Then they 

ask me for  dockets.   I  am asking what  dockets?  Honest ly ,  I  20 

thought  they had confused me wi th somebody in  the South 

Af r ican Pol ice Serv ices.   I  te l l  them I  do not  work wi th 

dockets.   [Vernacular ]… docket .   They open the  cabbie  

hole,  they check behind the seat  pockets at  the back.    

 And hey,  Commissioners,  you know when you are  
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dedicated to your  work and you keep on receiv ing lash,  you 

are chast ised for  the work that  you do.   And then i t  could  

only just  ra ise a quest ion as to say,  what  is  the expectat ion 

then?  I  had s igned a cont ract  o f  employment .   You had 

ident i f ied me.   I  d id  not  promote mysel f .   I  d id  no t  make 

mysel f  to  be the spokesperson.   I  d id  not  even request  fo r  

these inqui r ies to  come my way.    

 But  why now?  Why now?  And at  what  expense?  I  

have a daughter  that  I  need to ra ise.   Am I  then saying that  

I  must  d ie in  the l ine of  duty fo r  them to come and ce lebrate 10 

and put  my cof f in  at  the top of  a  f i re  engine and say she 

was a hero?  I t  could never be that .    

 A f ter  the second at tack,  I  knew that  th ings are  

real ly  personal .   I  do not  even have a leg to stand on.   I  do  

not  have anybody to go to.   I  am being manhandled in  the  

department  for  reasons that  are fo re ign to me.   I  would say 

th is ,  Commissioners,  because aga in on the 19 t h  o f  March 

th is  year ,  members of  the EMPD, they had taken to  protest  

over  sa lary adjustments.   This is  known because i t  had 

media t ract ion.    20 

 The procedure and process that  was adopted in  

deal ing wi th the mat ter  i tse l f  was that  anybody who was 

ident i f ied to be  par t  o f  the  st r ike  wi l l  then receive a 

d ismissal  not ice.   Commissioners,  I  am seated here today 

fur ther  saying I  was never par t  o f  the st r i ke.   But  needless 
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to  just  ment ion that  I  am one who had received a pre -

d ismissal  not ice for  a st r i ke that  I  never  even par t i c ipated 

in .    

 Whatever that  I  had done to the EMPD 

management ,  I  th ink th is  i s  the t ime fo r  me to say i t  was 

never done del iberate ly.   I t  was just  an execut ion  of  my 

dut ies that  they needed to know and understand that  I  too 

am human.   They cannot  just  keep sending random people 

to  come and deal  wi th  me for  the work that  I  do.   And i f  a t  

any g iven point  I  am no longer suf f ic ient  in  car ry ing out  the 10 

funct ions,  they must  just  f ind a replacement  and I  wi l l  f ind 

my way out .    

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  Colonel .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  do not  th ink you to ld the fu l l  nar rat ive  

wi th regard to th is  second at tack.   For  example,  you 

ment ioned that  you threw your phone under the vehic le.   

Par t  o f  the narrat ive says the phone rang or  something and 

so on.   I f  you could take us to the end of  the narrat ive.    

LT-COL THEPA :    I  th ink,  Commissioners,  I  am just  

…[intervenes] .  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    You do not?  No,  no,  no.    

LT-COL THEPA :    Ja,  I  th ink because you have a  record  

there.  

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  no,  no,  I  understand that .   I  am sor ry.   

I  am sor ry.   I  had not  real ised.   I  had not  real i sed.    
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   You say you do not  know what 

happened to th is  Rabasutu case,  so th is  mat ter  was 

reported.    

LT-COL THEPA :    The mat ter  was reported and a case 

number was g iven as i t  re f lects on the statement .   So,  ja .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And you do say in  that  sect ion that  you 

were assisted or  rescued by members of  the EMPD and the 

SAPS.   They ar r ived at  the scene.    

LT-COL THEPA :    Correct ,  they d id  arr ive at  the scene and 

when Commissioner –  sor ry,  Commissioners.   When Colonel  10 

Nhlapo,  Colonel  Nhlapo is  a Deputy Di rector  wi th in the  

EMPD.  He is  the  one that  had came to the scene and the 

state that  he had seen me in  and I  was not  having any of  i t .   

I  to ld  h im r ight  there and there to say,  you know,  I  am t i red  

of  your  department .   I f  th is  is  the t reatment  that  I  must  get  

f rom the department  that  I  worked so t i re lessly for ,  then i t  is  

not  worth i t .   But  I  wi l l  not  be subjected to any form of  

punishment  for  do ing the work that  I  d id .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    And you are cer ta in that  these people,  

they knew you.   They knew that  you are an employee of  the  20 

EMPD.  Were you in  uni form?   

LT-COL THEPA :    On the top par t  i t  was the uni fo rm wi th  

the boots and whatnot .   So when they had looked for  

dockets,  that  is  when i t  became confusing to me as to say 

but  no way,  I  do  not  deal  wi th  dockets.   I  am not  SAPS.   
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You are probably mistaking me for  somebody wi th in the 

South Af r ican Pol ice Serv ices,  but  I  am not  that  person.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight .   Maybe then to move on,  you 

a lso ment ioned the EMPD st r i ke.   You say you got  a pre -

d ismissal  not ice.   Did anyth ing  come out  of  that?  Was there  

a fur ther  step,  or  i t  is  just  le f t  hang ing?   

LT-COL THEPA :    You know,  Commissioners,  i t  was 

approached in  a  very gener ic  way because now we are 

employed by the human resource of  the department .   From 

the employment  i tse l f ,  you s ign a  cont ract  or  enter  in to a  10 

cont ract  wi th  the  Ci ty  by v i r tue o f  representat ion of  HOD 

HR.  I ssues of  d isc ip l ine  now come and seemingly th ings 

have changed.  

 They are urg ing me to be at  a  s t r ike that  I  was 

never par t  o f  and the le t te r  of  pre -d ismissal  inqui ry is  

signed by …[ indist inct ]  Mkhwanazi .   I  had requested 

count less of  t imes to say,  you know,  I  am operat ing a 

counci l  vehic le.   I t  has t rackers.   P lease provide me wi th 

data that  had p laced me at  the scene or  even a photo of  me 

being there.   The v ideo footages that  you had to ld medias  20 

that  you had col lected in  ident i fy ing people on st r i ke,  none 

of  that  was for thcoming,  Commiss ioners,  because they do 

not  even exist .   They are not  in  ex istence.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    So what  is  the  status now of  that  pre -

d ismissal  not ice?  Noth ing?  Has i t  been set  as ide  or  you 
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s t i l l  expect ,  you th ink something might  s t i l l  happen in  the  

l ight  of  that?   

LT-COL THEPA :    I  am having labour mat ter  af te r  another  

labour mat ter .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  see.  

LT-COL THEPA :    I t  is  now the unfa i r  suspension that  I  was 

p laced.   There is  the moving f rom posi t ion I  was appointed 

to.   There  is  a  post  I  had appl ied for  involv ing  a  d i rector  of  

administ rat ion that  I  had submit ted and I  was short l i s ted.   

So wi th the  outcome and the  d iscovery that  we do not  need 10 

requi rements,  I  then object  to  that .   A l ready I  am being 

targeted fo r  doing  what  is  procedures of  the Ci ty .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Last ly  f rom me,  when you star ted  ear l ie r  

in  your  ev idence,  you said you had been on suspension and 

you are now back at  work.   Did I  hear  you correct ly?   

LT-COL THEPA :    That  i s  cor rect ,  Commissioners.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And th is  i s  back at  work  to  the 

commander,  precinct  commander posi t ion?   

LT-COL THEPA :    I  am st i l l  repor t ing in  the Of f ice  of  the  

Chief  o f  Pol ice for  now.   That  would be a long –  I  am 20 

report ing to Colonel  Du Plessis  for  the process and 

procedures of  the Commission that  I  was kept  in  h is  wing 

for  purposes of  consul ta t ion,  fo r  purposes of  being in  

at tendance of  such a Commission and that  i t  avoids  having  

to  report  to  d i f ferent  s t ructures that  know …[vernacular ]  
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know th is  and tha t .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    But  you are back at  work.    

LT-COL THEPA :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight .   Thank you.   Thank you,  

Colonel .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Madla la and Madlanga sound qui te  

s imi lar .   I t  is  Madlanga.  

LT-COL THEPA :    My apology,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   A l though th is  re lates  to the 

at tack,  I  hope you wi l l  be re lat ive ly comfor table to  respond 10 

to i t .   You a lso ment ioned that  your  at tackers demanded 

money f rom you.   You reached out  to  a f r iend and the f r iend 

sent  R3000.   Is  that  cor rect?   

LT-COL THEPA :    That  i s  cor rect ,  Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   I  just  wanted that  to  be on record 

as wel l .   Thank you.    

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Sor ry,  Adv Mohlasedi .   I  want  to  take 

you back to paragraph 5 of  your  s tatement .   So your ordeal  

s ta r ted wi th the b lue l ights.   And I  see in  your  paragraph 5  20 

statement ,  you say at  one point  you were the commander of  

the VIP  uni t  responsib le  for  p rotec t ion of  the Ci ty  Manager.   

So I  have two quest ions about  tha t .   For  the protec t ion of  

the Ci ty  Manager,  d id the Ci ty  o f  Ekurhuleni  use pr ivate  

secur i t y  companies?  That  i s  quest ion one.   I f  the answer is  
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yes,  d id those pr ivate secur i ty  companies  use b lue  l ights  

dur ing your t ime in  that  posi t ion?   

LT-COL THEPA :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   Dur ing my 

t ime as the commander for  the V IP uni t ,  members  of  the 

Ekurhuleni  Metro Pol ice Department  of f icers  were 

responsib le for  the protect ion of  a l l  our  p r inc ipal .   We are 

ta lk ing the Ci ty  Manager,  where I  happen to be one of  the  

BGs or  bodyguards in  that  te rm.   And the Execut ive Mayor,  

member of  the EMPD.  At  no g iven point  d id we have 

secur i t y  personnel  responsib le fo r  the conveyance nor  the 10 

protect ion of  any of  our  c i t y  of f i c ia ls  inc luding the pr inc ipal  

when I  was commander there.   And I  th ink the next  quest ion 

cannot  be answered because we never had a s i tuat ion  

where secur i ty  companies were.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Does that  take us to the impact  o r . . .    

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Could I  ask the wi tness just  one more 

quest ion and then I  wi l l  g ive her  an opportuni ty  to . . .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  20 

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Okay.   Colonel ,  on page 26,  paragraph 

108,  you …[ intervenes] .  

LT-COL THEPA :    100 and?  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Paragraph 108 of  your  wi tness 

statement ,  108.  
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LT-COL THEPA :    Yes,  yes.  

ADV MOHLASEDI :    You deal  there  wi th your issuance of  a 

pre-d ismissal  not ice.   P lease te l l  the Commission were you 

the only of f icer  who received one or  was i t  a  number of  

you?   

LT-COL THEPA :    You know,  Commissioners,  th ings that  

are happening in  the Ci ty  of  Ekurhuleni ,  you wou ld only  

imagine them not  to  be happening in  South Af r ica.   Means 

of  ident i fy ing people that  were on st r i ke,  they had reported  

and said to  the media that  they had used t racking devices,  10 

photos of  people ident i f ied,  the v ideo footages,  and I  th ink 

there was even a  t ime when they had made reference to a  

drone that  they had made use of .  

 Commissioners,  on th is  p lat form,  members of  the  

EMPD who embarked on a st r i ke,  most  of  those that  had 

received pre -d ismissal  inqui r ies,  they were not  on st r ike.   

Some were of f  du ty,  some were not  even in  the prov ince.   I  

remember there is  a case where th is  person was in  hospi ta l  

yet  was l i s ted as a person who had par t ic ipated in  the  

st r i ke.   And to even show the wrongfu lness of  th is  conduct ,  20 

how is  HOD HR distancing hersel f  f rom s igning pre -

d ismissal  inqui r ies and a l lowing an Act ing Chief  o f  Pol ice to  

be s igning those pre -d ismissal  inqui r ies,  and who then 

delegates the responsib i l i t y  to  superv isors?   

 Because there would be legal  i ssues that  a re ra ised 
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in  that  aspect ,  and who then is  to  answer other  than that  

who has deposi ted a s ignature on the document?  I t  seems 

l ike everybody is  just  moving away f rom what  would be 

comebacks of  th is  whole th ing,  and they go out  and 

pronounce unreasonable and th ings that  have never  

happened,  to  say th is  is  how we have,  and now we have 

taken a decis ion.  

 And we are aga in f i l led by organised labourers,  

because you make a  ment ion  of  such th ings and you in form 

them, but  I  was not  even at  the st r i ke,  or  I  was not  even 10 

around,  I  was out  of  the province,  I  was s ick wi th  a s ick  

note and having been admit ted in  hospi ta l .   How am I  then 

p laced to that?  I r respect ive of  what  the representat ion  

submit ted was,  mine was s imple.    

 I  am accused o f  whi le  in  uni fo rm,  operat ing a  

Counci l  vehic le,  carry ing a f i rearm,  have b locked the R21,  

N12,  N17,  M2.   I t  is  an impossib i l i t y .   How am I  in  a l l  these 

areas at  once,  fo r  one?  Secondly ,  they said in  uni form.   I  

have not  been in  uni form s ince they had taken my work  

boots f rom the inc ident  I  had in  October of  the previous 20 

year.   Car ry ing a f i rearm,  I  do not  car ry a f i rearm i f  I  am not  

in  uni fo rm because i t  would mean I  would have to conceal  

i t .    

 Why would I  need to conceal  a f i rearm in execut ion  

of  my dut ies?  Because I  am not  in  uni form,  I  do not  carry 
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the f i rearm.   So just  based on that  a lone,  and a l l  these 

other  submissions that  have been g iven by members,  when 

i t  was decided through the pol i t ica l  administ rat ion of  the 

Ci ty  that  we would much rather  take a decis ion wi th issuing 

f ina l  wr i t ten warning and wr i t ten warnings,  I  was the one 

who had received a f ina l  wr i t ten warning in  that  aspect .    

 F inal  wr i t ten warn ing wi th the in ten t  that  something  

wi l l  be created and that  would be a  bet ter  way of  get t ing r id  

of  me.   Commissioners,  I  am in awe of  the th ings that  a re  

happening in  the department .   I  am in great  awe.   And th is  10 

has been a p lat form for  the wor ld  to  know and understand 

the cr iminal i ty  that  goes in to an inst i tu t ion of  that  nature 

and what  people must  be subjected to,  and how the  animal  

farm then would d ic tate that  a l l  an imals are equal ,  but  some 

are more equal  than others.    

 That  used to be  the favour i te  saying of  the Ci ty  

Manager.   She would say i t  laugh ing.   I  never understood 

then,  but  I  know now.   And I  know bet ter .   I  had fa l len  v ic t im 

to them a few t imes.   I  do not  even know what  my fate is ,  

moving away f rom th is ,  but  I  wi l l  take i t  as i t  comes.   There  20 

is  no way.    

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Colonel .   

Colonel ,  fo r  complet ion,  I  must  ask in  paragraph 109 of  your  

wi tness statement .   109.    

LT-COL THEPA :    So,  in  Apr i l  o f  before everyth ing went  
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down,  because I  th ink we were served wi th suspension 

le t ters in  May or  so,  I  d i rected an emai l  to  the Act ing Ci ty  

Manager then and said  that  I  am request ing  for  an  

in tervent ion as I  had fa i led d ismal ly  in  the depar tment  to  

f ind joy.   Despi te  the i r  po l i c ies that  look proper on  paper,  

yet  the executors ,  or  perhaps the leg is la tors,  were not  even 

abid ing by the very same Counci l  po l ic ies.    

ADV MOHLASEDI :    And d id you ever  receive a response to 

that  emai l?    

LT-COL THEPA :    Not  in  wr i t ing,  no .   What  had happened is  10 

he had cal led me to h is  of f ice.   He sat  wi th  me and said,  

you know,  I  hear  you,  and because I  know you to  have been 

l inked to the Ch ief  o f  Pol ice,  Chief  Mapiyeye,  you had 

worked in  the media space,  so we know you.   We know you 

in  the Ci ty  of  Ekurhuleni .   We do know who you are.   And i t  

is  painfu l  to  learn  and hear what  you are subjected to.   The 

emai l  was very comprehensive,  Commissioners.   I t  inc luded 

th ings l ike where  my salary would  be cut ,  the over t ime wi l l  

not  be paid,  var ious in ternal  processes that  they d id to  wind 

and make me suf fer .    20 

 I  th ink i t  was before another  mat ter  t ranspi red.   So 

in  the nutshel l ,  i t  was just  expla in ing that  which would be 

the k ind of  work envi ronment  that  we f ind ourselves,  and a l l  

because of  one fatefu l  day,  a media inqui ry happened to 

come to me as the spokesperson.   And upon responding,  
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has real ly  taken a  d i f ferent  tu rn fo r  me.    

ADV MOHLASEDI :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   I  have no 

fur ther  quest ions for  the wi tness,  but  unless there  is  fur ther  

quest ions f rom the Chai r  and the Commissioners,  th is  might  

be an –  my apologies,  Chai r .   This  might  be an opportuni ty  

for  her  to  speak on the persona l  income,  the personal  

impact .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Ms Thepa,  i f  you st i l l  have more on 

impact ,  because I  th ink you have touched on i t  here and 

there,  but  i f  you s t i l l  have anyth ing e lse to say. . .    10 

LT-COL THEPA :    Commissioners,  what  I  need to be 

understood is  that  c r iminal i t y  wi th in our  space as law 

enforcement ,  what  do you make of  having to f ight  cr ime 

beside cr iminals themselves?  How am I  expected to  go out  

onto the bat t le f ie ld  against  a c r iminal ,  wi th  a cr iminal  on ly  

that  resourced in  fu l l  un i form,  and having a l l  these powers  

that  they could do what  they do?   

 I t  seems l i ke we are a doomed nat ion as South  

Af r icans because i t  does not  speak,  i t  does not  address,  i t  

does not  even defend the v ic t im.   In  th is  instant ,  mysel f ,  I  20 

have no defence.   I  have to f ind means of  fend ing for  

mysel f ,  my fami ly  who is  a lso exposed to a l l  these dangers,  

the f rust rat ion tha t  comes wi th f inancia l  chal lenges,  the fact  

that ,  you know,  twice a l ready,  I  was a lmost  admi t ted in  an  

inst i tu t ion.    
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 I  had a referra l  to  go to Akeso.   I  had refused 

b latant ly  and said I  needed to be  sound and sober .   I  had 

another  referra l  to  go to Glen V ista,  I  be l ieve,  the hospi ta l .   

Commissioners,  i t  is  ext remely d i f f icu l t  to  work under the 

condi t ions that  we do in  the EMPD, by v i r tue of  cr iminal i ty ,  

that  there is  a great  expectat ion and powers vested in  us to  

f ight  the very same cr ime.   Wi th my case in  that  aspect ,  

what  more when the cr iminal  know who you are?  Above a l l ,  

they know my face and forever  be a target  in  that  e lement .   

I  thank you fo r  the opportuni ty .    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you very much,  Ms Thepa.   Let  us 

adjourn and resume at  14:15.  Let  us adjourn.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  miss.   

ADV SELLO SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Thank you,  

Commissioners.   We cont inue wi th  the EMPD st ream, and 

we are ready to present  our  next  wi tness.   Commissioners,  

the wi tness we are about  to  present ,  whose statement  

serves before you and you have had opportuni ty  to  20 

consider ,  in tends to test i fy  on a mat ter ,  a  speci f i c  mat te r ,  

that  Commissioner Revo Spies h ighl ighted in  the table  

under h is  paragraph 33,  when he deal t  wi th  the  mat ters 

outstanding wi th IPID involv ing members of  the EMPD.   

 This wi tness we wi l l  be present ing today wi l l  be  
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speaking to one of  those mat ters.   Commissioners,  we 

submit ,  as you can te l l  f rom the nature of  the test imony set  

out  in  h is  statement ,  that  th is  is  very sensi t i ve in format ion.   

And we have considered,  and he would prefer  as wel l ,  that  

h is  image not  be publ ished,  h is  name as wel l  not  be  

publ ished.   And under the c i rcumstances we apply  to  the 

Commission to permi t  h im to test i fy  by way of  par t ia l  in  

camera ,  meaning he shal l  test i fy  remote ly in to the room.   

 His name wi l l  not  be ment ioned,  nor  any other  

deta i l  that  could ident i fy  h im,  and he wi l l  not  be present  in  10 

the room.  I f  that  is  acceptable to  the Commissioners based 

on the nature of  h is  ev idence,  we hereby apply that  the 

evidence of  th is  wi tness …[incomplete] .   Thank you Chai r ,  

in  the c i rcumstances based on the  nature and sensi t iv i ty  of  

the evidence he is  about  to  adduce,  we apply that  h is  

ev idence be heard by  way of  par t ia l  in  camera  format  in  the  

manner that  I  have descr ibed.   Thank you Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Perhaps for  the record,  because you have 

referred to the fact  that  we have seen and read the  

statement ,  I  should just  ment ion tha t  those v iewing remote ly  20 

and those present  here wi l l  soon real ise what  the nature of  

the evidence is .   I t  is  ordered as requested by Ms Se l lo .   

ADV SELLO SC :    We are indebted,  Chai r .   The Chai r  wi l l  

recal l  that  th is  is  the same format  we adopted for  Wi tnesses 

A,  B and C.   And on that  basis,  would i t  be appropr ia te to  
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term th is  par t icu lar  wi tness,  Wi tness D?  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS TO 17 NOVEMBER 2025  

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

 

 


