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PROCEEDINGS ON 23 FEBRUARY 2026  

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning ,  Ms Hassim.   Good 

morning,  Ms Ki l l ian .   Good morning ,  General .   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Good morning,  Chai r .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Good morning ,  Chai r .   Chai r  we have  

been provided overn ight  wi th  a supplementary statement  

f rom the wi tness and we have read through i t .   I t  is  marked 

f i le  10D.   Can I  ask that  i t  be admi t ted in to the record as  

f i le  10D?  

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  is  over  admi t ted,  thank you .   10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   Good morning General .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Good morning Commissioners.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    General ,  I  see that  your  statement  is  

not  s igned.   Have you,  do you have f i le  10D in f ront  of  you ?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  got  i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can you have a look at  the sta tement ?  

I t  is  22 typed pages and then annexures.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Was the statement  prepared by you ?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes,  assisted by my legal  team.  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    And can you conf i rm that  the contents  

of  the statement  are t rue and cor rect ?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    That  i s  what  I  conf i rm ,  Commissioner .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can I  ask that  nevertheless dur ing the 

adjournment  you s ign the statement  so that  we can have a 
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s igned vers ion on record ?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes,  I  wi l l  consul t  wi th  the legal  team .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   And then General ,  I  

propose,  I  can assure you that  we have read the ent i re  

statement .   I t  is  been provided to the Commissioners.   Can I  

propose to you that  we deal  wi th  the contents  of  the 

statement  as and when those issues ar ise dur ing the  course 

of  quest ion ing?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    That  i s  cor rect .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So we are  not  ignor ing the statement ,  i t  10 

is  just  that  we wi l l  deal  wi th  i t  a t  the appropr ia te s tage in  

the proceedings .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    That  i s  cor rect .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Ms Hassim,  wh ich  f i les do you suggest  

we should have at  the moment ?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  gets  a b i t  c razy when we have to turn  

and look and look.   Let  us have them before us r ight  away .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    I  know at  some point  we wi l l  have to go 

to what  i s  behind us .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So for  the purposes of  today,  I  am going 

to be re ly ing main ly on the WhatsApp conversat ions 

between Witness F and the wi tness and var ious other  
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people and those wi l l  be found in  f i les 7,  8  and 9 .  

CHAIRPERSON :    7 ,  8 ,  9 .   Thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Do you have f i les 7,  8  and 9 in  f ront  of  

you,  General?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes,  I  do,  Chai r ,  but  I  just  want  to  

quick ly ask something for  the guidance of  the 

Commissioners,  that  whi ls t  I  understand that  the Wi tness F 

had a l ready taken a stand and was proceeding,  was in  the  

middle of  h is  test imony and when he fe l l  i l l  and is  s t i l l  

cont inu ing,  he is  s t i l l  expected to come back and cont inue .   10 

And at  th is  point  in  t ime,  I  do not  know the reason or  the 

st rategy that  could have been behind Wi tness F not  being 

able to  cont inue.   Then in  the meant ime,  I  get  involved and 

have to respond.    

 I  want  to  ask,  can i t  not  be that  Wi tness F must  

complete h is  test imony  and having completed h is tes t imony,  

then I  come respond to Wi tness F 's test imony .   Now I  am 

si t t ing here,  he  test i f ied,  then stopped,  then I  have to 

respond,  then come and say th ings that  are d i f ferent ,  and 

which means I  wi l l  have to come back again and respond to 20 

cer ta in th ings.   So I  was just  wonder ing,  Chai r ,  i f  i t  is 

possib le to  ask fo r  that .    

 But  i f  not ,  wi th  what  he has said,  I  wi l l  respond .   

But  f rom me,  where I  am s i t t ing,  I  was saying in  a l l  fa i rness,  

we were supposed to have a wi tness test i fy ing,  complete  
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h is  test imony,  then respond,  then I  come respond,  

everyth ing in  to ta l .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  General .   What  you say 

makes per fect  sense  and under normal  c i rcumstances,  that  

would have been our  preference as wel l .   But  r ight  now,  we 

have no extension  and the Commission  is  supposed to  

f ina l i ze i t s  invest igat ion by the 17 t h  o f  March.   So we have 

reached a stage where we have ser ious schedul ing  issues ,  

for  example,  some wi tnesses tak ing i l l ,  o ther  w i tnesses 

request ing postponements,  which we have granted.  10 

 So we are running in to ser ious,  ser ious schedul ing  

problems.   So for  that  reason,  we have opted that  we 

proceed wi th your  test imony .   To the extent  that  issues may 

ar ise around Witness F test i fy ing or  f ina l i z ing h is test imony 

af ter  you,  we wi l l  do everyth ing possib le to  make sure that  

you wi l l  not  be pre judiced.    

 We wi l l  decide on how to address that  af te r  h is  

test imony,  but  we wi l l  do  everyth ing possib le to  make sure  

that  you are not  pre judiced .   I f  we postpone now,  i t  means 

we lose today and tomorrow,  fo r  example,  because noth ing  20 

e lse is  scheduled.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Chai r ,  I  would not  want  any 

postponement ,  because I  a lso want  to  see th is  mat ter  

behind my back  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  
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LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Because I  have  not  been s leeping for  

months because o f  many p lat fo rms I  am involved in .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Now,  the only quest ion is  that ,  suppose I  

say now here  tha t  I  turned le f t ,  Wi tness F come tomorrow 

and say,  no,  he tu rned r ight .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    And I  put  the fo l lowing reasons,  fo r  

reasons unknown to me,  to  the wi tness F h imsel f .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  10 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do not  know who he is  work ing wi th  

h im,  but  Wi tness F says,  no,  th is  is  what  happened ,  one,  

two,  three.   Everyth ing  in  the negat ive towards what  I  have 

a l ready test i f ied on,  the evidence leader say to me,  can I  

ask you to s ign?  Then I  am going to s ign and commit  to  

th is  vers ion.    

 He is  going to come and tweak my vers ion or  the 

vers ion of  what  happened,  because most  of  us are deal ing  

a lso wi th mis informat ion,  d is in format ion,  mis leading .   And 

the next  th ing,  I  am going to run in to a s i tuat ion where I  20 

say,  th is  is  how something happened  and somebody says,  

no,  Wi tness F,  and then i t  goes out  v i ra l  and say,  no,  

Wi tness F is  real l y  negat ing everyth ing what  Genera l  S ib iya 

is  saying.  

 Now,  I  am pre judiced even i f  the Judge,  even i f  the  
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Chai r  and the Commissioners do not  in tend to pre judice me .   

But  the bot tom l ine is ,  we are dea l ing wi th a  man who must  

st i l l  commit  h imsel f  to  h is  vers ion  and a l ready there were 

cer ta in points tha t  were h ighl ighted as  not  being  t ruthfu l  o r  

not .   Now,  we are banking on something that  is  not  t ru thfu l  

a t  th is  point  in  t ime  and now I  am going to be asked 

quest ions on tha t .   I  am going to focus on that  and be 

responding on that ,  whereas at  the u l t imate,  and he comes 

again,  sh i f t ,  change,  I  do  not  know who  he has consul t  wi th ,  

so a l l  I  am saying  is  that ,  wi th  respect ,  Chai r ,  I  s t i l l  be l ieve 10 

that  we could go,  because Witness F is  the very last  

wi tness in  any event .   There are  many people who test i f ied  

that  where we could actual ly  go w i th a l l  those people that  

test i fy .    

 Wi tness F is  one of  the last ,  last ,  last ,  last  that  we 

could be star t ing  wi th h im .   So I  am saying,  I  do not  th ink  

we can lose a day i f  we are to focus on everyth ing  that  we 

have,  that  we have heard about  General  S ib iya .   Wi tness F 

just  came yesterday.   So we can put  Wi tness F aside,  le t  

h im come test i fy ,  and then we run on what  we have ,  20 

because there are many,  there is  Wi tness C.   Why can we 

not  s ta r t  wi th  Wi tness C ,  because Witness C is  the f i rs t  one 

who spoke.   And Witness C impl icated me the same way.   

So I  am asking,  in  a l l  fa i rness,  le t  us  star t  where i t  s ta r ted,  

f rom the beginning .    
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CHAIRPERSON :    General ,  on what  we have read,  there is  

qui te  a substant ia l  por t ion of  ev idence that  re lates to 

Wi tness F,  and on which you must  be  engaged .   For  that  to  

be hal ted when you are a l ready in  the wi tness stand,  and 

only to  be deal t  wi th  at  a  la te r  s tage,  that  wi l l  be qui te  

d is rupt ive in  terms of  the f low of  the test imony.   So we,  yes,  

yes,  yes,  Ms Hassim?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Chai r ,  i f  I  may add to that ,  to  say that  

the way in  which I  have prepared the evidence is  

themat ica l l y .   So i t  cross -cuts over  d i f ferent  par ts  of  the 10 

evidence,  inc luding Wi tness C and Witness F in  the same 

theme.   So i t  would  not  make sense to go th rough wi tness 

by wi tness who has come before  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Because i t  is  not  a sensib le way of  

approaching the evidence .   So I  propose that  we cont inue 

as p lanned.   And just  to  add that  we have provided the 

wi tness wi th the  WhatsApp chats in  advance,  and the 

statement  of  Wi tness F,  the fu l l  s tatement ,  even though he 

has not  got ten to the end of  i t  yet ,  and the t ranscr ip ts as far  20 

as they go.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Ms K i l l ian,  do you wish to 

say anyth ing? 

ADV KILLIAN SC :    Chai r ,  thank you.   I  th ink the proposal  

by the Chai r  that  we cont inue and see how much we can do 
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today,  make a decis ion about  cont inuat ion tomorrow,  is  

something that  we a l l  should bear in  mind when we 

approach th is  mat ter .   The WhatsApp ’ s  o f  Wi tness F has 

been made avai lab le,  we have had an opportuni ty  to  consul t  

on that ,  and we have a vers ion .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.  

ADV KILLIAN SC :    I  th ink we can get  very far  wi th  that  

approach.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes,  yes.   Thank you.   General ,  i f  

there must  be a ru l ing,  the ru l ing  is  that  we wi l l  cont inue 10 

wi th what  i s  before us in  the manner in  which the evidence 

leader,  Ms Hassim,  has st ructured her  quest ion ing .   And 

indeed,  in  accordance wi th what  the Commissioners may 

a lso wish to ra ise wi th you,  whatever  that  may touch on.   

That  is  the ru l ing .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Thank you,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Cha i r .   I f  we can begin then,  

General .   I  want  to  star t  wi th  your re lat ionship wi th Mr 

Mat la la.   In  the Ad Hoc  Commit tee,  you,  in  the Ad Hoc  20 

Commit tee in  Par l iament ,  in  your  wr i t ten statement  and in  

your  ora l  ev idence,  you said that  you met  Mr Mat la la for  the 

f i rs t  t ime in  February 2024 .   In  the statement  before th is  

Commission ,  you say you met  h im somet ime in  January .   

Why d id you change your statement  in  th is  Commission?   
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LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Chai r ,  I  met  Mr Mat la la for  the  f i rs t  t ime 

when he came to  the of f i ce wi th h is  lawyer.   That  was the 

f i rs t  t ime I  met  Mr Mat la la .   Now,  as fa r  as I  am concerned,  

there is  a date,  because the le t ter  wrote a le t ter ,  the  lawyer 

wrote  a le t ter  tha t  I  had responded to and said,  p lease do 

come then to the  of f ice rather  than meet ing somewhere on 

the s ide,  because i t  was a ca l l ,  and then I  sa id,  no,  le t  i t  be  

of f ic ia l .   Let  your  lawyer wr i te  the le t te r  and come to the  

of f ice .   Meet  me o f f ic ia l l y  in  the of f ice.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  my quest ion is ,  why the d i f ference 10 

in  the dates?  In  one sworn statement  you say February and 

in  the other  January .   I  am just  t ry ing to understand what  

changed.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do not  even want  to  refer  to  i t  as a 

typo.   I t  is  something that  I  know,  because even there in  

Par l iament ,  I  sa id  I  met  h im for  the  f i rs t  t ime when he came 

to see me in  re lat ion to the same issue that  I  am ta lk ing  

about .   So whether  maybe I  could have said February,  

maybe at  that  po int  in  t ime I  d id  not  have that  in  f ront  of  

me,  but  the f i rs t  t ime I  met  Mr Mat la la  is  when he came to 20 

the of f i ce.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So your cur rent  vers ion is  i t  was 

January 2024?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    As per  the le t ter  and the dates that  I  

have in  the f i le .  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and what  do you say Mr  Mat la la 

came to see you about?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Mr Mat la la  was awarded a  tender  by the  

South Af r ican Po l ice Serv ice to provide ,  the Medicare 24 

tender .   And then he is  expected to use the medical  fac i l i ty ,  

the hospi ta l  fac i l i ty  in  the col leges.   In  other  words,  when a  

student  fa l l  i l l  or  whatever  the student  may need,  i t  is  in-

house,  on -s i te .    

 Now he says,  I  have been awarded th is  tender,  but  

I  a lso have a lease agreement  where Publ ic  Works a l lows 10 

me to go in  there  and occupy the space ,  because accord ing  

to the lease agreement  I  have wi th Publ ic  Works,  I  am the 

lawfu l  occupier  of  th is  p roperty.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    On the tender,  you say the Medicare 24 

tender,  which tender speci f i ca l ly  are you speaking about ?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do not  know o f  any other  tender other  

than the Medicare  24 .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Is  that  the  tender  to  provide medical  

serv ices to t ra inees and to members ?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    That  i s  what  I  know so far .   20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  that  tender was only awarded in  

June 2024.   So i f  that  is  the tender you are  refer r ing to,  i t  

could not  be that  he was ta lk ing to you about  i t  in  January 

2024.   I t  was only  awarded to h im in  June 2024 .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes,  and i t  does not  change anyth ing to 
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what  I  am saying ,  because i f  i t  was awarded in  June 2024,  

and he says,  I  have  been awarded th is  tender,  but  I  am not  

being a l lowed to use the premises or  the fac i l i ty ,  now i f  he 

comes at  a la te r  s tage,  because a l l  I  can say,  whether ,  

when i t  was awarded or  not  when i t  was not  awarded,  i t  is  

not  where I  f i t  in .   A l l  I  am saying is  that  I  met  h im for  the  

f i rs t  t ime on the da te he came to see me.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  but  you said that  he,  I  asked you,  

what  d id he come to see you about  and you said i t  was to  

d iscuss the problem that  he was having wi th th is  tender ,  10 

because he could not  fu l f i l  the tender proper ly  unless he 

had access to those premises tha t  you are  referr ing to  and 

you said i t  was a Medicare 24 tender  and that  th is  was 

January 2024.    

 I  am saying he could not  have d iscussed that  wi th  

you in  January 2024,  because he was only awarded that  

tender in  June 2024 .   I f  he came to  speak to you about  that  

tender,  he was ta lk ing to you at  a t ime that  was actual ly  

qui te  a sensi t i ve t ime in  the procurement  process,  because 

he had not  yet  received the tender.   How did he know he 20 

had i t?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do not  agree.   Let  us  go to the 

document  i tse l f  and read f rom the le t ter  of  the lawyer  and 

that ,  because he had that  tender ,  i t  is  a t tached in  the  

documents.   We have i t .   
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ADV HASSIM SC :    That  i s  why I  am t ry ing to establ ish wi th  

you which tender .   Was i t  something e lse that  he had ?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    What  I  am asking,  Chai r ,  le t  us  go to the 

document ,  because we have i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sure.   Can you take us there ?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Because he was in  the presence of  h is  

lawyer .   So there  is  no way that  he could not  have had i t .   

He had i t  a l ready .   I t  is  there .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  is  f ine,  you can take us  to the 

document ,  and we can  …[intervenes] .  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General  S ib iya,  in  paragraph 163 of  

your  statement  on  page 53,  you say :  

 “Dur ing or  about  January 2024,  when I  

was Act ing Nat ional  Commissioner,  

Mat la la  set  up an appointment  to  v is i t  

me at  my of f ice w i th h is  at torneys . ”  

 And then you say on h is v is i t ,  he was indeed 

accompanied by the at torney .  

 “Mat la la  compla ined that  he had been 

awarded a tender  but  was not  a l lowed 20 

to use the fac i l i ty . ”  

 But  the problem is  in  th is  sect ion of  your  af f idavi t ,  

you do not  refer  to  any annexure .   So you just  say what  you 

say,  but  you do not  refer  to  any annexure  or  any 

at tachment .   So …[ intervenes] .  
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LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Ja,  can we get  i t .   P lease,  we do have i t  

and,  Chai r ,  to ,  as  far  as I  am concerned …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ms K i l l ian,  do you have an idea what  the 

document  the General  i s  referr ing to ,  is?  

ADV KILLIAN SC :    I t  is  not  at tached to  the statement ,  but  

i t  is  in  possession  of  us as wel l  as the wi tness.    

CHAIRPERSON :    May we have a copy then ,  because 

accord ing to Ms Ki l l ian,  i t  has not  been shared wi th the 

Commission.   And what  exact ly  is  that  document ,  General ?   

What  i s  the nature?  10 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Chai r ,  he at taches the tender i tse l f .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  the tender i t se l f .   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I tse l f .   And then he at taches the lease 

agreement  wi th Publ ic  Works  to  wh ich the …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    The 360 mi l l ion  tender?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    That  i s  cor rect ,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .   A l l  r igh t .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    To which the Publ ic  Works just  recent ly  

cancel led that  lease agreement ,  bu t  he came in possession 

of  that  lease agreement .   So in  the document  tha t  I  am 20 

going to provide is  a lawyer 's  le t ter  that  refers th is  whole 

th ing,  inc luding the M edi  24 tender,  inc luding the  lease 

agreement  that  he brought  to  the o f f ice .   We have i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  is  f ine,  General .   I f  you could 

provide us wi th that ,  i t  would help to  shed some l ight  on i t .  
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CHAIRPERSON :    Perhaps,  do you want  to  look fo r  i t  over  

the tea break,  General ?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes,  Chai r .   I  have i t  here .   I  th ink i t  

must  be,  I  have other  f i les in  the room ,  I  wi l l  …[ indist inct ] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  a l l  r ight ,  a l l  r ight .   Let  us cont inue,  

Ms Hassim.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  thank you.   So in  January 2024,  

when you f i rs t  met  Mr Mat la la ,  were you not  aware that  

there were ser ious a l legat ions o f  corrupt ion against  Mr 

Mat la la ,  cor rupt ion wi th in the SAPS ?  10 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes,  there were no any a l legat ions 

against  Mr Mat la la .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  there were a l legat ions .   There were  

a l legat ions,  because th is  is  January 2024  and the  

a l legat ions against  h im arose in  the context  of  the Tembisa 

Hospi ta l  scandal .   And you recal l  that  issue,  that  problem ?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  d id  not  fo l low that  mat te r  much,  

because to,  as fa r  as I  am concerned,  i t  was not  saying Mr  

Mat la la  i s  involved in  1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  because Mr Mat la la  was a 

serv ice provider  to  the South Af r ican Pol ice Serv ice ,  and he 20 

par t ic ipated act ive ly in  the act iv i t ies of  the South Af r ican 

Pol ice Serv ice at  the col lege .   In  other  words,  when there  is  

a pol ice day,  or  whatever  events that  is  happening,  tak ing 

p lace in  the pol ice,  when we go to the stadium,  where there  

are a lo t  o f  po l i ce ,  and then you f ind that  there are gazebos 
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o f  d i f ferent  serv ice providers,  each and every one g iv ing  

thei r  own expert ise  of  what  they  are doing wi th the i r  

business,  Medi  24th wi l l  a lso  be there  and they wi l l  a l l  go 

wi th Min ister ,  Nat ional  Commissioner,  everybody meet ing 

each and every  one of  them, inc luding h im .   His wi fe,  you 

f ind that  they are  doing the b lood pressures there,  test ing  

sugar  and then th is  one wi l l  te l l  you about  our  insurance,  

our  pol i cy.   This one …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Let  me pause you.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  am just  showing how they were a l l  10 

par t ic ipat ing there .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Let  me pause you .   I  accept  that  he was 

a serv ice provider  wi th in the SAPS,  and that  he remained a 

serv ice provider  for  some t ime.   But  what  I  am asking you,  

in  your  posi t ion ,  is  about  a l legat ions against  h im of  

corrupt ion,  and h is involvement  in  par t icu lar  in  the Tembisa 

hospi ta l  scandal .   And the reason I  ask you that  is  because 

there was media coverage of  h is  involvement  in  that  

scandal ,  and in  the  b lue l ights,  i l legal  use of  b lue l ights 

wi th in the Ci ty  of  Johannesburg,  Ekurhuleni ,  and in  20 

Johannesburg .    

 So that  was as ear ly  as February 2023,  that  media  

coverage.   And I  l ink i t  to  the scandal ,  the Tembisa hospi ta l  

scandal ,  fo r  th is  reason ,  because i t  was not  a minor  story in  

the news.   I t  was at t ract ing a lo t  o f  publ ic  at tent ion,  that  
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scandal ,  because of  the assassinat ion of  a  whist leb lower,  

Babi ta Deokaran,  and i t  was,  which was in  2021.   Do you 

recal l  that?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No,  I  do  not .   I  on ly  know about  the 

murder of  Ms Deokaran.   And I  remember I  was not  in  the 

pol ice at  that  t ime ,  I  was in  the Ci ty  of  Johannesburg.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  I  accept  that .   But  you d id not  have 

to be in  the pol ice to  hear about  i t ,  because i t  was 

st reaming news a t  the t ime  and i t  was,  in  fact ,  so s igni f i cant  

that  President  Ramaphosa h imsel f  commented in  August  10 

2021 about  that  inc ident ,  and spec i f ica l l y ,  you know,  spoke 

to i t  publ ic ly ,  saying that  we must  not  a l low the perpet rators 

to  go unpunished in  that  case .   So i t  was a massive story .   

I t  was not  a smal l  issue.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I f  you remember very wel l ,  people were 

ar rested.   Those that  were said to  be involved,  they were 

ar rested.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  that  is  correct ,  the h i tmen were 

ar rested.   And what  the President  was ta lk ing about  was 

who ordered the h i ts  and so,  and what  the media coverage 20 

was about  was what  was the mot ive behind i t .   So there was 

st i l l  an invest iga t ion,  as i t  cont inues today,  by the way,  

inc luding by the SIU and the Hawks,  you would know,  I  am 

sure.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do not  know.   
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ADV HASSIM SC :    So you are  not  aware of  the scandal ,  

the Tembisa Hospi ta l  scandal ,  and the many,  many media  

reports that  impl icated Mr Mat la la?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No,  because i f  Mr Mat la la was,  le t  us  

say,  the main p layer ,  or  he was involved,  to  date,  he is  not  

ar rested.   To date,  he is  not  a rrested .   And above a l l ,  my 

employer ,  who d id due d i l igence,  gave h im a tender of  360 

mi l l ion.   They have,  my employer  has got  in te l l igence .   He 

has got  connect ions wi th IDAC,  w i th NPA,  wi th everybody .   

My employer ,  who s igned the f ina l  document  that  says he 10 

must  be awarded th is  tender,  knew about  the s i tuat ion.   I  

was not  in  the po l ice ,  but  i f  they gave h im that  tender,  and 

they worked wel l  wi th  h im,  even General  S enthumule  in  her  

supplementary sa id,  Mr Mat la la,  nobody knew about  h is  

involvement .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  am asking about  your  involvement ,  

your ,  what  you knew.   You are  saying th is  media coverage 

passed as a top  detect ive in  th is  count ry,  you  have said ,  

you,  th is  passed you by,  a l l  o f  th is  media coverage ?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Chai r ,  Commissioners,  I  must  ind icate,  20 

yes,  thanks for  saying as a top detect ive,  I  am one.   But  

what  i s  important  to  note  is  that ,  i f  a  case is  resolved,  i t  i s  

p lus one in  the bag .   I  do not  run wi th i t  anymore,  because 

we run wi th current  af fa i rs .   As another  case comes,  we run 

wi th,  le t  us say,  for  instance,  that  Tembisa story happened,  
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but  there  are  people ar rested,  the case is  under cont ro l ,  

there is  no need to in ter ject  or  to  in tervene.   But  then,  

someone e lse somewhere in  the count ry,  a  b ig case 

happens,  then we run wi th that  case,  we are a l l  go ing there .    

 I  was at  a l l  mater ia l  t imes where the Nat iona l  

Commissioner was,  I  was wi th h im at  a l l  mater ia l  t imes .   So,  

whatever  that  is  happening somewhere,  and the re were  

ar rested,  i t  is  no longer a subject  of  us having to in tervene 

and get t ing involved in  i t .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  you are  saying that  the mat ter  was 10 

resolved because the actual  h i tm en were arrested,  and 

therefore,  i t  was resolved .   There was no need to  do  any 

fur ther  invest igat ion as to  who ordered the h i t ,  because that  

was the issue .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    You are very wrong in  saying that ,  

because I  have never sa id that .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  i t  was not  a c losed issue then,  i t  

remained …[indis t inct ] .   And as,  and a re you aware  that  the 

SIU and the Hawks are invest igat ing ?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  was not  aware ,  and i t  was not  for  me to 20 

make any such fo l low -up,  because then  what ,  the quest ion  

would be,  what  was my in terest  to  fo l low up in  those th ings ?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  am not  asking  i f  you fo l lowed up,  I  am 

asking about  your  knowledge of  i t ,  because i f  you,  and I  am 

asking fo r  th is  reason,  and of  course,  these were  
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a l legat ions,  but  i f  you are aware that  other  law enforcement  

arms and the SAPS i tse l f  is  invest igat ing  an ind iv idual ,  

would you not  be  c i rcumspect  in  your  re lat ionship wi th that  

ind iv idual?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    One th ing that  you must  remember how 

the pol ice work is  that  what  IDAC invest igate,  I  do not  

know.   Not  even the Nat ional  Commissioner is  aware of .   

What  SIU works on and what  they  are handl ing,  I  wi l l  not  

know.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    The whole count ry  knew,  General .  10 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    The whole count ry  does not  know what  

they are invest igat ing .   They wi l l  know one,  two,  three,  

because maybe i t  was in  the publ ic  space,  but  that  what  i s  

author ized in  terms of  the proclamat ion by the President  to  

the SIU,  I  wi l l  not  know f rom where  I  am s i t t ing,  even i f  I  am 

the top cop .   What ,  there are cases that  might  be involv ing 

me,  I  wi l l  not  know about  them.   So,  a l l  I  am,  Chai rs,  is  that  

I  cannot  be expected to know what  is  happening in  the ID AC 

or  in  the SIU.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  20 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  wi l l  not  know.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  I  am not  asking you about  the 

deta i ls  of  the invest igat ions of  the  SIU or  anyone e lse .   I t  is  

a  very s imple point .   I t  is  that  the  whole count ry knew the  

name Mr Mat la la and that  he was l inked,  one,  to  the  i l legal  



    23 FEBRUARY 2026 – DAY 65 

Page 20  o f  249  

 

 

use of  b lue l ights ,  and th is  was known f rom at  least  2023,  

February 2023,  because i t  was in  the media .   And the  

second th ing that  was known was that  he was l inked,  

impl icated in  the Tembisa hospi ta l  scandal .   So,  there were 

a l legat ions ,  he  was under invest igat ion.  And what  I  am 

probing wi th you is ,  how is  i t  that  you,  as the top detect ive  

in  the count ry,  were not  aware that  he was impl icated ?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  th ink,  le t  us  s tar t  here .   How is  i t  that  

the South Af r ican Pol ice Serv ice got  to  g ive h im a tender,  

award h im a tender of  that  amount  of  money ,  not  10 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  accept  that .   Let  me stop you ,  because 

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja,  Ms Hassim,  I  may be unduly cur ta i l ing  

your quest ion ing ,  but  we do not  seem to be making 

headway.   Do you,  le t  us decide what  we want  to  do about  

th is  i ssue and do not  you want  to  move on,  perhaps ?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  wi l l  take that ,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    The point  I  am making is  that ,  as 20 

someone in  your  posi t ion,  you should have been aware of  

who Mr Mat la la was at  that  t ime ,  but  I  heard your response 

that  you were not .   Let  us …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Comment ,  General ,  i f  you want  to .   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No,  i t  is  an unreasonable quest ion.   I t  is  
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an unfa i r  quest ion because I  am not  expected to know every  

case that  happens in  the count ry .   And a lso,  in  par t i cu la r ,  i f  

i t  is  not  being invest igated by the  detect ives,  i f  i t  is  f rom 

outs ide,  I  wi l l  not  know the deta i l s  of  that  case .   Let  us  say 

the b lue l ight  i ssue I  never saw mysel f ,  and qui te  honest ly  

speaking,  and I  d id  not  know the in t r i cacies in  between 

involved wi th in that  b lue l ight  issue of  Ekur huleni .   So I  d id  

not  know and then I  cannot  be expected or  ask ed a quest ion 

as to but  i t  was w idely known or  publ ic ized .   I  d id  not  know.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    So,  Mr Hassim,  before you proceed,  

morning,  General .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Morning,  morning ,  morning.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Just  to  c lar i f y  something for  me,  you 

said ear l ier  on that  when there  would be such events,  

serv ice providers would be ca l led,  and Mr Mat la la 's  

company,  Medicare,  a lso had a s tand.   Is  th is  be fore or  

af ter  the award of  the Medicare  cont ract ,  what  you are  

descr ib ing,  h is  presence ?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    A f ter  the award .  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Inc luding even being approached as a 

sponsor .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   No …[ intervenes] .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    And he d id sponsor as wel l .  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you,  you have  c la r i f ied .   Thank 

you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   So,  General ,  you sa id your  

re lat ionship began in  January 2024,  but  i t  was not  conf ined 

to just  that  meet ing in  January 2024,  cor rect ?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Let  us f i x  i t .   Let  us  not  say your 

re lat ionship,  because i t  was not  a re lat ionship.   We met  as 

a person who came to compla in .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Right .   And how many t imes af te r  

January 2024 d id you in teract  wi th  Mr Mat la la?  10 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  cannot  say how many t imes,  bu t  I  know 

where I  am s i t t ing  I  have met  Mr Mat la la less than f ive 

t imes in  my whole  l i fe .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Less than f ive t imes physica l l y ?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  am saying so,  yes .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And not  phys ica l  meet ings,  bu t  other  

communicat ion?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Communicat ions ,  i f  I  had spoken to Mr  

Mat la la on the phone,  I  th ink i t  would be less than three 

t imes.   I  was not  real ly  in teract ing wi th Mat la la,  and I  never  20 

used to ta lk  to  h im regular ly .   I t  is  not  a k ind of  a  person I  

was ta lk ing to.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So,  there might  be an 

explanat ion fo r  that ,  and Wi tness F test i f ied about  th is .   I f  I  

could just  take you to what  he  said,  and that  is  h is  
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t ranscr ip t  f rom 4 February.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Which f i le ,  Ms Hassim?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  wi l l  te l l  you in  a moment ,  

Commissioner .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    The t ranscr ip t  is  in  10A.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  10A.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Ja.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    The 4 February  t ranscr ip t  s ta r ts  at  page 

219.   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    219?  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    219,  and the page I  would l i ke  you to go 

to is  page 230 .   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  am not  sure i f  I  am at  the r ight  page,  

but  i t  s ta r t ,  “Witness F,  I  would not  know,  Commissioner ” .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  is  the correct  page.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    A l l  r ight .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  the l ine is ,  wel l ,  just  fo r  context ,  le t  

me say th is  i s  when Witness F says that  he had a lso  arr ived 

at  your  of f i ce at  that  meet ing wi th Mr Mat la la,  and i f  you go 

to l ine 20,  Wi tness F says :  20 

 “On my arr iva l  to  General  S ib iya 's  

of f ice,  I  de l ivered Mr Mat la la .   Then 

General  S ib iya said to  me,  because 

most  of  the t imes h is phone is  o f f  or  

s i lent ,  he might  be in  the meet ings or  
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Par l iament ,  does Mr Cat  Mat la la mind 

to communicate wi th h im v ia me i f  he  

does not  have a problem wi th that ,  for  

in  case or  when he does not  f ind  h im 

on h is phone . ”  

 And he goes on to say he d id not  have any problem 

wi th that .   Do you see that?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes,  I  see.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And …[intervenes] .   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Can I  comment  on i t ?  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  just  before you comment  on i t ,  and   

I  want  to  take you to one other  reference.   I t  is  on the same 

…[intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Ms Hassim,  our  exper ience is  that  the 

General  has said  he prefers to  comment  as and when an 

issue is  touched on,  because i t  dera i l s  h im i f  severa l  issues 

are touched on and then he is  requi red to comment  r ight  at  

the end.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Perhaps le t  us  le t  the General  comment  20 

now.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thanks.   Chai r ,  i t  is  the same issue .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes,  yes .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  not  a d i f ferent  i ssue.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    But  maybe I  can just ,  instead o f  tak ing 

t ime going to the  page of  the t ranscr ip t ,  i f  I  can just  say 

what  i t  is .   I t  is  the same issue.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i f  you can respond to both at  the 

same t ime,  because i t  is  about  the communicat ions between 

you and Mr Mat la la v ia  Wi tness F .   And what  Wi tness F said 

in  response to th is  quest ion by Advocate Chask alson,  who 

asked:  

 “How f requent  was i t  for  Mr Mat la la  and 10 

General  S ib iya to meet?”  

 Wi tness F said :  

 “ I  would not  know exact ly ,  but  I  would 

know that  Mr Mat la la would send me 

messages vis -a-v is  General  S ib iya  

would send messages that  te l l  Cat  or  

Cat  te l l  General  S ib iya. ”  

 Meaning he was passing messages between what  

he says is  Cat ,  Mr Mat la la,  he says messages between Cat  

to  you,  and you would say pass a message to Cat .   So 20 

those are the two par ts of  the ev idence ,  same issue that  

Wi tness F is  the go -between,  between you and Mr Mat la la .   

You can comment  on that  now .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Now,  my of f ice is  s t ructured.   I  have got  

administ rat ion,  I  have got  a messenger,  we have got ,  I  have 
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got  a PA,  I  have  got  a staf f  o f f icer .   And when there is  

someone down there and they cal l ,  one of  them wi l l  be the 

one to go and fetch Mr Mat la la,  o f  which that  was the case .   

He was fetched by one of  the lad ies in  the  of f ice.   

Immediate ly af ter  the meet ing,  they went  and they took h im 

out ,  but  he went  to  a cer ta in Br igad ier .   I  do not  know which  

Br igadier ,  because apparent ly  there is  Br igadier  Glenda 

Bukaba,  and there is  a lso Br igadier ,  the one ,  the lady who 

was test i f y ing .   I  do not  know where she is  based,  but  they 

say,  my PA says,  no,  we went ,  I  went  to  fe tch h im,  then I  10 

took h im,  af ter  the meet ing,  I  took h im there.   

 So what ,  Mr Mat la la ,  what  Mr,  or  Wi tness F is  

saying,  I  do not  agree wi th i t ,  because remember,  Wi tness F 

is  not  an administ rator ,  he is  an operat ional  member .   He is  

not  s i t t ing in  the of f ice wai t ing to be cal led to go and fetch 

someone.   He is  most ly  not  even in  the of f ice.    

 Now,  bear ing in  mind,  at  the back of  our  mind,  the  

re lat ionship between Mr Mat la la and Wi tness F .   Should i t  

happen that  Mr Mat la la contacted Wi tness F and say,  I  wi l l  

be  coming to  see General  S ib iya ,  wi l l  you be in  the of f ice  20 

and everyth ing ,  that  i s  the i r  d iscussion .   But  f rom where  I  

am s i t t ing,  one th ing that  I  want  these Commissioners to  

know is  that  I  was a very act ive  head of  detect ive ,  going  

wi th the Nat ional  Commissioner,  engaging in  meet ings wi th  

the Nat ional  Commissioner and other  senior  of f ic ia ls ,  
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wherever they were on a dai ly  basis ,  in  such a way -  what  I  

am t ry ing,  the point  I  am t ry ing to dr ive home is  that  my 

of f ice was runn ing as professional  as possib le,  not  

f r iendship and Mat la la is  coming,  go fetch Mat la la for  me,  

then no.    

 When they came and then they go to the secur i t y ,  

the secur i ty  repor t  and say there is  Mr So-and-so here,  one 

of  the lad ies wi l l ,  and they wi l l  ask me and say,  are you 

aware,  are you wai t ing for  so -and-so and so-and-so,  I  say 

yes,  and they say okay,  we are  going to fe tch h im down 10 

there,  and that  i s  what  happened.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  no,  I  accept  that .   I  am asking about  

your  cont inued in teract ion wi th Mr Mat la la .   What  Wi tness F 

says is  that  he would pass messages between you and Mr  

Mat la la .   That  is  the aspect  that  I  am probing.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I f  he shows you those messages,  I  wi l l  

be happy to say these are the messages that  I  was passing  

between me and Mr Mat la la .   I  know in some instances he 

d id say okay,  th is  i s  what  I  received,  th is  is  what  I  

forwarded,  o r  th is  i s  what  I  sa id,  I  received ,  th is  i s  what  I  20 

said,  but  I  can safe ly say I  would not  pass messages to  

Wi tness F and say  l ike,  on a day l ike that  one where he is  

to  be fetched f rom there to come and see me .   So,  there 

was no f requent  communicat ion wi th Mr Mat la la.   I t  would  

happen where we d id speak .   I t  happened because I  made i t  



    23 FEBRUARY 2026 – DAY 65 

Page 28  o f  249  

 

 

a  point  not  to  be too c lose to h im because I  was not ,  i t  was 

the beginning of  knowing h im as we l l .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  to  make sure I  understand,  General ,  

so  are  you saying that  i t  is  not  t rue that  in  December 2024 

you cal led Wi tness ,  20,  oh ja ,  I  am sorry,  e i ther  23 or  24,  

December 2023,  you cal led Wi tness F to your of f ice and 

asked h im to fe tch someone who was downsta i rs ,  are you 

saying that  d id no t  happen ?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    That  d id not  happen.  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    And …[ intervenes] .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    And my secretary,  my PA can come 

actual ly  at test  to  that ,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    And so you deny that  that  person was Mr  

Mat la la,  obviously i f  you say you never made the request  to  

Wi tness F.   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And you a lso deny that  you then asked 

Witness F to be the go between you and Mr Mat la la .   You 

never made any such request  to  Wi tness F .   20 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  never made any such request  fo r  h im to 

be the go in  between.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Whi ls t  I  am not  denying the fact  that  

somet imes I  might  have communica ted something where you 
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f ind that  i t  is  between me and e i ther  wi th Mr Mat la la .   I t  wi l l  

happen.   

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .   No,  I  just ,  yes,  I  just  wanted to  

make sure so tha t  in  my mind I  do not  p roceed on the basis  

of  what  appeared to be a genera l  po int  that  you are making .   

I  wanted to be sure of  the speci f i cs .   Thank you,  General .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Thank you,  Chai r .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Can I  just  c lar i f y  something .   

General ,  s t i l l  on that  page,  was there an occasion when you 

met  Mr Mat la la fo r  the f i rs t  t ime that  you,  Wi tness F,  and Mr 10 

Mat la la were in  your  of f ice at  the same t ime,  a l l  three of  

you?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Not  at  a l l .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So when Witness F says :  

 “On my arr iva l  to  General  S ib iya 's  

of f ice,  I  de l ivered Mr Mat la la,  then 

General  S ib iya sa id to  me  …”  

 I  am reading f rom l ine 20 on 230 ,  that  never  

happened? 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    That  never happened .   20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    He is  not  being t ruthfu l  when he says 

the th ree of  you were in  the of f ice together  and you gave 

h im th is  inst ruct ion .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    From where I  am s i t t ing,  I  say that  never  

happened,  Chai r .  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  you say that  your  o f f ice is  

s t ructured,  you have a PA,  and you have a l l  o f  those 

people,  they are the ones that  would welcome your  v is i tors  

or  br ing your  v is i tors .   Wi th that ,  are you saying there has 

never been any c i rcumstance where Wi tness F has been 

involved wi th people coming or  being brought  to  your  

of f ice?  Do you make that  k ind o f  a  genera l  s tatement ,  i t  

has never happened?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Where Wi tness F had to  go fetch  10 

someone for  me?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Or  would  br ing someone to you.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No,  Wi tness F was never in  my of f ice .   

He was not  work ing in  my of f ice .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  thank you.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Last ly ,  a t  least  on th is  issue,  so on the  

day that  you admi t  you actual ly  met  Mr Mat la la in  

connect ion wi th the cont ract ,  when he came to make a 20 

compla int  o r  lodge a  compla int  wi th  you,  who brought  h im to  

your of f ice,  do you remember?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    My PA.   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Thank you.   Thanks,  Ms Hassim.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   Wel l ,  le t  us go through 
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some of  those in teract ions then.   I  just  want  to  beg in wi th 

th is  top ic that  you  have a l ready touched on,  and i t  is  that  of  

impalas that  were del ivered to your home .   Do you recal l  

impalas being del ivered to your home ? 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  have never had impalas del ivered to my 

home.   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Have you had impalas being del ivered to 

any of  your  propert ies?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  have had,  when I  bought  my property 9 

years ago,  Chai r ,  when I  bought  my property 9 years ago,  10 

the previous owner,  who was my next -door neighbour,  who 

said to  me,  I  would love to have my k ids next  to  me,  and 

would you mind i f  I  buy you out ?  I  sa id,  in  any event ,  I  wi l l  

not  actual ly  applaud because I  l ike  the farm l i fe  than these 

ones.   So he says,  okay,  we agreed on an amount .   And he 

said to  me,  on a  Sunday,  he said ,  can you and your wi fe  

come,  le t  me go show you someth ing that  I  have ,  he has.   

And he took us there,  and I  saw a n ice p lot  wi th  animals ,  

those,  i t  was the water  bucks,  d i f ferent  type of  animals,  

emus,  there were  two.   And there were sheep .   He said,  I  20 

wi l l  leave th is  wi th you because they rounded in  the  pr ice .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Where was th is  exact ly?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    In  Mnandi ,  in  Centur ion,  near Coper leaf .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And when was th is  exact ly?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    9  Years ago,  20  -  I  was a l ready f i red by 
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the pol ice,  and when they gave me money,  I  bought  that  

p lace.   That  is  what  happened.   Now,  I  p rocured that  p lace,  

I  mean,  as I  bought  that  p lace,  purchased that  p lace,  I  

found i t  wi th  some animals in  them  and I  carr ied on wi th the 

animals,  but  le t  me not  go deep .   I  wi l l  expla in as t ime goes 

on.   But  impalas  were never del i vered in  my of f ice,  o ther  

than whatever that  I  bought  mysel f ,  I  was buying gradual ly ,  

because I  went  and bought  a whole number of  o ther ,  I  went  

and bought  sheep,  goats,  and added wi th  some o f  the,  I  

th ink I  bought  something l i ke four  or  s ix  impalas at  that  10 

t ime.    

 They were bought  by,  my gardener at  that  t ime was 

a guy who used to work fo r  me,  and then he was a  

Zimbabwean,  the pol ice wi l l  know about  h im in  

Ol ievenhoutbosch,  wi l l  know about  that  guy,  because at  

some point  he fought  wi th  h is  g i r l f r iend,  and then they were  

looking for  h im,  he ran away .   But  at  that  t ime he was my 

gardener at  that  t ime,  he was the one tak ing my k ids to  

school  as  wel l ,  and then he was a dr iver  as wel l .   So 

whatever that  I  needed,  I  sent  h im around .   So that  is  what  20 

happened.   So I  had a number of  animals in  the p lace.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  but  that  was,  you say,  about  

2017?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Ja,  2017,  18 years .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   A l l  r ight ,  so le t  us  go to the 
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WhatsApp bundle,  and I  would  l ike to  take you to the  

conversat ion on,  that  begins at  page 108.   I  th ink tha t  is  f i le 

7 .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Page 1?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    108.   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Sorry,  Chai r ,  I  want  to  ask something,  

and maybe to be  advised by my legal  team as wel l ,  by  my 

senior  Counsel  as wel l ,  because i t  looked l ike there were  

some discussions in  re lat ion to the,  th is  statement  as i t  is  

unsigned at  th is  present  moment ,  po int  in  t ime,  whether ,  i s  10 

i t  not  par t  o f  the d iscussions that  was held that  says maybe 

in  terms of  the admissib i l i ty  of  th is  or  not ,  or  i f  the Counsel  

says no,  i t  i s  not  par t ,  l ike ,  General  Senthumule ’s 

statement ,  compl iance,  so there was those smal l  

d iscussions that  I  want  to  check before I  respond .   I  am 

about  to  respond,  I  just  want  to  check i f  there is  noth ing  

that  I  should be wai t ing maybe to take legal  advice on.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Ms K i l l ian,  I  am not  sure that  I  fo l low the 

point  that  the General  is  ra is ing,  bu t  can you p lease assist ?   

ADV KILLIAN SC :    I t  can sound confusing .   There  was a  20 

d iscussion between mysel f  and the evidence leader 

per ta in ing to a  supplementary af f idavi t  f i led in  response to  

General  Senthumule 's  af f idavi t .   A t  the star t  o f  the  

evidence,  i t  was p laced on record where th is  unsigned 

af f idavi t  o r  s tatement  as i t  is  now is  in  the f i les,  and I  th ink  



    23 FEBRUARY 2026 – DAY 65 

Page 34  o f  249  

 

 

that  is  what  he is  referr ing to,  whether  i t  is  a l ready before 

you or  not .   He is  t ry ing to ascer ta in whether  he can refer  to  

i t .  

CHAIRPERSON :    That  is  the General ’ s  s tatement  that  Ms 

Hassim refer red to th is  morning?   

ADV KILLIAN SC :    That  is  what  he  is  t ry ing to locate.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    And why I  am asking,  Chai r ,  is  because 

once we begin  to  ta lk  about  General  S enthumule 's  

s tatement ,  i t  was more about  the impalas,  and then I  am 10 

a lso being asked now in the topic  that  d iscusses that ,  so I  

wanted to just  check the exact  pos i t ion,  but  I  do not  have a  

problem to respond,  I  wi l l  respond,  I  just  wanted to  c lar i f y  

that .  

CHAIRPERSON :    General ,  I  th ink,  Ms Hassim,  do you wish  

to respond? 

ADV HASSIM SC :    To the extent  that  I  unders tand the 

quest ion,  Genera l  Senthumule  submit ted an af f idavi t  that  

was admi t ted in to  the record on,  I  be l ieve,  Fr iday morning .   

I t  was,  we received i t  then.   We made i t  avai lab le  20 

immediate ly to  the wi tness and h is legal  team .  They 

consul ted over  the weekend and they provided a sta tement ,  

par t ly  in  response to General  S enthumule 's  statement ,  

which I  have handed in  as par t  o f  the record fo r  today .   So 

everyth ing is  admi t ted and par t  o f  our  record,  and we can 
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cer ta in ly  go to that  s tatement  i f  the General  wishes to go to  

h is  statement  in  answer ing the quest ion.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Am I  correct  that  r ight  at  the beginning,  

the General  conf i rmed the content  o f  that  s tatement ?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  is  cor rect .   I  d id  ask the wi tness to 

conf i rm the cor rectness .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And he d id so.   

CHAIRPERSON :    The General  d id so.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And he obviously remains under oath ,  10 

yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes,  yes.   General ,  I  am not  sure 

that  an issue ar ises out  of  th is ,  because you have conf i rmed 

the statement ,  indeed,  the content  of  the statement .   So no 

issue should  ar ise .   I t  is  a  statement  before  us,  just  l ike  any 

other .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  am sat is f ied ,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  thank you .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so  we were looking a t  

…[intervenes] .   20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Are you at  page 108 now,  General ?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  am on my guards ,  Chai r ,  so 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  General  those are the f i les  

…[intervenes] .  
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LT-GEN SIBIYA :    [ Ind ist inct ]… [cross- ta lk ing]  

CHAIRPERSON :    F i le  7 of  10.   Fi le  7 of  10.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    [ Ind ist inct ]… accepted that .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Those are the three f i les that  we wi l l  be  

using the most  today .   Okay,  so what  we are looking at  is  

the 21 s t  o f  March 2021 and th is  is  a conversat ion,  for  

context ,  th is  i s  a WhatsApp conversat ion between Witness F 

and Mr Mat la la,  who is  saved on h is phone,  on th is  chat ,  as 

Cat  Secur i ty .   Do you see that?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so on the  21 s t  o f  March,  i f  we p ick 

i t  up f rom 6 :47 a.m.  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ms Hassim,  the chats are  actual ly  

numbered.   I f  you look at  the top,  i t  is  1 ,  then a l l  the way 

down to 8.   I t  is  easier  to  f ind them i f  you refer  to  those 

chat  numbers .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Cha i r ,  I  wi l l  do so.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ms Hassim,  maybe i f  I  may add to that ,  20 

that  perhaps i t  would help the General  in  par t i cu la r  i f  you 

expla in the d i f ferent  s ides of  th is  …[intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  I  am coming to that .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Because th is  is  the f i rs t  t ime that  he  

looks at  th is ,  wi th  us at  least .  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Absolute ly .   So 6:47 a.m.  is  chat  

number 3.   I  just  want  to  know that  you see chat  number 3.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Chat  number 3?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    The number ing is  on the  …[intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  on the le f t -hand s ide.   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes,  I  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Lef t -hand s ide.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  fo l low.   I  fo l low,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Do you see that .   Okay,  so i t  goes 

sequent ia l l y ,  number 3,  number 4,  number 5.   So number 3  

is  at  6 :47.   And what  we see is  a b lank box .   And 

underneath i t ,  i t  says,  Cat  Secur i ty .   Do you see that?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    In  these chats,  as they are depicted  

here,  where there  is  a b lank box,  i t  ind icates a ca l l ,  a  vo ice 

cal l .   Where i t  i s  in  g rey,  i t  is  a  ca l l  that  is  being made.   I t  is  

a  ca l l  that  is  incoming to Wi tness F .   And where there are  

chats in  g reen,  those  are,  or ig inate  f rom Witness F .   So just  20 

to expla in that ,  do you fo l low what  I  am saying? 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  am not  so fami l iar  wi th  th is ,  but  I  do 

fo l low messages,  as I  read .   The only th ing that  I  wanted to 

just  ra ise,  Chai r ,  is  that ,  obviously,  these are ,  what  is  the 

r ight  word to use?  They were hand-p icked,  put  together  fo r  
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the purpose of  maybe me ,  because remember that ,  Chai r ,  

in ,  when you ta lk  about ,  in  my cel lphone,  I  chat  wi th  a lo t  o f  

people .   But  now,  they took that  one,  that  one,  that  one,  

that  one,  that  one,  that  one,  and then they make them 

fo l low one another  l i ke th is .   Now,  for  me to s i t  here and 

accept  a chat  that  says,  okay,  do you see th is  chat ,  

fo l lowed by th is  chat ?   

 I  do not  know in between the chat  who e lse he was 

ta lk ing to,  but  what  I  can see,  I  see where,  okay,  there is  

Cat  Secur i ty  Serv ices,  and then there is  th is  one,  then there 10 

is  that  one.   But  i t  is  not  how they are in  the phone i tse l f .   

So I  wi l l  go a long wi th that ,  but  I  am ra is ing i t  as a concern,  

Chai r ,  before you,  Chai r ,  because the bot tom l ine is  that  i f  

we were g iven the  whole phone or  the whole th ing the way i t  

was,  i t  would make everyone's l i fe  easy .  

CHAIRPERSON :    General ,  I  am not  a tech -savvy person, 

but  here  is  my understanding.   I f  on my phone I  have you as 

a contact  and we are both on WhatsApp,  when I  search for  

you and I  f ind you on WhatsApp,  the chats that  wi l l  be there  

wi l l  be chats only  between you and me .   I t  wi l l  not  be,  that  20 

wi l l  not  inc lude chats wi th Commissioner Baloy i  and chats 

wi th Commissioner Khumalo and so  on .   So i t  wi l l  just  be 

those chats only.   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Okay,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Is  that  not  your  understanding as wel l ?   
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Because i f  you had me as a contact  and you search for  me,  

and I  am sure that  a l l  that  you would f ind would be chats 

between the two of  us .   There would  not  be any 

in terposi t ion ing o f  chats f rom other  people .   I t  would  just  be 

the two of  us.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  take i t ,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  thank you .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i f  I  could  just  add to that ,  Chai r ,  

that  the fu l l  chats that  a re re levant  to  the wi tness were  

provided,  not  jus t  a  few pages of  the chats.   The whole  10 

st ream was provided .   We,  however,  are only going to the 

par ts that  we have quest ions about ,  but  the fu l l  set  was 

provided.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   Now,  I  th ink you had asked a  

quest ion a l ready or  not ?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  I  just  wanted to establ ish f i rs t  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  you were jus t  drawing –  yes,  a l l  r ight .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  whether  the wi tness can see that ,  

wel l ,  one,  I  am expla in ing to you that  where i t  is  a  grey  20 

b lank box,  i t  is  a  vo ice cal l .   And where i t  is  green,  i t  is  by 

Wi tness F,  and grey,  i t  is  by the person wi th whom he is  

communicat ing ,  okay.   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    But  on the le f t -hand s ide,  I  see i t  is  grey.   

On the r ight -hand s ide,  I  see there is  th ose green 
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…[incomplete] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So the r ight -hand s ide,  g reen,  i s  

Wi tness F.   Lef t -hand s ide,  g rey ,  is ,  in  th is  case,  Cat  

Secur i ty .   A t  other  t imes,  i t  is  o ther  people wi th whom he is  

communicat ing,  as you wi l l  see.   So in  chat  number 3,  what  

you see is  at  6 :47 a.m.  a phone cal l  is  made by Mr  Mat la la.   

And then at  chat  number 4,  Mr Mat la la sends Wi tness F a  

message saying :  10 

 “Cal l  me. ”  

 That  is  at  6 :52.   In  chat  number 5,  you see Wi tness 

F cal l s  Mr Mat la la,  so there is  a conversat ion there .   And 

then at  chat  number 6,  Mr Mat la la sends to Wi tness F a  

vo ice note  which we wi l l  p lay.   

VOICE NOTE PLAYED BACK  

 “Wi tness F:  Where the bucks,  where the impalas  

must  go,  p lease,  s i r ,  i f  you can just  send me a p in drop 

where i t  must  go to. ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Could you hear that?  20 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And now i f  you look at  page 333 

of  the chats ,  th is  is  where  there are chats between you and 

Witness F.   Page 333,  can you see that?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Which page is  that?  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    333.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    333.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    333.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Ja,  I  got  i t ,  Chai r .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  thanks.   So,  i f  we go to 333,  you 

wi l l  see that  th is  i s  the conversat ion between you and 

Witness F and I  am looking speci f ica l l y  at  chat  number 4 .   

You have got  i t?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Chat  number 4,  yes .   I t  just  say chat  

number 4 and then I  see noth ing.    10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    You wi l l  see a vo ice note again .   I t  says 

opus.   But  f i rs t ,  so i t  is  chat  number 4,  but  the  t ime s tamp is  

important .   I t  says 7 :24.   And i f  you recal l  what  we looked 

at ,  and I  can just  d isp lay i t  again for  you so you can see i t  

for  ease of  reference ,  in  the previous chat  that  we were 

looking at  between Witness F  and Mr Mat la la ,  the voice 

note that  we just  p layed was sent  at  7 :24.   Do you see that ,  

724:01?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Now,  here at  333,  on the same day at  20 

7:24:55,  so 7 :24:55 seconds,  Wi tness F  fo rwards the same 

voice note that  he received f rom Mr Mat la la  to  you .   And we 

wi l l  just  p lay i t  again so that ,  th is  vo ice note,  so you can 

see i t  is  the same.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Before you do that ,  Ms Hass im,  i f  you 
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would just  say what  is  333,  whose downloads are th is?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Oh,  sorry,  I  thought  I  d id .   This i s  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  you have not .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    This is  the conversat ion between 

Witness F,  the WhatsApp conversat ion between Wi tness F  

and the wi tness.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    That  you have said .   What  I  am asking 

is ,  are these downloads f rom Witness F ’ s  phone? 

VOICE CLIP PLAYED 10 

 “Wi tness F:  Hi ,  s i r ,  sorry to  bother  you so ear ly .   

Can you send me a p in drop to where the bucks,  where the  

….”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    These are downloads f rom Witness F's  

phone.   So a l l  o f  the chats tha t  we are going to ,  are  

downloads f rom Witness F 's phone .   But  you wi l l  see we go 

between conversat ions that  Wi tness F  has wi th  severa l  

people  and in  th is  case,  i t  is  Mr Mat la la and now we are  

going to,  what  was downloaded f rom Witness F 's phone in  

re lat ion to you,  the conversat ions he had wi th you ,  okay.  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    And regard ing the point  you made about  

possib le in terpos i t ion ing,  General ,  my understand ing of  

what  Ms Hass im is  saying is  that  we have now stepped of f  

the chats between Witness F  and Mr Mat la la.   Now th is  i s  a 

d i f ferent  set  of  chats.   Remember what  I  sa id about  me 
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searching for  you and then f ind ing  only our  chats .   So now 

th is  i s  a d i f ferent  set  of  chats  and accord ing to Ms Hassim, 

these are now chats between Witness F  and you,  yes.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Would i t  he lp to  just  p lace 317 on the  

record,  just  so that  he conf i rms h is phone number  and 

…[incomplete] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   Can you go to  page 317,  

p lease.   Sor ry,  Chai r ,  my computer  is  just  f rozen here .   I  

wi l l  …[ incomplete ] .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  are you on 317 ?  10 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  am.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Whi le  Ms Hassim is  sor t ing  out  her  

computer .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  am there.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Oh,  thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thanks.   Okay,  General ,  what  you wi l l  

see at  317 is  the numbers that  are used in  th is  chat  

exchange,  th is  par t i cu lar  chat  tha t  we are  looking  at  and 

there is  a number that  is  saved as General  S ib iya  and in  

brackets Deputy Nat ional  Commiss ioner .   Do you see that?   20 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  the th i rd number.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    That  i s  my number .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  i s  your  number ,  okay.   So i f  we can 

go back to 333 .  
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LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Whereto?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    333.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  remember I  f i rs t  p layed you the  c l ip  

f rom Mr Mat la la to  Wi tness F .   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Ja.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Immediate ly af ter  Wi tness F receives 

that  vo ice note f rom Mr Mat la la,  he fo rwards i t  to  you 

because we see that  on the  t imestamp,  7 :24.   And I  th ink 

Ms Pooe a l ready p layed the voice c l ip .   Do you want  i t  to  be  10 

p layed again or  do you accept  that  that  is  the same voice 

c l ip?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No,  I  accept  i t  as  the same voice c l ip .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then in  the very next  message,  

number 5,  a t  7 :25 ,  so …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Can we …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    The very next  message.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Can you p lace on record what  that  vo ice  

note says,  p lease?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    There is  a t ranscr ip t  o f  the voice note in  20 

the record.   

CHAIRPERSON :    The voice is  just  too gut tu ra l  for  me and I  

can hard ly hear what  i s  being said .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Chai r ,  i f  you bear wi th me for  a moment ,  

maybe I  can just  show you the t ranscr ip t  o f  that  vo ice note .    
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CHAIRPERSON :    Or in  the meant ime,  whi ls t  you are  

looking fo r  the t ranscr ip t ,  i f  anybody can te l l  us what  is  

being said,  we can in  the meant ime go by that .   But  of  

course,  the t ranscr ip t  i s  the best  way.   General ,  were you 

able to  hear what  is  being said?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes,  I  know about  i t  and he jus t  hal lo ,  

s i r ,  p lease send us the,  d rop us  the p in  drop where  the 

bucks,  the impalas must  be dropped.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  a l l  r ight .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so you d id recognize i t .   Chai r ,  do 

you st i l l  want  me to go to the t ranscr ip t ?  The quickest  way 

I  could f ind i t  was actual ly  when i t  was p layed in  the 

hear ing when Witness F  were speaking.   Let  me just  read 

you what  i t  says again .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  says:  

 “Sorry to  bother  you so ear ly .   Can you 

send me a p in drop where the  bucks,  20 

the impalas must  go to,  p lease,  s i r .   I f  

you can just  send me a p in drop where  

i t  must  go to . ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  thank you .   P lease cont inue,  

Ms Hassim.  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    So that  vo ice note is  sent  to  you 

immediate ly af ter  i t  is  received f rom Mr Mat la la .   And then 

immediate ly af te r  that ,  Wi tness F  sends you a message 

saying:  

 “Morning,  i t  is  f rom Cat . ”  

 Do you see that?  That  i s  in  number 6,  chat  number  

6?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Morning is  f rom Cat ,  yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then,  i f  you go to  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Is  i t  6  or  5?  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  5 .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  thank you,  thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then the  next  message,  which is  

number 6,  is  f rom you at  8 :39 a.m. ,  and i t  is  a  vo ice  cal l  to  

Wi tness F.   Okay,  do you see that?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Chat  number 6?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So le t  me pause there before we 

go fu r ther .   Do you recal l  th is  exchange between you and 20 

Wi tness F?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Chai r ,  I  do recal l ,  a l though I  do not  have 

my gadgets,  but  I  cannot  deny them.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so you received a vo ice note  

asking you where  must  the impalas  be del ivered .   And then 
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you cal l  Wi tness F .   Do you recal l  the content  of  your  

conversat ion wi th  Wi tness F ?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Wi th Wi tness F,  ja  …[intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    A f ter  he sent  you th is  vo ice note.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.   I  do not  know i f  I  should read f rom 

my statement ,  but  because of  …[indist inct ]  t ru th is  what  

happened.   What  I  can say,  basica l ly ,  i s  that  as the  animals 

kept  on dying,  and they were dying ,  I  am lef t  wi th  one ,  some 

cal l  i t  impalas,  some cal l  i t  bu cks,  some cal l  i t ,  what  is  the  

r ight  word ,  but  what  I ,  i t  is  s t i l l  there now.   These are the  10 

animals that  I  found in  the p lot .   I t  is  th is  one that  wi l l  have 

horns,  that  wi l l  have l i ke,  that  look l ike a t ree,  but  they d ied  

one by one.   Some …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    When d id they d ie?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Some would ca l l  i t  a  water  bu ck,  but  now 

that  I  had …[intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  but  when d id they d ie ?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    They d ied gradual ly ,  s ince  f rom 20,  I  may 

not  be  r ight  in  te rms of  the date,  but  they were dying .   You 

wi l l  f ind one or  two dead .   But  when I  s tar ted bui ld ing the  20 

wal l ,  a  lo t  o f  them were eat ing the  rope  …[ind i s t inct ]  de l iver    

the br icks that  bu i ld  the wal l .   Then at  n ight ,  I  do not  know,  

they eat  th is  rope that  t ies the br icks so that  they do not  fa l l  

apar t .   Now when you wake up in  the morning,  you f ind that  

the stomach is  ra ised and i t  is  dead.   So that  is  how they 
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d ied gradual ly ,  and then that  is  when I  sent  one of  my guys 

to t ry  and replace ,  because they were a lmost  to  noth ing.   I  

was le f t  wi th  something l i ke s ix ,  somewhere  there .   I  am not  

reading my statement  now .   But  the last  ones that  d ied,  they 

d ied around,  I  do not  know whether  i t  was ,  but  i t  was,  I  

have got  a date maybe when I  go  through the statement .   

But  then what  then  I  d id  i s ,  because Nkosi ,  I  was a l ready 

acquainted to h im now,  because they come to my house 

regular ly .   Even everybody,  wel l ,  i t  is  jus t  that ,  

Commissioners,  I  do not  want  to  expla in too long stor ies ,  i f  10 

l ike I  must  s t i ck  to  the story,  and then,  but  i t  needs a  

background and an explanat ion.   When they come to my 

p lace,  they  have known that  I  have got  goats and sheep,  

and …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    They being who?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    When I  say they,  wi th  the exci tement  that  

I  had when I  was back to  the po l ice,  I  s ta r ted,  we had a  

good re lat ionship  wi th  the Nat ional  Commissioner .   They 

were coming a lo t  a lso to my p lace,  and other  senior  

management .   They could  see there are no bu cks.   There  20 

has been bucks.   Now,  there has been bu cks,  but  I  had that  

one that  is  s t i l l  there now.    

 Now,  i t  was very f rust rat ed,  because somet imes 

you see i t  running a l l  over  and then somet imes jumping on 

goats or  sheep.   Then I  sa id to  Fannie ,  you know,  I  do  not  
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have t ime to go look fo r  a mate fo r  th is  th ing.   I  am al l  over ,  

I  am work ing and even my fami ly  w i l l  not  see me,  because I  

would leave 4  o 'c lock in  the morning and come la te when 

the chi ldren are s leeping .   Then he was normal ly  help ing  

me.   He said,  no,  do not  wor ry,  Mpat i .   I  wi l l  ass ist  you to  

get  one,  a mate.    

 Now,  when I ,  a t  some point  in  a meet ing,  I  was in  

meet ings,  long meet ings,  then I  d id  get  that  vo ice note  that  

says he forwarded i t  to  me .   As to how,  because  Nkosi  he  

said in  one of  h is  statements,  he is  a  professional  hunter ,  10 

he is  a hunter  as wel l ,  that  no,  I  know farmers that  wi l l  

assist  you wi th th is  th ing.   I  sa id,  i t  is  okay.   Then he sent  

me that  vo ice note .   To me,  i t  is  okay.   He said,  he wi l l  f ind.   

Now,  he said,  where are the bu cks,  the impalas .    

 Now,  I  needed only one,  but  I  thought  maybe he 

was not  so sure ,  he took a male and a female.   But  he said,  

the bucks,  the impalas .   Now,  when he said the bu cks and 

the impalas,  when I  got  a  break,  I  ca l led h im .   I  sa id,  I  just  

hope you know what  I  want ,  what  is  in  the yard ,  not  any 

other .    20 

 And then,  a l ready at  that  t ime,  in  the i r  mind,  i t  was 

impalas.   I  sa id,  no,  no,  no,  no ,  I  do  not  want  the impalas,  

because they  are dead,  and they cannot  surv ive  in  any 

other  p lace .   I  just  need a par tner  for  th is  one,  so that  i t  is  

s t i l l  a l i ve  and I  do not  want  to  k i l l  i t ,  I  mean to s laughter  i t .   
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And i t  was not ,  to  me  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    What  was remain ing ,  what  was i t?   Was i t  

an impala?  What  was i t ?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I t  is  a  water  buck.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Water  buck,  oh,  oh.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I t  is  a  water  buck.   I  do not  know 

…[intervenes] .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  in  your  statement ,  you say you 

cal l  i t  a  b lesbok.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    A  b lesbok,  yes.   And then another  one 10 

wi l l  ca l l  i t  an ante lope .   So,  I  do  not  know,  I  am not  an 

expert  on those ones,  Chai r ,  and  you wi l l  forg ive  me for  

that ,  but  th is  i s  what  I  found.   Now,  the problem is  that  

…[intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    I f  I  am not  mistaken,  I  th ink ante lope is  

gener ic  for  d i f ferent  types .   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Chai r ,  I  had a  lo t  o f ,  where  I  grew up 

f rom home,  we had goats,  now,  and chickens .   But  that  is  20 

the l i festy le  I  g rew up on.   I  wanted to own them in a p lot ,  in  

the farm.   I t  is  not  a farm,  i t  is  a  p lot .   So I  wanted to own 

them.   The sheep I  found there,  so  I  added goats .   Now,  as  

I  was mainta in ing  them together  wi th the wi ld  animals,  that  I  

am not  real ly  s laughter ing,  se l l ing,  I  wanted to,  a t  some 
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po int ,  th ink that  I  can,  I  could,  but  I  rea l i zed that  they were 

tak ing a lo t  o f  money f rom me,  and then I  was not  af ford ing .   

To me,  when the number reduced,  dy ing,  I  could not  replace 

the wi ld  animals ,  because what  is  the point  o f  keeping 

animals that  you are not  seeing,  t hat  you are not  eat ing,  

just  to  keep them,  and they  are tak ing ,  I  was spending more 

than R12,000.00  a month.   I  rea l ized that  i t  is  not  

susta inable,  so I  d id  not  need them.    

 So,  but  a l l  I  needed was th is .   As a resul t ,  I  sa id,  

no,  no,  I  do not  need i t ,  because,  in i t ia l ly ,  I  spoke to h im,  10 

and then,  as to  how and when he was going there,  in  my 

case,  I  sa id,  no,  do not ,  because I  do not  need impalas  

anymore,  and I  do not  need,  I  needed only one buck and 

that  he could not  get ,  and that  is  where i t  a l l  ended,  

because I  could not  p roceed wi th that  th ing,  because even 

in  terms of  af fo rdabi l i t y ,  they need space,  they need a lo t  o f  

grass,  I  was not  a f ford ing,  so I  could not  take them, so they 

were not  del i vered .   Even Mr Mat la la h imsel f  d id  say that  

they were not  del i vered .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so you,  there are two th ings 20 

ar is ing f rom that .   The f i rs t  is ,  you conf i rm that  th is  was Mr  

Mat la la who was provid ing you wi th these ?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  have never conf i rmed that .   I  sa id,  I  

spoke to Nkosi .   Nkosi  never actual ly  sa id to  me,  he was 

going to speak to Mr Mat la la.  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Right ,  when you get  that  message wi th  

the voice note,  the very next  message that  is  sent  to  you is :  

 “Morning,  i t  is  f rom Cat . ”  

 And i t  is  not ,  morning,  i t  is  f rom Mr  Mat la la,  o r  f rom 

some person you do not  know wel l ,  i t  is ,  morning,  i t  is  f rom 

Cat .   So you knew where i t  was coming f rom.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No.   For  s imple  reasons .   The fact  that  I  

never a l lowed them to come,  to  me,  i t  was a rusted point .   I  

never a l lowed i t ,  a l lowed them to come,  because even i f  he 

said,  when he sa id f rom Mr Mat la la,  to  me,  I  rea l ized that ,  10 

look,  I  do not  want  anyth ing f rom anybody .   Cha i r ,  I  can 

safe ly te l l  you something.   I  know my Counsel  sa id  to  me, 

you do not  have to sponsor th is  th ing when you are not  

asked,  but  I  want  to  prove something here .  

CHAIRPERSON :    May I  say th is .   Ms K i l l ian ,  f rom last  week 

a l ready,  I  came c lose to saying to you,  your  c l ient  i s  sa i l ing 

very c lose to possib ly  d ivu lg ing c l ient - lawyer conf idences.   

But  perhaps the General  should cont inue .  

ADV KILLIAN SC :    I  take note .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  20 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  have learned,  Chai r .   I  am real ly  sor ry 

to  my Counsel .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am not  saying you have .   Perhaps what  

you are touching on is  not  necessar i l y  something  

conf ident ia l .   I  am sure i f  i t  was,  Ms Ki l l ian  would say 
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something in  that  regard.   P lease cont inue .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Ja,  no,  she was just  t ry ing to advise me 

that  do not  ta lk  too much,  be short .   So that  is  why I  am 

saying i t ,  Chai r .   But  what  I  was saying is  that  there is  a  

f r iend that  I  have in  Z imbabwe .   At  some point  i t  was my 

b i r thday and a f r iend said to  me,  my f r iend,  I  want  to  buy 

you a present ,  bu t  I  am far .   I  want  to ,  I  wi l l  send you some 

money.   And I  sa id,  i t  is  okay,  but  you must  know that  i t  i s  

something that  I  have to declare .   And then he said,  i t  is  

okay.   Then,  in  an at tempt  to  surpr ise me,  I  was sent  10 

R20,000.00.    

 I  went  st ra ight  to  the bank  and I  sa id,  I  do not  need 

th is  th ing .   I  do not  want  i t .   I t  is  going to put  me in  t rouble .   

Reverse th is  t ransact ion .   I  do  not  need i t .   And i t  

happened.   So I  am saying,  anyth ing that  I  know that  th is  

one is  a no-go area,  because I  have l ived wi th th is  th ing 

and I  have charged many people for  th is  th ing,  I  could not  

go ahead.   That  i s  when I  s topped.  

 Even th is  ones,  there was no animal  that  was 

del ivered on account  of  Mr Mat la la or  Nkosi  to  my p lace .   20 

Never.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  mean,  g iven your explanat ion about  

the Z imbabwe g i f t  that  you reversed,  are you saying  that  

these animals were not  del i vered to you because you 

stopped i t?   You stopped i t  because you d id not  th ink  i t  was 
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an appropr ia te th ing to come f rom Mr Mat la la?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No,  no,  no.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  am just  asking ,  just  to  understand you .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No,  no,  no.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    What  you are  saying.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    F i rs t l y ,  they were not  what  I  wanted ,  

because I  d id  not  need many.   I  needed one to match th is  

one that  I  have .   And then when he said,  can you p lease 

send me the p in drop where the bu cks,  the animals,  so i t  

was two th ings .   Then when I  ca l led and said,  but  you spoke 10 

about  bucks and impalas.   I  do not  need impalas .   And at  

that  t ime they had deal t ,  they ha ve been deal ing w i th the 

impalas.   I  sa id I  do not  need impalas because I  do not  

have space.   They need a very vast  bush,  th ick bush where 

there is  g rass and t rees and everyth ing .   Now they cannot  

l ive  in  a very smal l ,  conta ined p lot .   A l ready I  have lost  

many,  the few tha t  I  have lost .   So I  could not  get .    

 But  above a l l ,  in  terms of  af fordabi l i ty ,  Chai r ,  when 

I  came back to the pol ice,  my salary went  down deep d ive to  

an extent  that  for  me to af fo rd now to have 6,000 to  12,000 20 

that  I  must  spend on animals  that  I  am not  even 

s laughter ing or  se l l ing .   I  could not .   So I  am just  put t ing i t  

here that  i t  never came .   I  d id  not  need them.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  accept ing for  a moment  that  

they d id not  come,  how does Mr Mat la la  get  involved in  your  
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desi re to  acqui re  whatever type of  animal  i t  is  that  you 

needed,  because the message is  c lear  that  i t  is  f rom Cat  

and you are to ld that  i t  is  f rom Cat .   How does Mr Mat la la  

get  involved in  that?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    My only concern is  that  when you speak 

to Nkosi  and Nkosi  says to you  …[indist inct ] .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  th ink that  horse has bol ted ,  General .   

I t  bo l ted some answers back .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  am sure the Chai r  real i zed what  I  d id  

and I  was caught  of f  guard.    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  is ,  I  th ink we have reached a point  

where i t  is  farc ica l  to  t ry  to  avoid the name.   I t  is  a l l  

farc ica l .   Let  us  just  cont inue.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  was ta lk ing to a co l league that  I  worked 

very c lose to  and even mysel f ,  I  have been g iv ing h im p i t  

bu l l s  f rom my yard .   These p i t  bu l ls ,  I  do not  want  them,  

they are eat ing my chickens ,  take them.  So that  is  the k ind  

of  l i festy le  that  we are l iv ing,  me and h im .   Now he,  when I  

ta lk  to  h im and then he wi l l  say to me,  no,  le t  me see what  I  

can do,  where I  can f ind them because he is  a hunter  as  20 

wel l .   He said i t  in  one of  h is  th ings .    

 So when they go a l l  over  around,  he knew many 

people that  I  d id  not  know.   I  found h im in the pol ice.   So to  

me,  I  spoke to h im .   I  never expected that  he would go 

speak to somebody .   When he says i t  is  f rom so-and-so,  you 
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a lso need a way of  pul l ing back .   When you see that  th is  

th ing is  now beginning to cross the l ine,  you pul l  back .   

Hence,  I  d id  not  a l low anyth ing to come my way .   I t  was not  

del i vered.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  you have said to  us that  the 

wi tness d id not  b r ing Mr Mat la la  to  your  of f ice,  and so you 

met  Mr Mat la la  independent  of  the  wi tness  and,  so,  that  is  

what  you have sa id to  us .   But  then,  and that  was accord ing 

to you,  in  January  2024,  maybe February 2024,  but  now i t  is  

March the 21 s t ,  and he says to you :  10 

 “Morning,  i t  is  f rom Cat . ”  

 Now,  one,  the f i rs t  th ing is ,  what  d id you know 

about  h is  re lat ionship wi th Cat ,  because here  he expects  

that  you know who  is  Cat ,  I  mean,  the fami l iar i ty .   He does 

not  say Mr Mat la la .   He says i t  is  f rom Cat .   What  d id you 

know about  h is  re lat ionship wi th the person  refer red  to,  that  

he refers to  as Cat ,  and why would he have thought  you 

would know who he is  speaking about  when he says i t  i s  

Cat?  So i t  is  two quest ions .   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I f  the Commissioner remember very wel l ,  20 

we were a l ready past  the stage of  having  met  Cat ,  because 

we met  Cat  in i t ia l ly  when he came to the of f i ce.   I  got  to  

know that  he knows Cat ,  and he knows Cat  very wel l .   So 

Cat  was someone who was up and down .   Even when he 

was there,  he d id  …[intervenes] .  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    So you came to know because you 

d iscussed Cat  wi th h im? 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes,  we d id ,  Cat  d id ind icate that  no,  no,  

I  know many people here.   I  know many of  your  co l leagues 

there.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   So Cat  to ld you that  on the day 

that  you met  h im for  the f i rs t  t ime.   He to ld you,  I  know th is  

gent leman.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes,  because when he le f t  there,  they 

took h im to another  Br igadier  in  there .  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja,  no,  I  understand that .   I  just  want  to  

understand how you get  to  a point  where you d iscuss wi th  

the wi tness,  Mr Mat la la ,  so you meet  Mr Mat la la ,  accord ing  

to you,  in  January,  maybe February,  depending on what  you 

said in  the  Ad Hoc  Commit tee .   E i ther  one,  i t  does not  

mat te r  to  me whether  i t  is  January or  February  for  the 

purpose of  th is  conversat ion.    

 But  i t  is  now in March,  so maybe a month  or  two,  

you are  to ld,  morning,  th is  vo ice note is  f rom Cat .   There is  

an expectat ion c lear ly  that  you know who he is  ta lk ing 20 

about .   You say to us,  ja ,  wel l ,  I  d id  d iscuss h im  and I  am 

want ing to know at  which point  do you d iscuss wi th Mr,  wi th  

Mr Mat la la ,  a t  wh ich point  do you ta lk  about  Mr Nkosi  wi th  

Mr Mat la la  before  the 21 s t  o f  March?  And at  which point  do  

you d iscuss Mr Mat la la  wi th Mr Nkosi?  
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LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Commissioners …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    From the t ime you met  h im up to the  

21 s t  o f  March.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Commissioners,  remember that  f rom the 

day I  met  Cat ,  Mr  Mat la la  at  the of f ices leading to that  day ,  

or that ,  those …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    The 21 s t  o f  March,  ja .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes,  in  between .   Mr Mat la la  has been an 

in teract ive type o f  a  person wi th many pol ice of f ic ia ls  that  

he knew.   We have been to co l lege.   This i s  where he is  10 

been a serv ice provider .   We have been to co l lege .   And 

then I  a lso met ,  I  d id  see h im at  the col lege mysel f  where  

thei r  own gazebo as wel l  there.   I  a lso saw him there .   So 

we have in teracted wi th Mr Mat la la.   Yes,  I  never  sa id I  

never in te racted wi th h im complete ly  because there f rom we 

just  l ike any other  normal  re lat ionship that  develops or  that  

s ta r t ,  I  s tar ted knowing Mr Mat la la  there.   A l l  I  knew was 

not  to  cross the l ine .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  you are being asked about  

the per iod between January 2024 and March 2024.   Now,  Mr 20 

Mat la la  i s  not  a serv ice  provider  to  SAPS dur ing that  per iod .   

So when you make reference to gazebos and v is i t s  to  the 

c l in ic ,  for  the purposes of  the quest ion,  you are being asked 

the day you met  Mat la la  in  January of  2024 unt i l  th is  date 

on the 21 s t  o f  March 2024.   So you are  l imi ted only  to  that  
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per iod and then you answer  Commissioner  Baloyi 's  

quest ion.   So i t  is  a  two-month per iod,  real ly .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  th ink Commissioner Khumalo ,  you are  

the one who is  m isunderstanding in  th is  case in  the sense 

that  when he came to see me in  January,  he a l ready had a 

tender.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    But ,  General ,  he d id not  have i t .   We,  

can we just  accept  as a fact  and then you can speak f rom 

there,  the tender was awarded in  …[intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    In  June.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    In  June 2024.   That  is  fact .   Now,  you 

are in teract ing .   You can check that  i f  you want ,  bu t  i t  is  in  

June 2024.   That  is  fact .   You are in teract ing wi th  h im in  

March 21.   Wel l ,  between January and March,  yes  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    March.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    24,  is  what  these texts are about .   And 

you say in  that  per iod,  a l ready in  March 2024,  we have,  

because that  is  what  you say,  we have been ,  I  have been  

in teract ing wi th Mr Mat la la .   Then you have to expla in to  us 20 

that  i f  the tender  was not  yet  awarded,  what  are you,  how 

are you and what  about  are you in teract ing wi th h im ? 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    What  I  may request ,  Chai r ,  in  a l l  

…[indist inct ]  fact  is  that  where I  mix the dates  i t  is  not  out  

of  an in tent ion to misrepresent  the facts .   I  am work ing f rom 
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memory.   I  do not  have anyth ing  and I  am not  making an 

excuse.   What ,  where I  should take i t  f rom is  f rom when Mr 

Mat la la  came to the of f ice .   I  know i t  is  January.   I  know i t  

is  January 20  –  i t  is ,  I  know i t  is  in  January the 17 t h ,  

somewhere there .   Now,  whether  I  might  have mixed 2024 

and 2025,  i t  may be that  point  tha t  I  need to f i x .   But  I  do  

not  remember meet ing or  ta lk ing to  Cat  o r  Mr Mat la la  before 

that .  I  do not  remember that .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Before,  when you say before  that ,  does 

the “ that ”  refer  to  the award of  the cont ract ?  What  does 10 

“ that ”  re fer  to?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    The award of  the cont ract ,  I  do not  know 

about  and when i t  s tar ted real l y  involv ing ,  ja ,  I  do not  know 

that  much about  the awarding of  the tender at  that  point  in  

t ime.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  Advocate Baloyi  is  going to 

ask you her  quest ion .   I  am just  g iv ing you the t imel ine .   

The heal th care cont ract  that  SA PS awarded to Medicare 24 

was advert ised on the 31 s t  o f  January 2024.   So i f  you met  

Mr Mat la la  on the  17 t h  o f  January 2024,  that  tender had not  20 

even been advert ised at  that  s tage .   And i t  was only  

awarded on the 14 t h  o f  June in  2024 .   So I  th ink Advocate 

Baloyi  wi l l  ask the quest ion again and maybe you can then 

answer the quest ion.   But  I  have g iven you the t imel ine to 

assist  you.   
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Wel l ,  General ,  the,  I  am prepared fo r  

purposes of  my d iscussion wi th you to even accept ,  just  for  

purposes of  our  d iscussion,  to  accept  that  you may have 

met  Mr Mat la la  in  January,  you may have had a  meet ing  

wi th h im in  January 2025,  but  what  we know f rom these 

texts i s  you are engaging wi th h im in  2024,  in  March .   You 

are ta lk ing to h im.    

 And the quest ion  st i l l  remains,  why,  what  d id you 

know in March 24,  what  d id you know about  Mr  Nkosi 's  

re lat ionship wi th Mr Mat la la ,  and that  re lat ionship,  and why 10 

would Mr,  Sergeant  Nkosi  know tha t  you know Mat la la  when 

he says to you,  morning,  i t  is  f rom Cat ,  in  March 24 a l ready .   

So he knows at  th is  point  that  you know who he is  referr ing  

to .   And the quest ion is ,  wel l ,  what  d id you know about  that  

re lat ionship in  March 2024 ?  What  was the nature  of  your  

re lat ionship at  that  point ?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    What  is  s t i l l  d is tu rb ing me,  Chai r ,  and 

put t ing me a l i t t le  b i t  o f f  ba lance is  the fact  that  when I  look 

at ,  Mr Mat la la  was searched,  I  th ink,  in  December 2024,  and 

what  I  know is  that  in  December 2024,  when he was 20 

searched,  I  have never in te racted wi th h im,  now I  am ta lk ing  

December 2024.   I  have never in teracted wi th h im go ing up 

to now.   Now,  that  is  why I  am work ing now on 2024 .   And 

that  is  why,  in  my mind,  i t  te l ls  me that  i t  was January 2024.    

 So,  I  might  be wrong in  te rms of  the t imel ines and 
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the date,  but  I  am just  saying,  I  am basing that  on the fact  

that  i f  he was ra ided in  2024,  December,  I  never spoke to 

h im or  met  h im 2024,  s ince then,  December .   Now,  I  say,  i t  

could not  be tha t  I  met  h im in  January the 17 t h ,  2025,  

hence,  I  am saying,  i f  I  am mix ing the date at  th is  present  

moment ,  i t  is  something that  I  just  need to s i t  down,  do the  

t imel ines,  but  because of  the fac t  that  I  do not  have my 

gadget ,  I  do not  have access to the of f ice,  the resources,  

whatever ,  that  could be a weakening factor  in  terms of  how 

I  recal l  some of  the dates.  10 

 So,  the in tent ion  is  not  to  mis lead or  to  l ie ,  but  I  

might  be mix ing  something  somewhere,  but  I  wi l l  accept  

where I  made a mistake .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  th ink I  wi l l  hand over  to  Ms Hassim 

now,  but  I  just  want  to  say that  I  am also not  t ry ing to 

involve you in  a memory test ,  you know,  of  remember as  

you are  s i t t ing there and then we catch you out  because you 

do not  remember th ings .   That  is  not  the point  o f  th is .   I t  is  

to  get  c la r i f icat ion f rom your explanat ions .   So,  and that  i s  

why I  sa id to  you,  to  me,  i t  rea l ly  does not  mat ter  for  20 

purposes of  a  d iscussion whether  you met  h im in  24 or  in  

25,  but  I  am prepared to work on the basis  that  you met  h im 

in  January 24 because you say by the t ime he was ra ided in  

December you had not  spoken to h im .   So,  I  am prepared to  

work wi th your da tes.    
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 I t  is  s t i l l ,  my quest ion st i l l  remains,  and i t  is  my 

quest ion so that  I  understand your ev idence that  in  March 

2024,  what  we have establ ished,  o r  what  we know for  a fact  

f rom evidence and f rom documents  is  the Medicare cont ract  

was awarded in  June 2024 .   We know that  as a fact .   So,  

when you speak to h im in  March 2021,  ag,  2024 rather ,  he 

does not  have the cont ract  yet .   We know that  as a mat ter  

of  fact .   He does not  have the cont ract  because the cont ract  

is  g iven only in  June 2024 .    

 And so,  the quest ion is ,  the in teract ion that  you 10 

say,  because you say af te r  you met  h im in  January  you then 

now had in teract ions wi th h im between that  January and 

March.   Those in teract ions before he got  the cont ract  o r  the  

tender,  what  a re  they about  and what  does Mr Nkosi ,  

Sergeant  Nkosi  know about  your  re lat ionship  wi th Mr 

Mat la la  as at  March 2024?  I t  is  real ly  my,  the quest ion that  

I  am seeking you to c lar i f y .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Chai r ,  my response is  going to depend 

most ly  on the document  that  I  want  to  produce so  that  I  

sat is fy  mysel f  tha t  th is  i s  the date  I  met  th is  person in  the 20 

of f ice wi th the i r  lawyer .   Now,  once I  have that ,  I  should be 

able to  respond to the Commissioner 's  quest ion at  th is  point  

in  t ime.   So,  a l l  I  am asking is  just  to  have an opportuni ty  to  

be able to  have those documents in  f ront  of  me and then I  

say th is  i s  the date I  met  h im.    
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  I  th ink that  is  a fa i r  request .   We 

wi l l  come back to  i t .   But  can I  just  put  th is  proposi t ion to 

you fo r  comment  that  i f  the documents that  you are  going to 

look at  ind icate or  show that  the cont ract  was not  awarded 

in  January 24,  in  fact ,  le t  me say i t  d i f ferent ly .   I f  your  

documents are going to show that  the cont ract  was in  fact  

awarded in  June 2024,  as we say the evidence points out ,  

then when you were speaking to Mr,  whatever  in teract ion 

you had wi th Mr Mat la la  between January 24 and March 24,  

2024,  as per  th is  WhatsApp message,  i t  could not  have 10 

been about  the cont ract  i f  the cont ract  was awarded in  

June.   I t  log ica l l y  fo l lows .   I f  the cont ract  was in  June 24,  

whatever  you were d iscussing wi th  h im by March 24,  2024,  

i t  cannot  be the awarded cont ract .   I t  is  something e lse.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    One th ing that  I  want  these 

Commissioners to  know is  that  I  have never engaged wi th  

Mr Mat la la  on any other  issue other  than …[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Awarded cont ract .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Ja,  I  have never ,  I  do not  know about  h is  

secur i t y ,  h is  other  deal ing,  h is  o ther  cases .   The t ime I  20 

spoke to h im wi l l  be on th ree issues that  wi l l  come as the 

l ine of  quest ion ing comes.   But  what  I  know is  that  what  

sta r ted my f i rs t  meet ing wi th h im was about  that .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight .   Thank you,   Thanks,  General .   

Ms Hassim.  
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CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us adjourn and resume at  hal f  past .   

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Hassim.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thanks,  Chai r .   General ,  you test i f ied 

before the tea tha t  a l l  o f  the bucks had d ied.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Sor ry,  Adv Hassim,  sor ry to  do  th is  to  

you.   Before we star t ,  I  thought  there was an undertaking  

that  the at to rney’s  le t te r  wi l l  be provided af ter  tea.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  have received noth ing.   When we get  10 

i t ,  we wi l l  deal  wi th  i t .   

CHAIRPERSON :    General ,  were you able to  f ind the le t ter?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    There is  a document  that  we have f rom 

the lawyer,  and then the one for  the tender of  Medi  24,  the  

tender document .   Chai rperson,  I  know I  have i t  on  one of  

my desks.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  thank you.   Perhaps,  Ms 

Hassim,  le t  us just  cont inue.   Yes,  and may i t  be shared 

over  lunch.   Yes,  le t  us cont inue.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   20 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Sorry,  Chai r .   I  have a le t ter  da ted 17 

January 2024 that  I  could read in to the record  in  the  

meant ime.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Where is  i t?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Wel l ,  they have asked them to pr in t  i t .   
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Chai r ,  I  suggest  we come back to that  

once we have received the le t ter .   Sor ry.  

CHAIRPERSON :    How long is  the le t ter ,  General?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  th ink i t  is  one and a hal f  pages.   I t  is  a 

lawyer 's  le t te r  tha t  accompanies the whole lease agreement  

and the Medi  24,  I  th ink i t  is  a  tender document .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ms Hassim,  i t  sounds l ike the le t ter  that  

the General  was test i f y ing to.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Perhaps,  af te r  reading one and a hal f  

pages,  maybe le t  us …[ intervenes]  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  am in your hands.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.   P lease read i t ,  General .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Where is  the le t ter?  They said they had 

the le t ter  p r in ted.  

CHAIRPERSON :    So,  you do not  have a copy.   Do you have 

a copy fo r  yoursel f  to  read?  Let  us cont inue then,  le t  us 

cont inue.   When you said you wanted to read i t ,  I  thought  

you have i t  in  your  hands.   Let  us cont inue then.   I  th ink the  

best  -  no,  le t  us leave i t ,  p lease.   Let  us leave i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Chai r ,  I  wi l l  engage wi th my co l league 20 

in  the lunch adjournment .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Get  hard cop ies of  i t  so we a l l  have 

something in  f ront  of  us to  look at .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.   
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ADV HASSIM SC :    That  way we would a lso be able  to  see 

bet te r  the addressee and those dates.    

CHAIRPERSON :    We wi l l  cont inue,  General .   I t  wi l l  be  

revis i ted,  i f  necessary,  a f te r  lunch.   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  wi l l  make sure that  -  because I  was 

suggest ing that  maybe they should dr ive home.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us leave i t  for  now.   Thank you.   

P lease cont inue,  Ms Hassim.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thanks,  Chai r .   General .   General ,  a re  

you wi th me?  10 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  am l is tening.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You test i f ied before tea that  a l l  o f  the 

buck had d ied by th is  point  in  t ime,  in  2024.   Did I  hear  you 

correct ly?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  d id  not  say a l l  the bucks had d ied by  

2024.   I  sa id they d ied gradual ly  and I  was le f t  wi th  one.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   A l l  but  one?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and then you a lso said that  when 

you received th is  message f rom Sergeant  Nkosi ,  saying 20 

f rom Cat ,  that  you then to ld h im not  to  del i ver  i t .   I  mean,  

you said two th ings.   One,  you said those are not  r ing buck,  

you said.   Impala is  not  what  you are looking for .   Right?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  was one th ing.   And the second 
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th ing you said was that  you to ld h im not  to  del iver  i t  

because you cannot  accept  anyth ing f rom Mr Mat la la.   And 

then you gave us an example of  how you had previously  

done that  wi th  another  f r iend and a payment  that  was made 

in to your bank account .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  have never sa id  that .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  can you expla in what  i t  is  you 

said?  I  thought  you said you to ld  h im no del ivery because 

you cannot  accept  f rom Mr Mat la la.   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  th ink i f  I  remember very wel l ,  Chai r ,  10 

what  I  sa id is  tha t  number 1,  I  rea l ised that  th is  is  not  what  

I  wanted.   Number 2,  i f  the message proceeds immediate ly,  

say f rom Cat ,  and i t  was about  that  because I  do not  have 

any devices,  over  and above,  I  was not  going to receive  

anyth ing f rom a serv ice provider .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  you would not  have accepted i t?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  a l l  r ight .   So then le t  us just  go 

back to the chats because we were not  complete there.   And 

I  would  l ike you to go to page 109.   109 in  the same f i le  7.   20 

109,  same f i le .   And i t  is  chat  number 5.   And you wi l l  see i t  

is  a  screenshot .   I t  is  very smal l ,  but  do you see what  I  am 

referr ing to?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I f  i t  looks any more leg ib le  -  oh,  i t  went  
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away.   On the screen above you,  you can have a look at  the 

screen.   But  you see there that  a t  10 :36 am,  I  th ink i f  we 

can just  pro ject  i t  again,  a t  10 :36 am,  Mr Mat la la forwards a 

screenshot  to  Sergeant  Nkosi .   And le t  us just  go  to the 

screenshot .   And you wi l l  see that  th is  i s  a screenshot  of  a  

conversat ion wi th  one Rudy farm manager.   Okay ,  so ,  th is  i s  

Mr Mat la la fo rwarding th is  screenshot ,  a  conversat ion that  

he has wi th Mr Rudy fa rm manager,  forwards i t  to  Sergeant  

Nkosi .   And at  the top of  the message,  i t  says,  the green is  

Mr Mat la la.   I t  says :  10 

  “P lease check your account  again. ”  

And then he says :  

“Thank you,  s i r ,  I  got  i t .   Thank you very 

much,  s i r .   Thanks,  s i r ,  we wi l l  do that . ”  

And then there is  a vo ice note.   We do not  have that  vo ice 

note,  but  i t  is  exact ly  the same length as the voice note that  

we p layed ear l ier .   So i t  may be that  that  is  the vo ice note  

that  Rudy fa rm manager sent  to  Mr Mat la la.   I t  was a lso  

sent  in  the morn ing.   I t  sor ts  of  ta l l ies up wi th the t ime 

f rame when Mr Mat la la  -  when Sergeant  Nkosi  forwarded i t  20 

to you.    

 But  i f  you go down,  next  th ing is ,  Mr  Mat la la  

forwards to Rudy farm manager the  address.   So,  remember  

there was a  request ,  which address,  can you send me a p in  

where the  impalas must  be del ivered?  And that  is  sent  to  
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th is  person,  Rudy farm manager.   Do you recogn ise that  

address?  Can you see i t  on  the p in?   Oh,  you have to,  i t  is  

redacted fo r  …[intervenes]  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes,  I  recognise i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You have seen i t .   Is  that  your  address?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  conf i rm i t  is  my address.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and then …[intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    Is  that  the p lot  you have been ta lk ing 

about  or  i s  that  your  res ident ia l  address?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    That  i s  my resident ia l  address ,  Chai r .   10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  so you then …[intervenes]  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Perhaps,  Ms Hassim,  for  our  purposes 

in  the record,  you can refer  us to  where that  communicat ion  

is  in  the record.   I  th ink i t  says page 125 or  124.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Page 125.   Oh,  apologies.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    You have not  done that .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  missed tha t  ent i re ly  because I  am 

skipping e lect ron ica l l y .   The screenshot  i t se l f  i s  at  page 

125.   So,  he sends your address and then he cont inues.   He 

says:  20 

“Thanks,  s i r .   Hi  there,  s i r .   Okay,  

everyth ing has been ar ranged.   He wi l l  

catch the Impalas on Sunday and 

t ransport  i t  on Monday to that  locat ion.   

Is  i t  good? ”  
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And Mr Mat la la  repl ies :  

  “No problem. ”  

Okay?  Now,  th is  screenshot  i s  sent  -  th is  address,  rather ,  

th is  screenshot .   In  th is  screenshot ,  you wi l l  see the t ime 

f rame.   I f  I  go back to page 109,  i t  was sent  to  Sergeant  

Nkosi  a t  10:36.   Okay?  Now,  i f  you had to ld Sergeant  Nkosi  

no del ivery,  why would he have then st i l l  forwarded your  

address to Mr Mat la la?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    You see,  Chai r ,  I  th ink I  ind icated ear l ie r  

that  when they sent  the p in drop to where the animals,  the 10 

bucks,  the Impalas must  be del ivered,  I  d id  send i t .   I  a lso  

said,  but  when I  got  a break or  dur ing lunch or  whatever  the 

case may be,  I  ca l led Nkosi  and I  sa id,  p lease make sure 

that  i t  is  not  the Impalas because I  do not  need Impalas.   I  

cannot  keep them and they d ie.   They cannot  l ive.    

 They cannot  surv ive.   I  need a buck made fo r  th is  

one.   Now,  the locat ion was sent  a l ready.   Now,  whatever 

d iscussion Sergeant  Nkosi  had wi th Mr Mat la la ,  I  never sa id 

to  Sergeant  Nkos i ,  p lease go source f rom Mr Mat la la .   His 

promise to me was that  he wi l l  he lp  me get  what  I  need.   As 20 

to how he went  about ,  qu i te  honest ly  speaking,  I  fee l  that  I  

should not  be held responsib le  or  accountable  for  a 

d iscussion between Nkosi  o r  any other  person he would  

have went  to  see and spoken to.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    General ,  I  need to take you then back to 
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th is  t imel ine.   You see,  when,  le t  us go back there  so you 

can look at  i t  again.   When page 333,  so th is  i s  now the 

chat  between Sergeant  Nkosi  and you,  page 333,  where he 

says:  

  “Morning,  i t  is  f rom Cat . ”  

He sends that  to  you at  07:25.   At  08:39,  you make a phone 

cal l .   A t  10 :36,  we see that  your  address has been 

forwarded to the person who is  going to del iver  the Impala.   

So,  when you made the phone cal l  a t  08:39 to Sergeant  

Nkosi ,  you d id no t  te l l  h im,  do not  del iver  i t ,  regard less of  10 

whether  they are  the cor rect  o r  they are  not  correct ,  

because remember,  that  is  a separate issue.    

 You said noth ing f rom Mr Mat la la .   So,  at  that  point  

in  t ime,  you d id not  say to h im,  who is  Cat  and is  that  Mr 

Mat la la?  Wel l ,  I  cannot  accept  f rom him.   You d id not  say 

that  to  h im at  08:39 when you made the phone cal l .   And we 

know you d id not  say that  to  h im because the address has 

been sent  to  h im,  where he should del iver  i t ,  and i t  i s  

forwarded at  10 :36.   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  th ink we are  rounding one in  the same 20 

p lace because I  d id  say,  personal ly ,  that  when I  spoke to 

Nkosi  a f te r  I  sent  the locat ion and then la ter ,  I  got  a  chance 

to say,  th is  is  what  you should know.   And the fact  that  I  d id  

not  want  the impalas,  fo r  me i t  was suf f ic ient  that  I  have 

addressed the problem.   As to what  happened beyond me,  



    23 FEBRUARY 2026 – DAY 65 

Page 73  o f  249  

 

 

between Nkosi  and the other  one,  is  fo r  Sergeant  Nkosi  to  

real ly  expla in.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    To expla in what?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  your  ev idence is  not  just  that  

you said to  h im you do not  want  the impalas.   Your evidence 

is  a lso that  you said you do not  want  anyth ing f rom a 

serv ice provider .   And you said something about  when i t  

comes to crossing the l ine,  I  ho ld back.   But  more d i rect ly ,  

your  ev idence is ,  I  spoke to h im about  the wrong animals.   I  

do not  want  the  wrong animals.   But  2 ,  I  do not  want  10 

anyth ing f rom a serv ice provider .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  was not  going  to accept  f rom a  serv ice  

provider .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    You to ld h im,  that  i s  what  you say,  you 

to ld h im.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    And I  understand Ms Hassim to say,  

wel l ,  i f  you d id te l l  h im that  you do not  want  anyth ing  f rom a 

serv ice provider ,  how come you,  one,  you have sent  a p in 

drop,  but  a lso your address,  but  important ly ,  Mr Mat la la  i s  20 

ar ranging fo r  the  same th ings to be at  10 :36 ar rangements  

are being made to get  th is  stuf f  de l ivered to your address.   

I f  you said to  Mr Nkosi ,  I  do not  want  anyth ing f rom a  

serv ice provider .   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Commissioner ,  I  th ink at  some point ,  
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one,  because there are technica l  aspects to  th is  whole  

th ing,  such as,  fo r  an example,  yes,  I  sa id,  I  ment ioned the 

words that  I  was not  going to accept  anyth ing f rom a serv ice 

provider .   And I  do not  express,  remember expressly  saying,  

no,  as you said,  i t  is  f rom Cat .   I  do not  remember  saying  

expressly to  Nkos i  that  I  do not  want  to  accept  i t  because i t  

is  f rom Cat .    

 I  have never sa id  that .   I  sa id I  was not  going to.   

And then as a resul t ,  a t  the same t ime,  I  knew about  

crossing the l ines,  and then I  knew the danger zone now,  10 

and then I  knew that  I  had to now step back.   And then how 

I  s tepped back,  I  d id  not  just  say,  why d id you contact  Cat?   

Why d id you do th is?  No,  I  just  kept  quiet ,  sa id i t  is  not  

what  I  need,  and I  le f t  i t  there.   And then they were never  

del i vered.   

CHAIRPERSON :    P lease swi tch  on the second mic,  

General .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Oh,  my apologies .  

CHAIRPERSON :    No problem.   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    The heat  is  on here.   20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  General .   I  would l i ke to  say 

to you,  before I  even go fur ther ,  and I  am going fu r ther  on 

th is  very point ,  but  for  now I  want  to  say to you that  is  not  a  

p lausib le answer.   Because when you had the conversat ion 

wi th Sergeant  Nkosi ,  that  was the t ime for  you to say,  what  
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do you mean,  f rom Cat?  And you are conf i rming to the  

Commission now that  you d id not  ask h im about  Mr  Mat la la 

when you spoke to h im.   You never  ra ised the quest ion wi th 

h im about  why Mr Mat la la is  involved.   You just  sa id that  

you d id not  do  that .   You just ,  in  your  mind,  you thought ,  I  

must  s tep back.   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I t  is  very easy a t  th is  point  in  t ime to ask 

th is  type of  a  quest ion and say,  yes,  i t  is  not  p lausib le and 

why d id not  you ask that .   There is  no t ime.   There  was no 

t ime fo r  that .   I f  I  am in a meet ing and I  sa id,  I  heard th is  10 

message ta lk ing about  bucks and impalas.   I  do not  need 

th is .   And I  do not  need many because I  cannot  even af ford  

them.  So p lease,  le t  i t  not  happen.   And as a resul t ,  they 

were never del ivered.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  am going to get  to  that  point ,  that  they 

were never del i vered but  I  just  want  to  say that  you had 

t ime to make a phone cal l  to  h im at  08:39 am.   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  you d id.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Wel l ,  yes,  when I  say no,  I  say because I  20 

cal led h im in  in te rvals.   You see,  the problem is  that  wi th  

the South Af r ican Pol ice Serv ices ,  i t  is  a  k ind of  a  s i tuat ion 

where I  am not  a l l  the t ime s i t t ing in  the of f ice a lone doing 

your admin work.   You are a lways somewhere in  a meet ing,  

execut ive meet ing.   We are a l l  over  at  th is  level  wi th  the  
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Min iste rs everywhere.    

 So,  you wi l l  make a cal l  when you get  a chance.   

So,  to  me,  i t  was not  even a pr io r i ty .   I t  was just  a  by - the-

way issue because i t  was not  a  forecast  that  they are  

looking for  me.   I  never expected on that  day because that  

he wi l l  get  that  message that  says th is  because the last  

t ime I  spoke to h im about  what  I  need and he knows that  I  

have been want ing th is  and then at  that  t ime he then 

contacted me i t  was of f -guard  because I  d id  not  expect  that  

morning that  I  wi l l  get  such a ca l l .    10 

 But  what  I  might  have said or  not  sa id to  h im at  th is  

present  moment  is  probably too la te fo r  me to th ink now that  

I  should not  have said or  could have said.   A l l  I  can say is  

that  I  d id  not  say that  maybe,  but  I  d id  ind icate  that  I  do  not  

need impalas .   And qui te  f rankly  speaking Chai r  the pol ice  

have been to my house every now and then,  inc luding top 

management ,  inc luding General  Mas emola h imsel f  and 

many others I  mean top management  they have never seen 

even one impala .   So,  I  am just  say ing i t  never happened.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  can we go to f i le  10C and that  i s  20 

…[intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  do not  know,  maybe you are going to 

touch on th is  i f  you are,  p lease stop  me.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  am not  done wi th th is .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  a l r ight .   F i le?  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    10C and i t  is  the -  i t  is  CJC81 i t  is  the 

statement  by General  Senthumule and you have a l ready 

read the statement  and seen the annexures and so  I  would  

l ike to  take you to  Annexure HKS12 .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ms Hassim I  do  not  know,  you may want  

to  g ive a warning  for  those that  are sensi t i ve about  images 

that  you are pro ject ing i f  you are in tending to pro ject  what  I  

th ink you want  to .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  wi l l  do so.   Thank you,  Commissioner  

Baloyi .   The -  I  just  want  to  f i rs t  say to you HKS12 are you 10 

there?  Are you there?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    HK?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    HKS12 Annexure HKS12 .   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  am at  i t .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  a t  page 60 of  the statement .   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Annexure HKS12 I  am on i t ,  th is  one.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Cor rect .   Okay,  so,  before I  ask Ms 

Pooe to pro ject  th is  Chai r  for  the  purposes of  the  v iewing 

publ ic ,  I  just  want  to  caut ion tha t  i f  anyone is  sensi t i ve  

about  seeing images of  animals in  d is t ress,  then they may 20 

wish to look away.   So,  Annexure HKS12.   You wi l l  see that  

th is  i s  an exchange between you and General  Senthumule  

that  s tar ts  on 27 March 2024.   I f  you look at  that  image,  the 

f i rs t  image,  r ight  at  the top of  the image,  i t  has the  date in  

whi te le t te r ing.   Do you see i t?   
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LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So that  is  27 March 2024.   Okay ,  there 

is  a message to you.   No,  no,  f rom you.   And then there is  a  

message f rom General  Senthumule  to you.   She has you 

saved in  her  phone as My  GSS.   Okay,  i f  you scro l l  down 

the page,  you wi l l  see,  scro l l  down to the next  page.   This i s  

just  showing you the st r ing of  messages.   She sends you a  

message saying :  

  “Hal le lu jah.   This is  so heaven. ”  

And then you fo rward her  to  images.   And can you te l l  us 10 

what  those are images of?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    These are animals that  I  had in  the p lot .   

And as you see them, th is  i s  what  I  had in  the p lot .   And 

th is  i s  what  d ied .   And th is  i s  what  I  accepted tha t  I  had 

a l ready in  the p lo t .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  these are two d i f ferent .   There is  a 

two impala.   There is  not  one.   I t  is  not  one,  r ight?  I t  is  not  

the same impala,  r ight?  Can you conf i rm that?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Conf i rm what ,  two?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   20 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do not  th ink the second one you can 

see what  i t  is ,  but  okay,  these are two impalas ,  yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  and then they -  you remember,  you 

said you only had one b lesbok.   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No,  no.   No,  no ,  remember,  I  sa id I  had 
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them.  And when I  bought  the property ,  they had d i f ferent  

animals.   And then at  some point ,  I  wanted to breed.   I t  is  in 

my statement .   I  just  d id not  go th rough my statement .   But  I  

wanted to see i f  I  can breed them, because not  far  f rom 

where I  l i ve,  there is  somewhere  where they are  se l l ing  

animals,  meat ,  d i f ferent  k inds.   But  I  wanted that  par t  as 

wel l  to  see i f  I  could go in  there.   Then we bought  

something l i ke four ,  s ix  of  them, of  th is  type as wel l .   But  

they d id not  -  they were dying gradual ly .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   10 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  that  was much ear l ier .   By the t ime 

you were having the conversat ion wi th Sergeant  Nkosi ,  you 

said that  what  you were looking for  was a one animal ,  r ight?   

And not  impala.   That  is  what  you have to ld us.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And that  you d id not  accept  de l ivery of  

any fu r ther  animals.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    A t  a l l .   20 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And that  conversat ion you were having,  

you say,  wi th  Sergeant  Nkosi  around 21 March 2024.   Okay,  

the date for  del ivery  of  the animals was 25 March,  

accord ing to the screenshot  that  we were looking at  page 
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125,  where the fa rm manager sa id :  

“He wi l l  catch the  impalas on Sunday and 

t ransport  i t  on Monday to that  locat ion. ”  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  I  can te l l  you that  Monday was 25 

March 2024.   This  -  these p ictures that  you are fo rwarding  

to General  Senthumule  is  27 March 2024.   Okay,  in  which 

you are showing her  two separa te,  two d i f ferent  impala 

which have d ied.   Okay.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.   10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    So that  is  not  consistent  wi th  what  you 

said,  which is  that  you only had one animal  and that  that  

animal  was a b lesbok.   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you d id not  accept  del i very of  any 

fur ther  impala.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes,  that  is  exact ly  what  happened.   

Remember,  in  my statement ,  I  d id  ind icate that  I  had these 

animals,  and I  ment ioned d i f fe rent  type of  animals.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  in  your  sta tement ,  you can go back 20 

there i f  you want  to  take us to your statement  and te l l  us 

exact ly  where I  am happy to do tha t .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Paragraph 41 of  your  supplementary  

statement .   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    For  the record,  Commissioner,  Chai r ,  for  
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the record,  may I  be a l lowed to read my statement ,  a l l  o f  i t .   

I  mean,  th is  was in  re lat ion to the so -cal led  impala  

cont roversy to the  la t ter .   So that  when I  respond,  because I  

keep on responding out  of  the  statement ,  then I  come 

across a quest ion .   So le t  me rather  do i t  that  way so that  I  

can expla in.   But  I  hear  the quest ion.  

CHAIRPERSON :    P lease do so,  General .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :     

“By way of  in t roduct ion to th is  sect ion,  I  

deem i t  necessary to  address the  10 

a l legat ions that  impalas were acqui red 

for  me by Mr Mat la la .   These a l legat ions 

are incor rect .   I  accord ingly set  out  the  

factual  background to p lace the t rue 

posi t ion before  the Commission.   In 

2017,  dur ing the per iod when I  was 

employed by the  COG, I  bought  a smal l  

ho ld ing s i tuated at  Nandi  Agr icu l tura l  

Hold ing f rom my previous neighbour.   

The purchase inc luded the exist ing 20 

l ivestock and the property  which 

compr ised in ter  a l ia ,  ante lopes,  b lesbok,  

and Emus.   Emus are l ike ost r ich .   I  am 

st i l l  present ly  res id ing at  th is  property.   

Upon tak ing occupat ion of  the property,  
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my fami ly  and I  commenced developing i t  

and embarked on smal l -scale farming 

act iv i t ies,  inc luding the sale  of  goats,  

sheep’s ,  ch ickens.   To date I  s t i l l  

cont inue to se l l  eggs.   And then I  do 

have a garden as wel l . ”  

I f  you were to v is i t ,  you would see the garden where we 

p lant  some of  these th ings :  

“Over t ime,  however,  a  s igni f icant  

number of  animals  d ied.   The last  o f  the  10 

ante lope passed away in  about  November  

2023.   As mat ters present ly  s tand ,  I  on ly  

have one b lesbok.   I  must  say that  the  

upkeep of  the ante lope proved to be  

f inancia l l y  burdensome as they acqui red 

substant ia l  amount  of  expendi ture to  

feed.   Veter inary care maintenance 

fo l lowing the  re instatement  at  SAPS in 

Ju ly  2022.   I  was no longer in  f inancia l  

posi t ion to susta in th is  cost  in  addi t ion  20 

due to secur i ty  concerns at  th is  property.   

I  cease commencing farming operat ions 

in  state. . . ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    Commercia l .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :     
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“Commercia l  farming operat ions vested in  

the const ruct ion of  a  per imeter  wal l  to  

enhance secur i t y .   Given the lack of  

f inancia l  v iab i l i t y  and the escalat ing cost ,  

I  made the decis ion to scale down by 

farming act iv i t ies.   I  accord ingly  

d iscont inued investment  in  ante lope and 

reduced the number of  goats and sheep’s  

remain ing pr imar i ly  ch ickens as wel l  as  

the remain ing emo and ante lope at  the 10 

t ime.   Over t ime,  the remain ing ante lope 

a lso d ied safe fo r  one b lesbok which is  

on the p lot  now. ”  

But  the other  one is  the one that  I  drowned about  at  the 

same t ime that  I  am ta lk ing about :  

“So,  at  th is  stage,  the remain ing b lesbok 

began to d isp lay unusual  behaviour  and I  

was advised that  the animal  was l ike ly 

st ressed and acqui red a mate .   I  

requested Sergeant  Fannie Nkosi  who is  20 

acquainted wi th  the property and i ts  

l ivestock to ass ist  me in  sourc ing a 

su i tab le female b lesbok or  male.   As he 

had ind icated that  he knew severa l  

ind iv iduals who farmed wi th  bucks.   
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Subsequent ly ,  he contacted me and 

in formed me tha t  he had managed to 

source an ante lope fo r  me.   He requested 

that  I  send a locat ion to the gent leman 

that  was going to  del iver  the animals so 

that  del i very ar rangement  could be made 

at  the t ime.   I  was engaged in  meet ings 

and wi thout  paying c lose at tent ion  to the 

precise wording of  th is  message,  I  sent  

h im a p inned locat ion to the property.   10 

Upon la ter  rev iewing the message,  I  

noted that  he had referred to an impala,  

to  impalas.   I  immediate ly contacted h im 

to c la r i fy  that  there is  a d is t inct ion 

between a b lesbok and impala  and that  I  

speci f ica l l y  requi red a b lesbok and not  

impala.   Now,  the purpose of  acqui r ing 

the animals was to obta in a mate for  the 

remain ing b lesbok.   I  made i t  c lear  that  I  

would a lso make payment  upon del ivery  20 

of  the animal  and af ter  personal ly  

inspect ing i t  to  ensure that  i t  was indeed 

a b lesbok and sui tab le condi t ion.   I  

expressly requested that  Sergeant  Nkosi  

ensure that  the correct  animal ’s  name,  
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b lesbok,  be del ivered.   He la ter  ind icated 

that  he had been under the impression 

that  I  was seeking an impala.   As a resul t  

o f  th is  misunders tanding,  no animal  was 

del ivered to my property.   I  categor ica l l y  

denied that  I  acqui red and received any 

impala f rom Mat la la or  f rom any other  

person for  that  mat te r .   No animal  was 

del ivered to my p lot  pursuant  to  th is  

d iscussion.   In  fact ,  the remain ing 10 

b lesbok on my property has a l ready d ied.   

In  any event ,  I  am no longer in  a f inancia l  

posi t ion to mainta in any animals,  le t  

a lone requi red l i vestock. ”  

So now,  there are  some mistakes that  I  see because when I  

say,  in  fact ,  the  remain ing b lesbok on my property has 

a l ready d ied because I  s t i l l  have one and at  that  t ime,  they 

d ied s lowly,  g radual ly .   A t  that  t ime,  two had d ied and that  

is  why that  is  what  was a shocker.   At  that  t ime,  the two just  

d ied again because,  as you can see,  i t  is  a  fo rwarded 20 

message.    

 When the gardener sa id,  le t  us say a goat  d ied or  a  

sheep d ied and take a p ictu re  and said,  that  is  what  

happened.   So that  i s  what  happened  there.   Those were  

the remain ing ones.   I t  i s  just  that  you type,  I  wr i te  to  
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maybe my team also what  is  the r ight  word as they wr i te  

when they draf t  and then th is ,  unfor tunate ly,  a  mistake or  I  

do  not  know i f  i t  i s  a  typo,  but  I  s t i l l  have one that  i s  there  

now.    

 I  do not  d ispute that  I  communica ted wi th General  

Senthumule  regard ing the ante lope that  d ied.   I  do  not  

d ispute that  par t .   I t  is  a lso not  wi th  General  Senthumule  

because only now in that  supplementa l  s tatement  ra ised the 

issue,  okay,  ra ised the issue re lat ing to a less observat ion  

of  Mr Mat la la  a t  my residence as wel l  as the  mat ter  10 

per ta in ing to the impala.   These are not  per iphera l  i ssues.   I  

do not  want  to  get  too deep in to th is .   I  wanted to just  

expla in the issue of  the impala.   I  do not  know i f  i t  is ,  or  I  

must  read i t  as a whole ,  up to where i t  ends.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Only what  re lates to the impalas.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Is  there st i l l  more?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No,  I  th ink I  can set t le  wi th whatever I  

have read here.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you,  General .   20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  you wi l l  end at  paragraph 46?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so,  General ,  what  your  sta tement ,  

what  you have read to us f rom your statement ,  I  would  l ike  

to  take you to paragraph 36.   You say :  
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“Over t ime,  however,  a  s igni f icant  

number of  animals d ied.   The last  o f  the  

ante lope passed away in  or  about 

November 2023.   As mat ters present ly  

s tand,  only one b lesbok remains on the 

property. ”  

Okay.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so that  is  consistent  wi th  what  I  

was put t ing to you,  is  what  you had said was that  you only 10 

had one animal  le f t ,  the b lesbok.   R ight?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    A l l  o f  the others had d ied by November 

2023.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Can I  say something?  Can I  say 

something,  Chai r?  I f  the Commissioner s remember,  I  d id  

say that  the guy that  used to work for  me,  the Zimbabwean 

that  worked for  me at  some poin t  I  asked h im to  get  me 

four .   And then we bought  something l i ke  four  or  s ix .   He 

bought  them.   They were in  my yard,  but  they gradual ly  20 

d ied.   And I  sa id,  the last  one that  d ied is  a round th is  two 

that  you see.   That  i s  the one that  I  sent .   Now,  the only  

problem is  that  I  do know that  …[in tervenes]  

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  is  not  in  your  statement .   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes,  I  wi l l  take that  as wel l ,  because as I  
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was ta lk ing to my counsel ,  jun ior  counsel ,  and said,  could  

you read the doctor 's  handwr i t ing?  He said,  oh,  General ,  I  

s t ruggled to read your handwr i t ing ,  a l l  o f  i t .   So the  draf t ,  I  

see i t  th is  morning now,  but  I  understand and I  do not  want  

to  real l y  put  the b lame on her ,  but  as I  was ta lk ing ear l ier ,  I  

d id  ment ion that  I  used to have a  guy who was tak ing my 

k ids to  school  and asked h im to at  least  buy me s ix  so that  I  

can have a l i t t le  b i t  o f  wi ld .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And when d id he do that?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    The t imel ines w i l l  be something that  wi l l  10 

h i t  me,  but  i t  is  some months before or  weeks before that  

date that  we see there.   And then they d ied gradual ly .   That  

is  when I  could conclude that  they cannot  l i ve.   They cannot  

surv ive.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Weeks before November 2023 that  you 

referred to in  …[intervenes]  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No,  no,  no.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Weeks before what?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  am not  in  November 2023.   I  say  af te r  

that  per iod.   I  see that  my legal  counsel  d id say the last  one 20 

passed away in  November 2023.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sorry,  Genera l .   I t  is  not  your  counsel  

who said  that .   I t  is  you.   You said you read the statement ,  

and you conf i rmed the correctness thereof .   No where in  th is  

statement  does i t  ta lk  about  four  other  impala that  were 
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bought  o r  at  what  t ime they were bought ,  when they were 

bought  and by whom?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  wi l l  read f rom my notes tha t  I  sent  

because th is  is  what  I  sa id that  I  ended up a lso buying 

something l i ke four  of  them over and above.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  i t  is  just  a  co incidence that  i f  we go 

back to HKS12.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Is  i t  a  quest ion?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Just  to  go back to the Annexure HKS12.  

So,  you fo rward the two images.   In  fact ,  le t  us jus t  scro l l  10 

through for  the sake of  completeness for  the rest  of  that  

message.   You send i t  to  General  Senthumule .   You say :  

  “Two died. ”  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    She says:  

  “Where is  th is ,  Gen? ”  

You say:  

  “My place. ”  

She says:  

“Haibo,  Gen are they yours?  I f  yes,  what  20 

k i l led them?  The manner of  death seems 

odd.   I t  is  l ike the i r  necks were broken. ”  

And then you respond :  

“One was t ry ing to run away and ran in to  

the dam and other  was found dead th is  
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morning. ”  

And then she says :  

“Sorry,  Gen.   I  just  hope the k ids are not  

t raumat ised. ”  

That  is  the  end o f  that  message.   Now,  you are  say ing that  

these two that  d ied now in March 2024,  i t  is  just  

co inc idence that  i t  happens to be when impala was meant  to  

be del ivered to your p lace.   I  th ink i t  is  a  co incidence.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Wel l ,  i f  i t  is  a  co incidence,  unfor tunate ly,  

there is  not  much I  can say.   10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Is  that  what  you are saying?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I t  is  what  I  am present ing.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    There is  another  reason,  I  want  to  take 

you somewhere e lse,  but  I  am st i l l  s tay ing on the impalas,  

because i t  is  not  just  General  Senthumule ’s  ev idence.   

There is  a lso a record ing,  and i t  is  not  just  what  we have 

f rom Sergeant  Nkosi .   

CHAIRPERSON :    May I  just  qu ick ly ,  qu ick ly  ra ise an issue 

around paragraph 36 wi th the  General ,  yes.   General ,  as 

you went  a long,  you would cor rect  anyth ing that  you fe l t  d id  20 

not  cor rect ly  capture the t rue facts  accord ing  to you.   When 

you read paragraph 36 in  your  supplementary statement ,  

you corrected noth ing.   I t  is  only when you are being 

quest ioned by Ms Hassim that  you now suddenly say that  

there is  something wrong wi th paragraph 36.   Can you 
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expla in that?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Chai r ,  I  found mysel f  in  between the hard  

sur face and the hard rock in  th is  sense.   The statement  is  

draf ted by my legal  team, of  course,  and then I  have to read 

and correct  what  I  have to cor rect .   So,  i t  was craf ted unt i l  

la te last  n ight .   I  on ly saw i t  th is  morning,  of  which  I  could  

have maybe cor rected one or  two th ings.   So,  at  th is  

present  moment ,  I  could not  correct  anyth ing,  because we 

a l l  are r ight  here a lmost  when we cal l  th is  now two minutes.   

So,  I  have not  cor rected anyth ing.   10 

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am not  ta lk ing about  correct ions that  

you would have made dur ing the draf t ing process between 

you and your legal  representat ives.   I  am ta lk ing about  

correct ions that  you would make here  before us.   A good 

few t imes you have said,  what  is  sa id there is  inaccurate 

and here is  the t rue posi t ion.   My point  i s ,  here at  th is  

Commission,  you read paragraph 36 of  your  supplementary  

statement ,  and you went  past  i t ,  no correct ion,  no  noth ing,  

and you cont inue to paragraph 37.   So,  I  am making a 

s imple point .   I  am saying,  i f  you are in  the habi t  o f  making 20 

correct ions here at  th is  Commission,  why is  i t  that  you d id 

not  correct  the content  of  paragraph 36 and only sought  to  

do so when Ms Hassim was quest ion ing you on the content  

of  paragraph 36?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Chai r ,  i t  is  s imply because of  the fact  
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that  at  some poin t  ora l ly ,  I  d id  ment ion that  I  had th is  guy 

who was work ing  for  me,  he was a lso a dr iver ,  and he d id  

…[intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    That  i s  not  in  paragraph 36,  is  i t?   I  am 

ta lk ing  about  paragraph 36,  General .   Why d id  you not  

correct  paragraph 36?  I  am not  asking you about  what  you 

might  have said in  a d i f fe rent  context .   You read,  you asked 

the Commissioners to  read f rom your statement ,  and I  

a l lowed you to  do so.   You read and went  past  36  wi thout  

any cor rect ion,  so my quest ion is  about  paragraph 36 and 10 

not  about  what  you might  have said in  another  context .   So 

s imple  quest ion,  why d id you not  correct  paragraph 36 as 

you read i t?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Chai r ,  …[ intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    And why d id you only do so when Ms 

Hassim was tak ing you to task  about  the content  of  

paragraph 36?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Chai r ,  I  never thought  at  the  present  

moment  that  I  should,  because I  was reading and reading,  

but  where I  got  s tuck,  where my at tent ion was thrown is  20 

when they said the last  one d ied and I  know that  I  s t i l l  have 

i t .   So,  to me,  that  one stood up,  and then I  s tood up and I  

s topped,  and I  sa id,  th is  is  what  I  see.   But  that  I  had 

bought  some.   Even whether  we are  ta lk ing animals or  goats 

or  sheep’s ,  they keep on dying,  we keep on replacing .   So,  I  
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d id  buy.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Hassim.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   This i s  another  

inconsistency,  though,  wi th  that ,  General ,  because you a lso  

went  to  some length  to expla in how your sa lary has dropped 

and that  you are  no longer in  the business of  animals and 

the feeding is  cost ly  and the space and a l l  o f  that .   Now you 

are saying that  just  co inc identa l l y ,  just  before March 2024,  

you acqui red four  more.   Do you see the inconsistency?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes,  I  do not  see i t  is  an incons istency.   10 

I  am saying I  hear what  you are  saying,  but  I  want  to 

expla in that .   Look,  to  say that  i t  was very expensive to buy 

four  more to be w i th th is  one that  I  was buying,  to  me i t  was 

not  real ly  such a b ig th ing because i t  was not  a b ig number 

that  I  needed.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  am going to leave that  at  that  point .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  the other  concern  is  that  

when the photos were f i rs t  f l ighted,  you said those are not  

impala .   Those are b lesbok or  whatever .   Now you are  

turn ing around,  and you say,  actual ly ,  on the day,  you st i l l  20 

had at  least  two impalas.   Which is  which?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  rea l ly  never sa id those are not  impalas,  

Commissioner  Khumalo .   P lease,  you can check what  I  sa id.   

I  have never sa id that .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    You never sa id that?  
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LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So,  these are  impalas? 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  th ink they are impalas.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    No,  they are or  they are not?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    They are.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  can I?   Yes,  I  have a d i f ferent  

d i f f icu l t y .   I t  is  that  in  your  statement ,  you do not  ment ion,  

and i t  seems to be a del iberate choice on your par t ,  you do 

not  ment ion at  a l l  ever  having impalas on your farm on th is  10 

statement ,  the  supplementary  statement .   You say 

ante lopes.   I  am looking at  paragraph 34.   You say 

ante lopes,  b lesbok,  and emus.   That  is  what  you have.   That  

is  what  you te l l  us.   And then you say :  

“Over t ime,  however,  in  paragraph 36,  

you then say a s igni f i cant  number  d ied.   

The last  o f  the ante lope passed away on 

or  about  November 23.   As mat ters  

present ly  s tand,  only one b lesbok 

remains on the property. ”  20 

And then you car ry  on.   You te l l  us about  the  lack  of  

f inancia l  v iab i l i ty :  

“ I  accord ingly  d iscont inued investment  in  

ante lope and reduced the number of  

goats and sheep reta in ing pr imar i ly  
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ch ickens,  remain ing emu and ante lope at  

the t ime. ”  

So,  ante lope again :  

“Over t ime,  the remain ing ante lope a lso  

d ied,  save fo r  one b lesbok,  which is  s t i l l  

on the p lot . ”  

And then you spoke to  Sergeant  Nkosi  to  assis t  me in  

sourc ing a su i tab le female b lesbok.   Now,  and then the next  

paragraph 40,  and I  wi l l  not  read i t .   That  is  where you ta lk  

about  the p in locat ion to your property.   Upon la ter  v iewing 10 

the message,  I  noted that  he had referred to an  impala.   

This is  a paragraph 41 :  

“ I  immediate ly contacted h im to  c la r i fy  

that  there is  a  d is t inct ion between a 

b lesbok and impala,  and that  I  

speci f ica l l y  requi red a b lesbok,  not  an  

impala. ”  

Now,  the point ,  and again,  in  43 :  

“ I  expressly requested Nkosi  to  ensure  

that  the correct  animal ,  namely b lesbok,  20 

be del ivered.   And he la ter  ind icated that  

he had been under the impression  that  I  

was seeking an impala.   As a resul t  o f  

the misunderstanding,  no animal  was 

del ivered to my property. ”  
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The important  par t  s ta r ts  at  paragraph 34,  where you 

descr ibe what  was on your property.   You say ante lope,  

b lesbok,  and emus.   You then go on to say that  an te lopes 

d ied,  the emus d ied,  the b lesbok d ied,  and I  was le f t  wi th 

only one.   The last  o f  which d ied ,  and then the last  d ied,  

ante lope.   Ante lope d ied  in  November 2023.   Nowhere  do 

you ment ion having impalas  on your property,  f rom the get -

go,  f rom when you bought  the property.    

 You do not  ment ion I  had impalas.   You te l l  us  

ante lopes,  unless you are  referr ing  to impalas when you say 10 

ante lopes,  but  you say ante lopes,  b lesbok,  and emus.   So,  

you do not  ment ion impalas anywhere in  your  statement .   

The f i rs t  t ime you say the re were  impalas on your  farm is  

now in your ora l  ev idence.   You say to us that  you ear l ier  

sa id your gardener had obta ined for  you impalas,  but  that  is  

the f i rs t  t ime,  and i t  is  qui te  cur ious and notable that  your  

statement  does not  own up to having impalas  on your  

property,  and i t  comes out  now in examinat ion.    

 And i t  comes up in  examinat ion af ter  you have seen 

the p ictu res,  and you have seen the WhatsApp message 20 

that  says one of  them died today,  on the 27 t h  o f  March.   And 

i t  leads to the unavoidable conclus ion that  you a lways had 

impalas suppl ied  when you bought ,  and that  is  what  you 

referred to when you say ante lopes.   Maybe you a lways had 

them.   
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 But  then you te l l  us that  the last  d ied in  November  

2023.   That  is  i f  I  subst i tu te ante lopes for  impalas .   Then 

the last  one wou ld have d ied in  November 2023,  and you 

d id not  have any af ter  that .   Then there is  that  Rudy,  Mr 

Mat la la,  Sergeant  Nkosi  communicat ion,  and now we know 

that  on the 27 t h  o f  March 2024,  you d id have impalas  on 

your farm.   Can you just  make i t  make sense,  reconci le  

what  I  have put  to  you,  your  fa i lu re to  ment ion impa las  ever  

in  your  statements,  te l l ing us about  ante lopes,  b lesbok and 

emus only,  and what  you are  te l l ing us now about  owning 10 

and impalas?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  th ink,  Chai r ,  I  wi l l  respond to th is  

quest ion.   But  I  wanted to ask Commissioner Baloy i .   When 

she asks a quest ion and she lumps severa l  paragraphs,  I  

understand I  am not  –  in  the seat  where I  am s i t t ing and I  

th ink of  the response and then you go in  long paragraphs,  

you tend to fo rget  some of  the deta i ls  that  you want  to  

inc lude.   But  in  shor t  …[intervenes]  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  just  say that  i f  in  answer ing my 

quest ion,  you requi re a moment  to  go back to those 20 

paragraphs that  I  have referred to ,  because they speak to 

the same th ing.   I  do not  see why you would have d i f f icu l ty  

seeing that  they are connected to each other .   But  i f  you do,  

I  th ink you would  be g iven the Chai r  would a l low you t ime.   

I f  you say,  I  need to look a t  each paragraph that  



    23 FEBRUARY 2026 – DAY 65 

Page 98  o f  249  

 

 

Commissioner Ba loy i  has refer red  to before I  answer,  you 

absolute ly  have that  opportuni ty .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No,  I  wi l l  respond.   What  I  want  to  

respond to,  Chai r ,  is  that  f rom where I  am s i t t ing,  I  do not  

know i f  I  am al lowed to say i t  as  a b lank person,  I  have 

cal led a l l  o f  you at  home and everybody who comes,  you 

cal l  i t  a  spr ingbok.   And i t  is  not  a spr ingbok.   Even 

somet imes where they are locked up and then i t  is  out ,  then 

they wi l l  say the spr ingbok is  out .    

 Then we run around looking fo r  i t .   But  a l l  I  am 10 

saying is  that  the issues of  the  ante lope,  th is ,  that ,  that ,  

s ta r ted now coming now when we real ly  had to respond here 

and say,  i s  th is  th is  o r  is  th is  that?  Is  th is  th is ,  i s  th is  that?  

But  af ter  what  I  can see,  Commissioner,  where  there are 

shortcomings in  my statement ,  i t  might  have been an 

overs ight  or  a shortcoming,  but  I  do not  choose to respond 

l ike that  because of  the quest ion.    

 Some of  the greater  deta i l s ,  these are the th ings 

that  you never thought  one day they wi l l  come up.   And in  

such a way that  you needed to keep proper record of  what  20 

happened and when and what  I  am considered and the fact  

that  f rom where I  am s i t t ing,  I  am waking f rom my memory.   

I  do not  even have anyth ing.   My gadget ,  I  could not  go  

anyth ing.    

 So,  I  am just  saying,  Commissioner ,  having to deal  
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and be overburdened wi th ad hoc,  Madlanga,  c r iminal ,  

d isc ip l ine,  and where I  am s i t t ing  now today,  where I  am 

s i t t ing as we speak,  I  was expected,  I  am expected to 

submit  my c los ing,  c lose -up arguments for  my d isc ip l ine  

today.   My lawyers have been s i t t ing wi th me.   We have 

been work ing .   We have been here throughout  the week.    

 A t  the same t ime,  the pol ice are not  a process 

surrounding that  i s  actual ly  looking  forward to f i r ing me that  

s ide.   And I  am s i t t ing here.   So,  I  am just  saying,  a lo t  has 

been happening in  my l i fe  in  such a way that  I  am moving 10 

f rom th is  of f ice  to  that  of f ice,  f rom th is  of f ice to  that  of f ice,  

f rom th is  lawyer to  that  of f ice.   So,  there is  a whole lo t  o f  

th ings in  my mind.    

 So why does overs ight ,  where there is  something  

that  I  missed,  forg ive me,  but  there is  a bot tom l ine that  I  

just  want  to  say to them, to  the Chai r  and to the 

Commissioners,  I  never received any impalas or  any bucks  

f rom Mr Mat la la  or  have them del ivered to my p lace.   So as 

to why th is  message and why th is  co incidence,  I  wi l l  accept  

i t  as a co incidence.   Thank you very much.  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight ,  General ,  I  hear  the d i f f icu l t ies 

that  you have because of  the many processes,  but  I  s t i l l  do 

requi re an answer  to  my quest ion.   So,  I  am going to pose i t  

d i f ferent ly .   We have seen the p ics .   So,  we have seen the  

images of  those.   And I  must  say f i rs t  that  I  agree wi th you 
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that  for  us b lack people,  as you say,  there is  a spr ingbok,  

maybe somebody refers to  i t  as an impala .    

 I  know that  my k ids refer  to  i t  as a McDonald  

because of  how much of  i t  there is  in  the Kruger Park.   But  

on a ser ious note ,  what  I  want  to  understand is  where you 

refer  to  ante lopes in  your  statement .   Are you refer r ing to a 

spr ingbok or  an impala?  What  is  an ante lope?  And keep in  

mind those images that  you admi t  you had on your farm,  i s  

that  what  you are  referr ing to when you say ante lopes,  

those images,  those animals that  we see?  10 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  th ink I  used the word water buck.   And 

then we had to look for  the r ight  word ante lope.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  okay,  …[ in tervenes]  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    And then a l l  those words.   So,  th is  one is  

the one that  I  know that  they were  bought  because at  some 

point  where we -  I  had a lady that  normal ly  when I  want  to 

buy ducks,  ch ickens,  a g leam, whatever to  buy,  she would 

te l l  me where to f ind.   Now that  lady,  because I  lost  contact  

in  a l l  the  phones and everyth ing,  she is  the one actual ly  

who advise where we can get  tha t .   And then i t  happened 20 

that  I  see that  they a lso sel l  in  1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  4 .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    That  is  when I  se l l  the dr iver  there at  

some point .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  my quest ion though.   In  34,  
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you say we have ante lopes,  b lesboks and emus.   You have  

expla ined to us  what  an emu is .   You have descr ibed 

b lesboks.   You said the ones wi th  horns.   Now I  am asking  

again,  when you say ante lopes,  are you refer r ing  to the 

animals,  the k ind of  animal  that  we saw in the p ictu re?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I f  you had to ask me,  what  is  an ante lope 

and what  i s  a b lesbok?  What  is  an  ante lope,  what  is  a  

b lesbok?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    An emu.   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  cannot  say th is  one is  a b lesbok.    10 

This one is  th is .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  you can,  General .   You have 

descr ibed to us  what  an  emu is .   You said the one that  

looks l i ke  an ost r ich.   So le t  us st r i ke  that  of f .   We know 

that  when you say ante lope,  you are  not  refer r ing to that  

one.   You know that  par t icu lar  animal .   So,  you have to ld us  

that .   Two,  you have descr ibed to us what  you say is  a 

b lesbok.   You said the animal  wi th  horns.    

 Unless you te l l  us  when you say b lesbok,  you mean 

the b lesbok,  you mean that  what  we saw in the p ictu re.   I  do  20 

not  th ink.   I  do not  th ink you do.   Then i t  leaves us  wi th  

ante lopes,  what  you have cal led an ante lope.   Now,  what  I  

am asking you is ,  when you say ante lopes in  paragraph 34,  

are you refer r ing to an animal  that  looks l i ke or  tha t  is  the  

one we saw in those p ictures,  HKS12?  Is  that  whatever  
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o ther  name i t  has,  do not  f ixate on i ts  many other  names or  

you actual ly  do not  qui te  know what  i ts  proper name is .   My 

quest ion is  s imple.   When you say ante lopes in  your  

statement ,  a re you refer r ing to the  animals that  a re  in  the 

p icture that  we saw?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  could be referr ing to that ,  Chai r ,  

because b lesbok is  an Af r ikaans name,  I  guess.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  am going to  take your answer to  be 

yes.   When I  say ante lopes,  because of  how you are  

answer ing,  and I  have repeated the quest ion,  and I  must  10 

say,  General ,  I  th ink you understand the quest ion ,  and I  

th ink you do have an answer,  but  I  am going to take i t  that  

your  answer means that  when you say ante lopes,  you refer  

to  the k ind of  animal  that  is  in  those p ictures.   Now,  on that  

basis,  you then,  in  paragraph 36,  i f  you would go to your 

statement ,  you then,  in  paragraph 36,  you now say :  

“The last  o f  the ante lope passed away in  

November 2023. ”  

Given th is  d iscussion that  we have had where you are not  

g iv ing a st ra ight  answer about  what  is  an ante lope,  and I  20 

have to ld you that  I  am accept ing your answer to  be an 

ante lope is  what  i s  in  the p icture.   You say:  

“They died,  the last  d ied in  November 

2023. ”  

So,  you no longer have ante lopes f rom November 2023 or 
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beyond November  2023.   That  is  what  you te l l  us.   And then 

you say:  

  “ I  then star ted looking fo r  a b lesbok. ”  

You do know the d i f ference.   You know that  a b lesbok is  on  

your own statement .   You d ist inguish an ante lope f rom a 

b lesbok.   You now no longer have ante lopes.   Mr  Mat la la 

of fers to  get  b lesboks fo r  you.   Mr Van Der Merwe says they 

wi l l  be del ivered.   Mr Mat la la  says to Mr Van Der  Merwe,  

check your account ,  which means payment  has gone 

through there to be del ivered.  10 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Sorry,  Chai r .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  hear  the Commissioner saying Mr  

Mat la la  then of fers.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do not  remember seeing Mr  Mat la la  

of fered to  …[incomplete] .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Mr Mat la la  te l ls  Sergeant  Nkosi  -  sends 

Sergeant  Nkosi  a  vo ice note about  del i very of  impalas.   You 

remember that  WhatsApp exchange?  20 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Okay.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    And then we had another  WhatsApp 

exchange that  was put  on the screen where  the  fa rm 

manager says they wi l l  be del ivered.   Right ,  you remember  

that  WhatsApp exchange.   Thank you.   So,  I  do not  want  us 
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to  lose t rack of  the facts that  are emerging f rom your  

statement  and f rom your evidence.   I t  is  that  your  last  

ante lope d ied in  November 2023.    

 Your exchange wi th General  Senthumule  on the  

27 t h  o f  March 2024,  that  was HKS12,  shows ante lopes,  what  

you cal l  ante lopes,  which everyone e lse says is  impalas,  

having d ied that  morning.   And in  between there  is  no 

explanat ion when you got  them again.   You deny you got  

them f rom Mr Mat la la .   So,  the p ic ture that  emerges is  you 

are not  being t ruthfu l  when you say the last  d ied in  10 

November 2023 and I  never heard  them af te r  that ,  in  your  

statement  at  least .   You are not  being  t ruthfu l .   You actual ly  

procured them af ter  th is  and the last  one d ied the morning  

of  the 27 t h  o f  March,  accord ing to your WhatsApp message.   

Now you can comment .   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    L ike I  am saying,  Chai r ,  i t  is  very 

unfor tunate fo r  me that  my recol lect ion or  memory in  terms 

of  now the t imel ines b inds me and I  get  caught  up between 

the t imel ines and the draf t ing and having to work out  of  my 

memory and then I  put  t imel ines very wrong or  maybe in  a  20 

mixed up s i tuat ion in  such a way that  at  some point  now you 

begin to  appear l i ke you are not  being t ruthfu l .    

 The d isadvantage that  I  just  have is  that  I  am not  

l ike any other  person who is  operat ing under  normal 

c i rcumstances,  who is  in  of f i ce wi th a l l  the proper record,  
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wi th  h is  gadget  and everyth ing.   So now here am I  being 

regarded as not  being t ruthfu l  when a l l  my gadgets have 

been taken and every  record that  I  do not  even have any 

access to anyth ing.    

 So,  I  am operat ing f rom where I  am s i t t ing.   Now,  

where I  made a mistake of  a  date and say a l l  r ight ,  l ike I  

ind icated that  I  d id  ask my dr iver  f rom home to be the one 

to assist  me and which we d id.   Now,  that  being the case 

and the draf t ing,  remember somet imes when you draf t  th is  

to  and f ro,  to  and f ro,  but  I  never  had that  luxury  of  to ing 10 

and f ro ing my document  and say no,  here I  th ink we missed 

the fo l lowing.   So,  i f  I  am at  fau l t  for  that ,  i t  is  my apology,  

but  i t  is  not  that  I  am being evasive or  unt ruthfu l .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you,  General .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  p lease read paragraph 44 of  

your  statement ,  the f i rs t  sentence,  the supplementary  

statement .   The heading is  the so -cal led  ‘ Impala  

cont roversy ’ .   So,  you know you are deal ing wi th Impala,  

and what  you are being asked to  address is  the issue of  

Impala.   Now read the f i rs t  sentence of  paragraph 44 of  20 

your statement .   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Paragraph 44 :  

“ I  categor ica l ly  deny that  I  acqui red or  

received any Impala f rom Mr  Mat la la,  

which is  the fact . ”  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  f in ish the sentence,  p lease.   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    He said the f i rs t  sentence.   That  i s  why I  

was reading the f i rs t  sentence.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    No,  but  then you must  get  to  the fu l l  

s to ry,  General .   Why do you stop at  the comma?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Chai r ,  I  went  to  school  unt i l  Grade 3 .   

So,  you said the f i rs t  sentence,  and I  just  went  for  the f i rs t  

sentence.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I t  ends at  the fu l l  s top,  no t  at  the 

comma.   That  is  my point .   10 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  know.   I  am one of  those who went  

Grade3 at  school .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Do not  wor ry about  that .   Jus t  p lease 

read i t .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :     

“ I  categor ica l ly  deny that  I  acqui red or  

received any Impala f rom Mr Mat la la or  

f rom any other  person for  that  mat ter . ”  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Now,  General ,  you say you deny that  

you A,  acqui red,  and then B,  received.   So,  you are  saying  20 

you d id not  acqui re any Impala f rom Mr Mat la la or  any other  

person.   So,  you are even d isqua l i fy ing your Zimbabwean 

f r iend who you say acqui red an Impala fo r  you.   Because i f  

you say you d id  not  acqui re an Impala f rom any person,  

then i t  means you d id  not  acqui re an Impala even f rom your  
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Z imbabwean f r iend.   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    To me,  Chai r ,  th is  is  where  Engl ish  

comes in .   Not  h id ing behind Engl ish.   Just  to  say f rom my 

s ide,  in  my mindset ,  I  d id  not  acqui re f rom Mr Mat la la or  

any other  person for  that  mat te r .   Not  d iscount ing the fact  

that  what  I  am saying f rom my own angle.   I  was jus t  saying 

I  d id  not  acqui re i t  f rom any other  person g iven to me.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    You are saying two th ings here,  

General .   You are  saying I  d id  not  acqui re i t  f rom Mat la la or  

any other  person,  and I  d id  not  receive i t  f rom Mr Mat la la or  10 

any other  person.   Now,  what  was so d i f f icu l t  for  you to say  

I  sa id the per iod refer red to the cont rovers ia l  per iod I  

a l ready had four  Impala in  my property.   I  d id  not  requi re  

any other  Impala because I  a l ready had i t .   In  your  

statement ,  you do not  say anywhere that  in  March 2024,  you 

had Impala in  your  property.   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Chai r ,  I  wish you were there -  

Commissioner  Ba loyi  I  wish you were there when we were 

draf t ing,  and then I  could have actual ly  put  i t  that  way.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  have not  acqui red her  surname.  20 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No,  no.   What  I  am saying is  that  the way 

you put  i t ,  you put  i t  so n ice ly,  and I  wish that  th is  is  what  I  

had.   Now,  unfor tunate ly fo r  me,  the mindset  somet imes as 

we draf t ,  I  have seen instances where  you draf t  l ike  th is ,  

and then another  counsel  come and say,  but  why do not  you 
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put  i t  th is  way?  So,  i t  is  just  to  me a draf t ing approach f rom 

a par t icu lar  draf ter .   So,  I  am just  saying,  I  accept  that  

maybe my word ings may be fa l l ing short  somewhere,  

somehow,  or  ind i rect ly  imply ing something that  I  d id  not  

mean to imply.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Because,  General ,  here is  the  

problem.   This sect ion of  your  af f idavi t  addresses the so -

cal led Impala cont roversy,  and you do i t  in  four  pages f rom 

page 1 2,  3 .   Three pages.   I t  is  four ,  actual ly .   And 

nowhere in  those four  pages do you say,  in  March 2024,  I  10 

owned Impala,  and I  had them in my property.   And that  i s  a 

problem,  because you are only  ment ion ing i t  now when you 

are showing the  photos,  and I  speci f ica l l y  asked you a  

quest ion,  are those animals that  we see there,  are they 

Impalas,  yes or  no?   

 You said they are Impalas.   But  nowhere in  your  

statement  do you say,  on the 27 t h  o f  March,  I  owned 

Impalas,  and I  had them in my property.   And you have had 

General  Senthumule ’s af f idavi t  and the photos s ince Fr iday.   

So,  you have had the whole weekend to go through i t .   And 20 

at  no stage in  your  af f idavi t  do you say,  the animals that  

are depicted in  the annexures to General  Senthumule ’s  

af f idavi t ,  I  had them in my property  in  March 2024.   

Nowhere do you say that .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    You see,  Chai r ,  somet imes when you are 
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in  a s i tuat ion that  I  am facing where you have to draf t  

something and you craf t  something ,  and th is  th ing is  to  be 

subjected to in tense probing or  cross -examinat ion,  other  

th ings begin to  pop out  that  ask cer ta in quest ions and that  

requi re speci f ic  quest ions or  answers,  that  at  that  t ime 

when you are cra f t ing,  you craf t  and you say,  a l l  r ight ,  le t  

me keep i t  shor t ,  le t  me not  go too deep in  1,  2 ,  3 ,  4 .    

 Some of  the quest ions you may have to respond to,  

you wi l l  speak to them i f  asked.   But  now when you are 

s i t t ing here and they ask a quest ion and say,  yes,  but  why 10 

d id you del ibera te ly choose to ignore 1,  2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  or 

speci f ica l l y  not  ment ion 1,  2 ,  3 ,  4?  And of  course,  

somet imes i t  might  be a quest ion  of ,  no,  do not  put  too 

much deta i l ,  you wi l l  respond to i t .   Now,  unfor tunate ly,  I  

am being asked now,  but  why d id you del iberate ly choose to  

omi t  1 ,  2 ,  3?  I t  does happen,  Commissioners,  and not  

because I  am being evasive.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sure,  thanks,  General .   I  th ink the 

concern is  that  what  you omi t  is  not  something smal l .   The 

k ind of  ev idence that  you are now answer ing  in  response to 20 

quest ions are not  issues that  are per iphera l .   This sect ion is  

ca l led Impala Cont roversy.   You cal led i t  that  in  your  

statement .   The reason i t  is  a  cont roversy is  because i t  

involves acqui r ing Impala f rom Mr  Mat la la .   Is  that  not  so?  

That  is  why i t  became cont rovers ia l .   I  mean,  i f  you had 
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Impalas as par t  o f  whatever  i t  is ,  but  not  f rom people you 

should not  be get t ing g i f ts  f rom,  then i t  would not  be an 

issue,  r ight?  I t  is  a  cont roversy because of  Mr Mat la la .   Is  

that  not  so?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So there is  another  g lar ing omission  

f rom th is  sect ion on the Impalas,  and that  is  that  you do not  

address –  you have said to  Commission now that  you not ice 

the Sergeant  Nkosi  says to you,  f rom Cat ,  and you say that  

you took d istance f rom i t  because  -  wel l ,  you said,  as we 10 

said,  two th ings.   One is  you said you do not  want  Impala.   

We have deal t  w i th  that  now.   The second was you took 

d istance f rom that  because you wi l l  not  accept  anyth ing 

f rom a serv ice provider ,  r ight?  That  is  actual ly  the heart  o f  

what  th is  sect ion is  about .   But  you do not  deal  wi th  i t  a t  a l l  

in  your  statement .   Why d id you not  deal  wi th  i t  in  the 

statement  and only when i t  was put  to  you in  quest ions?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes,  in  a s i tuat ion l i ke th is ,  i t  is  easy to  

ask such a quest ion f rom where I  am s i t t ing because I  am 

the one who is  expected to expla in.   But  i f  I  am al lowed to 20 

g ive a d i f ferent  but  s imi la r  and re levant  example,  I  do not  

know i f  the Chai r  is  going to stop me f rom …[intervenes]  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  do not  know what  the Chai r  wi l l  say.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No,  I  understand,  but  I  want  to  g ive a  

s imi lar  …[intervenes]  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    S imi lar  to  what?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Example.   And I  wish up unt i l  I  am not  

going to say a long statement .   I  am going to put  one 

statement .   I f  I  am al lowed,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    You see,  the d i f f icu l t y  is  I  have no idea 

what  you are  going to ta lk  about  and to what  extent ,  i f  a t  

a l l ,  i t  re la tes to the quest ion being asked.   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  want  to  g ive a pract ica l  example  of  that  

i t  is  possib le.   And not  that  you are  h id ing something ,  but  i t  

is  doable.  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  le t  us hear i t .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    When General  Mkhwanazi  test i f ied here,  

he never ment ioned that  he ever  met  Cat  Mat la la  in  any 

way.   When General  Senona test i f ied here,  he says,  I  took 

h im,  I  went  wi th  h im there.   Then General  Mkhwanazi  sent  a 

message to Senona and said,  you see now your c l ient  is  

now exposing our  meet ing and he never sa id th is  and th is  

and that .   What  I  am just  t ry ing to say,  that  omission,  at  

that  point  in  t ime,  maybe i t  was not  necessary for  h im to  

say i t ,  but  I  was just  g iv ing a s imi lar  t ype of  approach and 20 

say,  look,  i t  does happen that  i t  is  not  l i ke my omiss ion was 

del iberate.   Somet imes,  just  never at  that  point  in  t ime.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  General ,  no.   The d i f fe rence is  you 

say in  your  statement ,  a t  paragraph 38 you say :  

“Over t ime the remain ing ante lope a lso  
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d ied,  save for  one b lesbok which is  s t i l l  

on the p lot . ”  

That  is  what  you say in  your  statement .   So,  at  tha t  point ,  

you d id have the opportuni ty .   Because remember the 

preceding paragraphs,  you are ta lk ing about  escalat ing  

costs,  you no longer have money,  and so you cease deal ing  

in  ante lopes and emus and b lesbok .   That  is  the background 

to i t .   And then you say at  34 :  

“Over t ime the remain ing d ied,  save fo r  

one b lesbok,  and then at  a cer ta in stage,  10 

i t  began to d isp lay unusual  behaviour . ”  

And then that  i s  when now you in t roduce Sergeant  Nkosi  

account  for  the exchanges wi th Sergeant  Nkosi .   What  is  

being put  to  you is  that  the way you descr ibe  what  happens 

to your animals over  t ime,  i t  is  cur ious at  best  that  you do 

not  ment ion that  when you were  le f t  wi th ,  as they were 

dying,  you got  your  f r iend or  your  dr iver  to  ge t  other  

animals,  which you st i l l  had by the t ime you were  

communicat ing w i th Sergeant  Nkosi  about  get t ing your  

animals.   You do not  ment ion that .   In  fact ,  you create the  20 

impression,  and I  th ink that  is  a  correct  impression,  that  

they had a l l  d ied ,  and you were le f t  wi th  only one,  and in  

March 2024 you were being of fe red,  we cal l  them ante lopes 

because that  is  the language you are using,  you were being 

of fered impalas at  that  t ime.   
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LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Chai r ,  I  may have to rever t  to  my notes 

as I  draf ted,  as I  was wr i t ing and sending to my counsel ,  

and then she was draf t ing.   So,  I  just  wanted to ascer ta in  

whether ,  d id not  I  rea l ly  a lso  ind icate that  I  acqui red some 

in between?  Because,  l ike I  sa id ,  Chai r ,  i t  was completed 

la te last  n ight  to  an extent  that  the other  concern was you 

go to s leep ear ly  because you have got  a long day 

tomorrow,  and the counci l  a lso,  when I  ca l led,  she was 

a l ready s leeping because she had been work ing hard  on 

th is  document  and we met  in  the  morning.   Some of  the 10 

greater  o r  f iner  deta i l s  could have been real ly  f ixed,  and I  

know i t  is  not  the problem of  the  evidence leader,  no r  the 

Commission,  but  I  take the b lame,  evidence leader.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    General ,  thanks.   I  just  want  to  say that  

what  I  was put t ing to you was not  just  the issue of  the 

impalas and the missing in format ion.   I t  was a lso about  not  

deal ing wi th Mr Mat la la  because why th is  is  a cont roversy in  

the f i rs t  p lace.   So,  i t  is  not  the f iner  deta i l s  that  are 

missing.   What  you put  on record more than once,  inc luding  

in  your  statement  of  16 January,  was that  you categor ica l ly ,  20 

and you are not  tentat ive about  your  ev idence,  you say you 

categor ica l l y  deny that  you rece ived anyth ing f rom Mr 

Mat la la .    

 So,  you say that  in  re lat ion to the impalas,  you say 

that ,  no,  i t  d id  no t  involve Mr Mat la la .   Then we take you to 
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the messages,  and the messages show that ,  in  fact ,  the  

ar rangement  was through Mr Mat la la  because i t  says,  f rom 

Cat .   So,  then you say,  wel l ,  yes,  you real ise that ,  and so 

your way of  deal ing wi th i t  was to say you are not  going to  

accept  del i very f rom a serv ice prov ider .    

 But  then when you are taken to the evidence which  

shows that  there was del ivery and that  there are impalas on 

your property,  co inc identa l ly ,  a f ter  the date of  del i very,  as  

we see f rom the chats,  then you say that  the Zimbabwean 

gardener went  and procured i t  fo r  you.   So that  i s  what  I  am 10 

put t ing to you about  the inconsistencies and that  the  

omissions that  you are now f i l l ing in  as we go a long are not  

just  the f iner  deta i ls .   I t  actual ly  goes to the heart  o f  th is  

issue of  the impala cont roversy.   So,  do you understand 

where I  am coming f rom?  These are very important  facts  

that  were omi t ted.   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    You went  too long.   Can you g ive  me hal f  

o f  what  you said so that  I  respond and go to the next  one?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  no,  i t  is  the  whole p ic tu re.   I  cannot  

g ive you hal f ,  because that  is  why I  la id  i t  out  f rom the 20 

beginning to say th is  i s  what  you said,  and then you 

changed.   This i s  what  you said,  and then you changed.   

So,  each t ime when you say,  wel l ,  no,  you d id not  put  i t  in  

your  statement ,  i t  is  an omission,  i t  is  a  f iner  deta i l  you 

could have.    
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 I  am saying to you those omissions,  whether  i t  is  

about  the fact  tha t  you knew that  Mr Mat la la was involved in  

th is ,  o r  whether  i t  was about  the  del ivery of  the impalas,  

that  they were on your property,  that  they d ied on the 27 t h  

o f  March.   A l l  o f  those th ings are  important  facts that  you 

do not  deal  wi th ,  except  when you quest ion ed on them.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    One th ing that  I  have categor ica l l y  made 

c lear  is  that  I  never asked Mr Nkos i  to  approach Mr Mat la la.   

I  d id  not  know who and how was Mr Nkosi  going to assist  

me in  get t ing such.   Secondly,  I  am categor ica l l y  denying 10 

that  I  ever  received any such de l ivery f rom Mr Mat la la 's  

s ide or  f rom Nkosi 's  s ide,  because I  d id  not  need them at  

that  t ime.   Now,  I  am saying a lso that  I  am not  saying  what  I  

am saying because I  am being asked a quest ion.    

 I  do not  want  to  get  or  be  pushed in to a corner  of  

saying,  yes,  you knew i t  would come f rom Mat la la.   I  had 

noth ing that  I  assisted Mat la la wi th,  noth ing that  I  worked 

wi th h im on,  and he had no reason to g ive me anyth ing  

because I  have never assisted h im.   I  do not  th ink you 

would invest  in  a dead horse because having to do w i th the  20 

tender  supply cha in,  and I  am far  f rom the supply chain,  so 

I  would not  be of  any value to h im.   Wi th regard to whatever  

that  was happening in  h is  invest igat ions,  i t  was being 

handled in  the province.   So,  I  am just  saying,  to  me,  I  had 

no real - t ime deal ings wi th Mat la la  that  could lead me to  
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in teract  in  such a  way that  he can g ive me something.   That  

is  what  I  wanted to say.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  le t  me cor rect  one th ing.   Mr  

Mat la la would not  have asked for  a meet ing wi th you,  and 

he would not  have made an ef fo r t  to  meet  wi th you in  

January 2024 i f  you had noth ing usefu l  to  provide  to h im.   

The reason you said so yourse l f ,  he came to you,  is  

because he sought  your  assistance or  in tervent ion.   That  is  

the real  reason fo r  the meet ing in  January 2024.    

 He sought  your  assistance or  in tervent ion,  and a  10 

month and a hal f  la ter ,  there is  the issue of  impalas.   So,  

you are not  correct  when you say you had noth ing to of fe r  

h im because issues of  tenders were supply chain  issues.   

He came to you in  re lat ion to issues of  tenders because he 

thought  you could  assist  h im.   He was not  wast ing h is t ime 

when he came to your of f ice in  January 2024.   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Can I  comment ,  Commissioner?  Now,  

yes,  he  came to me wi th  the hope as advised by General  

Thema and Senthumule  that  go and see General  S ib iya.   He 

is  the act ing Nat ional  Commissioner.   Maybe he could 20 

assist .   I  saw i t  coming that  why am I  being approached 

when I  am act ing?  I  s igned noth ing.   And what  I  d id ,  I  

never assisted h im in any way.   A l l  I  could say was to say I  

heard you.   I  wi l l  take you to the Nat ional  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    That  is  the assistance.  
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LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I t  is  not .   He d id  not  get  what  he wanted.   

I  went  to  the Nat ional  Commissioner.   I  had th is  v is i t  f rom 

th is  lawyer and Mr Mat la la  is  compla in ing about  1,  2 ,  3 ,  4 .   

Then the Nat ional  Commissioner  says,  wel l ,  I  understand 

that  you say the  men has got  a lease agreement ,  but  the  

publ ic  works is  no t  going to d ic tate to  us as to how to  ut i l ise  

our  bui ld ing on our  p remises.   That  is  the feedback I  had to 

g ive to Mr Mat la la .   That  was my ro le.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   One last  th ing then we need 

to go to before we leave impalas  and that  is  a record ing 10 

that  was made by Wi tness C when he was quest ion ing Mr  

Mat la la .   You have a l ready l i s tened to these record ings,  

have not  you?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  l is tened to i t  a t  that  t ime,  but  yes ,  okay.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  can I  p lay i t  again?  Chai r ,  we 

have a t ranscr ip t ,  but  I  suggest  we look at  the t ranscr ip t ,  

and we hear the  record ing because the t ranscr ip t  in  some 

places leaves an e l l ips is  which you can actual ly  hear  on the 

record ing.   So,  I  th ink i f  you have both,  i t  wi l l  he lp.   So,  the  

t ranscr ip t  o f  th is  record ing is  in  f i le  6 at  page 632.  20 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Noth ing to fo rget .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  audio record ing E.   Page 632.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  am l is tening.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Do you have i t ,  page 632?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    632.  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So General  Male Speaker  2 is  Wi tness 

C.   And then Mr Mat la la  i s  named.   And th is  i s  the 

t ranscr ip t ,  but  we wi l l  p lay the record ing as wel l .   The 

t ranscr ip t  is  two pages long.   Can we p lay the record ing?  

[AUDIO CLIP PLAYED BACK]  

General ,  I  do not  know i f  you were able to  –  i f  you have 

heard i t  before,  then i t  would be easier  to  fo l low.   I f  you 

have not  heard i t  before,  then the t ranscr ip t  is  bet ter  fo r  10 

you to re ly  on.   But  the essence of  i t  is  what  Mr Mat la la  i s  

saying,  is  that  he  gave you impalas,  and then he said they 

d ied,  a l l  o f  them, and he said there were about  20 of  them, 

and he says yes,  at  the p lot ,  they d ied,  a l l  o f  them.  So,  Mr  

Mat la la  here says that  he gave you impalas,  and that  he 

gave you many impalas.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  am very worr ied about  the evidence 

leader,  because she select ive ly chooses por t ions that  she 

th inks could only  address what  she wants to  achieve,  but  

a lso del iberate ly choosing to ignore the fact  that  Mr  Mat la la  20 

ra ised,  and he should say I  have a problem wi th th is  

record ing.   This i s  not  my voice.   I t  was AI -generated.   That  

is  the f i rs t  po int .    

 The second point  is  that  when you go down,  there  

are a lo t  o f  th ings that  I  am going to te l l  you that  Wi tness C 
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sa id,  th is  i s  where we went ,  we took money to,  there is  no  

know that  p lace.   This i s  what  we d id here,  and I  have proof  

of  th is ,  and that ,  a l l  I  am just  saying is  that  I  want  to ,  i f  we 

were to p lay th is  th ing,  I  am not  wor r ied about  th is  

record ing at  a l l ,  because i t  is  such a l ie .    

 In  a l l  the th ings Wi tness C ment ioned,  I  do have 

p lots,  bonded,  bought  more than four  years ago,  a l l  o f  them, 

and the p lot  that  I  bought  is  because I  was in  the c i ty  of  

Joburg,  I  was work ing there,  I  could af ford one that  was on 

auct ion,  or  one that  was very cheap .   So,  a l l  I  am saying is  10 

that  th is  th ing,  even the head of  ID AC test i f ied and said the  

phone was tampered wi th .    

 Secondly,  when you look at  the in terv iew,  whether  

the man was under pressure,  was being assaul ted,  or  they 

used cer ta in re levant  por t ions .   So,  to  me,  I  re ject  th is  

v ideo wi th the contempt  i t  deserves,  up unt i l  I  get  proven 

wrong,  o r  an expert  is  ca l led that  th is  vo ice was not  

manipulated,  i t  is  the man h imsel f .   But  I  do not  want  th is  

th ing to be used against  me when I  am going to prove to  

you in  the fo l lowing lo t  o f  them that ,  in  fact ,  th is  i s  not  t rue.  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    So le t  me just  say to you,  General ,  f i rs t  

o f  a l l ,  th is  was in t roduced in to evidence by the invest igators  

who were present  at  the t ime that  the record ing was taken,  

took p lace,  th is  has noth ing to do wi th ID AC,  IDAC has 

never ra ised any object ion in  re lat ion to these record ings,  I  
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can te l l  you that  now.   I t  was in t roduced in to evidence,  and 

i t  was the test imony of  the wi tnesses who were present ,  

they gave evidence here in  th is  Commission.   Mr  Mat la la 

may deny that  that  is  a record ing  for  whatever  reason he 

wishes to,  to  say th is  is  AI  generated,  but  what  I  am put t ing 

to you here is  what  the evidence has been that  has been 

p laced before th is  Commission.   You may respond to i t .   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  want  to  respond.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  when you respond to i t ,  e i ther  you 

say you are not  going to be responding to any of  th is  10 

because of  your  concerns,  and I  want  to  be c lear  exact ly  

what  you say,  whether  you are going to answer quest ions 

on i t  o r  you are not .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  wi l l  answer  quest ions,  Chai r ,  I  wi l l  

answer every quest ion I  want  to ,  but  what  I  want  to  ra ise as  

wel l  is  that  the unfor tunate par t ,  I  do not  want  to  say in  th is  

Commission,  but  the unfor tunate par t  is  that  i f  I  am being 

accused of  at tempt ing to d isband the Pol i t ica l  K i l l ing Task 

Team, and i t  is  the same team that  is  invest igat ing me,  i t  is  

the same team that  is  invest iga t ing everyone again for  20 

at tempt ing to d isband us,  i t  is  the same team that  is  a lso  

invest igat ing the  recommendat ion that  come f rom the 

Madlanga Commission as we are  g iven.    

 The same team,  whatever that  we ra ise and say 

they took money,  the same PKT T,  they took money f rom 
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For t  Hare wi th ev idence,  and that  is  not  coming anywhere.   

There is  a lo t  o f  manipulat ion.   This i s  not  a c lean 

invest igat ion at  a l l .   Now when you quest ion me about  an  

invest igat ion that  was conducted by the suspects 

themselves,  that  took money f rom accused number 1 in  For t  

Hare Univers i ty ,  wi th  evidence,  invest igated by the  DPCI .   

Now I  must  be quest ioned about  some junior  of f ic ia ls  who 

are corrupt  themselves,  who booked someone f rom thei r  

ce l l s  and then star ted creat ing some mater ia l  that  must  be 

produced here and be read here.   I  do not  accept  i t .  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    General ,  when you say th is  is  not  a c lean 

invest igat ion,  what  exact ly  a re you refer r ing to?  Are you 

saying we,  as the Commission,  a re not  conduct ing a c lean 

invest igat ion?  What  are you ta lk ing about?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Chai r ,  I  am far  f rom accusing the Chai r  

o f  that  par t .   I  am ta lk ing about  the invest igat ion by that  

Wi tness C.   Chai r ,  I  have h igh respect  fo r  th is  Commission.   

The af fa i r  is  not  referred to th is  enqui ry.    

CHAIRPERSON :    I  just  wanted to  make sure because the  

whole of  South A f r ica is  l i s tening.   There may be a lo t  o f  20 

misunderstanding around your statement ,  but  I  am happy to  

c la r i fy .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  am far  f rom th is  one,  Chai r .   I  am not  

accusing the Chai r  o f  anyth ing or  the Commissioners of  

anyth ing.   I  am talk ing about  the fact  that  the invest igators,  
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i f  I  am accused of  at tempt ing to d isband the PKTT,  and now 

they are a l ready conf l i c ted,  they cannot  be the one to star t  

invest igat ing me now.   Now,  I  can point  out  a  lo t  o f  issues 

where they are involved in  the Commission of  an  of fence 

wi th evidence.    

 Now,  I  am going to s i t  here and then producing 

fa lse evidence  against  me.   Now,  why am I  saying that?  

Why I  am saying that ,  Chai r .   You have to g ive me a 

chance.   They say Mr Mat la la  used to g ive General  S ib iya  

money at  h is  townhouse  in  Sandton.   The townhouse that  I  10 

sold before I  came to the pol ice.   I  so ld i t  before I  came to 

the pol ice,  and the person who bought  i t  is  a  businessman 

who took the occupat ion immediate ly.    

 I  never had access.   They te l l  you about  the money 

that  was col lected somewhere.   There is  no c i rc le .   I  have 

got  p ic tures in  my phone,  but  even i f  we were to do 

inspect ion in  loco  there is  no c i rc le ,  number 2.   Number 3,  

the propert ies that  I  have,  the property that  I  have,  I  do  

have.   And that  one,  i t  was an A i r  B&B.   At  that  t ime,  I  was 

not  even going there mysel f ,  because i t  was just  an  20 

investment  company.    

 Why,  Chai r ,  do you f ind me t ry ing very hard to have 

property one or  two or  three there?  I  am almost  60 years 

o ld.   I  have wasted a lo t  o f  t ime.   I  s t i l l  do not  have a house 

because of  the d i f f icu l t ies I  have been put  in .   Do not  be 
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mis led by the wal l  they show.   Get  behind the wal l  and see 

what  i s  there.   There is  no house.   Now they show my wal l ,  

and the wal l  I  bu i l t  running because there were some 

inte l l igence movements  who wanted to k i l l  me,  immediate ly 

af ter  that  invest igat ion of  Richard.    

 That  is  why I  had to take the money I  was g iven 

and to bui ld  a wa l l .   But  i f  you are  to come ins ide,  there is  

no house.   There is  a house,  an o ld  house that  I  found there  

in  that  p lot .   And s ince I  came to the pol ice,  what  I  have,  I  

had.   I  have not  bought  anyth ing  e lse other  than what  I  10 

came up wi th.   Whatever car  that  I  have,  I  came there 

dr iv ing i t  in to the  pol ice.   Now,  a l l  o f  a  sudden,  Wi tness C 

said we d id th is ,  we d id th is .   No.   So,  I  am just  saying,  

p lease,  th is  one o f  Wi tness C is  a non-star ter .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  you were being asked,  do  you 

We have a  t ranscr ip t  in  f ront  of  us .   We have l i s tened to a 

record ing.   What  Ms Hassim was asking is ,  a re you going 

to,  g iven your posi t ion about  th is  a l l  be ing AI -generated 

and,  and.   Are you going to take any quest ions ar is ing  f rom 

the t ranscr ip t?  Or you refuse to take quest ions because Mr 20 

Mat la la  has said  i t  is  AI -generated and your d is t rust  o f  

everybody and thei r  cor rupt ion tha t  you have spoken to.   I t  

is  real ly ,  yes,  no,  I  wi l l  take quest ions and then we take i t  

f rom there.   Or you say I  wi l l  not  take quest ions,  and we 

take i t  f rom there.  
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LT-GEN SIBIYA :    From where I  am s i t t ing,  because I  have 

noth ing to h ide,  I  am prepared and I  rea l l y  want  to  take 

quest ions on these issues.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  one issue of  c lar i ty .   You said Mr 

Mat la la  has said  that  h is  vo ice was AI -generated.   When 

and where d id Mr Mat la la  say th is?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    A t  the Ad Hoc.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  thank you.   I  would say we should  

take the adjournment  at  th is  stage and return at  14:10 or  my 

commissioners  are suggest ing quar ter  past .   So le t  us come 10 

back at  14:15.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Hassim?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    General ,  we were deal ing wi th the  

record ing of  Mr Mat la la .   Other  than what  you said about  

quest ion ing the record ing,  do you have any response to the 

content  of  what  Mr Mat la la  was say ing regard ing del ivery of  

the impalas?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Chai r ,  I  managed to get  hold  of  the 20 

le t ter ,  the emai l  that  was sent  to  me by the lawyer  and the  

le t ter  i t se l f  that  was draf ted by the lawyer,  and the  tender,  

not  the tender document ,  the lease agreement  document  

that  was par t  o f  th is  d iscussion.   Copies are being made,  

but  I  thought  I  should maybe perhaps,  wi thout  any waste of  
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t ime,  wi th  your permission,  Chai r ,  i f  i t  is  possib le that  I  read 

i t  in to the,  unless the Chai r  d i rects otherwise.  

CHAIRPERSON :    We have been f in ished wi th copies,  

General ,  le t  me just  look.   Ms Hassim,  you put  a quest ion to 

the General  and the General  ra ised the issue of  the le t ter  

he had referred to  previously.   Your  response?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Chai r ,  can we just  admi t  the le t ter  in to  

the record as EXHIBIT CJC82?  And then,  I  mean,  I  am not  

sure whether  the wi tness is  saying  he wants to  address the  

le t ter  now or  not .  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    That  i s  my impression.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Do you want  to  address the le t te r ,  or  do 

you want  to  admi t  i t  in?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    For  me,  i t  is  very much crucia l  to  support  

the fact  that  i t  was on the 17 t h  o f  January when I  received 

the emai l  …[intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  hold on,  hold on.   I  just  wanted to  

get  an answer to  my quest ion about  what  you wanted to do .   

I t  is  c lear  what  you wish to do.   Could we admit  i t  in to the 

record as CJC82?   20 

CHAIRPERSON :    So admi t ted.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   And now you can take us,  

you do not  need to read i t  in to the  record because we have 

i t ,  the Commissioners have i t ,  but  you can te l l  us what  you 

want  to  say about  i t .    
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LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  just  wanted to say that  th is  is  a le t ter  of  

demand and not ice  to vacate  the  property,  and then a lso 

saying that  they act  on behal f  o f  Mr Mat la la,  May 24,  and 

that  there are people who are  actual ly  occupying the  

premises which has been leased to them.   So that  is  what  

they came to d iscuss.   And I  might  have,  or  I  made a 

mistake that  I  must  admi t ,  that  I  spoke about  the tender  

document  when in  fact  i t  is  supposed to be the  lease 

agreement .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.  10 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    So I  am just  correct ing that  e rror ,  Chai r .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So but ,  General…  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes,  yes,  Ms Hassim? 

ADV HASSIM SC :    You know,  you referred to the le t ter .   

There is  a cover page,  which is  the emai l ,  and correct  me i f  

I  am wrong,  but  i t  seems l ike the le t ter  was at tached to th is  

emai l .   Is  that  r ight?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    That  i s  cor rect ,  Chai r .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i t  is  an emai l  f rom Mr Mat la la  to  

you.    20 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    i t  is  emai l  f rom Mr Mat la la  to  S i tho le ,  

Maj -Gen Si thole ,  and then copied DNC Cr ime Detect ion 

mysel f ,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And the date of  that  emai l?    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    i t  is  22n d  o f  February 2024.    
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ADV HASSIM SC :    So you received th is  le t ter  of  demand 

on the 22 n d  o f  February 2024?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    This document ,  what  i s  important  about  

th is  document ,  i t  is  the document  when they were set t ing up 

an appointment  to  see me,  and then to come to the  of f ice,  I  

guess.   Because when I  look at  the le t ter ,  the le t ter  of  

demand is  s igned 19 January 2024.   In  other  words,  they 

at tached th is  le t te r  of  19 January as wel l .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  I  am t ry ing to understand.   I  can 

see that .   The le t ter  of  demand is  19 January 2024.   They 10 

sent  th is  to  you on the 22 n d  o f  February,  but  th is  was af ter  

your  meet ing.   This was af ter  the  meet ing you had wi th Mr  

Mat la la .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Look,  Chai r ,  based on the fact  that  I  see 

paperwork now in f ront  of  me and the dates,  I  am subject  to  

correct ing the dates where I  see the dates,  because the  

bot tom l ine to me is  that  i t  was th is  that  the meet ing was 

based on.   Now,  the emai l  came f i rs t ,  and then the  

at tachment  here is  19 January,  which means th is  document  

was there a l ready when the lawyers  came wi th Mr Mat la la  to  20 

the of f ice,  which  means that  my meet ing could have been 

around February .   Where I  made mistakes in  terms of  the  

dates I  wi l l  accept ,  but  I  do not  have any paperwork now 

that  I  could real l y  refer  to .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Ja.   You know,  when we began,  when I  
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f i rs t  s tar ted asking you about  your  f i rs t  meet ing wi th Mr 

Mat la la ,  do you recal l  I  po inted out  to  you that  in  your  

statement  in  the  Ad Hoc Commi t tee ,  you said that  the  

meet ing was in  February?  And I  th ink you might  have even 

said 22 February,  but  I  s tand to be  cor rected,  but  def in i te ly  

in  your  statement  before the Ad Hoc Commit tee  you said 

you met  h im in  February .   And then in  your  statement  to  the  

Madlanga Commission you said you met  h im in  January,  and 

I  sa id to  you,  why d id you change the dates to January?  So 

now you are saying you want  to  go  back to February ,  is  that  10 

what  you are saying?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Chai r ,  a l l  I  can say,  honest ly  speaking,  

where  I  got  the  date mixed up,  here are documents  of  

importance,  here  are documents wi th the dates,  the two 

dates,  whether  i t  was February or  January,  to  me i t  is  

nei ther  here nor  there,  but  I  do accept  my mistake where I  

found mysel f ,  le t  us say I  sa id we met  in  January .   Because 

in  my mind,  as I  recal l  the document ,  I  wi l l  recal l  th is  date  

of  19 t h  o f  January ,  but  th is  19 t h  o f  January you f ind that  i t  is  

in  fact  the date that  was just  a t tached to an emai l .   So I  20 

accept  that  whether  there is  a mix -up of  dates,  in  my case,  I  

am work ing f rom my memory.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  must  do th is .   Let  me just  f in ish  th is  

of f  by saying,  in  the Ad Hoc Commi t tee ,  Mr Mat la la  test i f ied 

that  he met  you in  January 2024.   So,  I  am asking  you,  is  
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that  why you sa id January 2024 when you provided the 

statement  to  th is  Commission?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Not  necessar i l y ,  because remember I  

test i f ied long before h im and Mat la la  in  the Ad Hoc 

Commit tee.   And then a lso h imse l f ,  he was not  f rom his 

home when he went  to  test i f ied that  he has been too long in  

pr ison wi thout  paperwork or  whatever .   So whatever date  

mixed-ups there is ,  to  me,  there is  not  much I  can say other  

than to say whether  maybe I  made a  mistake,  whether  i t  

was in  January or  February,  but  here is  an emai l ,  here is  a 10 

le t ter  of  demand,  and there is  a  lease agreement  that  they 

want  to  make a copy,  and th is  i s  the g ist  o f  the basis  for  the 

meet ing.   Now,  whether  i t  was in  February or  January,  

where I  could have been wrong,  I  w i l l  not  real l y  argue much 

around that .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  that  i s  f ine.   You said  we are st i l l  

go ing to be receiv ing another  document?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.    

CHAIRPERSON :    I  th ink,  are you refer r ing to the  lease 

agreement  i tse l f ,  General?   20 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    That  i s  cor rect .  

CHAIRPERSON :    We have been g iven copies just  now ,  Ms 

Hassim.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    My back was tu rned.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    You have received i t?    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Then,  Chai r ,  I  suppose we must  a lso 

admi t  th is  in to the  record as E XHIBIT CJC83.    

CHAIRPERSON :    So admi t ted,  thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   Okay,  anyth ing e lse on th is  

le t ter ,  General ,  before you answer my quest ion?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Not  at  a l l .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so the quest ion was about  what  

Mr Mat la la sa id about  del iver ing the impalas to you.  10 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    A l l  I  know and a l l  I  can remember  is  that  

he denied i t  to  h imsel f .   He said i t  never happened,  and that  

is  not  h is  vo ice.   And so I  say I  know for  a fact  that  I  never 

received such.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So le t  me just  take you to  

another  par t  o f  the record,  the chats.   I t  wi l l  be in  Fi le  7,  

and i t  is  page 89.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Page 89.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Whi ls t  you are looking,  General ,  I  know 

Mr Mat la la is  not  here,  has not  been thus fa r ,  but  I  just  want  20 

to engage you on your re l iance on what  you say was a  

denia l  by h im regard ing the impalas.   You saw,  you 

remember the screenshot  that  you were shown here  today,  

or  th is  morning?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    That  i s  cor rect ,  Chai r .    
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CHAIRPERSON :    And you remember that  par t  o f  that  

screenshot ,  Mr Mat la la says to the person who I  th ink,  o r  

rather  whose voice  I  th ink we hear in  that  record ing,  he  

says to h im,  p lease check your account .   Do you remember  

that?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do,  I  do,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    That  must  have re lated to Mr Mat la la 

paying.   I  mean,  in  context ,  that  is  what  seems to make 

sense.   Correct?  Check your account .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes,  Chai r ,  I  agree,  but  i t  could have 10 

been for  anyth ing .    

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  no,  no,  i f  you,  le t  us go on w i th  –  o f  

course now,  but  we can show that  screenshot  again   But  in  

the meant ime,  le t  me work on the basis,  I  wi l l  be shown to  

be a l iar .   A f ter  Mr Mat la la says check your account ,  then 

the person says :  

“Thank you,  s i r ,  got  i t .   Thank you very  

much. ”  

You see that?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  see,  I  see,  Chai r .  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    And then on memory,  I  th ink he then 

promises to del iver .   What  does he say down there :  

“Okay,  everyth ing has been ar ranged .   

He wi l l  Catch the  impalas on Sunday and 

t ransport  i t  Monday to that  locat ion.   Is  i t  
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good? ”  

So he is  saying that  to  Mr Mat la la,  and Mr Mat la la says,  no 

problem.   Do you see a l l  that?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  see,  I  see,  Chai r .    

CHAIRPERSON :    I  s t i l l  remembered i t  a l l ,  I  s t i l l  

remembered a l l  o f  i t  o f f  the top of  my head.   Now,  i f ,  as 

appears to  be the  case,  Mr Mat la la  paid for  the impa las,  the  

person received payment ,  the person promised to del iver ,  

Mr Mat la la sa id no problem,  what  must  we make of  th is?   

Must  we say th is  i s  a l l  a  l ie?   10 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    From where I  am s i t t ing,  Chai r ,  when I  

am s i t t ing wi th a  s i tuat ion where I  sa id I  do not  want  the 

impalas,  whether  –  remember,  Chai r ,  in  the back of  our  

mind …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am very sorry,  I  am very sor ry to  do th is  

to  you,  General .   This is  not  about  your  own response or  

at t i tude.   What  I  am asking you is  about  what  you said was 

Mr Mat la la 's  den ia l .   What  exact ly  d id Mr Mat la la  deny?  

You said Mr Mat la la made a denia l  regard ing the impalas.   

What  exact ly  d id he deny?   20 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    He said he never sent  any impalas or  

brought  any impalas for  me.    

CHAIRPERSON :    That  i s  what  we have just  looked at  

. . . [ ind ist inct ] .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    That  is  something e lse.   They do not  say 
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for  General  S ib iya or  for  S ib iya.    

CHAIRPERSON :    But  remember,  th is  is  a l l  in  the context  of  

you having g iven your address for  del i very.   A l l  o f  th is  i s  in  

that  context .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    You see,  Chai r ,  i t  w i l l  be dangerous to 

speculate because f rom where I  am s i t t ing,  I  do not  know 

the re lat ionship between Mat la la  and maybe th is  person 

who he is  ta lk ing to and what  that  money was i t  for  o r 

about .   But  I  f ind  i t  very d i f f icu l t  for  me,  where I  am s i t t ing,  

having to respond to a communicat ion that  involved 10 

between Mat la la and someone e lse or  between Nkosi  and 

someone e lse.    

CHAIRPERSON :    General ,  Mr Hassim a l ready took you to 

the locat ion or  the p in that  was sent  and you accepted that  

i t  was your address.   Do you remember that?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do,  Chai r .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   So th is  was to be a del ivery  at  your  

p lace.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes,  Chai r .    

CHAIRPERSON :    And the  only th ing spoken about  which  20 

was to be del ivered were the impalas.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Up unt i l  I  sa id …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  no,  no,  no.   Let  us leave aside what  

your  at t i tude was.   The only th ing that  was to be de l ivered 

was the impalas,  correct?   
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LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Not  the impalas.   What  I  wanted.  

COURT:    Genera l ,  I  have said –  i t  w i l l  be the th i rd t ime 

now.   I  have said ,  a t  th is  stage,  I  am not  ta lk ing about  your  

at t i tude.   Your at t i tude.   But  what  was to be del ivered 

accord ing to the conversat ions,  the context ,  was the  

impalas.   Correct?  Yes,  your  at t i tude was,  Sergeant  Nkosi ,  

i f  i t  is  impalas,  I  do not  want  to  hear a th ing about  them.  A l l  

I  want  is  a mate for  th is  one animal ,  which is  a B lesbok.   I f  

i t  is  impalas,  I  do not  want .   That  is  not  what  I  am asking 

you.   I  am asking  you that ,  in  context ,  everyth ing that  was 10 

spoken about  was about  the del ivery of  impalas.   I  am not  

ta lk ing about  what  your  at t i tude was to that .   Is  i t  not  

correct?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    i t  is  correct ,  Chai r .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Ms Hassim.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   We can go now to page 89 

of  the chats that  I  re ferred you to.   Just  le t  me know i f  you 

are there.   Are you there?  Do you see i t ,  General?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Page 89?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.    20 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes,  the b id was not  p roper ly .   You are 

ta lk ing about  the…   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  that  is  r ight .   That  is  the top of  the 

page.   But  i f  you just  go a  l i t t le  fur ther  down,  th is  is  a  

conversat ion …[in tervenes] .  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    Maybe to assist  h im,  the f lags that  

are –  so WB1,  then 89.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    He is  there.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Is  he there?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Okay.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you wi l l  see at  the second message 

f rom the bot tom is  what  I  want  to  draw your at ten t ion to.   

This is  an ext ract  of  a  WhatsApp conversat ion between Mr 

Mat la la and Mr Brown -Mogots i ,  and i t  was ret r ieved f rom Mr 10 

Mat la la 's  phone.   And the second message f rom the bot tom 

reads as fo l lows :  

“ I  hear  that  you to ld Mr S that  I  to ld  you 

that  I  gave h im some animals to  keep at  

h is  p lot ,  so I  wanted to hear f rom you i f  

there is  any t ruth in  th is . ”  

Did Mr Brown Mogots i  speak to you about  del ivery of  

an imals to  your  p lot?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Did you not  have any conversat ion wi th  20 

h im about  impalas?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So th is  conversat ion between Mr 

Mat la la and Mr Brown  Mogots i  takes p lace on the 8 t h  o f  May 

2025.   Do you see that?   
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LT-GEN SIBIYA :    8 t h  o f  May 2025?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do not  know where you see the date.   

Advise me.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    On that  chat .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  see 14 t h  o f  May 2025.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  i t  is  the one above.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    The one above,  yes.   Okay,  I  see i t .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    There is  a gap in  some days before he 

sends the next  message to Mr Mogots i ,  so i t  is  8 t h  o f  May 10 

2025.   So i t  was before h is a rrest ,  and the  record ing  that  we 

p layed was taken at  the t ime of  h is  a rrest ,  on 14 t h  o f  May 

2025.   Okay?  So the conversat ion about  the impa las,  the 

animals and the  del ivery to  the p lot ,  was a l ready tak ing 

p lace before he was ar rested.   Do you see that?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  hear  what  you say.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You st i l l  mainta in that  the 14 t h  o f  May 

was AI -generated?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  would not  get  involved in to  the AI -

generated stuf f  o r  par t  o f  i t .   A l l  I  am saying is  tha t  these 20 

are the conversat ions between cer ta in ind iv iduals on thei r  

own accord,  whatever  they were ta lk ing about .   That  does 

not  involve me.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  does involve  you,  though.   And they 

are ta lk ing about  the del ivery of  an imals.   Here Mr Mat la la  
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says animals,  but  what  we know them to be are impa las.   So 

i f  there was not  th is  i ssue of  the impalas and the del ivery of  

the impalas to your property,  why would he be d iscussing i t  

wi th  Mr Mogots i?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    What  I  heard is  when he was saying to  

Mogots i  I  hear  you going around saying,  I  mean you to ld so  

and so that  –  le t  me read i t :  

“ I  hear  that  you to ld Mr S that  I  to ld  you 

that  I  gave h im some animals to  keep at  

th is  p lot ,  so I  wanted to hear f rom you i f  10 

there is  any t ruth in  th is . ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  he is  asking,  d id you te l l  Mr S,  who 

I  th ink is  you,  d id you te l l  h im that  I  to ld  you about  those 

animals?  Did you then go and te l l  Mr S about  i t?   That  that  

is  what  he is  asking.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Wel l ,  personal ly  I  never d iscuss wi th  

Brown Mogots i  the issue of  the impalas.   I  never  d iscuss 

wi th Mr Cat  Mat la la  about  the issue of  the impalas.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    The only person you spoke to was Mr  

Nkosi  about  the impalas?   20 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  that  is  f ine.   And we are not  going  

to go back there  because we have looked at  tha t  whole  

exchange of  text  that  you knew i t  was coming f rom Mr  

Mat la la .   So we are going to leave i t  a t  that .   Unfor tunate ly,  
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we are not  leaving your re lat ionship,  you do not  l ike me 

using the word  re lat ionship,  but  your  contact  wi th  Mr 

Mat la la .   And I  want  to  move to another  t ime per iod.   So we 

had March for  the impalas.   Now we have 14 September 

2024.   Can you p lease go to page 111,  111,  of  that  same 

f i le?  Hold on.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Page 111?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   Actual ly ,  sorry.   Sor ry,  tha t  is  the  

wrong page.   Can you p lease go to  –  actual ly ,  no,  I  do want  

to  take you to page 111.   What  I  want  to  show you on page 10 

111 is  a ser ies o f  pol ls  between Mr Nkosi  and Mr  Mat la la .   

And you wi l l  see at  7 ,  19:11,  you wi l l  see at  the bot tom of  

the page of  111.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Right .   Mr Nkosi  ca l ls  Mr Mat la la .   

Okay?  So there  is  an  exchange between the two of  them at  

19:11 in  the evening on the 14 t h  o f  September.   Now I  would  

l ike you to go to page 364 of  the same …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  to  ask,  Chai r ,  th is  page that  we just  

deal t  wi th ,  what  is  the speci f ic  quest ion re lated to i t  so that  20 

when you go to  the next  one,  I  am going to respond 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  you have got  to  see them together .   

So we wi l l  go there.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    These are just  ca l ls ,  no?   
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ADV HASSIM SC :    i t  is  just  a  ca l l ,  yes.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Ja,  so which page?  Next  page?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   So now I  have asked you to go to  

364.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    On i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Now we are moving f rom the 14 t h  o f  

September to  the 13 t h  o f  September .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  no,  hold on.   The re levant  chat ,  we 

are going to begin on chat  number 2.   So i t  is  14  10 

September.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Now th is  i s  a chat  between you and Mr  

Nkosi ,  okay?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Right .   So we saw 19 :11,  the cal l ,  but  

hold that  in  the back of  your  mind.   Here we have got  19 :07.   

You send Mr Nkosi  a  message saying :  

“Back?”  

And he responds two minutes la ter .   He says:  20 

“Just  ar r ived now,  General .   Dropping 

th is  Gogos ,  then coming to you. ”  

And then at  19 :10,  chat  number 4,  you respond and you 

say:  

“Ask Cat  to  make a turn. ”  
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Okay?  That  is  at  19 :10.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then we saw at  19 :11,  Mr Nkosi  

ca l led Mr Mat la la.   That  is  at  page 111.   Do you reca l l?    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then he comes back to you at  19 :11 

and 14 seconds w i th a message :  

“ I  spoke to h im ear l ier .   He promised to  

come around e igh t . ”  

Okay?  And then at  19 :12,  he says he wi l l  be there in  30 10 

minutes.   Do you see that?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Right .   So th is  is  you asking Sergeant 

Nkosi  to  communicate wi th  Cat ,  as you cal l  h im,  and you 

ask h im to make a turn.   So the f i rs t  th ing I  want  to  ask you 

is ,  how is  i t  you refer  to  h im as  Cat  in  September 2024?  Is  

i t  not  because by then you have establ ished a re lat ionship  

wi th h im that  you can use a term of  fami l ia r i ty?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No.   I  th ink whether  we l ike i t  or  not ,  th is  

is  how he is  known.   A l though of f ic ia l l y  speaking,  we have 20 

to ca l l  h im Mr Mat la la when we are addressing,  as  we are  

addressing,  but  he was known as  Cat .   He is  known as  Cat .   

So i t  i s  not  a quest ion of  fami l iar i t y  because there are 

cer ta in names that  you can cal l  where you cal l  a  person 

name and surname,  but  there is  another  one that  you can 
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ca l l  that  is  known wi th a par t icu lar  name.   Unfor tunate ly,  

that  is  how i t  is .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you say to Sergeant  Nkosi ,  ask Cat  

to  make a turn,  and you know that  he wi l l  convey that  

message.   I t  is  not  unusual  for  h im to be asked by you to  

communicate wi th  Mr Mat la la fo r  the purpose of  inv i t ing h im 

to your house.   This i s  not  unusual .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    He says,  ja ,  that  is  f ine.   I  know what  

you mean by  Cat ,  and I  make the arrangement ,  and he then 10 

proceeded to make the ar rangement .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So why is  i t  that  you wanted Mr  

Mat la la to  come to your house?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Look,  what  happened is  that  I  th ink i t  is  –  

a t  the t ime i t  was my son's engagement  and we d id not  have 

many people there.   I  th ink i t  was something l i ke 20 people,  

and i t  was most ly  my son's f r iends and the f iancé 's f r iends.   

So the people that  I  had inv i ted there was General  

Senthumule .   I  was very c lose to General  Senthumule ,  and 20 

we had a very good re lat ionship w i th General  Senthumule .   

And General  Shib i r i  was coming back f rom China.   I  a lso  

cal led h im,  go to  h im and said,  hey,  I  am here,  and th is  is  

what  is  going on,  because I  was a lone.   I  d id  not  inv i te  my 

f r iends because i t  was not  about  me.    
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 Now,  as they were there,  General  Senthumule  d id  

not  come alone.   He came wi th General  Thema.   General  

Thema was the former head of  the col lege,  who is  a very 

c lose f r iend of  Ms Mat la la ,  Cat  Mat la la 's  wi fe .   As you can 

see,  even in  General  Senthumule 's  own statement ,  now the 

supplementary statement  that  she just  submit ted,  where she 

says she was in t roduced to a lady as Ms Mat la la .   Then 

la ter  was in t roduced to Mr Mat la la .    

 Now,  one of  them asked me and said,  Mr Mat la la  

wants to  make a  turn because h is wi fe i s  here,  he must  10 

come fetch h is wi fe.   Do you mind?  And then I  d id  not  say I  

do not  mind.   The way I  responded,  i t  was af te r  qui te  some 

t ime because I  do not  remember in  what  context  i t  

happened,  but  I  d id  not  send that  message that  sa id  Cat  to  

make a tu rn .    

 Because remember,  a t  that  point  in  t ime,  Chai r ,  l i ke  

the former Min is ter  Bheki  Cele  sa id the eyes then that  

looked at  Cat  a re  not  the same eyes that  look at  h im now.  

There was noth ing wrong at  that  point  in  t ime that  we could 

say there was a problem that  we know of ,  that  the man was 20 

under invest igat ion,  or  he was just  one of  the people that  

we were used to.    

 And me,  in  my case,  I  was get t ing used to h im,  but  

he was not  my f r iend.   So that  is  why I  wrote that  message 

and said  Cat  to  make a turn to  me,  i t  was not  real ly  a b ig 
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deal .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So when you said ask  Cat  to  make a  

turn,  i t  was a f r iendly inv i ta t ion for  h im to jo in  you at  the 

celebrat ion?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Not  necessar i ly  an inv i ta t ion,  but  

because of  the fact  that ,  to  me,  I  thought  they f i rs t  wanted 

to check whether  I  was comfor tab le or  not  because there 

were not  many people inv i ted.   I  then said,  no,  ask  Cat  to  

make a tu rn.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so i t  is  an inv i ta t ion.    10 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Wel l ,  i f  i t  is  what  i t  is ,  then I  wi l l  accept  

i t .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  want  to  be c lear  about  th is  because 

you sent  a message to Sergeant  Nkosi ,  you said,  ask  Cat  to  

make a turn,  and he says he  wi l l  be there in  30 minutes.   

And your explanat ion is ,  you are having a ce lebrat ion and 

there was a request  fo r  h im to come and jo in and to be  

present  at  the celebrat ions,  r ight?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Not  to  be present .   Because,  remember  

…[intervenes] .  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    What  does make a tu rn mean?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    He was expected to come because he 

had to come fetch h is wi fe.   But  then they were not  sure  

whether  he would  be welcomed.   That  is  when I  sa id,  ask  

Cat  to  make a tu rn.   How I  tempted,  maybe,  or  how I  put  th e 
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words,  th is  i s  how they came at  that  point  in  t ime.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  th ink I  am missing something.   You 

said that  you were in formed tha t  Mr Mat la la  would be 

coming.   Would i t  be okay?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Ja,  somebody would say,  would you 

mind,  do you want  to  come?  His wi fe i s  here,  he wants to  

come.   Do you have a problem?  At  that  point  in  t ime,  I  am 

not  sure whether  I  responded at  the same t ime or  not ,  but  I  

d id  g ive consent  that  he can come.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and so how long was he there  10 

for?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  cannot  –  I  never sat  wi th  Cat ,  not  even 

for  a moment .   So I  cannot  say how long was he there fo r .   

A l l  I  know is  that  I  d id  bump into h im,  and then not  more 

than an hour they were gone.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so he was socia l is ing.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I f  you want  to  ca l l  i t  socia l i s ing,  I  cannot  

help i t .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  I  mean,  you d id say i t  was a smal l  

gather ing,  i t  was only about  20 people.  20 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Ja,  i t  was not  for  adul ts ,  i t  was for  my 

son 's engagement .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  th ink,  you know,  General ,  you should 

have a look at  your  statement  on th is .   Sor ry,  i t  is  the 

statement  f rom th is  morning,  because your vers ion there is  
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a  l i t t le  d i f ferent  f rom what  you are saying now.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    That  is  at  22.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    22,  thank you.   Thank you.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Page 6,  General ,  paragraph 22.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Paragraph 22?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  and your vers ion here,  maybe you 

want  to  read.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Should I  read i t?    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can you read f rom 22?  Ja,  unt i l  the end 

of  that  sect ion.  10 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :     

“On 14 September 2024,  my wi fe  and I  

hosted a surpr ise engagement  

ce lebrat ion fo r  my son and h is f iancée at  

our  res idence.   The gather ing was 

in t imate in  nature,  at tended pr imar i l y  by 

c lose fami ly  and f r iends .   A  l imi ted 

number of  senior  of f icers f rom head 

of f ice were a lso  inv i ted,  inc luding Maj -

Gen Thema and General  Senthumule . ”  20 

Now,  I  do not  know,  ear l ier  the Chai rperson said to  me you 

were quick to  cor rect  some of  the th ings and then some you 

keep quiet .   I  d id  not  inv i te  General  Thema.   She was 

a l ready on pens ion,  and then she is  a c lose f r iend of  

General  Senthumule .   General  Senthumule  came wi th 
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General  Thema,  and General  Thema is  a c lose f r iend of  Ms 

Mat la la 's  wi fe .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Must  I  proceed?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :     

“ I  p lace on record  that  I  d id  not  inv i te  Ms 

Mat la la  to  the event ,  nor  d id I  in i t ia l l y  

inv i te  Mr Mat la la .   Mr Mat la la  at tended 

the funct ion on the inv i ta t ion of  General  10 

Thema.   She ar r ived ear l ie r  in  the course 

of  the event .   As the af ternoon 

progressed,  General  Thema informed me 

that  Ms Mat la la  had consumed a lcohol  

and was hesi tant  to  dr ive hersel f  home.   I  

was conveyed that  she wished for  her  

husband to co l lec t  her . ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Cont inue.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Must  I  cont inue :  

“ I t  was only that  s tage and in  those 20 

c i rcumstances that  Mr Mat la la  at tended 

the event  and fo r  the l imi ted purpose of  

co l lect ing h is  wi fe.   I  pause to ment ion  

that  I  a lso communicated wi th Sergeant  

Nkosi  and advised that  he could convey 
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to  Mr Mat la la  that  he was permi t ted to 

at tend the residence,  g iv ing Sergeant  

Nkosi 's  c lose acquaintance wi th  h im.  

Sergeant  Nkosi  had been assist ing  me 

wi th cer ta in log ist i ca l  ar rangements 

re lat ing to the event  dur ing the course of  

the day.   At  the t ime in  quest ion,  he was 

br ie f ly  at tending to a  personal  er rand.   I t  

was in  those c i rcumstances that  Mr 

Mat la la  at tended the residence.   His 10 

at tendance was l imi ted in  durat ion.   

Whi le  he entered the home and br ie f ly  

socia l i sed,  th is  was inc identa l  to  

co l lect ing h is  wi fe.   He remained for  no 

more than approximate ly an hour  before 

they departed. ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So when you communica te wi th  

Sergeant  Nkosi  to  make a turn,  you do not  say to Sergeant  

Nkosi  –  i t  does not  ind icate to  Sergeant  Nkosi  that  you are 

g iv ing permission  to co l lect  h is  wi fe or  that  there is  an 20 

issue,  that  h is  wi fe cannot  dr ive or  anyth ing l ike tha t .   Why 

is  that?  How are  we to in terpret  that?  Because i t  does not  

sound l i ke somebody who you are saying,  you know,  you 

need th is  permiss ion to come col lect  your  wi fe because your  

wi fe…  



    23 FEBRUARY 2026 – DAY 65 

Page 148  o f  249  

 

 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  was not  host i le .   We were not  host i le .   

There was no host i le  re lat ionship between me and Mr  

Mat la la  in  such a way that  I  could spel l  i t  out  in  that  

fashion.   To me,  i t  –  remember,  in  that  moment ,  a t  that  

t ime,  you d id  not  know and th ink  of  a  moment  l i ke  th is  one.   

So i t  is  just  something that  was happening out  of  tu rn .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  why would you then need to –  i f  Ms 

Mat la la  i s  there and her  f r iend is  there and they say is  i t  

okay,  she would l ike her  husband to jo in ,  why do you then 

need to contact  Sergeant  Nkosi  to  ask h im to inv i te  Mr  10 

Mat la la  to  make a  turn?  I f  a l l  you are doing is  saying,  ja ,  i t  

is  f ine,  i f  she would l i ke h im to jo in ,  why not  leave i t  to  the  

wi fe to  communicate wi th  her  husband to say th is  i s  where I  

am?  Why do you need to contact  Sergeant  Nkosi  to  make 

the arrangement?    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Remember that  in  some instances there  

has been s i tuat ions where you f ind  that  a wi fe i s  inv i ted to a  

par ty but  the husband is  not  necessar i ly  inv i ted to a par ty.   

And then the husband cannot  just  show up because h is wi fe  

is  there.   And the fact  that  maybe a lso i t  was to my house 20 

and said,  look,  i f  i t  is  there,  just  check wi th  the General  

whether  he wi l l  m ind or  not ,  but  I  do not  say th is  is  how i t  

happened.   But  in  my case,  I  was to ld that  Mr Mat la la  wants  

to  come and fetch h is wi fe and so  he wi l l  be coming down 

here,  I  hope you do not  mind.  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  but  that  was not  communicated to 

you by Mr Nkosi .   That  was communicated to you by the  

people at  your  house.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So once you say to them I  do not  mind,  

why do you not  then leave i t  to  them?  They can then say,  

we have spoken to General  S ib iya,  he has got  no problem ,  

and then he comes.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes,  but  I  d id .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Why d id you need to go  through 10 

Sergeant  Nkosi?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Not  that  I  needed to go th rough Sergeant  

Nkosi ,  but  at  some point  I  d id  communicate to  Nkosi  

because I  know that  he knows Cat .   And then I  sa id ,  no,  te l l  

Cat  to  make a tu rn,  he must  not  be  af ra id.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    He knows that  you know Cat?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    We are past  tha t  s tage.   He knows that  I  

know Cat .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And I  would l i ke  to  take you just  

to  what  Mr Mat la la 's  vers ion is  on th is ,  and that  i s  at  Fi le  6 .   20 

I t  is  a lso an audio record ing .   I t  is  the one pr ior  to  the one 

we just  l is tened to.   So i t  is  Fi le  6,  page 629.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Page?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Page 629.  

CHAIRPERSON :    629.   Thank you.    
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So,  you know,  i t  s tar ts  a l i t t le  

ear l ie r .   You are  f ree to read f rom the beginning of  the  

t ranscr ip t  i f  you wish .   I t  is  a  d iscussion about  quest ions 

regard ing Sergeant  Nkosi  and you ,  and then i t  comes 

around in  629 to the d iscussion about  EFTs.   And the male 

speaker  2 says he wants something l ike dates,  car  that  you 

were using,  where is  the car ,  the  routes,  th ings l i ke that .   

Do you see that?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And then three l ines down ,  so 10 

l ine 13 on that  page ,  Mr Mat la la  says:  

“ I  was dr iv ing a  Rol ls  Royce.   I  had a 

Rol ls  Royce. ”  

And then the t ranscr ip t  does not  capture the  rest .   And then 

male speaker 2 :  

“What  d id h is  son want? ”  

And then Mr Mat la la :  

“ I t  was a par ty  …[ ind ist inct ] .   When I  got  

to  the par ty  …[ind ist inct ] . ”  

And then Wi tness C says :  20 

“D i d  you wi thdraw that  money? ”  

And Mr Mat la la  says:  

“Ja,  but  remember,  I  wi l l  w i thdraw maybe 

500 and then g ive h im 300.   Ja ,  so I  

remember,  do you want  cars or  p laces,  et  
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cetera. ”  

So what  he  was saying here is  that  he came to the par ty.   

He is  saying i t  seems that  he came in a Rol ls  Royce,  for  

what  that  is  worth ,  and that  he came wi th money,  but  he 

said,  remember,  I  wi l l  w i thdraw maybe  R500.   I  th ink he 

probably means more than just  R500.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    500 000.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Something  l i ke  that .   And then Mr 

Mat la la  a lso says:  

“ I  a lso went  to  h is  p lot ,  h is  townhouse. ”  10 

And then he says :  

“ I  was dr iv ing a Benz. ”  

Okay.   So that  is  Mr Mat la la 's  vers ion f rom here,  just  

regard ing the par ty.   There are other  th ings,  but  for  the  

moment ,  what  i s  your  response to that?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Chai r ,  I  have a screenshot  of  the  fami ly  

meet ing,  the group  th ing that  we have,  and how each one of  

them were cont r ibut ing.   This one buying th is ,  th is  one 

saying I  wi l l  buy th is ,  th is  one saying I  wi l l  buy the cake ,  

th is  one,  I  wi l l  br ing th is .   And then I  sa id,  okay,  I  wi l l  br ing  20 

th is  back.   I t  was just  for  20 people.   That  d id not  need 

even 300 000.   My fami ly  paid everyth ing 100% for  what  

was going on.   So I  want  to  share i t ,  and I  want  them to a lso  

d isp lay i t ,  because th is  i s  a fami ly  meet ing.   And then I  do 

not  know how I  can be assisted that  they be a lso  shown 
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there.   The same way we see th is  one,  le t  th is  

communicat ion be shown there  because th is  is  what  

happened.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Just  te l l  us what  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry ,  Ms Hassim.   You refer red  to 500  

000.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    R500.    

CHAIRPERSON :    R500?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    R500 ,  not  R500 000.    10 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    R500 is  500 000.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry?  Rand,  r -a -n-d.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No,  we d id not  need R500 ,  qu i te  

honest ly  speaking.   Remember i t  was at  the la te stage,  and 

i t  was a lmost  done,  basica l ly .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So the  audio c l ip ,  and we could p lay  the 

audio c l ip ,  Chai r ,  but  the audio c l ip  refers to  500  000.   And 

what  i t  i s  suggest ing in  the audio  c l ip ,  the  t ranscr ip t  has 

these ind ist inct  in  between,  so i t  is  not  qui te  comple te.   500  

000,  suggest ing that  he takes cash,  basica l ly ,  to  General  20 

S ib iya.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    They ta lk  about  500  000.   Actual ly ,  I  

th ink i t  is  something l i ke 300  000.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You l is tened to that  audio c l ip?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.   I  l is tened as he was test i fy ing,  but  
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obviously I  know that  the evidence is  you bel ieve so much 

in  that  th ing  …[intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  no,  no.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do not ,  and i t  is  not  r ight .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  no,  no,  no ,  no,  no.   P lease,  p lease 

do not  do that .   P lease do not  do that .   I  am not  bel iev ing in  

anyth ing.   I  am put t ing to you the  evidence that  has been 

p laced before th is  Commission .   I t  is  only fa i r  to  you that  

you are g iven an opportuni ty  to  respond to th is  

…[intervenes] .  10 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  want  to  respond.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And a st ra ight  answer would  benef i t  

you.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Chai r ,  I  want  to  respond by showing the 

group that  was created by my wi fe wi th the fami ly  and k ids.   

I  th ink i t  is  about  s ix  k ids,  a l l  o f  them adul ts .   They are 

waking.   And then th is  one said,  th is  is  what  I  wi l l  do ,  th is  is  

what  I  wi l l  do ,  th is  is  what  I  wi l l  do to support  our  brother .   

And here is  i t .   I  do not  know i f  I  should just  read them into 

the record or  just  a t tach them so that  they are seen there.   20 

And then you can see even the date f rom 11 September  

…[intervenes] .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Chai r ,  can I?  Sor ry,  General .   Let  me 

stop you.   I  accept  your  word fo r  i t ,  Chai r .   I  have no 

problem wi th that .   I  can understand that  in  a fami ly  set t ing  
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that  is  how i t  works.   People cont r ibute.   But  i t  does not  

answer th is  quest ion,  which is  a response to th is  ev idence 

about  Mr Mat la la  saying he came to the par ty and that  he  

came wi th cash.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    You see,  Chai r ,  in  a l l  fa i rness,  i t  is  

important  that  when the ev idence leader t r ied to 

demonst rate that  Mr Mat la la  came and he cont r ibuted to my 

son 's engagement ,  then I  demonst rate that  no,  no,  no,  no,  

no,  no.   Everyth ing that  happened there,  we car r ied as a 

fami ly .   S tar t ing f rom my wi fe went  wi th a credi t  card to  10 

Spar to  buy the grocer ies for  a smal l  number of  people that  

were there.   And then others bought  cakes and then we 

bought  th is .    

 We d id not  need R300 000.   We d id not  need money  

f rom Mr Mat la la .   And I  qu i te  honest ly  th ink I  d id  not  need 

i t .   We d id not  need i t .   We d id not  ask for  i t .   And then i f  i t  

was in  a chance  that  he going to br ing that  amount  of  

money,  at  that  point  in  t ime,  at  that  la te hour,  he  would  

have done i t  maybe in  the ear ly ,  dur ing the day so that  I  

can use i t  to  spend.   But  because i t  was not  even  –  I  d id  not  20 

even inv i te  people.   Not  even,  there was no f r iend of  mine.   

Not  even one.    

 So I  am demonst rat ing here that  we paid and we 

carr ied the cost  and everyth ing tha t  was there,  you can see 

even yoursel f  tha t  no,  no,  no ,  here  the fami ly  were work ing 
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together  in  deal ing wi th th is  whole  th ing.   So,  p lease,  th is  

th ing of  the 300  000,  I  am throwing i t  away.   I  am re ject ing  

i t  r ight  away f rom the onset .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   I  am not  going to  –  i t  is  s t i l l  not  

answer ing me.   I  d id  not  put  i t  to  you that  i t  was for  the 

purposes of  the engagement  or  fo r  paying for  that  evening.   

I  do not  know what  i t  could have been fo r .   I  am jus t  put t ing  

to you what  Mr Mat la la says.   Right .   So to say,  wel l ,  no,  we 

paid fo r  the engagement ,  we d id i t  in  these var ious ways,  

does not  answer the quest ion d i rect ly .  10 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Chair  …[ intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Perhaps i t  does in  th is  sense and 

perhaps I  am suggest ing that  you should move on ,  Ms 

Hassim.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.    

CHAIRPERSON :    He answers i t  in  the sense that  he  denies 

ever  having needed the money.   And then,  of  course,  he  

goes on to g ive the reason as to why he possib ly  could not  

have needed i t .   But  par t  o f  that  says I  d id  not  need i t ,  I  d id  

not  receive i t .   So,  in  a sense,  he does answer i t .  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  am happy to move of f  th is .   I  th ink we 

are not  going to get  fur ther  wi th th is .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Are you looking at  that  top ic,  



    23 FEBRUARY 2026 – DAY 65 

Page 156  o f  249  

 

 

Advocate Hassim?  I  have one quest ion on th is  top ic .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  just  want  to  conf i rm one th ing  before 

you do so,  Commissioner Khumalo .   Do you conf i rm that  

General  Shib i r i  was present  at  th is?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And he was aware  that  Mr  

Mat la la was going to be arr iv ing?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  would not  say so,  because General  

Shib i r i  was arr iv ing f rom China at  that  point  in  t ime.   

Because when I  ca l led h im,  he just  sa id I  just  landed or  10 

ar r ived.   Someth ing l ike that .   But  he was not  around  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    General ,  you make a l l  your  answers very  

long.   Can you p lease t ry  to  shor ten your answers?  

Because the quest ion is  a s imple  one.   Was General  Shib i r i  

aware that  Mr Mat la la would be there?  I f  you know he was,  

you say,  yes,  he was.   I f  you do not  know,  you say,  I  do not  

know.   I f  you know that  he d id not  know,  then you say,  no.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  rea l l y  do not  know,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry?   20 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do not  know.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  General .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thanks.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And then may that  request  p lease,  p lease 

apply to  a l l  your  answers?  I  do know that  there are 
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instances where you may want  to  g ive an explanat ion ,  but  i t  

cannot  be in  respect  of  a l l  your  responses.   Thank you,  

General .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Chai r ,  I  have a quest ion to ask.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes,  yes.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    What  is  the status of  th is  wi tness 's 

statement?  How do we –  what  is  i ts  s tatus?  Is  i t  a  

confession?  I s  i t  an admission?  Or is  i t  just  an 

in ter rogat ion?  Because I  am being asked on something that  

could have been obta ined unlawfu l l y  as wel l .   Or as 10 

determined by Mr  Mat la la  as being AI -generated and say,  I  

denied th is  and I  denied th is  and I  never sa id th is .   Or the 

c i rcumstances under which th is  statement  was undertaken, 

where they went  and booked h im and then spent  f ive hours  

wi th h im in ter rogat ing h im.    

 Now,  whatever they said about  me,  because they 

want  me,  now I  am responding to  the statement  that  were  

made by the sergeants when in  fac t  they are ta lk ing about  a  

confession that  was obta ined by Mr Mat la la  that  was 

supposed to have been –  they are jun ior  of f ic ia ls ,  they are 20 

sergeants.    

 They were supposed to,  when a person begins to  

make an unequivocal  s tatement  that  i f  i t  were to be  made in  

cour t  would amount  to  a p lea of  gui l ty  or  a confession or  an  

admission,  then which means,  then there are cer ta in 
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procedures that  need to be fo l lowed.   And in  th is  regard,  we 

are ta lk ing about  a statement  where people just  ca l led and 

went  to  book a person out ,  sat  wi th  a person out  for  s ix  

hours and saying  i t  was an in formal  d iscussion.   And then 

as a resul t ,  I  just  want  to  be assisted.    

 Where do we posi t ion th is  th ing?  Was i t  an 

admission made by Mr Mat la la?  Admit ted?  Is  i t  admi t ted?  

Was i t  a  confession?  Because I  am now –  why I  am worr ied  

is  the fact  that  I  know the status  of  PKTT in te rms of  so  

badly want ing to  get  hold of  me consider ing the fact  that  10 

they have been to Mr Mat la la  many t imes,  even in  ja i l ,  and 

saying to h im g ive us S ib iya,  we wi l l  take you out ,  we wi l l  

leave you out .   We are prepared to  even leave that  case of  

Thobejane as long as you g ive us S ib iya.   Work wi th  us.  

 Now,  I  am in th is  s i tuat ion now where I  am being 

quest ioned on the statement  that  was obta ined by PKTT ,  

jun ior  members  saying th is  i s  what  Mat la la  to ld us.   

Whether  he was being assaul ted or  was under duress,  I  do  

not  know.   But  I  am just  worr ied  about  the fact  that  I  am 

responding to a s tatement  that  I  do not  know what  i ts  real  20 

status is  in  f ront  of  the  Commissioners.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ms Hassim?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    General ,  i t  is  what  I  descr ibed ear l ie r ,  

which is  ev idence that  has been in t roduced to the  

Commission  by Wi tness C,  who was there when he was 
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quest ion ing Mr Mat la la ,  and that  is  a l l  i t  is .   This is  not  a 

cr iminal  t r ia l .   This i s  ev idence that  emerged dur ing the  

course of  th is  commission 's hear ings.   I  hear  you speaking 

a lo t  about  th is  p lot  that  is  against  you and that  Wi tness C 

and that  a l l  o f  the people who were responsib le fo r  

ar rest ing Mr Mat la la  are actual ly  doing i t  as par t  o f  a  p lot  

against  you ,  but  that  does not  take away f rom what ,  in  h is  

own voice,  Mr Mat la la  has said.  

 You can say i t  was AI -generated,  that  is  f ine.   I  am 

put t ing i t  to  you so  you can respond,  you can admi t  i t ,  you 10 

can deny i t ,  you can say whatever  you want  to  say about  

what  Mr Mat la la  a l legedly sa id,  i f  you want  to  put  i t  that  

way.   And that  is  i t .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ms K i l l ian,  do you wish to say anyth ing 

on th is?   

ADV KILLIAN SC :    I  agree wi th  the evidence leader that  

the status and the admissib i l i t y  of  the evidence is  not  what  

is  to  be invest iga ted,  but  s imply th is  is  what  somebody said 

and fo r  that  purpose a lone,  the wi tness is  asked to respond.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Ms Ki l l ian.   20 

General ,  a t  th is  stage –  just  a  minute .   General ,  we have 

heard your point ,  but  at  th is  stage we would want  you to 

respond to the quest ions.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  wi l l  respond,  Chai r .    

CHAIRPERSON :    I  th ink Commissioner Khumalo  had a 
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quest ion,  or  was i t?    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Much la ter ,  Chai r .    

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Let  h im f in ish the answer  to  the 

quest ion.   

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .   Thank you.   Sorry,  sor ry,  Ms 

Hassim.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Would you l ike to  answer?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  thought  I  responded ,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja.   I  would suggest  that  rather  repeat  10 

your quest ion.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   No,  i t  was real ly  to  respond to 

what  Mr Mat la la  i s  saying,  that  he came to your house,  that  

he came in a Rol ls  Royce,  that  he  had wi thdrawn cash and 

that  i t  was 500  000,  but  that  300 …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  th ink we deal t  wi th  and put  the quest ion 

of  the money to bed.   He denied the b i t  about  the money.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes,  yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  for  some reason,  the  wi tness 20 

reopened i t  and said he was quest ion ing the status of  i t ,  so  

I  thought  he wanted to come back to that  quest ion.   But  i f  

you do not  have anyth ing e lse to say on i t ,  we can move of f  

i t .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do.   Chai r ,  the only quest ion,  and 
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wi thout  any waste of  t ime,  i s  that  over  and above the fact  

that  some of  these a l legat ions are a l legat ions that  can 

real ly  be conf i rmed.   I f  a  person ta lks about  EFT or  

whatever  cash or  whatever ,  we must  be able to  a lso 

produce that  they are on that  day as wel l ,  he went  to  the 

bank and he wi thdrew 500  000,  and then th is  i s  the  money.   

When asked about  that ,  he said,  Mr Mat la la 's  got  too many 

accounts,  but  le t  us a lso see i f  maybe on that  day,  d id he 

ever  real l y  wi thdraw money or  t ransfer  any money.    

 I  mean,  the Commission has got  invest igators.   i t  is  10 

a point  that  we are supposed to  be assured and we can 

conf i rm that  poin t  as wel l .   But  a l l  I  can say,  I  would not  

real ly  put  my fami ly  through th is  th ing of  my k ids.   They are  

st ruggl ing themselves f rom thei r  own l i t t le  corners.   Another  

one said,  okay,  I  wi l l  buy a cake.   This one said,  no,  I  wi l l  

buy th is  one,  and then I  wi l l  cont r ibute here to support  our  

brother .    

 And then the next  th ing,  when I  know that ,  no,  no,  

no,  no,  I  have got  500  000,  I  would say,  no,  do not  worry,  

guys,  and then I  wi l l  put  actual ly  50  000 and say go deal  20 

wi th th is  th ing  and then I  keep quiet  wi th  the 250  000 and 

see what  I  do ,  bu t  that  i s  not  the case.   So I  deny th is  th ing 

of  the EFT,  the 500  000.   i t  is  just  be ing mal ic ious.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Hassim? 

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  have no fu r ther  quest ions on th is .   I  
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am going to move of f .   Commissioner Khumalo?   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    On the 14 September event?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.   General ,  I  have just  a  few 

quest ions.   So when Mr Mat la la  came to  your house,  i t  was 

la te at  n ight .   I  am assuming i t  was around 8 o 'c lock?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    That  i s  cor rect .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.   And when somebody who has 

never been to your house before comes to your house that  

la te at  n ight ,  you would open the gate for  h im?  How else  10 

would he get  in to your house?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No,  no,  no,  no,  no,  no,  no,  no,  no,  no,  

Chai r  …[intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  d id  you open the gate for  

h im?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  am t ry ing to expla in to  you.   I  have 

secur i t y  at  the gate that  opens the gate and c loses the gate  

when we have an event .    So that  people that  are inv i ted,  

they cannot  ca l l  in  every now and then,  someone must  go.   

So one of  the people that  I  ask that  works wi th me or  that  20 

we ask the gardener wi l l  be at  the gate.   As a car  comes in ,  

they wi l l  open the  gate.   And then as a car  d r ives out ,  they 

wi l l  open the gate.   So nobody comes every now and then 

cal l  me,  open the  gate.   Somet imes they cannot  –  I  cannot  

even hear the phone or  I  do not  f ind my phone somewhere.   
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So we normal ly  make provis ion for  someone to be at  the 

gate.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So d id you te l l  that  person that  Mr  

Mat la la  wi l l  be coming to your house and they must  open for  

h im?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No,  I  do  not  te l l  a  person that  Mr S o-and-

So wi l l  come.   You are at  the gate and then you know there  

is  an event  at  home.   Whoever  comes open the gate,  

whoever goes open the gate.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And when the gate was opened for  10 

h im,  d id you go to meet  h im and in t roduce yoursel f  or  h im 

in t roduce h imsel f?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Not  at  a l l .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    There was no greet ing?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No,  l ike he said,  I  bumped onto h im .   I t  is  

not  l i ke I  was see ing h im for  the f i rs t  t ime.   So I  met  h im,  I  

bumped onto h im,  we greeted and then he went  and jo ined 

h is wi fe.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Understand me,  he is  coming to your  

house for  the f i rs t  t ime.   I  mean when you go to somebody 20 

e lse 's  house for  the f i rs t  t ime,  you greet  them and they 

welcome you in to the i r  house.   Did that  not  happen?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No,  i t  is  not  how i t  happens in  a l l  

instances,  espec ia l ly  under condi t ions l i ke those  and 

consider ing  the fact  that  my house is  there  …[intervenes] .  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    You love expla in ing.   You can just  

say that  d id not  happen and then we leave i t  there.   So I  do 

not  want  you to  g ive a genera l  –  my concern wi th your  

or ig inal  s tatement ,  i t  is  90 pages long.   Remember,  we have 

been through i t  over  the past  three days.   And f rom 

paragraph 161,  you address a l legat ions concern ing your  

purpor ted re lat ionship wi th Mr Mat la la .  

 And a l l  you say in  four  paragraphs is  that  there was 

a meet ing in  January 2024.   That  is  i t .   You do not  ment ion 

that  there was an occasion where he was inv i ted  to your  10 

house and there was a par ty  and he d id at tend ,  

c i rcumstances of  h is  at tendance and he spent  an  hour at  

your  house.   Why is  i t  that  you d id not  consider  important  to 

deal  wi th  that  in  your  statement  before th is  Commission?   

 Why does i t  have to come by way of  a 

supplementary statement  when other  people l ike General  

Senthumule  ment ioned where they met  Mr Mat la la ,  that  they 

met  h im at  your  house and only  then do you vo lunteer  

in format ion to th is  Commission  tha t ,  oh,  yes,  in  fact ,  he was 

at  my house.   There was an event  at  my house and th is  20 

were the c i rcumstances.   Why is  i t  that  you d id not  ment ion  

th is  in  your  90 -page statement  when you devoted a sect ion  

of  your  statement  to  a l legat ions about  your  re lat ionship wi th 

Mr Mat la la?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  th ink ,  Chai r .  I  respond to a quest ion  
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that  I  am being asked  and when I  d raf ted the statement ,  I  

draf ted the statement  and focused on the  point  a t  hand.   

Now,  i f  where I  d id  not  inc lude i t ,  and then i t  is  something 

that  I  can speak to both in  wr i t ing or  o ra l ,  that  is  the case.   

I f  ever  maybe perhaps I  d id  not  inc lude i t  and then i t  is  

something that  I  am responding to and probed or  ask a 

quest ion,  because somet imes I  am not  in  the same mindset  

as the evidence leader who is  there to ask quest ions and I  

must  respond.   But  in  my case,  when I  d raf t  something,  

when we draf t  a  response on a  par t icu lar  point ,  we asked a 10 

lo t  o f  quest ions.   But  somet imes I  wi l l  say th is  is  about ,  i f  

you are not  asked about  th is ,  then why put  i t  in?   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  bu t  you are speaking about  

your  re lat ionship  wi th Mr Mat la la  and you are devot ing a 

sect ion of  your  90 -page statement .   Remember why you are 

here.   You are here to assist  the Commission to establ ish  

facts.   You do not  wai t  unt i l  people make a l legat ions  and 

then only then do you say,  oh,  I  was hoping they were not  

going to ment ion  th is .   Now that  they have ment ioned i t ,  

then I  wi l l  deal  wi th  i t  in  a supplementary,  because i t  is  the  20 

same issue wi th the impalas.    

 You say none of  th is .   I f  you were not  a l lowed to  

f i le  a supplementary statement ,  we would have been le f t  

wi th  the impression that  you only  met  Mr Mat la la  once in  

January 2024,  and that  was i t .   We would not  have known 
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that  actual ly  he was at  your  house,  at  your  par ty .   Only 

when General  Senthumule  ment ions i t  in  her  statement  and 

you depose to a  supplementary s tatement  where you are 

responding to  General  Senthumule 's  statement ,  on ly  then 

do you g ive the  Commission these facts,  and I  f ind that  

t roubl ing.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    And I  rea l l y  am not  so sure whether  

anyway I  have never referred to i t ,  but  what  I  know is  that  I  

th ink I  can a lso a t  th is  point  in  t ime a lso remember whether  

at  Ad Hoc Commit tee  I  was ever  asked about  i t .   I  was 10 

never asked about  i t ,  and then even now I  was never asked 

about  i t  upon t i l l  i t  is  being ment ioned.   That  i s  when I  

respond to i t .    

 So that  is  why i t  is  not  a quest ion of  one is  

wi thhold ing in format ion or  h id ing in format ion,  because I  am 

prepared to respond,  and I  am responding.   I f  I  ask about  

something,  I  wi l l  respond to i t .   But  i f  i t  was never asked,  I  

kept  i t  shor t .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  am leaving i t  there for  now.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And then factor  in to that  what  M s Hassim 20 

has a l ready ra ised wi th you,  which  is  S ergeant  Nkosi  says 

that  he is  dropping the Gogos ,  then coming to you,  and you 

then say,  ask Cat  to  make a turn.   So i f  you look at  what  

Commissioner  Khumalo  is  ra is ing  wi th you and what  I  have 

just  read to you now,  to  an ord inary reader,  that  sounds l i ke 
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you were just  inv i t ing Mr Mat la la .   This idea that  he was 

coming to p ick up h is wi fe who had taken a lo t  o f  l iquor 

does not  make much sense.   Because a l l  you would  say to  

h im is ,  and by the way,  Ms Mat la la  needs to be p icked up,  

p lease ask her  to  come pick her  up.   You do not  say,  ask 

Cat  to  make a tu rn.   You were inv i t ing h im.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I f  th is  is  maybe how Commissioners  

maybe see i t ,  I  w i l l  rea l l y ,  f rom where I  am s i t t ing,  just  due 

to the fact  that  when I  sa id ask Cat  to  make a turn ,  in  my 

mind I  was imply ing that  you can ask h im to make a turn.   I t  10 

does not  real l y  mat ter .   I  do not  have a problem.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Who had said anyth ing  about  a problem?  

That  is  the th ing.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No,  I  am …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sergeant  Nkosi ,  a f ter  d ropping of f  these  

Gogos ,  I  am coming to you.   So you are basica l l y  saying,  

a lso ask Mr Mat la la  to  come as wel l .   That  i s ,  in  context ,  

that  is  what  th is  means.   This th ing about  Ms Mat la la  and so  

on and Mr Mat la la  having to come pick her  up because she 

cannot  dr ive ,  in  context ,  i t  s imply does not  make sense.    20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  you are  shaking your head.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Are you shaking or  nodding?  I  th ink he is  

nodding.   I  th ink the genera l  is  nodding.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No,  no.   I t  is  the Chai r ’ s  v iewpoint  on  

th is  th ing  and i t  i s  not  a fact  that  I  th ink I  should  take any 
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fur ther  when the Chai r  says i t  does not  make sense to me.   

So to  me,  I  cannot  argue any fu r ther  when the Chai r  i s  

…[intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  no,  no.   Ord inar i l y ,  people  do not  

speak l ike that .   [Vernacular ]… we do not  speak l i ke that .   

A l l  I  am saying is ,  I  mean,  you would say  …[vernacular ] .   

That  is  how you put  i t .   P lease ask Ms Mat la la  to  come,  Mr  

Mat la la  to  come p ick up h is wi fe.   I  am t ranslat ing fo r  those 

who d id not  hear.   That  is  how an ord inary,  ord inary 

conversat ion wou ld go.   So I  am not  t ry ing to  gratu i tously  10 

at tack you or  anyth ing.   I  am just  ta lk ing about  how people 

would ta lk  normal ly .   Do you not  accept  that?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    This i s  how people ta lk  normal ly ,  Chai r .   

But  how i t  happened at  that  t ime,  I  cannot  a lso at  th is  point  

in  t ime descr ibe i t  anyhow to say,  why d id I  put  i t  l ike that?   

But  I  sa id,  ask Cat  to  make a turn .   And to,  as fa r  as  I  am 

concerned,  there was noth ing wrong.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  General .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  maybe st i l l  on th is .   When you 

say to Mr Mat la la  he can make a turn and you do not  say to  20 

Sergeant  Nkosi  the reason that  you are g iv ing us now ,  you 

do appreciate that  Mr Mat la la  would not  have known that  

you are asking h im to come and p ick up h is wi fe.   Only  you 

would have known that ,  because you do not  te l l  Sergeant  

Nkosi  why Mr Mat la la  should make a tu rn.   And so Sergeant  
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Nkosi  does not  te l l  Mr Mat la la  why he is  being asked to  

make a turn   He could only,  therefore,  both of  them,  in  fact ,  

Nkosi  and Mat la la  could only th ink that  he is  being inv i ted  

to your house.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    We d id not  th ink so,  Commissioner,  

because a l ready Mr Mat la la  was in  constant  communicat ion  

wi th h is  wi fe,  I  guess,  under  normal  c i rcumstances  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  no,  no.   Do not  guess,  General .   No,  

do not  guess.   You have g iven us what  you say are the  10 

facts.   You say someone,  they spoke to you to check i f  you 

would be okay or  have a problem wi th Mr  Mat la la  coming to  

the house.   So you state that  is  a  fact .   You then respond 

by inst ruct ing Sergeant  Nkosi  to  te l l  h im to make a turn   So 

what  I  am saying to you is ,  wi th  what  you have to ld us,  you 

must  admi t  o r  you must  accept  that  Mr  Mat la la  would not  

have known f rom you,  at  least ,  communicat ing to Sergeant  

Nkosi  that ,  in  fact ,  he was being ca l led to come and col lect  

h is  wi fe.   Just  as we would not  have known unt i l  you star ted  

saying they to ld me that  h is  wi fe cannot  dr ive.   Just  looking 20 

at  th is  correspondence.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Commissioner,  i f  you remember very  

wel l ,  Mr Mat la la  h imsel f  d id  ind ica te that  he received a ca l l  

f rom his wi fe to  come fetch her .   He d id ind icate tha t  at  the 

Ad Hoc.  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   I  am not  aware of  that  ev idence.   

I  am deal ing wi th your  –  I  mean,  I  would l ike to  bel ieve,  I  do 

not  want  to  th ink that  you are ta i lo r ing your ev idence to  

accord wi th what  Mr Mat la la  sa id.   He may wel l  have l ied,  

been ly ing,  and I  th ink i t  is  best  that  you do not  refer  to  h im 

because then i t  g ives the impression,  i t  may g ive the 

impression that  you are ta i lor ing your ev idence to  accord  

wi th what  he has said.    

 I  am asking you about  that  date.   What  happened 

on that  date?  Forget  what  Mr Mat la la  and h is wi fe may or  10 

may not  have been d iscussing.   You say to us,  you have 

th is  par ty.   They te l l  you,  they ask you,  they te l l  you that  Ms 

Mat la la  wi l l  not  be able to  dr ive  and they ask you,  would  

you mind,  would you have a problem wi th Mr Mat la la  coming 

to your house to p ick her  up?  You act ion i t .  

 And that  is  what  these words of  exchanges are  

about .   You act ion i t  by te l l ing Sergeant  Nkosi  to  te l l  Mr  

Mat la la  to  make a turn.   And I  am saying to you,  what  I  am 

put t ing to you is  on what  you are te l l ing us,  someone asked 

you,  do you mind h im coming to the house?  You inst ruct  20 

Sergeant  Nkosi  or  you ask Sergeant  Nkosi  to  te l l  h im to  

make a tu rn .    

 And I  am put t ing to you for  your  comment  that ,  and 

I  th ink i t  is  a  concession you can fa i r ly  make  that  just  on  

th is ,  he would not  have known why he is  coming to your  
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house unless h is wi fe spoke to  h im,  unless you do not  know 

his ef fect ,  that  h is  wi fe spoke to h im.   Sure ly you should be 

able to  make that  concession .   That  unless h is wi fe to ld h im 

that  she cannot  dr ive,  he must  come and p ick her  up ,  he  

would not  have known why you are saying he must  come 

and make a turn.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Commissioner ,  Chai r ,  wi th  respect ,  the  

evidence leader leads me about  a statement  that  was made 

at  the Ad Hoc Commission by Mr  Mat la la .   He says th ings 

that ,  and she asked me about  th ings that  were spoken by Mr 10 

Mat la la  at  the Ad Hoc.   And I  respond,  and a lso,  I  am also  

making reference to what  I  heard h im saying at  the Ad Hoc.  

 Now,  then Commissioner B aloyi  says,  no,  no,  no,  

no,  no,  forget  about  what  he said,  because now you might  

be l i ke  –  I  might  actual ly  take i t  that  you are t a i lo r ing a long 

the way.   Now,  I  want  you to answer in  respect  of  th is .   But  

as I  answer in  respect  of  th is ,  then the quest ion is  going to 

come,  say,  but  Mr  Mat la la  in  Ad Hoc said th is .   Now,  I  am in 

between now.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  that  i s  i t .   I  hear  your  compla int .   20 

I t  is  a fa i r  compla int .   Let  me do th is  d i f fe rent ly .   We do not  

know whether  Mr Mat la la  i s  te l l ing the t ruth or  not  in  the Ad 

Hoc Commit tee.   So,  I  do not  base anyth ing on what  he 

said.   I  d id  not  even l i s ten to h im in  the Ad Hoc Commit tee.   

And I  do not  know whether  i t  is  t rue or  not  what  he says 
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happened about  th is  inc ident .    

 So,  I  put  no stock on i t .   I  have my conversat ion  

wi th you about  that  n ight ,  what  you know about  tha t  n ight .   

So,  le t  us not  re fer  to  h im because we do not  know what  

happened between h im and h is wi fe,  i f  anyth ing happened 

at  a l l .   We do not  know for  sure.   So,  I  am saying go back to 

that  evening of  the 14 t h .    

 You are at  your  house.   Your v is ion is  someone 

said to  you,  they said to  you Ms Mat la la  cannot  dr ive back 

home,  would you have a problem i f  Mr Mat la la  came to p ick 10 

her  up?  That  is  what  you te l l  us.   And I  am not  in  a posi t ion  

to say,  no,  that  is  not  t rue ,  that  i s  not  how i t  happened.   I  

have for  purpose of  our  d iscussion  to take i t  a t  face value .   

I t  is  what  you say happened that  n ight .  

 You then act ion i t .   That  i s  what  you te l l  us.   You 

send a  message to Sergeant  Nkosi  to  te l l  Mat la la ,  Cat  

Mat la la  to  make a turn .   We do know that  he does arr ive 

because that  is  your  v is ion.   He does ar r ive at  your  house.   

A l l  I  am saying to you or  I  am put t ing to you is  that  when 

you,  when a l l  the  ease,  i f  someone spoke to you,  Sergeant  20 

Nkosi  was not  there.   Someone to ld you Ms Mat la la  cannot  

dr ive.   You say to  Nkosi  te l l  h im,  te l l  Cat  to  make i t  10.   Cat  

ar r ives.  

 In  a l l  o f  that ,  wi th  a l l  o f  that  communicat ion,  Mr  

Mat la la  would not  have known f rom you or  f rom Sergeant  
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Nkosi  that  he is  being asked or  inv i ted to come and col lect  

h is  wi fe.   That  i s  what  I  am put t ing to you.   And I  am saying,  

I  th ink i t  is  a  fa i r  const ruct ion of  what  happened that  n ight .   

What  do you say to that?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    To me,  Commissioner,  i t  is  rather  

impossib le that  my wi fe could be somewhere at  the par ty 

and I  do not  know where my wi fe is  o r  I  know that  she is  at  

a  par ty and she cannot  dr ive.   Someone e lse must  ca l l  me 

and say my wi fe cannot  dr ive.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Do you know for  a fact  that  Mr Mat la la  10 

knew that  h is  wi fe  cannot  dr ive home?  Do you know that  as  

a mat ter  of  fact?   And you understand when I  say as a 

mat ter  of  fact ,  I  mean,  you are a pol ice of f i cer .   You know 

what  the quest ion  means.   Do you know as a ver i f iab le fact  

that  Mr Mat la la  knew that  h is  wi fe ,  before you cal led h im,  

before Sergeant  Nkosi  spoke to h im and before he ar r ived 

at  your  house,  do  you know that  he knew as a fact  that  h is  

wi fe i s  unable to  dr ive hersel f  home?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    As a mat ter ,  I  d id  not  know.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  thank you.   That  is  what  I  wanted 20 

f rom you to c lar i f y .   You want  to  fo l low up on th is?   I  am 

st i l l  do ing some quest ions.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You can,  I  have a quest ion on th is ,  but  

not  i f  i t  i s  going  to in ter rupt  your  l ine.   So maybe you should  

f in ish,  Commissioner.  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Do not  fo rget  your  quest ion.   And then 

you say,  when you say they asked me i f  I  would  have a  

problem,  who is  they that  you are referr ing to here?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  th ink i t  is  e i ther  General  Thema or  

General  Senthumule .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Because they are the ones who are  

s i t t ing wi th her .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   And you to ld them, no,  I  do not  

have a problem.   I  am assuming you would have to ld them 

that .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   And i f  that  is  what  happened,  i f  

you said to  them,  no,  I  would not  have a  problem,  why was 

i t  necessary for  you to get  Sergeant  Nkosi  to  communicate  

wi th h im?  He was not ,  Sergeant  Nkosi  was not  in  the house 

wi th you.   He was nowhere near you.   So you cannot  say,  

oh,  I  saw h im next  to  me and I  thought  maybe le t  me just  20 

ment ion i t  to  h im .   He is  out  there .   A f ter  g iv ing the answer 

to  whoever they i t  is  that  asked you,  why do you not  leave i t  

a t  that?  Why do you involve Sergeant  Nkosi  who is  far  f rom 

th is?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  th ink I  le f t  i t  a t  that  up unt i l  when e i ther  
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I  got  a ca l l  o r ,  but  we spoke wi th Sergeant  Nkosi .   This one,  

I  sa id te l l  Cat  to  make a tu rn .   But  I  le f t  i t  a t  then because i t  

was not  l i ke such a specia l  inv i ta t ion.   So up unt i l  a t  the  

t ime I  spoke to,  I  sa id,  no,  te l l  Cat  to  make a turn because I  

could see a l ready h is wi fe was here and we had two 

genera ls  there.   The th i rd one was Shi b i r i ,  on ly,  and then no 

other  person was there.   These are the only two col leagues 

that  I  work wi th that  came so that  I  am not  a lone.   And I  d id  

not  inv i te  f r iends because I  knew that  others wi l l  compla in ,  

why I  d id  not  inv i te  them.   10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Why d id you not  ca l l  Mr Mat la la 

yoursel f?    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    L ike I  ind icated,  Chai r ,  I  never made i t  

my pract ice to actual ly  communicate wi th h im.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Let  me suggest  to  you what  then your  

answer leads me to.   Let  me te l l  you what  i t  leads to.   That  

when Sergeant ,  because you could  have communica ted wi th  

h im,  you say you just  never made i t  your  p ract i ce to  

communicate wi th h im.   Wel l ,  Sergeant  Nkosi  says in  

January you said  he wi l l  be your contact  person between 20 

you and Mr  Mat la la ,  and th is  speaks to exact ly  that .   You 

d id not  ca l l  Mr Mat la la yoursel f  when you could have,  i f  

indeed what  you say was the reason fo r  inv i t ing h im is  the 

t ruth.    

 You could have cal led h im.   You could have le f t  i t  
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wi th  the  people that  to ld  you that  h is  wi fe cannot  d r ive.   You 

instead involve  Sergeant  Nkos i ,  who is  not  on your 

property,  who is  not  in  the par ty at  that  t ime.   That  seems to  

support  h is  ev idence or  h is  statement  that  in  January,  when 

you were wi th Mr Mat la la,  you asked h im i f  he minded to be  

the go-between between the two of  you.   i t  i s  consistent  

wi th  that  ev idence.   What  do you say to that?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Which I  deny,  Chai r .   That  is  not  the fact ,  

that  i s  not  the case.   I  d id  not  need h im to be a go - in-

between.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wel l ,  he was a go -between here.   You 

could have phoned Mr Mat la la and you say to us,  we l l ,  I  d id  

not  make i t  a  hab i t  to  speak to h im.   And remember ear l ie r  

on when you test i f ied that  af te r  your  genera l  meet ing,  you 

star ted in teract ing wi th h im.   And now here,  and then 

Sergeant  Nkosi  says,  wel l ,  I  was a go -between by 

agreement ,  by ar rangement .   And we see h im being a go -

between here.    

 He is ,  he is  a go -between here  when he says,  when 

you say to h im,  ask Cat  to  make a  turn,  and he does that ,  20 

and he updates you.   I  spoke to h im ear l ie r .   He promised to 

come around.   He wi l l  be there in  30 minutes.   So he is  the  

go-between the two of  you.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do not  th ink so,  Chai r .   I t  happened.   

So i t  happened,  but  i t  does not  necessar i l y  mean tha t  there  
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is  a lways a go- in-between.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    But  I  do understand that  what  the  

Commissioner  i s  saying that  why could not  you speak to Mr  

Mat la la  yoursel f?    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    A t  that  present  moment ,  I  d id  not  th ink of  

me cal l ing h im because I  am not  even sure whether  I  had 

h is  numbers there in  my phone because I  never wanted to 

keep h is number in  my phone  because I  avoid th is .    10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wel l ,  i f  you d id not  have h is number,  I  

want  to  suggest ,  i f  you d id not  have h is number  and Mr 

Nkosi  was,  Sergeant  Nkosi  was not  a go -between,  you 

would have got ten h is number f rom his wi fe,  who was there  

wi th you.   Nkosi  was out .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  have never spoken to Mr Mat la la 's  wi fe .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    But  you knew she was there.   You would  

have said to  Senthumule  or  Thema or  they,  g ive  me h is  

number,  I  wi l l  ca l l  h im.   But  you d id  not  do that  because you 

d id have a way of  communicat ing w i th h im,  and your way of  20 

communicat ing w i th h im was through Sergeant  Nkosi ,  as 

Sergeant  Nkosi  says.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do understand,  and I  do accept  the  

ef fect ,  Commissioners,  and real ly  i f  i t  d id  not  happen that  

way,  maybe overs ight  on my s ide,  I  wi l l  accept  i t  as wel l .    
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   Maybe,  last ly ,  you say you d id 

not  inv i te  Ms Mat la la  to  your  funct ion.   You are nodd ing.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    That  i s  cor rect .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So she was not  there on your inv i ta t ion.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    That  i s  cor rect .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    And I  th ink  you said she was inv i ted by 

Maj -Gen Thema.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  th ink so,  because th is  is  what  I  a lso  

read f rom,  when you read General  Senthumule 's  af f idavi t ,  

the one that  we received.    10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wel l ,  General  Senthumule  does not  say 

that .   Her af f idav i t  a t  paragraph 6 .1,  I  can read i t  for  you,  

otherwise you can pul l  i t  out  i f  you want .   This is  her  

speaking to that  evening,  and I  am going to read.   Do you 

want  to  pul l  i t  out ,  General?  Are you happy fo r  me to read 

i t?    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  want  to  get  i t .   I t  is  just  tha t  I  am 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I t  is  Fi le  10C.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  have got  i t  there,  Chai r .    20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   I t  is  qui te  a long paragraph.   She 

says,  I  want  to  g ive you,  i f  you star t  f rom the bot tom and 

you count  the l ine  numbers,  I  just  want  to  d i rect  you where I  

am going.   From the bot tom,  11 f rom the bot tom.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Page 11?  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Sorry.   I  do apologise .   I t  is  page 5,  

paragraph 6.1 of  that  s tatement .   6 .1.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  am there,  Chai r .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And then l ine 11 f rom the bot tom.   You 

wi l l  see that  l ine  star ts  wi th,  I  d id  not  t rust  h im,  even i f  

there were other  genera ls or  people.   Do you see that?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  so th is  i s  where General  

Senthumule  t r ies  to  expla in why she d id not  come alone,  

and she says,  I  d id  not  t rust  h im,  h im being you,  even i f  10 

there were other  genera ls or  people.   And then th is  i s  where 

I  want  to  read f rom:  

“ I  would e i ther  take my younger s is te r  or  

a f r iend.   In  th is  instance,  I  took Maj -Gen 

Thema,  and she can at test  that  I  

in formed her  that  I  was actual ly  

uncomfor table going to th is  event  

because of  the ever -changing nature of  

my re lat ionship w i th Lt -Gen Sib iya.   The 

par ty was . . . [ ind ist inct ]  today,  and I  20 

recal l…”   

And th is  i s  the par t :  

“…upon arr iv ing,  we not iced there were  

other  co l leagues who were a lso in  

at tendance.   Dur ing the  event ,  there was 
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a  lady…”  

And th is  is  the  par t  where she expla ins  Ms Mat la la 's  

presence:  

“During the event ,  there was a lady that  

came and sat  wi th  us,  and Maj -Gen 

Thema int roduced her  to  me as Ms 

Tsakani  Mat la la ,  wi th  whom she was 

acquainted.   And then she la ter  pointed 

me to Mr Mat la la  and in formed me that  

he was Tsakani 's  husband. ”  10 

So accord ing to General  Senthumule ,  Maj -Gen Thema did 

not  b r ing Ms Mat la la  to  your  house.   In  fact ,  what  happened 

is  General  Senthumule  is  the one that  brought  Maj -Gen 

Thema.   That  is  what  General  Senthumule  te l ls  us.   That  is  

what  she te l ls  us.   And then she says she then saw Ms 

Mat la la  there.    

 So i t  is  not  cor rect ,  and i t  may s imply be that  you 

have got  the facts wrong,  or  your  recol lect ion,  or  your  

understanding of  what  happened that  day,  which is  f ine i f  

that  is  the explanat ion.   But  Ms Mat la la  was not  brought  to  20 

your house,  accord ing to General  Senthumule .   She was not  

brought  to  your  house by Maj -Gen Thema.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    This i s  not  cor rect ,  Chai r .   Ms Mat la la ,  

the very c lose f r iend of  Ms Thema.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  she may wel l  be.   I  do not  know 
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anyth ing about  the i r  re lat ionship.   She may wel l  be c lose 

f r iends.   A l l  I  am put t ing to you is  General  Senthumule ,  and 

i f  necessary,  the  Commission can,  i f  i t  is  decided i t  i s  

important ,  can get  a statement  f rom Maj -Gen Thema.   But  

accord ing  to General  Senthumule ,  Ms Mat la la  was not  

inv i ted by Maj -Gen Thema.   She says I  met  her  because she 

came to s i t  wi th  us.   I  inv i ted,  when I  say I ,  I  mean General  

Senthumule ,  she says,  I  inv i ted  Maj -Gen Thema.   One.   

Two,  whi le  we were there,  a lady came and sat  wi th  us and 

she was in t roduced to me as M s Mat la la .   So General  10 

Senthumule  does not  conf i rm what  you are saying that  they 

came wi th Ms Mat la la .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I f  I  were to respond,  Chai r .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  p lease do.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  am going to say something here that  no 

mat ter  what  I  say ,  I  do not  see changing the  at t i tude of  the  

Commissioners in  re lat ion to my involvement  in  th is  th ing ,  

and I  am going to  g ive you an example,  Commissioner,  that  

says when you look at  the lease agreement  that  –  I  do not  

know whether  i t  i s  Doctor  Pat ,  the  one who d id the BBL,  or  20 

there is  another  doctor  who was referred to get  the lease 

agreement  f rom the Department  of  Publ ic  Works,  they were 

referred by General  Thema,  who was the head of  co l lege.    

 The same appl ies  to  Mr Mat la la .   They were  

referred by General  Thema to the same Publ ic  Works.   Now,  
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we are s i t t ing,  one person is  very c lose to these people,  but  

the Commissioner  is  saying,  no,  no ,  no,  no,  no.   This lady,  

Mat la la 's  wi fe ,  was actual ly  b rought  by you,  not  by her ,  

could not  have been them.  But  she is  very c lose to them.   I  

do not  know them.  And I  found them there,  work ing  

together ,  be ing very c lose to one another .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  I  am not  saying you brought  Ms 

Mat la la  to  your  house.   I f  that  i s  what  i s  happening in  how 

you perceive th ings,  i t  does not  come f rom me.   I  d id  not  

put  to  you that  you brought  Ms Mat la la  to  your  house.   I  am 10 

d iscussing wi th you your descr ip t ion of  how you say she 

came to be in  your  house.   You say she came General  

Thema.   That  is  what  you said.   One.   And then you say 

even General  Senthumule  says that ,  you remember that  that  

is  what  you said.    

 For  now,  I  am not  yet  asking fo r  comment .   You can 

say to me,  I  am wrong in  my reco l lect ion of  your  ev idence.   

But  your  ev idence,  and le t  me repeat  i t ,  she was very c lose 

to Maj -Gen Thema,  who has s ince ret i red,  and you d id not  

inv i te  her  to  your  house.   She was brought  by Maj -Gen 20 

Thema who came wi th General  Senthumule .   Even General  

Senthumule  says that  in  her  af f idav i t .   That  is  some of  your  

ev idence.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No,  Chai r ,  I  do not  th ink  I  was 

speci f ica l l y  saying they came al l  three together  to  the 
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house.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  inv i ted General  Senthumule  a lone.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    And then she asked me a quest ion and 

said,  General ,  can I  come wi th General  Thema?  I  sa id,  i t  is  

okay.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Because at  least  she needed to be wi th 

someone.    10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    And then she came.   L ike,  even when I  

heard the . . . [ ind is t inct ]  when Mr Mat la la  was saying my wi fe 

was inv i ted by one of  her  f r iends.   So th is  is  what  I  know,  at  

least .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  but  you said posi t ive ly  in  your  

ev idence,  and i t  i s  an important  deta i l  because par t  o f  the  

work that  we are doing is  invest igat ing your re lat ionship 

wi th Mr Mat la la .   So i t  i s  an important  deta i l .   Your  

evidence,  a short  whi le  ago,  is  tha t  Ms Mat la la  came there 20 

wi th Maj -Gen Thema.   That  was your ev idence.   That  par t  I  

d id  not  misunderstand or  mishe ar.   And then you say,  Maj -

Gen Thema is  ret i red.   She was inv i ted.   I  d id  not  inv i te  her .   

She was inv i ted  by General  Senthumule .   That  is  your  

ev idence.  
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 And then you say,  even General  Senthumule  says 

so in  her  statement .   A l l  that  I  have done is  to  read for  you,  

together  wi th you,  what  in  fact  General  Senthumule  says 

about  i t .   And I  say,  but  what  you have descr ibed about  how 

Ms Mat la la  came to be at  your  house is  not  how General  

Senthumule  descr ibes i t .    

 So what  you are  saying is  not  the same as what  

General  Senthumule  says.   And General  Senthumule  may 

wel l  be wrong or  being d ishonest  even about  i t ,  bu t  to  the  

extent  that  you are re ly ing on her  a f f idavi t ,  I  was cor rect ing 10 

you that ,  no,  bu t  your  reference to her  af f idavi t  or  your  

re l iance on her  af f idavi t  is  incorrect  because that  is  not  

what  she says.   She says,  we met  Tsakani  Mat la la  at  that  

house.   That  is  what  she says.   And that  is  real ly  the g ist  o f  

i t .   She says,  we met  her  at  the house.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    You see,  Commissioners,  there are key 

points that  I  wish t he Commiss ioners could jus t  a lso 

h ighl ight  or  under l ine,  rather ,  to  say that  I  am taking the 

re lat ionship that  says they are c lose f r iends.   I  am taking i t  

to  the re lat ionship wi th Doctor  Pat  who d id the BBL.   I  am 20 

tak ing the re lat ionship to  the fact  that  i t  is  General  Thema 

who actual ly  assisted Doctor  Pat  o r  the other  doctor .  

 I  do not  know what  i s  P at ,  bu t  there are two 

daughters involved because another  one,  she d id the head 

t ransplant .   She d id a l l  those th ings now.   When you look at  
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the fact  that  I  a lso ind icated tha t  they were at  General  

Senthumule ’s  house,  both Mr Mat la la  and Ms Mat la la ,  and I  

gave the regist rat ion number of  the  car .  

 I  do have the regist rat ion number  of  the car  and I  

am chal lenging the evidence leaders,  not  the evidence 

leaders,  I  am chal lenging the invest igators a lso to see i f  

they can locate  the vehic le in  the v ic in i ty  in  terms of  

te lephone t r iangulat ion to see i f  i t  can be conf i rmed 

because i t  is  conf i rmed.    

 So I  am just  saying these people that  a re so c lose 10 

to Ms Mat la la  and Mr Mat la la ,  they are there,  and I  am the 

one actual ly  who was inv i t ing and who is  actual ly  c lose to  

Mr Mat la la .   And these ones,  I  just  wanted to put  that  point  

as a warning factor  to  me.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  i t  is  the long and short  o f  what  

you are saying that  General  –  f i rs t ly ,  I  would l i ke  you to 

accept  that  the s tatement  of  General  Senthumule  does not  

conf i rm your  vers ion of  how Ms Mat la la  came to be in  the 

house.   I  th ink that  you must  conf i rm just  by reading f rom 

the statement .   You have a d i f fe rent  vers ion .   She has a  20 

d i f ferent ,  she has her  own vers ion.   So that  should be easy 

to get  you to agree to i t .    

 And then two,  and maybe le t  me make th is  point ,  

that  i f  you speak about  who was c lose to  who in  terms of  

re lat ionships,  I  th ink i t  i s  a  fa i r  proposi t ion to  you or  
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suggest ion to you that  on your own evidence,  you were 

c lose to Mr Mat la la .   I t  may be a quest ion of  degree.   You 

d id not  have a non-existent  re lat ionship wi th h im.   You to ld  

us ear l ie r  you met  h im in  genera l  2024 ,  years af te r  that  you 

star ted in teract ing.    

 We see impalas  coming in to the p icture,  vo ice  

notes being exchanged.   Ms Mat la la  is  at  your  house.   You 

say,  te l l  h im to  make a turn  wi thout  expla in ing why.   

Sergeant  Nkosi  seems to know and understand what  th is  is  

a l l  about  and he easi ly  te l ls  h im to make a turn  and he 10 

reports back to you.   That  and other  facts suggest  that  you 

do have a re lat ionship wi th h im.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I r respect ive of  the fact  that  I  do ind icate  

here that  I  never  received any impalas and I  never  wanted 

them f rom him.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  am not  asking you about  impalas,  

General .   I  am speaking speci f i ca l ly  to  there are  these 

facts.   You d id not  receive the impalas,  but  Sergeant  Nkosi  

is  get t ing impalas,  is  t ry ing to get  impalas for  you.   He 

involves Mr Mat la la .   And when he says  Cat ,  th is  is  f rom 20 

Cat ,  you know what  he is  ta lk ing  about ,  which  Cat  he is  

ta lk ing about .   You know and understand a l l  o f  those th ings.    

 But  on your own vers ion,  af ter  you meet  h im in  

January,  you do in teract  wi th  h im.   You te l l  us that ,  that  of  

course af te r  that  we star ted in teract ing.   So a l l  I  am s imply 
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put t ing to you is  on your own vers ion ,  there  was a 

re lat ionship wi th you.    

 You had a re lat ionship wi th Mr Mat la la .   We can 

debate.   Was i t  c lose?  Was i t  not  too c lose?  Was i t  

uncomfor tably c lose?  That  is  a conversat ion for  another  

day.   But  for  now,  a l l  I  am put t ing  to you is  on your own 

vers ion,  there was c lear ly  a re lat ionship between you and 

Mr Mat la la .    

 In  the same way,  maybe,  that  you say even Maj -

Gen Thema had a re lat ionship wi th h im.   Even General  10 

Senthumule  had a re lat ionship.   You d id have a re lat ionship 

wi th h im.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  th ink I  never a t  any stage denied that  I  

was ta lk ing to h im or  I  spoke to h im,  but  what  I  was not  

real ly  agreeing to  was that  he is  a f r iend,  he is  my f r iend.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    But  I  want  to  ask a  quest ion,  d i rect ion  

perhaps just  to  look at  th is .   Is  th is  th ing of  having spoken 

to Mr Mat la la  looked at  in  a negat ive l ight  in  a sense of  h im 

being a serv ice provider  or  a person who is  not  charged 20 

cr iminal l y ,  who is  not  under invest igat ion . . . [ ind ist inct ]  as 

far  as we are concerned?   

 The reason why I  am asking that .   We have the  

same scenar io where Lt -Gen Nkhuoa,  who is  the  Deputy  

Nat ional  Commissioner,  was very  c lose to a lady whose 
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husband is  the one who is  a l located the tender and they are  

a l l  over  the show.   They at tended the wedding  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  no,  no …[ in tervenes] .   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    That  is  the  Nat ional  Commissioner 

…[intervenes] .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  General .   No,  I  do not  th ink we 

should provide you wi th a p lat fo rm to make a l legat ions 

about  people.   I f  you have got  ev idence before us,  by a l l  

means,  you can do a supplementary statement ,  you can 10 

provide us wi th  evidence and then we look a t  what  

re levance is  there to our  terms of  reference.   I  do not  th ink 

i t  is  r ight  that  you s i t  there and you use the p la t form to  

in t roduce other  re lat ionships that  suggest  impropr ie ty.   

Maybe there is  impropr ie ty,  but  th is  i s  not  the t ime or  the 

opportuni ty  for  you to do that .  

 I  asked you a quest ion about  do  you accept  on  

these facts that  they ind icate tha t  you had a re la t ionship 

and I  made a point  o f  saying to you,  I  am not  saying i t  is  

c lose re lat ionship  because I  do not  know yet  how c lose th is  20 

re lat ionship is ,  but  do you accept  that  f rom January when 

you say you met  h im for  the f i rs t  t ime and you have now 

test i f ied th is  morning to say of  course I  in teracted wi th h im 

af ter  I  f i rs t  met  h im ,  and now we know his wi fe was at  your  

house,  we know he came and spent  about  an hour accord ing 
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to  your  ev idence,  we know that  Sergeant  Nkosi  t r ied to get  

impalas fo r  you,  a t  the very least  t r ied,  fo r  you f rom h im.    

 Yes,  and then now th is  evening you say to Sergeant  

Nkosi ,  you know,  te l l  h im to make a turn .   I  am saying do 

you at  least  accept  that  i t  s ign i f ies  a re lat ionship,  whatever  

form i t  is .   I t  does s igni fy  that  you d id have some 

re lat ionship wi th h im.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  would not  agree that  th is  is  a  

re lat ionship.   I  do not  real ly  want  to  accept  the fact  that  

some form of  a re lat ionship .   I  might  have done that ,  but  10 

does not  necessar i ly  s ign i fy  that  i t  is  a  re lat ionship.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  thank you ,  General .   Ms Hassim?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   General ,  just  before we 

leave these chats ,  when you send th is  message say ing ask 

Cat  to  make a turn,  that  was not  the f i rs t  t ime that  you 

asked Sergeant  Nkosi  to  inv i te  Mr Mat la la  over ,  is  that  not  

so,  fo r  the 14 September?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do not  remember inv i t ing h im in  any 

other  p lace.   There is  one moment  that  I  remember,  i t  was 

as a l legat ions star ted f i l ter ing  in ,  in  terms of  the  20 

involvement ,  h is  name was ment ioned at  some poin t  in  the  

Jerry Boshoga mat ter ,  where I  needed now to understand,  

because I  hear  th is  th ing and I  want  to  understand,  can you 

be involved here?  Could you be involved ?  Could  you be 

the one?  Because I  needed to know that .    
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 So i f  i t  happens that  maybe I  might  have,  I  wi l l  not  

deny.   Remember I  do not  have any access to my gadget  

and no recal l  o f  what  must  have happened .   So I  do not  

want  to  s i t  here and say  i t  was not  the f i rs t  t ime,  i t  was the  

f i rs t  and last  t ime,  in  the meant ime you show me something 

that  I  do not  recal l  anymore,  so I  do  not  know.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us  p lease ad journ for  10 minutes,  so 

16:10 and we wi l l  come back at  16 :10 and s i t  unt i l  17:00.   

Let  us adjourn.  10 

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

CHAIRPERSON :    Ms K i l l ian,  in  your  absence and we 

wai ted th ink ing that  we would be able to  ra ise i t  wi th  you 

outs ide,  we wanted to s i t  unt i l  ha l f  past  f ive instead of  f ive,  

would that  be f ine  wi th you?   

ADV KILLIAN SC :    I  am concerned i f  I  am asked f i rs t ,  

because I  a lways agree in  a descending voice .   Speaking 

for  mysel f  and for  the General ,  we are avai lab le.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  thank you.    20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  thanks ,  Chai r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    You do conf i rm,  Ms Hassim?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  I  do.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sorry.   So,  General ,  what  I  sa id  to  you 
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was th is  was not  the f i rs t  t ime that  you asked Sergeant  

Nkosi  to  ask Cat  to  come to your  home that  day and you 

said i t  is  possib le that  is  t rue.   Did I  understand that  

correct ly?  Yes?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    On that  day?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  on that  day.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Chai r ,  I  do not  remember that .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So le t  me just  go back to the 

chats.   You see,  when you say ask Cat  to  make a turn,  the 

response f rom Sergeant  Nkosi  i s ,  I  spoke to h im ear l ier .   He 10 

promised to come around e ight ,  meaning I  spoke to h im 

ear l ie r  in  the day .   And when we look at  h is  conversat ion,  i f  

we look at  h is  chat  wi th  Mr Mat la la,  le t  us just  go back 

there.   I t  was where we began and i t  is  page 111,  t r ip le  one.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    F i le?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  the same f i le .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    S ix of  10?   

ADV KILLIAN SC :    I  th ink i t  is  seven.   Fi le  7.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can we c lose the t ranscr ip ts?  Are you 

st i l l  go ing to come back to them?  The desk is  qui te  20 

c lut tered.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Which t ranscr ip t?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    The wi tness and Mr –  Wi tness F.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  I  am coming back there.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    So we should keep i t  here?   
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  on a d i f fe rent  top ic,  but  I  am st i l l  

go ing to use that  f i le .   Sorry,  General ,  are you there?  111.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    111 of  Fi le  7  of  10.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    A l l  r ight .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So i f  you look at  chat  number  8 at  

07:25:44 in  the morning,  do you see that?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Right .   So there is  a ca l l  f rom Mr 

Mat la la to  Sergeant  Nkosi  that  morning,  r ight?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Then the  next  ca l l  i s  made in  the 

evening.   We have covered that .   That  is  in  response to 

your quest ion,  to  ask h im to make a turn.   So he spoke to  

Mr Mat la la that  morning.   And when you then go back to the 

chat  where I  asked Cat  to  make a  turn,  he says,  I  spoke to 

h im ear l ie r .   He promised to come around e ight .   So he had 

a l ready been inst ructed by you to ask Mr  Mat la la to  come.   20 

He says,  I  spoke to h im ear l ier ,  and he promised to come 

around e ight .   And then he has th is  ca l l  again wi th Mr 

Mat la la at  19 :11 af ter  you ask h im ,  and then he responds to  

you that  he wi l l  be there in  30 minutes.   So what  I  am 

saying to you is  that  th is  i s  the second request  you made to  
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h im.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Not  at  a l l .   I  do not  agree there,  Chai r .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So when he says,  I  spoke to h im ear l ie r ,  

he promised to come around e igh t ,  what  d id you make of  

that?  What  d id that  mean?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    That  is  a quest ion that  Nkosi  can answer,  

because when he says I  spoke to h im ear l ier ,  he promised 

to come around e ight ,  I  do not  know to come where.   But  I  

know that ,  and I  do not  deviate f rom that  message o f  asking 

h im to come.   But  when I  say I  spoke to h im ear l ier ,  he  10 

promised to come around e ight ,  I  do not  know where f rom.   

Let  us say he was f rom somewhere not  around Pretor ia ,  and 

he says I  spoke to h im ear l ie r ,  he promised to come around 

e ight .   Let  us say he was in  L impopo,  he  promised to come 

around e ight .   So I  do not  know.   But  what  I  am saying is  

that  I  cannot  s i t  here and account  for  the messages 

between Cat  and Nkosi .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  except  tha t ,  you see,  what  he says 

to you is  I  spoke to h im ear l ie r ,  he promised to come around 

e ight .   Wel l ,  in  the context  of  th is  conversat ion  that  is  20 

happening,  i t  is  about  to  come around e ight ,  he promised.   

I t  can only mean that  he promised to come to your p lace at  

around 8 o 'c lock because that  i s  the  context  in  which  he is  

answer ing  you.   You say,  ask Cat  to  make a turn.   He says I  

spoke to h im ear l ier ,  he promised to come around e ight .   
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That  must  mean to come around to  your p lace at  e ight .   I t  

cannot  mean some other  p lace.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do not  accept  that  on my s ide because 

the fact  that  I  personal ly  was ta lk ing to Nkosi ,  that  I  

ind icated ear l ier  that  Nkosi  is  one of  the col leagues that  I  

worked wi th that  was support ive of  me or  support ing me in  

terms of  log ist i cs.   So I  do not  accept  that  i t  is  in  re lat ion to  

Cat  or  Mr Mat la la  to  say that  I  inv i ted h im in i t ia l l y ,  because 

th is  message would have shown that  inv i te  Mr Mat la la,  

around the f i rs t  one that  you are ta lk ing about ,  i t  is  not  the  10 

case.    

 Now for  Sergeant  Nkosi  to  say I  spoke to Cat  

ear l ie r .   Now,  when you say ear l ier ,  ear l ie r  could have 

meant  3 o 'c lock in  the af te rnoon,  or  2  o 'c lock,  or  5  o 'c lock.   

That  does not  necessar i l y  mean to refer  to  that  ear l ie r  ca l l .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  i f  he,  le t  us  say i t  was not  seven in  

the morning.   Le t  us say i t  was some other  point  ear l ie r .   

Let  us,  for  the sake of  moving forward,  say that  that  is  the  

case.   Sergeant  Nkosi  would  not  have on h is own,  of f  h is  

own bat ,  inv i ted Mr Mat la la to  your  p lace.   I t  wou ld have 20 

only come because you asked h im to do so,  r igh t?  He 

wouldn ' t  do  that .   As you said,  th is  was a smal l  fami ly  

gather ing.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    What  i f  he says I  spoke to h im ear l ier ,  he  

said he wi l l  come around e ight .   A f ter  having received the  
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ca l l ,  that  message that  sa id inv i te  Cat ,  not  inv i te  Cat ,  ask  

Cat  to  come.   I  do  not  know,  I  do not  remember how I  put  i t .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You said ask Cat  to  make a tu rn.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    To make a turn,  yes.   And le t  us  say he 

spoke to h im in  between an hour  there ,  a f te r  saying ear l ie r  I  

spoke to h im,  he said to  come around e ight .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You mean af te r  you sent  the message 

saying ask Cat  to  make a tu rn ?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I t  is  possib le.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  that  is  not  possib le,  actual ly ,  10 

because you said ask Cat  to  make a turn at  19 :10 in  the  

evening.   He responds at  19 :11,  I  spoke to h im ear l ier .   So 

i t  couldn ' t  have been that  he made a phone cal l  a f te r  you ,  in  

the 50 seconds or  whatever .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    But  at  the same t ime,  I  do not  know,  

when he says I  spoke to h im ear l ier ,  i t  could have been the  

fact  that  maybe he might  have spoken to e i ther  the wi fe or  

any of  the people  who were there.   Then I  am ta lk ing to Cat ,  

and then Cat  says,  he says I  spoke to h im ear l ie r  and that  

he  said to  come around e ight .   Not  necessar i l y  meaning 20 

because of  the fact  that  he in teracted wi th me,  but  w i th  any 

other  person.   Then he said,  no,  I  have a l ready spoken to 

my wi fe,  so I  wi l l  be that  s ide around e ight .   So to me,  i t  is  

nei ther  here nor  there.   But  I  know I  never communicated or  

inv i ted h im ear l ie r  or  spoke to h im ear l ier .    



    23 FEBRUARY 2026 – DAY 65 

Page 196  o f  249  

 

 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And then I  am going to move of f  

th is .   A f ter  th is  …[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Before you move.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You have fu r ther  quest ions?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   On th is .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    On th is  same topic.   General ,  I  th ink we 

have to work wi th  ord inary const ruct ion of  these fo l low -ups,  

how the communicat ion is  f lowing.   You te l l  Sergeant  Nkosi ,  

a t  19:10:15,  you say,  ask Cat  to  make a  turn at  19 :10:15.   10 

At  19:11:14,  a minute la ter ,  he says I  spoke to h im ear l ie r ,  

he promised to come around 20 :00,  8 PM.    

 So f rom his response i t  is  c lear  tha t  he has,  at  least  

that  i s  what  is  be ing proposed to you,  and I  am support ing 

that .   That  f rom his  response to  you i t  i s  c lear  that  he  has 

inv i ted Mr Mat la la,  or  he has a l ready to ld Mr Mat la la to  

come to your house.   And there is  no in tervening te lephone 

cal l  between your message and h is response ,  there is  no 

in tervening cal l .    

 Wi th in a minute of  your  message,  he comes back,  20 

he says,  I  have spoken to h im ear l ier ,  and you had a l ready 

promised he would be there at  8  o 'c lock.   That  i s  what  th is  

says.   That  i s  what  i t  conveys in  the  face of  i t ,  wi thout  

in terpretat ion.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Logica l ly  speaking,  Chai r ,  i t  does not  
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necessar i ly  mean that  the fact  tha t  he said I  spoke to h im 

ear l ie r  and then he said he would make a cal l ,  i t  means that  

he was ever  asked to make a turn ear l ie r .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    What  are the possib i l i t ies?  What  does i t  

possib ly  mean?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    The possib i l i t y  is  that  I  was ta lk ing  to Cat  

ear l ie r  and then I  to ld  h im that  we are here and that  your  

wi fe i s  here,  o r  he to ld me that  my wi fe i s  there,  and then 

around 8 o 'c lock I  wi l l  make a turn.   Wi thout  me being the  

one now to say anyth ing  …[intervenes] .  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    So Nkosi ,  are  you now te l l ing  us that  

Nkosi  knew that  Ms Mat la la i s  at  your  house?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do not  know.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   So you are speculat ing.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do not  know.   A l l  I  am saying is  that  I  

a lso do not  want  to  own up to the conversat ion  between 

Mat la la and Nkosi  and the in terpretat ion of  maybe why when 

Nkosi  says I  spoke to h im ear l ier ,  then i t  means i t  was fo r  

the second t ime he gets inv i ted.   I t  is  not  how i t  worked.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    You do not  know how i t  worked,  you are  20 

te l l ing us.   Is  that  what  you are say ing?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  and we are suggest ing to you,  

then.   You say you do not  know how i t  worked.   I  am 

suggest ing to you how I  th ink i t  worked,  or  how I  propose i t  
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worked,  just  looking at  th is .   I  do not  know what  background 

conversat ions happened,  but  what  I  am suggest ing to you is  

that  you send a  message,  and wi th in a minute  Sergeant  

Nkosi  says I  spoke to h im ear l ie r ,  he promised to  come 

around 8 PM.   

 So what  I  am suggest ing to you is  that  when he 

says I  spoke to h im ear l ier ,  he does not  mean in  the  per iod 

af ter  you sent  your  message.   He means another  t ime,  

because otherwise i t  would ref lec t  here that  there  was a 

ca l l ,  but  a lso a m inute is  too short  for  h im to have made a 10 

cal l  and then say I  spoke to h im ear l ier .   He would  

otherwise have said I  just  spoke to h im ,  he says he wi l l  be  

there around e igh t .    

 So here  is  my const ruct ion,  and that  I  want  you to 

comment  on.   I  spoke to h im ear l ier  means ear l ier  than your  

message to h im,  te l l  h im to make a te l l ,  he promised to 

come around 20 hours.   So Nkosi  is  re lay ing a much ear l ie r  

conversat ion before Ms Mat la la was said to  be unable to  

dr ive.   That  i s  what  I  am suggest ing th is  means.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    That  i s  when we must  now accept  that  20 

Cat  was ta lk ing to h is  wi fe because he knew where h is wi fe  

was.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  we cannot  accept  that .   We do not  

know the facts.   You a lso do not  know i t  as a fact .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  no.   Commissioner Baloyi ,  there is  
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no way Cat  d id no t  know where h is wi fe was.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  he may wel l  have known because 

for  a number of  reasons,  inc luding  that  Sergeant  Nkosi  to ld  

h im that  your  wi fe is  going to be or  i s  at  Commissioner  

S ib iya 's  house.   There are a l l  those possib i l i t ies .   I  am 

suggest ing to you,  le t  us work wi th  what  is  known.   What  is  

known is  what  is  before us and what  you have to ld us in  fact  

happened that  day that  Ms Mat la la  was at  your  house,  Mr  

Mat la la came to your house.   Those facts we know f rom 

your evidence.    10 

 The other  facts that  we know is  you said,  ask Cat  to  

make a  turn.   And i t  has been put  to  you by the Chai r ,  

amongst  others,  that  th is  i s  an inv i ta t ion for  h im to come to  

your house.   We know you said  make a tu rn.   Another  

known fact  i s  Sergeant  Nkosi  says to you,  wi th in a m inute of  

your  message,  Sergeant  Nkosi  says I  spoke to h im ear l ie r  

and he said he wi l l  come around 8 o 'c lock.   That  is  another  

known fact .    

 And the last  known fact  is  there is  no in tervening 

te lephone cal l  between your message and h is response.   20 

And what  I  am suggest ing to you,  what  has been suggested 

to you is  on these known facts,  i t  appears that  Sergeant  

Nkosi  had a l ready ear l ier  in  the  day inv i ted or  to ld  Mr 

Mat la la that  he should come to your house.   That  is  what  i t  

appears l ike.    
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LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Through Chai r ,  I  am looking at  a  Chai r  

now.   When you have a ch icken or  a goat  and you want  i t  to 

enter  in to th is  door and you are pushing i t  and i t  t r ies to  go 

and you br ing  i t  here and t ry  to  ra ise i t  and br ing i t  here.   

Now,  Commissioner Baloyi  put  . . . [ ind ist inct ]  and as I  t r ied to 

respond,  she said,  no,  no,  no.   Then she goes and she 

goes.   Then I  t ry  to  –  then she –  you understand that  she 

actual ly  wants me to enter  in to that  one door.   And i t  is  a  

problem for  me.   I t  is  real l y  a –  do  not  overwhelm me.   The 

author i ty  i s  d i f fe rent .  10 

 I  am s i t t ing here where I  am and you are at  a  

h igher author i t y  in  such a way that  I  have to respect  the 

author i ty .   And the fact  that  where you are coming f rom,  you 

are speaking f rom a posi t ion of  power,  does not  necessar i l y  

mean that  now i t  compels me to concede.   And then the 

moment  I  concede,  then the media,  he conceded th is ,  

conceded th is ,  he  was gr i l led for  th is ,  he was forced to th is ,  

i t  is  unfa i r .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   General ,  I  do not  want  to  –  I  

know you said you are d i rect ing yoursel f  to  the Chai r ,  but  20 

can I  just  c la r i fy  mysel f?  Can I  just  c la r i fy?  I  do  not  want  

you to make any concessions tha t  are not  based on your 

t ru th or  fact .   I  do not  want  you to  do  that .   And i t  i s  qui te  

competent  as an answer when I  say to you i t  appears.   Af ter  

I  say,  th is  is  a fact ,  th is  is  a fact ,  th is  is  a known fact ,  you 
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can say to me,  no,  you are wrong,  Commissioner ,  those are  

not  known facts.   When I  say to you i t  appears,  you can say 

to me,  you are wrong,  that  is  not  how i t  appears.   And i t  is 

what  i t  is .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Wel l ,  I  am asking Commissioner,  be open 

to a lso another  point  o f  v iew.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  am.   I  promise you I  am.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Now,  when I  pu t  my point  o f  v iew,  then 

Commissioner  pu t  a cu l -de-sac th is  s ide,  and then I  t ry  to  

take th is  other  d i rect ion,  another  cu l -de-sac and say,  no,  we 10 

are going there.   And that  i s  my problem.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  the  Chai r  has heard you,  I  

th ink he wi l l  admonish me as is  necessary.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    The way I  am saying i t ,  I  do not  even 

know where to star t  responding to  what  you a l ready said,  

Commissioner,  wi th  respect .   Because she said,  she was 

asking a quest ion  and as I  t r ied to  jump in to  respond,  and 

then she cut ,  and then she went  again.   So I  am just  t ry ing  

to say I  forgot  everyth ing that  she said at  th is  present  

moment  because what  occupied my mind now is  the unfa i r  20 

manner in  which I  am being channel led to go  in to a 

par t icu lar  door.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  th ink subject  to  the Chai r 's  guidance,  I  

rea l ly  would  l ike to  get  your  answer.   I f  you are not  happy,  

i f  you want  me to  repeat  i t  and the  Chai rperson is  happy fo r  
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me to repeat  what  I  was put t ing to you,  I  wi l l  repeat  i t .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Okay.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And i f  you do not  want  to  answer,  o r  

…[intervenes] .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    P lease repeat  i t  for  me,  I  want  to  answer  

i t .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   So,  what  I  put  to  you was here  

are the known fac ts,  r ight?  We dea l  wi th  facts,  I  am put t ing  

to you not  speculat ion.   I  am put t ing to you the known facts  

and I  s tar t  by l is t ing them  before I  get  to  say,  th is  is  what  i t  10 

looks l i ke.   A re you okay wi th me so far?  I  do not  want  to  

over load you wi th  deta i l  or  in format ion.  

 So what  I  put  to  you is  the  facts  that  we know now 

is  Ms Mat la la was at  your  house on the day,  on the  14 t h  o f  

September 2024.   We know that  for  a fact ,  you accept  that?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   We know for  a fact  that  Mr  

Mat la la was at  your  house on the  14 t h  o f  September.   You 

accept  that?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do.    20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   We know for  a fact  that  you sent  

a message to Sergeant  Nkosi  a t  19 :10 to ask Mat la la to  

make a tu rn.   You accept  that?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   Four,  you accept ,  we know as a 
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fact  that  Sergeant  Nkosi  responded wi th in a minute  of  your  

message to say I  spoke to h im ear l ier ,  he promised to come 

around 20:00.   You accept  that  is  a fact  that  we know?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    That  i s  cor rect .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    From his WhatsApp messages?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    That  i s  cor rect .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And then last ly ,  the last  fact  that  we 

know is  f rom th is  record of  WhatsApp messages,  there is  no 

te lephone cal l  f rom Mr Nkosi  between your message and h is 

response to you.   At  least  we do not  see that .    10 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    That  i s  cor rect .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    You accept  that?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   So those are the facts that  I  say 

we know f rom ev idence.   And then here is  my proposi t ion  

f rom those facts.   I t  appears f rom these facts,  i t  looks l i ke  

f rom these facts that  Sergeant  Nkosi ,  when he spoke to Mr  

Mat la la ear l ie r ,  as he te l ls  you I  spoke to h im ear l ie r  and he 

said he would come around e ight .   From that ,  i t  appears  

that  in  fact ,  in  the ear l ier  conversat ion that  he is  referr ing 20 

to,  he  in  fact  spoke to h im,  to  Mr Mat la la,  about  coming to  

your house,  in  the ear l ie r  conversat ion.   That  is  what  i t  

appears l ike.   And a l l  I  am asking is ,  do you agree?  I t  may 

be wrong complete ly.   That  is  not  what  happened.   So that  

is  why we are ta lk ing appearances.   Do you agree that  that  
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is  what  i t  appears  l ike?  You inv i ted  h im ear l ier .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do not  agree,  for  s imple reasons,  Chai r .   

Commissioner Ba loyi  created the impression that  the ro le 

p layers that  were  on stage there  is  only me,  Nkosi ,  Mat la la.   

Only that .   Forget t ing that  there was General  Senthumule,  

General  Thema,  General  Shib i r i ,  and a lso other  people that  

were there.    

 To an extent  tha t  the ro le that  could have been 

p layed by any of  the people that  were a lso there,  that  could  

have a lso spoken to Cat  Mat la la .   Or,  the fact  that  Mr  10 

Mat la la could have a lso spoken to h is  wi fe,  h imse l f .   And 

then,  when Nkosi  ca l l s ,  o r  received that  message  and said I  

spoke to h im ear l ier ,  he said he wi l l  be there around 10,  we 

do not  know that  he said,  no,  no,  I  know,  I  spoke to my wi fe  

ear l ie r ,  and then I  wi l l  be there around about  e ight .   Then 

he sends such a message.   I t  is  a lso possib le.   So what  I  

am asking,  le t  us be open to a lso other  explanat ions or  

suggest ions.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    That  is  your  answer to  me.   Thank you.   

Ms Hassim?  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sorry,  Commissioner Ba loyi ,  but  your  –  

General ,  what  you have said,  you have fo rgot ten another  

important  fact ,  wh ich is  what  I  put  to  you when I  sa id  to  you 

that  i t  looks l ike you had asked h im pr ior .   And tha t  is  that  

the only conversat ion that  Sergeant  Nkosi  had wi th Mr  
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Mat la la that  day,  before th is  19 :00 t ime,  is  at  07:25 in  the 

morning.    

 There was not  any other  conversat ion between the  

two of  them.  So,  i t  does not  a l low for  your  theory tha t  there  

would have been some conversat ion per ta in ing to th is ,  you 

know.   I f  there was a ca l l  that  Ms Mat la la i s  in  the need of  

assistance of  her  husband because she cannot  d r ive,  that  

would have been la ter  on.   That  would have been a f ter  the  

par ty began.   The only communicat ion between the two of  

them was 07:25 in  the morning  unt i l  th is  la ter  in  the 10 

evening.   So,  i t  does not  a l low for  that  hypothesis.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  wish I  could ask a quest ion,  but  I  am 

here to answer,  not  to  ask quest ions.   Now,  how I  wi l l  put  i t  

is  th is  way.   I  do  not  th ink the  evidence leader do know how 

many phones does Mr Nkosi  have and how many phones 

does Mr Mat la la have ,  in  such a way that  you can say I  on ly  

see that  one cal l  seven in  the morning and that  last  ca l l ,  

that  one.    

 But  in  between,  there could have been any other  

communicat ion or  conversat ion on any other  device.   So,  a l l  20 

I  am saying is  that  we cannot  bank and go wi th our  whole 

weight  on saying there is  no any other  communicat ion other  

than what  we see.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  am going to leave i t  here.   I  just ,  you 

know,  I  put  i t  to  you that  your  in terpretat ion of  th is  i s  not  
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be l ievable.   That ,  as Commissioner Baloyi  says,  i t  appears 

that  there was an ear l ie r  …[intervenes] .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Wel l ,  i t  is  my p lea that  the Chai r  a lso 

bel ieve my story.  

COURT:    We wi l l  assess the evidence at  the appropr ia te 

stage.   Thank you,  General .   Thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  am happy to respond to that .   Okay,  so 

af ter  the 14 t h  o f  September 2024,  d id you have fu r ther  –  

wel l ,  le t  me put  i t  th is  way.   Did you ask Sergeant  Nkosi  to  

convey messages to Mr Mat la la at  any other  occasions af te r  10 

th is?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do not  remember,  Chai r .   You see,  I  am 

ta lk ing f rom myse l f .   As you see me,  I  do not  have anyth ing  

in  f ront  of  me.   These are the f i les  that  I  am provided,  but  I  

do  not  have my gadget .   I  do  not  have noth ing.   So you 

have the benef i t  o f  what  you have,  but  I  do not  know.   

Whatever that  is  being asked,  I  wi l l  respond where I  can.   I  

wi l l  t ry .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   Just  to  remind you,  you a lso 

have the benef i t  o f  what  I  have because you have a l l  o f  th is  20 

mater ia l  as wel l  that  I  am refer r ing  to.   So you do have that  

in format ion.   And the reason I  am asking is  because you 

said you denied.   When I  th ink probably at  the top  of  th is 

morning,  when I  s tar ted of f  asking you about  your  

in teract ion wi th  Mr Mat la la and I  took you to  the evidence of  
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Sergeant  Nkosi  where he said that  he would pass messages 

between you and Mr Mat la la,  you denied that  that  is  what  

took p lace.   And what  we are seeing is  that  you do pass 

messages through Sergeant  Nkos i .   So that  i s  why I  am 

asking you,  were there fur ther  messages?  So you are  

saying i t  is  possib le that  there …[in tervenes] .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    From whom to whom?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Between you and Mr Mat la la v ia  

Sergeant  Nkosi .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do not  know.   I  do not  remember.   I f  10 

something is  put  in  f ront  of  me,  le t  me respond.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   I  would l ike to  take you to 

another  par t  o f  the chats then ,  and th is  is  in  the same f i le .   

I t  is  page 547.   Sor ry.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Ms Hassim,  i t  is  453.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sor ry,  then i t  must  be  Fi le  8.   

Apologies,  Chai r .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Which page?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    F i le  8  on page 547.   Fi le  8.   Sor ry,  547.   

And th is  i s  an ex t ract  of  the chats  between Sergeant  Nkosi  20 

and General  Shib i r i .   And the par t icu la r  message I  would  

l ike to  go to is  chat  number 6.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Chat  number 6?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Ja.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.    
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ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  on the 17 t h  o f  September 2024 at  

08:45 AM.  And you wi l l  see that  General  Shib i r i  sends 

Sergeant  Nkosi  a  screenshot .   I t  is  not  easy to see there,  so  

i f  we can just  go to the page of  the screenshot ,  which is  in  

the same f i le  573.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  am here at  547.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Ja.   So you wi l l  see at  547 there is  the 

screenshot  that  General  Shib i r i  sent .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  see chat  number 5.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Chat  number 6.   Sor ry,  number 5 .   Chat  10 

number 5,  yes.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  you can see that  i t  is  not  easy to 

see what  that  screenshot  is .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Right .   So i f  you go to page 573,  you 

wi l l  see the screenshot .   Yes,  i t  is  probably easier  fo r  you to 

look at  i t  there.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    This i s  a post  by a person named Musa 20 

Khawula .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Correct .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i t  is ,  as you can see,  as you read 

i t ,  i t  posts these a l legat ions against  Mr Mat la la ,  inc luding  

h is connect ion at  Tembisa,  def rauding at  Tembisa Hospi ta l ,  
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b lue l ights.   He is  connected to the k i l l ing of  Babi ta.   He 

spel led i t  incorrect ly ,  Deokaran.   Okay.   Do you know th is  

person?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Which one?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Musa Khawula .   Do you know who he 

is?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  know him f rom,  I  have not  seen h im in 

person.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    How do you know?  How do you know of  

h im?   10 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do not  know what  they cal l  h im or  what  

they cal l  th is  type of  people,  but  what  they do is ,  he posts  

th ings l i ke th is  about  people,  too many people.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so you are aware of  th is?  You 

are aware of  h im and you are aware that  th is  is  what  he  

does?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  he posts?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So what  happens then is  that  on 20 

the 17 t h  o f  September,  i f  we go back to 547,  and you wi l l  

see at  chat  number 7 General  Shib i r i  sends Sergeant  Nkosi ,  

he forwards th is  message.   I t  appears to  be a message 

forwarded f rom Mr Mat la la,  which says :  

“Someone sent  th is  to  me yesterday and 
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demanded money f rom me,  or  e lse they 

wi l l  publ ish th is  nonsense.   I  to ld  them to  

go ahead wi th i t .   They are t ry ing to 

extor t  money f rom me. ”  

Okay.   And then i f  you look,  cont inue on 548,  chat  number  

2.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   General  Shib i r i  a lso  sends 

Sergeant  Nkosi  th is  message.   I t  seems l ike,  again,  a  

forwarded message,  a message that  he is  shar ing wi th 10 

Sergeant  Nkosi :  

“Someone is  sending stor ies to  Musa 

Khawula  about  you.   I  am warning h im to  

not  even t ry  to  wr i te  about  you. ”  

Okay.   That  is  s t i l l  on the  17 t h  o f  September at  09:10.   And 

then he immediate ly shares wi th Sergeant  Nkosi  the  

screenshot  in  chat  number 3.   And the screenshot  is  at  page 

574,  but  we wi l l  a lso d isp lay i t .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Page?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    574.    20 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Must  I  go there now? 

ADV HASSIM SC :    You can look at  i t  on the screen i f  you 

do not  want  to  leave the chat s.   So,  in  that  screenshot ,  what  

you see is ,  th is  i s  a conversat ion between General  Shib i r i  

and Musa Khawula ,  in  which he says at  the bot tom there :  
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“Chommie ,  do not  run the story.   He is  a 

good guy.   He never bothers anyone and 

he l i ves a pr ivate l i fe . ”  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    This is  between who and who?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    General  Shib i r i  and Musa Khawula .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    A l l  r ight .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  i t  seems to be that  Genera l  Shib i r i  

is  t ry ing to protec t  Mr Mat la la.   Would you agree?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do not  know.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  he is  saying to Musa Khawula ,  do  10 

not  run the story.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  am not  sure.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Do not  run the story.   Remember,  Cat  

has a l ready said  to  h im th is  guy is  post ing these th ings 

about  me.   And now he wr i tes and he says,  do not  do th is ,  

do not  wr i te  about  th is  guy.   So,  i f  he does that ,  i t  suggests 

that  he is  t ry ing to protect  Mr Mat la la.   Would you agree 

wi th that?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do not  know.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You do not  agree wi th that?   20 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do not  know whether  he was t ry ing to 

protect  h im or  t ry ing to protect  anyone.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   I  am not  going to dwel l  on i t  too 

long because there are others  who can answer th is  

quest ion.   I  want  to  take you to page –  I  am sor ry  that  we 
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are jumping around,  but  these chats are important  –  to  21 

October 2024,  page 113.   So,  that  would now be Fi le  7.   

Page 113.   I t  wi l l  be chat  number 1.   This is  now the chat .   

We are going back now to the chat  between Sergeant  Nkosi  

and Mr Mat la la  and you wi l l  see in  chat  number 1 Sergeant  

Nkosi  sends Mr Mat la la a copy o f  the appl icat ion  for  the 

warrant  of  a rrest  for  Musa Khawula .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you wi l l  f ind that  warrant ,  a  proper  

copy,  on page 126.   Are you at  page 126?   10 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    126.   Okay.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Right .   So,  th is  is  a warrant .   I t  is  for  

war rant  of  arrest  of  Mr Khawula  and Mr Nkosi  sends i t  to  Mr 

Mat la la.   Let  me just  pause there for  a moment .   You would 

agree that  i t  is  improper fo r  Sergeant  Nkosi  to  be  sending 

th is  to  Mr Mat la la?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Ful ly  agree.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    You? 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  fu l ly  agree.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And you wi l l  see immediate ly 20 

af ter  he sends i t  to  Mr Mat la la ,  Mr Mat la la responds  

asbonge  and then an emoj i  o f  thank you.   Okay?  Now,  what  

we know so far  is  that  th is  is  a person who is  post ing th ings 

about  Mr Mat la la.   Mr Mat la la i s  very unhappy about  i t .   He 

has got  General  Shib i r i  on h is s ide saying to Musa Khawula 
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do not  do th is .   And now he has got  Sergeant  Nkosi  sending 

h im th is  p ic tu re o f  the warrant  for  ar rest .   Now what  I  want  

to  take you to i s  Sergeant  Nkosi 's  ev idence on th is ,  and that  

you wi l l  f ind in  Fi le  10A.   So I  need you to open Fi le  10A,  

p lease.   Can someone assist?  Chai r ,  le t  i t  not  be said that  

we d id not  use a l l  o f  these f i les tha t  we put  before you.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Got  i t .   10A,  page?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    10A.   Okay,  page.   Let  us star t  a t  251.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Page?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    251.   Okay,  so th is  is  the t ranscr ip t  o f  10 

the evidence of  Sergeant  Nkos i ,  and he is  expla in ing these 

chats that  we are looking at  now.   Okay?  And so he is  

asked how he came to be in  possession of  the warrant .   And 

i f  you see at  l ine,  you see where l ine 20 is?  Three l ines up 

f rom that ,  he begins to expla in.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Number 20?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    L ine 20.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes,  in  th is  mat ter  of  Mr Khawula .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  page 251.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.    20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Right .   You see where l ine 20 is?    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  am at  20,  and then i t  says,  in  th is  

mat ter  of  Mr Khawula ,  fu l l  s top.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  yes,  yes,  yes,  that  is  r ight .   So le t  

us just  s ta r t  f rom the beginning of  that .   I t  says :  
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“Thank you,  I  received th is  war rant .   I t  

was Saturday on that  par t icu la r  day. ”  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Where are we?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  three l ines up f rom l ine 20.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Thank you.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I t  says Wi tness F.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wi tness F,  thank you,  Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    A l l  r ight .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  he says :  10 

“ I  received the warrant .   I t  was Saturday 

on that  par t i cu lar  day.   I  received a ca l l  

f rom Br igadier  Ramangwa,  whom his 

team was involved in  th is  mat ter  of  Mr 

Khawula .   He fu r ther  in formed me that  

there is  in format ion about  Mr Khawula  

and h is whereabouts.   I  must  proceed to 

the said locat ion. ”  

Okay,  now i f  you just  go down a l i t t le  b i t  fu r ther ,  we do not  

need to read every l ine.   He says at  l ine  10 in  the next  20 

page,  he says :  

“Fortunate ly I  was able to  get  hold of  

Capta in Zungu,  who fu r ther  accompanied 

me to the said address. ”  

Do you see that?   
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CHAIRPERSON :    Are you there,  General?  Page 252 now.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  am on i t ,  Chai r ,  but  when she is  reading 

and she says l ine  10,  then I  see was the weekend.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  was the weekend,  but  for tunate ly I  

was able  –  so i f  you star t  f rom the sentence before :  

“There were no members  avai lab le on 

that  day because i t  was the weekend.   

But  for tunate ly I  was able to  get  hold of  

Capta in Zungu,  who fu r ther  accompanied 

me to the said address. ”  10 

Now here comes the important  par t :  

“On our way,  then Br igadier  Ramangwa 

sent  to  me th is  war rant  of  arrest .   He 

fur ther  e laborated to me that  th is  war rant  

of  ar rest  was o f  importance.   I  then 

proceeded there  together  wi th Capta in  

Zungu.   On our  way,  we received a ca l l  

f rom General  S ib iya ,  te l l ing me that  I  

must  a lso fo rward th is  war rant  to  Mr  

Mat la la because at  that  t ime Mr Mat la la  20 

had a secur i t y  company,  accord ing  to Mr  

Mat la la to  General  S ib iya.   Mr Mat la la  

and h is secur i t y  company a lways have a  

provis ion where Musa usual ly  goes on 

weekends. ”  
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Okay?  Do you see that?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  see.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wel l ,  le t  me pause there before I  go any 

fur ther .   Why d id you make th is  ca l l  to  Sergeant  Nkos i?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  th ink,  I  am qui te  sure that  I  do not  th ink  

you real ly  bel ieve that  I  would do such a th ing  as an 

evidence leader.   Why I  am saying  that ,  to  star t  wi th ,  Musa 

Khawula  has got  more than one warrant  of  ar rest .   I  th ink  

there are th ree.   There is  one at tempted murder,  and 

another  one is  murder,  and th is  one at  that  t ime.   I f  that  10 

was the case,  I  would have g iven h im a l l  o f  them i f  I  am the 

one who gave them.   But  that  is  not  the case,  and I  never 

made such a ca l l .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you are saying you d id not  ca l l  h im?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  d id  not .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    He goes on to say that ,  i f  you scro l l  

down to page 253 ,  f i rs t  o f  a l l ,  le t  me say he says he 

forwarded to Mr Mat la la .   And then page 253,  at  the top of  

the page:  

“After  45 minutes,  I  received again  a ca l l  20 

f rom General  S ib iya ,  te l l ing me that ,  or  

conf i rming to me,  about  what  a l ready 

General  Ramangwa had said to  me,  that  

th is  mat ter  is  a  mat ter  of  importance.   

The person invo lved there,  he d id not  
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ment ion who he was,  but  he ment ioned to  

me that  he is  ge t t ing pressure f rom the 

head of f i ce.   Head of f ice,  the of f ice of  

the Deputy Min ister ,  he is  get t ing  

pressure f rom them.  I  then asked the  

Deputy Nat ional  Commissioner,  what  is  

so important  about  th is  charge?  Because 

accord ing to me,  there is  no sense of  

urgency.   He sa id th is  guy insul ted a 

member of  Par l iament .   He to ld me now 10 

the member that  he created cr ime against  

is  Mr Fik i le  Mbalu la ,  the  Secretary of  the 

ANC.  The other  one is  Mr Zee.   So 

basica l ly ,  they were the compla inants.   

So th is  mat ter  was put t ing h im under  

pressure.   That  i s  the reason we had to 

leave everyth ing and at tend to i t . ”  

What  i s  your  response to th is?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  th ink,  Chai r ,  that  must  te l l  you that  Mr 

Nkosi  was not  te l l ing the t ruth,  for  s imple reasons.   We 20 

have in  the pol ice what  we cal l  t racking teams.   Tracking  

teams are the teams that  actual ly  work on the warrant  of  

ar rest .   Now,  there are thousands and thousands of  warrant  

of  a rrest  and we have got  t racking  teams in  each and every  

province that  only  t racks people tha t  are to  be ar rested.  
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 Now,  in  my case,  in i t ia l l y ,  because the t racking  

teams were –  I  am one of  the people who the Nat ional  

Commissioner  gave an inst ruct ion  to and said I  want  the  

t racking teams to  be resusci ta ted and to work and to put  

groups together  and to do a new cal l -up inst ruct ions,  and 

then we put  them together  in  p laces,  and then for  them to 

have accommodat ion and to star t  t racking.    

 So every  Monday,  we have thousands and 

thousands that  report ,  people tha t  are reportedly ar rested 

over  the weekend or  fo r  that  par t i cu la r  week,  because every 10 

Monday there is  th is  report  there.   So now,  which means on 

th is  one of  Musa Khawula ,  i f  there  is  a warrant  of  a rrest ,  i t  

wi l l  automat ica l l y  fa l l  to  the t rack ing teams because they 

know where they get  the warrant  of  arrest .  

 So in  th is  one,  you wi l l  a lso see that  I  do not  even  

know who appl ied fo r  the warrant  of  a rrest  and how i t  was 

appl ied for ,  and even the people who were ar rested in  KZN.   

And last ly ,  Sergeant  Nkosi ,  a t  h is  level ,  because he is  f ive 

levels below me,  f ive,  he wi l l  never  ask me a quest ion that  

says,  but  what  is  so important  about  th is  th ing?  Why must  20 

we be jumping l i ke th is  for  th is  th ing?  I t  is  not  t rue.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So when he says that  you cal led  

h im twice on that  day,  he is  not  te l l ing the t ruth ?  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  cannot  say he is  not  te l l ing the t ruth.   

A l l  I  can say is  that  i t  is  not  t rue.   I  never ca l led h im on th is  
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war rant  of  a rrest  and …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Could you have cal led h im about  

something e lse on the same day?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I t  is  possib le.   I t  is  possib le.   And i t  i s  

a lso possib le that  I  might  have spoken on th is  one.   When I  

say i t  i s  a lso possib le that  I  must  have spoken to  h im on 

th is  one,  i f  th is  person now was,  for  an example,  we get  

in format ion that  comes and says th is  person wi l l  be in  such 

and such a p lace because there w i l l  be a par ty where they 

wi l l  be.   I  now know,  and when I  know,  the team that  I  wi l l  10 

choose is  a team that  I  wi l l  say,  hey,  th is  i s  what  wi l l  be  

happening.    

 Not  only,  I  wi l l  just  g ive an example,  not  only on  

th is  one.   Let  us take fo r  an example of  Mr Boshoga.   Then 

you get  a ca l l  f rom the fami ly  that  says we understand th is  

house and th is  house and th is  house,  th is  is  where  our  son 

wi l l  be.   Then I  put  the  team together .   They go and h i t  

those houses there.    

 So that  is ,  so I  say I  do not  deny that  I  might  have 

maybe spoken to  –  he reported to Br igadier  Ramangwa.   20 

And then I  must  have spoken to Br igadier  Ramangwa,  but  I  

am the guy who is  a lso,  as much as I  am st rategic,  I  am 

also on the  ground when i t  comes to t rac ing and t racking  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you spoke to Br igadier  Ramangwa,  is  
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that  what  you said?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    About  th is  a rres t?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  cont inue,  and what  d id you 

d iscuss?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    What  we d iscussed is  l ike,  remember i t  is  

war rant  of  ar rest  three,  warrant  inc luding the murder,  and 

say i f  we received in format ion tha t  says he wi l l  be in  such 

and such a p lace,  maybe they must .   But  I  do not  say th is  is  10 

what  happened.   A l l  I  am saying is  that  I  do not  remember  

ca l l ing Nkosi  speci f ica l l y  and say,  I  have pressure f rom the 

Deputy Min ister .   I t  never happened.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Were you rece iv ing any pressure f rom 

the Deputy Min ister?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  have never received any pressure f rom 

anybody.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    From anyone,  not  even f rom any 

pol i t i c ian?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No.    20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    And what  was your in te rest  in  Mr Musa 

Khawula  again?  Why were you fo l lowing th is  c losely?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  never was in terested in  Musa Khawula .   

I  am interested in  the arrest  of  the suspects that  are wanted  

and those that  are the warrant  of  ar rest  throughout  the  
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count ry.   And we ar rest  thousands and thousands per  week.   

Every Monday you can check the stat is t ics.   I t  is  not  only 

Musa.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Are you in terested in  a l l  o f  them?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you pay at tent ion to a l l  o f  those 

thousands of  ar rests?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    To a l l  o f  them.  That  is  why we report  on  

Monday.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  what  you are being asked,  and 10 

I  th ink what  you are being asked is ,  in  a l l  the thousand and 

thousand weekend cases,  do you cal l ,  I  do not  know 

whether  Ramangwa is  the invest igat ing of f i cer ,  bu t  do you 

cal l  fo r  each one of  those hundreds and hundreds?  Do you 

cal l  whoever i s  deal ing wi th that  war rant ,  a l l  o f  them, and 

ask about  i t?    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No,  no.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    You do not .   So the quest ion is ,  why th is  

one in  par t i cu lar ,  is  what  Ms Hass im is  asking.   Why would 

you have asked about  th is  one in  par t i cu lar?   20 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    L ike I  ind icated ear l ie r  that  somet imes i f  

you do get  in fo rmat ion f rom informers that  te l l s  you that  we 

know so-and-so and so -and-so is  wanted and then he wi l l  

be at  such-and-such a p lace,  there wi l l  be a g ig  a t  such-

and-such a p lace.   Then,  obviously,  i t  is  to  in form the  pol ice 
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that  there wi l l  be  a g ig.   They say th is  par t icu la r  suspect  

against  whom we do have a warrant  of  a rrest  wi l l  be there.   

Put  the team together ,  Br igadier  Ramangwa,  and see i f  th is  

person can be arrested.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you –  go ahead.   So you received 

in format ion f rom an in former?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.   Okay,  so I  might  have .   When I  say 

I  might  have,  I  am t ry ing not  to  move away f rom the fact  

that  I  might  have cal led or  maybe spoken to Br igadier  

Ramangwa.   A l l  I  know is  that  who reports to  me in  re lat ion  10 

to th is  warrant  of  ar rest  i s  Br igadier  Ramangwa.   And once I  

have g iven them informat ion,  they themselves a lso would 

come and say,  no,  we have received in format ion that  there 

wi l l  be a par ty at  such -and-such a  p lace.   He wi l l  be there.   

And then I  wi l l  say,  a l l  r ight ,  le t  us see,  but  good luck.   That  

is  how i t  works.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So I  am not  fo l lowing your ev idence.   

You are saying i t  could be that  you received that .   An 

in former ca l led  you to say th is .   That  tha t  would  

…[intervenes] .  20 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    You see …[intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You are  t ry ing  to say i t  i s  possib le that  

you spoke to Br igadier .   I  do not  understand your ev idence.   

E i ther  you cal led Br igadier  Ramangwa and you spoke to h im 

about  something in  par t icu la r  because you say because you 
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had in format ion.   E i ther  that  happened or  i t  d id  not .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    You see,  Chai r ,  Br igadier  Ramangwa is  a  

person that  I  was c lose to.   He is  no longer  in  the pol ice  

now.   He is  a person that  I  was c lose to.   I f  there  is  any 

in tervent ion that  I  need,  he is  one of  the people that  I  would 

a lso ta lk  to .   But  now in th is  case,  they wi l l  a lso to you that  

we have spoken to the t racking teams,  they say,  or  they 

have received in format ion that  there wi l l  be a g ig  a t  such-

and-such a p lace.   This person wi l l  be there.   I  am going to 

put  a team together  that  wi l l  go and deal  wi th  the s i tuat ion.   10 

That  is  how i t  works.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Did he report  to  you d i rect ly ,  B r igadier  

Ramangwa?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  I  am …[intervenes] .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Sorry,  Chai r ,  le t  me just  c la r i fy  th is .   Why 

I  say he was a l ready on pension,  these are those that  we 

cal led back to come and assist  the detect ive in  terms of  

the i r  exper ience.   Now,  he was work ing wi th,  le t  us say,  

Br igadier  Shib i r i .   But  because of  the  fact  that  you get  20 

in tervent ions,  requests,  whether  f rom the Min ister ,  Nat ional  

Commissioner ,  Deputy Min isters  or  anybody that  says 

Remember,  a t  an  . . . [ ind ist inct ]  o r  wherever they are,  they 

a lso receive compla ints.   And as they receive compla ints,  

they of f load them to the Nat ional  Commissioner  or  to  me.   
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And as they of f load them to me,  I  a lso pass on to the team 

and say,  p lease respond,  and then g ive feedback.  

 Now,  what  we do under normal  c i rcumstances is  to  

make sure that  i f  someone compla ined to the Nat ional  

Commissioner  or  to  the  Min ister  o r  to  the Deputy  Min ister ,  I  

do not  want  to  get  a reminder f rom the  Min ister  that  I  d id  

not  do the job.    

 So what  I  do is  you wi l l  fo l low up and say,  you 

remember ,  and there  is  many of  such compla ints where  a  

parent ,  a  mother  wi l l  be cry ing and say my son d ied and I  10 

do not  see much at tent ion,  p lease.   Then the  Min is ter  wi l l  

send i t  to  me.   Then I  wi l l  put  a  team together  that  says 

p lease t ry  to  in tervene and then see how best  we can 

resolve th is  mat ter .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  you sa id in  d i rect  answer to  my 

quest ion,  you said that  yes,  he  reports to  you,  and then you 

say he worked c losely wi th General  Shib i r i .   Can you just  

expla in what  tha t  means?  I  do  not  understand what  i t  

means.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    General  Shib i r i  is  a  component  head of  20 

Organised Cr ime,  which a lso of  wh ich Br igadier  Ramangwa 

is  to  report  to  because he s igned Br igadier  Ramangwa's 

i t inerar ies and a l l  those th ings.   But  i t  is  the k ind of  a  

person who my of f ice has got  access to,  where I  ca l led  

Br igadier  Ramangwa.   General  Sh ib i r i  is  a lso as busy as I  
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am in the sense that  he wi l l  Chai r  meet ings.   Let  us say i t  i s  

cash- in- t ransi t  o r  i t  is  extor t ions or  whatever ,  but  he is  

work ing wi th other  senior  managers.   Somet imes you f ind 

that  he is  at  the col lege in  a meet ing.    

 Now,  when you say Br igadier  Ramangwa or  you just  

say to the PA,  p lease cal l  me Br igadier  Ramangwa.   And as 

he comes and you say here are  the people.   Somet imes 

when people come in to  see me,  I  s i t  wi th  –  I  wi l l  ca l l  

Br igadier  Ramangwa to come and s i t  wi th  so that  they take 

notes,  and as they take notes then they must  fo l low up.   So 10 

i t  is  just  a  normal  course of  work ing c i rcumstances or  the  

way we work.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  so the long and short  is  he d id  

not  report  to  you.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Who?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ramangwa.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    He reported to me,  to  Shib i r i .   I  cannot  

say he d id not  report  to  me when I  was a lso g iv ing h im 

inst ruct ions.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  no,  no.   There is  a st ructure ,  there 20 

is  a l ine of  command,  and wi th Sergeant  Nkosi ,  you are very 

c lear  about  i t .   You say he does not  report  to  me,  he is  f ive 

levels down,  so  you understand what  I  am asking  you.   I t  

does not  mean you d id not  work wi th h im or  you d id not  

involve h im in  other  th ings that  you were doing re lated to 



    23 FEBRUARY 2026 – DAY 65 

Page 226  o f  249  

 

 

your  work.   You descr ibe h im cor rect ly ,  you say he is  f i ve 

levels down,  I  do not  have a d i rect  work ing re lat ionship wi th  

h im.   I  am asking you the same quest ion about  Br igadier  

Ramangwa.   He e i ther  reports to  you or  he reports to  

General  Shib i r i  s t ructura l l y ,  o r  he  reports to  both  of  you 

st ructura l l y  is  the  quest ion I  am asking.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  th ink ,  Commissioner,  you need to  

understand how the pol ice funct ion .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  General ,  I  do not  want  to  hear how 

they funct ion.   I  hear  you saying you d id speak to Br igadier  10 

Ramangwa about  th is  work,  th is ,  and you feed in format ion  

when you get  i t ,  so I  understand that .   I  am asking  you a  

s imple,  s t ra ight fo rward quest ion.   You confuse me when you 

say he reports to  you and then in  your  fur ther  explanat ion  

you say he works  wi th General  Shib i r i .   I  do not  understand 

what  that  means.   He e i ther  reports  to  you or  he does not .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    But  do you see where I  come f rom,  

Commissioner Ba loyi ,  when I  say you are not  prepared to  

l is ten to my answer  …[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    No,  General  …[intervenes] .  20 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Let  me speak …[ intervenes] .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  am sor ry.   Wi th respect ,  General ,  i t  is  

a  t i red l ine when you keep on say ing,  you see,  you do not  

understand,  you do not  know how i t  works.   I  have asked 

you a s imple quest ion.   There is  a  subst ructure.   There is .   
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There is  a subst ructure.   You can say to me,  st ructura l l y ,  he 

reports  to  Genera l  Shib i r i ,  not  to  me,  but  I  do work w i th h im.   

Or the other  way around.   My quest ion is  capab le of  a  

s imple,  s t ra ight fo rward answer wi thout  a long explanat ion,  

General .   P lease.   You can answer.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Commissioners ,  Br igadier  Ramangwa 

reported to General  Shib i r i  s t ructura l ly ,  but  I  have access to 

a l l  o f  them and can cal l  anyone of  them anyt ime.   That  is  

why I  was saying  he reports to  me as wel l ,  in  such a way 

that  I  was just  t ry ing to cover …[intervenes] .  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    That  is  what  you meant .   That  is  what  

you meant .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  that  is  f ine.   I  am happy wi th that  

answer.   Thank you.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  le t  us just  c lar i f y  a few 

th ings because just  l i ke Advocate  Hassim,  I  got  a l i t t le  b i t  

confused.   So le t  us take i t  s tep by step.   Br igadier  

Ramangwa reports to  General  Shib i r i ,  correct?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Correct .  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And then Sergeant  Nkosi  reports to  

Br igadier  Ramangwa.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Sergeant  Nkosi  reported to,  I  th ink,  i t  i s  

a  Ant i -Gang Uni t  …[intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I f  you do not  know,  you can just  say 
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you do not  know.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  th ink i t  is  Ant i -Gang Uni t .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  here is  my point .   As between the 

three of  them, there would be noth ing wrong wi th them 

discussing a warrant  and somebody who is  wanted because 

there is  a warrant  in  p lace because they are pol ice o f f icers.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    S imi lar ly ,  they could d iscuss that  wi th  

you.   Cor rect?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And even Sergeant  Nkosi ,  because 

f rom t ime to t ime he runs errands for  you,  he could te l l  you 

i f  there was a  warrant  for  somebody e lse,  fo r  that  person 's  

ar rest .   And because the two of  you are pol icemen,  there 

would be noth ing  wrong wi th the  two of  you having that  

d iscussion.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Now,  the d i f f icu l t  par t  is  th is .   When 

Sergeant  Nkosi  says to th is  Commission you to ld h im to 

forward th is  same warrant  to  Cat  Mat la la ,  you are  saying 20 

Sergeant  Nkosi  is  ly ing,  he is  not  te l l ing the t ruth.   Did I  

understand you cor rect ly?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And that  he  is  fa lse ly impl ica t ing you 

in  wrongdoing,  because you have a l ready admi t ted that  i t  
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would be wrong to share that  warrant  wi th  Mr Mat la la .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Ja.   Now he goes a step fu r ther ,  and 

th is  i s  where I  am going to stop.   He says your ins t ruct ion,  

he d id not  see anyth ing wrong wi th i t .   In  fact ,  he says i t  

would be appropr ia te fo r  them, C AT Secur i ty  Serv ices,  when 

they ef fect  arrest ,  that  they must  have a warrant .   He d id  

not  see any problem wi th i t  because usual ly  SAPS do work  

wi th pr ivate secur i ty  companies.   And then he forwarded the 

warrant  to  Mr Mat la la .   So th roughout ,  he says he was 10 

act ing on your ins t ruct ions.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No.   I  deny that  he was work ing under my 

inst ruct ions.   And in  an at tempt  to  demonst rate that  he was 

not  te l l ing the t ru th,  I  t r ied to a lso  demonst rate that  i f  that  

was the case,  you would be s i t t ing wi th two or  three 

warrants of  ar rest  because those are the warrants o f  arrest  

that  we had,  but  he had only that  one,  which means he d id  

not  receive them f rom me.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    No.   General ,  you must  remember  

that  we are ta lk ing about  a speci f ic  date when he was cal led 20 

by Br igadier  Ramangwa and he was to ld that  here is  a  

warrant .   There may very wel l  have been other  warrants out  

there,  but  on th is  speci f ic  day,  he says he was on h is way 

somewhere.   Then Br igadier  Ramangwa cal led h im and sent  

h im th is  war rant  and then there was th is  d iscussion that  
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ensued.    

 And in  th is  d iscussion,  he says he then proceeded 

there wi th Capta in Zungu.   On thei r  way,  he received a ca l l  

f rom you,  and you inst ructed h im to forward the same 

warrant  to  Cat  Mat la la.   So that  is  the sequence.   Let  us 

focus only on th is  war rant ,  not  many other  war rants that  

may or  may not  have been out  there.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I t  is  not  t rue.   I  deny,  and I  have never 

done such a th ing.   I  would  not  have,  because even i f  we 

work wi th pr ivate secur i t ies on other  mat ters of  secur i ty ,  but  10 

not  in  re lat ion to the ar rest ing of  the people.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And one last  th ing.   He says the 

reason why you to ld h im to share i t  wi th  Mr Mat la la is  

because Mr Mat la la went  to  p laces where Mr Khawula  

usual ly  f requented,  and you had th is  bel ie f  that  they may 

see h im there and they can assist  in  the ar rest .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do not  know how Mr Mat la la l ives h is 

l i fe  and whether  he f requents those p laces.   Because those 

p laces,  the way I  know,  I  do not  know how to ca l l  i t ,  Chai r .   

[Vernacular ] .   20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  was hoping that  we could  explo i t  

your  extensive detect ive sk i l ls ,  and you would know th is  

p lace bet ter  than we do.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Mr…  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Are  they c lubs?  Let  us  cut  th is  shor t .   
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Are they c lubs?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    More than that .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Maybe le t  us leave i t  a t  that .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  want  to  wr i te  something,  and then the 

Chai r  must  te l l  me whether  I  can say i t  o r  not .  

CHAIRPERSON :    P lease,  p lease,  General .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Let  me put  something.   I  wish  and pray 

that  the Chai r  wi l l  not  say I  must  say i t .   I t  is  known,  and 

even i f  you were to ta lk  to  h im,  i t  is  something that  is  there.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   I  see no problem wi th  saying  10 

i t .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Chai r ,  you put  me in  a  d i f f icu l t  posi t ion 

now.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  a minute.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    You see,  General ,  you cal l  these 

th ings because a l l  I  asked was,  i s  i t  a  c lub?  And you chose 

to wr i te  i t  down,  so you are wr i t ing i t  down  …[intervenes] .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Chai r ,  I  would say i t  is  a  c lub,  af ter  n ine  

c lubs.   I  wi l l  leave i t  a t  that .    

CHAIRPERSON :    A f ter  n ine c lubs,  a l l  r ight .  20 

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    So what  is  the answer to  the quest ion?  

I  th ink you asked the quest ion about  …[intervenes] .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    P lease remind me of  the quest ion,  Chai r .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    General ,  the l ine of  quest ion ing was 
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to  th is  ef fect ,  that  Capta in Nkosi  says one of  the  reasons 

why you inst ructed h im to g ive the warrant  to  Mr  Mat la la 

was because Mr  Mat la la  f requents  or  goes to p laces where  

Mr Khawula  usual ly  goes and they might  see h im there and 

assist  wi th  the arrest .   So maybe le t  me read i t  for  you 

because I  do not  want  to  misquote.   He says :  

“On our way,  we received a ca l l  f rom 

General  S ib iya te l l ing me that  I  must  

forward th is  war rant  to  Mr Mat la la  

because at  that  t ime Mr Mat la la  had a 10 

secur i t y  company.   Accord ing to Mr 

Mat la la  to  Genera l  S ib iya,  Mr Mat la la  and 

h is  secur i t y  company a lways have the 

provis ion where Musa usual ly  goes on 

weekends. ”  

Do you see that  in  252?  So le t  me not  misquote anybody.   I  

have read i t  for  you and th is  is  the reason Sergeant  Nkosi  

gave as the inst ruct ion that  was coming f rom you.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  deny the a l legat ions made by Sergeant  

Nkosi .   I t  is  not  cor rect ,  Chai r .  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    You a lso deny that  you spoke to  

Br igadier  Ramangwa when he was wi th Sergeant  Nkosi  to  

ef fect  th is  ar rest?    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    To Br igadier  Ramangwa,  I  wi l l  not  say I  

can deny that  because he was leading the task team .   So I  
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cannot  say I  deny or  admi t .   I  might  have.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Spoken to h im on the day of  the 

operat ion  to  arres t  …[ intervenes] .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I t  is  possib le.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    May I  cont inue?  General ,  th is  i s  a 

month af te r  you,  General  Shib i r i  and Mr Mat la la  were in  the 

same place together  at  your  house.   When you were  

together ,  d id th is  d iscussion of  Musa Khawula  come up at  

a l l?   Did h is  name come up or  any d iscussion around i t  take  10 

p lace on that  evening?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No,  Chai r .   No .   We have never been 

mysel f  and Shib i r i  and Mat la la  s i t t ing at  the same p lace at  

my son's engagement  and be busy d iscussing  Musa 

Khawula 's  i ssues.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   That  is  f ine.   I  hear  what  you 

say.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  ask,  just  to  c lar i f y ,  Genera l ,  i t  is  a  

very speci f i c  answer that  you are  g iv ing.   On the  day of  

your  son 's gather ing that  you had,  which is  the 24 t h  o f  20 

September,  is  there a t ime or  an  instance when you,  Mr  

Mat la la  and General  Shib i r i  were together?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No.   We never,  there  was never  a point  

where  we sa t  l ike we are together  l ike th is .   No,  i t  never  

happened because I  was the one host ing  and looking at  the 
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secur i t y  and the safety  and the up and down of  what  was 

needed.   And the other  th ing is  that  there were a lo t  o f  

people that  I  d id  not  know where  they come f rom.   

Remember,  my son 's f iancée is  f rom outs ide Joburg and 

there were people  that  came wi th her  and a lso f rom the s ide  

of  my son's f r iends that  were wi th h im.   I  do not  want  to  say 

where,  but  not  local .   And so there were many people th ere.   

So I  could not  re lax and just  s i t  and see i f  l i ke I  have got  

acquaintances,  people.   So I  had to be on my feet .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   Thank you,  General .  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    General ,  ear l ier  today when we were  

ta lk ing about  the  14 t h  o f  September,  you said that  there  

were about ,  i t  was a smal l  event .   There were about  20 

people.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So now you are saying that  there were 

too many people.   I  mean,  20 people is  not  actual ly  a  lo t .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  agree.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And,  you know,  especia l ly  s ince 

amongst  those 20 people are fami ly  members.   So there 20 

were other  guests that  were present  that  were not  fami ly 

making up the 20 ,  and you say you d id not  speak to them as 

the host ,  even though i t  was a smal l  event .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I f  you can see,  i f  we were  to d isp lay the  

chats,  between when my fami ly  were prepar ing and then my 
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son says I  wi l l  br ing 10 f rom my col leagues and the f iancé 

says I  wi l l  br ing  10.   Then f rom there,  i t  i s  my mom and my 

son 's mom and whoever i s  there .   Now,  as you know,  

Commissioners,  I  th ink we a l l  l ive in  th is  wor ld as we know 

i t .    

 As you have 20 people,  i t  was la te.   People dr ips  

and drabs in  that  you d id not  ca l l ,  that  you d id  not  expect .   

I t  happens.   So I  do not  say i t  was overwhelmingly too many 

people,  but  a l l  I  can say is  that  we prepared for  20.   I t  was 

20 in  terms of  the log ist ics of  the cater ing and whatever  10 

that  needed to happen.   Because I  was at  the point  o f  

saying I  d id  not  need the 300  000 when I  was ta lk ing about  

the 20 number ,  but  at  the la ter  s tage,  I  am just  ta lk ing  

about  now when I  say i t  was busy because now i t  is  at  n ight  

and you have got  s t rangers in  the yard.   We just  cannot  s i t  

down and s i t  and re lax.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so i t  actual ly  was a b igger event .   

I t  was not  just  20 people.  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No,  i t  was not  a b igger event .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  i t  s ta r ted of f  wi th  20  and i t  20 

became a b igger event .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Wel l ,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   I  rea l l y  do not  want  to  take that  

any fu r ther  wi th you.   Can we jus t  go to page 200 of  the  

chats,  which wou ld be Fi le  7?  I t  is  chat  number 6 .   I t  is  
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Sergeant  Nkosi  to  you.   He says  –  le t  me just  get  the date.   

I t  is  8  January  2025 ,  and he says Musa Khawula  is  

ar rested.   And then you respond to say,  by  who?  Do you 

see that?  Do you recal l  that  exchange tak ing p lace?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And why d id  Sergeant  Nkosi  fee l  the  

need to report  back to you that  Musa Khawula  is  ar rested?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Because he knew that  we were  looking 

for  Musa Khawula .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and then af te r  that  exchange,  10 

there is  a phone cal l  f rom you to Sergeant  Nkosi .   Was that  

to  d iscuss the ar rest?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do not  know.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   Let  us  go then to 11 January 

2025.   So that  would be page 202.   And you wi l l  see th is  

message f rom you to Sergeant  Nkosi ,  and I  th ink that  they 

have fo rwarded the messages.   The f i rs t  one,  at  chat  

number 4.   Do you see i t?    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  see i t .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  says:  20 

“Good evening,  Br igadier .   He is  in  

Sandton cel l s  f rom yesterday. ”  

So that  would have been 10 January 2025.   And then the 

next  message immediate ly af te r  that  says :  

“This i s  Musa Khawula .   The team has 
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safe ly  deta ined h im in San dton f rom 

KZN. ”  

You fo rwarded those messages to Sergeant  Nkosi .   Do you 

know who is  the br igadier  in  that  message?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I t  would have been Br igadier  Ramangwa.   

But  what  I  do not  understand is  me forwarding i t ,  le t  us  say,  

to  Nkosi  because Nkosi  is  the one who to ld me,  I  th ink,  that  

Musa Khawula  has been arrested,  i f  I  remember.   So I  do 

not  understand i f  I  am the one now to say he is  deta ined at  

Sandton and I  sent  i t  to  Nkosi  because they were the one 10 

actual ly  feeding me wi th in fo rmat ion.   I  d id  not  even know 

he was ar rested and by who and where.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  but  you seem to have been 

forwarded th is  message.   And correct  me i f  I  am wrong,  but  

i t  seems l ike i t  was a  message that  was sent  to  Br igadier  

Ramangwa f rom whoever,  the ar rest ing of f i cers perhaps,  

saying:  

“Good evening,  Br igadier .   He is  in  

Sandton f rom yesterday.   This i s  Musa 

Khawula .   The team has safe ly de ta ined 20 

h im. ”  

And then the br igadier  sent  i t  on  to you to keep you 

in formed.   Is  that  r ight?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And again,  just  why was i t  
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necessary for  you to be kept  in formed of  th is?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Maybe because of  the fact  that  i f  we 

were work ing on a pro ject ,  a l l  o f  us,  and we know that  a l l  o f  

us have been ta lk ing,  communicat ing about  these th ings.   

What  must  be known,  Chai r ,  is  that  i t  happened in  many 

instances that  they get  a ca l l  that  says he is  at  such -and-

such a p lace and they rush and they do not  f ind.   And then, 

so I  know the fact  that  there are  people who have been 

act ive ly work ing on th is  p ro ject .   So i f  i t  happened that  I  

sent  to  h im,  i t  is  possib le a lso.   I  do not  want  to  deny i t .    10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Ja,  my in teres t  real ly  i s  because there 

is  a consistent  involvement .   You know,  you are involved.   

You kept  involved.   You kept  in formed throughout ,  and 

which suggests a very par t i cu lar  in terest  in  th is  a rres t .   And 

I  am want ing to know f rom you why the par t i cu lar  in terest  in  

th is  ar rest?  Because I  imagine that  i t  is  not  every arrest  

that  you are kept  in  the loop about  to  th is  extent .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I t  is  not  only th is  one.   There has been 

many arrests where,  fo r  instance,  i f  we real ly  have to work  

on something and we are work ing as a group on i t  or  we are 20 

pushing on i t ,  we communicate.   I t  is  a  normal  work ing  

envi ronment .   So th is  i s  the way I  worked or  I  work.   I  work  

wi th cer ta in group of  people that  I  know that  even when I  

ca l l  and say  cash- in- t ransi t ,  le t  us rush,  we go.   Or there is  

th is  th ing that  is  happening,  le t  us  go.   And these are the  
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people that  I  know that  I  can go deeper wi th them in the 

operat ion.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  I  th ink in  your  statement  

somewhere you descr ibe your re lat ionship wi th Sergeant 

Nkosi  and you say you have a personal  re lat ionship wi th  

h im.   You do not  have a work re lat ionship wi th h im.   Work in  

the sense of  he does not  report  to  you.   You do not  deal  

wi th  mat ters of  work.   But  here  he is  report ing  to you 

consistent ly  on th is  one case,  which you say Br igadier  10 

Ramangwa was in  charge of .   So i t  is  not  h is  case.   I t  is  not  

Sergeant  Nkosi 's  case  and he is  report ing to  you.   How do 

you expla in that  in  the context  of  th is  quest ion f rom Ms 

Hassim that  why does Sergeant  Nkosi  th ink you have an 

in terest ,  that  k ind of  in te rest  in  a mat ter  where he is  not  

leading?  I t  is  no t  h is  mat ter .   You do not  have a report ing 

l ine re lat ionship wi th h im.   In  fact ,  you have gone so far  as 

to  say you do not  have a  work re lat ionship wi th h im or  about  

work mat ters.   This seems to suggest  otherwise.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    The re lat ionship  wi th Sergeant  Nkosi ,  I  20 

am t ry ing to be sensi t ive to  the warning ear l ie r  that  says,  

look,  we are being asked speci f i ca l ly  on th is  one,  but  I  just  

wanted to ind icate that  Sergeant  Nkosi  has got  the  

re lat ionship not  only wi th me as a  senior  person.   He has 

got  the  re lat ionship wi th senior  of f ic ia ls ,  inc luding General  
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Senthumule hersel f ,  b ik ing,  b i r thday par t ies,  everyth ing.   

The same appl ies  to  General  Mk hwanazi ,  b ik ing.   They have 

got  a s imi la r  re lat ionship I  have wi th h im.   So I  am just  

t ry ing to say i t  was not  an ext raord inary s i tuat ion type of  a  

s i tuat ion.   He is  just  a  socia l i te ,  over  and above of  h im 

being a normal  employee.    

 So the fact  that  I  had a personal  re lat ionship wi th 

h im is  in  a sense that  he is  the k ind  of  a  person that  could 

come when I  have something and then he wi l l  say to me,  I  

am coming here to assist  you,  General ,  and then leave me.   10 

So I  do not  know how to descr ibe  i t  any fu r ther  than that ,  

but  he is  the k ind  of  a  co l league that  real l y  we had a good 

re lat ionship wi th.   You bui ld  a re lat ionship over  a per iod.   

The same appl ies  to  my protector ,  my dr iver  protector .   You 

bui ld  a re lat ionsh ip wi th h im.   When you have something at  

home,  he wi l l  be  here wi th you even i f  i t  means he must  

park h is  of f ic ia l  car ,  then he star ts  tak ing my car .   I t  is  a f ter  

hours,  then he is  help ing me.   This is  l i fe .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    General ,  the personal  re lat ionship and 

in teract ions are c lear ly  v is ib le f rom the exchanges,  and you 20 

have spoken to  that .   I  am asking about  work - re lated 

mat ters.   And I  ask because in  your  statement ,  and I  am 

t ry ing to f ind my f i le .   In  your  statement  you qui te  f i rmly say 

we have noth ing  to do wi th each other  when i t  comes to 

work.   He is  fa r  jun ior  to  me.   He does not  report  to  me.    
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 So you speak very f i rmly about  i t  so that  unt i l  one 

has seen the chats about  that  touch on work mat ters and 

has looked at  h is  ev idence,  which  Ms Hassim has referred 

you to,  the impression your statement  has f i rmly conveyed 

is  he is  just  a  f r iend.   He is  a n ice person,  and I  do admi t  I  

am very c lose to h im,  but  noth ing to do wi th work.    

 This d iscussion now has you and Sergeant  Nkosi  

d iscussing work mat ters in  a mat ter  where  i t  is  not  c lear  

why is  he report ing th is  to  you when i t  is  not  h is  case.   I t  is 

Br igadier  Ramangwa's case ,  and he has no report ing l ine to  10 

you.   Why is  he g iv ing you a l l  o f  these deta i l s  about  a case 

that  involves Mr Mat la la?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I f  somewhere in  th is  statement  th is  is  

what  I  sa id,  that  I  do not  have any work re lat ionship wi th 

Sergeant  Nkosi ,  i t  w i l l  be real l y  wrong.   Because I  have 

assigned h im,  i f  I  remember wel l ,  I  met  h im a lso somet imes 

in  Musina where he went .   And i f  a l l  o f  them, I  have access 

to them and we deal  wi th  work,  work -re lated stuf f ,  I  cannot  

say real l y  I  do not  have a work re lat ionship and i t  is  an 

of f ic ia l ,  I  have a personal  re lat ionship.  20 

 I t  wi l l  not  make sense complete ly.   So I  do not  

know how i t  then s l ipped my eyes where i t  came to that  

point .   And i t  is  not  actual ly  even because of  the pro be or  

the quest ion ing to  say that  I  am now changing to no.   There  

is  no way you wi l l  not  have a work re lat ionship  wi th a 
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person that  you came and met  at  work  and that  you work  

wi th.   I  have worked on d i f ferent  operat ions wi th  h im.   So I  

cannot  say I  do not  have a work re lat ionship wi th h im.   So i t  

is  an overs ight  o r  i t  is  a  mistake that  I  want  to  categor ica l ly  

put  before the Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Paragraph 219,  I  th ink,  Commissioner  

Baloyi .   219 of  the statement ,  i f  that  i s  of  any ass istance 

and fo l lowing.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja,  I  th ink th is  wi l l  be the las t  point ,  

General ,  before we adjourn,  the Chai r  ind icates to me,  but  10 

th is  i s  what  you say.   I t  is  unt rue that ,  th is  i s  paragraph 219 

of  your  statement :  

“ I t  is  unt rue that  Sergeant  Fannie  Nkosi  

works under my command,  or  that  he  

acted as my midd leman for  the passing of  

money to or  through me.   Whi le  Sergeant  

Fannie Nkosi  fa l ls  wi th in my broader 

por t fo l io ,  he does not  report  to  me.   He is  

severa l  levels below me in organisat ional  

h ie rarchy and has a d i rect  l ine manager 20 

to whom he reports,  which is  not  me. ”  

And then you go on to say i t  is  cor rect  at  paragraph 220,  

you say:  

“ i t  is  cor rect  that  Sergeant  Fannie  Nkosi  

and I  have a c lose personal  re lat ionship.   
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However,  that  re lat ionship does not  

t ranslate  in to  nor  does i t  ev idence any 

corrupt  or  improper conduct . ”  

So what  I  put  to  you,  G eneral ,  what  I  put  to  you,  and le t  me 

g ive you the chance to correct  my v iew,  I  put  to  you that  

your  statement  says you have no work ing re lat ionship wi th  

h im.   But  I  want  to  correct  mysel f .   In  fact ,  you say he has 

no d i rect  report ing l ine to you.   He has a manager  that  he 

reports to .  

 So to the extent  that  I  have put  to  you that  you 10 

have said that  you have no work ing re lat ionship w i th h im,  

that  is  not  qui te  accurate.   I t  is  not  what  you said  in  your  

statement .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  accept  i t ,  Commissioner,  that  th is  is  

what  I  might  have said,  but  I  am put t ing i t  here  that  there  is  

no way that  I  can say I  do not  have any work ing re lat ionship  

wi th h im when he works wi th me in  my of f ice,  in  my v ic in i t y ,  

and I  have tasked h im many t imes.   And there would  not  be  

any reason for  me to real l y  l ie  and say I  do not  have any 

work ing re lat ionship wi th h im.   I  work wi th h im.  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight .  

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    And i f  th is  is  something that  I  need to 

correct ,  and that  I  wish that  i t  be corrected.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  okay.   You see,  I  can be fa i r  to 

you,  r ight?   
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LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Thank you very much.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Chai r ,  I  just  have one last  quest ion,  i f  

you wi l l  a l low me,  because then i t  means we can move of f  

th is  theme and star t  wi th  something new tomorrow.   So,  

General ,  i t  is  just  one last  quest ion to complete th is .   A f te r  

you sent  these messages to  Sergeant  Nkosi ,  he  then 

responds to you to say :  

“D i d  Zee cal l  you?  I  just  spoke to h im 

yesterday and gave h im your number. ”  10 

And you say :  

“Not  yet ,  but  I  am back to Joburg 

tomorrow. ”  

And he says :  

“Sharp. ”  

Who is  Zee?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Zee Nxumalo is  a businessman,  a wel l -

known businessman who is  in  the  tax i  f inancing indust ry.   

He owns a lo t  o f  businesses that  re lates to the tax is .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And why would he need to ca l l  you?  20 

What  d id you need to ta lk  to  h im about?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  do not  know,  because I  am being 

referred that ,  d id  Zee cal l  you?  And then the message 

says,  no,  I  sa id,  no,  not  yet ,  because he was asking me.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  d id he ca l l  you?  Did you speak to 
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h im?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No,  I  do  not  remember  ca l l ing me about  

Musa.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Did he cal l  you about  anyth ing,  Zee?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Yes,  there has been instances where  he 

spoke to me.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And what  i s  your  conversat ions w i th h im 

about?   

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    The f i rs t  conversat ion,  i f  I  remember,  

wi th  Mr Nxumalo ,  i t  was around about ,  I  need to  remind 10 

mysel f  because I  need to check f rom the  chat .   But  what  I  

know is  that  there was a ca l l  that  he made to me in  re lat ion 

to the compla int  that  he received in  re lat ion to a s i tuat ion,  I  

th ink i t  was in  a min ing envi ronment  in  K imber ley,  in  a 

min ing envi ronment  in  K imber ley,  where there was a person 

who was compla in ing and who he referred to me.   I  do have 

somewhere that  I  wanted to show.   I  am just  looking at  the  –  

because I  d id  come across i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    General ,  maybe you could look at  i t  

overn ight  and you could  g ive us the references tomorrow.   20 

But  just  to  f in ish of f  on th is ,  you recal l  when I  took you to 

the t ranscr ip t  o f  Sergeant  Nkosi .   Sergeant  Nkosi  sa id that  

there were two compla inants,  Mr Fik i le  Mbalu la and Mr Zee.  

So here,  when he says to you,  now that  Mr Khawula  is  

ar rested,  he  says to you,  d id Zee cal l  you?  He says not ,  



    23 FEBRUARY 2026 – DAY 65 

Page 246  o f  249  

 

 

and you reply,  no t  yet .   I t  suggests  that  Mr Zee was want ing  

to ta lk  to  you about  the arrest .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Wel l ,  I  do not  know,  and I  do not  th ink 

so,  s imply because of  the fact  that  i f  you real ly  want  to  look 

at  i t  th is  way,  le t  us f i rs t  look,  Chai r ,  you may even actual ly  

want  to  look at  the people who appl ied fo r  the warrant  of  

ar rest  who were involved.   I  do not  even know them.  So I  

do not  th ink he would want  to  ca l l  me in  re lat ion to that  par t  

o f  the arrest  of  Mr Khawula  because I  would have known 

who I  sent  to  go and apply fo r  the  warrant  of  a rrest .   I  do  10 

not  even know who arrested the people who were ar rested 

in  KZN.   I  do not  know whether  i t  was a t racking team or  a 

speci f ic  team, so I  would  not  know.   So qui te  honest ly  

speaking,  Chai r ,  I  cannot  say he wanted to ca l l  me for  that  

speci f ic  reason.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    The last  po int  on i t  is  tha t  what  

Sergeant  Nkosi  sa id is  that  you in formed h im of  th is ,  and 

then you see in  h is  chats that  he refers to  Zee.   So i t  

suggests that  what  he was saying to the Commission in  

ev idence is  consistent  wi th  the  way in  which he was 20 

communicat ing wi th you on the chats.   You can comment  on  

that ,  and then we wi l l  leave i t  a t  tha t .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Just  repeat  i t  for  me fo r  the last  t ime.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So what  Sergeant  Nkosi  sa id was that  

you had in formed h im that  i t  was Mr Fik i le  Mbalu la  and Mr  
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Zee who they were the ones wi th the in terest  in  the  arrest .   

You denied that  you had that  conversat ion wi th Sergeant  

Nkosi ,  and I  am saying to you that  when you go back to the 

chats,  what  he is  saying here is  consistent  wi th  what  he  

said in  the t ranscr ip t .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    No.   I  have never spoken to Mr Fik i le  

Mbalu la.   I  have never …[ intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    A t  least  in  re lat ion to Mr Nxumalo.    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    Not  at  a l l .   I  have not  spoken to h im.   I  

have not  spoken to Mr Zee Nxumalo  in  re lat ion  to th is  10 

mat ter .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    You deny that  you spoke to Sergeant  

Nkosi  about  Zee having been insul ted as a compla inant  and 

that  he was insul ted.   The compla int  is  he was insu l ted by  

Mr Khawula .   You deny that  k ind of  conversat ion wi th 

Sergeant  Nkosi .    

LT-GEN SIBIYA :    I  th ink,  fo r  now,  I  do not  remember  

ta lk ing to h im speci f ica l l y  about  tha t .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  thank you.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us adjourn  and resume a t  09:30 20 

tomorrow.  

INQUIRY POSTPONED TO 24 FEBRUARY 2026  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  
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