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PROCEEDINGS HELD ON 7 MAY 2026   

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning,  Mr S ikhakhane.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Good morning,  Chai rperson and 

Commissioners.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning to you too,  L ieutenant  

Colonel .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Good morning,  Commissioners .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you,  Commissioners.   May we 

proceed?  As you cor rect ly  sa id,  th is  is  Colonel  Jakobus  

Pr ins loo.   He wi l l  be our  wi tness today.   Can we do the 10 

administ rat ive par ts,  and then we wi l l  deal  wi th  the 

log ist i cs?   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   P lease state your fu l l  names 

for  the record.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Jakobus Jeremiah Pet rus Pr ins loo,  

Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   A re  you going to swear or  

aff i rm?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  wi l l  swear,  Your Worship.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Do you swear that  the evidence you are 20 

going to g ive is  the t ruth,  the who le t ruth,  noth ing but  the 

t ruth? I f  so,  p lease ra ise your r ight  hand and say,  So help  

me God.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    So help me God,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    
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JAKOBUS JEREMIAH PETRUS PRINSLOO :    (du ly sworn 

states)  

EXAMINATION BY ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you,  

Chai rperson.   We should have a  f i le  that  wi l l  be  ut i l ised 

today that  i s  before you,  and then there is  another  f i le  for  

the wi tness,  and then addi t ional ly  we have p laced exhib i ts  

behind you which  wi l l  be ut i l ised,  and I  wi l l  re fer  to  them as 

we go.   The statement  appears at  page 1 of  your  f i rs t  f i le ,  

or  the main f i le .    

 I  wi l l  take the wi tness through h is statement ,  but  I  10 

just  want  to  contextual ise where he f i ts  in .   I  th ink i t  i s  

important  that  we do so.   General  Flynn test i f ied yesterday 

about  the protocols and what  has to happen in  drug 

seizures and other  drug - re lated act iv i t ies  in  terms of  the 

law.   So,  I  wi l l  not  be going or  rehashing that  aspect ,  save 

to cor rect  one th ing perhaps,  not  even a cor rect ion.    

 There is  a use of  the inst ruct ion note of  2017,  but  i t  

is  Nat ional  Inst ruct ion  as i t  were,  but  there is  the  one of  

Inst ruct ion 2021.   I t  is  basica l l y  an amendment  of  the 

Nat ional  Inst ruct ion ,  but  the wording that  is  used is  20 

absolute ly  the same.   So,  I  do not  th ink i t  is  necessary to  

just  do  a compar ison and jump in.   The wording is  what  i s  

important ,  o r  the law as i t  were.   I  hope that  wi l l  no t  be an 

issue.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I t  was an issue,  Ms Sikhakhane,  
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because General  Mosik i l i  had refer red to paragraph 12 .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And we were wonder ing whether  there  

was an incor rect  reference,  and I  asked,  is  i t  not  because 

th is  was amended and the paragraphs may have moved 

around?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes,  that  i s  exact ly  the case.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    The substance of  the  provis ion is  the 

same.   I t  is  just  that  i t  is  no longer  in  e ight ,  i t  is  now in 12.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Indeed,  Commissioner Khumalo.   But  10 

the wording,  and as I  say,  the prescr ip ts of  the  law is  

exact ly  the same.   We have just  double -checked th is  

morning again.   So,  I  wi l l  not  take the wi tness through 

everyth ing that ,  you know,  what  is  supposed to be 

happening about  preserv ing exhib i t s ,  seal ing off  the  

exhib i ts ,  label l ing off  the exhib i ts ,  save for  necessary 

points.   Colonel  Pr ins loo,  would you turn to  page 2  of  your  

statement?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  am the re,  Commissioner.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Do you conf i rm that  th is  is  your  20 

statement  or  based on your inst ruct ions?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  cor rect ,  Commissioner.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Could you then turn to  page 27 of  that  

same f i le?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  cor rect ,  Commissioner.    
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ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Is  that  your  s ignature?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  cor rect ,  Commissioner.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   In  terms of  process,  what  

we are going to do,  I  would l i ke to  take you th rough the 

statement .   As we go through,  jus t  in  the in terest  of  t ime,  

we wi l l  t ry  and not  in ter rupt  you.   I  wi l l  not ,  I  wi l l  t ry  that .   

But  however,  we wi l l  have some quest ions here and there  

as we go a long.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  cor rect .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    You wi l l  see that  there are a lso  10 

annexures to your  statement .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Commissioners,  you have the 

annexures.   We wi l l  re fer  to  them.   Some of  the major i t y  of  

the annexures that  we wi l l  be ut i l is ing so as to demonst rate  

the secur i t y  features of  the DPCI off ices at tached at  the  

beginning and we wi l l  go through them and f lag  them 

accord ingly.   Colonel ,  could you then star t  wi th  paragraph 1  

of  your  statement?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     20 

“ I  am an adul t  male res id ing in  Port  

Shepstone.   I  am a ret i red member of  the  

Di rectorate fo r  Pr ior i ty  Cr ime 

Invest igat ion,  known as the DPCI,  a lso  

known as the Hawks.   At  the t ime I  
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re t i red,  I  he ld the rank of  L ieu tenant  

Colonel .   Save where otherwise stated or  

where i t  appears f rom the context  to  the  

cont rary,  the facts conta ined here in are  

wi th in my personal  knowledge and are to  

the best  of  my knowledge and bel ie f  both  

t rue and correct ,  and I  do  swear 

posi t i ve ly thereto.   I  depose the 

statement  to  assist  the  Judic ia l  

Commission of  Inqui ry in to Cr im inal i ty,  10 

Pol i t ica l  In ter fe rence and Corrupt ion in  

the Cr iminal  Just ice System ar is ing f rom 

the speci f ic  a l legat ions made publ ic  by 

L ieutenant  General  Nhlanhla  Mkhwanazi  

on the 6 Ju ly 2025,  the Commission.  

Background and appointment .   I  have 

been based at  the DPCI Port  Shepstone  

off ice,  which is  s i tuated at  number 2  

Pr incess E l izabeth Dr ive in  Port  

Shepstone s ince 2004.   This was before  20 

the establ ishment  of  the DPCI,  which  

happened in  2009 ,  as I  wi l l  e laborate  

below.   I  must  s tate that  the DPCI Port  

Shepstone off ice  is  not  a pol ice stat ion.   

There exists a  separate  pol ice,  Port  
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Shepstone Pol ice Stat ion,  which is  

approximate ly f ive  k i lomet res in land f rom 

where the DPCI o ff ices are.   The of f ice is  

about  110 k i lometres f rom Is ip ingo .   The 

re levance of  th is  wi l l  be apparent  la ter 

on.    

I  s ta r ted my law enforcement  career  in  

1984.   I  d id  basic t ra in ing in  pol i c ing at  

the Pretor ia  West  Pol ice Col lege for  s ix 

months.   Af ter  complet ing my t ra in ing,  I  10 

was posted at  the Port  Shepstone  Pol ice  

Stat ion in  the charge off ice,  deal ing wi th 

publ ic  compla ints .   In  January 1986,  I  

jo ined the Port  Shepstone Dog Uni t ,  

ca l led K9 Uni t  now.   Thereaf te r  in  1998,  I  

jo ined the South  Af r ican Narcot ics and 

A lcohol  Bureau,  i t  was cal led SANAB. ”  

We were based at  Shel ly  Beach.   That  i s  about  15  

k i lomet res other  s ide of  Port  Shepstone:  

“The SANAB was a specia l i sed uni t ,  20 

however i t  was la ter  c losed at  the end of  

2003.   At  the beginning of  2004,  a 

specia l  un i t  was establ ished,  deal ing wi th 

organised cr ime,  i t  was cal led the 

Organised Cr ime Uni t .   I  jo ined tha t  uni t ,  
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which was then located separate ly f rom 

the Port  Shepstone Pol ice Stat ion .   This 

uni t  focused on cash- in- t ransi t ,  f i rearm 

re lated cr imes,  vehic le cr imes and 

wi ld l i fe  invest igat ion.   The uni t  operated 

at  the same off i ce  as the cur rent  Port  

Shepstone DPCI  off ice.   The un i t  la ter  

became housed wi th in the DPCI,  when 

the DPCI was establ ished in  2009.   

Br igadier  Nyuswa was then the Uni t  10 

Commander  of  that  uni t .   Accord ingly,  I  

reported to h im.   In  terms of  rank ing in  

2004,  I  was a Warrant  Off icer.   In  2010,  I  

was promoted to  the rank of  l ieu tenant .   

In  2012,  I  was promoted to capta in.   In  

2019,  I  was promoted to L ieu tenant  

Colonel ,  which rank I  he ld unt i l  I  re t i red.   

When the DPCI was establ ished in  2009,  

my rank was Warrant  Off icer,  and I  

reported to then Uni t  Commander  of  Port  20 

Shepstone,  Br igadier  Nyuswa.   He was a 

L ieutenant  Colonel  at  that  s tage.  

Br igadier  Nyuswa was promoted around 

2012,  and short ly  thereaf te r,  he le f t  and 

he was promoted to a post  in  K lerksdorp 
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in  Northwest .   A f ter  Br igadier  Nyuswa 

had le f t ,  I  repor ted to Br igadier  Dube,  

who was the then Provincia l  Commander.   

Br igadier  Dube was a lso la ter  ret i red,  

and she was succeeded by Colonel  WS 

Mhlongo.   Af ter  some t ime,  Br igadier  

Nyuswa returned as Provincia l  

Commander.   I  reported to h im unt i l  I  

re t i red.  

Before Major  General  Senona jo ined as 10 

the Provincia l  Head ,  Major  General  

Zikhal i  was the Provincia l  Head  of  the 

DPCI in  KZN.   The la t ter  took ear ly  

ret i rement .   Br igadier  Mbatha acted for  a 

few months unt i l  Major  General  Senona  

was appointed around August  2020. ”  

I  might  be mistaken on the date,  but  I  th ink that  was the 

date.   He was appointed as the Provincia l  Head  for  DPCI 

KZN.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Can we p lease c la r i fy  that  date?   I t  is  20 

very important ,  because I  th ink the wi tness yesterday when 

referr ing to the  January 2021 break - ins sa id  General  

Senona was not  yet  appointed.   So ,  can we jus t  p lease 

c la r i fy  the exact  date when General  Senona was appointed? 

Because I  am now hear ing the wi tness here saying he is  
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a lso not  sure,  but  i t  could be th is  date.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner,  i t  was def in i te ly  in  

2020.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Def in i te ly  in  2020?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  yes,  that  is  the date,  yes.   

Around August .   Just  before we proceed,  just  to  take what  

Commissioner Khumalo  was saying ,  at  the t ime that  General  

Senona would have,  o r  Major  General  Senona would have 

taken off i ce,  wou ld he have been br ie fed about  the  off ice,  10 

your off ice,  and o ther  operat ional  mat te rs?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioners,  I  would th ink so.   

General  Senona wi th h is  management  st ructure,  they had 

weekly meet ings,  and I  am sure they would have br ie fed 

h im.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And when d id you f i rs t  meet  General  

Senona,  Major  General  Senona,  for  the f i rs t  t ime?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  th ink i t  was wi th in the same week 

that  he was appointed.   He cal led a l l  the commissioned 

off icers to  the Provincia l  Off i ce ,  and he was in t roduced to 20 

us.   Later  on,  he  v is i ted each uni t  and got  to  know al l  the 

members as wel l .   But  I  th ink that  was wi th in a week that  he 

cal led a l l  o f  us there.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  thank you.   Let  us proceed to  

the next  top ic o f  the Provincia l  Commander  so that  we 
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understand the  st ructure between the Provincia l  

Commander  and Provincia l  Head .    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     

“The DPCI has d i f ferent  departments in  

each province.   Dur ing my t ime there,  i t  

was the fo l lowing departments.   The 

b iggest  one was a Ser ious Corrupt ion  

Invest igat ion .   They were deal ing wi th  

publ ic  and pr ivate sector  f raud,  

corrupt ion,  and corrupt ion wi th in the  10 

just ice,  c r ime prevent ion,  and secur i ty  

c luster.   And there was a Ser ious 

Commercia l  Cr ime Invest igat ion .   They 

were deal ing wi th banking cr imes,  

government  f raud,  counter fe i t  goods.   

And then the b iggest  one was a Ser ious 

Organised Cr ime Invest igat ion ,  deal ing  

wi th drug t raff ick ing,  human t raf f ick ing,  

k idnapping,  cash- in- t ransi t  he ist ,  po l i ce 

murders,  c r imes against  the state .   And 20 

Pr io r i ty  Cr ime Specia l ised Invest igat ion ,  

deal ing wi th f inancia l  invest igat ion,  asset  

for fe i ture,  cyber -re lated cr imes,  and 

forensic invest igat ions.   Pr ior i t y  Cr ime 

Management  Cent re ,  deal ing  wi th  
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analys is,  notebook prof i l ing,  and threat  

assessments.   And then your Corporate  

Support  Serv ice ,  deal ing wi th supply 

chain management ,  human resource 

management ,  and f inancia l  serv ices.  

Each of  these departments '  components 

are led by a Provincia l  Commander,  

normal ly  at  the rank of  Br igadier.   I  was 

in  a Ser ious Organised Cr ime 

Invest igat ion ,  wh ich  has current ly  f i ve  10 

uni ts  in  KwaZulu -Nata l .   Each of  these 

uni ts  has a Uni t  Commander  who reports 

to  the Provincia l  Commander,  Br igadier  

Nyuswa.   He is  the Provincia l  

Commander  for  Ser ious Organised Cr ime 

Invest igat ion .   He,  in  turn,  reports to  the  

DPCI Provincia l  Head ,  cur rent ly  being 

Major  General  Senona.   Br igadier  

Nyuswa is  based at  the Provincia l  Off ice  

in  Durban.  20 

Dur ing 2021,  I  was the act ing Uni t  

Commander  and reported to Br igadier  

Nyuswa.   The command st ructure  in  the 

pol ice is  very st r ic t .   I  am obl iged to 

fo l low the inst ruc t ions and commands of  
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my Commander,  fa i l ing which I  can face 

ser ious consequences.   This is  because 

i l l -d isc ip l ine is  regarded as a ser ious 

issue wi th in the law enforcement  serv ice.   

I  cannot  ignore or  d is regard  the 

inst ruct ions or  commands.   Fur ther…” 

…[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am cer ta in you are  refer r ing to lawfu l  

inst ruct ions or  commands.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  cor rect ,  Commissioner.    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     

“Further,  I  have to respect  the decis ion of  

my Commander,  whether  I  agree or  not .   

I t  is  not  my responsib i l i ty  to  second -game 

or  t ry  to  change them.  My ro le  is  to 

report  to  h im and one has to assume that  

such decis ions are in formed.   DPCI  Port  

Shepstone off i ce…” …[ intervenes] .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Sor ry,  Colonel ,  just  to  deal  wi th  the  20 

previous paragraph so that  we do not  have to return  to  i t  

unnecessar i ly.   I  just  want  you to expla in the consequences 

that  you would have been exposed to or  that  you would face 

i f  you were to cont radict  the commands or  inst ruct ions of  

your  Commander.   That  i s  the f i rs t  po int  that  I  would l i ke 
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you to address.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    As the Commissioner sa id,  i f  i t  is  a  

lawfu l  command or  inst ruct ion,  I  have got  to  do i t .   I  cannot 

ignore i t .   There wi l l  be ser ious consequences fo r  me.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And what  a re those?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Most  l ike ly,  I  wi l l  be charged 

departmenta l ly.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sorry,  Colonel .   Sure ly that  does not  

mean that  you may not  express an opin ion.   I f  you have an 10 

opin ion,  and maybe le t  us br ing i t  home to what  you are 

coming to test i fy  about ,  that  i f  you had two storage rooms,  

we know,  and one was chosen to store the consignment .   I f  

you thought  the second room, the a l ternat ive room, was the 

bet te r  choice,  sure ly you could express that  v iew.   Your  

obl igat ion to fo l low inst ruct ion cannot  mean that  you cannot  

say I  th ink th is  is  a bet te r  room.  Final ly,  you must  fo l low 

the inst ruct ion i f  your  Commander  ins is ts that  the f i rs t  room 

that  they chose is  the cor rect  room.  But  am I  wrong to say 

you can express a v iew?  20 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    You are cor rect ,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   Just  to ,  before we move 

on,  a lso on the same point ,  as a  member of  the serv ice,  

would I  be correc t  that  you would have been bound by the  
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Nat ional  Inst ruct ions and appl icable prescr ip ts?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  cor rect .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    That  is  f ine.   P lease proceed to  

sect ion 10.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     

“As I  s tated above,  I  have been stat ioned 

at  the DPCI Port  Shepstone  off i ce  s ince 

2004,  before the establ ishment  of  the 

DPCI.   I  was the most  senior  that  had 

been at  that  bui ld ing s ince we moved in to 10 

i t .   Dur ing 2021,  I  was the Act ing Uni t  

Commander  and u l t imate ly responsib le 

for  the uni t  based at  Port  Shepstone .   

The off i ce is  a two-story bui ld ing  wi th a 

ground f loor  and a f i rs t  f loor.   The DPCI 

is  rent ing the bui ld ing f rom a Mr Kamisa.   

The DPCI off i ce is  not  a pol ice sta t ion,  i t  

is  for  administ rat ion and operates dur ing 

work ing hours.   I t  operates between 

07:30 in  the morning and 16 :00 hours 20 

dur ing weekdays.   I t  is  normal ly  c losed 

on weekdays and publ ic  hol idays.   Only  

DPCI members and staff  are permi t ted in  

the off ices and the access is  cont ro l led.   

Dur ing my tenure ,  we had approximate ly 



    7 MAY 2026 – DAY 103 
 

Page 15  o f  180  

 

 

14 members p lus four  administ rat i ve staff  

that  compr ised two c leaners and two 

admin people.   Both members and staff  

are secur i ty  vet ted.  

The off ice bui ld ing was accessib le f rom 

the st reet ,  however,  access to i t  was 

through the use o f  a  code.   The code was 

universal  and not  unique.   A l l  o f  us had 

the same code.   The gate was not  

manned.   I f  anyone would obta in a code,  10 

they would obviously get  in to the  off ice 

bui ld ing.   I  must  a lso point  out  tha t  there 

was no system to  know who had used the 

code fo r  access.   The code would 

somet imes be changed i f  a  member  

ret i res or  leaves serv ice.   In  some 

instances,  a l though not  a l l ,  i t  wou ld a lso 

be changed af ter  a break - in  or  an 

inc ident .   The DPCI off ice cou ld be 

accessed f rom the dr iveway used by 20 

members to dr ive  in to the park ing area at  

the s ide of  the bu i ld ing.  

There are sta i rs  which lead to the f i rs t  

f loor.   Some members,  l i ke  myse l f ,  use 

th is  ent rance instead of  the  main 
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ent rance.   The o ff ice was in  a business 

area and shares a permi t ted per imeter  

wi th  a hardware store,  a  Herald  

Newspaper  off i ce ,  wi th  a mortuary,  and 

the L iquor Author i ty,  which only operates  

dur ing the week.  

There was a serv iced e lect r i c  fence 

around the per imeter  safe for  the par t  

which was border ing the L iquor Author i ty.   

Obviously,  when there was load 10 

shedding,  the e lect r ic  fence wou ld not  

work.   The off ice had no generator  o r  

e lect r i c  backup.   There was no cameras 

or  beams outs ide the off i ce.   Fur ther,  

there was no a larm system moni tor ing 

movement  on the  outs ide  or  exter ior  of  

the bui ld ing.    

Turn ing to the  ins ide,  there was a 

recept ion area,  which was not  manned 

due to the l imi ted staff  that  we had.   At  20 

the ground f loor  and f i rs t  f loor  were 

off ices.   The two walk - in  safes,  s t rong 

rooms,  were on the ground f loor.   The 

safe was not  accessib le f rom the outs ide  

of  the bui ld ing.   I  a t tach here to copies of  
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the photos of  the bui ld ing  and 

surroundings.   These are marked JJP1.1  

to  JJP1.18. ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Sor ry,  Colone l .   I  would l ike us  to just  

go th rough some of  the photos that  you annexed to the  –  

they have f l ighted a few.   You can have a look.   Just  br ie f ly,  

I  would l ike you to take us through some of  them, one being 

the f i rs t  one,  photo 1,  and perhaps expla in the layout .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioners,  t hat  i s  a f ront  v iew of  

the off i ces.   The f ront  ent rance is  to  the le f t  in  f ront  of  10 

those two vehic les that  a re parked there.   I f  you look to the  

le f t  o f  that ,  there  is  the sta i rs  going up to the f i rs t  f loor.   I  

would normal ly  use those sta i rs  there to go to the off ice.   

My off i ce was tha t  one wi th a window open when th is  photo 

was taken.   As Commissioners can see,  there is  a St reet  

Pr incess E l izabeth Dr ive r ight  adjo in ing  the bui ld ing there,  

just  behind the  two vehic les parked there.   I  wi l l  go to the 

second one.   There we can see the dr iveway wi th  a gate  

there.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And who had access?  Who had the 20 

locks fo r  that  gate?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Most  of  our  members had.   I t  is  a 

padlock.   I  had a copy of  the key fo r  that .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So the 18 members or  the 18 staff  

each had a key?  
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LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Not  admin,  because they have got  no  

need to go there.   I t  is  just  the operat ional  members.   We 

make use of  the garage and everyth ing to park vehic les.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    You see there is  I  th ink what  we  

would ca l l  some poster  or  label  o f  a  secur i ty  company.   I t  is  

a  poster  aff ixed to the wal l .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  was s t i l l  when i t  was Nat ional  

Fi re & Safety,  whatever  i t  was cal led,  that  was st i l l  there ,  

the i r  s ign .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   St i l l  a t  th is  page.   Could you 10 

then expla in to  us  what  is  the grey bui ld ing?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    The f i rs t  one?  Right  in  your  corner  

there is  an e lect r i c  box there.   That  f i rs t  sect ion there,  that  

is  the L iquor  Author i ty.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    That  is  the L iquor  Author i ty.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    And then the one that  has got  another  

f loor  s imi lar  to  ours,  got  the f i rs t  f loor.   Vodacom is in  there,  

as wel l  as an at torney f i rm,  as wel l  as these people that  

insta l  f ibre.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And at  the back of  the off ice ,  o f  your  20 

off ice? 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I f  you look th rough the gate there,  we 

have got  a l i t t le  s toreroom there,  and then behind that  there  

was a mortuary.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   And was th is  area pat ro l led at  
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the t ime?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    This whole  area there had e lect r i c  

fence.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    No,  I  am saying were there  secur i t y  

pat ro ls  a round your off ice?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    A t  what  t ime was that ,  s i r?   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    No,  24 hours.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  no such th ing.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I  wi l l  turn to  page 3,  that  is  43 .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Sorry.   Commissioner,  i f  I  can just  go 10 

back to that  page 2?  I f  you look at  the r ight -hand top  

window,  you can see there is  a spot l ight  there.   I t  comes on 

at  n ight .   Then i t  i l luminates the whole f ront  sect ion there 

where the cars are parked.   I f  we go to photo 3,  that  is  just  

that  gate there.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I f  you look at  th is  photo 3,  just  a f te r  

you open the gate ,  there is  a door to  your  le f t .    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    You wi l l  see i t  bet te r  in  photo 4,  

where i t  is  c lear.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes,  yes.  20 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  just  wanted to show on photo 3,  

below that  a i r  condi t ion ing uni t  there,  there is  a lso  a l ight  

there.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  comes on at  n ight .   I t  i l luminates 
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th is  dr iveway gate.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Turn to photo  4.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner,  photo 4.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Is  that  s t i l l  par t  o f  the bui ld ing?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Sorry?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Is  that  s t i l l  par t  o f  the bui ld ing,  photo  

4? 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  s t i l l  par t  o f  the bui ld ing .   That  

f i rs t  two wooden doors you see,  there is  some roof  t i les in  

f ront  of  them, tha t  is  just  the a i r  condi t ion ing system that  i s  10 

housed in  there.   That  is  not  par t  o f  the bui ld ing.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Could you access the off i ce using 

th is?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No.   I t  is  for  that  uni t  a lone.   I f  you 

look at  that  second wooden door  there,  that  is  where  we wi l l  

come in la te r,  through which we took the drugs in  before i t  

went  in to the storeroom.   You can see there is  a lso a 

spot l ight  there.   I t  works on a day /n ight .   Just  above that  

one window there .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So,  you could  fo l low that  i f  there is  no  20 

e lect r i c i ty,  that  day /n ight  swi tch wi l l  not  work?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Wi l l  not  work.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Then you can see the garage door  

there on the le f t .   There is  l ike a carpor t  there and a l i t t le  
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s to reroom.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Could you go to  photo 8?  I  th ink we 

have got ten the idea.   So,  t h is  i s  the ins ide.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Before you d iscuss photo 8,  the access 

through the sta i rs ,  the one that  you say you use to go to the  

f i rs t  f loor,  is  that  door cont ro l led?  Does i t  have a code?  Or 

is  i t  just  a  key to go in?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  has got  a key and a  code fo r  the 

secur i t y  gate.   Same as the bot tom.   The bot tom works  

exact ly  the same.    10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Same as the bot tom.   Okay,  t hank you.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you,  Commissioner Baloyi .   

Then i f  you go to photo 8,  the f i rs t  th ing you see is  that  

secur i t y  gate.   Would that  be the one f rom the outs ide?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  cor rect .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   So when you walk in ,  you walk  

in to the off i ce?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  how you enter  the off ice,  yes ,  

s i r.   There is  a s l id ing g lass door there,  which f rom the 

outs ide you cannot  see th rough  i t .   I t  is  t in ted.   But  f rom 20 

ins ide you can see out .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    You to ld us the recept ion was not  

manned.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  because of  shor t  manpower.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   Go to photo 9.  
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LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Photo 9 is  i f  you stand at  that  

recept ion and you look down,  you see a wooden door r ight  

in  the end there.   That  i s  the off i ce door of  Warrant  Off icer  

BJ P ienaar 's  off ice.   We wi l l  deal  wi th  that  one la ter  in  my 

statement .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Just  before  we go to photo  10,  what  

was the rat ionale  of  not  having the recept ion man ned? Is i t  

s taff  shor tages?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    S taff  shor tages.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  thank you.   Go to photo 10.  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    I  wonder what  the cor rect  verb is  these 

days is  fo r  manned.   Perhaps personned [s ic ] .   I  should co in  

that  verb mysel f .   No,  le t  us cont inue.   Let  us cont inue.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   Go to photo  

10.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Photo 10 is  i f  you get  to  that  o ff ice of  

Warrant  Off i cer  BJ P ienaar and you tu rn r ight ,  then you 

have got  that  passage.   There you can see the f i rs t  s t rong 

room.   I t  i s  Room 22 on your r ight ,  and then where  the 

second f i re  ext inguisher i s ,  that  i s  the second walk - in  safe.   20 

The secur i ty  gate  and wooden door in  the end,  that  is  the 

one I  po inted out  previously in  the photos.   That  is  where 

we entered on the n ight  that  the  drugs,  the day that  the  

drugs was brought  to  the off i ce.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   Just  so that  we understand,  as  
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you walk in  f rom the exi t  door,  the f i rs t  door or  the f i rs t  safe  

would have been Room 22?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No.   From where I  am stand ing now,  

when I  took th is  photo,  the f i rs t  one there on my r ight ,  that  

is  Room 22.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   So,  when you use the  –  when 

you come in v ia  the external  door,  the wooden door that  you 

showed us,  i t  would have been the second door.   Room 22 

would be the second door.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  cor rect .  10 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   Could we then go to page 

11?  Could you take us th rough th is  aer ia l  v iew of  the  

surroundings?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner,  there you can a lso see 

that  photo where the two vehic les are standing,  that  was the 

DPCI off i ces.   Behind i t ,  you can see that  was where the  

mortuary was.   On the r ight  of  us,  the smal ler  of  that  red 

roof  bui ld ing,  that  is  where the L iquor Author i ty  i s .   The one 

that  i s  a lso two f loors ,  s imi la r  than us,  that  i s  where  

Vodacom and the at torney f i rm and the people doing the 20 

f ibre,  they are in  that  bui ld ing.    

 Next  to  them, tha t  whi te bui ld ing,  there  are  a  lo t  o f  

cars there,  that  is  the South Coast  Hera ld Newspaper.   And 

then on the  le f t  o f  our  off ice,  that  b ig bui ld ing  there ,  that  i s 

the Department  of  Human Set t lement .    
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CHAIRPERSON :    What  about  the  hardware store? Was 

there not  ment ion  of  a  hardware somewhere?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    The hardware store.   Commissioner,  

can we?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Is  i t  possib le  for  us to  go to the other  

photo,  Advocate?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Commissioners and Chai rperson,  i t  is  

that  EXHIBIT CJC199.   I t  should be behind you.   I t  is  an A3 

page.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  ra ise th is  because I  th ink there  was a 10 

suggest ion that  ent ry in to your bui ld ing was probably  gained 

through the hardware store,  o r  at  least  the yard.   I  hope my 

recol lect ion is  cor rect .    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner,  that  is  correct .   I t  was 

a hardware shop in  2021.   Subsequent  to  that ,  the hardware  

shop,  they moved out ,  and i t  was then taken over  by the 

Department  of  Human Set t lement .   But  there is  a photo,  a 

Google Earth photo of  2021 that  shows what  i t  looked l ike 

then.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    That  is  CJC189,  Commissioner.   You 20 

wi l l  see the Google Earth photo .   Wh i le  i t  is  dated 30 

October,  i t  is  dated 30 October 2021 ,  but  that  would have 

been the layout  as i t  ex is ted in  November st i l l .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Could you then take us through,  just  
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to  address what  the Chai rperson  is  enqui r ing about  the  

layout?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    There were  those.   Commissioner,  i f  

you can see on that  photo there,  you can see at  that  s tage 

i t  was st i l l  a  hardware store.   There was concrete ,  round 

concrete  p ipes that  were stored there.   I t  is  v is ib le on that  

photo.   But  on the recent  photos,  you can see where that  

used to be.   They have now bui l t  garages there,  and they 

have bui l t  a  car  wash and a l i t t le  house there fo r  the –  they 

have got  24-hour secur i t y  guards there.    10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Mr S ikhakhane,  I  th ink we are lost .   

What  p ic tu res are we looking at  now that  the Colonel  is  

descr ib ing?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  so i f  you look at  page 11 is  how 

i t  ex is ts.   No,  no,  no,  do not  put  that  away.   Okay,  so 

CJC199 is  –  yes.   That  is  what  he is  going through as i t  

ex is ted at  the t ime of  the break - in .   Page 11 of  the main f i le  

is  how the off ice surroundings are current ly.   What  we were  

deal ing wi th i s  so that  at  the t ime when th is  b reak - in  

happened is  to  expla in what  was around the off ices.   In  20 

terms of  layout ,  i t  is  just  the business off ices that  have 

changed.   And the Colonel  was just  tak ing us through the 

hardware par t  and the fact  that  there were concrete p ipes.   

I f  you compare CJC199 and 11,  and page 11,  that  i s  where 

you would see the d i f ference of  the car  wash and the car  
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park.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   The concrete p ipes that  you are 

referr ing to on page 199,  is  that  those whi te th ings that  we 

see there?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  cor rect ,  Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    They use those p ipes when they bui ld  

normal ly  verandas and stuff  l ike that .   They f i l l  them wi th 

concrete,  those p ipes.   That  is  what  those are.    

CHAIRPERSON :    You are referr ing  to the box - l ike th ings on 10 

there?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I f  I  may  just  perhaps ask the 

Commissioners to  go to page 127 of  the f i le ?  Would these 

be the p ipes that  you are refer r ing to?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Those are exact ly  the same pipes,  

Commissioner.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    P lease cont inue wi th CJC199 and the 

descr ip t ion there.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioners,  that  is  what  i t  looked 

l ike at  that  s tage.   Accord ing to th is  photo,  i t  was taken on 20 

the 30 t h  o f  October 2021.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And you say current ly  there is  a 24 -

hour pat ro l  current ly?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    They have got  24-hour secur i t y  

guards there.    
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ADV SIKHAKHANE :    The DPCI off i ce?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  that  is  the  Department  of  Human 

Set t lement .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   So,  the DPCI off ice,  does i t  

have any secur i ty?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  has got  noth ing.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    To date?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    To date.   The a larm does not  even 

work anymore.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Maybe an ear l ier  quest ion then.   When 

d id you ret i re?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  re t i red at  the end of  May 2025,  

Commissioner.   I t  is  a  year ago.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  and you are able to  say,  as at  

today,  they st i l l  do not  have secur i t y  and the a la rm?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  was there  Monday and Tuesday to  

get  documents for  the Commission,  and I  just  spoke to 

them.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    20 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And i f  we then go back to page 11,  we 

see,  I  th ink that  is  a bet ter  v iew of  the off ice layout .   Would  

the businesses that  you said st i l l  ex is t?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    A l l  the bui ld ings are st i l l  there.   I t  is  

just  the mortuary.   I t  is  not  being used as a mortuary 
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anymore.   I t  is  a  d i f ferent  business now.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   What  i s  i t?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Bread gets del ivered there,  and then 

i t  is  d is t r ibuted again f rom there.   So i t  is  not  a bakery as 

such.   Breads are  baked offs i te ,  and i t  is  just  packaged in to  

smal le r  t rucks and d ist r ibuted f rom there.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    That  was af te r  2021?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  cor rect ,  Commissioner.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I f  we look at  the layout  a lso,  what  we 

see is ,  i f  you compare CJC199 and page 11,  we see that  10 

there is ,  I  would not  ca l l  i t  a  forest  per  se,  but  a lo t  o f  t rees.   

I t  may wel l  be a forest ,  but  there are bushes around.   Are 

they st i l l  there?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    They are st i l l  there,  Commissioner.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   And in  terms of  secur i ty,  i t  

would seem that  there is  no barr ie r  f rom that  forest  to  your  

off ices.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  there is  noth ing,  Commissioner.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   So someone can just  walk 

across,  or  they can observe you as you leave and then 20 

come in?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Correct ,  Commissioner.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   Commissioners ,  unless 

there is  anyth ing,  I  th ink I  do  not  want  to  belabour the point .   

I  would l ike us to go back to the statement .   We just  
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f in ished paragraph 24 of  your  statement .   Can we then go to 

paragraph 25?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     

“As a Uni t  Commander,  I  was only in  

cont ro l  o f  the off ice.   However,  g iven the 

tasks and my o ther  responsib i l i t ies,  I  

de legated the responsib i l i t y  to  cont ro l  the  

safes to Warrant  Off icer  AB Van Den 

Berg.   I  a t tach hereby a copy of  the 

handing over  cer t i f icate in  th is  regard,  10 

JJP2. ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And what  i s  the process w i th th is  

handing over?  In  te rms of  permissions,  who is  involved in  

the process?  Can you just ,  yoursel f ,  just  de legate Warrant  

to  Van Den Berg?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes,  I  can,  Commissioner.   So ,  what  

th is  would enta i l  is  th is  off i c ia l  form Z543,  got  to  be  

completed,  where  …[intervenes] .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Perhaps le t  us go to page 19,  and you 

take us through that ,  which is  the handing over  cer t i f icate.   20 

That  is  your  JJP2.   You can then take us through tha t  form.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  is  for?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    F i rs t ly,  the appl icat ion,  the form you 

said you would f i l l  in  f i rs t .    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Z543?  
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ADV SIKHAKHANE :    This i s  the fo rm.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  i s  correct .   That  is  correct ,  

Commissioner.   You can see there  the st rong room,  i t  has 

got  a ser ia l  number,  C004670.   That  is  Room 22.   And then 

my own deta i l s ,  and I  hand i t  over  to  Warrant  Off icer  Van 

Den Berg.   The two keys for  the doors,  I  hand i t  over  to  h im.   

My s ignature appears there,  and the date,  the address of  

the off i ce,  and then the date,  2019,  the 12 t h  o f  November.   

And then Warrant  Off icer  Van Den Berg ’s deta i l s  i s  there,  he  

receives i t  f rom me,  he s igns i t ,  the address ,  i t  i s  dated 10 

again,  and my s ignature as the Uni t  Commander  is  there  

again.    

 And that  proves that  I  handed everyth ing,  he  

checked everyth ing that  was supposed to be in  that  safe,  

that  i t  is  in  that  safe.   And the occur rence book ent ry i s  a lso 

made,  the OB number is  there,  i t  is  22 /11/2019.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Colonel ,  and  who has access to th is  

safe?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    A f te r  th is ,  on ly Warrant  Off icer  Van 

Den Berg.   He has got  the keys.  20 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And off i c ia l ly,  wi thout  h im,  no one 

should access the  safe?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  thank you.   Can we then go to 

…[intervenes] .  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Sorry.   What  exact ly  does that  mean? 

Does i t  mean only he can go in to the safe,  o r  they must  go  

through h im?  He g ives the key,  and people can  –  you could 

have asked for  the key and went  in to the safe wi thout  h im,  

or  he has to be –  one possib i l i ty  i s  only he can go in to the 

safe.    

 So i f  you wanted anyth ing,  you would have to ask 

h im.   That  is  the  one possib i l i ty.   The other  possib i l i ty  is  

that  you have to go through h im and he has to accompany 

you in to  the safe.   The th i rd i s  you just  take the key and you 10 

go a lone.   What  does i t  mean that  he is  in  cont ro l?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Only he accesses that  safe .   He has 

got  the keys.   He does not  g ive i t  to  anybody e lse,  not  even 

me as the Commander.   I  had to inspect  the off i c ia l  f i rearms 

that  is  housed in  that  safe weekly.   I  would get  hold of  h im ,  

he would open up for  me.   Whi ls t  he is  there,  I  wi l l  inspect  

the f i rearms.   Once I  am done ,  make an OB ent ry,  s ign the  

f i rearm register  and then I  leave and he locks the safe.   The 

keys are a lways wi th h im .   He does not  g ive i t  to  anybody 

e lse.  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    So no one should ever  be in  the safe  

wi thout  Van Den Berg  been there?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  no,  Commissioner,  nobody 

should.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    
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ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Now …[ intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    In  the l ight  of  th is  d iscussion ,  I  know you 

are coming to th is  la te r  wi th  regard to General  Senona,  

Br igadier  Nyuswa and the rest  of  the team arr iv ing to 

del i ver  the Cocaine.   I  am interested,  there was th is  

formal i ty  between you and Warrant  Off icer  Van Den Berg .   

Formal  handing over  wi th s ignatures .    

 But  the evidence in  regard to the  handing over  of  

the keys seems to  be that  the keys were s imply handed over 

to  Br igadier  Nyuswa.   In  the context  of  the prescr ip ts and 10 

what  the formal i t y  you have refer red to,  can you expla in  

how that  handing over  took p lace? The drugs are put  in to 

Room 22,  is  i t?  And once everyth ing is  done,  the keys are  

s imply handed over to  Br igadier  Nyuswa.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   Once I  

was contacted by Br igadier  Nyuswa to make the safe  

avai lab le for  h im to br ing i t  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja,  do not  go in to much deta i l .   Just  the 

handing over  of  the keys,  because you are st i l l  go ing to  

d iscuss the rest  when you come to that  par t  o f  the  20 

statement .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    We removed a l l  the f i rearms,  p laced 

the drugs in  there ,  and then the keys were handed to them.  

And we made the OB ent ry af te r  they had le f t .    

CHAIRPERSON :    That  had been done? 
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LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Ja.    

CHAIRPERSON :    And was that  proper wi thout  the 

s ignatures,  as you have them, fo r  example?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  we d id not  complete th is  form.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Was that  p roper?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    [No reply] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    D id you hear my quest ion?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  hear  your  quest ion,  Commiss ioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes,  yes.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Maybe we should have comple ted th is  10 

form,  but  there was noth ing e lse  in  the safe.   We took 

everyth ing out  of  the safe.  

CHAIRPERSON :    There was Cocaine now.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Ja,  the Coca ine that  they came wi th ,  

Commissioner.   

CHAIRPERSON :    P lease cont inue ,  Mr S ikhakhane.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Perhaps le t  me just  fo l low tha t  up,  so  

that  we c la r i fy  i t .   So,  when you complete th is  form,  JJP2,  

you are handing over  the keys.   Now,  th is  is  not  the only 

inc ident  that  you handed over the  keys.   That  i s  what  the 20 

Chai rperson is  t ry ing to get  at .   There is  another  inc ident ,  

and we do not  understand that  to  mean that  th is  form is  

completed only when there are  cer ta in i tems,  unless I  

misunderstood you.   So,  i t  means that  when you are 

handing over  the keys,  th is  form must  be completed.   
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Cor rect?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  cor rect .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So,  what  the Chai rperson is  t ry ing to  

get  at  is  when keys were handed over,  le t  us fo rget  the 

l iab i l i t y  or  the culpabi l i ty.   When the keys were handed over,  

as we wi l l  get  to  i t  la ter  on,  was a s imi lar  form completed?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  a  s imi lar  form was not  completed.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So,  i t  would st i l l ,  administ rat ive ly,  i t  

would mean that  the keys were not  t ransfer red,  f rom an 

administ rat ive point  o f  v iew.  10 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  cor rect .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   Just  to  fo l low that  up,  at  the 

t ime we wi l l  come to that ,  i f  you go to page 103,  which is  

par t  o f  the Nat ional  Inst ruct ion,  at  the t ime  in  2017,  i t  is  the 

2017 as amended,  but  the  wording is  the same.   At  

paragraph 5,  and we wi l l  get  to  the  t iming,  the  last  sentence 

there,  which I  would th ink i t  i s  s t i l l  appl icable,  i s  that  

access cont ro l  to  the safe must  be st r i c t ly  appl ied.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Sorry,  what  page is  that?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    103.   Paragraph 20.5,  subparagraph 20 

5.   20 deals wi th  management  of  SAPS13 stores.   We wi l l  

deal  wi th  the  debate around SAPS13 as i t  was deal t  wi th  

yesterday.   Do you understand that  access cont ro l  to  the  

safe must  be st r i c t ly  appl ied?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  cor rect ,  Commissioners.    
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ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  we wi l l  come to that .   Let  us 

then go back.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Again,  i t  is  just  to  t ry  and c lar i f y,  not  so 

much to probe.   The Port  Shepstone off ice,  who is  in  charge 

of  that  off i ce?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  was the  Act ing Uni t  Commander.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   So being Uni t  Commander,  Act ing  

Uni t  Commander  means you are the overa l l  in  charge of  the  

off ice.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  cor rect ,  Commissioner.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Now,  when you have th is  s i tuat ion where 

drugs have been le f t  in  your  bui ld ing,  but  now the key is  

wi th  someone e lse who is  based in  Durban,  yes,  he is  your  

super io r,  but  he is  not  based in  your  off i ce,  who at  that  

point  has custody and overs ight  responsib i l i t y  in  respect  of  

these drugs that  are in  your  bui ld ing?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  handed the keys over  to  Br igadier  

Nyuswa.   So h im as the Provincia l  Commander,  they have 

got  cont ro l  over  those exhib i t s ,  not  mysel f .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   A l l  r ight ,  we wi l l  come back to i t .  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    There is  ind icat ion I  th ink in  your  

statement  that  at  some point  when h igh value exhib i t s  were  

stored there,  an arrangement  was made fo r  24 -hour  

secur i t y,  I  th ink in  the fo rm of  guards,  warm bodies.   Am I  

correct?  
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LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  cor rect ,  Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  happened in  June 2018.  

CHAIRPERSON :    So two years,  exact ly  two years  before  

the Cocaine was brought .    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  cor rect .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   Whose responsib i l i ty  was i t  to  

ar range that  24-hour secur i ty?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  d id  that  at  that  s tage,  

Commissioner.    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    And why was that  so?   Were those Port  

Shepstone exhib i ts?   I  want  to  understand why you made 

the arrangement .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  was a Port  Shepstone case.    

CHAIRPERSON :    A Port  Shepstone case.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  was our  own case.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  was a drug lab that  we took down.   

2  000 000 Mandrax tablets.   We guarded i t  i tse l f  for  two 

days unt i l  i t  was taken to a fac i l i t y  in  Pretor ia .    20 

CHAIRPERSON :    In  th is  instance now,  two years la ter,  

June 2020 was i t?   Oh,  so i t  was actual ly  three years 

before.   So June 2021,  whose responsib i l i ty  do you th ink i t  

was to again arrange 24  –  sor ry  for  sp l i t t ing the  in f in i t ive  

there –  to  aga in arrange 24 -hour secur i t y?   Whose 
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responsib i l i t y  wou ld i t  have been?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  would  say the Provincia l  

Commander 's  responsib i l i ty.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Br igadier  Nyuswa.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Br igadier  Nyuswa.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And the reason for  that?   Why not  you?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  do not  have enough manpower at  my 

off ice,  Commissioner,  fo r  the members  to  …[ intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    But  in  2018 you had managed to ar range 

that .    10 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Because then we knew i t  was for  one 

or  two days maximum.  We could do that .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Here there was no ind icat ion for  what  

length of  per iod that  d rugs were go ing to be there.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Perhaps the  other  d imension to what  

the Chai r  is  saying is  the decis ion -making power.   What  

changed?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  is  not  a Port  Shepstone case,  that .   20 

I t  is  a Durban case.   I t  is  a  much b igger,  they have got  a lo t  

more people than I  have got  at  my uni t .   I f  there is  exhib i ts  

they brought  to  my uni t ,  they should have suppl ied the  

guards for  i t  there  at  my uni t ,  Commissioner.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   P lease go to your 
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s tatement ,  paragraph 26.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     

“Each of  those two safes  was bui l t  in  l ine 

wi th appl icable SANBS standards.   Each 

had two locks.   Warrant  Off i cer  Van Den 

Berg had the keys.   Just  to  be c lear,  I  

was not  in  cont ro l  o f  the safes.   One of  

the safes,  Room 22,  was used to store  

f i rearms.   The safe had a f i rearm register  

and the occurrence book.   The other  10 

safe,  Room 24,  was used to store off ice 

suppl ies inc luding c leaning mater ia l  and 

solut ions.   Access to i t  was a lso  

registered.   There were no cameras 

ins ide the bui ld ing.   However,  there was 

an a la rm system,  which…”  

I  th ink there is  a typ ing error  there :  

“…which moni to red mot ion. ”  

No,  that  is  cor rect :  

“When i t  was armed,  i t  would be 20 

t r iggered by mot ion,  but  only in  the 

passages.   None of  the off i ces had 

any…”   

I  have got  the word now of  that .   The sensors.   None of  

them had a sensor in  i t :  
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“Al l  s taff  had thei r  own unique code to 

act ivate and d isarm the a larm.   The a larm 

would not  work i f  there was no e lec t r ic i ty.   

Even i f  i t  had been armed ,  once there  is  

no e lect r i c i ty,  i t  gets d isarmed and not  

work.    

Fur ther,  even i f  i t  got  t r iggered and made 

a noise,  no one would know as the off i ce  

would be c losed and the nearby 

businesses wou ld a lso be c losed.   10 

Basica l ly,  the a la rm would just  r ing unt i l  

someone comes in  the fo l lowing work ing  

day.   I f  i t  went  off  on Saturday,  for  

example,  and assuming there was no 

in ter rupt ion of  e lect r ic i t y  supply,  i t  would 

be deact ivated or  d isarmed by the f i rs t  

person at  the off ice  on Monday morning.   

I f  there was in ter rupt ion of  the e lect r i c i ty  

supply on Saturday,  for  example,  the 

a la rm would be d isarmed and the  off ice  20 

would be tota l ly  exposed.   Obvious ly th is  

was a ser ious r i sk  of  exposure.  

Previously the a larm system was l inked 

to armed response secur i ty  company.  

The cont racted armed response secur i ty  
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company was Nat ional  Secur i t y  &  Fi re.   

The month ly cost  for  armed response was 

R593.56.   I  a t tach a copy o f  that  

cont ract ,  marked JJP3. ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  must  say,  I  just  do not  understand why a  

cont ract  for  only R593.56 could not  have been main ta ined.   

I  am not  d i rect ing that  to  you.   I  guess I  am di rect ing i t  to  

the ent i re  system.   There  is  so much wasted of  government 

funds and funds used for  cor rupt ion and a l l  sor ts  of  th ings.   

But  wi th  that  in  mind,  you f ind a cont ract  of  th is  negl ig ib le  10 

amount ,  bear ing in  mind government  resources not  being 

mainta ined.   I t  jus t  boggles the mind.   P lease cont inue.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Thank you,  Chai r.   Are we going to 

that  annexure?  Can we go on?   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    No,  no,  I  th ink i t  i s  just ,  i t  is  f ine.   Put  

i t  on record.   Cont inue to paragraph 29.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     

“The cont ract  expi red in  March 2020.   I t  

was important  that  the off i ce had armed 

response because no one was at  the 20 

off ice af terhours and weekends,  inc luding  

publ ic  hol idays.   This  off i ce  was 

par t icu lar ly  vu lnerable and had been 

broken in to a number of  t imes.   I  can 

count  no less than s ix  inc idents.   These 
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were as fo l lows. ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I  th ink i t  is  e ight .    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Sorry  …[intervenes] .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Count  s ix .    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  sor ry,  i t  is  e ight  inc idents  that  I  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   Can I  just  in terrupt  you there  

and just  b r ing i t  to  the at tent ion  of  the Commiss ion the  

EXHIBIT CJC200.    

CHAIRPERSON :    CJC what?   10 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    200.   I t  is  an A4 page,  th is  one.   

Apologies .   I t  was provided af te r  the fact .   These are 

instances of  the break - ins and what  was taken.   P lease go 

through i t  for  the Commission.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Can I  deal  wi th  that  same one?   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioners,  the f i rs t  one is  

There.   The date is  27 of  December 2011.   They broke in to 

that  l i t t le  s to reroom that  is  on the s ide of  the bui ld ing in  the 

dr iveway.   They broke in  there.   They sto le our  vacuum 20 

c leaner.   Then on that  instance they broke through the roof  

there.   I t  has got  AN asbestos roof .   They came through the 

roof .   A t  that  s tage there was no e lect r i c  fence at  the back 

there.    

 Then in  2014,  the 8 t h  o f  June,  they broke in to the  
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garage.   I t  had a  smal l ,  not  a very expensive garage door 

there,  which they just  forced open.   One of  our  state  

vehic les that  was parked in  there,  they fo rced the bonnet  

open and they sto le the bat tery.    

 Then in  2018,  the  8 t h  o f  December,  they broke in  on  

one of  the s ide  windows.   They accessed a few of  the 

off ices there,  but  i t  was most ly  s to rerooms that  they 

accessed there.   They complete ly  dest royed our  a larm at  

that  s tage,  so i t  had to be replaced.   Then on 2020,  they 

broke,  I  th ink that  instance,  i t  was the 20 t h  o f  January,  I  10 

th ink they broke through the window of  Warrant  Off icer  

P ienaar,  in to h is  off ice.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Is  that  the  same Pienaar,  Warrant  

Off icer  P ienaar?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    VJ P ienaar.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I t  is  that  same off ice?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Same off ice,  same off ice.    

 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Can you then,  in  your  statement ,  

compare  that  to  your  paragraph 29.4,  perhaps to  g ive i t  20 

more f lesh,  and the report ing of  that  inc ident?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Okay.   A l l  these inc idents were  

reported to the Provincia l  Commander.   This inc ident  was 

reported to  our  Provincia l  Commander,  Count er  In te l l igence ,  

L ieutenant  Colonel  SR Singh.   He a lso came to the off ice  
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and d id  an inspect ion.   He wrote  a factual  report  to  the 

Provincia l  Off i ce  wi th the recommendat ions.   I t  was a lso  

brought  to  the a t tent ion of  the  Dist r i c t  Commander and 

Vis ib le Pol ic ing.   We were then requested to do f requent  

pat ro ls ,  and members of  the off ice  were a lso asked to do  

af ter -hour v is i t s .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Just  on that ,  who was the  Dist r i c t  

Commander at  the t ime?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    General  Nxamagele .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Nxamagele?   10 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Ja.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    She has s ince a lso gone on pension.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   Do you know i f  th is  

inc ident  was reported to Br igadier  Nyuswa?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  cannot  recal l  exact ly  when he 

star ted as a Prov incia l  Commander,  but  i t  was reported to 

whoever the Provincia l  Commander was at  that  s tage.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   P lease proceed wi th your 

CJC200.    20 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     

“On the 15 t h  o f  March,  they broke in to the  

off ice of  Warrant  Off icer  Warn [?] . ”  

I f  I  can just  go back to those other  photos ? 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes,  you may.    
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LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  am not  sure which page tha t  would  

be.   I  am not  sure  on those photos.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I t  is  the photo a lbum.  I t  s ta r ts  at  

page 2,  page 1 of  the annexures.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I f  we look at  page 1 at  the  bot tom 

now,  the f i rs t  windows you see there,  the s l id ing gate ent ry  

there,  and you get  the second windows.   That  middle one,  

that  th i rd  window,  that  was Warrant  Off icer  Warn 's ,  Warrant  

Off icer  ALW Warn ,  that  was h is  off i ce.   So ,  they accessed i t  

there just  f rom the pavement .   They broke the window,  10 

forced the burg lar  bars open,  and they were in .   No a larm 

could go off  because t here is  no sensors in  the off ices.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And when do these inc idents normal ly  

happen?  Dur ing the day?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  is  normal ly  on weekends  at  n ight .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   P lease proceed.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Is  th is  the inc ident  where they took 

three laptops?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  i s  cor rect ,  Your Worship.   

Commissioner,  then we look at  the next  inc ident  there.   I t  20 

was the 15 t h  o f  January 2021.   They broke in to the off ice of  

Capta in Le Roux.   Now,  i f  we go back to that  photo 1,  the  

window just  on the r ight  of  Warrant  Off icer  War n 's windows,  

they broke in  there.   Exact ly  the same  modus operandi .  

They broke a window and fo rced open the burg lar  bars.  
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 And,  Commissioner,  we go to the  next  one.   I t  i s  the  

11 t h  o f  October 2021.   I f  we go to  page 4,  photo 4  of  that  

same album, those two wooden doors wi th the windows on 

e i ther  s ide of  them, they broke that  window on the r ight -

hand s ide.   They smashed that  window.   T here is  two 

windows there.   They smashed the le f t  one of  the two 

windows wi th a br ick  and they t r ied to force open the 

burg lar  bars,  but  they fa i led.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Just  so that  we are c lear,  on  photo 4  

there is  the b ig door that  we can see and the smal l  door  10 

where you had said you had put  the exhib i t .   I t  seems to 

have some sta i rs .   Those two,  i f  you come down f rom those 

sta i rs ,  i s  i t  the f i rs t  window or  the  second window that  you 

are ta lk ing about?    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  is  the window c losest  to  the door.   

That  leads to a smal l  k i tchen there  in  that  passage.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I  am saying i f  you go down the  sta i rs ,  

I  just  want  to  locate i t  so that  we understand.   Is  i t  the one 

before you reach the door or  i s  i t  the one af ter  the door?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    The one before you reach the door.    20 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner,  and then the last  

break- in  was the 8 t h  o f  November 2021.   That  is  when the  

exhib i ts  were sto len f rom the off ice .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Can I  just  t ry  to  understand,  
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L ieutenant  Colonel ,  when the 11 October 2021 break - in  

happens,  you know that  you have got  a consignment  of  

Cocaine in  th is  bui ld ing because the ear l ie r  b reak - ins,  you 

had noth ing substant ia l  in  there.   But  the 11 October 2021 

break- in  happens,  you are responsib le for  the bui ld ing  

because you are the boss there.  

 The consignment  does not  belong to you.   You say 

i t  is  a  Durban case,  i t  is  not  your  case.   What  steps d id you 

take to say to these people I  cannot  keep your stuff  here 

because i t  is  c lear ly  not  safe?  There has been an at tempt  10 

to break- in .   I  do not  know i f  the people who t r ied to break -

in  wanted to steal  th is  Cocaine .   There is  something  

valuable here and I  no longer bel ieve that  i t  is  safe to  keep 

i t  here.  

 So before we get  to  issues of  lawfu l  inst ruct ions 

f rom super iors,  you are responsib le for  th is  bui ld ing and 

there is  an  at tempted break - in  and you know that  you have 

exhib i ts  that  are worth at  least  R200 000 000.   What  steps 

do you take to increase the  secur i t y  or  to  say,  I  cannot  keep 

th is  th ing here,  i t  is  not  safe in  my off ice?   20 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioners,  I  reported to 

Br igadier  Nyuswa.   He asked me for  a factual  repor t  on the 

break- in .   Everyth ing was provided to them at  the Provincia l  

Off ice .   We had inst ruct ions f rom General  Senona  not  to  

in form other  members about  what  we housed in  there,  that  
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the drugs was there.   So ,  we were  g iven inst ruct ions by h im 

that  the members must  v is i t  the  off ice.   So,  wi th  that  

inst ruct ion,  I  am not  a l lowed to te l l  the members what  is  in  

there.   I  just  asked h im af ter  hours to  make a tu rn at  the 

off ice,  just  make sure everyth ing is  safe there.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    You d id not  say e i ther  we increase 

secur i t y  o r  you take your consignment  because i t  is  not  safe 

in  my off ice?  You d id not  do that?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  d id  not  do that ,  Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    The factual  report  that  you prepared,  10 

what  does i t  do?  Is  i t  just  an account  that  we have had a  

break- in?  I t  does not  inc lude recommendat ions f rom you 

about  what  to  do?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I f  I  am correct ,  that  report ,  i t  has got  

in  i t  exact ly  what  secur i t y  I  have got  in  my off ice and what  I  

do not  have.   I t  is  in  that  report .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Commissioner  Baloyi ,  perhaps just  to ,  

i f  you turn to  page 40,  th is  i s  the factual  report  o f  January  

2021.  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   I f  you are st i l l  go ing to d iscuss i t ,  

I  am happy to leave i t .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    No,  no,  no.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    I f  you are p lann ing to come to i t .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    No,  no,  no .   I  th ink i t  i s  just  one 
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inc ident .   I  just  want  to  show that  you see how i t  would look 

l ike.   He can just  take us through i t  because a l l  the  factual  

reports af ter  each inc ident  would fo l low the same format .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  see.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Perhaps as an example,  could you 

take us through th is  factual  repor t  and how i t  wou ld look 

l ike?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Okay,  i t  i s  a  factual  report .   I t  is  

dated 18 t h  o f  January 2021.   I t  is  a  factual  report ,  a t tempted 

business break- in ,  DPCI  Port  Shepstone .   Then the CAS 10 

number is  165 /1/2021.   I t  says :  

“On Fr iday,  the  15 t h  o f  January,  the 

off ices of  Ser ious Organised Cr ime Uni t  

s i tuated at  2  Pr incess E l izabeth  Dr ive  

Port  Shepstone  was locked and in  order.   

The off ice was v is i ted on Saturday the 

16 t h  and Sunday the 17 t h  by var ious 

members of  th is  uni t .   On Monday the  

18 t h ,  Foreman Thutshin i  not iced that  both 

windows of  the k i tchen were broken,  but  20 

the burg lar  bars prevented them to enter.   

On fu r ther  invest igat ion by mysel f ,  i t  was 

evident  that  they used a large rock to t ry  

and force open the burg lar  bar.   There  

was a lso s igns that  they t r ied to  force 
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open the back passage door that  is  

s i tuated next  to  the k i tchen windows.   

The off ice was previously broken in to on 

the fo l lowing dates,  2011 -12-27,  2014-06-

08,  2018-12-09,  2020-01-20.   This off ice  

is  f i t ted wi th an a larm that  was moni tored 

by  Nat ional  Secur i ty  & Fi re.   Dur ing Apr i l  

2020,  we requested to be on a month - to-

month cont ract  w i th  Nat ional  Secur i ty  as 

we were awai t ing the procurement  10 

process.   Dur ing May 2020,  an  

appl icat ion was done to upgrade the 

a la rm system.   Th is off i ce was to ld to  get  

three new secur i ty  companies to tender 

for  the upgrading and the moni to r ing of  

the a la rm system.   The three companies 

we tendered were Uyabonwa,  F idel i t y  

ADT,  and Lazer 911.   Dur ing December 

2020,  th is  off ice  received a statement  

f rom Nat ional  Secur i ty  in forming us that  20 

due to non-payment ,  they have removed 

us f rom thei r  system and would not  be  

render ing any serv ices at  our  uni t  due to  

non-payment .   Cur rent ly,  the a larm is  

act ivated af te r  hours and on weekends,  
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but  i f  the off ice is  not  broken in to ,  there 

is  no way fo r  any of  us to  be not i f ied 

about  i t .   We wi l l  on ly see i t  when we 

ar r ive at  the off i ce.   Fur ther  p rogress wi l l  

be reported. ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And is  tha t  your  s ignature  at  the  

bot tom there?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  cor rect .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And just  to  be c lear,  who is  th is  report  

d i rected to?   10 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  was sent  d i rect ly  to  the Provincia l  

Commander Br igadier  Nyuswa.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   And af ter  th is  t ime,  Major  

General  Senona would have been in  off ice?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  am sorry,  s i r?    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    General  Senona would have been at  

off ice at  th is  poin t?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes,  ja .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Maybe coming back to the factual  report  20 

for  the October inc ident ,  d id  you receive a response f rom 

Br igadier  Nyuswa?  Af ter  the October inc ident?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  d id  not  get  any response f rom him.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Not  even a d iscussion wi th h im?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No.  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   Thank you.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Perhaps we wi l l  come to d iscuss the 8  

November 2021 in  more deta i l  in  your  statement .   But  just  

to  understand,  the factual  reports that  you prepared,  were  

they a l l  wr i t ten?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Were they?   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    A l l  wr i t ten?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    As documents?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes.    10 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And you would address them to 

whoever is  the Provincia l  Commander?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  cor rect .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  thank you.   P lease proceed.   

Paragraph 13.   I t  is  about  appl icat ions for  the a larm or  

armed response.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     

“As I  have stated above,  in  March 2020,  

the armed response cont ract  expi red 

dur ing Apr i l  2020.   I  made an appl icat ion  20 

for  the cont inuat ion of  the cont ract  wi th  

Nat ional  Secur i t y  & Fi re  on a month - to-

month basis,  whi le  st i l l  engaging a formal  

procurement  process.   The appl icat ion  

was addressed to Supply  Chain 
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Management  and Colonel  Madhoe.   This 

request  was sent  to  the Provincia l  Off ice,  

a t tached a copy of  the appl icat ion,  as 

marked JJP4.   However,  the procurement  

was not  approved. ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Sor ry,  Colone l .   Could you then go to  

page 22?   

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  sorry.   Colonel ,  you referred  to a 

request  fo r  a month - to-month extension,  and then you a lso 

referred to a procurement  process,  and then you end the  10 

paragraph by saying :  

“However,  the procurement  was not  

approved. ”  

By that ,  are you refer r ing both  to  the month - to-month 

extension and then the procurement ,  which I  assume was to 

be fo r  a longer te rm?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  cor rect ,  Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    So,  the refusal  was in  respect  of  both?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  cor rect .    

CHAIRPERSON :    And what  reasons were g iven for  that?   20 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    We were g iven no reasons.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  guess I  may ask the quest ion in  respect  

of  the other  refusals,  because your statement  refers to ,  I  

th ink,  no less than three other  refusals.   In  respect  of  the 

others,  were reasons g iven?   
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LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  no reasons g iven,  Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you,  Chai r.   A t  page 22 of  the  

annexures,  that  i s  the appl icat ion  for  2020,  for  22 Apr i l  

2020?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  cor rect ,  Commissioner.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Is  that  the appl icat ion that  you made?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  cor rect ,  Commissioner.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Who e lse was i t  addressed to,  o ther  

than Colonel  Madhoe?   10 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  was a lso sent  to  Capta in Van 

Niekerk  at  our  Provincia l  Off ice .   She deals wi th the SCM.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Then to address what  Chai r  i s  

enqui r ing,  i f  you turn over  the  page at  page 23,  at  

paragraph 8,  could you read that  in to the record?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    What  is  the page number there?   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    23,  just  the next  page.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     

“An appl icat ion is  hereby made for  the 

current  cont ract  wi th  Nat ional  Secur i t y  & 20 

Fi re  to  be cont inued on a month - to-month 

basis whi le  the procurement  process is  

being done. ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And as you said to  Chai r,  there was 

no response to th is?   
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LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Noth ing.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   Cont inue to paragraph 31.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     

“Another  appl icat ion was made on the 

26 t h  o f  May 2020.   I t  was a lso not  reacted 

to,  le t  a lone be approved.   On the 17 t h  o f  

August  2020,  I  made another  appl icat ion  

to the Provincia l  Commander Br igadier  

Nyuswa and Supply Chain Management ,  

Colonel  Madhoe.   That  appl icat ion  could 10 

not  be processed because Colonel  

Madhoe,  deal ing wi th the appl icat ion,  le f t  

procurement ,  so I  la ter  learned.   On the  

8th of  September 2020,  Chief  Admin 

Clerk Ol iv ier  of  my off ice addressed an 

emai l  to  Capta in Van Niekerk of  the  

Provincia l  Off ice  provid ing responses to 

in format ion that  was sought ,  inc luding 

set t ing out  the type of  secur i t y  sys tem we 

requi red.   I  a t tach hereto a copy of  the 20 

said emai l ,  marked JJP5.   I t  is  to  be  

noted that  Ms Ol iv ie r  warned that  i f  there 

was a break - in  at  the off ice,  i t  would be 

problemat ic  as there was no secur i ty  

serv ice in  p lace. ”  
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ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Can we then turn to  that  annexure?   

CHAIRPERSON :    Maybe I  misheard you,  Colonel .   I  thought  

you said Ms Ol iv ie r,  the Chief  Administ rat ion Clerk  in  your  

off ice.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    She is  in  my off ice,  Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    But  I  see here in  your  statement  i t  says 

f rom Provincia l  Off ice.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  a typ ing mistake,  

Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    10 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    P lease turn  to  page 26.   I s  that  the 

emai l  that  you are  referr ing to?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  cor rect ,  Commissioner.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   I f  you turn over  at  page 27,  the  

th i rd paragraph,  could you read tha t  in to the record?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     

“On 22 Apr i l  2020,  appl icat ion was made 

for  the cont ract  wi th  Nat ional  Secur i t y  & 

Fi re  to  be…”  …[in tervenes] .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Sor ry,  the fo l lowing paragraph.   Or  20 

star t  f rom 22 Apr i l ,  i t  is  f ine.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     

“Appl icat ion was made fo r  the cont ract  

wi th  Nat ional  Secur i ty  & Fi re  to  be 

cont inued on a month - to-month basis,  as 
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a t  the t ime we were st i l l  in  c redi t  wi th  

them, and for  the request  was made for  

the durat ion of  the process of  ob ta in ing 

quotes f rom new suppl ie rs.   To date,  no  

feedback has been received on that  

appl icat ion.   The secur i ty  system that  is  

current ly  in  p lace is  work ing.   However,  

should  there be a  break - in  at  the of f ice,  i t  

wi l l  be a problem.   There is  no secur i ty  

cont ract  in  p lace.   The procurement  10 

process for  new secur i ty  cont ract  was 

done.   The o ther  serv ice provider  

provided quotes for  a 12 -month cont ract  

for  a larm and secur i ty  serv ices.   Three 

pr ivate secur i t y  suppl ie rs were requested 

to quote for  secur i ty  serv ices to inc lude 

the fo l lowing.   Insta l la t ion of  CCTV 

system,  moni to r ing equipment ,  in f rared 

passive sensors,  armed response,  d ig i ta l  

recorder  and remote,  inc lus ive of  remote 20 

network,  moni tor  v ia  ce l l  phone,  external  

per imeter  features,  beam sensors,  beam 

sensors on the  outs ide of  the  off ice 

windows.   An appl icat ion was made on 29 

May 2020 for  secur i t y  serv ice and 
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moni to r ing at  the off ice for  a per iod  of  12  

months,  but  to  date i t  has not  been 

approved.   The quotes received f rom 

suppl ie rs have now been expi red. ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am not  sure  I  understand the f i rs t  

sentence of  the paragraph that  s tates the secur i t y  system 

that  –  le t  me read the whole th ing :  

“The secur i ty  sys tem that  is  cur rent ly  in  

p lace is  work ing.   However,  should there 

be a break - in  at  the off ice,  i t  wi l l  be a  10 

problem as there  is  no secur i t y  cont ract  

in  p lace. ”  

My understanding is  as at  that  po int  there was no armed 

response and a lso the a la rm system would go off  whenever 

there was load shedding and there would be no backup.   

So,  i t  was as good as not  there.   I  just  want  to  understand 

the sentence that  says the secur i t y  system that  is  cur rent ly  

in  p lace is  work ing.   Does that  mean the a larm system is  

just  making noise  here and that  is  i t ,  and i f  there is  nobody 

to hear i t ,  i t  is  as good as not  being there ?  Weekends,  as  20 

you said,  nobody would hear i t .   I t  would go on and on unt i l  

the fo l lowing Monday.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  cor rect .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja,  do you th ink th is  captures the  

s i tuat ion accurate ly to  then say i t  is  work ing?   
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LT-COL PRINSLOO :    You can just  arm i t ,  but  that  is  a l l .   I t  

is  not  connected to anybody.    

CHAIRPERSON :    So,  i t  just  makes noise.   I f  you are not  

there overn ight  and dur ing weekends,  i t  is  useless,  

complete ly useless.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  cor rect ,  Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .   Let  us adjourn and resume at  

11:25.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Colonel ,  we somet imes star t  even a  

minute before the  t ime we stated,  just  fo r  the future.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    My apologies.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you,  Chai rperson.   Colonel ,  we 

were deal ing wi th  the appl icat ions and the warning that  Ms 

Ol iv ier  had provided or  had g iven.   Now,  we would then 

cont inue f rom paragraph 34,  just  to  contextual ise,  and then 

move onwards f rom your statement .  20 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Which paragraph?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    34,  page 11.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    34:  

“No let ter  of  appl icat ion was made on the 

22 n d  o f  September  2020.   This t ime i t  was 
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s igned by the Provincia l  Commander,  

Br igadier  Nyuswa,  and was fo rwarded to 

Provincia l  Supply Chain Management  

Of f ice.   The appl icat ion was a lso not  

approved. ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Did you hear anyth ing f rom Br igadier  

Nyuswa in  response to,  or  in  react ion to the appl icat ion?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   P lease proceed.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     10 

“We owed money to Nat ional  Secur i ty  

and Fi re on the 25 t h  o f  November  2020.   

They sent  a statement  of  account  for  an  

amount  of  R3 306.49 in  respect  of  

month ly serv ices.   Made an SAP585 

appl icat ion,  which  appl icat ion was sent  to  

the Provincia l  Of f ice for  f inancia l  

approval .   I  a t tach hereto a copy of  the 

emai l ,  sent ,  a t taching the appl icat ion,  

marked JJP6.”  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Wi l l  you p lease just  b r ie f l y  descr ibe an 

SAP585 appl icat ion?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  is  an audi t  form for  that  money to 

be approved and to be paid,  Commissioner.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   
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ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Can we jus t  turn to  page 31 of  the  

annexures bundle .   What  does that  emai l  re late to?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  was for  the approva l  o f  that  

money.   For  the  money that  we owed Nat ional  Fi re and 

Rescue.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  p lease proceed on your 

statement  star t ing  on 14 December  2020.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Which paragraph is  that  s i r?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Paragraph 35.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     10 

“On 14 December  2020,  Nat ional  Secur i ty  

and Fi re sent  a fu r ther  statement  

ref lect ing an amount  of  R3 610 as 

outstanding.   They then advised that  they 

would remove us,  the DPCI of f ice ,  f rom 

thei r  system and wi l l  not  render any 

fur ther  serv ices due to nonpayment .   This 

was conf i rmed to me on 13 January  2021.   

Between November and la te  December 

2020,  there were ongoing d iscussions 20 

about  our  appl icat ion  for  secur i ty .   I  

a t tach hereto a  copy of  the  emai l  

exchange in  th is  regard,  marked JJP7.   

On the 13 t h  of  January,  2021…”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Sor ry,  apologies,  just  so that  we 
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contextual ise.   JJP7 appears f rom page 33 of  the bundle  of  

the annexures.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Wi thout  us going th rough a l l  the  emai ls ,  

can you just  summarise what  the substance or  sa l ient  

features of  the communicat ion  were?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  was th is  commu nicat ion  between 

Chief  Admin Clerk Ol iv ier  f rom my of f ice and Capta in Van 

Niekerk f rom the Provincia l  Of f ice regard ing  these 

outstanding monies  and what  response we got  f rom the 

secur i t y  company.  10 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Can I  take your at tent ion  to the  

fo l lowing page,  page 34?  The emai l  in  the  middle.   From 

Capta in Van Niekerk.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     

“She sent  th is  to  L ieutenant  Colonel  

Majozi .   Your response regard ing th is  

mat ter  wi l l  be appreciated.   This mat ter  is  

long outstanding and must  be dea l t  wi th  

by the former Provincia l  Commander for  

Acquis i t ion Management ,  Colonel  20 

Madhoe.   This delay is  causing a  major  

secur i t y  to  th is  of f ice,  which has been 

previously  targeted by cr iminals and was 

broken in to the of f ices and sto len s tate 

property.   The procurement  f i le  was 
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handed by Capta in Dieder icks  for  

processing.   To date,  th is  uni t  has had no 

feedback.   Your in te rvent ion is  requi red. ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I f  you look at  the persons copied,  can 

you just  s tate the i r  names?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    She ccd  mysel f ,  and a lso Wi l l ie  

Ol iv ier  f rom my of f ice,  as wel l  as the Provincia l  

Commander,  Br igadier  Nyuswa.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  thank you.   I  th ink that  

completes the point .   Go back to your statement  at  10 

paragraph …[ intervenes]  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Sorry.   Colonel ,  what  they are saying  

there on page 34,  because you are not  deal ing wi th the  

person 's response.   The day af ter ,  L ieutenant  Colonel  

Majozi  responds,  top of  the page there.   And wi thout  

context ,  she seems to be suggest ing that  the request  is  

going to the wrong people.   I t  should be addressed to the 

r ight  people.   So,  they are not  out r ight  refusing the request .   

I t  seems to be suggest ing  there that  you are send ing i t  to  

the wrong people.   Do you see the 16 t h  o f  December emai l?    20 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  see that .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    They say:  

“We wi l l  appreciate i f  you can expla in  

how Colonel  Madhoe involved in  th is  

mat ter ,  as i t  seems l i ke the cont ract  was 
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secured by your head of f i ce. ”  

So,  the suggest ion is  that  you must  deal  wi th  head of f ice 

and not  the people you are address ing your request  to .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner  …[intervenes]  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    What  fo l lows is  there is  no request  to  

head of f i ce.   You seem to be asking them the same issue 

again.   What  is  the status of  the  secur i t y  appl icat ion?  We 

are now 29 December on page 33.   So,  i t  seems to be a 

communicat ion  problem rather  than a refusal  to  approve the 

request .   Do you see that?  10 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner,  I  see that .   We deal t  

wi th  Colonel  Madhoe.   Then we were to ld suddenly he is  no 

more there.   So that  i s  Colonel  Majozi ,  he was then the one 

that  we deal t  wi th .   Colonel ,  Capta in Van Niekerk ,  she deal t  

wi th .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  Colonel  Majozi  says i t  was 

secured by the head of f ice,  so that  is  where i t  should go.   

That  is  at  least  my understanding.   And I  do not  have 

context .   I  am s imply reading the  emai l  as I  see i t .   So i t  

could be that  the request  was addressed to the  wrong 20 

people,  and i t  is  not  an issue of  head of f ice or  senior  

people out r ight  refusing to provide the necessary support .   

Thank you.   I  th ink you accepted that ,  so we can leave i t  

there.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes.   
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Where was Of f icer  Majozi  based?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    SCM in Durban,  the provinc ia l  o f f ice.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   Turn back to your 

statement .   Paragraph 36.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     

“On 13 January 2021,  CAC Ol iv ier  

specia l ly  wrote an emai l  to  Br igadier  10 

Nyuswa and Capta in Van Niekerk  

request ing an approval  for  the secur i ty  

cont ract .   In  that  mai l ,  she sent  ou t  a fu l l  

background to the addressees.   She 

warned in  the  event  that  something 

should happen,  th is  of f ice has no secur i ty  

in  p lace,  and there have been numerous 

break- ins at  the  of f ice.   I  a lso  at tach 

hereto a copy of  sa id emai l ,  marked 

JJP8. ”  20 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    P lease turn to  page 38 of  the 

annexures.   Are you there?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    You want  me to read i t?   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    No,  no,  no,  no,  no,  absolute ly  not .   

Just  the summary and who i t  was addressed to and the  
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t ime.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  was sent  on the 13 t h  o f  January  

2021,  15:20 in  the af te rnoon.   I t  was sent  to  Br igadier  

Nyuswa,  Capta in Van Niekerk ,  and I  was ccd in  that .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And in  terms of  summary,  i t  was the 

same request  fo r  the a larm?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  o ld h is to ry of  everyth ing,  how i t  

t ranspi red.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   Turn to your statement ,  

paragraph 37.  10 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     

“On the n ight  of  14 January  2021,  

another  break - in  happened,  which was 

only d iscovered on the 15 t h  o f  January.   

A rock was used to break the window of  

the k i t chen.   However,  the cr iminals were  

prevented by the burg lar  bars  f rom 

enter ing.   On the very day,  I  wrote a 

factual  report  to  Br igadier  Nyuswa and 

in formed h im tha t  the of f ice a larm was 20 

not  l inked to secur i ty  company.   As 

Nat ional  Secur i t y  and Fi re had removed 

us f rom thei r  system.   I  warned tha t  whi le  

the a larm is  act ivated af te r  hours and on 

weekends,  i f  the  of f ice is  broken in to,  
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there is  no way for  us to  be not i f ied 

about  i t .   We wi l l  on ly see i t  when we 

ar r ived at  the of f ice.   At tached hereto a 

copy of  that  factual  report ,  J JP9. ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  th ink we have gone th rough that .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    We have gone th rough that  report ,  

Chai rperson.   We do not  need to go through i t .   I t  is  the one 

at  page 42,  Br igadier  Nyuswa.   P lease then cont inue.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     

“Our request  fo r  secur i ty  and armed 10 

response was again sent  to  Supply Chain 

Management  and even sent  to  Br igadier  

Nyuswa.   In  fact ,  i t  had tu rned in to a p lea 

for  help.   I t  was very important  that  the 

DPCI ’s  o f f ice had a work ing a larm system 

l inked to a secur i ty  company.   However,  

our  request  was ignored.   I  am st i l l  

unable to  understand why the 

appl icat ions were  not  responded to and 

approved.   This i s  par t icu la r ly  perp lex ing  20 

s ince we were  exper iencing repeated 

break- ins which  were reported per  

inc ident  and a lso when we d id 

appl icat ions.   The Provincia l  Commander 

was aware of  the numerous break - ins and 
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the vulnerabi l i ty  of  the Port  Shepstone 

DPCI of f ices.   On 22 June 2021,  a large 

quant i ty  of  d rug exhib i ts  was rece ived to 

be stored at  the o f f ice.   At  the t ime,  there 

was st i l l  no secur i t y  serv ice.   Noth ing  

had changed.   Secur i ty  was nei ther  

upgraded nor  enhanced.   I  found th is  

par t icu lar ly  s t range.   Br igadier  Nyuswa 

knew of  the secur i t y  chal lenges,  and I  

could not  understand h is decis ion on how 10 

he would a l low the drugs to be stored at  

the of f ice.   There  was then an at tempted 

break- in  la te October 2021,  which I  

reported to h im.   Again,  there was no 

at tempt  to  improve the previous 

appl icat ion or  even enhance secur i ty  

g iven there were now exhib i ts  of  h igh 

volume.   The DPCI of f ice was tota l ly  

unsui table to  store exhib i t s  received.   

There was no adequate secur i t y  in  p lace.   20 

In fact ,  there was a decis ion taken in  

2017 not  to  store exhib i ts  at  a l l  o f  the 

f ive DPCI uni ts  in  KZN.   Br igadier  

Nyuswa was and is  wel l  aware of  that  

decis ion.   Major  General  Senona would  
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have a lso known th is .   None of  the  DPCI 

of f ices were. . . ”  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Colonel ,  why do you say Br igadier  

Nyuswa was aware of  that  decis ion?  Was i t  a  wr i t ten 

inst ruct ion?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  was a wr i t ten inst ruct ion.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Coming f rom where?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    From General  Zikhal i  a t  that  s tage.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Who was he at  that  s tage,  Zikhal i ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    He was the provinc ia l  head.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Of  KZN.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Why I  would say,  Commissioner,  they 

were aware of  that .   Every quarter ,  inspect ions are 

conducted at  each of  these f ive  ser ious organised cr ime 

of f ices.   They would normal ly  take a senior  of f icer  f rom one 

of  the other  uni ts ,  one of  the other  four  uni ts .   They say 

they are  going to inspect  Port  Shepstone.   They would take 

f rom one of  the o ther  four  uni ts  of f ices,  normal ly  about  f i ve  20 

or  s ix ,  make an inspect ion team.   They would come and 

inspect  my uni t .   That  was one of  the points that  they 

inspected to make sure that  no exhib i t s  were stored at  the  

uni ts .    

 V ice versa,  i f  we had to go and inspect  other  uni ts ,  
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we would look fo r  the same th ing.   Ul t imate ly,  that  report ,  

a f ter  the inspect ion,  i s  submit ted  to Br igadier  Nyuswa to  

show al l  the weaknesses and problems at  the uni ts .   Whi le  I  

am on that ,  each of  these provincia l  inspect ions conducted 

at  my uni t ,  i t  was one of  the shortcomings that  I  made the  

senior  of f icer  tha t  conducted the inspect ion aware of ,  was 

the secur i t y  issues at  my uni t .   So,  i t  was wel l  documented.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  assume you know the Durban  of f ice.   

This was not  your  operat ion or  even your Cocaine.   I t  is  the 

Durban of f ice Cocaine.   Is  there any reason that  you are 10 

aware of  that  th is  could not  have been stored in  Durban?  

And I  am ta lk ing more about  space.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner,  you are ta lk ing about  

the Durban DPCI of f ice.   Commissioner,  as far  as I  know,  I  

do not  th ink they have got  a st rong room.  They occupy 

three f loors and i t  is  just  drywal l ing  between the of f ices.   So 

as far  as I  know,  there is  no st rong room there.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     

“None of  the DPCI of f i ces were at  the 20 

t ime actual ly  a l lowed to keep exhib i t s .   

This is  the reason the DPCI of f i ce d id not  

have an SCP13 register .   The DPCI of f ice 

was par t i cu lar ly  vu lnerable and was not  

su i tab le to  store exhib i ts ,  le t  a lone of  the 
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quant i ty  we were  asked to store.   Both 

Br igadier  Nyuswa and General  Senona 

knew th is . ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Colonel ,  just  to  refer  you,  General  

Flynn test i f ied yesterday to say that  in  order  to  have a  

SAP13 register ,  your  of f ice would  have needed,  accord ing 

to the Nat ional  Inst ruct ion ,  the approval  f rom the Nat ional  

Head Of f i ce.   Is  that  correct?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    We d id that  when we were st i l l  

receiv ing exhib i t s  before 2017,  when that  inst ruct ion came 10 

f rom General  Zikhal i .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And i f  that  decis ion was taken,  what  

does i t  s ign i fy  i f  they remove the SAP13 register  or  the 

capabi l i t y  of  your  of f ice?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  th ink i t  was a secur i t y  issue 

because of  the lack of  secur i t y  at  our  fac i l i t ies.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  thank you.   And in  the absence 

of  secur i t y ,  obviously what  the Nat ional  Inst ruct ion  requi res  

is  that  exhib i ts  must  be seized in  order ,  they must  be stored 

to be used fo r  ev idence and a l l  o f  th is .   20 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  correct .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So i f  they are not  secure,  obviously 

there are d i f f icu l t ies other  than being sto len.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  correct .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    They would  be unable to  be  ut i l ised 
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proper ly  in  cour t .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  correct .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    A l l  r ight .   Before we then have to go  

to Sect ion E of  the statements,  I  just  wanted to check i f  the 

Commissioners have any quest ions before we move on to 

the new sect ion.  

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  p lease proceed.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   We then go to Sect ion E, 

s ta r t ing f rom Paragraph 44.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     10 

“On the 22 n d  o f  June 2021,  between 10 

and 11 in  the morning,  I  received a  

te lephone cal l  f rom Br igadier  Nyuswa.   

He in formed me that  the provinc ia l  

t rac ing team seized a large quant i ty  of  

Cocaine f rom a conta iner  and inst ructed 

me to make storage avai lab le at  our  

of f ice.   He said he would take both sets 

of  the safe keys wi th h im once the 

exhib i ts  were stored in  the safe.   He said 20 

the exhib i t s  could not  be stored at  a  

Forensic Science Laboratory  as they d id  

not  have a secure storage capac i ty .   I  

knew that  the  laboratory had been 

f looded and was dysfunct ional . ”  
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ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Can I  just  ask,  just  tak ing back,  or  

going back to what  Commissioner Baloyi  had asked .   Were 

you asked fo r  any opin ion or  v iew about  sto r ing the exhib i t s  

at  your  of f ices?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  Commissioner.   I t  was an 

inst ruct ion f rom h im for  me to keep i t  there in  my of f i ce.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And d id you ra ise an issue wi th i t  

about  safety and secur i t y?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  d id  not  ra ise i t .   He knows a l l  my 

chal lenges there at  my of f ice.  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    …unlawfu l .   Would the inst ruct ion not  

have been unlawfu l  in  l ight  of  what  you said that  s ince 2017 

i t  was no longer  permi t ted to store exhib i t s  in  the f ive 

of f ices?  Now you are being d i rected or  g iven an inst ruct ion  

to do the very th ing that  you know is  no longer permi t ted.   

So why do you a l low i t?   Because in  your  engagement  wi th  

Chai r  r ight  at  the beginning,  you conceded that  you are only  

obl iged to obey lawfu l  inst ruct ions.   Is  th is  inst ruct ion not  

an unlawfu l  one?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner,  I  do not  see i t  as an 20 

unlawfu l  inst ruct ion  because General  Senona gave the  

inst ruct ion to Br igadier  Nyuswa tha t  i t  must  be stored at  my 

of f ice.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And what  became of  the 2017 

d i rect ive that  no exhib i ts  should be stored at  o f f ices?  Are  
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you saying General  Senona could  over ru le that  d i rect ive  

and decide that  notwi thstanding that  d i rect ive,  exhib i ts  can 

be stored at  the o f f ice?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner,  he could have got ten  

permission f rom the Nat ional  Head to do i t .   I  do not  know.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  you were not  aware that  he  d id?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  I  was not  aware.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  just  understand,  d id Z ikhal i  d id  he 

occupy the posi t ion that  la te r  is  occupied by General  

Senona?  Is  i t  the  same posi t ion?  10 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I f  I  am not  mistaken,  but  i t  may be 

c la r i f ied at  a  la te r  point ,  Major  General  Senona a lso,  I  th ink,  

sa id he was in formed by Br igadier  Nyuswa about  sto r ing,  

but  I  suppose tha t  wi l l  come on.   So,  your  ev idence is  that  i t  

is  Major  General  Senona that  gave Br igadier  Nyuswa an 

inst ruct ion.   Am I  understanding you cor rect ly?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  do not  th ink Br igadier  Nyuswa would  

have made that  ca l l  on h is own.   I  am sure he would have 20 

seeked …sic]  gu idance f rom General  Senona.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So,  what  I  am t ry ing to  understand is  

whether  you knew for  cer ta in or  you are th ink ing tha t  was a  

possib i l i ty .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes,  that  was a possib i l i t y .  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Maybe put t ing i t  d i f fe rent ly ,  you 

assumed that  Br igadier  Nyuswa has spoken to General  

Senona about  th is .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   P lease proceed.   

Paragraph 45.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     

“During that  ca l l ,  Br igadier  Nyuswa d id 

not  d iscuss other  a l ternat ives.   He made 10 

no ment ion of  any other  storage.   I  know 

there were Durban Pol ice Stat ions,  

Maydon Wharf  o r  Is ip ingo Stat ions,  which  

operate  24 hours.   These would have 

been more secure.   Br igadier  Nyuswa 

never ment ioned anyth ing about  tak ing 

the exhib i t s  to  Is ip ingo or  booking them 

at  the Is ip ingo Pol ice Stat ion.   B r igadier  

Nyuswa was obviously aware o f  the 

storage capaci ty  of  the safe.   Equal ly ,  he  20 

was aware of  the vulnerabi l i t ies of  the 

DPCI of f ice and the fact  that  there was 

no act ive secur i t y .   He would have been 

aware  of  the secur i t y  appl icat ions I  

re ferred to above,  the la test  one in  
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January 2021.   He would have a lso been 

aware of  the factual  reports I  gave to h im 

and a lso the number of  burg lar ies which  

had been at  the  of f ice.   I t  was not  my 

p lace to  second-guess Br igadier  

Nyuswa 's decis ion and commands.   Put  

d i rect ly ,  I  could not  quest ion h is decis ion 

or  second-guess h im or  h is  commands.   I  

have to respect  and fo l low them, which I  

d id .   Soon af ter  that  ca l l  f rom Br igadier  10 

Nyuswa,  photos of  the seized exhib i t s  

s ta r ted c i rcu lat ing in  the var ious 

WhatsApp groups.   I  a t tached here to 

copies of  the  photos,  which  were  

c i rcu lated marked JJP9. ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    Is  that  DPCI WhatsApp groups?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  pol ice WhatsApp groups.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  pol i ce in  genera l .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Can you just  cor rect  our  JJP9?  Our 

JJP9 is  the factua l  report  and not  the photos.  20 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes,  we wi l l  correct  that .   I  th ink  

those photos appear at  your  page 116.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    We should  amend the statement  to  

read JJP12.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Cor rect ,  I  wi l l  correct  that .   
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LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So,  i t  is  JJ,  so we wi l l  amend the 

statement  accord ingly.   So,  i t  is  page 116 and page 117.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes,  i t  was just  those two photos.   

The other  photos d id not  come f rom me.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes,  but  I  am saying those two 

photos.   Could you then just  go on to descr ibe them below?  

But  what  I  want  to  understand,  were you aware where these 

were?  Where they were taken?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No.  10 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So,  i t  seems i t  is  in  a park ing lo t  

somewhere.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  correct .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    You had no idea where that  was?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    P lease proceed wi th your statement .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     

“ I  not iced the photos that  the exhib i t s 

were unpacked on the f loor  and not  

sealed.   The exh ib i ts  were in  a form of  20 

b locks wrapped in  ye l low cover label led 

Jaquar and b lack  cover label led T ikTok.   

They were  a lso not  in  sealed bag.   I t  

appeared that  the exhib i ts  were  being 

handled cont rary to  the Nat ional  
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Inst ruct ion  as amended and the protocol  

on the search and seizure,  handl ing,  

processing,  and d isposi t ion of  i l l ic i t  

drugs.   I  a t tached copies of  the Nat ional  

Inst ruct ion  and the protocol  mark  JJP10 

and JJP11,  respect ive ly. ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Colonel ,  these p ictures that  a re 

c i rcu lat ing on WhatsApp groups,  were they accompanied by  

any messages at  a l l  to  say anyth ing about  them?  10 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  was said i t  was drugs seized in  

Durban.   Only la ter  on dur ing the day i t  became more c lear  

where i t  came f rom.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    In  the same WhatsApp groups?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Same WhatsApp groups.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    They were expla in ing  fur ther  on  where i t  

came f rom.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Were they SAPS WhatsApp groups or  

just  genera l  publ ic?   20 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    SAPS WhatsApp groups.   Thank you,  

Commissioner.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Commissioners,  I  th ink ear l ier  on I  d id  

ind icate that  I  would  not  necessar i l y  go to the Nat ional  
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Inst ruct ions.   General  Flynn d id go out  at  great  lengths to 

the requi rements  of  the seal ing o f  the exhib i ts  and a l l  o f  

th is .   So,  I  wi l l  just  keep that .   Cont inue to your paragraph 

48.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     

“During the course of  that  same day,  

around 13H00 hours,  I  contacted Warrant  

Of f icer  AP Van Den Berg  and inst ructed 

h im to c lear  the one walk - in  safe,  Room 

22,  and make i t  avai lab le fo r  the exhib i t s .   10 

I  to ld  h im that  I  was inst ructed by 

Br igadier  Nyuswa that  i t  would be used to 

store a la rge quant i t y  of  Cocaine  which  

had been seized.   Normal ly  we use that  

speci f ic  safe to  store of f i c ia l  f i rearms and 

ammuni t ion.   The f i rearms and 

ammuni t ion were  moved to the  other  

safe,  Room 24.   As I  sa id above,  Warrant  

Of f icer  Van Den Berg  was in  cont ro l  o f  

the safe and keys were wi th h im.   I f  I  am 20 

not  mistaken,  th is  was around 13 H00 

hours.   I  do not  recal l  a  fu r ther  ca l l  f rom 

Br igadier  Nyuswa or  anyone regard ing 

the mat ter  unt i l  they arr ived la ter  in  the 

af ternoon af ter  16H00.   This was af ter  
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hours of  our  normal  work ing t ime.   At  that  

s tage at  the of f ice,  i t  was only mysel f  and 

Warrant  Of f icer  Van Den Berg .   The other  

members had le f t  a l ready. ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Sor ry,  just  be fore we go on.   So,  you 

had a ca l l  wi th  Br igadier  Nyuswa at  a round 10 ,11.   Let  us 

g ive i t  11.   The d istance f rom Is ip ingo is  around 110 

k i lomet res which would be around,  at  best ,  i f  we are real l y  

going s lowly,  2  hours.   But  we see a  gap of  5  to  6 hours.   

Did you quest ion  perhaps when they arr ived what  was the 10 

gap about?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  d id  not  quest ion h im,  no.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And d id you wonder what  may have 

happened in  those 5 to 6 hours?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  presumed they would have been 

busy on the scene,  p rocessing the exhib i ts ,  p robably had 

forensics there,  tak ing f ingerpr in ts ,  a l l  that  type of  th ing.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    A l l  r ight .   P lease cont inue to 

paragraph 50.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     20 

“St i l l  on the day,  quarter  past  4 ,  the 

members ar r ived at  the of f ice,  severa l  

vehic les.   They arr ived at  the same t ime 

as Major  General  Senona and Br igadier  

Nyuswa.   They were t ravel l ing in  one 
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vehic le.   I  cannot  recal l  whose vehic le 

they were using between the two of  them.  

Other  members ar r ived in  th ree Combis  

and a BMW sedan which was dr iven by 

L ieutenant  Colonel  Dina Govender .   The 

t rac ing team is  a  team composed of  TRT 

members and DPCI members.   I t  was 

formed to deal  w i th  cash in  t rans i t  and 

the reports to  Br igadier  Nyuswa.   The 

team was not  o rd inar i l y  involved wi th 10 

drug operat ions.   Members of  the  team 

inc luded L ieutenant  Colonel  Dina 

Govender ,  who was thei r  commander.   

Warrant  Of f icer  Van Den Berg  and I  

opened the secur i ty  gates in  the passage 

there and wooden doors which  were  

secured by a padlock leading to the 

dr iveway c lose to  the walk - in  safe,  Room 

22.   The members ar r ived,  reversed thei r  

vehic le up the  dr iveway.   They a l l  20 

a l ighted f rom thei r  respect ive vehic les …”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    P lease pause there.   I  just  wonder,  

the posi t ion of  L ieutenant  Colonel  is  i t  sor t  o f  a  senior  

posi t ion in  terms of  rank?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes,  that  is  correct ,  Commiss ioner.  
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ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Then i f  we go to the photos again,  I  

would l ike us to go to photo 3 and 4.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    What  page is  that?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I t  is  page 3  and 4 of  the annexures.   

So obviously,  are you there?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes,  s i r .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    There is  the gate.   So essent ia l ly  you 

are saying there are 4 cars or  5  cars?  Three Combis?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    F ive.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    F ive cars.   And then they a l l  parked 10 

by the gate.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Some al ready parked in  f ront  of  the  

gate.   Others were in  f ront  of  our  bui ld ing.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And where was General  Senona and 

Br igadier  Nyuswa?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    They parked outs ide and they were  

in teract ing wi th these members.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    By th is  gate or  by the park ing area?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Near the park ing area.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And then the  Combis reversed to th is  20 

gate?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Once we have opened th is  gate,  they 

reversed up the dr iveway c lose to that  wal l  there.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I f  you turn over  to  photo 4,  page 4? 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes.   
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ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes,  are you there?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  you then opened for  them 

between the two of  you?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    We opened that  wooden door there 

wi th the meta l  secur i ty  gates on the ins ide.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So,  the three Combis reversed?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    They reversed in .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  and the car  f rom General  

Senona 's car?  10 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    S tayed outs ide.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    S tayed outs ide.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    L ieutenant  Colonel  Dina Govender  

drove in ,  so he was parked in  f ront  of  these Combis.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Ins ide or  outs ide the gate?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Ins ide.   Ins ide of  the dr iveway,  yes.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  obviously we wi l l  come to i t .   

But  when the exhib i t s  were being of f loaded,  was the gate  

c losed?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  i t  was not  c losed.   I t  was open.  20 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    A l l  r ight ,  then le t  us go back to your 

statement  at  page 16,  paragraph 52.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    We heard  f rom General  Flynn,  

ment ion ing the involvement  of  Jacob.   I  forgot  what  h is  t i t le  

is .   Was he one of  the people tha t  at tended or  that  ar r ived 
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a t  your  of f ices as par t  o f  th is  par ty?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner,  Colonel  Jacob is  the 

commander of  Ser ious Organised Cr ime in  Durban.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    He was not  par t  o f  the members.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    He was not  one of  the people that  

ar r ived.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  he never came there.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  thank you.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Sor ry,  Commissioner.   I  do not  th ink 10 

he was the commander at  that  s tage.   He is  the commander 

now.   I  th ink at  that  s tage he wou ld have been the  group 

leader fo r  the SANEB sect ion,  for  the drug sect ion  at  

Durban.   I  th ink he was in  charge o f  the drug members.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    That  might  be  how he descr ibed h im,  

yes,  but  he was not  one of  the people that  a rr i ved.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  he never ar r i ved on that  day,  no.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Just  to  fo l low up to that ,  I  th ink we 

could have deal t  wi th  i t  la ter  on,  but  at  th is  point ,  just  to  20 

contextual ise th ings,  who was there at  the of f ices?  So,  

f rom your of f ice,  you said i t  was Warrant  Of f icer  Van Den 

Berg and yoursel f .   Who e lse was there other  than Major  

General  Senona and Br igadier  Nyuswa and Dina Govender?   

Who e lse was present?  
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LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  was Warrant  Of f icer  Mpangase and 

the other  members f rom the t rac ing  team.  I  do not  know al l  

o f  them.  I  do not .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So,  the people you knew was Warrant  

Of f icer  Mpangase? 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes.   He in t roduced h imsel f  to  me 

then a lso as the invest igat ing of f i cer  of  th is  mat ter .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Had you known h im before?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   P lease then proceed to 10 

your paragraph 52.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     

“Major  General  Senona and Br igadier  

Nyuswa were together  and in teracted 

wi th the TRT and DPCI members  as they 

ar r ived.   They d id not  in i t ia l ly  g ive any 

inst ruct ions to us  unt i l  a f te r  the exhib i t s  

were put  in to the  safe.   I  went  to  Major  

General  Senona and Br igadier  Nyuswa,  

greeted h im.   Warrant  Of f icer  Mpangase 20 

ident i f ied h imsel f  to  me as the  

invest igat ing of f i cer  of  th is  mat ter .   I  

br ie fed h im as to  which one of  the  safes 

we would be used to store the stuf f ,  the 

exhib i ts  in .   Major  General  Senona then 
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ca l led Dina Govender  and to ld h im to go 

and buy cof fee for  the two of  them.  I  

then to ld Warrant  Of f icer  Mpangase that  

the safe is  avai lab le.   We have c leaned i t  

out  and we can take the exhib i ts  to  the 

safe.   I  must  point  out  that  no one,  not  

even Br igadier  Nyuswa or  Warrant  Of f icer  

Mpangase,  to ld  me the exhib i ts  had been 

at  Is ip ingo.   They a lso d id not  d iscuss 

that  they had looked for  any other  10 

a l ternat ives.   I  went  wi th  Warrant  Of f icer  

Mpangase…”  

CHAIRPERSON :    P lease,  is  there any s igni f icance in  your  

ment ion of  the fact  that  you were not  to ld  that  the exhib i ts  

had been in  Is ip ingo?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner,  I  on ly saw on those 

WhatsApp groups where these exhib i t s  came f rom.   I  was 

not  to ld  by any one of  them where  i t  was seized and where 

i t  came f rom.  

CHAIRPERSON :    What  I  am asking is ,  you speci f ica l ly  say 20 

they d id not  te l l  you,  that  is ,  the two seniors,  that  the  

exhib i ts  had been in  Is ip ingo.   So,  my quest ion is ,  is  there 

any s igni f icance in  you ment ion ing that?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  is  just  the fact  that  they d id not  te l l  

me that .   
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CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you,  thank you.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Just  to  fo l low up,  which is  what  I  was 

asking about  Co lonel  Dina Govender.   Where was th is  

cof fee shop around the premises?  Because you had not  

ident i f ied i t .   How far  was i t?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  i s  just  around the corner .   I f  I  go to  

th is ,  le t  me just  see i f  I  can  –  no,  i t  cannot  be  seen there.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Sor ry?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  is  just  a round the corner .   I t  is  250 

metres f rom the o f f ice.   10 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  and wi th the f ive members,  how 

many persons were there when you were do ing the 

of f loading?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    There was qui te  a  lo t  o f  them.   Qui te 

a lo t .   Easi ly  about  20 of  them.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    20,  okay.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    That  is  f ine.   A l l  r ight ,  thanks.   P lease 

proceed.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Ear l ier  you spel led Dina,  D - I -N-A,  I  th ink  20 

twice.   Now you say D-E-E-N-A.   What  is  the correct  

spel l ing?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    D- I -N-A.   D- I -N-A.   I  apologise fo r  

that ,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    This one at  53 should be corrected then.   
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A l l  r ight ,  thank you.   

ADV BALOYI  SC :    Colonel ,  go ing back to the 

Chai rperson's quest ion about  they d id not  in form you that  

these drugs had been to Is ip ingo f i rs t .   They d id no t  in form 

you of  that .   Had they to ld you that  these were f i rs t  booked 

at  Is ip ingo or  i f  you had known at  that  t ime administ rat i ve ly  

what  would have happened,  what  would you have done as a 

receiver?  What  would you requi re?  What  are the 

processes that  would have had to be compl ied wi th for  you 

to receive these drugs that  you are now to ld were in  10 

Is ip ingo?  Is  there anyth ing at  a l l?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    We would have just  used that  SAP13 

number in  our  occurrence book ent ry i f  they had booked i t  

in  there and they d id  supply i t  to  us.   We would have 

inc luded i t  now in  our  occurrence book ent ry.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  thank you.   And would that  have 

inc luded you conf i rming physica l ly  that  what  was taken f rom 

Is ip ingo,  what  had been booked in  and booked out  f rom 

Is ip ingo is  exact ly  what  is  being g iven to you?  Would you 

have had to phys ica l l y  check that ,  or  i t  would  be suf f ic ient  20 

that  they just  gave you the SAP13 so that  you enter  i t  in 

your  book?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I f  they had a copy of  the register ,  i t  

would have assis ted.   So,  we could have known how many 

br icks was entered there.    
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ADV BALOYI SC :    And would  you have checked them 

physica l l y  i s  what  I  am asking.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  would  not  have necessar i l y  checked 

them because they took the keys.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  a l l  r ight .   Let  us leave i t  fo r  now.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Colonel ,  why was th is  not  a  red f lag  

to you that  they d id not  te l l  you tha t  there is  a pol ice  stat ion  

of  or ig in  where the exhib i ts  a re or ig inal l y  booked and a  

case is  opened wi th a case number?   I f  they were just  

br ing ing to you consignment  of  Cocaine,  554 k i logrammes,  10 

wi thout  knowing the stat ion of  or ig in ,  then sure ly that  

should have ra ised issues wi th you because they could have 

been t raf f ick ing Cocaine i l legal ly .    

 I  mean,  i f  i t  was seized somewhere,  i t  had to be  

booked in  a pol ice stat ion.   And there should have been an 

SAP13.   And i f  i t  was coming to you only for  s to rage,  then 

in  your  own occur rence book,  you should have recorded that  

i t  has been booked at  a pol ice sta t ion,  e i ther  in  Is ip ingo or  

Wharf  or  wherever.   I t  is  only coming to my of f ices because 

yours is  an of f i ce and not  a pol ice stat ion,  for  s to rage 20 

because you have a safe there.   And then you keep a 

proper record  of  what  has been brought  to  your  of f i ces.   I  

mean,  the fact  that  you were g iven an inst ruct ion  to just  

s to re drugs,  but  you do not  know where they came f rom.   

That  is  a problem,  is  i t  not?  
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LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner,  I  agree wi th you.   The 

f i rs t  red f lags that  I  saw was tha t  these exhib i ts  were not  

brought  in  ev idence bags.   They were not  sealed.   I t  was 

brought  in  the same black carr ier  bags that  they found i t  in  

whatever ,  wherever the conta iner  was that  they found i t  in .   

I t  was a l l  put  out  n ice ly to  take photos on the ground and 

then i t  arr i ved back in  my of f ice st i l l  in  those same bags,  

not  sealed in  ev idence bags l ike i t  should have been done.   

I t  should have been processed by the proper people fo r  

DNA,  for  touch DNA,  for  f ingerpr in ts,  a l l  that .   These arr ived 10 

by  me just  back in  those same bags that  were seized in .   I t  

was complete ly wrong.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So,  being aware of  those 

i r regular i t ies and you ment ioned a t  least  f ive of  them, you 

st i l l  obeyed the inst ruct ion?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  correct .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  then i t  was an unlawfu l  

inst ruct ion.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  wi l l  not  say i t  was unlawfu l ,  but  the  

fact  that  there was a lo t  o f  red  f lags and the two sen ior  th is  20 

General  and the Br igadier ,  was happy wi th i t .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So as long as your General  and 

Br igadier  were happy,  you were a lso comfor table?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  was not  comfor table.   But  I  cannot  

point  that  out  to  them.  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  i f  you say they are br ing ing drugs 

to you in  packages that  are not  sealed,  that  drugs were not  

proper ly  booked at  a  pol i ce sta t ion,  there is  no  proper 

documentat ion or  record,  and i t  comes to you fo r  s to rage,  

what  i f  they had s to len drugs f rom a la rger  consignment  that  

was proper ly  booked and you were  being made par t  o f  d rug 

t raf f ick ing by your super io rs?  Were you not  concerned that  

i t  could be that?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  d id  not  at  that  s tage th ink of  i t  that  

way.   I t  was just  that  everyth ing they d id concern ing that  10 

consignment  was wrong,  the way i t  was handled and the 

way they packaged,  and everyth ing was wrong.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  i t  is  wrong because i t  does not  

comply wi th prescr ip ts,  and that  is  what  makes i t  un lawfu l .   

I t  is  not  wrong because my brother  and I  th ink i t  is  wrong.   

We are not  pol i cemen,  but  you are a pol iceman and you 

know how exhib i t s  should be handled.   And i f  i t  was not  

handled proper ly  and you are being inst ructed to store i t  in  

your  of f i ce  s imply because you have a safe,  then that  i s  

unlawfu l .    20 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  do not  th ink i t  was unlawfu l ,  

Commissioner.   I t  was just  supply ing them wi th the storage 

space.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us take i t  a t  the level  o f  red f lags,  

which you accept  were there.   Ear l ier  in  response to a 



    7 MAY 2026 – DAY 103 
 

Page 91  o f  180  

 

 

quest ion by Commissioner Balo y i ,  you said that  i t  is  open to 

you to quest ion your super io rs about  something that  you 

th ink is  improper .   Why d id you not  quest ion them here  

regard ing the fact  that  you accept  that  there were red f lags 

here?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner,  in  the pol ice  i t  is  not  

that  easy to quest ion your super iors.   For  me to have 

quest ioned the General  and the  Br igadier ,  there would have 

been ser ious consequences for  me.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Then under what  c i rcumstances would 10 

you quest ion?  Because you accepted when Commissioner  

Baloy i  asked you that  in  some instances you may quest ion.   

So,  under what  c i rcumstances would you quest ion then?  

Because what  you just  sa id seems to go against  what  you 

said ear l ie r  in  response to tha t  quest ion by my co -

Commissioner.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner,  cer ta in smal ler  th ings 

you can quest ion them about .   Something as ser ious as th is  

te l l  them they were at  that  scene where th is  stu f f  was 

seized.   They obviously inspected i t  there and st i l l  ar r i ved 20 

wi th the members there.   St i l l ,  they d id not  g ive them 

guidance there on the scene on how to do th is ,  how to  

package the drugs,  how to t ransport  i t .   To take them on 

there in  f ront  of  the people,  there would have been ser ious 

consequences for  me.   
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Colonel ,  there  is  a d i f fe rence in  being  

def iant ,  defy ing any inst ruct ion,  and asking quest ions or  

ra is ing concerns,  maybe.   The suggest ion is  not  that  you 

should have been def iant .   The suggest ion,  o r  what  i s  being 

put  to  you,  is  you are conf ronted wi th a s i tuat ion which 

c lear ly  b reaks every ru le that  you know about  of  handl ing  

exhib i ts ,  inc luding the secur i t y  impl icat ions of  keeping 

these drugs here.    

 Granted,  at  that  t ime you d id not  know that  these 

were going to be  there fo r  months.   You d id not  know that  10 

on that  day one.   But  you are keeping th is  huge 

consignment  where you do not  have secur i ty  at  a l l .   I t  is 

d i f f icu l t  to  understand that  you d id not  ra ise  that  at  the 

t ime,  wi thout  being def iant  about  i t ,  but  ra ised the concern.   

And st i l l  be to ld,  no,  we wi l l  keep i t  here.    

 We hear your  concern,  but  we wi l l  keep i t  here.   But  

you do not  at  a l l .   And you re ly  on h isto r ica l  

correspondence that  they know f rom the last  

correspondence that  we do not  have secur i t y  when in  the  

moment  where you are being asked to store a huge amount  20 

of  Cocaine wi th huge value,  you do not  say at  that  point ,  

maybe we should  go,  should we not  th ink about ,  should you 

not  be th ink ing about  another  pol i ce stat ion?  Or g ive me 

secur i t y  tomorrow or  ton ight .   I  would l ike to  have more  

people who are going to be watching th is .   That  you d id not  
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do that  is  d i f f icu l t  to  understand.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  accept  what  you say,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Mr S ikhakhane.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Can I  jus t  fo l low on what  the 

Commissioners are asking,  perhaps?  So,  at  least  at  th is  

stage,  and I  take i t  because you are receiv ing  some 

inst ruct ions,  we have establ ished that  at  least  as of  2017,  

your  of f ice no longer has the author i t y  or  cannot  sto re 

exhib i ts .   So,  there is  no SAPS13 register .   Essent ia l ly ,  

what  that  would mean legal ly  i s  that  your  of f ices are whol ly  10 

unsui table.   Would you accept  that?  And that  you and 

Br igadier  Nyuswa and General  Senona would be aware of  

that .    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    You mean in  2017?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    In  2021.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  correct .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And Warrant  Of f icer  Mpangase would 

be aware of  i t .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  correct .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And you are now seeing that  the bags 20 

or  the exhib i ts  are not  sealed proper ly  as they should  

accord ing to the Nat ional  Inst ruct ion .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  correct .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And at  least  yoursel f ,  Major  General  

Senona and Br igadier  Nyuswa would know that .   
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LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  correct .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    That  i t  would be cont rary  to  the 

prescr ip ts.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  correct .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Now in te rms of  senior i ty ,  Major  

General  Senona and Br igadier  Nyuswa were the ones g iv ing  

you inst ruct ions and you are saying you had to obey those 

inst ruct ions and commands.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Wi th h indsight ,  would you say that  10 

and I  am not  saying then,  I  am say ing wi th h indsight ,  would 

you say that  they gave you an unlawfu l  inst ruct ion?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Seeing a l l  the shortcomings,  that  

could have been so,  yes,  Commiss ioner.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    No,  I  am saying we have canvassed 

the requi rements of  what  is  to  be done and a l l  the three of  

you,  at  the very least ,  are aware.   I  am saying wi th 

h indsight ,  would you say that  they gave you an unlawfu l  

inst ruct ion?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  would agree wi th that .  20 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  thank you.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ask st i l l  on th is  th ing.   Is  there anyth ing 

in  the,  whether  DPCI or  the broader SAPS,  that  regulates 

and would enable a person to escalate mat ters?  So,  for  

example,  you have these drugs tha t  come to you in  June.   I t  
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is  now,  say,  Ju ly.   You st i l l  do not  have secur i t y ,  and they 

are s i t t ing there and you are ra is ing the mat ter  of  secur i t y  

cont inuously.   You have th is  b reak - in  in  October.   You ra ise 

the mat ter  again wi th Nyuswa,  wi th Br igadier  Nyuswa,  and 

noth ing happens.   Is  there no mechanism where you can 

escalate i t  d i rec t ly  or  copy,  say,  General  Senona,  but  

u l t imate ly then General  Lebeya?  There is  no such 

mechanism?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner,  there would have 

been b ig consequences for  me i f  I  had done that .   There are 10 

st r i c t  inst ruct ions at  my l ine o f  report ing to Br igadier  

Nyuswa,  f rom him to General  Senona,  f rom Senona to the 

Nat ional  Head.   I f  I  spoke d i rect ly  to  the Nat ional  Head,  

there would have been b ig problems.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    So,  you say there is  a st r i c t  ins t ruct ion  

of  that  report ing or  how to handle mat ters.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And in  terms of  that ,  i f ,  as in  th is  case,  

Br igadier  Nyuswa does noth ing about  i t ,  that  is  the end of  i t  

for  you,  as wi th the secur i t y  th ing.   There is  noth ing more 20 

you can do about  i t .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner,  the Nat ional  Head 

was a lso wel l  aware of  the secur i t y  chal lenges at  my of f ice.   

As I  expla ined wi th the provinc ia l  inspect ions that  we have 

every quarter ,  once a year we have inspect ion f rom the 
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Nat ional  Team.  Where the Nat ional  Head sends people,  i t  

is  normal ly  a Br igadier  and some four  Colonels that  v is i t  

these uni ts  and inspect  everyth ing,  dockets,  registers,  

everyth ing.   

 And they a lso in terv iew the Commanders,  and I  

have ra ised i t  wi th  them.  And those reports f rom those 

nat ional  inspect ions goes d i rect ly  to  the Nat ional  Head.   So,  

the Nat ional  Head was wel l  aware of  my chal lenges there in  

Port  Shepstone.   I f  I  would have jumped Br igadier  Nyuswa 

and General  Senona and commu nicated  wi th the Nat ional  10 

Head,  even f rom the Nat ional  Head 's s ide,  I  would have 

been in  b ig problems.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    And you are saying the system or  the 

prescr ip ts work in  such a way that  even af te r  the  October  

break- in ,  where now we know you are s i t t ing w i th th is  

consignment  of  Cocaine,  a re you saying even a f ter  the 

October break- in ,  having ra ised the a la rm wi th Nyuswa 

again,  and,  say,  Senona,  you are  saying you could never  

reach out ,  you were not  a l lowed,  p recluded rather ,  reaching 

out  to  General  Lebeya at  that  poin t  because you are going 20 

outs ide of  the prescr ip ts.   Is  that  what  you are saying?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  cor rect  what  I  am saying,  

Commissioner.   These factual  reports about  each inc ident  

that  happens at  the DPCI of f ice,  that  is  escalated to the 

Nat ional  Head.   So,  he would have received that  factual  
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report  o f  the break - in ,  and he knew that  those drugs had 

been stored by me.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  that  would have been my next  

quest ion,  because I  d id  not  remember what  the  evidence 

was previously,  that  the Nat ional  Head knew tha t  those 

drugs were being kept  at  your  of f ice.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  would  presume that  Br igadier  

Naicker  would have in formed h im.   Br igadier  Naicker  is  the 

SANEB coord inator ,  s i t t ing here in  Pretor ia .   He fa l l s  under  

the DPCI,  under the Nat ional  Head.   A l l  drug seizures are  10 

d i rected reported  to h im.   When General  Mosik i l i  came 

down,  the Thursday af ter  the break - in ,  I  was cal led  in to the 

Durban of f ice.   I  am st i l l  get t ing to that  in  my sta tement .   

Br igadier  Naicker  was there as we l l .   So,  i t  would a l l  have 

been -  The Nat ional  Head would have been not i f ied.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    You assume,  at  th is  stage,  you are 

s i t t ing there now,  you assume the Nat ional  Head would 

have known that  you were stor ing th is .   You are not  saying 

i t  as a fact .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  I  would not  have.  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   I  just  want  to  fo l low up on 

what  I  consider  i s  one of  the most  important  aspects,  a t  

least  fo r  the Commissioners,  upon making 

recommendat ions.   What  are these b ig problems that  you 
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say you would have faced?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  would have been charged 

departmenta l l y .   I  could have lost  my job.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   No,  that  is  f ine.   So,  you would  

have been charged,  i t  would have been a d isc ip l inary  issue.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  correct .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And obviously,  i f  i t  is  found that  i t  

was an unlawfu l  inst ruct ion,  you would,  le t  us say,  

assuming we have got  an independent  Chai rperson,  you 

would have been absolved at  the very least .    10 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I f  i t  was an independent  person,  yes.   

But  i f  i t  was a member of  the force,  then I  would have st i l l  

had problems.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And ord inar i l y ,  who would be s i t t ing in  

that  hear ing?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  would have been senior  of f icers  

f rom KZN,  f rom our provinc ia l  o f f ice.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And your v iew is  that  you would not  

have,  I  th ink,  received a fa i r  hear ing,  so to speak.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Def in i te ly .   20 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  was just  expressing a h isto r ica l  fact .   I  

was a c iv i l  servant  in  the ear ly  80s,  and they were very 

st r i c t  wi th  what  they cal led channels of  communicat ions.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  correct .   
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CHAIRPERSON :    You could never wr i te  a le t ter  to  someone 

above the person to whom you report  d i rect ly ,  and i t  was 

actual ly  a d isc ip l inary of fence to do that .   I  am surpr ised to 

hear that  that  is  s t i l l  the case at  th is  day and age.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner,  that  is  s t i l l  so.   That  

is  s t i l l ,  up to today,  i t  is  s t i l l  l ike that .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   I  th ink,  then,  le t  us go 

back to your statement .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Where are 55?  10 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    No,  you star ted paragraph 55.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     

“ I  went  wi th  Warrant  Of f icer  Mpangase to 

the cars car ry ing  the exhib i t s ,  le f t  Major  

General  Senona and Br igadier  Nyuswa by 

the i r  vehic le…”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Just  to  remind ourselves,  they were  

not  ins ide that  d r iveway.   They were parked in  f ront  of  the 

of f ices.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes,  they were standing there in  the 20 

dr iveway,  not  ins ide where we were.   But  at  that  s tage,  they 

would have had thei r  cof fee.   I  th ink  they were  standing and 

dr ink ing thei r  cof fee at  that  s tage.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So,  Colone l  Dina Govender ,  would 

have been back.  
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LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    He would have been par t  o f  the group 

that  would be,  as we would go to,  o f f loading the exhib i ts .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  correct .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And d id Br igadier  Nyuswa and Major  

General  Senona observe or  superv ise the of f loading,  or  

they were just  in fo rmal ly  having a chat  amongst  

themselves?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    They were just  having a  chat ,  having 

thei r  cof fee.   10 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   P lease proceed.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     

“ I  went  wi th  Warrant  Of f icer  Mpangase to 

the cars car ry ing  the exhib i t s ,  le f t  Major  

General  Senona and Nyuswa there by  

thei r  vehic le.   I  immediate ly not iced that  

the br icks of  Cocaine were not  sealed in  

ev idence bags.   As they were in  the 

photos which were c i rcu lat ing,  which I  

re ferred about ,  th is  was cont rary  to  the 20 

Nat ional  Inst ruct ion  in  the Protocol  o f  

Exhib i t  Handl ing,  which makes i t  

mandatory that  the exhib i ts  a re sealed in  

tamper-proof  bags and are c lear ly  

marked.   We then formed a human chain 
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to  br ing the exh ib i ts  f rom the vehic les 

in to the walk - in  safe. ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Just  to  understand,  now,  just  

fo l lowing up f rom my previous quest ion,  in  a l l  o f  th is ,  

Br igadier  Nyuswa and Major  General  Senona,  they are  

seeing th is  act iv i t y?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And they can see you and others 

forming a human chain?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  correct .  10 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Who is  issuing inst ruct ions?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Warrant  Of f icer  Mpangase and 

mysel f .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    You were a lso issuing inst ruct ions?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    What  inst ruct ions d id you g ive?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  we fo rm a chain.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Oh,  i t  was your idea?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes,  past  the exhib i t s  on.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   And in  terms of  handl ing the  20 

exhib i ts ,  would that  have been appropr ia te?  Wi th h indsight ,  

o f  course.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I f  i t  was proper ly  done at  the scene,  

which I  do not  know.   I  do not  know did they have LCRC 

there that  took f ingerpr in ts,  that  dusted for  DNA,  fo r  
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f ingerpr in ts and a l l  that?  I t  would not  have been a problem.   

But  i f  that  was not  done and they were st i l l  go ing to do i t ,  

then yes,  i t  would  have been a prob lem.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    So,  when you were handl ing these 

br icks or  these pockets,  your  hands were not  covered?  You 

were just  put t ing on feather  f ingerpr in ts and DNA into these 

pockets?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  we had g loves on.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    You had g loves on?  10 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    We had the la tex g loves on.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Everybody e lse had g loves on?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    P lease proceed to paragraph 56.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     

“We put  the exhib i t s  in  the storage.   

Major  General  Senona and Br igadier  

Nyuswa observed th is .   They had no 

object ion.   In  any event ,  I  assume that  20 

they had d iscussed th is  wi th the i r  team.  

As a Provincia l  Commander of  the DPCI,  

Provincia l  Head,  they had the u l t imate  

responsib i l i t y  and author i t y  to  issue 

commands.   Nei ther  mysel f  nor  anyone in  
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the of f i ce were  in  cont ro l  anymore.   

Warrant  Of f i cer  Mpangase was in  charge 

and under the  d i rect  author i ty  of  

Br igadier  Nyuswa.   My ro le and those of  

members f rom my of f ice was to fo l low the 

inst ruct ion g iven by Warrant  Of f icer  

Mpangase and Br igadier  Nyuswa.   

Another  st range th ing is  that  they d id not  

requi re the booking or  regist rat ion  of  the 

exhib i ts  at  the of f ice.   We d id not  have a  10 

SAP13 registered s ince th is  decis ion had 

been taken in  2017.   The of f ice would not  

s to re exhib i ts .   Br igadier  Nyuswa was 

wel l  aware of  th is ,  and I  presume Major  

General  Senona would be aware.   The 

exhib i ts  were not  recorded in  any form of  

book.   We were a lso not  g iven a copy of  

the or ig inal  SAP13 register .   Essent ia l l y ,  

there was no booking of  regist rat ion of  

the exhib i t s  as requi red by the Nat ional  20 

Inst ruct ion .   Put  d i f ferent ly ,  the exhib i t s  

were not  recorded in  any register .   This 

was a b ig r i sk as  the exhib i t s  may have 

or  could have been potent ia l l y  s to len by 

any person handl ing them.   The exhib i t s  
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were a lso not  counted.   Again,  nei ther  

Warrant  Of f icer  Mpangase nor  Major  

General  Senona or  Br igadier  Nyuswa 

even remotely  suggested that  the 

exhib i ts  be counted or  reg istered 

somehow.   Once a l l  the exhib i ts  were  

p laced in  the sa fe,  and I  was to ld that  

there were 541 br icks  k i logrammes of  

Cocaine,  I  could not  ver i fy  th is  as  there 

was no count ing and I  d id  not  have the 10 

keys to the safe thereaf ter .   In  te rms of  

the Nat ional  Inst ruct ion ,  even i f  the of f i ce 

could receive the  exhib i ts ,  i t  i s  requi red 

that  a l l  exhib i t s  must  be physica l l y  

checked and marked,  received correct ly  

or  not ,  in  the column next  to  the i tem 

descr ibed,  paragraph 11.5 of  the  

Inst ruct ion.   Note set  out  in fo rmat ion 

which must  be provided.   In format ion  

inc ludes stat ion name,  receiv ing stat ion  20 

te lephone number,  SAP13 number ,  CAS 

number,  persal  number,  the  rank,  the 

name and in i t ia l ,  and the s ignature  of  the 

of f ic ia l  receiv ing the exhib i ts .   Obviously,  

the aforesaid  contemplates the stor ing of  
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the exhib i ts  in  a  pol ice stat ion,  not  an 

of f ice bui ld ing,  which makes mat ters 

worse.   But  even then,  there should have 

been some form of  record ing.   Yet  no  

documentat ion,  le t  a lone fo rmal ,  was 

done,  set t ing out  above. ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I  th ink Commissioner Khumalo ,  i f  I  am 

not  mistaken,  had asked why wou ld you not  have ins isted  

on some form of  record ing of  the  exhib i ts .   For  example,  

they could have said there are 541,  and then a week la ter  10 

they say,  no,  there is  300 kg.   Why d id you not ,  wi th  that  

r isk,  ins is t  on at  the very least  some form of  record ing?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Because o f  the fact ,  Commissioner,  

that  I  was just  s tor ing i t .   A f ter  p lac ing i t  in  there,  they 

requested the keys,  and they le f t  wi th  the keys.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And at  th is  t ime,  I  th ink we had gone 

through i t  ear l ier  on,  where you then gave the keys away.   

There was a lso no documentat ion handing over  the keys to  

them.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No.   He requested the keys af ter  the  20 

exhib i ts  were p laced in  there,  and I  gave h im the keys.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    P lease cont inue to paragraph 61.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Maybe before you do that ,  Colonel ,  the  

answer that  you g ive,  that  they took the key,  they to ld you i t  

is  541,  and you accepted i t  a t  face value,  so you d id  not  do  



    7 MAY 2026 – DAY 103 
 

Page 106  o f  180  

 

 

your  own count  as these th ings were coming in ,  even 

quiet ly .   You d id not  ask to do  a count  fo r  your  own 

preservat ion.   You do not  want ,  I  would assume,  that  you 

would have been carefu l  not  to  be caught  in  a s i tuat ion  

where they said 541,  and as Mr  S ikhakhane says,  that  a day 

la ter  Mpangase comes back and says,  now there  is  only 

540.    

 There was 541,  we to ld you yesterday.   You d id not  

have that  protect ion for  yoursel f ,  and I  do  not  understand 

why you would not  have done that .   I  mean,  I  do have 10 

sympathy and maybe some understanding fo r  what  the 

super iors have said,  but  there are th ings in  th is  whole  

scheme that  just  do not  make sense f rom a sel f i sh point  o f  

v iew of  a need to know.    

 These th ings,  they te l l  me 20.   How do I  know i t  is  

20,  in  fact?  And just  t ry  to  expla in how you thought  about  

i t ,  how you were processing.   You were obviously 

suspic ious of  i t .   That  is  why you are ta lk ing about  another  

st range th ing is  they d id not  requi re the booking or  

regist rat ion of  exhib i t s .   You have made the observat ion of  20 

an anomaly that  you saw that  these th ings,  they were 

c i rcu lat ing somewhere,  p ic tures,  and by the t ime they come 

to you,  they are  in  bags,  they are  not  sealed.    

 So on that  day and that  t ime,  you a l ready had your  

own d iscomfor ts and suspic ions about  what  was going on,  
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or  d iscomfor ts,  le t  me say,  about  what  was going on,  and 

yet  you do not  do  the  s imple th ing of  sat is fy ing  yoursel f  that  

when they say 541,  i t  is  541,  because they are  le f t  in  your  

bui ld ing for  which you are responsib le.   Can you just  

expla in that  k ind of  behaviour?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner,  I  hear  what  you say.   

The fact  is  that  i f  we had the SAP13 there and i t  was going 

to be stored in  my of f ice and i t  is  going to be under my 

cont ro l ,  I  am going to have the safe keys,  and tha t  makes 

a l l  the d i f ference.   Because I  have got  no say over  those 10 

drugs,  I  do not  have the keys to tha t  safe.   That  is  why I  d id  

not  –  and the way i t  came in there,  not  in  ev idence bags 

and stuf f ,  that  is  why I  d id  not  want  anyth ing to do w i th i t .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    So,  is  that  the v iew that  you took?  

Because of  a l l  these st range th ings that  you are  seeing 

happening,  you took the v iew you want  noth ing to do wi th i t ,  

and th is  is  the i r  th ing,  le t  them do i t .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Go to paragraph 61.   20 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     

“Once a l l  the exh ib i ts  were p laced in  the 

safe,  Major  General  Senona and 

Br igadier  Nyuswa came c loser .   I  then 

locked the st rong room, both  the keys,  
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and handed the  two sets of  keys to 

Br igadier  Nyuswa.   Nei ther  Warrant  

Of f icer  Mpangase nor  Br igadier  Nyuswa 

or  Major  Genera l  Senona requested a 

br ie f ing on the secur i t y  of  the of f ice.   

They d id not  ask for  an inspect ion.   I  

pause to ment ion  that  at  least  Br igadier  

Nyuswa was wel l  aware of  the state of  

secur i t y .   The vu lnerabi l i ty  of  the  of f ice 

and the previous break - ins. ”  10 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Sor ry,  I  just  want  to  check wi th the 

photos.   So,  they go to the dr iveway.   Did they at  least  walk 

throughout  the of f ices to check fo r  other  ex i t  areas that  is  

at  least  Warrant  Of f icer  Mpangase?  Or they ended up at  

the human chain level?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    They ended up there.   And they a l l  

ex i ted back that  way as wel l  when they le f t .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So,  they would not  have gone to the  

f ront  desk to check in  the access f rom the main door?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Not  on that  day.   20 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes,  I  am ta lk ing about  that  day.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes,  not  on  that  day,  no.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So,  they of f loaded.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    And they le f t  the same route again.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Br igadier  Nyuswa,  was he fami l iar  wi th  

that  space ins ide  and the outs ides and your neighbours?  

Basica l l y ,  the geography of  that  p lace ins ide and outs ide?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    He was very aware of  i t .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    He was fami l ia r  wi th  i t  because he  has 

been there?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    And he was the commander many 

years back.   He knows exact ly  the ins and outs  of  that  10 

of f ice.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   Turn  over  to  your  

Paragraph 62.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     

“ I t  d id  puzzle me as to how the  of f ice  

would be considered to be safe to  store 

the exhib i t .   I t  was s imply  not  sa fe,  le t  

a lone fo r  such h igh -value  exhib i t s  as  I  

s tate above.   The of f ice was c losed af te r  20 

normal  work ing hours and on weekends.   

Fur ther  at  the  t ime,  the area was 

exper iencing heavy load shedding twice a  

day.   I  assume he made h is decis ion to 

store the exhib i t s  at  the of f i ce,  having  
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taken a l l  these facts in to account .   I  

could not  second -guess my Commander 's  

decis ion,  especia l ly  together  wi th  Major  

General  Senona.   Major  General  Senona 

requested that  we regular ly  v is i t  the 

premises af te r  hours and that  we must  

not  te l l  any other  members about  the 

exhib i ts  s to red at  our  of f ices. ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    So,  the regular  v is i ts  were supposed to 

be by you and Warrant  Of f icer  Van Den Berg  only?   Or do I  10 

understand they are  not  te l l ing  anybody e lse wrongly?   

Because when they say do not  te l l  anybody e lse,  I  

understood that  to  mean so only  you and Warrant  Of f icer  

Van Den Berg  should know about  th is .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  was the predicament  I  was in ,  

Commissioner.   Get t ing th is  inst ruct ion f rom h im,  the 

members must  v is i t  the of f ice regu lar ly  af ter  hours.   And in  

the same breath he is  te l l ing me to not  te l l  any of  the other  

members except  Warrant  Of f icer  Van Den Berg .   There are  

two of  us that  know.   20 

CHAIRPERSON :    So,  i t  is  on that  basis then that  I  ask,  d id 

you understand that  request / inst ruct ion to refer  only to  the  

two of  you,  the regular  v is i ts?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  was a d i f f icu l t  one.   What  I  d id  then 

was just  on morn ing lecture regular ly  request  the members 
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i f  they go past  the of f ice because of  the previous break - ins,  

just  pop in  and make sure everyth ing is  s t i l l  okay.   

CHAIRPERSON :    So,  you made the request  to  everybody 

but  wi thout  d ivu lg ing that  now there were new facts,  the  

presence of  the Cocaine.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  where were the other  members as 

the Cocaine br icks were being del ivered and you fo rmed a 

chain to  put  them in the safe?  Sure ly,  they wou ld have 10 

seen that  because i t  happened dur ing the day.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    On that  speci f i c  day I  excused a l l  o f  

them a b i t  ear l ier .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So how many of  the people who are  

regular ly  at  the o f f ice saw the Cocaine come in and being 

stored?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  was only the two of  us,  Warrant  

Of f icer  Van Den Berg  and mysel f ,  just  the two of  us.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Did you not  f ind th is  request  o r  

inst ruct ion par t icu lar ly  s t range?  20 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes,  i t  was very st range.   I  have got  

to  secure i t  and v is i t  i t  a f ter  hours,  but  I  am not  a l lowed to  

te l l  the members that  we are keeping these exhib i t s  there.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   P lease proceed.   Second 

sentence of  paragraph 63.  
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LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  was s imply 63  …[intervenes]  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Second sentence.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     

“They then a l l  le f t  wi th  the keys being in  

the possession o f  Br igadier  Nyuswa who 

le f t  in  the same vehic le as Major  General  

Senona.   Nei ther  Br igadier  Nyuswa nor 

Warrant  Of f icer  Mpangase nor  Major  

General  Senona gave inst ruct ions about  

how the exhib i ts  should be secured and 10 

moni to red other  than Major  General  

Senona 's request  to  now and then pass 

by the of f i ce af te r  hours and weekends.  

This was not  a formal  inst ruct ion or  par t  

o f  any formal  p lan.   The request  i tse l f  

was d i f f icu l t  to  implement  as I  was to ld  

not  to  in form other  of f icers.   The lack of  

a  proper p lan and secur i t y  was rather  

st range consider ing that  before we had 

stored exhib i ts  in  June 2018 and there 20 

was a st r i c t  p lan about  secur ing  them.  

Present  at  the of f i ce at  the t ime. . . ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Sor ry,  before you move on to that  

point .   When Major  General  Senona came in ear l ie r  and he 

had said th is  was an inst ruct ion that  he gave to you.   So,  I  
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want  us to  be c lear .   Was th is  a  formal  inst ruct ion or  a 

request?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    The way that  i t  was g iven to  me  I  am 

not  a l lowed to te l l  the members  about  i t  but  they must  

regular ly  v is i t .   You cannot  do that .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I  am saying that  members must  

regular ly  v is i t .   Was that  a fo rmal  inst ruct ion or  a request?   

I  th ink we are going to have a debate about  that .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  would say a request .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    We have a lso heard f rom other  ev idence 

that  in  fact  in  law enforcement  a request  is  an ins t ruct ion.   

I t  may be formulated as a request ,  but  you know and 

understand that  i t  is  in  fact  an inst ruct ion.   What  do you say 

to that?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioners are very c lose to  

each other .   Request  and inst ruct ion,  yes.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    So,  i f  General  Senona were to say that  

was an inst ruct ion I  may have put  i t  as a request  bu t  in  fact  

I  expect  pol i ce of f icers the two pol ice  of f i cers to  understand 20 

that  in  the pol ice that  is  an inst ruct ion.   Would you faul t  h im 

for  saying that  i f  he says I  d id  g ive  an inst ruct ion?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  I  wou ld not  fau l t  h im for  that .   

Mysel f  and Warrant  Of f icer  Van Den Berg  i t  was good fo r  us 

because we knew about  i t  and we went  the ext ra  mi le  to  
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v is i t  the  of f ice.   But  I  could not  expect  that  f rom the other  

members.   I  could not  g ive them those inst ruct ions.   They 

would have thought  what  i s  going on here?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   Let  me ask you th is  on the back o f  

that  answer.   You are the in  charge.   This i s  your  house.   

Por t  Shepstone of f ice.   And you know that  there  is  th is  

va luable exhib i t  in  there and you are le f t  wi th  i t .   And I  

understand you do not  have access to  i t  because the key is  

locked and somebody e lse is  responsib le fo r  the key and 

therefore,  they are responsib le for  the access in to that  10 

space.   

 But  i t  is  in  the  per imeter .   I t  i s  on your  property.   

Why would i t  be wrong to say to you ,  you are the head,  you 

know what  is  in  there you shou ld have inst ructed your  

members in  fact ,  wi thout  te l l ing  them, wi thout  having to 

d isc lose you should have g iven inst ruct ions to your 

members and f i rm inst ruct ions to  rotate so that  there is  

a lways v is ib i l i t y  as much as possib le to  your  premises f rom 

your members and why would they not  fo l low that  k ind of  

inst ruct ion f rom you?  20 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner,  f i rs t ly ,  manpower.   We 

just  were not  enough members.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Could you not  request  assistance f rom 

Nyuswa,  Senona to say get  me people,  I  would l ike to  rotate 

people here so that  24 hours we know someone is  dr iv ing  
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by or  someone is  in  the v ic in i t y .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  d id  not  do  that ,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    You d id not  do that .   But  there was 

noth ing that  precluded you f rom do ing that .   You cou ld have 

done i t ,  i f  you had thought  about  i t .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   For  a second,  I  just  want  to  

understand f rom General  Senona 's  test imony.   I  th ink  to  be 

fa i r ,  on the ear l ie r  issue General  Senona had test i f ied that  

then General  Lebeya was made aware of  th is  sto rage,  just  10 

to be fa i r  to  the wi tness.   On the ear l ie r  point ,  i t  just  

t roubled me to ra ise  i t  as a point .   They said they d id in form 

him,  a lbei t  thereaf ter .   We then go to paragraph 64.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     

“Present  at  the of f ice at  th is  t ime is  Major  

General  Senona,  Br igadier  Nyuswa,  

L ieutenant -Colonel  Dina Govender ,  

Warrant  Of f icer  Mpangase,  and the other  

members of  the Provincia l  Tracing Team,  

and Warrant  Of f icer  Van Den Berg  and 20 

mysel f .   We were not  in fo rmed of  any 

p lan about  the  exhib i ts .   I  say  that  

because the Nat ional  Inst ruct ion  and the 

protocol  requi red  that  the exhib i ts  be  

immediate ly sent  to  the Forensic Science 
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Laboratory.   In  except ional  

c i rcumstances,  no la ter  than 7 work ing 

days,  we were kept  in  the dark about  how 

long the exhib i ts  would be kept  in  our  

of f ice.   These members then a l l  le f t .   

Warrant  Of f i cer  Van Den Berg  locked h is 

secur i t y  gate wi th  a chain and padlock fo r  

ext ra secur i ty .   Warrant  Of f i cer  Van Den 

Berg made an occur rence book ent ry,  

and we act ivated the a larm,  and we 10 

locked the of f ice,  and we le f t . ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Just  to  understand,  th is  wou ld have 

been around what  t ime?  So,  we know that  they came at  

about  quarter  past  4 .   What  t ime would you have then 

locked the of f ice?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  was dark at  that  t ime a l ready,  but  i t  

was winter ,  so i t  would have been just  a f ter  6  o 'c lock,  I  

would say.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And you then le f t .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    We then le f t ,  yes.  20 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And do you know i f  there was any 

load shedding over  the n ight  around the area?  In  that  day 

in  par t i cu lar?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  cannot  recal l  a  hundred percent  i f  

there was,  but  that  was a per iod when we had very bad load 
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shedding.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  p lease go to your paragraph 

67.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     

“ I  d id  request  members to pass by the  

of f ice when they are in  the area.   I  d id  

not  g ive them fur ther  deta i l s ,  as  I  was 

inst ructed not  to . ”  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Colonel ,  th is  i s  what  had confused 

me.   I  had assumed that  your  request  to  the members was 10 

made on the same day.   So based on your response to me 

and Chai r  that  the members were not  there that  day,  i t  

means th is  request  would have been made some other  day.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    The next  morning.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    The next  morning when they were  

there.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    A t  our  parade.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  you d id not  te l l  them what  the 

reason is  for  them dr iv ing around and moni tor ing?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  I  d id  no t ,  Commissioner.   20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So even when they were  dr iv ing 

around af te r  hours,  they would not  know what  they were 

moni to r ing?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  just  to  make sure that  the of f i ce 

is  safe,  that  there  are no problems at  the of f ice.  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    Cr iminals  are smarter  than that .   

They can break in  wi thout  you see ing that  there has been a 

break- in .   

CHAIRPERSON :    And was there a schedule,  or  would I  

wake up and say,  ah,  le t  me go?  And then Commissioner  

Baloyi  would a lso  say,  ah,  le t  me go,  and we get  there  at  

the same t ime.   Was there a schedule that  would have made 

th is  order ly?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    We d id not  make a  schedule,  no.   No,  

Commissioner.  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And sure ly these members would 

suspect  something.   I  mean,  why a l l  o f  a  sudden are we 

being asked to dr ive around?  Why th is  serv ice suddenly,  

sorry,  they are  safe.   Why is  i t  suddenly not  accessib le?  

Why is  i t  suddenly locked?  Why is  i t  that  what  was there 

before is  no longer there?  Did your members not  ask th is  

quest ion?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner,  they wi l l  not  of ten 

need anyth ing f rom that  safe.   They are  a l l  issued wi th the i r  

own f i rearms that  are on the SAP108,  the personal  f i rearms.   20 

So,  i t  is  just  very se ldom that  they would need a  f i rearm.   

We do not  have of f ic ia l  f i rearm pract ise every year  

anymore.   So,  in  those s ix  months  there is  a possib i l i ty  that  

there was no shoot ing pract ise,  so there was no need for  

the R5 r i f les,  noth ing l i ke that .  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    The issue never arose f rom June to 

November where one of  your  members asked,  Colonel ,  can 

we go in  here?  What  is  happen ing here?  Why are we 

suddenly requi red  to dr ive around a f ter  work ing hours?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner,  no,  they d id not .   

There is  nobody need to go in to that  safe.   Warrant  Of f icer  

Van Den Berg ,  he is  the one that  normal ly  goes in .   I f  

anyth ing is  needed by them, he would go and take i t  out  and 

g ive i t  to  them.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And a fo l low-up to my last  quest ion.   I  10 

gave examples of  two of f icers decid ing to go and going at  

the same t ime,  but  there was a lso in  the absence of  a  

schedule the possib i l i t y  that  everybody would not  wake up,  

and everybody would th ink,  ah,  Of f icer  Khumalo  has gone,  

Of f icer  Baloyi  has gone,  and in  the end nobody goes.   Do 

you want  to  comment  on that?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner,  the guys go to the  

of f ice qui te  a lo t  a f ter  hours because of  work that  they must  

do,  prepare for  cour t  cases and a l l  that  type of  th ing.   So,  

you wi l l  not  f ind  a weekend where  there is  not  two or  three 20 

people at  the of f ice.   

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am ta lk ing  2 a.m. ,  3  a.m. ,  which  is  the 

most  l ike ly t ime that  burg lars  would go there.   They wi l l  not  

go at  5  p.m.  when you are st i l l  busy,  or  even 7 p.m.  when 

those who are qu i te  energet ic  in  terms of  the i r  work would  
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s t i l l  be there.   Talk ing 2 a.m. ,  3  a.m. ,  4  a.m.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  agree wi th you there,  

Commissioner,  we d id not  have a formal  schedule l ike that .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    In  the morning  parades,  d id you,  or  at  

any point ,  d id  you make enqui r ies  f rom your members in  

whatever fo rm to see whether  there is  that  k ind of  

moni to r ing happening?  I  mean,  i f  there was a  formal  

schedule,  I  suppose,  in  the morn ing you would then look 

and get  conf i rmat ion that  people s igned in ,  i f  i t  was a formal  

th ing.   But  in  th is  loose arrangement ,  d id you do anyth ing to 10 

see i f  indeed there was some level  o f  moni tor ing by 

members?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Members would normal ly ,  i f  they go 

and v is i t  the of f ice af te r  hours,  make an OB ent ry and s ign  

i t ,  that  they  have been at  the of f ice ,  everyth ing was okay.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    But  the dr ive -by ’s at  n ight ,  I  imagine 

when you say to  members,  even af ter  hours,  you are not  

saying they should necessar i l y  go in to the of f ice,  you want  

them to pass around?  How do you th ink members would 

have executed that  inst ruct ion f rom you?  I t  is  not  an  20 

inst ruct ion,  your  request  to  them to keep an eye and pass 

by the of f ice.   How do you th ink they understood and would  

have implemented i t  o ther  than to come in and lock the 

of f ice?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  was what  I  in tended to,  or  what  I  
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actual ly  to ld  them, is  to  open the of f i ces,  go in ,  and 

normal ly  they make an OB ent ry.   Some are lazy,  they open 

up and they have a look and they lock again and they go.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    And would you check that  OB,  your OB 

book,  would you check them in th is  per iod to see whether  

someone d id come in or  not?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  check i t ,  that  i s  one of  the registers,  

I  a lso check once a week.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  so in  th is  per iod you were doing 

that?  10 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes,  I  was doing that .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So,  you would  have a record of  who 

came in af te r  hours,  on a par t icu lar  date and at  what  t ime?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  OB would be avai lab le,  

Commissioner.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us adjourn and resume at  2  p.m.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

CHAIRPERSON :    Mr S ikhakhane.  20 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.    Colonel  Pr ins loo,  we are  

at  your  statement ,  page 21 .   We were deal ing wi th 

paragraph 67 and i t  was about  you request ing members to  

pass by the of f ice when they are in  the area,  reca l l .   Are  

you there?  
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LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes,  I  am there.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I  just  wanted to c lar i f y  something  

before I  move over .   I  was going through some par t  o f  the 

record and accord ing to  h is  test imony,  Major  General  

Senona said he took the keys,  not  Br igadier  Nyuswa.   What  

would be your vers ion on that ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    There a t  the of f ice,  Commissioner,  I  

gave the keys to Br igadier  Nyuswa.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  no,  that  i s  f ine.   I  jus t  wanted 

to c la r i fy  that  par t .   Okay,  so,  p lease cont inue to paragraph 10 

68.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    - :  

 “ In  te rms of  capaci ty ,  the DPCI of f ice  

safes could store large quant i t ies of  

drugs.   The one safe was able to  store  

the exhib i t s  in  quest ion .   I  must  point  

out  that  previously,  when Br igadier  

Nyuswa was st i l l  the Uni t  Commander  

there,  we had stored a large quant i ty ,  

four  and a  hal f  tons of  hashish  (dagga 20 

resin)  ,  in  one of  those st rong rooms.   

I t  was a lso there  for  a lengthy per iod .   

I  be l ieve i t  was a compl icated 

invest igat ion tha t  was conducted by 

members of  Durban of f ice and involved 
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In terpol .    

 We a lso had stored drug exhib i t s  

before.   I t  was st r i c t ly  for  shor t  

per iods.   The on ly t ime was when we 

were to store two mi l l ion Man drax 

tablets in  June 2018 .   Those exhib i ts  

were stored for  two n ights.    

 In  terms of  secur i ty ,  the  a larm system 

was st i l l  l inked to armed response .   

Important ly ,  we had pol ice of f icers  10 

guard ing the of f ices th roughout ,  even 

at  n ight ,  unt i l  the  exhib i ts  w as taken to  

the Forensic  Sc ience Laboratory  in  

Pretor ia .   Otherwise,  we never stored 

exhib i ts  of  h igh value.   We had never  

stored a la rge quant i ty  of  Cocaine.   

Def in i te ly ,  we never had stored more  

than 50 k i lograms of  Cocaine.   I  can 

say th is ,  as I  have been based a t  the 

of f ice s ince i t  was opened in  2004.    20 

 In  conclusion,  the storage was 

unsecure  and not  su i tab le fo r  the  

exhib i ts .   I t  made me whol ly  

uncomfor table . ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I  just  wanted to check,  be fore we 
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move over  to  that  new sect ion,  whether  the Commission ers  

have any issue,  or  we can proceed to the new sect ion.   

Thank you,  p lease proceed .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    - :  

 “On the 23 r d  o f  June 2021,  Br igadier  

Nyuswa cal led me and to ld me that  

Warrant  Of f i cer  Mpangase needed to 

come to the of f ice to  take samples of  

the exhib i ts .   He asked that  we must  

a l low h im into the of f i ce.   I  then 10 

inst ructed Warrant  Of f i cer  Van Den 

Berg to assis t  Warrant  Of f icer  

Mpangase.   I  was not  involved when 

Warrant  Of f icer  Mpangase came,  and I  

a lso do not  know what  actual ly  

happened when he came.   However,  I  

know that  they came severa l  t imes,  

inc luding on the 23 r d  and on the 24 t h  o f  

June.   I  a lso know that  in  that  per iod,  

the exhib i t s  were sealed in  ev idence 20 

bags.   I  must  point  out  that  our  of f ice  

was not  involved in  the  act iv i t ies  of  

Warrant  Of f icer  Mpangase and those 

accompanying h im .   We just  gave them 

access.   They had the keys to the safe .   
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They needed us to open the main gate .   

We were not  in  cont ro l  o f  the sa fe or  

the exhib i t s .   There was a lso  no 

register  that  was completed .   On the 

29 t h  …” [ in tervenes] .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Just  before you go on that ,  so  I  th ink 

i t  goes back to what  Commissioner  Baloyi  was saying .   So,  

i t  is  your  of f ice,  and they l i te ra l l y  a re coming in  as they 

p lease,  and you do not  know what  they are coming in  for .   

You would not  have ver i f ied whether  the number they gave 10 

you as 541 was accurate .   Could i t  be that  they wou ld have 

sto len or  they could have taken some of  the exhib i ts  whi le  

they were th is  busy?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioners,  when they sealed 

these exhib i ts  in  the evidence bags,  Warrant  Of f icer  Van 

Den Berg was wi th them.  He compi led a l is t  fo r  them.   I  do 

have the l is t  here .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Commissioners,  that  l is t  is  at ,  i t  is  

Exhib i t  CJC202.   I t  is  an A4.   I t  is  a  l is t .   So,  p lease just  

expla in to  th is ,  to  the Commission what  th is  l i s t ,  who 20 

compi led i t?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Warrant  Of f icer  Van Den Berg  

compi led th is  l i s t  for  those members f rom Durban when they 

sealed the exhib i ts  in  the exhib i t  bags.   As you can see,  

there were 27 of  those b lack carr ier  bags .   Each of  them in  
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the f i rs t  co lumn is  the number .   The second column is  the 

unique number of  the bag.   And in  the th i rd co lumn shows 

how many br icks there were .   They were a l l ,  except  one of  

them, was 20 br icks .   That  one tha t  is  h ighl ighted in  green ,  

that  one had 21 br icks in  i t .   And then on the last  co lumn,  i t  

shows the colour  of  the br icks .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  Colonel ,  these numbers do not  

add up.   I f  you just  take f rom 1 to 10,  i f  i t  is  20 br icks each,  

how many br icks does i t  g ive you ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    200.  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And then when you take that  up  to 20,  

i t  g ives you 401,  because 16 has 21 .   Now,  i f  you count  

fur ther ,  that  is  a l ready more than 450.   So,  i f  you look at  

th is  document  tha t  you are  hold ing and the evidence before 

us,  a l ready these numbers do not  add up.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  wi l l  have to have a ca lcu la tor  here,  

Commissioner .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Oh,  Chai r  has just  cor rected me.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  added up  when …[ intervenes] .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I t  i s  not ,  i t  is  not  451,  i t  is  541.    20 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    When I  added i t ,  i t  was adding up.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    451 was s tuck in  my head .   And my 

Chai r  has a ler t ,  because he is  l ike,  i t  is  the other  way 

around.   So,  541 is  the correct  number.   And then you said 

the last  co lumn,  sor ry ?  
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LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  was just  the colo ur  that  i t  was 

wrapped in .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So,  where i t  says yel low /b lack,  what  

does that  mean?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Some of  those br icks that  is  in  there  

is  ye l low,  and others are covered in  b lack .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So,  i t  is  a  combinat ion?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Combinat ion.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    And there was one,  le t  me just ,  oh,  i t  10 

shows,  i t  says var ious colo urs.   That  can fa int l y  be seen on 

that  one photo ,  there is  b lue and there is  d i f fe rent  co lours  

in  there .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So,  i f  you look at  the second ent ry,  

there is  orange/b lack,  and then there is  whi te /b lack.   Ear l ie r  

you had said i t  was yel low and b lack.   When d id i t  change?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I f  you look on the photos,  you can 

see that ,  Commissioner .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  i t  is  as  photos.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :     Ja,  but  the  photo,  you cannot  exact ly  20 

see.   L ike  the var ious colours ,  you cannot  see n ice ly  what  

co lours  they are .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   No,  that  is  f ine.   And then at  

the bot tom,  there is  four  ent r ies there .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Those were the 27 k i t  bags .   They 
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were broken up,  8,  8 ,  8  and 3,  because they were too b ig  

for  the evidence bags ,  that  is  why.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And who labe l led these exhib i t s?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Those members f rom Durban put  

them in .   Warrant  Of f icer  Van Den Berg  assisted them to 

seal  i t  and they marked i t .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So,  the members marked i t  where ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    There in  the st rong room.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  so they had a book where they 

registered these exhib i ts ,  I  presume.  10 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  be l ieve i t  was entered dur ing those 

two days.   They entered i t  in   Por t  Shepstone in  the  SAP13 

there.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So,  i f  we go to the records at  Port  

Shepstone Pol ice Stat ion,  we would have found th is  

register?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  and i t  would correspond ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  thank you .   20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Colonel ,  when you say,  in  paragraph 71,  

you descr ibe the  involvement  of  your  of f ice,  and yet  in  

paragraph 70,  you say you inst ructed Van Den Berg  to  

assist  Warrant  Of f icer  Mpangase.   And then you then say 

that  they sealed the exhib i ts  on the 24 t h  in  exhib i t /ev idence 
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bag.   What  exact ly  was Warrant  Of f icer  Van Den Berg 's 

involvement  in  assist ing Mpangase?  What  does i t  enta i l ?    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Accord ing to h im,  he assisted them to 

type out ,  to  draw up th is  page ,  th is  CJC202.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    And he assisted them through the 

SAP13 c lerk in  Port  Shepstone  to get  these evidence bags .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   You said something about  

label l ing the ,  or  complet ing the,  label l ing the  evidence 

bags.   Was he involved wi th that ?  10 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    He was involved wi th the seal ing  of  

them.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wi th the seal ing,  you say ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Ja.   They d id the …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So,  he would  know that  a bag had 20 

br icks,  i f  he was involved wi th the seal ing of  a  bag,  I  am 

assuming because those bags,  as the ones that  I  have  

seen,  at  least  are  t ransparent ,  so …[ intervenes] .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    He was present .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    He would know how many because he 20 

was present  and he saw i t .    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner,  yes,  he was present  

there.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   So,  he would be the one to te l l  

us that ,  in  fact ,  there were 541 br icks that  were put  in  the 
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ev idence bags.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    But  I  have just  counted these very  quick ly 

and I  get  568.   Can you expla in that?   You can check my 

sums.   I  am probably wrong.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  get  the same number.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Commissioner Baloyi  does not  t rust  my 

sums.   She says I  am wrong.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    541,  I  get ,  Commissioner.    10 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And,  Chai r ,  a lso that  i s  the  number I  

get  but  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  g ive up.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Our 541 stops at  27 .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And then what  fo l lows there is  the k i t  

bags,  8,  8 ,  8 ,  8 .   What  i s  that?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Those are  the carr ier  bags that  the 

br icks came in.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So,  i t  i s  the carr ier  bags .   So,  those 20 

numbers 8,  8 ,  8 ,  8  is  not  the br icks ? 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  no,  those are the bags.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Oh,  Chai r  and I  counted them as 

br icks.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  I  just  looked at  the  numbers  wi thout 
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looking at  what  i s  wr i t ten on the le f t .   Apologies for  that .   

P lease cont inue,  Mr S ikhakhane.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Let  us  then 

proceed to your paragraph 72 .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Thank you,  Commissioner.  

 “On the 29 t h  o f  Ju ly 2021,  I  met  

Br igadier  Naicker  at  our  of f i ce  at  Port  

Shepstone. ”  

 As I  sa id before ,  he is  the SANEB coord inator .   

That  is  the South Af r ican Narcot ics Enforcement  Bureau  and 10 

that  fa l l s  under the DPCI .    

 “He to ld me about  the Cocaine s tored 

at  our  of f ice .   I  d id  te l l  h im that  I  was 

not  comfor table wi th the exhib i ts  being 

stored at  the of f i ce as the secur i ty  was 

not  up to standard. ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Just  before you go forward to the next  

sect ion,  one of  the concerns that  perhaps we share is  what  

you,  you are meet ing Br igadier  Naicker  just  over  a month  

s ince the storage .   Were you aware of  what  was the p lan ,  20 

what  was the p lan  wi th these exhib i ts?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    He d id not  te l l  me,  so I  do not  th ink  

he knew what  the p lan was wi th i t .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And d id  you fo l low up,  I  th ink ear l ie r ,  

i f  I  am not  mis taken,  you would have in teracted wi th  
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Br igadier  Nyuswa,  he is  your  d i rec t  Commander ,  would you 

not  have d iscussed wi th h im what  was the p lan fo r  these 

exhib i ts?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  d id  not ,  Commissioner .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you .   Can we move to your 

next  sect ion ,  unless you want  to  expand?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No.    

 “ In  terms of  the  Nat ional  Inst ruct ion 

and the Protocol ,  a l l  the exhib i t s  had to 

be sent  to  the Forensic Science  10 

Laboratory.   I f  Amanzimtot i  laboratory  

was unable to  accommodate  the  

exhib i ts ,  i t  was prudent  that  the 

exhib i ts  be sent  to  a laboratory in  

Pretor ia  or  in  the  Western Cape .   This  

has been done on other  occasions .    

 As I  have stated above,  the of f ice was 

not  secured.   I  was par t i cu la r ly  

vu lnerable af te r  hours and on 

weekends and publ ic  hol idays .   Even 20 

af ter  the exhib i ts  were stored at  the 

of f ice,  the secur i ty  d id not  improve .   

One would have thought  that  the 

Provincia l  Of f ice  would have taken 

ser ious steps to ensure the secur i ty  of  
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the of f i ce.    

 I  had made numerous appl icat ions for  

the secur i ty  a la rm to be improved and 

l inked to armed response .   Br igadier  

Nyuswa was wel l  aware of  these 

appl icat ions .   The la test  appl icat ion  

before the exhib i ts  were received was 

on 13 January  2021,  which was sent  

d i rect ly  to  Br igad ier  Nyuswa,  together  

wi th a warning.   However,  no  approval  10 

was received .   The last  appl icat ion was 

made on 6 February 2023 .   A t  the  t ime 

I  le f t ,  there was no approval . ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Just  to  CJC Commissioners ,  CJC201 

is  another  appl icat ion that  was sent ,  but  i t  is  just  to  show,  

as the wi tness had ind icated ear l ier ,  that  up to date,  s t i l l ,  

there is  no armed response to that  of f ice ,  so i t  remains 

vulnerable .   And again,  as you can see,  i t  does ind icate  

what  is  requi red .   And at  the t ime i t  was sent  to  Colonel  

…[indist inct ]  am I  correct?  20 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  cor rect .   He was act ing fo r  a 

short  per iod there .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  thank you.   We can move back 

to your statement .    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Thank you,  Commissioner .    
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ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Paragraph 76 .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    - :  

 “Months passed by wi th no fu r ther  

communicat ion about  what  was to  

happen wi th the exhib i t s .   In  la te  

October 2021,  there was an at tempted 

break- in  at  the o f f ice .   Someone t r ied  

to access the k i t chen s ide of  the of f ice .   

The g lass window was shat tered by a 

stone.   Whi le  there was an at tempt  to  10 

gain ent ry,  the person was 

unsuccessfu l .    

 The inc ident  happened dur ing  the  

weekend,  when there w ere severe  

loadshedding .   The a la rm would  not  

have been work ing as a resul t .   A f ter  I  

invest igated the inc ident ,  I  prepared a  

factual  report ,  wh ich I  sent  to  Br igadier  

Nyuswa.   I  had ca l led h im to in form him 

about  the inc ident .   He seemed 20 

unfazed about  i t .   There was no s teps 

taken by the Provincia l  Of f i ce  to  

enhance secur i t y ,  even when the 

at tempted break - in  happened.   The 

at tempted break - in  should at  least  have 
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ra ised an a larm at  the Prov incia l  

Of f ice ,  and Br igadier  Nyuswa in  

par t icu lar .   Immediate steps to ensure 

e i ther  the remova l  or  the t ransfer  o f  the  

exhib i ts  or  enhanced secur i t y  should 

have been taken. ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Can I  just  ask,  perhaps,  do  you th ink 

that  that  break- in  in  October was somehow re lated  to the  

one in  November?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  would be very d i f f icu l t  for  me to  10 

speculate on that  one,  but  I  do not  th ink i t  was re lated .   The 

way i t  was done  t ry ing to ,  they broke the window wi th a  

rock,  and then wi th the same rock,  t ry ing to ,  i t  is  qui te  th ick  

bugler  bars that  we have got  there .   To t ry  and fo rce that  

open wi th that  same rock,  i t  was not  going to work.   So I  do 

not  th ink i t  was real  professional  people,  but  i t  is  just  

speculat ion f rom my s ide .   I  do not  know,  I  cannot  say.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Colonel ,  indeed i t  would  be to 

speculate,  but  I  would have thought ,  I  would have t reated i t  

as perhaps i t  is  someone test ing your responses ,  and I  am 20 

surpr ised that  none of  the people in  the chain got  

concerned about  that .   My f i rs t  ins t inct ,  knowing tha t  there 

is  that  k ind of  consignment  in  there,  would have gone to  

maybe someone was just  test ing to see how we respond ,  

and therefore I  would have ,  you know,  taken steps to act  
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instead of  just  s i t t ing back.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner,  that  is  a possib i l i ty .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja.   Thank you.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   P lease proceed.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioners,  

 “On the 4 t h  o f  November 2021,  I  

received a ca l l  f rom Lieutenant  Co lonel  

Jacob . ”  

 The one we spoke about  ear l ier ,  f rom the Durban 

Ser ious Organized Cr ime Invest iga t ion.  10 

 “He informed me that  he was appointed 

as the invest igat ing of f icer ,  rep lacing 

Warrant  Of f i cer  Mpangase presumably .   

He asked me when I  wi l l  be avai lab le,  

as he needed to come to the of f ice to  

weigh the exhib i t s .   I  to ld  h im that  I  

was not  avai lab le the fo l lowing week,  

f rom the 8 t h  to  the 12 t h  o f  November  

2021,  as I  was going to a workshop.   I  

to ld  h im that  I  would be avai lab le  the 20 

week af ter  that . ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  do not  th ink  you read the whole of  

paragraph 77 .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Shal l  I  read i t  again,  Commissioner ?  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  th ink,  i f  I  am not  mistaken,  Mr  
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S ikhakhane engaged you as soon as you had referred to the  

October 2021 at tempted break - in  and then,  there is  qui te  a  

lo t  there,  even you again report ing the inc ident .   I  do not  

remember  that  be ing read in to the record .   Am I  mistaken,  

Mr S ikhakhane?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  I  d id  read the complete one.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  g ive up th is  af ternoon .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  can read i t  again,  Commissioner .   

Can I  read i t?   

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  i f  you read i t ,  no,  i t  is  f ine.   10 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I  th ink perhaps i t  is  safer  to  read i t  

a l l ,  Commissioner ,  Chai rperson.   I  th ink,  j ust  to  be  on the  

safe s ide .   P lease,  apologies,  would you read i t  again ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    - :  

 “ In  la te October  2021,  there was an 

at tempted break - in  at  the of f ice .   

Someone t r ied to access the k i tchen 

s ide of  the of f ice.   The g lass window 

was shat te red by a stone throne .   

Whi le  there was an at tempt  to  gain 20 

ent ry,  the person was unsuccessfu l .   

This inc ident  happened dur ing  the  

weekend when there was severe  

loadshedding .   The a la rm would  not  

have been work ing as a resul t .    
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 A f ter  I  invest igated the inc ident ,  I  

prepared a factual  report ,  which I  sent  

to  Br igadier  Nyuswa.   I  had cal led  h im 

to in form him about  the inc ident .   He 

seemed unfazed .   There was no steps 

taken by the Provincia l  Of f i ce  to  

enhance secur i t y  even when the 

at tempted break- in  happened.    

 The at tempted break - in  should at  least  

have ra ised an a larm in the Provincia l  10 

Of f ice  and Br igadier  Nyuswa in  

par t icu lar .   Immediate steps to ensure 

e i ther  the remova l  or  the t ransfer  o f  the  

exhib i ts  o r  to  enhance secur i t y  should 

have been taken . ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   I  th ink we have  a l ready 

gone through paragraph 78.   Can we then go to paragraph 

79?  20 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    79:  

 “On the Sunday,  the 7 t h  o f  November  

2021,  I  went  to  the of f ice to  p ick up 

some documents  which I  needed for  

the Wi ld l i fe  Traf f ick ing Workshop that  
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week.   I  went  up the sta i rs  to  my of f ice.   

I  d id  not  not ice anyth ing untoward .   I  

parked at  the bot tom gate ent rance and 

went  up to my of f ice on the f i rs t  f loor .   

The ent rance was secured by a chain 

and lock. ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Can we then,  just  to  contextual ise 

th ings,  go back to some of  the photos so  that  we see the  

ent rance that  you used .   I f  you go to photo 5 and 6,  i t  is  

pages 5 and 6 respect ive ly in  the annex ures,  were those the  10 

steps you ut i l ised ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  correct ,  those were the steps ,  

Commissioner .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And then,  and you parked where,  in  

f ront  of  that ,  where d id you park ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Exact ly  where that  BMW is standing .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   And then you a l igh ted and 

went  th rough the sta i rs  upsta i rs ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Up the sta i rs .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   And i t  would be possib le,  who 20 

e lse is  in  the top f loor ,  in  the f i rs t  f loor ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    A l l  the management  as wel l  as the  

admin people are on the top f loor .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   So any of  them can use that  

s ide step?  
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LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  correct .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So i f  they go up the s ide step in to  

the i r  o f f ices,  they would not  know what  is  happening 

downsta i rs ,  i s  tha t  your  understand ing?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    You are cor rect ,  Commissioner.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   And ins ide the f i rs t  f loor ,  in  

terms of  the layout ,  how do you go down,  is  i t  s teps ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    There are  steps leading down f rom 

our boardroom to the bot tom .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And i t  is  an open area ?   10 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes,  i t  is .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  so you would hear i f  there is  

any act iv i ty?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    You should,  ja .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And you would be able to  smel l  

anyth ing,  being an open area obviously.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  is  large,  i t  is  b ig .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes,  yes.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    But  the possib i l i t y  is  there that  you 

could smel l  i t ,  ja .  20 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  thank you.   A l l  r ight ,  le t  us go 

back to your statement .   So I  th ink you are  in  that  

paragraph 79 .   You would star t  at  “ i n  that  weekend ” .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    - :  

 “ In  that  weekend,  we exper ienced 
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heavy loadshedding .   As such,  even i f  

the a larm had gone of f ,  i t  would be 

deact ivated by the lack of  e lect r i c i ty .   I  

s tayed at  the of f i ce for  about  an hour,  

and thereaf ter  I  locked up and I  le f t . ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Did you act ivate the a la rm when you 

le f t?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes,  I  d id .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    - :  10 

 “On Monday the 8t th  of  …” 

[ in tervenes] .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Just  before we go,  so in  terms of  

act ivat ing the a la rm,  how is  i t  act ivated exact ly ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Each one of  us has got  a code.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So at  each ex i t ,  you punch a p in ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    A t  that  en t rance of  ours on top,  as  

wel l  as the bot tom one  there is  a  keypad there where you 

act ivate or  deact ivate i t  when you are done .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And there is  doors by the dr iveway,  20 

a lso there is  a keypad,  I  th ink you said.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    There where the BMW is parked,  yes .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    No,  no,  no ,  the,  where there was a 

dr iveway,  where the exhib i ts  …[intervenes] .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Those wooden doors there ?  
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ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes,  wooden.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  no.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    There is  no keypad.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Because nobody goes in  there.   I t  is  

locked f rom the ins ide .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes,  but  in  terms of  accessing the 

bui ld ing i tse l f .   So i f  I  use that  …[intervenes] .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    You cannot .   You cannot  enter  i t  f rom 

the dr iveway.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    No,  no,  i f  I  jump over the gate .  10 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    S t i l l ,  you cannot  access that  door.   

You cannot  go in  there .   You must  open i t  f rom the ins ide .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    No,  no,  I  understand that ,  but  I  am 

saying in  terms of  the a larm .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  there is  no keypad there.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes,  so I  am saying i f  I  have the r ight  

too ls,  I  can access that  wi thout  the a la rm being t r iggered .    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    You wi l l  t r igger  i t  wi th  the sensors 

that  a re in  the passage there .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes,  no,  no ,  I  understand that .   20 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Ja,  but  you cannot  deact ivate i t  

there.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    That  is  f ine.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Ja.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  so,  but  I  can t r igger  i t .   I  can,   I  
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wi l l  not  be able ,  i t  is  not  t r iggered just  by opening the door ,  

even i f  I  am break ing in .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  i t  wi l l .   I t  has got  sensors .   I t  is  

got  sensors on the door.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Oh,  I  see.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Ja.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  t hat  is  f ine.   A l l  r igh t ,  p lease 

proceed.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner .  

 “On Monday,  the 8 t h  o f  November 2021,  10 

I  reported fo r  duty as normal  at  06 h00 

hours .   I  am usua l ly  the f i rs t  one at  the  

of f ice.   I  went  st ra ight  up to my o f f ice  

at  the f i rs t  f loor  us ing the external  

s idestep.   I  d id  not  not ice anyth ing 

untowards.   I  a lso d id not  smel l  

anyth ing.   I  then star ted work ing . ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Sorry,  just  before you go,  you are  

saying that  you s tar ted work ing .   When were you supposed 

to go to the workshop ?  20 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  th ink i t  was 9 :30 that  morning.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Oh,  i t  was 9 :30,  okay.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Ja.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So you go upsta i rs  and you d id not  

smel l  anyth ing .  
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LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  s ta r ted work ing .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  thanks .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    - :  

 “ I t  was about  10  to 7 ,  Warrant  Of f icer  

BJ P ienaar  phoned me and said  we had 

a b ig problem and I  must  come down to  

h is  of f i ce.   As I  was star t ing to walk  

down the steps,  I  could smel l  a  10 

pecul ia r  scent /smel l ,  which  you 

normal ly  have when meta l  has been 

gr inded open wi th a meta l  or  s teel  

gr inder .    

 When I  got  down,  I  saw that  P i enaar 's  

of f ice was t rashed .   I  a lso not iced that  

the safe door  was standing ha l fway 

open and the b lue chai r  which  was 

ins ide the safe was standing outs ide in  

the passage and that  both locks were  20 

gr inded of f .   The passage was covered 

in  dark powdery substance .   I  walked to 

the safe and saw that  a l l  the  exhib i t s  

was taken. ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So you say,  and obviously you ins ist  
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that  you d id not  smel l  anyth ing  or  when you got  in to the 

of f ice for  those 50 minutes ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  I  d id  no t ,  Commissioner.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   Okay,  p lease proceed .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    - :  

 “ I  walked back to Warrant  Of f icer  

P ienaar 's  of f ice and saw that  ent ry  in to 

h is  of f ice was ga ined by fo rc ing open 

the a lumin ium window and the 

complete remova l  of  the burg lar  bars  10 

f rom the wal l  and they then forced 

open h is wooden of f ice door .   I  a t tach 

hereto p ic tures  taken on the  day 

showing the exter ior  and in ter ior  of  the  

of f ice.   These are marked JPP12.1 to 

12.28. ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you,  Chai rperson,  we wi l l  just  

correct  the label l ing,  I  th ink,  ear l ier  o f  these photos ,  but  I  

do want  to  go th rough some of  them , but  we wi l l ,  I  th ink we 

would have adjusted them at  some point .   I f  you turn  over  to  20 

these photos star t ing at  page 123 .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Can I  go through them, 

Commissioner?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes,  you can take us through those 

photos.  
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LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  must  be photo 3 .   I t  shows the 

ent rance gate to  that  hardware shop .   Photo 4 shows the  

chain and lock that  was cut  of f .   The next  two photos,  you 

can a lso see the  one l ink ,  i t  was cut  in  hal f .   Photo 7  on 

page 125,  shows those concrete p ipes ,  as wel l  as the next  

photo on 126.   And then on …[intervenes] .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    On the f loor  there,  a re those the,  

what  i s  that?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Those are the to rn open exhib i t  bags 

that  those br icks of  Cocaine were in .  10 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So they actual ly  took the exhib i ts  out  

of  the bags?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes,  they d id .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So how would that  work?  I t  would  

mean they would take each br ick,  put  i t  in  another  conta iner  

or  bag?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    They could have taken those same 

black carr ier  bags because that  was missing as wel l .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  the k i t  bags.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    The k i t  bags,  they were sealed in  four  20 

exhib i t  bags .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Because they were  a lso gone.   I t  is  a  

possib i l i ty  that  they used the very same bags to  put  the 

br icks of  Cocaine in .   I f  you look at  the photo  in  127  
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…[intervenes] .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Sorry,  just  before ,  accord ing  to your 

knowledge,  d id they  take,  d id they  remove a l l  the  exhib i t  

bags?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    From the sa fe? 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    No,  no,  what  I  am t ry ing to ,  when they 

removed the br icks f rom the bags,  f rom the exhib i t  bags,  

was that  in  respect  of  a l l  o r  some of  them ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Of  a l l  o f  them, a l l  o f  them .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    What  could have been just  the  10 

rat ional i ty  of  that?  Why could  they not ,  i f  they had t ime,  

why could they  not  just  take them in  the exhib i t  bags ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  th ink the  possib i l i t y  is  i f  they are  

caught  o r  something wi th that ,  i t  can l ink them back .   

Noth ing e lse can l ink them back,  but  those exhib i t  bags can 

l ink them back qu ick ly.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Obviously,  they would have drugs ,  so 

…[intervenes] .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Ja,  obvious ly,  the drugs as wel l ,  but  I  

mean to say exact ly  where i t  comes f rom .   20 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I  see,  okay.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I f  you look at  127,  some of  those 

bags,  they have pushed i t  in to those concrete p ipes ,  the  

empty bags.   Same as in  128.   Same as in  129.   I f  I  can just  

take you back,  Commissioner,  to  127 ,  there you can see 
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what  the fence looks l i ke between our  of f ice and that  

hardware shop,  very easy for  them to get  over  that .   And 

the window is  just  there on the le f t .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So the k i t  bags were  a lso in  the i r  own 

exhib i t  bags?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes,  s i r .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Okay.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I f  you look at  photo 16 on page 130,  

Commissioner,  there you can see where they broke the  

window open and you can see the par t  o f  the  b l ind  hanging 10 

outs ide there,  and you can see that  burg lar  bars i s  gone in  

f ront  of  that  window.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    The burg lar  bars,  is  i t  the normal  

res ident ia l  burg lar  bar ,  or  you,  for  your  pol i ce stat ions and 

other  areas,  you use specia l  re inforced steel  bars ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    They are custom -made.   They are  

much st ronger,  Commissioner .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  so they are not  the usual  

res ident ia l  …[intervenes] .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Not  the usual  th in  ones .   These are  20 

much,  much th icker .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So I  would take i t ,  i f  you were to use 

a gr inder,  i t  i s  not  a  gr inder that  i t ,  no,  that  i s  a  normal  

gr inder.   I t  would be some heavy gr inder .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Not  that  th ick .   You cut  that  wi th  a 
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normal  g r inder  …[intervenes] .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Wi th a normal  gr inder st i l l ?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Ja.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   A l l  r ight .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    But  i f  you have a look at ,  on page 

131,  there you can see they d id no t  complete ly,  because i t  

is  one b ig  burg lar  bar  that  covers a l l  f ive of  those windows ,  

two smal l  ones on e i ther  s ide and the b ig one in  the  middle ,  

they have just ,  two s ides,  they got  i t  out  of  the wal l  and 

then they just  bent  i t  in  so they could get  through.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    And before th is ,  no one had ident i f ied,  

that  is  now even long before th is  consignment .   I  am looking 

at  the p icture at  photo  16,  fo r  example,  where you  have got  

that  wal l  and you  have got  the barbed wi re and then you  

have got  the window.   I  do not  have a sense of  the d istance 

between the wal l  and the window,  but  no one had ident i f ied  

th is  proximi ty ,  th is  wal l ,  as a r i sk factor  for  the DPCI of f ice ,  

because,  I  mean,  i f  someone,  i t  looks l i ke someone could  

easi l y  scale over  that  fence .   I f  they cut  the fence,  they 

could easi ly  scale  over  the wal l  and there they have access 20 

to your yard and they have access to that  window .   That  has 

never been ident i f ied as a r i sk ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  th ink that  Colonel ,  L ieutenant  

Colonel ,  f rom CI  that  gave that  report ,  I  th ink  he d id 

ind icate i t  in  there,  because th is  is  the second t ime they 
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broke in to  Warrant  Of f icer  BJ P ienaar ’s  of f i ce ,  same,  

exact ly  the same window that  they broke in  previously .   The 

d istance,  Commissioner,  f rom that  wal l  where you see the 

barbed wi re on,  and the windowsi l l  o f  our  of f i ce is  less than 

a metre.   So i f  you are  standing on the wal l  by the  barbed 

wire,  one step and you are  on the window of  our  of f ice .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Is  i t  the one in  127,  just  before photo 

10,  i s  that  the d is tance?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  not  in  127 .   You can see i t  bet ter  

on 130,  that  one,  Commissioner ,  or  on page 18,  on page 10 

131,  there you see i t  the best .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And there had never been a d iscussion,  

at  least  that  you are  aware of ,  about  f ix ing  th is ,  what  looks 

l ike an obvious r isk ,  for  example ,  e i ther  br ick ing  up the 

window or  making the wal l  h igher ?  There has never been 

that  k ind of  d iscussion about  what  can we do to reduce th is  

r isk?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    When we had those d i f fe rent  secur i ty  

companies there,  we were going to rect i fy  that  wi th  beams .   

I t  was par t  o f  the i r  …[ intervenes] .  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Of  the p lan.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Of  the p lan,  yes,  ma'am .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Can you go to page 136 .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes,  Commissioner.  
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ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Sorry,  that  is  the,  I  am jus t  saying 

cont inue wi th the explanat ion .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    There you can see that  they,  these 

a lumin ium windows are not  very  st rong .   I f  you push a  

screwdr iver  or  something in  there,  the i r  h inges are just  pop-

r iveted onto the f rame.   So i t  is  very easy,  you jus t  put  a 

st rong screwdr iver  in  there and you pop them out ,  and th is  

is  what  happened here.   So they took the whole window 

f rame of f  there .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So i f  you use a  gr inder,  fo r  example,  10 

for  these burg lar  bars,  i t  would make a lo t  o f  no ise,  i s  i t  

not?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    On the outs ide,  ja .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  wi l l  be much quieter  on the ins ide  

for  them, then you wi l l  not  hear i t  so easi ly  on the outs ide.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So,  and obviously,  i t  must  have been ,  

wel l ,  i t  would have been over  a weekend ,  no one would hear  

anyth ing.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No.   20 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And par t i cu la r ly  on th is  day,  no  one –  

d id  any,  you had come ear l ier  on ,  on the Sunday,  that  is .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Ja,  ja .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And you wou ld not  have not iced th is .   

So perhaps maybe le t  me phrase th is  d i f ferent ly .    
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LT-COL PRINSLOO :    The possib i l i ty  is  there that  I  would  

not  have not iced i t .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So i f  on the Monday ,  Warrant  Of f icer  

P ienaar had not  brought  th is  to  your  at tent ion,  you would 

have,  i f  he was absent  for  one reason or  another ,  you would  

have prepared fo r  your  workshop,  hal f  past  9  you leave.   

You would not  know.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  we have got  parade.   Every  

morning,  hal f  past  7 ,  we have got  parade wi th  a l l  the  

members.   10 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  so you would  only d iscovered 

at  that  t ime.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Even before that ,  because there is  

other  of f ices there,  c lose by there as wel l .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   And when you,  on the  Sunday 

that  you were there,  you ,  would you have been able to  

d iscover th is?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    There is  a possib i l i ty  that  I  would not  

have.   I  d id  not  go in to the bot tom of  the of f ice.   I  d id  not .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So i t  could have been that  th is  20 

happened on the 6 t h ,  on the Saturday .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  could have been.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Or the Fr iday .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  do not  th ink the Fr iday .   Capta in  

Jezza was there on the Saturday.   He had to prepare fo r  a 
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High Court  case .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    So he was there basica l l y  the whole  

Saturday.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   So on Saturday,  at  some point ,  

i t  could have been the case af ter  he had le f t .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    There is  a possib i l i ty ,  Commissioner .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Or the Sunday.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    There is  a possib i l i ty .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Then we turn to  page 137 .   10 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  just  the condi t ion that  

Warrant  Of f icer  P ienaar ’s  o f f ice was in .   Same as 138.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    A t  th is  point ,  who was at  the of f ice ,  

was i t  just  the two of  you ,  at  10 to 7,  that  is?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    He was the f i rs t  one that  saw i t .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    And you could smel l  i t  c lear ly  at  the  

bot tom.   So I  do  not  th ink the other  members were there 

yet .   I  th ink i t  was only h imsel f  and mysel f  that  was there.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    What  does he say?  He says,  we have 20 

got  a b ig problem .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Ja.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And what  is  that  p roblem,  what  does 

he say?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  I  d id  not  ask h im.   I  went  down 
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immediate ly .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes,  and then what  d id you say to 

h im?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  to ld  h im,  you are  r ight ,  th is  is  a b ig 

problem.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Did you te l l  h im that  there were 

drugs?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    A t  that  s tage,  I  d id  not ,  d id  not  te l l  

h im yet .   I t  was only af te r  I  reported i t  to  Br igadier  Nyuswa,  

and he said I  must  get  a l l  the re levant  ro le -p layers out  10 

when,  when they arr ived there,  they asked me what  was 

sto len.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    No,  no,  we wi l l  get  to  that .    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Ja.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    But  I  am just  t ry ing to get  at  th is  t ime 

that  he says there is  a  b ig problem,  he does not  know what  

was stored in  the safe .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  he d id not .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    The vers ion that ,  I  wi l l  just  conf i rm,  I  

th ink Major  General  Senona said Warrant  Of f icer  P ienaar  20 

was aware,  but  I  wi l l  just  double -check that ,  but  accord ing 

to you,  he was not  aware and he d id not  seem to be as so  

shocked that  d rugs were taken .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    [ Ind ist inct ]… [microphone of f ]  sa id 

something about  Br igadier  P i enaar  and I  d id  not  understand 
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…[intervenes] .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So,  i t ,  they gained the ent rance 

through h is of f ice .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And then he would have not iced the 

break- in  of  the sa fe.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Oh,  I  see.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So,  ord inar i ly ,  i f  he is  not  aware of  

what  is  in  the safe,  inasmuch as i t  is  a  problem,  accord ing 

to h im,  i t  may we l l  have been f i rearms in  the safe or  water ,  10 

I  do not  know what  could have been ,  and I  do not  know what  

the explanat ion that  Colonel  Pr ins loo would have g iven to 

other  members when the f i rearms were moved to the other  

safe.   So I  do not  know what  they said was in  that  safe,  but  

he would have,  o rd inar i l y ,  he would not  know exact ly  what  

was taken.   That  is  the point  I  am t ry ing to get  to .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Warrant  Of f icer  P ienaar wou ld have 

thought  that  the f i rearms was in  there.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Oh,  so he thought  i t  would have been 

the f i rearms.   20 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Because the f i rearms stay  in  that  

safe.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   A l l  r ight ,  p lease cont inue.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I f  you look at  page 139,  i t  is  a lso st i l l  

h is  of f ice .   140,  you cannot  see so c lear ly .   That  is  where 
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the door stands open where you can see that  the locks were  

cut  of f  and that  that  b lue chai r  i s  s tanding outs ide.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Ja,  so,  I  just  wanted to conf i rm that .   

Major  General  Senona 's test imony was that  at  the ,  on the  

22 n d  he says,  h is  test imony was that  Warrant  Of f icer  

P ienaar was there .   You would d isagree wi th h im ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  was not  there,  Commissioner,  so I  

wi l l  not  know.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    No,  no,  when the exhib i ts  came.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  P ienaar was not  there when the  10 

exhib i ts  came.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  so,  he is  wrong in  that .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Ja.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  that  is  f ine.   P lease proceed.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  photo  is  not  very c lear  on  page 

140.   I f  we go to  141,  that  i s  some of  the  footpr in ts ,  shoe 

pr in ts that  are in  that ,  that  can be seen in  that  b lack  dust  of  

the gr ind ing .   Same as 142.   143,  you can see c lear ly  how 

the two locks were cut  there on the  door .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Is  th is  now the outs ide of  the door at  20 

page 143?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  the outs ide of  the door,  

Commissioner .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    You can see the two locks that  they  
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have cut  out ,  you can see them ly ing there where i t  says B1 

and B2.   Same as page 144 .   145,  you can see the two 

locks and that  b lue chai r  that  I  ment ioned standing outs ide .   

On 146 you can see the ins ide of  the lock that  would have 

been on the ins ide of  the door.   147,  you can see that  in  

that  b lack case that  i s  s tanding there  that  was a lso in  the 

safe,  i t  is  a  b ig spot l ight  that  we ,  a por table spot l ight  that  

we use on cr ime scenes at  n ight .   That  was a lso in  there .   

They never touched that .   148 just  shows you the f loor  

space where the  drugs was .   I t  shows you those smal ler  10 

safes used to house the f i rearms .   Those were not  touched.   

And 149 just  shows paperwork and stuf f  that  is  s t i l l  le f t  in 

that  safe .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Can I  just  ask ,  so in  that  safe ,  so  

only ,  they knew or  they ta rgeted on ly Room 22?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  correct .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And am I  understanding that  there  

were no f i rearms or  any  of ,  any exh ib i t  in  that  room ?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Noth ing.   Noth ing.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  so i t  was only these i tems,  20 

paper and a l l  o f  th is  only .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  i s  cor rect .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   And they d id  not  touch Room 

24?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  not  at  a l l .  
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ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So they knew what  they were  coming 

for?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    They knew what  they were coming fo r  

and they knew exact ly  where i t  was ,  yes,  Commissioner .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   A l l  r ight ,  thank you .   In  your  

assessment  at  the t ime when you come  down,  when you 

come f rom upsta i rs  f rom your of f i ce and having seen a l l  o f  

th is ,  what  is  your  assessment?  Did i t  seem,  obviously ,  d id 

i t  seem to you to have been a ta rgeted at tack  or  

…[intervenes] .  10 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Def in i te ly ,  Commissioner.   Def in i te ly .   

And whoever cut  those locks knew exact ly  what  they were 

doing,  because on the ins ide of  that  door there is  specia l  

mechanisms.   I f  you do not  know exact ly  where to  cut  i t ,  i t  

is  not  going to,  you wi l l  not  b e  able to  open the door ,  

because there are secur i t y  s tuf f  bu i l t  in to the door that  wi l l  

s top i t  f rom open ing ,  a l though you  have cut  the locks out .   

And they knew exact ly  how to st i l l  open i t .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And would  you speculate so fa r  as 

that  someone e i ther  f rom your of f ice ,  a l ternat ive ly  one of  20 

the members that  came on the 23 r d  and 24 t h  and between 

those days could be involved?  Would you go to that  extent  

of  speculat ion?  Or someone that  had ,  that  understood how 

that  safe works .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner,  o r  somebody that  was 
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there when the s tuf f  was del ivered .   I t  is  the possib i l i t ies  

that  you are ment ion ing as wel l  as the members that  

brought  the stuf f  there  that  knew exact ly  in to which  safe i t  

went  in to.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    But  would they a lso know the ins ide  

of  the of  the of f ices?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Some of  them, ja .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I  th ink we had gone to a point  where 

we said there was no inspect ion o f  the of f ices ,  so,  and you 

formed a human chain  and,  ja .  10 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Ja,  but  f rom where we entered wi th 

the drugs,  they would have known in which safe i t  is  going 

in to .   That  they would have known.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes,  I  am ta lk ing about  you 

ment ion ing they would have known which sect ion of  the safe  

to  target .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Which safe ,  which of  the two safes to 

target ,  yes,  Commissioner .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I f  you look at ,  Commissioner,  i f  you 20 

were there ,  Warrant  Of f icer  P ienaar ’s,  when they were there 

on those two dates ,  Warrant  Of f icer  Mpangase when 

Warrant  Of f icer  Van den Berg assisted them there,  Warrant  

Off icer  P ienaar ’s  was locked.   I t  was c losed.   So for  a  

person l ike that  then can th ink,  oh  that  is  the last  o f f ice in  
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that  passage,  and they broke in to  the last  o f f ice ,  ag,  the  

last  window,  meanwhi le  i t  is  not .   Do you understand what  I  

am t ry ing to say Commissioner ?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    P lease expla in again.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    So i t  is  somebody that  was there .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes,  on the 22 n d .    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    On one of  those two days ,  or  on the  

date they brought  i t ,  that  by mistake they broke in to the last  

window of ,  that  they thought  was the last  window in the 

passage to get  ent ry in to the passage ,  meanwhi le  they 10 

broke in to P ienaar ’s of f ice .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Oh I  see.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    So i t  is  somebody that  mistaken 

h imsel f  there ,  tha t  was there .   The door was locked ,  so he 

thought  i t  was the  last  window ,  meanwhi le  i t  was not .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And obviously i t  i s  a  huge 

consignment .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  is .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    That  was brought  in  three 

…[indist inct ] .    20 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    One or  two people would not  have 

been able to .   A couple,  there must  have been a couple of  

people there .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I  th ink you said around 20 of  you 

were there .   
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LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Ja,  say the cr iminals that  came to  

remove i t ,  one or  two would not  have done that .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Yes,  no,  no,  I  am just  t ry ing to 

h ighl ight  that  when they came  …[intervenes] .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    The human chain was you said 

roughly 20 people .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  correct  Commissioner .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So they would have needed some at  

least  a quarter  or  hal f  o f  that  number .   10 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  correct  Commissioner .    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    A l l  r ight ,  and they would have known 

the,  they would not  have come for  a smal l  consignment .    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Exact ly .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   A l l  r ight ,  p lease proceed,  

paragraph 83.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    - :  

 “We cordoned of f  the  scene as i t  was 

now an act ive  cr ime scene .   I  

immediate ly ca l led Br igadier  Nyuswa to  20 

in form him about  the burg lary.   He 

seemed shocked .   He said he was 

coming,  he was on h is way.   As i t  was 

now a cr ime scene ,  we cal led the Port  

Shepstone Loca l  Cr iminal  Records 
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Cent re,  Port  Shepstone  V is ib le Pol ic ing  

and the Detect ives.   They came to  the 

scene and enqui red as to what  was 

sto len.   Before I  could te l l  them ,  I  

ca l led Br igadier  N yuswa again to  ask 

h im permission to d isc lose what  was 

sto len.   I  d id  th is  because of  them 

previously te l l ing me not  to  te l l  

anybody about  the exhib i ts .   Br igadier  

Nyuswa said that  we must  d isc lose 10 

everyth ing .   I  then in formed LCRC and 

Vispol  that  i t  was 541 k i lograms of  

Cocaine valued a t  over  200 mi l l ion  that  

was sto len.   They then star ted to  

process the scene . ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Can I  just  ask two quest ions f rom 

there.   Where was,  is  i t  Warrant  Of f icer  Van Der Berg?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes,  in  the meant ime he has a lso  

ar r ived at  work .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Oh,  he had ar r ived now?   20 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Ja.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  and obviously,  t hen you say 

there is  541 k i lograms ,  and would you have known that  

because of  CJC202,  or  you would  have re l ied on what  you 

were to ld when they brought  the exhib i t s ?  
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LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  knew.   Af ter  Warrant  Of f icer  Van 

Den Berg was involved there ,  I  knew how much,  how many 

br icks there were .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So you were cer ta in what  was sto len ?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Ja.  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  p lease proceed.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    - :  

 “The Local  Cr iminal  Records Centre 's  10 

main responsib i l i ty  is  c r ime scene 

management  and to take p ictures o f  the 

scene for  the purpose of  forensics  

analys is in  terms of  the Nat ional  

Inst ruct ion .   The LCRC that  is  

responsib le for  any scene is  the one in  

whose ju r isd ict ion  the cr ime occur red. ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    So just  to  be c lear ,  the cr ime would 

have occurred in  Port  Shepstone? 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes.  20 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And the re levant  LCRC would have 

been the Port  Shepstone one?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  correct .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    A l l  r ight .   And would they have the 

capaci ty  to  process the scene ?  
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LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes,  they do have the capaci ty .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  p lease proceed.   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    - :  

 “Brigadier  Nyuswa then ar r ived at  the  

scene.   Major  General  S enona a lso la ter  ar r ived.   

Br igadier  Nyuswa then cal led a specia l  team f rom 

Durban LCRC.  He d id not  say why he cal led the  

Durban LCRC, especia l ly  because Port  Shepstone 

LCRC had a l ready star ted processing the scene . ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And d id the Port  Shepstone LCRC 10 

stop wi th the work  or  they worked together  wi th the Durban 

team?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  they stopped .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    And what  happened,  they just  s topped 

and le f t  o r  they stopped and watched ? 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    S topped and watched when these 

people arr ived f rom Durban .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  was i t  expla ined why there was 

a specia l  team f rom Durban ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Br igadier  Nyuswa d id not  speci f i ca l ly  20 

te l l  me.   He just  wanted that  team f rom Durban to come and 

assist .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay,  that  is  f ine.   Proceed.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    [ Ind ist inct ]… so,  but  then would there be 

a record f rom LCRC Port  Shepstone?  I  mean,  they d id 



    7 MAY 2026 – DAY 103 
 

Page 165  o f  180  

 

 

come to the scene .    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    They d id deploy  to the scene .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes,  there  would be a record  f rom 

them.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    There wi l l  be a  record of  what  they d id  

up to which poin t ,  and then there wi l l  a lso be a  Durban 

report .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  10 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    A l though we never saw i t .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  but  ord inar i ly ,  in  the way th ings 

work,  the Durban LCRC should a lso  have i ts  own report .    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Just  to  fo l low up on that ,  what  you 

have stated.   You say you have never seen the Durban 

record?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  i t  was never suppl ied to us .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.  20 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  was suppl ied d i rect ly  to  the 

invest igat ing team f rom Pretor ia ,  here f rom Pretor ia .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   Please …[ intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ord inar i ly ,  what  would have happened ?  

I  mean,  the cr ime scene is  on your property.   Would you 
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ord inar i l y  get  a cr ime scene report ,  because i t  i s  your  

locat ion that  was af fected,  and i t  i s  goods that  were under 

your roof .   They may not  belong to you .   You lodged the 

report .   You are  the one that  ca l led  Port  Shepstone Pol ice  

to report ,  and you cal led LCRC .  So ord inar i l y ,  how does i t  

work?  Who does the report  go to?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner,  i t  goes to the  

invest igat ing of f i cer ,  Br igadier  S ib iya.   He was in  charge of  

the scene.   He is  the UGU Dist r i c t  Detect ive Commander .   

He came out  to  the scene .   He appointed Sergeant  Jones 10 

f rom his of f i ce.   He was going to be the invest igat ing  

of f icer .   He then star ted wi th h is  work .   Later ,  i t  was 

communicated to  us that  the team f rom Pretor ia  wi l l  be  

invest igat ing the case ,  not  us  of f ice ,  our  of f ice,  o r  the local  

Detect ives would be involved in  tha t .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So the short  answer is  those reports do 

not  come to you,  the LCRC report .   They go to the 

invest igat ing of f i cer .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   20 

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    P lease proceed.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    - :  

 “Brigadier  S ib iya was in  charge of  the  

scene.   He la ter  appointed Sergeant  

Jones to be in  charge of  the scene and 
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the invest igat ing of f icer .   The break- in  

was widely repor ted,  and i t  seems i t  

was appreciated that  the of f i ce was not  

su i tab le.   I  a t tach hereto one o f  the 

newspaper ar t i c les,  marked JJP13. ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   For  the record .   JJP13 

appears at  page 151 of  the annex ures.   That  i s  just  a  

newspaper report  h ighl ight ing some commentary f rom an 

expert  about  the secur i t y  of  the p lace .   That  is  as far  as we 

can take i t .   P lease go to your paragraph 87.  10 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    - :  

 “The case was opened at  the  Port  

Shepstone Pol ice Stat ion wi th case 

number Port  Shepstone CAS 

129/11/2021.   I  was not  involved wi th  

th is  invest igat ion .   On the 9 t h  o f  

November  …”  

 No.   Commissioner,  my af f idavi t  says the 9 t h  o f  

November,  but  I  subsequent ly  re t r ieved my d iary  of  that  

speci f ic  week,  and i t  was ,  i t  is  supposed to be on the 11 t h  o f  20 

November .   

 “ I  was summoned to Major  General  

Senona 's of f ice in  Durban .   I  went  to  

the of f ice,  and there was Major  General  

Senona,  L ieutenant  General  Mosik i l i ,  



    7 MAY 2026 – DAY 103 
 

Page 168  o f  180  

 

 

as wel l  as Br igadier  N yuswa and 

Br igadier  Nai cker .   I  was in terv iewed 

about  the break - in .   I t  lasted about  90 

minutes.   I t  could have been a b i t  

longer.   L ieutenant  General  Mosik i l i  

conducted that  in terv iew,  and I  

answered quest ions.   The other  of f icers 

a lso asked me quest ions .   I  d id  te l l  

L ieutenant  General  Mosik i l i  that  the  

a la rm was not  serv iced,  and was not  10 

l inked to a secur i ty  company.   She was 

very shocked and made notes .   

Subsequent ly ,  there were fo l low -up 

in ternal  invest igat ions .    

 A l l  the members  at  my of f ice were 

cal led for  polygraph test ing.   We a l l  

underwent  the test .   A l l  the members 

were subjected to a three -hour test .   

My test  was fo r  s ix  hours.   I  was 

t reated as a suspect ,  but  I  d id  pass my 20 

test  nonetheless . ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    Are you aware that  polygraph tes ts were 

conducted in  respect  of  a l l  the people who were involved in  

the del ivery of  the Cocaine,  del ivery at  Port  Shepston e? 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner,  that  was never  
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communicated to us.   I t  on ly communicated to me .   I  got  a  

le t ter  wi th  everybody f rom Port  Shepston e's names on 

there,  and the  dates they must  be  there  for  the polygraph 

test ing.   So the rest  of  the of f icers,  I  do not  know.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    How soon af ter  the thef t  d id  th is  

polygraph test ,  sorry,  were the tests conducted ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I t  was done over  a per iod  of  two 

weeks,  because they only d id th ree people …[ intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  was i t  in  December ,  because the  

thef t  happened in  the f i rs t  weekend of  November .   And then 10 

when was the polygraph test  conducted ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  would say i t  was ,  i t  was before 

December  …[intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    [ Ind ist inct ]… [ cross- ta lk ing]  

December the same year.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  th ink i t  was wi th in two weeks .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Okay.    

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner .  

 “The exhib i t s  were never recovered .   I  

have been in terv iewed severa l  t imes in  20 

re lat ion to the mat ter .   I  do not  know 

the status or  the progress of  th is  

invest igat ion . ”  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Thank you.   Just  as a way fo rward on 

some of  the issues that  I  would  l ike  to  understand,  just  two.   
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Do you th ink,  I  may have asked th is ,  do you th ink a l l  o f  you,  

in  par t i cu la r  your  super iors,  acted in  l ine wi th the appl icable  

regulatory f ramework,  that  i s  the  Nat ional  Inst ruc t ion and 

the Protocol?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Sorry,  I  missed the quest ion .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I  am saying,  do you th ink,  is  i t  your  

v iew,  I  would understand that  were  your super iors,  d id they 

act  in  l ine wi th the Nat ional  Inst ruc t ion and Protocol?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  def in i te ly  not .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Def in i te ly  not ,  okay.   No,  that  is  f ine.   10 

I  th ink that  is  a l l  on my s ide .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    In  paragraph 70 of  the statement  where 

you say,  Warrant  Of f icer  Mpangase needed to  come to  the 

of f ice to  take samples of  the exhib i ts ,  do you know whether  

anyth ing was taken away by h im on that  day ,  by Mpangase,  

how many,  or  how much,  what  exact ly  was taken,  to  where,  

and was i t  re turned,  and when?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  was la ter  to ld  by Warrant  Of f icer  

Van Den Berg no samples were taken.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    None were taken? 20 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    But  Mpangase d id come,  d id ar r ive on 

the 23 r d  o f  June?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    On two occasions,  yes .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  and d id no t  take any samples? 
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LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Not  that  we are aware of ,  no.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   And then at  71,  you say there 

was no register ,  that  is  the very last  sentence where you 

are descr ib ing when they arr ived you gave them access,  

keys to the safe,  you opened the  gate,  and then you say 

there was a lso no register  that  was completed .   Can you 

just  expla in th is  register ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Warrant  Of f icer  Van Berg made an 

OB ent ry for  each t ime that  they came ,  exact  t ime they 

came,  exact  t ime they le f t .   But  as such,  l i ke a v is i t ing 10 

register  there ,  no  we do not  have that ,  but  he made an OB 

ent ry every t ime they came .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   So when you say there was no 

register  that  was completed,  i t  is  not  as i f  there  was a  

register  to  comple te .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    You are  just  saying there  is  no 

document  that  was done .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes,  that  is  correct ,  Commiss ioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Does that  mean therefore that  you do 20 

not ,  Por t  Shepstone of f ice does not  have a record,  or  never  

had a record of  the of f icers who came that  day to del iver  

the Cocaine?  You do not  have a l i s t  o f  names?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No.   No.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   And then in  paragraph 72,  you 
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speak about  Br igadier  Nai cker  of  SANEB.  How would he 

have known that  the drugs are kept  at  Port  Shepstone?  

Was he present  when the drugs were del ivered to you ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    He was not?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    How would he have known then ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  presume he was in formed,  because 

a l l  se izures of  drugs get s reported through h is of f i ce .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    That  i s  a se izure .   We are ta lk ing 10 

storage,  so I  am asking about  the storage .   How and why 

would he have known where they are ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  rea l ly  cannot ,  I  cannot  te l l  you who 

in formed h im,  tha t  I  do not  know Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ord inar i l y ,  whatever  h is  posi t ion,  you 

say he is  the SANEB coord inator .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    For  South A f r ica .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    For  South  Af r ica.   What  does that  

mean?  Do you know what  that  posi t ion means ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    A l l  drug- re lated mat ters goes through 20 

h is of f ice .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  and wou ld that  inc lude that  now 

the drugs are at  FSL,  that  k ind of  deta i l ?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes,  he would have that .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    He would know that?  
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LT-COL PRINSLOO :    He would know that .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And so he would know where they are  

stored?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    I f  they had been le f t  a t  Is ip ingo,  he  

would know?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So you are  not  surpr ised,  you are  not  

making anyth ing of  the fact  that  he knew that  the drugs are 

at  Port  Shepstone? 10 

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  I  do not .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   And then fu r ther  on,  at  78,  you 

say you received a ca l l  on the 4 t h  o f  November .   This is  a 

few days before the thef t ,  or  the break - in .   You received a 

ca l l  f rom Colonel  Jacob,  and then he said now he is  the 

invest igat ing of f icer .   You had been to ld and you had been 

deal ing wi th Mpangase as the invest igat ing of f i cer .   How 

does i t  work that  a pol ice of f icer  ca l l s  you ?  There is  no 

formal  communicat ion f rom Nyuswa to you.   You had not  

received any ins t ruct ions .   Mpangase was in t roduced in  20 

Nyuswa 's presence that  he is  the invest igat ing of f icer .   How 

does i t  come about  that  Colonel  Jacob can just  p ick up the 

phone and cal l  you and say,  now I  am the invest igat ing  

of f icer ,  wi thout  you hear ing f rom your super ior ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   
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Commissioner,  that  was or ig inal ly  why I  put  i t  in  my 

statement ,  the f i rs t  s tatement  that  I  conducted in t  h is ,  for  

th is  thef t .   I  a lso  found that  odd that  Br igadier  Nyuswa d id  

not  in fo rm me of  th is ,  and that  i t  happened a coup le days 

before th is  b reak - in .   That  is  why i t  was ment ioned in  my 

statement .   I  would have thought  that  Br igadier  Nyuswa 

would have phoned me and said,  there is  a new 

invest igat ing of f icer  appointed now .   I t  is  L ieutenant  Colonel  

so-and-so.   He wi l l  contact  you.   P lease a l low h im ent ry and 

assist ing .   10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    And even af ter  the 4 t h  o f  November,  he 

never spoke to you about  th is  new invest igat ing of f i cer ?  He 

never sa id anyth ing to you ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  he d id not .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   Thank you.   Thank you,  Colonel .    

CHAIRPERSON :    I f  I  were to draw up a l i s t  o f  suspects as 

to who sto le th is  Cocaine,  members of  the DPCI would be 

number one on my l is t .   Do you want  to  comment  on that ?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner,  not  only members  

…[intervenes] .   20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Of  course,  that  is  –  no,  no,  no,  I  am,  just  

answer that  par t  o f  i t .   I  am actual ly  going to go where I  

th ink you want  to  go .   But  number one for  me would be 

members of  the DPCI.  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :  I  would agree wi th you,  Commissioner .    
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CHAIRPERSON :    And then I  do not  d iscount  the possib i l i t y  

that  other  people outs ide of  the DPCI,  possib ly  even outs ide  

of  SAPS,  could have been in formed by the DPCI or  SAPS 

that  the Cocaine was stored in  Por t  Shepston e.   So there is  

that  wide,  amorphous group of  suspects as wel l ,  but  number 

one is  DPCI .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner,  I  agree wi th you .   But  

as wel l  as those members,  they  are not  a l l  DPCI  members 

that  assisted to br ing the Cocaine there to my of f ice.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  I  assumed that  those were DPCI as 10 

wel l .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  i t  is  a  task team.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  some not .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Ja.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  a l l  r ight ,  a l l  r ight .   But  in  any event ,  

in  the event  that  they were outs ide,  those outs ide would st i l l  

have been,  even i f  the thef t  was commit ted by outs iders,  

those outs iders would st i l l  have received in format ion f rom 

the law enforcement  of f icers you  have just  refer red to .   So 

those law enforcement  of f icers,  inc luding DPCI,  would st i l l  20 

have been compl ic i t .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  agree wi th  you,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Something e lse .   You said  in  paragraph 

50,  you say that  the team of  people that  came inc luded the  
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t rac ing team, which is  composed o f  TRT members and DPCI  

members,  and then thei r  Commander is  Dina Govender.   Do 

you remember that?  Ordinar i ly ,  and you say th is  team is 

ord inar i l y  involved or  was formed to deal  wi th  cash - in-

t ransi t  cases .   Now,  ord inar i l y ,  how would drugs,  who would  

accompany the t ransport  o f  drugs ?  What  is  unusua l  about  

th is  cash- in- t rans i t  team or  the TRT members being wi th  

DPCI members to  t ransport  th is  consignment ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :   The possib i l i t y  i s  there,  

Commissioner,  that  they just  assisted  Warrant  Of f icer  10 

Mpangase fo r  manpower to  br ing  the drugs there  to  Port  

Shepstone,  because they are obviously wel l  armed.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja.   Ord inar i l y ,  do the TRT ord inar i l y  

provide support  for  the t ransi t  o f  drugs that  have been 

seized,  such as th is?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    They do.   When we had that  large 

amount  of  Mandrax,  i t  was the TRT f rom Por t  Shepstone 

that  assisted us to take the stuf f  to  Pretor ia .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   So the fact  i tse l f  that  there was 

TRT as par t  o f  th is  team in i tse l f ,  i t  does not  necessar i l y ,  20 

you are not  ment ion ing i t  to  ind icate something  odd or  

unusual  about  who came ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No,  Commissioner .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    You were not  doing that?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    No.  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.  Thank you,  Colonel .  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Can I  just  fo l low up on that .   

Apologies,  Commissioner .   The kombis,  just  to  be c lear ,  

were they SAPS marked vehic les or  they were unmarked ?   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Commissioner,  you  have got  me now.   

I  th ink some were marked,  some were unmarked.   Ja,  

because TRT used marked vehic les,  but  there were some of  

them that  were unmarked as wel l .   

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I  am ta lk ing about  the kombis .  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Some of  them were unmarked,  but  I  10 

can recal l  one,  at  least  one was marked.    

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    Okay.   A l l  r ight ,  thanks.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Colonel ,  last ly ,  you have heard me 

ear l ie r  expressing the concern that  something is  horr ib ly  

going wrong here ,  but  because of  the  command st ructure,  

you do not  have the abi l i ty ,  you consider  yoursel f  not  to  

have the abi l i ty  to  ra ise mat ters of  concern .   I f  you were  

inv i ted to make suggest ions that  would empower of f icers to  

speak up in  s i tuat ions l ike th is ,  because for  me,  an ord inary 

member  of  the publ ic  who is  not  in  the Pol ice Force,  I  do 20 

not  understand what  happened here,  and that  someone of  

your  senior i ty  who is  le f t ,  in  whose custody these drugs are  

le f t ,  yes,  the key is  wi th  somebody e lse,  but  i t  is  your  of f ice ,  

I  know I  would have been concerned that  i f  there is  a  break-

in ,  they wi l l  look at  me and say I  am a suspect ,  wh ich  you 
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say is  what  they d id to  you .   So I  would have been much 

more in terested,  I  th ink,  to  get  secur i ty  and other  th ings in  

p lace.   

 So that  is  where  my quest ion comes f rom,  that  i f  

you were to be inv i ted  to make suggest ions about  what  

should be considered to be done to ease th ings up so that  

when there are concerns l ike th is ,  which are real  concerns,  

and we know th is  f rom the consequence,  i f  noth ing e lse,  to  

empower pol ice o f f icers or  enable pol ice of f icers to  take up 

these mat ters,  mat ters should not  have to d ie at  Br igadier  10 

Nyuswa,  because for  some reason he is  not  in terested in  

making sure that  there  is  secur i ty .   I t  should  not  end up wi th 

Br igadier  Nyuswa that  the drugs are kept  a t  a  p lace that  is  

whol ly  inappropr ia te by any def in i t ion,  and they should not  

have been there,  but  that  you should have been ab le,  you 

should  have been empowered to  ra ise,  to  escalate the  

mat ter ,  what  would you suggest ,  i f  anyth ing ?  

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I f  I  would be inv i ted,  you mean out  of  

th is  Commission?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    In  th is  Commission.   I f  we said to  you,  20 

make suggest ions to us what  improvements you th ink or  

changes should be in  order  to  mi t igate s i tuat ions l i ke  th is .   

LT-COL PRINSLOO :    I  wi l l  do tha t ,  Commissioner .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Do you have any thoughts immediate ly,  

or  you want  to  g ive i t  some thought ?  
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LT-COL PRINSLOO :    Not  now.   I  must  g ive i t  some 

thought ,  Commiss ioner .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   A l l  r ight ,  thank you.   Thank you,  

Mr S ikhakhane.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you very  much,  Colonel .   You are  

excused.   Do we resume at  9 :30 tomorrow?  

ADV SIKHAKHANE :    I  p resume so .   I  know there is  an  

issue about  an appl icat ion,  but  I  should presume i t  should  

star t  9 :30 tomorrow in any event .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us adjourn and resume then.   Thank 10 

you.   

INQUIRY POSTPONED TO 8 MAY 2026 

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

 

 

 

 

 


