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PROCEEDINGS HELD ON 11 MAY 2026   

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning,  Ms Hassim.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Good morning,  Chai r.   Good morning,  

Commissioners.   The wi tness today is  Colonel  Francois  

Steyn,  and he is  prepared to take the oath.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning,  Colonel   I  d id  he not  hear  

the last  th ing you said.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Colonel  Steyn wi l l  take the oath.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.   Do you swear that  the evidence 

you are going to  g ive is  the t ruth,  the whole t ruth,  noth ing 10 

but  the t ruth?  I f  so,  p lease ra ise your r ight  hand and say,  

so help me God.  

COLONEL STEYN :    So help me God,  Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Colonel .    

FRANCOIS STEYN :    (du ly sworn s tates)  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Chai r.   Commissioners and 

Colonel  Steyn,  you wi l l  have two f i les in  f ront  of  you.   The 

f i rs t  f i le ,  F i le  1,  conta ins two statements by the Colonel .   

The f i rs t  is  the f ive -page statement  and the second is  a  

supplementary statement  that  is  13 pages long.   Co lonel ,  do 20 

you have that  f i le  in  f ront  of  you wi th the two statements?   

COLONEL STEYN :    I  indeed do,  Commissioner.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can you tu rn to  the f i rs t  s tatement ,  

p lease?   

COLONEL STEYN :    F i rs t  s tatement?   



    11 MAY 2026 – DAY 105 
 

Page 2  o f  166  

 

 

ADV HASSIM SC :    The f i rs t  s tatement ,  yes.  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  am there.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i f  you turn  to  the last  page of  that  

s tatement ,  page 5 ,  is  that  your  s ignature on that  page?   

COLONEL STEYN :    I t  is  indeed my s ignature.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And can you conf i rm that  the contents of  

these f ive pages is  t rue and cor rect?   

COLONEL STEYN :    As far  as my knowledge goes,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   Can you then tu rn  to  the 

second statement ,  the supplementary statement?   10 

COLONEL STEYN :    I  am there.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And can you go to the  last  page of  that  

s tatement?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can you conf i rm that  the s ignature on 

that  page is  yours?   

COLONEL STEYN :    I t  is  indeed my s ignature.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And do you conf i rm the  contents of  th is  

statement  as t rue  and cor rect?   

COLONEL STEYN :    To the best  of  my recol lect ion,  yes.    20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Co lonel .   Chai r,  F i le  2 we 

wi l l  be using dur ing the course of  the Colonel 's  ev idence.   I  

just  would l i ke to  point  out  that  there are a few documents 

towards the end o f  Fi le  2  which are  real l y  for  wi tnesses that  

are to  fo l low.   So we may not  refer  to  every s ingle document  
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in  Fi le  2 .   I t  is  just  that  they were inc luded anyhow for  

context ,  but  i t  is  for  the next  wi tness who wi l l  be coming in  

the next  days.   Thank you.   Colonel ,  le t  us,  before we star t  

wi th  your statement ,  just  provide  a b i t  o f  context  for  the 

Commissioners.   What  we are going to be deal ing wi th ,  as 

you are aware,  last  week we deal t  wi th  the drug bust  at  Port  

Shepstone.   Did you see any of  that?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And the st ream that  we are concerned 

wi th th is  week is  a second drug operat ion,  and that  was in  10 

Aeroton,  in  Gauteng.   You conf i rm that?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you are fami l iar  wi th  that  d rug bust  

in  Aeroton?   

COLONEL STEYN :    I  am indeed.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And that  was a drug bust  o f  about  

roughly 700 k i lograms of  Cocaine.    

COLONEL STEYN :    715 k i lograms,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    What  is  the st reet  va lue of  that  amount  

of  Cocaine?   20 

COLONEL STEYN :    The st reet  va lue of  a  k i logram of  

Cocaine is  roughly R400 000 per  k i logram.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    R400 per  k i logram?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  ma 'am.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so an amount  th is  s ize is  qui te  
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h igh value,  i t  is  roughly R300 000 000.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And th is  occur red on 9 Ju ly 2021,  th is  

drug operat ion?   

COLONEL STEYN :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And is  i t  cor rect  that  there have been no 

ar rests cur rent ly  l inked to th is  operat ion?   

COLONEL STEYN :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And is  i t  cor rect  that  there have been 

ser ious a l legat ions of  pol i ce  in ter fe rence in  the 10 

invest igat ion of  th is  c r ime?   

COLONEL STEYN :    That  is  indeed correct .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   So that  i s  just  to  g ive the  

Commissioners a  sense of  why we are deal ing wi th th is  

par t icu lar  issue and where we are going wi th i t .   Let  us  

begin wi th your supplementary statement .   You provide a b i t  

more deta i l  there  about  the context  and your background.   

So,  can I  ask you to go to that  s tatement  and begin at  

paragraph 5?  You may read th is  in to the record or  you may 

summarise as you go a long,  as you l ike.  20 

COLONEL STEYN :    Thank you,  thank you,  Commissioner.   

Commissioners :  

“ I  jo ined the South Af r ican Pol ice Serv ice 

in  1987.   I  s tar ted off  a t  the uni fo rm or  

the stat ion envi ronment .   Dur ing 1989,  I  
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was t ransferred to the Hi l lbrow Vehic le  

Thef t  Uni t  in  Johannesburg,  where I  

a t ta ined the rank of  L ieutenant .   Dur ing 

1995,  I  was promoted to capta in,  

whereupon was appointed Uni t  

Commander  of  the Vehic le Finance Fraud 

Uni t .   In  2001,  I  was appointed to the  

rank of  Super intendent ,  current ly  

equiva lent  rank to that  of  L ieutenant  

Colonel ,  and t ransferred to the Syndicate  10 

Fraud Uni t  in  Johannesburg.   In 2002,  I  

was t ransfer red to the Organised Cr ime 

Uni t  in  Pretor ia ,  where I  invest igated 

var ious mat ters,  to  in ter  a l ia  inc lude the 

narcot ics- re lated  offences and,  for  

example,  vehic le  thef t  as  wel l .   Dur ing  

2006,  I  was promoted to the rank of  

Senior  Super intendent ,  present ly  

equiva lent  rank to that  of  Colonel .   I  was 

appointed as the Uni t  Commander  of  East  20 

Rand Organised Cr ime Uni t .   Dur ing 

2015,  I  was t ransferred back to the 

Pretor ia  Organised Cr ime Uni t  to  again  

assist  that  uni t ,  and in  2017,  I  was 

t ransfer red to the Pr io r i ty  Vio lent  Cr ime 
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Uni t  o r  task team as the Team Leader.   

The NPVC, the  Pr ior i t y  Vio lent  Cr ime 

Team, operated para l le l  wi th  the SANEB 

team refer red to in  my or ig inal  s tatement ,  

and const i tu te o f  a  provinc ia l  team …”  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Colonel ,  sorry to  in ter rupt  you,  can you 

just  expla in what  SANEB stands for?   

COLONEL STEYN :    SANEB stands fo r  South Af r ican 

Narcot ics Enforcement  Bureau.    10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.  

COLONEL STEYN :     

“That  const i tu ted a provinc ia l  team 

responsib le for  the invest igat ion of  

ser ious and v io lent  c r ime,  that  is  the  

NPVC.  I  acted as  the Team Leader  there,  

and there I  s tated what  SANEB stands 

for.   The uni ts  was establ ished around 

2016 to combat  and escalate –  the 

SANEB team was together  wi th the  NPVC 20 

team, they were  establ ished together.   

The SANEB team was establ ished to  

combat  the escalat ion in  i l l ic i t  drug t rade 

in  South Af r ica .   SANEB operates  

nat ional ly  to  invest igate and d is rupt  the  
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organised drug t raff ick ing networks,  

c landest ine laborator ies,  and to address 

the issue of  precursor  chemicals.   Dur ing 

2020,  I  was appointed as the SANEB 

Team Leader  wi th in the DPCI Gauteng 

st ructure,  and was fu r ther  tasked wi th  

being the Prov incia l  Coord inator  for  

SANEB.   Dur ing  2022,  both NPVC and 

SANEB teams were d isbanded.   

Fol lowing th is  d isbandment  of  the  10 

aforesaid teams,  I  remained stat ioned at  

the provinc ia l  o ff ice,  where I  cont inued 

wi th being the  pro ject  manager of  

undercover invest igat ion in to a  drug 

syndicate.   At  the  same t ime,  I  cont inued 

to per form dut ies  as the Provincia l  

Coord inator  fo r  SANEB, and another  

issue was a lso added,  that  of  KFR.   KFR 

stands fo r  K idnapping for  Ransom 

Invest igat ions,  deal t  wi th  by the  DPCI.   20 

Dur ing 2025,  I  was t ransferred to the 

West  Rand Ser ious Organised Cr ime 

Uni t ,  where I  was appointed as the Uni t  

Commander,  and cur rent ly  s t i l l  serv ing  

there. ”  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  you have got  qui te  some exper ience 

in  deal ing wi th drug seizures and narcot ics enforcement .  

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Right .   You have got  a par t i cu lar  

in terest  in  that ,  as I  understand.    

COLONEL STEYN :    Absolute ly,  yes.   Yes,  Commissioner.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   Cont inue wi th your t ra in ing and 

qual i f icat ions.  

COLONEL STEYN :     

“During the course of  my career,  I  10 

completed numerous specia l ised 

invest igat ion course,  in ter  a l ia ,  inc luding,  

but  not  l imi ted to,  forensic invest igat ion 

course,  c r iminal  invest igat ion course,  

detect ive course,  organised cr ime 

course,  ant i -k idnapping and extor t ion 

course.   In  respect  of  my ter t ia ry 

educat ion,  I  obta ined the fo l lowing 

qual i f icat ions,  a  nat ional  d ip loma in 

pol i c ing,  nat ional  h igher d ip loma in 20 

pol ic ing.   I t  was la ter  changed to the  

BTEC degree in  pol ic ing.   I  d id  a d ip loma 

in secur i ty  management ,  pr ivate secur i ty  

management ,  and then I  d id  a  year 's  

cer t i f icate in  pro ject  management ,  and a 
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year 's  cer t i f icate in  st rategic  

management . ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Cont inue.    

COLONEL STEYN :     

“My current  responsib i l i t ies,  as  I  am 

serv ing as a Uni t  Commander  fo r  Ser ious 

Organised Cr ime Invest igat ions  in  West  

Rand,  except  for  the day - to-day 

management  of  the uni t ,  I  a lso oversee 

the invest igat ions involv ing  to ,  in te r  a l ia ,  10 

inc lude narcot ic - re lated offences,  cash -

in- t ransi t  robber ies,  pol i ce k i l l ings,  i l l ic i t  

go ld and d iamond deal ing,  in f rast ructure -

re lated cr imes,  t ra ff ick ing in  persons and 

k idnapping for  ransom invest igat ions.   I  

am also,  as I  ind icated,  cont inu ing to  

per fo rm dut ies  as the Provincia l  

Coord inator  fo r  SANEB and KFR 

Invest igat ions.   In  such a capaci ty,  I  

coord inate most  major  invest igat ions 20 

deal t  wi th  by the  aforesaid  st ructure 

wi th in the Gauteng province.   Fo l lowing 

the d isbandment  of  the Narcot ics Team, 

as  ind icated,  each DPCI  Ser ious 

Organised Cr ime uni t  has members  wi th in  
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the uni t  responsib le fo r  narcot ic  

invest igat ions,  commonly refer red  to as 

the SANEB sect ion.   Whenever  major  

narcot ic  invest igat ions ar ise,  inc luding,  

for  example,  d rug labs,  I  assist  the 

invest igators involved in  such mat ters.   

SANEB fur ther  has a Nat ional  

Coordinator  by the name of  Br igadier  

Devon Naicker,  who per forms s imi lar  

coord inat ing funct ions,  but  on a nat ional  10 

level .   Such funct ions wi l l ,  in te r  a l ia ,  

inc lude engagement  and coord inat ion 

wi th fore ign law enforcement  agencies 

regard ing narcot ics invest igat ions 

t ranscending our  in ternat ional  borders.   I  

have at tended some of  these meet ings 

wi th Br igadier  Na icker  in  re lat ion to such 

in ternat ional  coord inat ion effor ts .   Each 

province a lso has a SANEB coord inator,  

who,  th rough the nat ional  o ff ice 20 

st ructures,  coord inate invest igat ions 

extended across provinc ia l  borders . ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   And then in  paragraph 26 

and 27,  you say that  you have got  a par t i cu la r  in te rest  and 

exper ience in  narcot ic  invest igat ions.   Do you want  to  
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expand on why i t  is  you are par t icu lar ly  in terested in  

narcot ics enforcement?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Commissioners,  i t  is  a  very in terest ing 

f ie ld .   You know,  the cr iminals come up wi th very innovat ive 

ideas in  terms of  t ransport ing thei r  drugs,  h id ing thei r  

drugs,  t ry ing to avoid detect ion and the l i ke.   And I  fee l  that  

drugs,  in  essence,  is  the root  cause in  our  society a t  large 

of  how most  cr imes are being commit ted and the l i ke.   

Somehow,  a lo t  o f  cr imes being commit ted in  our  count ry i s  

re lated to narcot ics in  some way,  form or  fashion.   10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thanks.   So,  you know,  you are going to  

go in to th is  in  a moment  and I  just  want  to  get  a sense f rom 

you about  the s ize of  the problem that  we face.    

COLONEL STEYN :    The s ize of  the problem that  we face 

is ,  in  my opin ion,  i t  is  l ike any commodi ty.   I t  is  a l l  about  

supply and demand.   So i f  you have a s i tuat ion where  

supply is  less,  i f  I  can refer  to  the Booysens case,  for  

example,  we took over  700  k i lograms off  the st reet  and st i l l  

that  d id not  in f luence the st reet  p r ice that  much.   So that  

just  goes to show how big the problem is  and on what  20 

amounts these drugs come into our  count ry.   Or even,  fo r  

that  mat te r,  is  manufactured in  our  count ry through the i l l ic i t  

drug labs.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  want  to  take you a step back.   I  just  

want  to  understand how you make the connect ion between 
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the avai lab i l i t y  and use of  narcot ics and that  being the root  

cause of  most  cr imes.    

COLONEL STEYN :    Commissioner,  to  answer your f i rs t  

quest ion,  is  that  at  the end of  the day,  i f  I  can use the  

current  example,  there is  foot -and-mouth d isease in to our  

count ry.   And what  happened then,  there was a shortage of  

red meat ,  the pr ices skyrocketed.   So i f  that  makes sense in  

a way that  i t  is  a l l  about  supply and demand.   So even i f  we 

remove a la rge conta inment  of  supply,  there was st i l l  

enough to feed the market  in  the  sense that  the pr ice d id  10 

not  escalate that  much.   I  hope tha t  answers your quest ion ,  

Chai r.    

CHAIRPERSON :    But  how does that  feed in to other  forms 

of  cr ime?  You said i t  is  the root  cause of  most  c r imes.    

COLONEL STEYN :    Other  forms of  c r ime,  Commissioner,  

people would steal  and would rob.   I  mean,  even wi th in 

fami l ies.   I  somet imes a lso  deal  wi th  the  Socia l  Cr ime 

Prevent ion ind iv iduals at  s tat ion level  where fami l ies are 

being torn apart  because fami ly  members that  are drug 

users would steal  f rom thei r  own fami ly  to  feed thei r  habi t .    20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Thank you,  Commissioner.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Co lonel .   Can you turn to  

the next  sect ion,  which is  the chal lenges that  you face in  

narcot ics invest igat ions,  and that  is  f rom paragraph 26 to 
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35?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Would you l ike  me to cont inue on that?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  p lease.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Okay.   Dur ing the course of  my dut ies,  

I  have ident i f ied  severa l  chal lenges re lat ing to narcot ic  

invest igat ion.   One such chal lenge is  the delay that  the  

invest igators are exper iencing to obta in the analys is  reports  

f rom FSL,  the Forensic Science Laboratory.   This process,  

the analys is p rocess,  might  take months for  the 

invest igators to  actual ly  receive an analys is report  or  212 10 

statement  to  ind icate i f  these are  indeed drugs and what  

type of  drugs i t  is  that  has been seized.   The fur ther  

chal lenge re lates to the …[intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Let  me pause you there,  Colonel .   So 

the analys is repor t  that  we are  ta lk ing  about  here  is  a report  

that  establ ishes that  what  was seized is  indeed narcot ics  

and,  two,  what  fo rm of  narcot ics i t  is ,  whether  i t  i s  Cocaine 

or  Mandrax …[intervenes] .  

COLONEL STEYN :    Hero in or  whatever.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Hero in or  whatever.   That  is  the  20 

analys is.    

COLONEL STEYN :    That  is  indeed correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you say that  th is  may take severa l  

months.   What  is  the reason for  that?  What  is  the  reason 

for  that  longer tu rnaround t ime?   
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COLONEL STEYN :    I t  has been expla ined to us tha t ,  a t  the 

end of  the  day,  i t  is  the work load that  the Forensic Science 

Laboratory s i t s  wi th .   I  th ink that  expla ins i t  in  a nutshel l .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And we are going to return to  th is  when 

we look at  i t  spec i f ica l l y  in  the Aeroton,  the Booysens case.    

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  ma 'am.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thanks.   Cont inue wi th the next  

paragraph.    

COLONEL STEYN :    The fu r ther  chal lenge re lat ing to ,  o r  

one of  the fur ther  chal lenges re la tes to the t ransportat ion  10 

and safeguard ing  of  narcot ics exhib i t s .   There are other  

chal lenges.   There is  a lso a  shortage in  terms of  

exper ienced,  sk i l led invest igators wi th in the SANEB 

envi ronment .   In  addi t ion to th is  …[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sorry,  Colonel .  

COLONEL STEYN :    Commissioner?    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Could you,  on the chal lenge re la t ing to  

t ransportat ion,  can you just  e laborate a b i t  what ,  in  fact ,  is  

the issue?  And I  ask because wi th the previous wi tness 

re lat ing to the Port  Shepstone ,  the  test imony about  the Port  20 

Shepstone drug bust ,  we were in formed that  the  

t ransportat ion involved a t rack -and- t race team, and I  th ink 

made up of  TRT members,  i f  I  am not  mistaken,  and we 

were to ld that  tha t  is ,  in  fact ,  proper.   That  i s  what  happens.   

So when you say there is  a chal lenge,  what ,  in  fact ,  is  the  
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concern there?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Commissioner,  the issue is  that  –  i f  I  

can star t  wi th  the t ransportat ion f i rs t ?  I  th ink you have 

ind icated i t  correct ly.   Especia l l y  i f  you have a large 

consignment  of  exhib i t s  that  was taken ,  I  th ink the good 

Advocate re lated  to or  ment ioned the issue of  the st reet  

va lue of  those exhib i t s .   And then you have to make ext ra 

secur i t y  and safe ty p lans that  you have to have in  p lace to 

actual ly  secure those exhib i t s  when i t  is  t ransported f rom 

point  A to point  B.   Does that  answer that  par t?   Sorry,  10 

Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  am not  qui te  sure.   I  th ink what ,  on the  

face of  i t ,  when you say there is  a chal lenge re lat ing to  

t ransportat ion,  i t  would e i ther  suggest  you do not  have 

enough resources,  as in  people being avai lab le.   I f  there is 

a t rack-and- t race,  that  is  the i r  job to do.   You may be 

suggest ing,  possib ly,  that  you f ind  many t imes you do not  

have suff ic ient  people to  do that .  

 I t  may be a concern about  the vehic les,  that  you do 

not  have specia l ised vehic les to  t ransport  those k inds of  20 

th ings.   So I  am t ry ing to understand what  pract ica l l y  i s  the  

concern,  and is  i t  a  concern that  is  capable of  being f ixed,  

and i f  so,  how?  That  i s  behind my quest ion.    

COLONEL STEYN :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   The issue 

is  that  fo r  a long t ime,  we d id  not  have the cor rect  vehic les.   
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The DPCI has now obta ined armoured vehic les,  which wi l l  

make that  a lo t  easier.   And i f  I  can take the Commissioner 

back in to the t ime of  th is  operat ion,  remember i t  was dur ing 

COVID t imes,  and there was a  number of  cha l lenges 

because most  ent i t ies operated on skeleton staff .  

 So to  get  ext ra people l ike the  l ikes of  the TRT,  the  

Highway Pat ro l ,  the Fly ing Squad,  to  assist  one in  actual ly  

safeguard ing these exhib i t s  was a chal lenge at  that  t ime,  

but  that  has a lso bet tered f rom then to now in terms of  

avai lab i l i ty.   I f  I  would,  for  example ,  have to t ranspor t  these 10 

exhib i ts  now,  the  TRT teams wi th in the d i f fe rent  precincts 

have been –  how can I  put  i t?    

 There were more people a l located to those sect ions 

that  i s  able to  assist  us.   So at  the t ime of  th is  speci f ic  

Aeroton operat ion,  i t  was a cha l lenge,  but  i t  is  get t ing  

bet te r  by the day,  Commissioner.   Thank you.   Thank you,  

Commissioner.    

 The second or  the fo l lowing chal lenge is  the lack of  

exper ience and dedicated prosecutors capable of  deal ing 

wi th sophist i cated narcot ic  prosecut ions.   The other  20 

chal lenge concerns the …[intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Colonel ,  i f  I  can pause you on that ?  

Could you just  expla in what  you mean by exper ienced or  

dedicated prosecutors?  Are you suggest ing that  there  

should be a un i t  wi th in the NPA that  i s  dedicated to 
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narcot ics?  Or what  speci f ica l l y  a re you ta lk ing about  here  

and what  k ind of  exper ience are you saying is  lacking?   

COLONEL STEYN :    In  my opin ion,  on that  speci f ic  point ,  

Commissioners,  i s  that ,  for  example,  you have specia l ised –  

w i th in the NPA envi ronment ,  you have spec ia l ised 

prosecutors deal ing wi th,  for  example,  f raud,  and there is  

even specia l  f raud courts and the l ike.   Excuse me.  

 So at  the end of  the day,  i t  would be ideal ,  and I  

know we do not  l ive in  an ideal  wor ld,  i t  would be ideal  i f  

one can have prosecutors that  actual ly  go  through some of  10 

these narcot ic  t ra in ing  wi th us so  that  they  are very much 

aware of  the chal lenges we s i t  wi th .    

 I  mean,  i f  I  can,  for  example,  take the whole issue 

surrounding Cannabis  these days.   Wi th the Cannabis Act  

and the Cannabis Amendment  Act ,  i t  is  a lways –  wel l ,  not  

a lways,  but  i t  is  for  the most  par t  a  chal lenge to actual ly  get  

some of  these cases p laced on the  court  ra i l .   And when we 

have specia l i sed prosecutors,  i t  would make our  job much 

easier.   And,  I  mean,  people say,  ja ,  Cannabis  i s  not  a –  I  

know in Europe they cal l  i t  a  Class B drug,  but  i t  i s  where 20 

drug use star ts  at ,  Cannabis .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  you would agree that  what  i s  

essent ia l  for  successfu l  prosecut ion at  root  is  invest igat ion,  

proper invest igat ion?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Absolute ly.   And that  is  why I  a lso  
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ment ioned ear l ie r  the specia l i sed t ra in ing that ,  in  my 

humble opin ion,  is  suggest ing in  terms of  the sk i l ls  o f  

SANEB members  that  should be escalated,  and fur ther  

t ra in ing and constant  t ra in ing  on the la test  developments 

wi th in th is  envi ronment  of  i l l ic i t  drug t rade and so for th,  ja .   

So I  would agree wi th you,  yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  thank you.   You were at  

paragraph 31.    

COLONEL STEYN :    Paragraph 31 :  

“Another  chal lenge is  the porousness of  10 

the borders of  our  Republ ic ,  inc luding  

land and mar i t ime borders.   South  Af r ica 

has approximate ly 72 border  posts ,  which 

creates a substant ia l  po l i c ing chal lenge 

in  re lat ion to drug t raff i ck ing.   We a lso 

have a very extensive coast l ine  in  the  

Republ ic  that  fur ther  fac i l i ta tes the 

t ransfer  of  d rugs,  for  example,  

consignments o f  drugs f rom larger  

vessels to  smal ler  vessels. ”  20 

And these smal le r  vessels can then go ashore at  very smal l  

harbours or  even on the beach,  fo r  that  mat ter,  i f  that  c raf t  

is  smal l  enough.   The fur ther  chal lenge is  the chal lenge 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can I  just ,  sorry again,  Colone l ,  I  am 
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sorry to  keep in ter rupt ing you.   Can you expla in how that  

would take p lace?  How there wou ld be a t ransfer  o f  a  drug 

consignment  f rom –  I  mean,  when you say a larger  vessel ,  

are you ta lk ing about  la rge conta iner  sh ipments?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    How would the t ransfer  of  drugs take 

p lace between those k ind of  vessels and smal ler  vessels 

that  are able to  then sor t  o f  dock at  a  smal l  harbour or  on a 

beach?   

COLONEL STEYN :    I f  we can,  for  example,  s tay wi th the 10 

Cocaine br icks that  we are deal ing wi th in  terms of  the  

Aeroton th ing?  So what  they do is  they manufacture or  

come up wi th a f loat ing device.   And th is  f loat ing device is  

then packed wi th  these br icks.   I t  would not  be the 700  

k i lograms,  fo r  example.    

 I t  would be a smal le r  consignment  of  20 -odd 

k i lograms that  is  then p laced onto th is  f loat ing device.   And 

th is  f loat ing device is  l i tera l l y  jus t  by corrupt  seamen on 

that  vessel  just  thrown overboard .   And they somet imes 

even go as fa r  as  have a t ransponder on th is  f loat ing  device 20 

that  the smal le r  vessel 's  crew can p ick up on and then t race 

th is  f loat ing device and then upl i f t  i t  f rom the sea i t se l f .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   Okay,  and we are  

vulnerable to  th is  because we are a  coasta l  count ry.    

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  ma 'am.  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Paragraph 33.    

COLONEL STEYN :     

“A fur ther  chal lenge concerns leg is la t ion 

re lat ing to narcot ics exhib i t s .   A t  present ,  

narcot ics exhib i t s  must  genera l ly  be  

reta ined unt i l  f ina l isat ion of  the cr iminal  

proceedings,  and that  p rocess can take 

years. ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Are you expand ing on that  paragraph or  

are you moving on?  Can you just  expla in that  paragraph as 10 

wel l?   You say that  the exhib i t s  must  be reta ined unt i l  

f ina l i sat ion.    

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And the process can take years.    

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So i t  is  …[ intervenes] .  

COLONEL STEYN :    The process of  f ina l is ing the court  

case.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Of  the court  case?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  i t  is  a  long per iod of  t ime to hold on 

to the narcot ics is  the chal lenge tha t  you are ta lk ing about .  

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  Commissioner,  and obviously the 

avai lab i l i t y  of  s torage is  a chal lenge in  that  regard.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And are a l l  o f  these narcot ics s tored at  
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the Forensic Sciences Laboratory?   

COLONEL STEYN :    A l l  o f  them are stored,  but  no t  p lants.   

And i f  I  mean p lants,  the Cat  p lant  and Cannabis  p lants are  

not  s tored at  forensics.   But  the  powder and tab let  form 

narcot ics are  indeed being stored at  forensics,  

Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So i f  the chal lenge is  the leg is la t ion,  

that  is  what  you are point ing out  to  be the problem,  that  the 

leg is la t ion requi res that  they be reta ined,  what  would be 

your so lut ion to the problem?   10 

COLONEL STEYN :    Solut ion conta ins in  the  next  

paragraph.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  before the solut ion,  what  you have 

just  sa id,  Colone l ,  is  at  odds wi th the evidence that  we 

heard last  week.   Last  week,  I  wi l l  not  remember who the  

speci f ic  off icer  was,  but  amongst  the off icers,  someone was 

pushing for  the urgent  dest ruct ion  or  d isposal  o f  what  was 

bel ieved to be Cocaine.    

 I  say what  was bel ieved because no test ing had 

been done by FSL at  that  s tage.   And I  am wonder ing,  in  my 20 

mind,  when you say that  the drugs should be kept  unt i l  the 

court  p rocess has been f ina l ised,  I  am wonder ing how i t  is  

and what  basis these off i cers wou ld have been pushing fo r  

dest ruct ion or  d isposal .  

COLONEL STEYN :    One can only,  in  my exper ience,  
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Commissioner,  one can only dest ruct  and dest roy these 

narcot ics af ter  the court  case.   Reason being,  throughout  

the court  case,  the Defence can ask to actual ly  see these 

exhib i ts .    

CHAIRPERSON :    And maybe test  them for  themselves as  

wel l .  

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  s i r.    

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    So is  i t  that  as a mat ter  of  law or  

inst ruct ion,  p rotocol ,  such exhib i t s  may not  be dest royed 10 

unt i l  the case ends?   

COLONEL STEYN :    I  am not  sure  i f  i t  is  law.   I  speak under  

correct ion,  Commissioner.   But  i t  i s  an inst ruct ion  because 

at  the end of  the day,  i f  those exhib i ts  are asked fo r  by the  

defence and we are not  able to  produce them, tha t  might  

def in i te ly  harm our case in  cour t ,  Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    So an off i cer  who asks the laboratory 

whether  a procedure and whether  these can be dest royed 

before the t r ia l  had run,  knowingly speaks against  the  

inst ruct ion.   I  mean,  i f  there is  an inst ruct ion.    20 

COLONEL STEYN :    In  my opin ion,  yes,  Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am just  th ink ing nobody had been 

ar rested in  the mat ter  I  am referr ing to,  but  i t  was only  

about  f ive months.   Where you do not  a rrest  any suspects,  
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what  are the prescr ip ts?  When do you g ive up and when do 

you then dest roy?  What  is  the t ime l ine?   

COLONEL STEYN :    I  do not  th ink there is  a speci f ic  

t imel ine,  Commissioner.   That  wi l l  depend on the progress 

wi th in the invest igat ion.   I f  you have done a l l  your  due 

d i l igence in  terms of  your  invest igat ion and you can real ly 

not  ar rest  anyone on that  speci f ic  case in  te rms of  

ownership,  i f  you would,  fo r  th is  narcot ics,  then an off icer  

can make a dest ruct ion order  and the dest ruct ion order  i s 

then forwarded to  FSL fo r  execut ion of  the dest ruct ion.    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    So that  is  probably what  makes the 

d i f ference between what  you say to be the prescr ip t  on  

keeping and for  how long and what  happened here.    

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you very much,  Colonel .  

COLONEL STEYN :    Thank you,  Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  the s i tuat ion at  present  is  that  the  

inst ruct ions are that  i t  must  be reta ined,  r ight?   

COLONEL STEYN :    I f  there is  a running court  case,  yes.  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   Okay,  so you can cont inue wi th  

what  you have p icked up in  your  s tudy of  o ther  ju r isd ict ions  

at  paragraph 34.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Thank you,  Commissioners .   In  severa l  

fore ign jur isd ict ions,  to  i n ter  a l ia  inc lude most  EU count r ies,  
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the USA,  South Amer ica,  Aust ra las ia,  there is  leg is la t ion  

that  permi ts the  retent ion of  representat ive  samples for  

ev idence purposes and a lso for  the analys is o f  these 

exhib i ts .   And then the rest  of  the consignment  is  then 

dest royed.   So a smal le r  number of  the exhib i t s  is  then 

kept ,  which would make the storage thereof  much easier.   

And I  would love to see such leg is la t ion in  South Af r ica.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   The next  sect ion  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Before you do that ,  Colonel ,  you have 10 

not  l is ted as a  chal lenge the detect ion par t  o f  drugs,  

whether  c landest ine laborator ies or  these ones that  come in 

f rom outs ide.   Is  i t  because you are sat is f ied that  there is  

suff i c ient  capaci ty  and abi l i ty,  both  the tools and the  human 

capabi l i t y  wi th in  the pol ice,  and there is  no ident i f iab le 

areas fo r  improvements?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Commissioner,  to  answer you on that ,  

we have successes,  but  I  wi l l  never  be sat is f ied wi th where 

we current ly  s tand.   I  can,  for  example,  we now recent ly,  my 

uni t ,  wi th  the ass istance of  Cr ime Inte l l igence,  have p icked 20 

up in format ion of  qui te  a la rge Cannabis  fa rm.   And the 

issue wi th these drug laborator ies is  i t  is  run on a very  

c landest ine,  in  a  very c landest ine form of  fashion.   This 

farm was,  fo r  example,  on the –  sor ry  fo r  my –  in  the 

bundus,  and i t  is  not  p icked up very easi ly.  
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 And,  ja ,  I  would  agree wi th you that  i t  is  a lso a  

chal lenge,  the detect ion of  these drug laborator ies.   For  the 

most  par t ,  Crysta l  Meth  laborator ies,  one can run out  of  

your  garage at  your  house.   And,  ja ,  we have p icked up 

some of  those as wel l .   So,  ja ,  the  detect ion,  you are qui te  

r ight ,  Commissioner,  that  would a lso be a chal lenge,  the 

proper detect ion of  th is .    

 And i f  you say that  I  am sat is f ied,  am I  sat is f ied?  I  

wi l l  never  be sat is f ied unt i l  we root  a l l  o f  th is  out ,  

Commissioner.   So i t  is  indeed a chal lenge.   You are qui te  10 

r ight ,  Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  th ink,  Colonel ,  th is  i s  why the next  

sect ion becomes important ,  and i t  i s  re lated to  

Commissioner  B aloy i 's  quest ion.   Because par t  o f  the 

detect ion is  l inked to the invest iga t ions,  r ight?  And so i t  is  

not  just  about  invest igat ive capac i ty.   I t  is  about  whether  

the invest igators actual ly  become compl ic i t  and par t  o f  the  

cr ime i t se l f ,  which I  understand to be one of  the cha l lenges,  

in  fact ,  that  is  why we are here today to ta lk  about  th is  20 

case.   Am I  correct  to  descr ibe i t  in  that  way?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Unfor tunate ly,  that  is  indeed correct ,  

Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So th is  next  sect ion on the r ip -on- r ip -off  

method,  which the Commissioners  have a lso heard  a l i t t le 
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b i t  about  f rom,  I  th ink,  Major  General  F lynn,  is  a  method 

that  was used in  the case that  we are going to be deal ing  

wi th,  the Aeroton case.    

COLONEL STEYN :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And is  i t  correc t  that  that  method works  

only i f  there is  in f i l t ra t ion by law enforcement?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Unfor tunate ly so.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can you descr ibe now,  f rom paragraph 

36,  that  method?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Excuse me.   I t  is  our  understanding 10 

that  narcot ics are f requent ly  concealed in  so -cal led 

leg i t imate cargo consignments.   This concealment  takes 

p lace in  the count ry of  o r ig in  where those conta iners are  

packed.   That  is  where the so -cal led r ip -on par t  o f  th is  

modus operandi  comes to the  fore,  where drugs are 

concealed.    

 The Aeroton case,  for  example,  i t  was a conta iner  

conta in ing  body par ts for  Scania  t rucks.   Scania does not  

have a manufactur ing p lant  in  South Af r ica but  an assembly  

p lant  in  South Af r ica.   And because of  the issue that  these 20 

conta iners move a lo t  a t  sea,  there is  a space le f t  between 

the door of  the conta iner  and the body par ts i tse l f .    

 And that  cavi ty  is  a metre,  just  over  a met re wide.   

And then we are of  the opin ion and of  the bel ie f ,  based on 

what  we have p icked up and a lso d iscussed wi th  
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co l leagues,  as I  ind icated ear l ie r,  f rom other  fore ign law 

enforcement  agencies,  is  that  when that  conta iner  then is  

moved f rom the owner or  the  person that  rents th is  

conta iner  towards the por t  where  the conta iner  is  sh ipped 

f rom,  in  that  process or  in  that  route,  that  conta iner  is  

d iver ted and i t  happens very quick ly.  

 That  is  why the r ip  par t  o f  the r ip -on is  ment ioned 

there.   Then what  happens is  that  th is  d rug consignment  is 

then p laced in  that  cavi ty.   Dupl icate seals are then 

manufactured and the conta iner  i s  sealed again  because the 10 

seal  number of  a  conta iner  must  cor respond wi th the  

shipping mani fest  o f  that  speci f i c  conta iner.    

 That  conta iner  is  then p laced on a vessel  and in  

th is  Aeroton case,  the vessel  le f t  f rom the por t  o f  Santos in  

Brazi l ,  where the  Scania manufactur ing p lant  is  in  Brazi l .   

So,  i t  was t ransported f rom th is  p lant  to  the por t  o f  Santos 

and f rom the por t  o f  Santos i t  came to South Af r ica ,  being  

Durban in  KZN.  

 Then,  as was ind icated,  th is  drug syndicates then 

have to employ some or  other  person wi th in law 20 

enforcement ,  be that  the pol ice,  be that  customs,  SARS or  

the l i ke,  so that  they can t ry  and stop th is  conta iner  f rom 

going i ts  normal  route to  a l low them to do the  r ip -off .   

Where another  set  of  seals is  then again used to seal  the 

conta iner  again as soon as they r ip -off  th is  consignment  of  
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drugs and then the conta iner  goes on i t s  merry way to the  

end user  of  the leg i t imate cargo wi th in the conta iner.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Could you provide an example  of  how 

that  would happen at  the level  o f  customs and SARS 

enforcement?  How is  i t  that  customs off i c ia ls  would  be able  

to  take cont ro l  undetected?  I f  you are able to  just  provide 

an example for  us  to  understand.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Commissioners,  what  happens is  that  

when these conta iners land in  our  por ts and a customs or  

pol i ce off i cer  has in format ion or  bel ieves that  there is  10 

something i l l i c i t  in  th is  conta iner,  they put  a hold or  s top on 

th is  conta iner,  th is  conta iner  is  then moved to a bond yard  

where a subsequent  inspect ion takes p lace of  the content  of  

th is  conta iner.    

 Documentat ion is  then completed.   Say for  example  

they f ind noth ing,  the documentat ion is  completed and i t  is  

sealed wi th pol ice seals again,  documentat ion wi th the new 

seal  numbers a lso added then to the  shipping  mani fest  and 

then i t  goes away.  

 In  the case of  the i l l i c i t  s ide and the cr iminal  20 

e lement  wi th in the law enforcement  envi ronment ,  they would  

remove at  the bond yard,  they would remove by r ipp ing off  

th is  drug consignment ,  they would  remove i t  and they would 

seal  i t  again to  say that  we found noth ing and they then 

would d is t r ibute  i t  to  the drug syndicates fo r  fur ther 
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d is t r ibut ion.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Advocate Hassim,  can I  just  ask a  

genera l  quest ion?  Good morning,  Colonel  Steyn.    

COLONEL STEYN :    Morning,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    What  happens when conta iners get  to  

a por t  o f  dest inat ion in  South Af r ica?  Are they a l l  searched 

or  do you do a random sampl ing  or  do you only  search 

those where you have received,  le t  us say a t ip -off  that  

there might  be something i l l i c i t  in  that  conta iner?   What  

happens,  what  is  the procedure when say conta iners f rom 10 

Brazi l ,  50 of  them f rom Mexico,  50 of  them land at  a  por t  in  

Durban?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Commissioner,  the por t  o f  Durban,  and 

as I  ind icated we have a number of  por ts,  the por t  o f  

Durban on an average day,  that  t ime when we had a look at  

i t ,  deal  wi th  I  th ink about  4  000 to 4  500 conta iners a day.   

So i t  would make i t  a  task that  is  not  humanly poss ib le to  

l i tera l l y  check every conta iner.    

 I  know that  years ago there used to be scanning 

devices,  fo r  lack of  a  bet ter  explanat ion,  i t  was huge x - ray  20 

machines that  can scan these conta iners,  but  I  am not  sure,  

I  do not  th ink those are in  operat ion any longer.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So we do not  search a l l  the 

conta iners?  We only search those where you have 

in format ion that  there might  be something in  i t?    
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COLONEL STEYN :    Indeed,  Commissioner.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Colonel .   So,  that  concludes 

I  th ink your sect ion then up to  paragraph 40,  and the  

important  point  there that  you make at  the end is  the  

involvement  of  corrupt  off ic ia ls  that  make i t  possib le for  the  

drugs to then enter  the market .    

COLONEL STEYN :    Ja.   Commissioners,  in  my humble 

opin ion,  I  do not  th ink these syndicates would be able to  

deal  wi th  the r ip -on-r ip-off  method i f  corrupt  off ic ia ls  are not  10 

involved.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Your next  sect ion deals wi th the  Scania 

consignment  invest igat ion,  and th is  i s  not  a wr i t ten.   So we 

heard last  week that  Port  Shepstone,  which a lso took p lace 

in  Ju ly 2021,  June 2021.   Pardon me,  22 n d  o f  June 2021.   

Then we have the Aeroton case,  which we are going to 

come to,  which took p lace on 9 Ju ly 2021.   But  in  th is  

sect ion,  you ta lk  about  yet  another  drug seizure,  which took 

p lace at  the end o f  Ju ly 2021.  

COLONEL STEYN :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.    20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can you just  address that  be fore we 

move on to Aeroton?  Thank you.    

COLONEL STEYN :    Dur ing the course of  the Booysens 

case,  which took p lace in  Aeroton,  Aeroton is  par t  o f  the 

Booysens pol ice  precinct .   Dur ing that  invest iga t ion,  we 
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constant ly  had contact  wi th  the r i sk management  people of  

Scania.   And then to the la t ter  par t  o f  Ju ly,  i t  was the last  

week of  Ju ly,  i f  my memory serves me wel l ,  I  go t  a ca l l  

f rom,  at  that  t ime,  the r i sk manager of  Scania  and he 

ind icated to me that  there was a  conta iner  that  came in to  

the harbour.  

 So what  happens i f  a  conta iner  comes in ,  the  

t ransport  company upl i f ts  i t  f rom the harbour.   I t  is  then 

taken to the i r  depot .   From thei r  depot ,  t ransport  

ar rangements is  then made throughout  the  count ry where  10 

th is  speci f ic  conta iner  needs to go  to.  

 And at  that  depot ,  th is  r isk manager  ind icated to me 

that  there was a lo t  o f  po l ice in terest  in  th is  speci f ic  

conta iner.   Because conta iners,  I  th ink i t  has got  a 17 -d ig i t  

un ique number,  every conta iner  in  the wor ld.   I  th ink  i t  is  17 

d ig i t s .   I  am speaking under cor rect ion ,  but  i t  has got  a 

unique ident i f icat ion number.    

 And th is  speci f i c  conta iner,  there was a lo t  o f  law 

enforcement  in te rest  around th is  conta iner  and he then 

requested,  because of  the issue o f  the 9 t h  o f  Ju ly,  he then 20 

requested that ,  can the DPCI not  get  involved in  th is ,  to  

come to th is  yard  of  the t ransporter  to  actual ly  deal  wi th  the  

mat ter  so that  there is  no  other  law enforcement  

involvement  in to th is  conta iner.   Can I  cont inue?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Why DPCI  and not  other  law 
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enforcement?  What  was the concern?   

COLONEL STEYN :    I  th ink,  my opin ion,  my opin ion is  that  

Scania was happy wi th the way that  we deal t  wi th  the  

Booysens,  the Aeroton case.   And there was sor t  o f  a  t rust  

bui l t  between the  Scania r i sk -management  people and the 

DPCI.   So hence the cal l  f rom thei r  s ide and assistance 

requested speci f ica l l y  f rom the DPCI.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And that  was one tonne of  Cocaine in 

that  shot .    

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.   I f  I  can just ,  would you l i ke me to  10 

just  cont inue that?   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sure.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Advocate.   

What  happened then was that ,  as I  ment ioned ear l ie r,  I  

worked through Br igadier  Naicker ,  our  Nat ional  Coordinator.   

And in  that  way,  I  connected,  because I  was up here,  and 

because the threat ,  i f  I  can cal l  i t  that  th reat  in  inver ted 

commas,  was imminent  down in  KZN.   I  had to make contact  

wi th  my col leagues in  KZN who was actual ly  on,  or  very  

c lose to the scene at  that  s tage.  20 

 So through Br igadier  Naicker ,  I  got  hold of  the  

SANEB coord inators that  s ide and the SANEB team that  

s ide,  and I  l inked them and the r isk managers of  the Scania  

people,  I  l inked them up wi th one another.   As th ings would 

happen,  Br igadier  Naicker  was a lso  on an unre lated mat ter,  
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a lso down in  KZN,  and he promised that  he would go to the 

scene h imsel f .    

 And i t  was s imi lar  to  the Scania  one,  i t  was a lso  

body par ts,  and in  that  cavi ty  between the par ts and the 

door of  the conta iner,  they uncovered 999  k i lograms of  

Cocaine br icks that  was reported then to me la ter.   And yes,  

so  i t  is  indeed correct ,  i t  i s  basica l ly  a tonne that  they d id  

uncover there,  Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And d id these a lso or ig inate in  Brazi l?    

COLONEL STEYN :    Same port ,  ja .   They in formed me i t  10 

was a lso f rom the por t  o f  Santos in  Brazi l .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And what  happened to that  tonne of  

Cocaine and that  invest igat ion?   

COLONEL STEYN :    I  am not  sure what  happened to the 

invest igat ion per  se,  but  that  Cocaine,  through the 

in tervent ion of  Br igadier  Naicker ,  he is  at  our  DPCI head 

off ice,  through h is in tervent ion,  the Cocaine was the very  

next  morning brought  up to Forensic Science Laboratory  

here in  Pretor ia .   But  I  am not  sure  where that  invest igat ion  

ended up and what  was the outcome.    20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  the drugs are at  the FSL?   

COLONEL STEYN :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV BALOYI  SC :    Is  SANEB the only  narcot ics 

enforcement  team across the whole  of  law enforcement?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Commissioner,  no.   There is ,  I  cannot  
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ta lk  for  other  provinces,  but  Gauteng a lso has a Provincia l  

Invest igat ion Uni t .   That  Provincia l  Invest igat ion Uni t  is  par t  

o f  the,  i f  I  can cal l  them, SAPS Detect ives,  no t  DPCI  

Detect ives and they a lso do indeed deal  wi th  narcot ic  

cases,  but  usual ly  the drug labs i tse l f  i s  the mandate of  the 

DPCI.    

 And usual ly  when there is  major  drug busts,  the 

DPCI wi l l  in  some way,  form or  fashion,  a lso be involved in  

that  invest igat ion.   But  I  th ink now recent ly  you would have 

heard over  the news that  there was a b ig drug bust  at  the 10 

a i rpor t  as wel l ,  by Customs and the l i ke.   And I  th ink that  

the detect ives tha t  s ide was deal ing  wi th that  speci f i c  case.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  th ink just  to  expla in why I  asked the 

quest ion.   I t  is  to  see whether,  is  there a reason that  you 

should  not  have a  SANEB kind of  way wi th every  drug bust ,  

that  SANEB gets ca l led to the  scene.   And I  ask  the 

quest ion because of  what  happened wi th the Port  

Shepstone seizure  and then la ter  Aeroton,  that  you have a l l  

these,  for  example wi th Aeroton you have got  t ra ff ic  

off icers,  someone f rom Traff i c  Department  who gets 20 

involved wi th that .    

 And i t  would seem to me on the face of  i t ,  that  i f  

there is  a cent ra l  po int  to  ca l l  to  the scene before anyth ing 

is  done,  an inst i tu t ion such as  –  a  team such as SANEB 

would be the appropr ia te body.   So you have one cent ra l  
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body.   Do you have any comment  about  that?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Commissioner,  that  would be the ideal .   

Unfor tunate ly we do not  l ive in  the  ideal  wor ld.   That  would 

be the ideal .   But  as I  ment ioned dur ing the chal lenges,  the 

issue of  manpower wi th in the SANEB envi ronment  can be a  

chal lenge i f  that  happens.   Because,  you know,  you get  your  

smal le r  d rug bust ,  10  grams here and 20 grams there,  which 

wi l l  to ta l l y  over load the SANEB personnel .   But  i t  would be 

ideal  i f  one could have enough manpower for  one cent ra l  

po int ,  yes.   I  would agree wi th you,  Commissioner.  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And I  suppose,  Colonel ,  to  the  

Commissioner 's  quest ion,  I  can see how i t  would become 

overwhelming i f  i t  was for  every s ingle,  but  there cou ld be a  

threshold at  which i t  is  appropr ia te for  SANEB to be the 

coord inat ing  body to  respond very expedi t iously  to  the 

scene,  because of  the s ize  o f  the seizure and the  

consequences i f  that  cr ime scene is  not  managed proper ly.   

So the a l ternat ive would be to have a threshold amount .   I  

do not  know what  that  would be,  but  would that  be a  20 

possib i l i ty?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Commissioners,  yes.   At  the end of  the  

day,  when you ta lk  about  a b ig consignment  and speci f ica l l y  

something l i ke Heroin  or  Cocaine that  i s  not  grown in  South  

Af r ica,  the p lant  i tse l f  is  not  grown in  South Af r ica ,  i t  is  a  
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s i tuat ion where these drug t raff ick ing then happens across 

in ternat ional  borders.   And as soon as that  happens,  i t  

would be a DPCI  mat ter,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  thank you.   So the next  sect ion  

now is  the  Aeroton scene.   Can you begin  at  paragraph 46,  

and we wi l l  just  go through th is  a l i t t le  more s lowly now.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Okay.   Thank you,  Commissioners.   

What  I  am stat ing in  paragraph 46 is  based on,  f i rs t ly,  the 

knowledge that  I  p icked up dur ing my par t ic ipat ion in  the  

in i t ia l  invest igat ion,  my in teract ion wi th the Invest igat ing 10 

Off icer  as he was work ing under my command at  tha t  s tage.  

 I  a lso,  as the Team Leader  fo r  that  sect ion or  that  

team, d id the docket  inspect ion for  the most  par t  a t  the  

ear ly  stage.   I t  was a lso based on reports that  I  read that  

in ter  a l ia  inc luded that  of  General  Gerber and that  of  IPID.    

 So I  can expla in what  happened was that ,  and i f  the 

Commissioner can just  bear wi th me,  I  cannot  reca l l  a l l  the 

speci f ic  names,  so I  do not  know i f  I  am going to pronounce 

i t  cor rect ly.   But  dur ing the morning  of ,  i t  actual ly  s ta r ted on 

the 8 t h  o f  Ju ly,  the n ight  of  the  8 t h  o f  Ju ly,  when th is  20 

Gauteng Traff i c  Chief ,  Mr Mashaba,  made enqui r ies at  the  

yard of  the t ransport  company.    

 So again,  when th is  conta iner  wou ld ar r ive f rom,  in  

th is  case,  f rom KZN,  and i t  ar r i ves  af ter  off i ce hours,  i f  you 

would,  o f  the recip ient  or  the owner of  the content  of  th is ,  
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that  conta iner  would be kept  at  the yard of  the t ransport  

company and taken to the i r  c l ient  the very next  morning 

wi th in off i ce hours.    

 So,  that  conta iner  was there that  evening,  and what  

then happened was that  th is  t ra ff ic  off ic ia l  made enqui r ies 

about  the conta iner  and he was to ld that  they cannot  assist  

h im because he d id  not  have a  search warrant .   They 

cannot  assist  h im,  but  he is  more than welcome to be there 

the next  morning  when th is  conta iner  is  moved to Scania to  

then deal  wi th  Scania because Scania was thei r  c l ient ,  and 10 

then make fu r ther  arrangements wi th Scania.    

 On the 9 t h  o f  Ju ly in  the morning,  that  conta iner  

was then moved to the premises of  Scania.   The yard of  the  

t ransporter  was in  Roodekop,  which is  in  the  east  of  

Johannesburg,  and Aeroton is  more just  to  the south of  

Johannesburg i tse l f ,  and i t  was then moved there  in  the  

morning,  and then Mr Mabasa c la imed that  he contacted 

cer ta in pol ice off icers.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    You mean Mr Mashaba?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Sor ry,  Mashaba.   My apologies,  20 

Commissioners.   He c la imed that  he contacted cer ta in 

pol ice off i cers to  assist  h im  …[intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sorry,  Colonel ,  le t  me just ,  before you 

move to 46.2 .   46 .1.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes?  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Refers to  Mr  Nku,  who contacted Mr 

Mashaba.   Now,  who is  he?   

COLONEL STEYN :    I f  my memory serves me wel l ,  he was 

an in formant  to  Mr Mashaba.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So he is  a c iv i l ian?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And he is  an in formant?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And do you know,  having been involved 

in  the invest igat ions,  why he would  contact  the Traff i c  Chief  10 

instead of  someone more senior  in  the SAPS or  w ho works 

at  SANEB?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Commissioners,  I  would  not  have an 

answer why he would do that .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so he gets contacted,  Mr  

Mashaba gets contacted by a c iv i l ian wi th in format ion about  

drugs that  are conta ined,  that  are on the conta iner,  and 

then you say they then go to the s i te  where the t ruck  is  wi th  

the conta iner.    

COLONEL STEYN :    Correct .    20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    And now you go to 46.2,  and he says 

that  he contacted Mr Mashaba,  other  pol i ce off i cers to  

assist .  

COLONEL STEYN :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    When d id he contact  those pol ice  
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o ff icers?   

COLONEL STEYN :    As fa r  as I  can recal l ,  he contacted 

them on the morn ing of  the 9 t h  for  assistance.   Some of  the  

people that  he contacted apparent ly  were not  able to  assist  

h im,  and then he wai ted at  Yel low Jersey.   Now,  Yel low 

Jersey is  the name of  the t ransport  company that  

t ransported the  conta iner  f rom KZN to Gauteng and then to 

the end user  being Scania.    

 And I  a lso stated here that  there was an  

unsuccessfu l  a t tempt  to  search the  conta iner  as I  ind icated,  10 

the people at  Yel low Jersey ind ica ted to h im that  he does 

not  have a search warrant ,  so he must  rather  deal  wi th  the  

end user  being Scania.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  Yel low Jersey is  the t ransport  

log ist i cs company?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And the t ruck was in i t ia l l y  at  the i r  

premises in  Roodekop,  you said?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Correct ,  Commissioner.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and he says he contacted an 20 

Off icer  Popungwana [?]  for  assistance.   Do you know that  

member?   

COLONEL STEYN :    I  do not  know that  member,  

Commissioner.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Do you know which component ,  which  
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sect ion he works in  or  what  h is  responsib i l i t ies are?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Not  the DPCI,  but  I  cannot  recal l .   I  

recal l  that  the one member was par t  o f  a  –  he was sor t  o f  

an administ rat ive  person at  a pol ice stat ion in  the Vaal .   

That  is  the one I  can remember.   The other  member was a 

member of  the nat ional  –  there was a nat ional  invest igat ion  

team at  that  s tage running and he was par t  o f  that  

invest igat ion team.  That  is  what  I  can recal l .   I  cannot  

recal l  who was where,  but  I  remember those two ent i t ies 

that  these people worked at .  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So,  I  just  want  to  be a b i t  more  

speci f ic  about  these people.   So,  he f i rs t  contacted Off icer  

Popungwana.   He could not  ass ist  and he refer red Mr 

Mashaba to Off i cer  Mogana.   That  is  r ight ,  r ight?   

COLONEL STEYN :    That  is  what  I  p icked up out  of  the 

reports,  yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you say he was in i t ia l l y,  Mr Mogana 

was in i t ia l l y  unable to  assist?   

COLONEL STEYN :    That  is  what  I  p icked up f rom the 

reports.   I  was not  p r iv i leged to that  conversat ion that  the  20 

two of  them had.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  but  he then d id jo in  Mr Mashaba?   

COLONEL STEYN :    As far  as I  remember,  yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And where he jo ined Mr Mashaba was at  

the Yel low Jersey premises?   
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COLONEL STEYN :    I  would not  know where exact ly  he 

jo ined them, but  accord ing to what  I  can recal l ,  he  jo ined 

them at  the Scania premises in  Aeroton.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So 46.3,  i t  was,  maybe i f  you 

read 46.3 and 46.4?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Okay,  ja .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You can read i t  in to the record .    

COLONEL STEYN :     

“Mr Mogana in i t ia l ly  was unable to  assist ,  

but  la te r  jo ined Mr Mashaba and Mr Nku 10 

at  Yel low Jersey where the t ruck was 

stopped. ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    46.4?   

COLONEL STEYN :     

“Fol lowing an unsuccessfu l  a t tempt  to 

search the  conta iner  at  Yel low Jersey,  i t  

was agreed between the  shipping  

company and the off icers at  the t ruck,  the  

off icers,  the t ruck t ransport ing  the 

conta iner  proceed and a pol ice escor t  to  20 

Scania being the  f ina l  dest inat ion  of  the  

shipment . ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So,  the unsuccessfu l  a t tempt  

here is  what  you were descr ib ing ear l ie r,  was that  the 

Yel low Jersey off i c ia ls  sa id  that  i t  needs to  –  they prevented 
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them f rom,  because there was no search warrant ,  p revented 

them and said you can deal  wi th  i t  when you get  to  the end 

dest inat ion,  which  is  Scania.  

COLONEL STEYN :    That  is  indeed correct ,  Commissioner s.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  and i t  says proceeded under pol i ce  

escor t  to  Scania.   Who was the pol ice escor t?   

COLONEL STEYN :    As fa r  as my knowledge goes,  except  

for  Mr Mashaba and company,  there was no pol ice escor t  

per  se.   I t  was secur i ty  personnel  f rom Yel low Jersey that  

escor ted the t ruck because the personnel  at  Yel low Jersey 10 

was uncomfor table wi th th is  whole l ine of  enqui ry.   I  th ink i f  

my memory serves me wel l ,  that  was the reason why they 

sent  a secur i ty  off icer  in  a separate  vehic le wi th the t ruck to  

Scania.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  what  would have been the  

appropr ia te response at  that  point  in  t ime?  You have got  

now,  you have got  a Traff i c  Chief  and you have got  a pol ice 

off icer.   What  would have been the appropr ia te pro tocol  for  

them to fo l low at  that  point ,  a t  Yel low Jersey?   

COLONEL STEYN :    A t  Yel low Jersey?  I  would have p laced 20 

the seize on the t ruck and I  would  have obta ined a  search 

warrant  and I  would have searched the t ruck at  Yel low 

Jersey.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  th is  th ing  of  saying,  wel l ,  we wi l l  

just  fo l low the t ruck to the next  dest inat ion is  c lear ly  just  
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…[intervenes] .  

COLONEL STEYN :    I f  you have sol id  ev idence,  why would 

you a l low them to  do that?  There is  a lo t  o f  th ings that  can 

happen enroute f rom Yel low Jersey to Scania.   And i f  the  

consignment  was that  b ig,  I  would have stopped the t ruck  

f rom leaving and wai t  for  the courts to  be avai lab le,  g ive my 

evidence in  wr i t ing to the courts ,  and then apply for  a  

search warrant  for  that  speci f i c  t ruck at  the  premises of  

Yel low Jersey.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Instead,  what  they d id was they a l lowed 10 

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Also…  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Apologies,  Chai r.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A lso,  you are able to  do  a  search and 

seizure even wi thout  a warrant  i f  you have a tangib le basis  

for  doing so,  and i f  you fear  that  wai t ing for  a warrant  might  

defeat  the purpose of  the search and seizure.    

COLONEL STEYN :    Absolute ly  r ight ,  Commissioner.   

Absolute ly  r ight .   But  at  the end of  the day,  one would –  

sorry,  can I  cont inue,  Commissioner?  What  one would l i ke  20 

to do is  i f  you have the opportuni ty  to  then get  people there,  

secure the t ruck,  go and rather  apply for  a warrant ,  i t  is  a 

safer  route to  take and we prefer  to  take the safer  route 

rather  than to take the route as expla ined by your good sel f ,  

Commissioner.  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  wanted to ask a fo l low-up quest ion,  

Colonel .   Do the Traff ic  Pol ice  have author i ty  to  search and 

seize conta iners  for  drugs?  Is  there  not  a uni t  that  is  

responsib le for  that  that  the Chie f  should ca l l  to  a t tend to 

the mat ter?  Whi le  he wai ts  at  the  scene,  obviously,  to  make 

sure that  the scene does not  move or  the drugs are not  

taken out  of  the conta iner.   But  as a mat ter  of  pr inc ip le,  I  

had a lways understood that  Traff ic  Pol ice  deal  wi th  t ra ff ic  

on the road.    

 When i t  comes to  conta iners being  at ,  in  th is  case,  10 

i t  would be the yard of  Yel low Jersey,  which is  the company 

that  is  t ransport ing the conta iner  f rom the por t  to  i ts  p lace 

of  dest inat ion,  do  Traff ic  Pol ice  have author i ty  to  just  ca l l  a  

random pol iceman and a random secur i ty  guard to come and 

help them search the conta iner?   

COLONEL STEYN :    No,  Commiss ioner,  that  is  not  s tandard  

operat ing procedure,  no.   So I  wi l l  agree wi th you to say 

that  i f  I  was in  h is  shoes,  I  would  def in i te ly  have cal led,  I  

would have cal led  a lo t  o f  people.   I  would have star ted wi th  

the local  po l i ce stat ion and then escalate the th ing,  as I  20 

ind icated on one of  the previous quest ions,  at  least  to  the 

Provincia l  Invest igat ion Uni t  deal ing wi th narcot ics.   And i f  I  

see the s ize of  the consignment  af ter  searching,  I  would 

def in i te ly  involve the DPCI on that  mat te r,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Because i t  ra ises suspic ion that  
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Traff ic  Pol ice  are themselves doing th is .    

COLONEL STEYN :    Indeed,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Colonel ,  we have heard evidence that  

t ra ff ic  off i cers or  people in  the  t raff ic  law enforcement  

space,  the i r  funct ions inc lude cr ime prevent ion.   And so  

wi th that ,  the answer that  you g ive,  that  they do not  have 

author i ty  i f  they happen upon a drug consignment ,  i t  seems 

to me we may have to d is t inguish between what  is  prudent  

to  do and what  they are  precluded as a  mat ter  of  law or  for  10 

lack of  author i ty  f rom doing.    

 Maybe i f  we would just  c lar i f y  that ,  because we 

have had qui te  extensive evidence,  which was a subject  of  

debate,  but  the point  o f  i t  or  the essence of  i t  be ing they 

are not  just  about  t ra ff ic  law enforcement ,  but  i f  a  c r ime 

happens,  then they have a duty to ,  or  they have the power  

to  deal  wi th  that .   What  do you say to that?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Commissioner,  yes ,  but  I  th ink the 

same goes fo r  a normal  member o f  the publ ic .   I f  a  c r ime 

happens in  the i r  presence,  they can act  on i t ,  but  they st i l l  20 

need to involve the pol ice.   I f  my memory serves me wel l ,  a  

t ra ff ic  off icer  a lso  is  just  a l lowed to  operate in  the area that  

he is  designated fo r.    

 In  th is  instance,  I  would have def in i te ly,  s tandard  

operat ing procedure would have caused h im to  actual ly  ca l l  
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the,  especia l l y  when he is  a senior  person,  to  ca l l  the r ight  

people to  the scene.   I  mean,  even pr ivate secur i t y  

companies is  a lso not  mandated per  se,  but  the i r  main 

operat ion is  to  assist  wi th  c r ime prevent ion,  but  they do not  

do that  on thei r  own,  they do that  in  co l laborat ion wi th the  

South Af r ican Pol ice Serv ice.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   And then a re lated quest ion.   The 

Traff ic  Chief ,  or  Chief  o f  Traff i c ,  such as Mr Mashaba was 

or  i s ,  are people in  that  posi t ion,  and maybe t raff ic  off icers  

in  genera l ,  but  I  want  to  l imi t  i t  to  someone who ho lds that  10 

k ind of  posi t ion,  Chief  o f  Traff i c ,  do they have the  t ra in ing  

how to handle a  drug s i tuat ion such as th is ,  where they 

have in format ion?  Ordinar i l y  the S APS or  the DPCI would  

do a drug seizure,  d rug bust .   I s  someone in  that  posi t ion  

t ra ined,  does thei r  t ra in ing inc lude deal ing wi th drug 

enforcement  such as seizures?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Commissioner,  I  cannot  e laborate on 

the speci f ic  t ra in ing that  th is  Chief  has undergone,  but  

genera l ly  speaking,  I  am of  the op in ion that  I  do  not  th ink  

so,  but  again,  i t  is  my opin ion,  I  cannot  e laborate  on the 20 

speci f ic  t ra in ing that ,  o r  the h istory in  law enforcement  that  

th is  speci f ic  off icer  has undergone .    

 But  again,  i f  I  am unsure about  anyth ing I  do,  

example,  I  ment ioned ear l ier  that  I  oversee i l l ic i t  min ing,  for  

example,  and I  am no specia l i s t  on i l l ic i t  min ing,  so  I  would  
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approach someone that  is  a specia l is t  on i l l i c i t  min ing to  

say,  l i s ten,  I  have th is  s i tuat ion,  or  I  be l ieve  that  I  have got  

in format ion on such a s i tuat ion,  can you p lease come and 

assist?  So,  I  cannot  e laborate on h is t ra in ing,  but  I  can just  

say what  I  would have done in  h is  shoes,  Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   I  guess what  I  am t ry ing to  get  out  

of  you is  whether  across the  d i f ferent  areas of  law 

enforcement ,  inc luding t raff ic ,  is  there genera l  t ra in ing,  is  

there genera l  t ra in ing about  handl ing drug scenes,  fo r  

example?  I s  that  t ra in ing that  is  g iven across,  or  there are 10 

specia l ised teams or  uni ts  that  get  t ra in ing about  i t?    

COLONEL STEYN :    To answer your quest ion,  I  be l ieve not .   

Why I  am saying th is  is  that  on two occasions now,  I  mysel f  

have on request  of  personnel  f rom the MEC of  Safety and 

Secur i ty  Gauteng ’s Off i ce ,  I  have been requested to g ive 

sor t  o f  in -serv ice t ra in ing.   The f i rs t  t ime i t  was th ree days,  

the second t ime i t  was two days,  to  g ive in -serv ice t ra in ing  

to the t raff ic  off icers and even to the t raff ic  wardens.    

 I  know th is  i s  a lso a point  o f  content ion in  Gauteng,  

but  to  g ive t ra in ing to them, a very basic t ra in ing,  because 20 

that  type of  t ra in ing takes years because you have to bui ld  

up speci f ic  exper ience and the l ike ,  but  to  g ive them sor t  o f  

just  a  sense on what  to  do.   And one of  the th ings I  

def in i te ly  ment ioned there is  i f  you come across a drug lab,  

for  example,  o r  i f  you come across a la rge consignment  of  
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narcot ics,  where  would you bel ieve is  narcot ics,  because 

you cannot  look at  narcot ics or  at  powder and say th is  is  

def in i te ly  narcot ics.   One of  the th ings I  de f in i te ly  

ment ioned to them there is  that ,  guys,  you need to contact  

the cor rect  people,  here is  the people that  you need to ta lk  

to ,  and here is  how we deal  wi th  i t .   Rather  safeguard the 

cr ime scene and get  the people wi th the proper t ra in ing in .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Last ly,  and maybe there is  a way in  

which i t  f i ts  wi th  what  you say,  las t ly,  there is  no  –  does i t  

mean therefore that  there  is  no protocol  which guides a 10 

member on the spot  who e i ther  comes upon in format ion or  

comes upon drugs,  who they should ca l l  next ,  how they 

should process that?   

 You ear l ie r  on spoke about  one of  the people that  

Mr Mashaba cal led to the scene,  i f  I  heard you proper ly,  

was someone in  an administ rat i ve  capaci ty  at  a  pol i ce  

stat ion in  the Vaal ,  I  th ink you sa id.   We have had cases 

where  someone has cal led thei r  f r iend because they say,  

wel l ,  I  know that  f r iend is  a lways avai lab le,  f r iend in  the 

pol ice st i l l ,  but  I  know they are a lways easi ly  avai lab le so  20 

they would accompany me to a scene.    

 I  th ink here we a lso have instances of  someone 

who has cal led  a  brother  to  come to the scene.   So ,  does 

that  mean there are no protocols that  would guide a pol ice  

off icer,  whether  t ra ff i c  o r  any other  person,  that  when you 
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happen upon th is ,  your  next  l ine that  you cal l  for  

re inforcement  or  for  support  o r  assistance in  any way is  

your  immediate commander,  for  example,  o r  i t  has to be 

somebody wi th in  your ju r isd ict ion  or  someone wi th in your 

pol i ce stat ion?  There is  noth ing l ike that ?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Commissioner,  no.   But  at  the end of  

the day,  a senior  person l ike Mr Mashaba,  d id I  p ronounce i t  

correct ly,  ja ,  would  in  my humble opin ion ought  to  have 

known that  at  the  end of  the day,  you cannot  ca l l  someone 

that  does cr ime stats analys is at  a  pol i ce stat ion to come 10 

and assist  h im wi th major  drug in format ion.  

 So,  there is  noth ing in  wr i t ing per  se,  but  i f  you 

know that  you are  going to s i t  wi th  a major  cr ime scene,  you 

have to fo l low cr ime scene management  protocols,  and then 

i f  I  have that  type of  in format ion,  I  would love to have 

someone wi th me that  can actua l ly  deal  wi th  the  cor rect  

protocols in  te rms of  cr ime scene management .   Thank you,  

Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Commissioner.   So what  20 

happens here,  in  fact ,  i s  none of  that  happens.   Instead,  the  

c iv i l ian employee of  Yel low Jersey is  able to  i ssue an 

inst ruct ion and say,  we are going.   Come or  do not  come,  

but  we are going.   That  is  actual ly  what  happened.    

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  Commissioner.    
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ADV HASSIM SC :    And so then they ar r ive at  Aeroton,  

which is  where the Scania warehouse is .   Okay?  So 46.5,  

can you read that  paragraph,  p lease,  in to the record?   

COLONEL STEYN :     

“Upon ar r iva l  a t  Scania,  the two o ff icers,  

Mashaba and Mogana,  a l legedly  opened 

the conta iner  and la ter  c la imed the bags 

conta in ing narcot ics fe l l  f rom wi th in the 

conta iner,  necessi ta t ing the bags to be 

loaded onto Off icer  Mogana 's  vehic le.   I t  10 

is  an unmarked b lack van.   I t  was a  

Nissan bakkie . ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  le t  us just  pause here.   You say 

he la ter  c la imed that  bags conta in ing narcot ics fe l l  f rom the  

conta iner.   Were  there other  wi tnesses?  The bags d id 

actual ly  fa l l  o ff  the conta iner.   You were able to  establ ish 

la ter.    

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  as far  as my memory serves me,  

Commissioner,  the personnel  at  Scania was inst ructed by  

Off icer  Mashaba to open the back of  the conta iner  when 20 

these bags fe l l  out .   And as I  sa id ear l ie r,  you cannot ,  by 

looking at  the bags,  say th is  bag conta ins the narcot ics.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Let  us have a look at  those bags.   How 

many bags were there that  fe l l  out?    

COLONEL STEYN :    I  must  l ie  to  you,  but  i t  is  20 -odd bags.    
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So,  th is  is  a photograph a t  page 

4 of  the Exhib i t  Bundle.   Are these the bags that  fe l l  o ff  the 

conta iner?   

COLONEL STEYN :    That  is  indeed cor rect .   I  d id  not  see 

the bags fe l l  o ff  the conta iner.   These bags were on th is  

b lack bakkie  when I  a rr i ved at  the scene,  but  these were the 

bags that  I  was to ld fe l l  out  of  the conta iner.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Do you know the source of  th is  

photograph?   

COLONEL STEYN :    The source o f  th is  photograph,  when I  10 

was in formed that  I  am going to be in  f ront  of  the 

Commission,  I  asked around some of  my o ld team members 

i f  anyone st i l l  had photographs of  the cr ime scene because 

I  had a problem wi th my phone.   I t  was dest royed.   I t  fe l l  o ff  

the car 's  roof  on the h ighway,  so i t  was dest royed.   So ,  I  d id  

not  have photographs anymore.    

 So one of  my members,  Warrant  Off icer  Morr is ,  

actual ly  fo rwarded the photographs that  I  submi t ted to the  

Commission 's team, and th is  was one of  the photographs.   

These are indeed the bags that  was at  the back of  the b lack 20 

bakkie .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    These are not  actual  bags,  a re they?   

COLONEL STEYN :    No,  Commissioners,  these are not  

actual  bags.   I t  i s  sor t  o f  b lack rubbish  bags as we know 

them, combined wi th a very broad type st icky type that  
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these bags are manufactured wi th.   I t  is  not  normal  bags.   

Even the handles  of  these bags are made wi th tha t  s t icky  

type of  the b lack bags.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    I f  we tu rn to  the next  photograph,  page 

5,  can you te l l  us what  we are looking at  here?   

COLONEL STEYN :    What  you are looking at  here is  the 

content  of  those b lack bags.   That  would typ ica l l y  be what  

was la ter  establ ished to be a br ick of  Cocaine.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  what  i t  looks l i ke,  i f  you can just  

conf i rm for  me,  is  that ,  because th is  looks l i ke a canvas bag 10 

wi th a z ip,  is  that  ins ide the p last ic  rubbish bags,  bas ica l l y?   

COLONEL STEYN :    That  would be correct ,  Commissioners.   

I  th ink why they do th is ,  I  a lso asked the quest ion,  why they 

do th is  is ,  remember there is  a lo t  o f  moisture when these 

bags are at  sea,  and i t  is  sor t  o f  to  protect  that  canvas bag 

wi th the wrapping.   In  the r ight -hand corner  f rom my s ide,  

one can c lear ly  see the b lack tape that  was used to cover  

those bags.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  ins ide the b lack canvas bag is  th is  

br ick that  is  a lso wrapped in  p last ic?   20 

COLONEL STEYN :    That  is  correct ,  yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And that  b r ick has got  a p ic tu re on i t?    

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And what  is  tha t?   

COLONEL STEYN :    I  th ink there  is  a p ic tu re of  the two 
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types of  br ick p ic tu res that  we got .   That  is  a red bul l .   I  

th ink the other  photograph,  i f  you would,  i s  maybe the next  

photograph.   I t  shows the …[ intervenes] .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  page 6 is  just  another  example of  

the br icks .   

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And th is  i s  a par t icu la r  ins ignia?   

COLONEL STEYN :    A par t icu la r  ins ignia,  that  i s  a red bul l .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And what  is  the s igni f icance of  th is  

p ic ture?   10 

COLONEL STEYN :    The s igni f i cance of  th is  we p icked up is  

that  the end users,  being  the drug syndicate,  speci f ic  

syndicates have speci f i c  ins ignia that  they request  is  put  on 

to the product  that  is  exported in to our  count ry fo r  them.   

The other  photograph,  on one of  the other  photographs you 

wi l l  see there is  a  b lack seagul l  on a whi te background.   So 

i t  is  for  speci f ic  par ts of  the syndicate.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Right .   Have you seen th is  par t icu la r  

ins ignia before,  the red bul l?    

COLONEL STEYN :    Var ia t ions on the bul l ,  but  not  th is  20 

speci f ic  one.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    What  type of  var ia t ions?   

COLONEL STEYN :    You would get  a  –  i t  is  a lso a red bul l ,  

but  i t  is  more l i ke  a ref ined p icture of  only the head of  a red  

bul l ,  o r  a  red bul l  s tanding in  the a i r,  o r  more than that  one,  
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or  a  more def ined p icture of  a  red  bul l  and the l i ke.   So ,  i t  i s  

not  a  –  i t  can mean that  i t  was fo r  d i f ferent  sect ions wi th in 

the syndicate or  even a d i f ferent  syndicate that  comes in  on 

the same consignment .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  thank you.   The next  p ic tu re,  okay,  

so that  is  just  another  p ic tu re of  –  I  am assuming that  these 

are the br icks tha t  came out  of  that  bag.    

COLONEL STEYN :    Correct ,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So that  wou ld be 11 br icks .   No, 

because they are  stacked.   There is  more than 11 because 10 

they are  stacked.  

COLONEL STEYN :    I t  looked l ike 31.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.    

COLONEL STEYN :    Because they look l ike three stacks 

h igh and two,  ja ,  looks l ike 31 br icks.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    31 br icks? 

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So the canvas carry bag car r ies about  

30,  31 br icks each.  

COLONEL STEYN :    That  seems to be,  at  that  s tage,  yes.    20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   A l l  r ight ,  so the next  photograph 

on page 8,  r ight ,  th is  is  what  you were refer r ing to  ear l ie r.   

Can you te l l  us what  we are looking at?   

COLONEL STEYN :    What  we are looking at  is ,  again,  some 

of  the red bul l  b r icks,  as wel l  as a br ick wi th an ins ignia of  a  
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b lack seagul l ,  looks l ike a seagul l ,  on a whi te background.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Have you seen th is  ins ignia before?   

COLONEL STEYN :    No,  I  have not  seen th is  speci f i c  

ins ignia before,  no.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And then i f  we turn to  page 9,  

what  a re we looking at  here?   

COLONEL STEYN :    What  we are  looking at  here is  a l l  the  

bags now unpacked.   We counted the br icks,  and then the  

br icks were then sealed in  off i c ia l  exhib i t  bags.   And i t  is  

those exhib i t  bags conta in ing the br icks that  you are  seeing 10 

in  that  p ic ture.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So,  those are now al l  the br icks  

in  the exhib i t  bags.   And th is  i s  at  Aeroton st i l l ,  r ight ,  that  

locat ion where th is  p ic ture was taken.   Where exact ly  i s 

that?   

COLONEL STEYN :    A t  the Scania premises in  Aeroton.   

That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    A t  which point  d id you determine that  

th is  was Cocaine?  Because you have done no analys is and 20 

no test ing.   A l l  you are seeing is  b r icks in  these bags.    

COLONEL STEYN :    We d id not  a t  that  s tage determine i t  

was Cocaine per  se.   But  out  of  previous exper ience,  

Commissioner,  we bel ieved that  th is  was br icks of  Cocaine 

weighing more or  less a  k i logram.   And I  put  in  my 
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s tatement ,  a l though i t  would be determined by a forensics  

analys is.   But  ou t  of  exper ience,  there is  noth ing e lse that  

they pack in  th is  form.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So,  the eye test  to ld  you that  th is  

must  be Cocaine?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Ja,  i t  i s  not  l ike –  I  remember when 

other  wi tnesses said  –  you asked i f  you do the . . . [ ind ist inct ]  

test ,  that  only happens in  movies.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So,  we are going to come back to  

the cr ime scene and how th is  was handled.   But  fo r  now,  I  10 

just  want  to  fo l low your statement .   These are the br icks we 

know now.   These are the bags that  fe l l  out  of  the conta iner.   

Let  us just  go back in  t ime now.   So they ar r ive,  they open 

the conta iner,  the bags fa l l  out  of  the conta iner.   Can you 

just  go to 46.6?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Ja.   Two off icers were then jo ined by 

another  off icer,  Pakula.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And you met  Off icer  Pakula when 

you arr ived on the scene la ter?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Warrant  Off i cer  Pakula was pointed out  20 

to me by then  Capta in  Sebola .   Now,  L ieutenant  Colonel  

Sebola  was the Invest igat ing Off i cer  and at  that  s tage  cr ime 

scene manager as one of  the people that  he was in tending 

to ar rest .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So d id he arr ive?  Do you recal l  
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a t  what  point  he arr ived?   

COLONEL STEYN :    He was a l ready there when I  a rr i ved at  

the scene.   So I  am not  sure when he ar r ived.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  was much la ter,  yes.   Okay.   So,  at  

th is  point ,  we have a l ready establ ished what  should have 

happened at  ear l ier  points a long th is  t ra in of  events.   Now 

you open a conta iner  and these bags fa l l  out .   There is  

good reason to suspect  i t  is  d rugs.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Absolute ly.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    What  should  have happened at  that  10 

point  in  te rms of  cr ime scene protocol?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Actual ly,  Commissioner s,  before that  

point ,  and I  th ink  General  Flynn a lso test i f ied to that ,  what  

should  have happened is  that  the seals and the  sealed 

conta iners should have been photographed f i rs t  and 

foremost .   Then when i t  is  opened and these th ings fa l l  out ,  

everyone moved back and le t  us photograph what  happened 

here now,  and each step of  the  way should have been 

photographed.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So the Commissioners have been taken 20 

through a l i t t le  b i t  through the cr ime scene protocols and 

Nat ional  Inst ruc t ion s last  week.   But  f rom my 

understanding,  p lease conf i rm or  cor rect  me,  that  i s  

important .   The f i rs t  th ing one does,  th is  is  f rom the 

protocol  on seizure of  i l l ic i t  drugs ,  the f i rs t  th ing you do is  
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you secure the scene.    

COLONEL STEYN :    Absolute ly.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Was i t  secured here?   

COLONEL STEYN :    No,  i t  was not .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  le t  us just  go back to 46.7 as we 

deal  wi th  th is  cr ime scene.   Can you read paragraph 46.7  

in to the record?   

COLONEL STEYN :     

“During the t ime the off i cers were busy 

wi th th is…”   10 

Sor ry?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Before you do that .   

COLONEL STEYN :    Sorry,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  should have asked th is  quest ion before 

you star ted.   What  is  the purpose of  photographing the 

conta iner  whi le  i t  is  s t i l l  sealed?  Can you just  expla in why 

you do that?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Very p la in and s imple,  to  show that  i f  

there is  going to be a court  case,  to  show that  that  seal  is  

s t i l l  in tact .   And to the best  of  whoever 's  knowledge,  cr ime 20 

scene manager 's  knowledge,  that  there was no tamper ing  

wi th that  seal  up to that  point .   To t ry  and establ ish that ,  ja .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Up to the point  when the pol ice now 

become involved wi th i t ?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Indeed correct ,  Commissioner.    
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   Thanks,  Ms Hassim.    

CHAIRPERSON :    I  th ink at  th is  point ,  le t  us take the 

adjournment  and resume at  11 :25.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Cha i r.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us adjourn.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Hassim.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   I  ought  to  have at  

the outset  requested leave fo r  the exhib i ts  to  be admi t ted 10 

and marked.   May I  do so now before we cont inue wi th the  

Colonel ’s  ev idence?  

CHAIRPERSON :    P lease.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Chai r ,  so i t  is  CJC203.   From CJC203 to  

CJC225.   May I  request  that  a l l  o f  those exhib i ts  be 

admi t ted in to evidence?  

CHAIRPERSON :    So,  admi t ted.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Colonel  we were at  

paragraph 46.7  of  your  statement ,  the supplementary  

statement .   Could you read that  paragraph in to the  record,  20 

and then I  have some quest ions fo r  you on that .   

COLONEL STEYN :     

“Dur ing the t ime the of f i cers were busy at  

the scene,  a ca l l  was made to  10111 

a l leg ing h i jacking of  a  t ruck by  Bogus 
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Pol ice.   10111 d ispatched of f icers f rom 

Booysens Pol ice  Stat ion.   Booysens 

Pol ice Stat ion approached these o f f icers 

on the scene,  and there seemed to have 

been a d isagreement  regard ing where the 

exhib i ts  and the suspect  would be taken.  

There were a lso a l legat ions that  the 

three of f icers on  scene had loaded the  

drugs on the scene in  order  to  leave wi th  

the drugs. ”  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so the a l legat ion here is  that  the 

bags that  were loaded onto the b lack bakkie  were going to 

be dr iven away.  

COLONEL STEYN :    That  is  indeed cor rect ,  Commissioner .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  I  would l ike to ,  in  fact ,  le t  us just  

p ick that  out  f rom the record.   I f  we could just  turn to  page 

96 of  the exhib i t  bundle.   And that  is  a page in  the report  by  

Major  General  Gerber.   And i f  you look at  page 96,  r ight  at  

the bot tom,  le t  me know when you are there.   

COLONEL STEYN :    I  am there,  Commissioner .  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so i t  is  the last  paragraph on that  

page.   And here he is  re lat ing the  in format ion he received 

f rom Lieutenant  Colonel  Sebola .   And in  the last  paragraph,  

i f  you could just  read the last  paragraph,  p lease.  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  was cal led to the scene by L ieutenant  
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Colonel  Ludwick .   Is  i t  that  paragraph?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  that  i s  r igh t .   

COLONEL STEYN :     

“He ar r ived at  the scene and found 

severa l  po l i ce vehic les and members.   He 

was in t roduced to Sergeant  Ndou,  who 

was in  charge,  and handed the  scene 

over  to  h im.   The scene was exp la ined,  

as wel l  as those impl icated.   He was 

in formed by Sergeant  Ndou that  the 10 

members wanted to leave the scene,  and 

he parked h is vehic le in  f ront  of  the  

Nissan.   He in terv iewed a l l  the suspects 

and obta ined thei r  explanat ions. ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  thank you.   So,  i t  was Sergeant  

Ndou who was a t  the scene when he arr ived.   I t  is  h is  

ev idence that  says that  the of f icers on the scene at  the 

t ime,  the f i rs t  o f f icers on the scene,  that  would be the 

Traf f i c  Chief  Mashaba,  and Of f i cer  Mogana,  and Of f icer  

Pakula.   20 

COLONEL STEYN :    Correct ,  Commissioner .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Were a l leged ly want ing to leave the  

scene,  remove the drugs f rom the scene in  the bakkie.   I s  

that  cor rect?  

COLONEL STEYN :    In  terms of  th is  report ,  yes.   
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ADV HASSIM SC :    In  terms of  what  Sergeant  Ndou 

re layed?  

COLONEL STEYN :    To Capta in Sebola .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  okay,  so  le t  us look at  the Fly ing  

Squad two-way radio conversat ion that  took p lace.   And you 

wi l l  f ind that  i f  we star t  a t  page 27,  and you wi l l  see i t  is  a t  

page 27 is  a statement  by a Ms Bukelwa.   

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And she provides a report  o f  the 

in teract ion that  took p lace wi th the Fly ing Squad members.   10 

Pardon me.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Hassim,  together  wi th the page 

numbers,  you should p lease a lso reference the exhib i t  

number.   L ike th is  one is  what ,  CJC209.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Cha i r .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  th is  is  CJC209.  

CHAIRPERSON :    And the ear l ie r  one we just  s tepped of f ,  

what  was i t?   The one at  90,  was i t  97 or  95?  I  have 

forgot ten.    20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  was CJC216.  

CHAIRPERSON :    216,  yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i t  was the invest igat ion report  by 

Major  General  Gerber.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  and the page again was?  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Page 96.  

CHAIRPERSON :    96,  thank you very much.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  Colonel ,  i f  we could look at  CJC209,  

statement  of  Ms Bukelwa,  at  page 27,  that  i s  where you f ind  

her  statement .    

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And she is  -  she had been requested to 

provide the t ranscr ip t  o f  the two -way radio ca l l .   

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  I  see that .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can you see that?  Okay ,  and i f  you 10 

turn then to page 20,  sor ry,  30,  the  actua l  radio  

conversat ion is  t ranscr ibed.   And i t  begins,  and th is  i s  

important  because what  i t  does is  i t  s ta r ts  to  g ive us a  

t imel ine on the day of  when th ings began to happen.   So 

here,  the radio conversat ion begins  at  08:23 in  the morning,  

is  that  correct?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Accord ing to the record,  yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i f  you could just  read  -  so i t  is  

marked,  the paragraph for  each exchange is  marked 2.1,  

2 .2,  and so on.   Can you just  begin wi th 2.1?  20 

COLONEL STEYN :    A t  08:23 and 30 seconds am:  

“Zulu 1 Desk 4 Mike cal led Bravo S ier ra  

12 Contro l . ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so do you know who Bravo S ierra 

12 Contro l  was?  
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COLONEL STEYN :    No,  I  do not .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Actual ly ,  I  be l ieve i t  was Sergeant  

Ndou,  is  that  cor rect?  Yes,  i t  was Sergeant  Ndou.   I t  is 

a lso in  h is  statement ,  but  we do not  need to go there  for  

now.   But  can you te l l  me why would he have been cal led?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  do not  know.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and i f  you just  cont inue reading 

2.2?   

COLONEL STEYN :    2 .2,  i t  is  22 seconds,  08 :23:22:  

“Zulu 1 Desk 4  M cal led Bravo S ier ra  10 

Contro l . ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   

COLONEL STEYN :    So,  i t  would have been a doub le one i f  

they do not  hear  i t  the f i rs t  t ime,  they wi l l  ca l l  a  second 

t ime.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and then 2.3?  

COLONEL STEYN :    A t  08:23:28:  

“Bravo S ier ra 12 said,  Cont ro l ler ,  Bravo 

S ier ra 12,  good morning. ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  is  now th is  the response?  20 

COLONEL STEYN :    He is  now responding to the i r  ca l l ,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and then at  2.4?  

COLONEL STEYN :    That  is  at  08 :23:33 seconds am:  

“Zulu 1 Desk 4 M said,  Aeroton,  a re you 

going Aeroton? ”  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    2 .5?  

COLONEL STEYN :    A t  08:23:39 seconds:  

 “Bravo S ier ra 12 said posi t ive cont ro l . ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    What  does that  mean?  

COLONEL STEYN :    In  other  words,  i t  is  posi t ive that  he is  

going to Aeroton.   Answer ing them, are you going to  

Aeroton in  2.4?  Say posi t ive cont ro l ,  in  other  words,  he is  

going to Aeroton.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and 2.6?  

COLONEL STEYN :    2 .6,  sa id :  10 

“Nasrec Road next  to  Shel l  Garage,  you 

wi l l  f ind Chr is ,  HHH, stand by.   You wi l l  

f ind Chr is  f rom t rucking h i jacking 

occur red at  the Shel l  Garage.   Contact  

number,  Chr is ,  072  132 9663,  

IR1141809. ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  I  mean,  i t  is  ta lk ing about 

h i jacking at  Shel l  Garage,  is  that  correct?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I t  seems to look l i ke that ,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Do you th ink,  does th is  have to do wi th  20 

the inc ident  we are concerned about ,  the Aeroton inc ident?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  am not  sure ,  but  there were issues,  i f  

my memory serves me wel l ,  that  I  th ink the people at  Scania 

then star ted phon ing the pol ice to  say that  there might  be a 

t ruck h i jacking because of  the peop le fo l lowing the t ruck.  



    11 MAY 2026 – DAY 105 
 

Page 66  o f  166  

 

 

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  th is  would have been at  the t ime 

when they were on route?  

COLONEL STEYN :    To Aeroton.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    To Aeroton.   

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  Ma’am.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  see,  okay.   

COLONEL STEYN :    Commissioner ,  sorry.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  th is  i s  tak ing p lace at  roughly 08:20 

in  the morning?  

COLONEL STEYN :    08: .23.   10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    08:23 in  the morning.   Okay,  i f  you can 

just  then p ick i t  up again at  2 .13?  

COLONEL STEYN :    2 .13,  that  would be at  10 :13 and 20 

seconds am:  

“Bravo S ierra 12 said yes,  cont ro l le r .   

Can they have permission wi th  Bravo 

S ier ra JOC? ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Do you know what  that  is  about?  

COLONEL STEYN :    The JOC is the Joint  Operat ions 

Centre,  so they wanted to make a report  to  JOC and i f  one 20 

person needs to speak to another ,  the cont ro l  cent re needs 

to be asked for  permission.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so what  had happened here was 

that  Sergeant  Ndou would have ca l led the Joint  Operat ions 

Centre?  
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COLONEL STEYN :    Per  radio,  yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And would  that  be an appropr ia te 

response?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I f  he wanted to make a speci f ic  report  

or  expla in the s i tuat ion,  that  would be the wanted response 

f rom him,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  2.15?  

COLONEL STEYN :    That  would be at  10 :13 and 32 

seconds:  

“Bravo S ierra 12 said yes,  cont ro l le r .   10 

They are ca l l ing JOC f rom that  compla int .   

They are st i l l  busy there.   They said they 

wi l l  in form the cont ro l  when they are 

done.   Can they proceed wi th  Bravo 

S ier ra JOC? ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and then there is  a ser ies of  back 

and fo r th at  10 :13,  11:19,  11:20.   As I  understand th is ,  i t  is  

the cont ro l ler  ask ing for  a report  back as to what  i s  taken 

p lace.   

COLONEL STEYN :    That  i s  how i t  looked l ike to  me as 20 

wel l ,  Commissioner .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i t  cu lminates,  for  our  purposes,  at  

2 .30,  i f  you could just  read that .   

COLONEL STEYN :    2 .30,  the t ime there reached 11 :23 and 

22 seconds:  
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“Bravo S ier ra 12 said yes.   Bravo S ier ra 

12 at  that  compla int  Aeroton t ruck 

h i jacking.   The t ruck was not  h i jacked.   

The t ruck was be ing escorted by pol ice.   

They suspected that  there was something 

wrong under the t ruck and that  the t ruck 

was opened and found drugs ins ide the 

t ruck.   The dr iver  wi l l  be arrested.   There  

is  only one suspect . ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  le t  us just  pause there for  a 10 

moment .   So,  that  is  now at  11 :23.   So by now the t ruck has 

ar r ived,  the drugs have fa l len  out ,  and th is  i s  the report  

back.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And accord ing to th is  sergeant ,  there is  

only one suspect .   And in  addi t ion,  he says the dr iver  wi l l  

be ar rested.   Would i t  be r ight  for  me to read that  as the  

dr iver  of  the t ruck?  

COLONEL STEYN :    That  is  how i t  looks to me l ike,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Would the  dr iver  of  the t ruck be 20 

ar rested normal ly  under these c i rcumstances?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Not  necessar i ly .   One would f i rs t  have 

a look at  what  ro le he p layed,  i f  any,  in  terms of  the 

t ransportat ion  of  these drugs.   But  I  th ink that  report ,  i f  I  

read th rough the report ,  seemingly  Bravo S ier ra 12 had the 
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in terv iew wi th these people that  were fo l lowing the t ruck 

f rom Roodekop to Aeroton.   And that  was what  they to ld  

h im,  that  i t  is  not  a t ruck h i jack ing,  but  that  they have 

d iscovered drugs and that  they can ar rest  the dr iver .   They 

meaning the deduct ion I  am making,  i t  would be Traf f ic  

Of f icer  Mashaba.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    The dr iver  of  the t ruck was not  a rrested 

as we came to learn,  is  that  not  so?  

COLONEL STEYN :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can you expla in why?  You said that  10 

normal ly  the dr iver  would not  be ar rested.   I  mean,  I  am 

asking th is  because you have got  a vehic le,  you now have 

establ ished that  there are drugs on the vehic le.   Maybe the 

dr iver  should  no t  be ar rested,  but  the dr iver  would be 

quest ioned.    

COLONEL STEYN :    Def in i te ly  quest ioned,  not  necessar i l y  

ar rested.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And was the dr iver  quest ioned?  

COLONEL STEYN :    To my knowledge,  yes,  he was.   There 

should be a statement  f rom him in the docket  as wel l .  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so th is  scene is ,  now we can say 

that  th is  star ted in  the morning and i t  a rr i ved at  Aeroton  

roughly,  i t  was around towards 9.   This was on route,  by 9  

o 'c lock i t  was in  Aeroton.   

COLONEL STEYN :    I t  seems l ike i t  f rom th is  t ranscr ip t .  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  the cr ime scene star ts  p ret ty  ear ly  

in  the morning.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Indeed correc t ,  Commissioner .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so can you just  then go to  46.8?  

COLONEL STEYN :    46.8.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sorry,  Colonel ,  before you do that ,  th is  

page 30 document ,  th is  i s  a ca l l  to  10111.   I s  that  what  th is  

is?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I t  i s  a  radio ca l l  to  10111,  yes,  10 

Commissioner .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And would i t  have been avai lab le to  Mr 

Mashaba to have made a cal l  to  th is  same cent re request ing  

assistance at  th is  scene?  How does i t  work,  the system?  

COLONEL STEYN :    The system in essence would work as 

fo l lows.   He would be able to  make a te lephone cal l  to  

10111,  o r  he wou ld be able to  maybe,  i f  he is  got  a t ra f f ic  

department  radio wi th h im,  he would be able to  ca l l  in to h is  

cont ro l  cent re and request  to  be patched th rough to the 

10111 cent res .    20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    He does have a  means he had a means 

to ca l l  in  some way.   

COLONEL STEYN :    Absolute ly ,  even v ia phone,  yes.   Yes,  

Commissioner .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight ,  now th is  t ranscr ip t  here on 
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page 30,  I  have t r ied to fo l low Ms Hassim as she is  tak ing 

you through i t .   I t  is  very d i f f icu l t  for  me to form a p ictu re of  

in  fact  what  was happening in  th is  communicat ion .   We 

know f rom Ms Hassim that  B Bravo S ierra 12 is  Ms Ndou,  

she says.   But  what  is  a summary of  th is  communicat ion 

here?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I f  I  read through i t  and i f  I ,  wi th  my 

exper ience,  t ry  to  make sense of  th is ,  i s  what  happened 

was that  a ca l l  came through and in  the 10111 cent re they 

know where the vehic les are.   So,  the 10111 cent re would  10 

natura l l y  ca l l  a  vehic le c lose to the scene and say,  p lease 

go and have a look,  p lease respond,  we have a report  o f  a  

t ruck h i jacking at  th is  speci f ic  address.   Then Bravo S ier ra  

12 responded and seemingly they then had a conversat ion 

wi th Mr Mashaba and company and they received the  

explanat ion of  why are they fo l lowing the t ruck and i t  is  not  

a t ruck h i jacking.    

 And then eventua l ly  there at  11 :23 i t  was said that  

they have indeed escorted the t ruck and the pol ice ,  by the 

pol ice,  in  my opin ion,  refers there to themselves,  Mr 20 

Mashaba and the  people.   And tha t  they bel ieve tha t  there 

was something wrong wi th the t ruck and that  when they 

opened the t ruck ,  they found that  there were drugs ins ide  

the t ruck and they were of  the v iew that  the suspect  in  th is  

case would be the  t ruck dr iver  h imsel f .  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    So,  Ndou would have been responding 

to what  he had on 10111 and then Mashaba expla ined what  

i t  was about .   

COLONEL STEYN :    That  is  what  i t  looks l ike  to  me,  

Commissioner .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.   Thank you, 

Colonel .   Thanks,  Ms Hassim.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Maybe,  can I  just  c la r i fy  that  a l i t t le  

fur ther?  Is  i t  not  that  Sergeant  Ndou went  to  the scene and 

that  he was repor t ing back that  th is  is  what  happened rather  10 

than Mashaba re lay ing i t  v ia  Sergeant  Ndou.   i f  you know 

what  I  mean?  He goes to the scene.   He responds to the  

cal l .   

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    He goes to the scene.   He cal l s  JOC.   

So he cal ls  for  re inforcements.   He goes to the scene.   He 

establ ishes what  is  happening and he obviously had not  

reported back to 10111,  which is  why they then ca l l  h im a 

couple of  hours la ter  to  get  a report  back.   I  sk ipped over  i t  

and maybe that  was not  so good.   What  i t  shows is  that  as I  20 

see i t ,  the radio cont ro l ler  saying that  the superv isors are  

on thei r  neck,  meaning they in  the cal l  cent re need to be 

able to  sor t  o f  c lose of f  the …[intervenes]  

COLONEL STEYN :    The compla in t .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    The compla int .   
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COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  they cal l  back to h im to get  a  report  

back and then he reports back wi th what  he says at  

paragraph 2.13.  

COLONEL STEYN :    I f  I  read th is  th ing,  i t  is  c lear  to  me,  in  

my opin ion,  that  Sergeant  Ndou must  have in terv iewed 

people to  establ ish what  exact ly  was going on.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  thank you.   So,  we know now there  

are more,  because there are of f icers that  have been 

d ispatched to the scene,  there are now of f icers  ar r iv ing 10 

a l ready in  the morning.   Can you then go to paragraph 

46.8? 

COLONEL STEYN :    Of  my supplementary?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Of  your  supplementary.   

COLONEL STEYN :    Okay:  

“To compl icate mat ters fur ther ,  Scania  

Secur i ty  a lso ca l led a h ighway pat ro l  

vehic le which  was conduct ing a 

roadblock nearby.   Or near the scene,  

sorry. ”  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  in  addi t ion to these of f i cers,  in  

addi t ion to Sergeant  Ndou and h im cal l ing JOC and saying 

p lease send re inforcements,  you have got  the  Scania 

people themselves making cal l s  and so there is  addi t ional  

secur i t y  that  is  a r r iv ing.  
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COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And th is  wou ld be,  in  th is  case,  the 

h ighway pat ro l .   Do you know whether  i t  was just  one 

h ighway pat ro l  vehic le or  more than one?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  am not  sure i f  i t  was only one 

h ighway pat ro l  vehic le,  but  i f  my memory serves me wel l ,  

there was indeed a roadblock conducted by the Booysens 

people,  the Booysens pol ice personnel  in  the v ic in i ty .   And 

i t  was the h ighway pat ro l  vehic le  and some other  marked 

uni formed vehic les that  responded wi th the h ighway pat ro l .   10 

I  am not  sure how many,  but  i f  my memory serves me wel l ,  

there was more than one vehic le responding.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and then 46.9?  

COLONEL STEYN :    46.9:  

“More and more law enforcement  o f f icers 

came to the scene,  inc luding a K9 uni t  

members. ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So,  the K9 uni t  arr i ves and there  

is  a statement  by  Sergeant  Pakula  who says that  he cal led 

the K9 uni t  and that  i t  was h is b ro ther 's  K9 uni t  tha t  he had 20 

cal led.   Do I  correct  –  am I  recal l ing  that  cor rect ly?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I f  my memory serves me wel l ,  yes.   I  

th ink that  was cor rect .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so,  now that  we have got  a K9 

uni t  on the scene,  d id they conduct  an inspect ion w i th the  
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narcot ic  dog?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  am not  sure i f  they d id  indeed 

conduct ,  because remember at  tha t  s tage I  was st i l l  not  on  

scene.   But  yes,  I  was not  on scene,  so I  cannot  real ly  

comment  on i f  they d id the inspect ion,  yes or  no.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Should they have?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I t  would have been a good idea.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Because that  is  the point  o f  having a 10 

narcot ic  dog,  i s  to  at  least  at  a  pre l iminary level  es tabl ish  

whether  the cr ime scene you are deal ing wi th  is  one 

involv ing drugs.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  and search fo r  other  drugs that  

was not  maybe the ones that  were fa l l ing out  of  the 

conta iner .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Correct .   I  mean,  i t  is  possib le that  they 

might  have been more at  the back of  the conta iner .   

COLONEL STEYN :    Indeed correc t ,  Commissioners,  yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so,  I  just  want  to  know whether  20 

you are aware that  there are a l legat ions,  which I  am sure 

you are aware of  because you have been doing the  

invest igat ion.   There were a l legat ions by severa l  members 

at  the scene that  General  Khan had prevented the  K9 uni t  

f rom conduct ing the inspect ion.   
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COLONEL STEYN :    I  cannot  comment  on that  because,  

again,  I  was not  there at  that  s tage.   I  d id  not  speci f ica l l y  

hear  that .   But ,  and again,  a t  the  t ime I  ar r ived at  the cr ime 

scene,  General  Khan was no longer on the cr ime scene.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  but  you conf i rmed that  the K9 uni t  

should have been permi t ted to do an inspect ion.   

COLONEL STEYN :    I t  is  a lways a good idea,  yes,  

Commissioner .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thanks.   So,  then you can now go to  

46.10.   10 

COLONEL STEYN :     

“Later  DPCI members went  to  the  scene 

inc luding members that  I  inst ruc ted to 

at tend to the scene.   Persuant  to  my 

conversat ion wi th  General  Kadwa as set  

out  in  my main af f idavi t .   The scene was 

conta ined wi th many people (pol i ce and 

civ i l ian)  in  and around the scene. ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  th ink you said conta ined instead of  

contaminated.   20 

COLONEL STEYN :    Sorry.   Thank you,  Commiss ioner .   I  

appreciate.   The scene was contaminated.   There were way 

too many people  at  the cr ime scene,  Commissioner .   So,  

yes,  i t  was indeed contaminated by too many people,  pol i ce 

and c iv i l ian,  in  and around the scene.   
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so,  you say pursuant  to  your  

conversat ion wi th General  Kadwa,  he inst ructed you to 

at tend the scene.   I t  was General  Kadwa who inst ructed you 

to at tend the scene.   

COLONEL STEYN :    Commissioners,  that  is  indeed cor rect .   

He phoned me.   My or ig inal  s tatement  a lso ind icated that  he 

phoned me around 11 o 'c lock to ind icate that  there was a 

major  drug cr ime scene that  he wanted me and my team to 

at tend to.   And as I  ind icated in  my or ig inal  s tatement ,  I  

was then on route to  a meet ing in  Midrand.   I  in fo rmed h im 10 

of  such,  and I  then gave my two ICs at  the  t ime he was 

L ieutenant  Colonel  Ludick.   I  gave h im inst ruct ion to phone 

the General ,  get  the deta i ls ,  and act ivate the s tandby 

sect ion of  the SANEB team at  that  s tage.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    We wi l l  come back to that ,  to  your  

ar r iva l  and the ca l l .   

COLONEL STEYN :    Thank you.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  just  for  now want  to  establ ish that  i t  

was General  Kadwa,  and i t  was General  Khan who cal led  

General  Kadwa to  the scene in  the f i rs t  p lace.  20 

COLONEL STEYN :    I  was in formed l ike that  by  General  

Kadwa,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  thank you.   So,  you say then the  

scene was contaminated wi th many people,  and you say 

pol ice and c iv i l ians.   How is  i t  that  c iv i l ians wou ld have 
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access to a cr ime scene?  Was i t  not  cordoned of f?  

COLONEL STEYN :    A  very smal l  por t ion,  when I  a r r ived,  a  

very smal l  por t ion of  the scene was cordoned of f .   So,  the 

only p iece that  was cordoned of f  was the b lack  bakkie  

standing next  to  the t ruck wi th the conta iner  on the back.   

That  was the only por t ion that  was cordoned of f .   But  i t  is  

advisable to  make qui te  a  substant ia l  cordoning around a 

scene l ike that .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    In  fact ,  i f  I  could take you to the 

Nat ional  Inst ruct ion,  which is  inc luded in  the exhib i t  f i le ,  10 

Chai r ,  i t  is  CJC219,  and i f  you could go speci f ica l ly  to  page 

139.   

COLONEL STEYN :    I  am there .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    This is  under a sect ion of  the Nat ional  

Inst ruct ion cal led  the cont ro l l ing phase and what  the f i rs t  

responders should do.   But  11 (3)  says that :  

“The f i rs t  responder must  secure and 

protect  the cr ime scene by :  

[a}  Establ ish ing an inner cordon 

around the per imeter  of  the 20 

cr ime scene,  as wel l  as an outer  

cordon around the inner cordon 

to enable members to per form 

thei r  tasks wi th in the inner 

cordon. ”  
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Now,  can you just ,  because th is  cr ime scene has,  as I  

understand i t ,  the immediate cr ime scene is  where the  

drugs fa l l  o f f  the conta iner .    

COLONEL STEYN :    Indeed,  Commissioner .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then there is  a whole area around 

i t ,  inc luding the  t ruck i tse l f  and the immediate  v ic in i ty  

outs ide the warehouse that  would a lso need to be cordoned 

of f .   Can you help us to understand whether  th is  was 

compl ied wi th,  an  inner and an outer  cordon?  

COLONEL STEYN :    To an extent ,  the inner cordon was 10 

compl ied wi th,  bu t  the outer  cordon def in i te ly  not .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    What  would have been the outer  

cordon?  

COLONEL STEYN :    As I  ind icated,  Commissioner ,  the 

outer  cordon would be a l i t t le  b i t  o f  a  wider  a rea because i t  

is  l ike,  you know,  cer ta in people wi th speci f ic  taskings 

would be a l lowed in  the inner cordon,  whereas other  people  

wi th other  taskings,  maybe just  tak ing statements  and the 

l ike,  would be in  the outer  cordon.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  in  fact ,  maybe what  wi l l  he lp is  i f  we 20 

look at  the sketch  p lan of  the scene.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Let  us have a look at  that ,  and i t  i s  

a t tached to Of f icer  Wood's statement .   So that  would be 

CJC207.   I t  is  a t  page 21.   
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COLONEL STEYN :    23.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    The sketch p lan is  at  23,  but  i f  we could  

just  s ta r t  a t  21.  

COLONEL STEYN :    My apologies .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  a  statement  of  Warrant  Of f icer  

Wood.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Apologies.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can you just  te l l  us who she is?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Warrant  Of f icer  Wood,  at  that  t ime,  

was the standby member for  LCRC, the Local  Cr iminal  10 

Records Centre,  for  that  speci f i c  a rea.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  again,  the Commissioner  has heard  

a l i t t le  b i t  about  the Local  Cr iminal  Records Cent re and the  

importance of  the LCRC in cr ime scene management ,  so  

th is  i s  an important  person to arr ive on the scene,  r ight?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Absolute ly ,  to  assist  wi th  photographs 

and f ingerpr in ts and the l i ke,  yes,  Commissioner .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i f  you see at  paragraph 4,  she 

says,  in  fact ,  i f  you could just  read paragraph 4 in to the  

record.  20 

COLONEL STEYN :     

“On 2021-07-09 at  11 :45,  due to a 

request  of  Warrant  Of f i cer  Rikhotso,  I  

a t tended an a l leged cr ime scene,  an 

a l leged scene o f  cr ime at  Omni  Park  
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Aerodrome Dr ive,  Aeroton. ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  now when I  read th is  paragraph,  I  

read i t  as saying that  at  11 :45,  which  was as a resul t  o f  the  

request  of  Of f icer  Rikhotso,  she at tended the scene,  so that  

she was there at  11 :45.   What  is  your  comment  on that?  

COLONEL STEYN :    My comment ,  Commissioner ,  should be 

as fo l lows.   When I  ar r i ved at  the  cr ime scene,  one of  the 

th ings that  the Invest igat ing Of f icer ,  Capta in Sebo la ,  the  

t ime capta in,  requested me was to f ind out  what  the delay  

was in  LCRC's arr iva l  on the scene.   And remember,  my 10 

or ig inal  s tatement  would ind icate that  I  on ly ar r ived a t  about  

1.   So,  I  then made a cal l  to  the i r  o f f icers,  and they said,  i f  

my memory serves me wel l ,  that  th is  ind iv idual  was just  

busy on another  scene,  but  is  on route.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  she was not  there when you 

ar r ived?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  d id  not  see her  there,  and the  

Invest igat ing Of f i cer  a lso d id not  see her  there.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And you ar r ived at  around 1 o 'c lock?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  arr i ved at  about  1,  yes.   20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  th is  paragraph 4 at  11 :45,  i t  is  not  

correct .   Maybe she got  a ca l l  a t  11 :45?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  th ink that  would be more correct ,  

Commissioner ,  yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so,  then we have the cr ime 
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scene.   Page 22 is  the index to the sketch,  and then 23 is  

the sketch i t se l f .   So,  i f  we have a look at  23.   A l l  r ight ,  

what  a re we looking at  here,  Colonel?  

COLONEL STEYN :    This would have been the sketch of  the 

cr ime scene at  the t ime when Warrant  Of f icer  Wood was on 

the cr ime scene,  and what  she has observed.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And we see in  the sketch the a lphabets  

A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  et  cetera .   Can you just  te l l  us,  f rom the 

sketch,  which is  the actual  conta iner ,  the t ruck wi th the  

drugs?   10 

COLONEL STEYN :    That  would be A,  Commissioner .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And what  is  B?  

COLONEL STEYN :    B  would  be the b lack  bakkie ,  

Commissioner .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And E?  

COLONEL STEYN :    E  would be one of  the vehic les .   I  th ink 

that  was Pakula 's  vehic le,  i f  my memory serves me wel l .   I t  

was a red K ia.   Yes,  i t  was a red K ia.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so,  E is  a vehic le of  one of  the  

of f icers,  and then i f  we look a l i t t le  fur ther  down,  you see C 20 

and D.   Those are  two other  vehic les.   

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And accord ing  to Of f icer  Wood,  C is  a 

VW belonging to a suspect ,  she says.  

COLONEL STEYN :    I f  my memory serves me wel l ,  
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Commissioner ,  C was a GTI  Gol f  dr iven by the  Traf f ic  

Of f icer  Mashaba.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  C is  Mashaba 's vehic le.   

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And next  to  Mashaba's vehic le is  D,  

which is  a s i lver  BMW.  Do you know who that  belonged to?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Mr Mashaba's in fo rmer.   I  cannot  recal l  

whether  we spoke about  i t  ear l ie r .   What  he sent  h im,  I  

th ink,  is  Nku …[ in tervenes]  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Nku.   10 

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  they parked next  to  each other .   

How big is  th is  a rea in  the sketch p lan?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I t  is  qui te  a b ig area.   The inner area 

there,  I  would say,  is  at  least  twice the s ize of  th is  venue 

that  we are in ,  in  width.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   

COLONEL STEYN :    And maybe two or  three t imes in  

length.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i f  you were to descr ibe,  based on 20 

the sketch p lan,  where the inner cordon would be,  where 

would that  be?  

COLONEL STEYN :    The inner cordon would typ ica l l y  be 

f rom the conta iner  in  f ront  of  Vehic le E,  a round Vehic le A,  

and there on the sketch where Warehouse 7 star ts .   
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and the outer  cordon?   

COLONEL STEYN :    The outer  cordon would be f rom the 

outs ide of ,  in  my opin ion,  f rom the outs ide of  Warehouse 7,  

the top l ine of  Warehouse 7,  to  at  least  the bot tom l ine of  

Warehouse 4.   And then I  would a lso have cordoned of f  

Vehic le C and D.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So,  qui te  a la rge area.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And that ,  you say,  was not  cordoned 

of f?  10 

COLONEL STEYN :    The outer  cordon was not  cordoned of f  

on my ar r iva l .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   Do you know why i t  was not?   

Who was in  charge of  the scene at  the t ime?  

COLONEL STEYN :    A t  the t ime that  I  arr i ved there,  I  was 

in formed that  Capta in Sebola  was the cr ime scene manager,  

and so he was in  charge at  that  t ime of  the cr ime scene.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  I  mean,  th is  i s  d is turb ing because 

when you arr ived,  i t  is  1  o 'c lock.   

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.   20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    So many hours have gone by,  as we 

saw f rom the rad io,  two -way radio  ca l l  that  s ta r ted  in  the 

morning.   This i s  1  o 'c lock when you ar r ived,  that  had not  

taken p lace.   Okay.   So,  read 46.11,  p lease,  in to the record,  

and then we wi l l  move.  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Before you do that ,  Colonel .   In  an  

operat ion such as th is  …[intervenes]  

COLONEL STEYN :    Sorry,  Commissioner ,  I  d id  not  hear  

you.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    In  an operat ion such as th is ,  where  

in format ion,  accord ing to Mr Mashaba,  he got  the  

in format ion on the 8 t h  for  the f i rs t  t ime f rom his in former,  

and you have tes t i f ied what  happened on the 8 t h .   He went  

to ,  I  th ink,  Yel low Jersey,  and he was to ld,  no,  you cannot  

search.  10 

COLONEL STEYN :    Correct ,  Commissioner .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    The fo l lowing day,  they escort  th is  

vehic le to  the t ruck to Scania.   Can you th ink of  a  reason 

why the in former  would be on the scene,  on the  cr ime 

scene?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  cannot  th ink  of  any reason,  no.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   

COLONEL STEYN :    I t  is  actual ly ,  in  my opin ion,  i t  is  not  a 

good th ing to have an in former on the cr ime scene because 

then you can expose h im.   An in former is  supposed to be a 20 

person in  the background and not  to  be exposed.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   

COLONEL STEYN :    On the physica l  c r ime scene.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   So,  ord inar i ly ,  they would  not  be 

on the scene,  in  your  exper ience.  
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COLONEL STEYN :    In  my exper ience,  def in i te ly  not .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   Thanks,  Ms  Hassim.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And when you ar r ived,  was the in former  

st i l l  on the cr ime scene?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  Commissioner .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    We are going to  come back to i t .   So,  le t  

us just ,  46.11 of  your  statement ,  i f  you could read that  in to  

the record.  

COLONEL STEYN :     

“As ment ioned,  Capta in Sebola ,  now 10 

L ieutenant  Colonel  Sebola ,  was the  

designated invest igat ing of f i cer  and took 

over  the cr ime scene as the cr ime scene 

manager.   Af ter  in te rv iewing the  three 

of f icers on the scene,  he was of  the v iew 

that  the reasons for  the i r  presence were  

unsat is factory and that  they ought  to  be  

ar rested for  deal ing in  drugs.   He then 

took over  that  p rocess whi le  I  assisted 

wi th the  exhib i t  p rocesses as out l ined in  20 

my main statement . ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so,  th is  is  the appropr ia te p lace 

now for  us to  go to your  main  statement .   Can we go to that  

s tatement ,  p lease?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.   
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Because you now deal  wi th  your 

involvement  in  deta i l .   And I  would  l ike you to  go to 

paragraph 3.  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  am there.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    A l l  r ight .   So,  can you read paragraph 3 

in to the record?  

COLONEL STEYN :     

“On Fr iday,  2021 -07-09,  at  about  11H00,  

I  received a ca l l  f rom the Provincia l  

Head,  DPCI Gauteng,  Major  General  10 

Kadwa.   The General  in fo rmed me that  

there was a narcot ics cr ime scene that  

he needed me and my team to at tend to.   

The scene was at  the premises of  Scania 

Trucks in  Aeroton,  south of  

Johannesburg.   He in formed me that  a  

large consignment  of  drugs was found in  

the back of  a  conta iner  t ruck  (sh ipping 

conta iner ) . ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You can cont inue.  20 

COLONEL STEYN :     

“ I  was at  a  meet ing in  Midrand and 

in formed the General  as such.   I  then 

inst ructed my second- in-command,  

L ieutenant  Colonel  Ludick at  the  t ime,  
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te lephonical l y ,  to  contact  General  Kadwa 

and ar range the  standby members and 

h imsel f  to  at tend the scene. ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And d id he?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I t  was reported to me that  he actual ly  

drove to the scene wi th General  Kadwa.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And d id they arr ive wi th standby 

members?  

COLONEL STEYN :    He d id arr ive wi th standby members,  

and I  found h im and the standby members at  the scene 10 

when I  ar r ived there at  about  1  o 'c lock.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  cont inue.  

COLONEL STEYN :     

“Because of  the ment ioned meet ing I  was 

involved in ,  I  ar r ived at  the scene at  

about  1 o 'c lock on the same day.   I  found 

a la rge number  of  pol i ce of f icers on  

scene,  uni formed and detect ives.   A lso 

on scene were members of  my team, 

Br igadier  Sekgobeal .   The Br igadier  is  20 

the DPCI Ser ious Organised Cr ime 

Provincia l  Commander and,  in  essence,  

my d i rect  commander.   A lso,  there was 

General  Kadwa,  the DPCI Provincia l  

Head. ”  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    And what  was the scene?  What  d id you 

see when you arr ived?  Can you te l l  us what  you wi tnessed 

when you arr ived?  

COLONEL STEYN :    L ike I  s tated ear l ie r ,  there was a lo t  o f  

po l i ce of f icers,  a  lo t  o f  po l ice veh ic les there.   And I  would  

descr ibe i t  as c lose to chaot ic .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    About  how many people are you ta lk ing  

about?  

COLONEL STEYN :    For ty,  50 people,  easy.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And in  th is  a rea that  you said that  had 10 

not  been cordoned of f?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Indeed correc t ,  Commissioner .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So fur ther  contaminat ing the scene?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Fur ther  contaminat ing the scene,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You can cont inue.   

COLONEL STEYN :     

“ I  approached L ieutenant  Colonel  Ludick  

who br ie fed me on the s i tuat ion of  the  

scene.   And he a lso ind icated to  me in  

my absence he appointed Capta in 20 

Sebola ,  now Lieutenant  Colonel ,  as the 

invest igat ing of f icer .   I  approached 

Capta in Sebola  as  the arrangement  i s  

that  the invest iga t ing of f icer  on scene is  

the scene manager.   And I  o f fe red my 
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assistance and he lp to  h im. ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  le t  us pause you there fo r  a  

moment .   Why d id L ieutenant  Colonel  Ludick delegate the 

scene to Capta in Sebola?  You had g iven h im an inst ruct ion 

to go and at tend and manage the scene,  r ight?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Indeed.   But  he was not  an  

invest igat ing of f icer .   We sor t  o f  make tu rns on who is  the  

next  invest igat ing  of f icer .   And th is  t ime the coin fe l l  wi th  

Capta in Sebola  at  the t ime.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so,  he is  inst ructed by Colonel  10 

Ludick?  

COLONEL STEYN :    In  my absence Colonel  Ludick  was my 

second in  command of  the team.  So,  he inst ructed Capta in  

Sebola  to  be the invest igat ing of f i cer .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And do you know what  t ime they had 

ar r ived on the scene?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  am not  sure,  Commissioners.   I t  

would probably be in  the i r  s tatements.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  cer ta in ly ,  by the t ime you arr ive at  1  

o 'c lock i t  is  chaot ic .   20 

COLONEL STEYN :    I  can descr ibe i t  as such,  

Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can you cont inue wi th paragraph 7 and 

we wi l l  take that  s lowly.   But  i f  you could just  s tar t  reading 

that  in to the record.  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Maybe before you do that  Colonel ,  how 

does i t  work?  We know Mr Mashaba is  f rom Traf f ic ,  he is  

Chief  o f  Traf f ic .   And I  th ink,  and then he is  ca l led h is 

people.   In  my understanding a l l  o f  them are SAPS,  not  

DPCI.   And I  th ink e lsewhere,  in  your  statement  you are 

repeat ing what  someone said,  Booysens SAPS Booysens  

were there.   How does i t  work that  th is  becomes a DPCI 

scene,  as we see wi th Sebola ,  when in  fact  the or ig inal  

f inder ,  for  lack o f  a  bet ter  word,  the or ig inal  f inder  of  the 

drugs is  Traf f ic ,  but  there is  a lso SAPS by the t ime you get  10 

your ca l l  f rom General  Kadwa.   How does i t  work?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Commissioner ,  as I  ind icated ear l ier ,  

the issue is  tha t  when i t  comes to th is  s ize of  d rug 

consignments,  i t  is  c lear ly  a t ransnat ional  or  even t rans -

in ternat ional  t ra f f ick ing of  i l l ic i t  narcot ics that  is  tak ing  

p lace.   So that  is  why the DPCI would typ ica l l y  take over  

such an invest iga t ion.   Because we have a b igger footpr in t  

and as I  ind icated ear l ie r ,  our  nat ional  coord inator  a lso  

deals wi th law enforcement  agencies outs ide of  our  borders.   

So that  is  why i t  would typ ica l ly  be a DPCI  mat ter ,  20 

Commissioner .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    And is  that  a common understanding 

wi th in law enforcement?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  Commissioner .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So Chief  Mashaba,  i f  he knows anyth ing  
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about  drug enforcement ,  he would have known that  th is  i s  a 

DPCI mat ter  and would have contacted DPCI.   Does i t  

fo l low necessar i l y?  

COLONEL STEYN :    In  my opin ion,  he should have known 

as a senior  member,  yes,  Commissioner .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  that  th is  i s  a DPCI mandate mat ter .  

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  Commissioner .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Colonel .   Paragraph 7.   

COLONEL STEYN :    Paragraph 7 :  10 

“Capta in Sebola  ind icated to me that  he requests  

me to assist  wi th  the fo l lowing issues.    

[1 ]  He compla ined that  there were too  many 

people wi th in the cr ime scene.   I  

inst ructed some of  my team members to 

cordon the immediate area around the  

vehic les involved the t ruck wi th the 

conta iner  and the vehic les on wh ich the 

exhib i ts  was loaded onto.   Non-essent ia l  

personnel  were  moved outs ide the 20 

cordoned area. ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so  is  th is  now where  you 

establ ish the outer?  

COLONEL STEYN :    The outer  cordon,  yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Why d id i t  requi re you to arr i ve  on the 
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scene to do th is  i f  Capta in Sebola  was in  charge?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Capta in Sebola ,  one must  understand,  

as I  ment ioned,  Commissioner ,  i t  was a chaot ic  scene,  and I  

th ink he was more concerned wi th safeguard ing the exhib i ts  

as our  protocols  need us to do.   The exhib i t s  and the 

suspects,  he was concent rat ing on that  and that  i s  why I  

th ink he in i t ia l l y  le f t  the outer  cordon not  to  be done.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  you accept  that  the appropr ia te 

th ing for  h im to have done was to cordon i t  o f f?   There were 

many of f icers on the scene that  could have assisted  to do  10 

that .   

COLONEL STEYN :    Absolute ly ,  i t  was,  but  at  the end of  the 

day,  one should  have been on the scene to real ise how 

hect ic  i t  actual ly  was.   So,  to  a la rge extent ,  I  understand 

why he d id what  he d id.   Because he was t ry ing  to,  the 

scene was ser iously compromised and ser iously 

contaminated at  that  s tage a l ready by the number of  people  

on the scene.   So,  in  t ry ing to star t  deal ing wi th that ,  I  th ink 

he just ,  you know,  i t  was an e lephant  that  he needed to 

at tend to,  so he star ted at tending to i t  p iece by p iece.   I  20 

th ink that  is  why the outer  cordon at  that  s tage was not  a 

pr ior i t y  for  h im.   That  is  just  my opin ion based on previous 

exper ience wi th h im on cr ime scenes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  was an overwhelming scene.  

COLONEL STEYN :    I t  was one of  the b iggest  scenes I  have 
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ever  at tended to personal ly  as wel l .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Right ,  and was General  Kadwa st i l l  on  

the scene when you ar r ived?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  he was.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And what  would have been h is  

responsib i l i t y  in  a scene l i ke th is?  Chaot ic ,  overwhelming.   

I  am not  making any judgement  ca l l s  here or  anyth ing on 

Capta in Sebola .   I  am just  saying that  th is  is  the real i ty  of  

the scene.   And you have General  Kadwa,  who is  the 

provinc ia l  head.   What  would have been h is responsib i l i ty?  10 

COLONEL STEYN :    General l y  speaking,  General  Kadwa 

would not  have involved h imsel f  in  ground operat ional  

issues.   So,  he  would have not  inst ructed people to  

coord inate,  to  do  X,  Y and Z.   He was,  typ ica l l y  he would 

just  be in  the background,  and he would be br ie fed what  

was going on.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  I  am going to come back to that .   

Because I  do f ind  th is  in terest ing,  the extent  to  which there  

is  a lack of  cont ro l  here,  r ight ,  o f  the scene.   So,  the f i rs t  

th ing is ,  you move in  and you cordon of f  the outs ide .   20 

COLONEL STEYN :    I  inst ruct  people to  cordon of f ,  to  do an 

outer  cordon,  yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    A l l  r ight ,  and then paragraph 2?  

COLONEL STEYN :     

“He requested members to assist  in 
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tak ing wi tness statements.   I  a lso  tasked 

members to ta lk  to  Capta in Sebola  fo r  

h im to ind icate whose statements need to 

be taken. ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so you assisted wi th  tasking 

members on Capta in Sebola 's  beha l f .   

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    A l l  r ight ,  paragraph 3? 

COLONEL STEYN :     

“He indicated to  me who the suspects 10 

were and requested members to deal  wi th  

them.   I  tasked members accord ing ly. ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  now on th is  point  o f  the suspects,  

what  were you assist ing h im to do?  When you say you 

tasked the members accord ingly,  what  were they meant  to  

do wi th the suspects?  

COLONEL STEYN :    S tar t  in terv iewing the suspects,  s ta r t  

tak ing thei r  warn ing statements to  get  a bet ter  g is t  o f  the 

cr ime scene and thei r  ro le on the cr ime scene.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And that  would have been,  who were the 20 

suspects?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Mr Mashaba,  Mr Ndou,  Pakula,  and I  

cannot  now remember the four th one,  but  there were four  

suspects Commissioners.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Was i t  not  the in formant?  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Nku.   

COLONEL STEYN :    That  was Nku,  Commissioner.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  th ink when you said Ndou,  you meant  

Nku.   

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  sorry Commissioner .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  Pakula,  I  just  want  to  a lso get  a b i t  

o f  c lar i t y  on th is .   And in  order  to  do that ,  we need to go to  

the f i rs t  s tatement  you made on th is ,  not  for  the 

Commission,  but  at  the t ime.   And that  is  your  statement  of  

13 July 2021,  which  is  CJC203.   And i t  i s  a t  page 1  of  the 10 

bundle.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Colonel ,  you should have been a  doctor  

in  your  other  l i fe .  

COLONEL STEYN :    My handwr i t ing is  a chal lenge.   I  have 

heard that  so many t imes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  we are going to need your help 

here.   I  d id  read i t ,  be l ieve i t  or  not .   And wi th some 

di f f icu l t y .   So le t  us just  have a look at  th is  statement .   And 

what  I  would l i ke  you to read,  wel l ,  you can read anyth ing  20 

you want .   But  my par t icu la r  in terest  was at  paragraph 5.   

Could you read that  in to the record for  the Commission?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  ask,  how do you know what  i s  wr i t ten 

in  paragraph 5?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   
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COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  Commissioner ,  somet imes i t  i s  

even a  chal lenge for  mysel f .   But  I  wi l l  read i t  to  the best  of  

my abi l i t y .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.  

COLONEL STEYN :     

“ I  was assist ing wi th the General  work ing  

on the scene when I  was in t roduced to 

Colonel  Sephungu as being the 

Commander of  Warrant  Of f i cer  Pakula,  a  

member of  the Nat ional  Invest igat ion Uni t  10 

based in  Pretor ia .   Warrant  Of f icer  

Pakula was one of  the persons p laced 

under arrest .   I  then,  in  the presence of  

General  Kadwa,  I  asked Colonel  

Sephungu i f  he  was aware o f  the 

operat ion that  h is  member  was 

conduct ing.   He ind icated that  he is  

actual ly  on leave,  but  received a  

message f rom his  member,  Warrant  

Of f icer  Pakula,  a t  08 :27,  that  he,  Warrant  20 

Of f icer  Pakula,  was fo l lowing up on drug -

re lated in format ion.   He a lso of fered to  

show me,  to  show us the message.   I  le f t  

the Colonel  and cont inued wi th my 

dut ies,  and I  reca l l  that  I …”  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Relayed.   

COLONEL STEYN :    Now I  have a chal lenge.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Relayed.  

COLONEL STEYN :     

“Relayed to Capta in Se bola that  we,  in  

due course,  should a lso obta in a 

statement  f rom Colonel  Sephungu,  and 

a lso ind icated to h im that ,  what  the 

colonel  sa id. ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so,  when Of f icer  Pakula ,  before  10 

Of f icer  Pakula,  what  th is  says is  that  before Of f icer  Pakula 

ar r ived on the scene,  he d id ca l l  h is  commander.   

COLONEL STEYN :    That  is  what  is  ind icated to me,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and he in formed h is Commander,  

and as I  unders tand i t ,  but  correct  me i f  I  am wrong, 

Colonel  Sephungu d id not  object  to  h im at tending to the  

scene.   

COLONEL STEYN :    I t  d id  not  look l i ke that .   Colonel  

Sephungu,  as I  remember cor rect ly  and as I  s tated here,  

was on leave at  the t ime.   So,  Pakula should have in formed 20 

whoever was act ing  in  Sephungu 's  p lace,  but  that  i s  just  my 

v iew of  th is .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  even though he was on leave,  he  

came to the scene,  Colonel  Sephungu?   

COLONEL STEYN :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner .  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Is  that  normal?  

COLONEL STEYN :    No,  that  is  not  normal .   I f  you are on 

leave,  you are on leave.   You are not  supposed to involve  

yoursel f  wi th  of f ic ia l  dut ies when you are on leave.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  you then in formed Capta in  S ebola 

of  th is  conversat ion,  and you say to h im,  th is  is  what  was 

to ld to  you,  and that  a statement  should be taken f rom 

Colonel  Sephungu.   

COLONEL STEYN :    That  is  indeed cor rect ,  Commissioner .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and do you know whether  that  10 

statement  was taken at  the t ime?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  th ink i t  was taken la ter ,  but  I  cannot  

conf i rm that .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   Let  us move to paragraph 4,  7.4  

of  your  statement .   Go back to your  statement .  

COLONEL STEYN :    Okay:  

“He requested members to deal  w i th  the 

exhib i ts .   I  then,  and th is  I  remember 

speci f ica l l y  because there was an issue 

la ter ,  I  speci f i ca l ly  to ld  Capta in Nort je  20 

and Warrant  Of f i cer  Morr is  to  deal  wi th  

the issue of  the exhib i ts .   The 

safeguard ing,  count ing,  and genera l  

handl ing of  the exhib i t s . ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  I  want  to  deal  wi th  these exhib i ts  
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and the count ing  in  a b i t  more  deta i l .   So,  I  am going to  

come back to i t .   Can you f i rs t  read in  paragraph 5 before I  

come back to paragraph 4?  

COLONEL STEYN :     

“He asked me to  contact  FSL and LCRC 

to assist  wi th  the  handl ing of  the exhib i t s  

and the photographing thereof  at  the  

scene.   I  adhere  to the request .   Forensic  

Science Laboratory ind icated that  they 

were not  able to  assist  as they were 10 

running on skeleton staf f  because of  

COVID and a lso  had a problem wi th  

storage space.   LCRC was busy at  

another  scene,  a rr i v ing a l i t t le  b i t  la ter ,  

and deal t  wi th  the photographing of  the 

scene and the exhib i t s  and the ‘ le f tovers ’  

o f  the b lack carry bags as wel l  as that  

was handed to the LCRC member fo r  

DNA and f ingerpr in t  analys is. ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So,  just  on th is  point  5 ,  we saw 20 

in  the Port  Shepstone case a s imi lar  th ing.   I t  was a  chaot ic  

scene.    

COLONEL STEYN :    Indeed.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    There was contaminat ion.   I t  dest roys 

the in tegr i ty  of  the evidence.  
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COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    The second para l le l  here is ,  l ike in  Port  

Shepstone,  the lab d id not  have storage space to take the  

drugs.   

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  Commissioner .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    What  i s  the problem here?  Why does 

the lab not  have suf f ic ient  s torage space?  

COLONEL STEYN :    There is  just  no space.   L i tera l ly ,  there 

is  no space.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Because of  the number of  exhib i t s?  10 

COLONEL STEYN :    Exhib i t s  being stored there and i t  a lso  

rever ts back to the pr ior  th ing that  I  sa id in  terms of  the 

leg is la t ion where we current ly  have to keep exhib i t s  for  way 

too long and one runs out  of  space.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    And there  are not  that  many labs in  the 

area,  I  suppose.  

COLONEL STEYN :    In  Gauteng,  there is  one lab in  

Pretor ia .   That  is  the main fo rensic lab.   And I  know there is  

one in  Cape Town.   There used to be one in  KZN as wel l ,  

but  the one in  KZN got  damaged.   I t  had ser ious,  ser ious 20 

f lood damage.   So,  exhib i ts  at  that  t ime were no longer  

going there.   

COLONEL STEYN :    Is  that  the one in  Amanzimtot i?   

COLONEL STEYN :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  there is  just  one lab and that  is  in  
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Pretor ia?  

COLONEL STEYN :    And then there is  one in  Cape Town.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    In  Gauteng,  I  mean.   

COLONEL STEYN :    In  Gauteng,  just  the one in  Pre tor ia .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Pretor ia  East  in  S i lver ton.   

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  S i lver ton.   That  is  cor rect ,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And so,  you say that  they are not  able 

to  assist .   So,  we wi l l  come to then what  happens wi th the  

exhib i ts .   But  the second th ing that  you say is  when you 

ar r ived,  the LCRC was st i l l  not  there.   At  what  t ime d id,  and 10 

the of f i cer ,  the member,  LCRC member we know now is  

Of f icer  Wood.   What  t ime d id she arr ive?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Excuse me,  Commissioners.   I  do not  

have the speci f ic  t ime that  she arr ived.   But  obvious ly when 

she arr ived,  she would have star ted to take photographs.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Let  us have a  look at  the photographs 

that  you provided.   

COLONEL STEYN :    Photographs that  I  provided wi th her  

tak ing photographs.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Cor rect .   20 

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Let  us go to,  wel l ,  le t  us star t  a t  page 9.   

We saw these ear l ier  th is  morning.   Okay,  so as I  sa id,  I  am 

going to come back to the exhib i t s  and the count ing  of  the 

exhib i ts .   But  for  now,  th is  i s  a photograph that  would have 
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been taken,  th is  is  not  the actual  photograph taken by 

Of f icer  Wood.   

COLONEL STEYN :    No.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  she would  have taken photographs 

of  th is .  

COLONEL STEYN :    S imi lar  photographs,  yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And page 10.   

COLONEL STEYN :    That  would be cor rect ,  Commissioner .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And page 11.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Page 11 …[in tervenes]  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can you te l l  us who are the people in  

th is  photograph to star t  wi th?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  am t ry ing to see,  I  do not ,  I  cannot  

recal l  who is  the person wi th the orange jacket .   Next  to  h im 

would be my good sel f .   I  a lso do not  know who the  person 

is  here wi th the back to us.   And the person,  the last  person 

there looks l ike,  or  the second last  person,  that  looks l i ke  

Warrant  Of f icer  Woods.   And the  next  photo wi l l  show us 

bet te r .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Before we move on to the  next  photo,  20 

th is  looks l ike i t  is  a t  n ight t ime.   

COLONEL STEYN :    Indeed correct ,  Commissioner .   One 

should just  be in  mind that  around 5,  05:30 in  winter  i t  

becomes dark.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  i t  is  a l ready get t ing dark.   
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COLONEL STEYN :    Indeed,  Commissioner .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    What  a re the bags that  are being  

handled by the of f icers?  

COLONEL STEYN :    These are the bags tha t ,  the 

remainders of  the b lack bags tha t  we saw in the  ear l ier  

photographs.   The remainder of  the b lack bags was put  in  

these evidence bags,  and she was busy photographing the  

remainder  of  the b lack bags.   As I  ind icated,  i t  was g iven to 

her  on the scene.   But  she would photograph i t  before she 

leaves wi th i t  to  go and check for  DNA f ingerpr in ts  in  and 10 

outs ide these bags.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so i f  we look at  page 12.  

COLONEL STEYN :    That  would be Of f i cer  Wood tak ing the  

photographs of  these bags to the ,  i f  I  have a look at  the  

p icture as i t  l ies in  f ront  of  me,  to  the far  r ight .   And I  see 

now the person there to the far  le f t ,  that  looks l ike  Capta in 

Nort je .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    To the fa r  le f t .   

COLONEL STEYN :    Wi th h is  back,  wi th  h is  back towards 

the photographer th is  s ide.  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  see.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Right  next  to  the  -  r ight  next  to  the 

bags on the le f thand s ide,  r ight  opposi te  Of f i cer  Woods.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  am not  sure I  fo l low exact ly .   Is  i t  the 

person,  there is  a  person wi th a long coat?  
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COLONEL STEYN :    The person wi th the long coat  looks 

l ike Br igadier  Sekgobela ,  my d i rect  Commander.   And then 

just  in  f ront  of  her ,  to  her  le f thand s ide.   That  would have 

been Capta in Nor t je .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and f ina l ly ,  page 13.   Who are  -  

wel l  we can see Of f icer  Wood st i l l  tak ing photographs.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Of f icer  Wood st i l l  tak ing photographs.   

That  looks l i ke to  the  -  these would be,  would have been 

two members f rom my team.  They are  def in i te ly  busy wi th 

complet ing registers there.   For  the of f ic ia l  dot t ing down of  10 

the issues,  of  the deta i ls  of  these evidence bags.   Maybe 

assist ing Morr is  and Nort je .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  a l l  r ight ,  so and now th is  is  af te r  

dark.  

COLONEL STEYN :    This is  now ser iously af ter  dark,  yes,  

Commissioners.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can we take a  step back and now deal  

wi th  the exhib i t s  and the handl ing of  the exhib i ts?  You said  

that  you had inst ructed,  assisted Capta in Sebola  by 

inst ruct ing  …[intervenes]  20 

COLONEL STEYN :    Nort je  and Morr is .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Capta in Nort je  and Warrant  Of f icer  

Morr is .   

COLONEL STEYN :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  now to do what?  To count ,  to  do 
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what  exact ly?  A l l  the bags,  these drugs,  these br icks,  a re 

they st i l l  in  the b lack wrappings?  

COLONEL STEYN :    They are  st i l l  in  the b lack wrappings.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    In  the canvas bags.   

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  i f  you,  i f  I  can take you back,  

where is  the photographs that  we just  had?  I f  you go back 

to photograph 4.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.   

COLONEL STEYN :    When these bags were st i l l  on the back 

of  the b lack bakkie ,  they were st i l l  on the back of  the b lack 10 

bakkie .   I  inst ructed those two to s tar t  unpacking th is  b lack 

bakkie  and th is  is  where they star ted.   In  other  words,  they 

were busy unpacking these bags and as the bags were put  

there,  th is  photograph was taken.   Photograph was taken.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so ,  these were now the 

photographs of  the bags that  are 23.   And then what  is  the 

next  s tep?   

COLONEL STEYN :    The next  s tep would be to open these 

bags and inspect  the content  of  i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And to count .   20 

COLONEL STEYN :    Wel l ,  f i rs t  see what  is  ins ide the bags.   

Remember,  we d id not  know what  was ins ide these bags.   

When they opened the f i rs t  bag and they saw the br icks,  

they cal led me over to  say,  Colonel ,  come and look what  we 

have here.   And then we immediate ly  real i sed what  we had.   
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Wel l ,  as I  sa id ear l ier ,  a l though i t  needed to be conf i rmed 

by analys is by fo rensics,  we knew that  we had a very,  very  

large ind icat ion that  we are deal ing wi th Cocaine br icks 

here.   So they showed i t  to  me.   I  sa id,  unpack everyth ing  

and count  i t  and put  i t  in to evidence bags.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And was th is  done in  f ron t  of  the  

suspects?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  am not  sure where the suspects was 

at  that  s tage,  bu t  the suspects were being deal t  wi th  by  

Sebola  and the  people I  inst ructed to assist  h im wi th 10 

deal ing wi th the suspects.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Would i t  be requi red that  i t  is  done in  

f ront  of  the suspects?  

COLONEL STEYN :    The evidence bags sealed in  f ront  of  

the suspects,  yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  you are saying you do not  know 

whether  i t  was done or  i t  was not  done?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  am not  sure  i f  i t  was done,  no .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    By the t ime you inst ructed that  the bags 20 

be removed f rom the bakkie  and they end up on the f loor  

here,  by that  t ime or  today,  was there a record completed 

by Mr Mashaba or  any members o f  h is  team that  ref lected 

that  so many bags had been removed f rom the conta iner  

onto thei r  vehic le?  



    11 MAY 2026 – DAY 105 
 

Page 108  o f  166  

 

 

COLONEL STEYN :    Commissioner ,  I  am not  aware of  any 

such record,  Commissioner .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    You are not  aware of  that?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  am not  aware of  any such record.   To  

the best  of  my recol lect ion,  such a record does not  ex ist .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    They had not  completed any record?  

COLONEL STEYN :    No,  Commissioner .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  Colonel ,  we are going to go s lowly  

through the exhib i ts  and what  you and Capta in  Nor t je  and 10 

them found and how many br icks,  et  cetera .   But  I  do not  

want  to  over look any aspect  of  your  statement  as  we do 

that .   So,  can you just  read in  paragraph 8 and 9 before I  

ask my next  quest ions?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Okay:  

“ I  genera l l y  assisted and supported 

Capta in Sebola  and other  team members 

wi th the i r  dut ies on the cr ime scene.   I  

was happy wi th the way in  which Capta in 

Sebola  deal t  wi th  the issue of  the  cr ime 20 

scene management ,  a l though the scene 

was a l ready ser iously compromised,  we 

deal t  wi th  i t  to  the best  of  our  abi l i ty .   I  

a lso at tended to  a l l  immediate reports 

that  needed to  be submit ted.   In  speci f ic  
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re la t ion to handl ing  the exhib i t s ,  I  would  

l ike to  state the fo l lowing.   The exhib i t s  

were packed in  b lack bags wi th handles.   

The two members  who I  assigned to deal  

wi th  the exhib i t s ,  as ment ioned,  Supra,  

opened these bags and showed me that  i t  

conta ined br icks.   These br icks  were 

wrapped in  b lack  and t ransparent  wrap.   

Out  of  exper ience,  the team bel ieved 

these br icks to  conta in Cocaine ( th is ,  10 

however,  would only be conf i rmed by 

Forensic Science Laboratory 's  analys is )  

and weight  p lus minus 1 k i logramme per 

br ick.   These br icks a lso had markings on 

i t  and the two I  can remember was a bul l  

red in  co lour  and a seagul l  in  b lack 

colour  wi th a wh i te background.   These 

br icks were packed out ,  counted and 

photographed.   The count  came to  715 in  

to ta l .   The br icks were then sea led in  20 

of f ic ia l  exhib i t  bags and recorded in  

number of  the br icks per  bag and bag 

numbers.   These exhib i t  bags have 

speci f ic  and unique ser ia l  numbers as 

wel l .   I  assisted Capta in Sebola  to  make 



    11 MAY 2026 – DAY 105 
 

Page 110  o f  166  

 

 

ar rangements fo r  the exhib i t s  to  be 

t ransported to Booysens SAPS as the  

cr ime scene was in  the i r  a rea.   The 

exhib i ts  were t ransported to Booysens  

SAPS in an of f i c ia l  po l ice vehic le under 

armed guard  (SAPS members ) .   The two 

members who I  appointed as the 

members responsib le for  the exhib i t s  

a lso accompanied the exhib i t s  to  hand i t  

in  to  the SAP13. ”  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  le t  us pause there.   Let  us go to 

the SAP13 regis ter .   That  you wi l l  f ind at  CJC211 and 

speci f ica l l y  page 41.   Have you got  i t ,  Colonel?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  have,  sorry.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  am I  r igh t  that  th is  i s  the  SAP13 

register?  

COLONEL STEYN :    This is  def in i te ly  SAP13 register .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And we see on the le f t -hand column on 

that  page the date 9 Ju ly 2021.   Right?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  Ma’am.  20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then i t  says which stat ion  in  the  

second column.   And i t  l is ts  the cr ime,  deal ing in  drugs.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Correct ,  Commissioner .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then the th i rd co lumn is  the column 

that  descr ibes the exhib i t s  that  are booked in  to  the 
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reg ister .  

COLONEL STEYN :    Indeed,  cor rect .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i t  s ta r ts  at  3 .1.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Correct .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can you just ,  we do not  need to go 

through every s ingle one,  but  can you just  descr ibe to us 

what  i s  conta ined here in  3.1 to  the  end?  

COLONEL STEYN :    3 .1 descr ibes 1- t ime sealed bag wi th  

ser ia l  number PAB000297151,  conta in ing 18 t imes 1 

k i logramme br icks.   I  cannot  read that  word,  suspected 10 

Cocaine.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Possib le.   

COLONEL STEYN :    Possib le suspected Cocaine.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Right .   So,  that  is  3.1.   So,  each ent ry,  

i f  we look down that  co lumn,  i t  goes a l l  the way to 3.49.   

There is  one page dupl icated.   But  i f  you go a l l  the way 

down,  scro l l  down,  i t  goes to 3.49.   

COLONEL STEYN :    Correct ,  Commissioner .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Now,  I  have counted these,  and in  fact ,  

i t  amounts to  684.   I  do not  know whether  you have checked 20 

th is  count .  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  have not  checked i t ,  no.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  amounts to  684 br icks,  a  to ta l  o f  684 

br icks.   But  I  th ink the reason fo r  that  i s  i f  you look at  3 .12.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Page? 
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ADV HASSIM SC :    Page 43,  Chai r .    

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  they d id not  wr i te  in  the  number  

of  br icks.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Cor rect .   And i f  you cross -check that  

exhib i t  bag number wi th Morr is '  s tatement ,  you wi l l  see i t  i s  

meant  to  be 16,  and we wi l l  look at  that  in  a moment .   So,  in  

fact ,  the amount  should be 700,  not  684,  i f  you add in  the 

16.   But  700 is  a lso not  715.   And in  your  statement ,  you 

said there  were  715.   Can you just  expla in that  d iscrepancy 

between the SAP13 register  and  …[incomplete]?  10 

COLONEL STEYN :    I  cannot ,  because I  was not  present  

when th is  was handed in .   I  do not  know i f  they omi t ted by  

count ing some other  b r icks just  by  just  handing in  the bag 

i tse l f .   But  on scene,  i t  was repor ted to me that  there are  

715 br icks.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Do you know why they do not  put  the 

tota l  a t  the end o f  the ent r ies?  I  mean,  i t  would make l i fe  

easy fo r  everybody.   Because when you read th is  many 

years down the l ine,  I  would expect  that  3.1 to  3.  whatever .   

A t  the end,  they would ta l l y  a l l  o f  them together  and say 20 

tota l  equal  to .  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  wi l l  agree wi th  you,  Commissioner .   

That  would have been much easier .   But  again,  remember,  I  

was not  there when th is  exhib i t  was booked in to the SAP13.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  i f  you have th is  h is to ry of  exhib i ts  
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go ing missing whi le  in  pol i ce custody,  sure ly i t  would help i f  

when they are f i rs t  booked in ,  there is  a proper en t ry,  and 

they are ta l l ied and a tota l  number  is  inser ted there.  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  would agree wi th you,  Commissioner .   

I  th ink i f  we have a look at  Morr is  and Nort je 's  s tatement ,  

they kept  record  of  th is .   I  do not  know i f  one was just  

missed or  something.   But  I  to ta l l y  agree wi th you,  

Commissioner .   That  would indeed make a lo t  o f  sense.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  I  mean,  the quest ion f rom 

Commissioner  Khumalo  is  important  because i t  is  about  10 

mainta in ing the chain of  custody and the in tegr i t y  of  the 

evidence,  which wi l l  he lp to  secure a successfu l  p rosecut ion 

down the l ine.   So,  each step a long the way is  hugely  

important .   I t  might  seem very smal l ,  but  i t  is  not .   So,  the 

er ror  in  the SAP13 register  3.12 looks l ike i t  was just  an  

er ror  i f  one does a cross -check.   But  i t  could become 

s igni f i cant .  

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i t  is  an important  th ing to get  

correct .   And I  th ink that  i s  why th is  quest ion is  qui te  20 

important .   So,  what  we have is  the SAP13 register ,  which  

amounts to  684.   But  le t  us say,  we l l ,  we have seen 3.12.   I t  

was just  an omission of  16.   So,  i t  actual ly  to ta ls  700.   But  

you say i t  should actual ly  be  715.   I f  we go to Warrant  

Of f icer  Morr is '  s ta tement ,  i t  is  a  warrant  of f icer .   Am I  r ight?  
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COLONEL STEYN :    Morr is  was a warrant  of f icer ,  yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  that  would be CJC206,  and i t  s ta r ts  

at  page 16.   And the re levant  par t  for  us,  a l though you are  

welcome to take us  anywhere e lse  in  the statement  i f  you 

wish,  but  i f  I  could ask you to have a look at  paragraph 9.   

In  fact ,  the f i rs t  th ing I  should probably do is  exp la in my 

own th ink ing.   So,  the SAP13 register ,  you do not  need to  

go back there because there is  a  lo t  o f  f l ipp ing of  pages.   

But  that  3.12,  the exhib i t  number ,  was 296842.   296842.   

And i f  you look at  paragraph 9 o f  Morr is '  s tatement ,  f rom 10 

the s ix th sports bag,  the second ent ry,  you wi l l  see 296842.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i t  says 16 packages.  

COLONEL STEYN :    16 packages.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  so,  I  am just  expla in ing  to you 

where I  got  the number 16 f rom because that  is  the same 

exhib i t  number.   And that  is  the 16 that  had been omi t ted,  

r ight?  Okay ,  so,  here in  paragraph 9,  what  is  Of f icer  Morr is  

descr ib ing?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Of f icer  Morr is  is  descr ib ing how many 20 

of  those b locks were packed in to a  speci f i c ,  un ique forensic 

bag wi th a speci f ic ,  un ique ser ia l  number.   And then la ter ,  

towards –  no,  sorry,  that  was 14.   Yes,  that  was what  he  

descr ibes in  paragraph 9.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Right .   Now,  on my count ,  that  adds up 
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to  700,  not  715.   

COLONEL STEYN :    Okay.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so,  i t  ta l l ies wi th the  SAP13 

register  at  700.   But  then where does 715 come f rom?  I  s t i l l  

do not  then have an answer to  the d iscrepancy.  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  th ink,  Commissioners,  I  th ink i t  wi l l  

just  be good and wel l  for  Warrant  Of f icer  Nor r is ,  sor ry,  not  

Nor r is ,  Morr is  and Nort je  to  expla in that  d iscrepancy 

because on scene they reported to me 715 b locks.   And i f  

you go fu r ther  and you look at  my statement ,  these b locks 10 

out  of  exper ience usual ly  weighed around 700  -  weighs 

around a k i logramme each.   And when i t  was handed in  to  

forensics,  and I  th ink we wi l l  p robably come to tha t ,  sor ry 

for  jumping the gun now,  get t ing ahead of  mysel f .    

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am also looking  at  paragraph 11 of  your  

statement ,  top of  page 4.   And you are deal ing wi th,  I  th ink,  

the handing over  to  FSL.   

COLONEL STEYN :    That  is  correct .   

CHAIRPERSON :    And you say the drugs,  upon being 

handed in ,  weighed 715.86 kg.  20 

COLONEL STEYN :    Exact ly  r ight ,  Commissioner .  

CHAIRPERSON :    And I  am not  sure to what  extent ,  i f  a t  a l l ,  

that  ta l l ies wi th the 700 br icks.   

COLONEL STEYN :    715 was handed in ,  and i t  weighed 

715.88 k i lograms.  
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CHAIRPERSON :    But  what  I  am saying is  Ms Hass im has 

taken us to two p laces.   And the calcu lat ion is  that  at  both 

p laces there was 700.   So,  what  I  am saying is  I  do not  

know how one is  able to  re late those two 700 counts to  the 

715.86 in  paragraph 11 of  your  statement .  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  to ta l l y  concur.   Wel l ,  I  see what  you 

are saying,  Commissioner .   And as I  ind icated,  i t  was 

reported to me I  d id not  count  the br icks.   I t  was reported to 

me that  there were 715 br icks counted on scene.   I  can only 

test i fy  to  what  I  have got  knowledge on.  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I f  I  can compl icate th ings fur ther .   I f  we 

go to CJC210,  that  is  the statement  of  Capta in Modise,  the  

Sect ion 212 statement ,  and i t  s tar ts  at  page 36.   Okay,  so,  

just  to  begin wi th ,  Capta in Modise is  the fo rensic analyst  in  

the lab,  cor rect?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And she provides a statement  to  record  

that  she received the evidence bags,  r ight?  

COLONEL STEYN :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner .   20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i f  we look at  paragraph 3  of  her  

statement ,  she says :  

“During the execut ion of  my of f ic ia l  

dut ies  on 21 July 2021,  I  received 49 

sealed evidence bags wi th  unique 
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numbers…”  

And then she l i s ts  a l l  o f  the ser ia l  numbers.   And we know 

there were 49 bags.   But  the  last  sentence of  that  

paragraph says :  

“The tota l  number of  so l id  substance 

b locks was 715. ”  

And I  f ind that  pecul iar  because we know that  there were  

700 because Morr is  sa id so,  and the SAP13 register  says 

so,  and we can count  them up.   How is  i t  that  Capta in  

Modise said that  i t  comes to 715?  What  are we to make of  10 

that  d iscrepancy?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Again,  Commissioners,  I  wou ld submit  

that  Warrant  Of f icer  Morr is  and Capta in Nort je  should  

answer on that  because i t  is  a lso c lear  here that  fo r  her  to  

say th is  i s  the number of  b locks and for  her  to  be ab le to  do 

th is  analys is,  she would have opened these evidence bags 

and l i te ra l l y  count  the b locks.   That  is  how she a lso  came to  

715.   So,  Capta in  Nort je  and Warrant  Of f i cer  Morr is  should  

expla in why th is  d iscrepancy of  15 b locks.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Because when they handed i t  in  to  the 20 

SAP13 c lerk,  the c le rk was a lso doing the count ,  r igh t?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And at  paragraph 6 of  Capta in Modise 's  

statement ,  i f  we look at  that ,  the last  sentence,  i f  you could  

just  read the last  sentence,  p lease.   
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COLONEL STEYN :     

“An average mass of  one sol id  substance 

b lock was 1,001.20 grams.   Thereaf te r ,  

the tota l  est imated mass of  the exhib i t  i s  

mater ia l  was 715.86 k i lograms. ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    They have under l ined est imated because 

I  th ink they are deal ing wi th the  actual  substance and I  

would th ink they are doing the weighing and they are doing 

everyth ing.   So,  the est imated surpr ised me,  but  I  am just  

making an observat ion.   P lease cont inue,  Ms Hassim.   10 

MS GOLDEN:   Chai r ,  i t  is  a lso pecul iar  that  i t  is  an 

est imate because i t  is  715.86,  which is  not  an est imate.   

But  what  we have,  the point  o f  th is  being a d iscrepancy in  

the exhib i t s ,  the  number of  br icks and the weight  of  the  

br icks and how,  you know,  the count  at  the,  when i t  is  

booked in to Booysens and then when i t  gets to  the lab.  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  can see that ,  Commissioners,  yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  so I  need to then take you back.   

So,  what  we know is  that  the bags were counted,  sealed,  

taken to Booysens,  checked in to the register .  20 

COLONEL STEYN :    Correct .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    A l l  o f  that  to ta l ly  in  accordance wi th 

protocol .  

COLONEL STEYN :    Absolute ly ,  yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  then can you read paragraph 10 of  
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your  statement?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Paragraph?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    10.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Of  my statement?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Of  your  statement ,  yes.   So,  i t  was a  

Fr iday,  as I  understand i t .   

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  the 9 t h  was a  Fr iday indeed.   That  

is  cor rect ,  Commissioners:  

“Throughout  the weekend,  fo l lowing the 

operat ion,  I  was contacted by the Stat ion 10 

Commander of  Booysens,  Br igadier  

Jones.   He ra ised concerns of  safety fo r  

the exhib i ts  and requested me to have i t  

removed as soon as possib le.   On 

Monday,  2021-07-12,  I  phoned FSL again  

and requested i f  they could take in  the  

exhib i ts .   They st i l l  were not  able to  

assist  wi th  the s torage of  the exhib i t s .   

As Capta in  Sebola  was busy w i th the 

case docket  at  cour t ,  I  cont inued to  20 

assist  wi th  the mat ter  concern ing the 

exhib i ts .   I  phoned Br igadier  Naicker ,  the 

Nat ional  Coordinator  fo r  SANEB, for  

assistance.   He ind icated to me tha t  he is  

got  access to safe storage at  a base at  
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the SAPS Col lege in  Pretor ia .   I  a rranged 

members of  my team, inc luding the two 

that  were deal ing  wi th the exhib i t s  f rom 

the outset ,  to  meet  me at  Booysens  

SAPS.   I  a lso ar ranged a number of  

SAPS Highway Pat ro l  members to  assist  

wi th  the t ransport  and safeguard ing of  

the exhib i t s  to  the ment ioned safe  

storage.   The exhib i t s  were booked out  

by Capta in Nort je ,  loaded in to the 10 

Highway Pat ro l  vehic les and t ransported 

to the ment ioned safe …”  

Sor ry.   Sor ry,  I  just  heard a noise.   My apologies :  

“The exhib i t s  were booked out  by Capta in  

Nort je ,  loaded in to Highway Pat ro l  

vehic les and t ransported  to the  

ment ioned safe s torage in  Pretor ia .   On 

our  arr i va l ,  I  was shown the storage and 

inspected i t .   I  was sat is f ied that  th is  was 

a very safe p lace wi th access cont ro l  a t  20 

the gate to  the fac i l i t y  ins ide the  SAPS 

Col lege and i t  was a st rong room ins ide a 

bui ld ing wi th  a steel  door  and a steel  

gate.   The room was empty and the key 

was handed to me.   We unloaded the  
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exhib i ts  in to  the st rong room, locked the 

gate and the door ,  and I  handed the keys 

to Capta in Nort je  wi th the inst ruct ion to 

see to i t  that  the exhib i t s  be moved to  

FSL as soon as they were ready to  

receive i t .   When we of f loaded the 

exhib i ts ,  the bags,  the br icks,  were st i l l  

in  the form that  i t  was at  the t ime of  the 

seizure. ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So,  what  was the concern?  I  10 

mean,  again,  g iven what  we know about  the importance of  

safeguard ing these exhib i ts  and fo l lowing proper protocols 

and the SAP13 general ly ,  as I  understand i t ,  be ing  i tse l f  

l ike a vaul t ,  r ight?   I t  is  a  very secure p lace.   I t  is  a t tended 

by someone a l l  the t ime.   Noth ing can go in  and out  wi thout  

i t  be ing  recorded.   What  was the concern here  wi th keeping 

i t  a t  the Booysens  SAP13 vaul t?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Commissioners,  there were main ly two 

issues ra ised by Br igadier  Jones.   He f i rs t ly  ind icated to me 

that  th is  ar rest  of  these four  people drew a lo t  o f  a t tent ion,  20 

and there was more than usual ,  actual ly  he cal led i t  a  large 

number of  v is i tors there th roughout  the weekend,  and he 

said that  there were even demonst rat ions outs ide the pol ice 

stat ion.    

 He fur ther  ind icated to me that  he bel ieves that  h is  
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SAP-13 storage fac i l i t y  i s  not  safe  enough because i t  does  

not  have a 24-7  guard or  v ideo cameras or  anyth ing l ike 

that ,  so he was concerned for  the  safety  of  these exhib i t s .   

And,  you know,  a t  that  s tage,  I  had to t ry  and mi t igate the 

safety of  these exhib i t s  because i f  something would have 

happened to these exhib i ts ,  he would have turned around 

and said,  I  to ld  Steyn to make a  p lan,  and now he is  not  

making a p lan,  and now there is  t rouble.   So that  i s  when I  

s tepped in  and made a l ternat ive ar rangements in  an  ef for t ,  

as  I  ind icated,  to  t ry  and mi t iga te the safety  of  these 10 

exhib i ts .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And was h is concern that  the pro testors  

might  t ry  to  –  was i t  h is  concern  that  the suspects might  

have a hand in  the d isappearance of  the drugs?  

COLONEL STEYN :    His approach was that  there were a lo t  

o f  ext ra movement  because of  th is  case around h is pol i ce 

stat ion,  and he ra ised that  as a genera l  concern.   I  cannot  

comment  on h is t ra in of  thought  per  se  dur ing h is te lephone 

cal l s  to  me,  but  he  had,  accord ing to h im,  he had ser ious 

concerns about  the safety of  these exhib i ts .  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Did he ment ion the s ize of  the hal l ,  

that  i t  was unusual  fo r  h is  pol i ce s tat ion,  and that  made h im 

uncomfor table?  Because I  remember you ear l ier  saying i t  

was one of  the la rgest  you have ever  come across.   

COLONEL STEYN :    Commissioner ,  he ra ised the  issue of  
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the value of  th is  exhib i t  dur ing some of  our  conversat ions.   

Indeed,  he d id so.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And he cal led you more than once.   Oh,  

pardon me.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  no,  no.   Go ahead,  go ahead.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    He cal led you more than once on that  

occasion.   

COLONEL STEYN :    He actual ly  ca l led me,  for  lack of  a  

bet te r  word,  and I  do apologise.   I t  was star t ing  to get  

i r r i ta t ing,  the number of  ca l l s  he ac tual ly  made to me.   But  I  10 

a lso,  in  h indsight ,  I  understand why he made those many 

phone cal l s ,  because he wanted to a lso see to the safety of  

those exhib i ts .   And in  essence,  a l though the exhib i ts  were 

in to h is  SAP13,  to  a very la rge ex tent ,  the safeguard ing of  

the exhib i t s  or  the whole r i sk in  te rms of  the exhib i t s  would  

a lso fa l l  par t  o f  our  responsib i l i ty  to  an extent .   Yes,  

Commissioner .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us adjourn and resume at  2 p.m.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Cha i r .  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 20 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Hassim.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Cha i r .   So,  Colonel ,  we were 

deal ing wi th the number of  b r icks and the weight  and a l l  o f  

that  of  the drugs,  and we were last  looking at  the statement  
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o f  Capta in Modise,  the forensic analyst .   Just  cont inu ing on 

that ,  in  that  same vein,  could  we just  have a look,  p lease,  

at  CJC211.   I t  is  a t  page 38.   And you wi l l  see that  th is  i s  a  

212 statement  of  another  fo rensic  analyst  named Warrant  

Of f icer  Mabasa .    

 And i f  we look at  that  report ,  the statement  i tse l f  a t  

page 39,  and i f  we look speci f ica l ly  at  paragraph 3,  she 

says dur ing the execut ion of  my of f ic ia l  dut ies 10 August  

2021,  I  received one sealed evidence bag wi th numbe r,  and 

she g ives the number,  and she says i t  conta ined an amount  10 

of  so l id  substance wrapped in  p last ic  and adhesive tape.   

And then at  paragraph 6,  she determined that  i t  i s  Cocaine 

and that  i t  weighs one  k i logram.   Can you expla in how th is  

one ext ra br ick of  Cocaine arr ived at  the lab?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Commissioners,  yes .   In i t ia l l y ,  I  was 

not  aware  of  th is  br ick,  but  i t  was reported  to me by Capta in  

Nor t je  that  i f  we go to,  i f  we  recal l  the photographs that  was 

taken,  the wrapp ings of  the spor ts bags was handed to 

Warrant  Of f icer  Woods f rom LCRC to check up on possib le 

f ingerpr in ts or  DNA ins ide these wrappings.    20 

 Seemingly,  accord ing to  Warrant  Of f icer ,  ag,  

accord ing to  Capta in Nor t je ,  what  has happened,  one of  

these br icks got  s tuck ins ide th is  adhesive wrapping that  

was around these bags,  and that  b lock was missed,  

probably because i t  was get t ing dark and the l ight ing was 
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not  that  wel l .   One of  those b locks got  missed,  and i t  was 

then ret r ieved by Warrant  Of f icer  Woods,  who then gave i t  

to  Capta in Nort je ,  and he handed i t  in  again .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So th is  was,  the,  i t  was t rapped in  the  

canvas bag or  in  that  p last ic  wrapping ?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Commissioners,  i f  you recal l  that ,  as I  

ind icated in  that  photographs,  the  wrapping was ,  i t  had a 

st rong adhesive  on the ins ide ,  the wrapping where the  

canvas bag was wrapped in to,  and i t  must  have got ten stuck 

in  one of  those because the 23 bags that  w as unwrapped,  10 

as you could see on one of  the photographs,  Warrant  

Of f icer  Woods is  busy tak ing photographs of  these bags in  

sealed evidence bags,  and i t  was heaps of  them, so I  th ink 

i t  just  got  s tuck in  the ins ide of  that  adhesive wrapping of  

the canvas bags .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.  

COLONEL STEYN :    That  i s  the only explanat ion I  got  f rom 

Capta in Nort je .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    We do not  know whether  there were any 

other  br icks that  were not  …[intervenes] .  20 

COLONEL STEYN :    I t  was only the one that  was reported,  

Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So le t  us return then to  your  

statement .   I t  is  paragraph 12.   

COLONEL STEYN :    - :   
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 “Capta in Nort je ,  on the 19 t h ,  reported  

to me …”  

 Sor ry,  just  paragraph 11,  i f  you do not  mind,  

Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Sure.  

COLONEL STEYN :    - :  

 “Whi le I  was o f f  s ick wi th C ovid ,  

Capta in Nort je  reported to  me 

te lephonical l y  tha t  on the 19 t h  o f  Ju ly  

2021,  that  fo rensics ind icated that  they 10 

were ready to receive on that  day and 

that  he handed in  the exhib i t s ,  h im and 

Warrant  Of f icer  Morr is  handed in  the 

exhib i ts  on that  day .   And I  asked h im 

i f  everyth ing was in  order ,  and he 

ind icated to me i t  is  s t i l l  in  order ,  a l l  is  

s t i l l  there,  a l l  i s  s t i l l  accounted for . ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  sorry,  that  was at  th is  point  in  t ime ,  

and thank you for  going back to paragraph 11 ,  a t  th is  point  

in  t ime,  th is  was where the drugs were now t ransported 20 

f rom the SAPS Col lege to FSL .   

COLONEL STEYN :    From the safe premises to FSL,  yes .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So just  again  on that  t imel ine,  the 9 t h  

was the drug bust .  

COLONEL STEYN :    Correct .   



    11 MAY 2026 – DAY 105 
 

Page 127  o f  166  

 

 

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  was the day i t  was booked in to the  

SAP13.   

COLONEL STEYN :    On the 9 t h ,  correct .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    On the 9 t h .   

COLONEL STEYN :    Correct ,  Commissioners .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Cal l s  to  you,  mul t ip le  ca l l s  over  the 

weekend.   12 t h ,  the Monday,  i t  was then taken to the SAPS 

Tra in ing Col lege.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Correct ,  Commissioners .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And locked in to  a storeroom .   10 

COLONEL STEYN :    A  safe storeroom, yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And just  remind us then who had cont ro l  

over  the exhib i ts  at  that  point  in  t ime .   

COLONEL STEYN :    I  wi l l  re fer  you back to paragraph 10,  

where,  the last  paragraph under paragraph 10 .  

 “We unloaded the exhib i ts  in to  the 

st rongroom, locked the gate and the  

door,  and I  handed the keys to Capta in 

Nort je ,  wi th  the inst ruct ion to see to i t  

that  the exhib i t s  be moved to Forensic  20 

Science Laboratory as soon as they are  

ready to receive i t . ”  

 So i t  would have been Capta in Nort je  that  was in  

to ta l  cont ro l  o f  the exhib i t s  hencefor th .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So I  understand the reason for  moving 
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i t ,  because of  the concerns that  were ra ised at  Booysens,  

and then,  you know,  th is  was the p lace that  was ident i f ied  

as being very safe .   But  i t  is  a  breach of  protocol ,  is  i t  not ,  

to  take i t  to  the Col lege?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  would concede to that ,  yes.   But  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And even i f  the mot ive is  for  the 

purpose of  p rotec t ing  …[intervenes] .  

COLONEL STEYN :    Ja,  I  had to take a decis ion in  an ef fo r t  

to  t ry  and mi t igate fu r ther  r isks to  the exhib i t s ,  and hence 10 

my decis ion to take that  move out  of  protocols .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And I  suppose for  me the quest ion is ,  i t  

is  so important ,  the protocols,  r igh t ,  because when there is  

a breach,  i t  sor t  o f  a l lows for  p roblems to creep in .  

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i t  is  not  ideal  that  the drugs had to 

be moved out  of  an SAP13 register .   What  is  the so lut ion to 

th is?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Enhance the storage capabi l i ty  at  

Forensics .   20 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Is  that  Forensics?  Is  that ,  that  is  real l y ,  

because i t  has to go in to an SAP13 f i rs t .   

COLONEL STEYN :    Absolute ly ,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  the problem is  that  you do not  want  

to  keep i t  in  SAP13 longer than is  absolute ly  necessary .   
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COLONEL STEYN :    I  th ink protocol  a l lows us seven days,  

and wi th in the per iod of  seven days we need to move i t  to  

Forensics f rom SAP13 at  a stat ion,  yes .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Ja.   So i f  there had been space at  the 

Forensic lab,  then i t  would have just  gone f rom Booysens 

on the Monday st ra ight  to  the lab.    

COLONEL STEYN :    Absolute ly ,  yes .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And there would  not  have been th is  

d ivers ion .   

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  Commissioners,  i t  would have 10 

been l ike that .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Can I  ask you a quest ion .   Why can 

you not  hand over  the custody to  FSN wi th in seven days,  

and you le t  them decide where  they store the  drugs ,  

because then you would have compl ied wi th the protocol ,  

and i t  is  the i r  responsib i l i t y  to  f ind storage capaci ty .   

COLONEL STEYN :    I  to ta l ly  get  what  you are  saying,  

Commissioner .   At  the end of  the day,  one is  to  a large 

extent  a lso  in  the i r  hands.   I f  they say,  I  cannot  receive,  I  

have to make a l te rnat ive arrangements .   20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Can you not  say you are obl iged to  

receive?  Wi th in seven days I  must  hand over  these th ings 

to you.   I f  you do not  have storage capaci ty ,  speak to  

Nat ional  Commissioner or  whoever is  responsib le for  these 

th ings to make an arrangement ,  but  these th ings are now in  
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your  custody .   They cannot  be in  the custody of  a  pol i ce  

stat ion or  the Hawks or  whoever the people are who in i t ia l l y  

d iscovered or  a re  invest igat ing the issue of  the drug.  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  was at  that  s tage of  the bel ie f  that  I  

cannot  te l l  them what  to  do,  a l though they are a lso aware of  

the protocols ,  Commissioner .   And I  just ,  you know,  as I  

have ind icated previously,  I  just  had to  make an 

ar rangement  for ,  in  lack of  a  be t ter  explanat ion,  for  the  

bet te r  of  the exhib i ts ,  for  the safeguard ing to the best  of  my 

abi l i t y  for  the exh ib i ts  unt i l  such t ime that  they were  able to  10 

accept  i t ,  Commissioner.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   So,  the drugs then are 

t ransported f rom the Tra in ing Col lege to ,  so there is  the 9 t h ,  

the 12 t h ,  12 t h  i t  goes in to the storeroom at  SAP Col lege,  and 

then on the 19 t h  i t  is  taken to the Forensic Serv ice  Lab,  i s  

that  cor rect?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Correct ,  Commissioner s.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And then at  that  point ,  when i t  is  

logged in  wi th the Forensic Serv ice Lab,  is  there  a c lerk 

who then receives i t ,  and so there  is  a counters ignature for  20 

everyth ing that  is  received,  is  that  r ight?  

COLONEL STEYN :    That  is  indeed cor rect ,  Commissioner s.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And as I  understand i t ,  a t  that  point  in  

t ime when the exhib i t s  a re now being handed over a t  FSL,  i t  

was d iscovered that  there were some bags wi th smal l  tears  
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in  them.   Do you want  to  just  expla in that ?  

COLONEL STEYN :    When Capta in Nort je  phoned me on the  

19 t h  to  ind icate to  me that  the bags were handed in ,  I  

quest ioned h im on the status of  the exhib i t s .   L ike I  sa id,  he  

ind icated to me that  i t  was st i l l  in  the br ick form,  i t  was st i l l  

in  the same evidence bags,  but  probably because i t  was 

moved a number of  t imes f rom the cr ime scene to  

Booysens,  f rom Booysens to the safe storage in  the 

Col lege,  f rom the Col lege then to Forensics,  because these 

evidence bags,  a l though i t  is  qui te  th ick p last ic ,  I  th ink  10 

because of  the t ransportat ion and the movement  o f  these 

bags,  there were  smal l  tears in  the exhib i t  bags  and,  but  

accord ing to Capta in  Nort je ,  the tears were so smal l  that  

the br icks would not  f i t  through a tear  l ike that .    

 But  what  happens ,  at  Forensics when you get  there  

and there is ,  the evidence or  the exhib i t  bags are 

compromised,  even in  the  smal lest  way or  fashion,  not  

proper ly  sealed because i t  has got  a se l f -seal ing,  you 

remove a st r ip  and then i t  is  se l f -seal ing,  even i f  there is  a  

smal l  l i t t le  problem wi th that ,  they refuse to accept  i t .   So 20 

Capta in Nort je  expla ined to me that  there at  recept ion in  

Forensics,  they actual ly  resealed these in to other  bags that  

were,  that  d id  not  have any damage to them  and i t  was then 

accepted as such at  Forensics .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So they would be resealed in to new 
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bags wi th new exhib i t  numbers .  

COLONEL STEYN :    Correct .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    New sealed numbers on the bags .   

COLONEL STEYN :    Correct ,  ja .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And I  th ink there were about  e ight  such 

bags.  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  am not  sure of  the count .   I  cannot  

recal l  that  he gave me a speci f i c  count .   He just  sa id there 

were some of  the  bags.   I  asked h im,  d id you get  i t  sor ted ?  

He said,  yes,  we resealed i t  and we handed i t  in .   They 10 

accepted i t  as such .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  maybe just  for  the sake of  

completeness,  I  wi l l  just ,  i f  you look at  Of f icer  Morr is '  

s tatement ,  again,  CJC206,  at  page,  i t  s tar ts  at  page 16.   

But  i f  you look a t  page 19,  at  paragraph 13,  he says they 

t ransported ,  h im and Capta in Nort je ,  t ransported the bags 

on the 19 t h  o f  Ju ly to  the FSL .   And then he says that  they 

were damaged f rom the handl ing  …[intervenes] .  

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Of  the drug exhib i t s .   And then in  20 

paragraph 14,  he l is ts  the bags that  were af fected.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And they were p laced in to new bags .    

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And there are e ight  bags that  are  l is ted .   
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Okay,  that  is  just  to  c lose that  of f .  

COLONEL STEYN :    Thank you,  Commissioner.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    A l l  r ight .   And then I  th ink we are  then 

at  paragraph 12 .   

COLONEL STEYN :    Would you l ike me to read i t  in ?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  p lease.  

COLONEL STEYN :    - :  

 “On my return f rom iso lat ion,  I  fur ther  

assisted Capta in  Sebola  by inspect ing 

the docket  in  terms of  the invest igat ion  10 

done and issued wr i t ten inst ruct ions on 

the outstanding invest igat ions .   I  a lso  

assisted wi th  ob ta in ing some of  the  

outstanding statements . ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   So you cont inued to assist  even ,  

you know,  even  af ter ,  th is  would now be wi th the 

invest igat ion in to ,  you know,  the source of  the drugs and ,  

you know,  potent ia l  dest inat ion of  the drugs .   

COLONEL STEYN :    Correct ,  Commissioner s.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Right .   And p lease,  can you read the  20 

f i rs t  paragraph of  paragraph 13 ?  

COLONEL STEYN :    - :  

 “During the course of  2024,  af te r  an 

IPID invest igat ion in to the mat ter ,  I  

was in formed that  the IPI D case was 
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d ismissed by the DPP in te rms of  

charges against  members,  inc luding 

mysel f .   But  the IPID requested a  

departmenta l  invest igat ion to  be  

conducted agains t  DPCI  members who 

were involved in  the Booysens case.   

Major  General  Gerber was appointed 

as the invest iga t ing of f icer  in to  the  

departmenta l  invest igat ion.   Af ter  h is  

invest igat ions,  the Nat ional  Head o f  the 10 

DPCI a lso decided that  the members 

acted correct ly  and that  no  

departmenta l  s teps wi l l  be taken .   

Dur ing th is  invest igat ion,  I  was 

inst ructed to conf i rm the status  of  the  

exhib i ts  of  th is  case . ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Pause there.   Let  us just ,  be fore we 

move on,  just  on the invest igat ion .   So,  th is  invest igat ion by 

Major  General  Gerber in to the members of  the Hawks was 

real ly  fo l lowed f rom the IPI D invest igat ion and the IPI D 20 

recommendat ion .   

COLONEL STEYN :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner s.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can we just  look at  the IPI D report .   

You wi l l  see that  at  CJC215,  and i t  s tar ts  at  page 76 .   This 

is  the report  that  made the recommendat ions,  r ight ?  
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COLONEL STEYN :    I  th ink so,  yes .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    You wi l l  see at  paragraph 2.1  of  that  

report ,  the IPID says you,  wel l ,  the recommendat ion is  to  

in i t ia te d isc ip l inary proceedings as the SAPS members 

involved are,  and then i t  l is ts  f ive members of  the SAPS and 

Hawks.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And those are Major  General  Khan,  

Major  General  Kadwa,  Br igadier  Se kgobela,  Colone l  Steyn,  

that  is  you,  and L ieutenant  Colonel  Sebola .  10 

COLONEL STEYN :    Correct ,  Commissioner s.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And th is  was based on an invest igat ion  

at  2 .3 .   The IPID invest igator  l is ts  a l l  o f  the statements and 

evidence re l ied on .   You see that?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  see that ,  Commissioner .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So there  is  a l is t  o f  about  42  

statements,  inc luding some warning statements,  and then 

other  ev idence,  a radio cont ro l  t ranscr ip t  that  we were  

looking at ,  the SAP13,  forensic report ,  e t  cetera.   So based 

on a l l  o f  these in terv iews wi th these people,  what  the IPI D 20 

report ,  invest igator  rather ,  determines is ,  i f  you look at  

page 79,  the f i rs t  paragraph,  i t  says :  

 “Evidence in  our  d isposal  revealed that  

indeed the compla inant  and three 

others were arrested on 9 Ju ly  2021 
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and were charged wi th deal ing in  drugs  

as per  the Booysens case . ”  

 That  is  the Aeroton case number .  

 “The pol ice ar rested thei r  co l leagues 

who made a huge drug bust .   Two 

Generals,  namely  Major  General  Khan 

and Kadwa,  at tended the cr ime scene.   

However,  they are unable to  expla in as 

to the i r  ro le a t  the cr ime scene .   

General  Kadwa indicated that  he  d id 10 

not  do anyth ing  at  the cr ime scene as 

he a l leged that  he remained in  h is  car ,  

and la ter  he got  a report  that  of f i cers 

were arrested . ”  

 And then i t  goes on and  i t  says,  you know,  the  

drugs were taken to the lab,  the K9 uni t  issue,  and then the 

recommendat ions.   This then is  what  led to Major  Gerber  

doing h is invest igat ion,  r ight ?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Correct ,  Commissioner .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Now,  I  accept  that  you cannot  real ly  20 

comment  on the IPID invest igat ion  i tse l f .  

COLONEL STEYN :    No,  I  cannot ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  can you te l l  me whether  General  

Kadwa d id exerc ise  any cont ro l  over  the scene when he was 

there,  or  whether  he d id just  remain in  h is  car ?  I s  that  a 
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correct  s tatement ?  

COLONEL STEYN :    What  I  personal ly  saw,  that  would be 

not  in  h is  car ,  he was standing next  to  h is  car  when I  

ar r ived there .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And he,  whi le ,  the ent i re  t ime that  you 

were present ,  he d id not  issue any inst ruct ions or  exerc ise  

any overs ight?  

COLONEL STEYN :    No.   The only th ing he asked me is ,  I  

must  just  remember to  tender  the  in i t ia l  report  to  h im,  the 

pre l iminary report  to  h im as soon as possib le .   That  is  the 10 

only th ing he to ld me to do whi le  I  was on the scene.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And,  okay.   Then what  happens is  that  

the recommendat ion is  made,  and who is  Major  General  

Gerber  then,  who is  tasked wi th doing the invest igat ion ?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Major  General  Gerber ,  I  am not  sure 

where he is  current ly ,  but  at  that  s tage he was,  o r  s t i l l  i s ,  

the Provincia l  Head of  the DPCI in  Mpumalanga.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  and d id  he in terv iew you for  the 

purposes of  the invest igat ion ?  

COLONEL STEYN :    He d id te lephonical ly ,  and I  tende red a  20 

statement .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   I  am going to return to  h is  

conclusions .   I  mean,  as we know,  u l t imate ly he exonerated 

the four  that  he invest igated,  r ight ,  the four  Hawks 

members.  
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COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  ma 'am.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    A l l  r ight .   I  wi l l  re turn to  that  because  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    You say the four .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  th ink there was f ive .   No?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  General  Khan does not  fa l l  under  

the Hawks.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  see.   Thank you.   Who was the 

compla inant  in  th is  IP ID invest igat ion?  10 

COLONEL STEYN :    I  am not  sure ,  Commissioner .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Does i t  not  say Mr Mashaba 

…[indist inct ] .   Sor ry,  my mic was of f .   I t  says the 

compla inant ,  in  brackets,  Mr Mashaba,  paragraph 3 on page 

75.   9 ,  sorry,  79.    

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  that  i s  indeed correct .   

Commissioner,  I  have  not  seen th is  report  before unt i l  the  

bundle was g iven to me over the weekend.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I t  seems to  me that  the compla inants 20 

are the three pol ice of f icers who were arrested .  

COLONEL STEYN :    The t raf f ic  of f icer  and the two pol ice 

of f icers,  and then the pr ivate ind iv idual .   I  th ink you are  

100% correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And to  your knowledge  you say,  i t  says,  
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I  th ink you say in  your  statement  that  the DPP dismissed 

the case that  was supposed to be put  against  you .  

COLONEL STEYN :    Ja.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Do you know what  was the charge 

against  you in  par t icu lar  that  the DPP dismissed ?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I f  my memory serves me wel l ,  i t  was 

corrupt ion and defeat ing the ends of  just ice ,  i f  my memory 

serves me wel l ,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Co lonel .   As I  sa id,  I  might  10 

return to  the  Gerber report  just  for  some of  h is  conc lusions,  

par t icu lar ly  about  concerns that  he d id have,  desp i te  the  

fact  that  he d id not  th ink that  there was suf f ic ient  basis to  

pursue any d isc ip l inary charges against  any of  those,  any of  

the four  of  you.   He d id ra ise some concerns about  the 

invest igat ion,  some of  which we  have covered a b i t  today .    

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    I  would l ike to  return to  that ,  but  before  

we get  there,  you were at  paragraph 13 and you had read 

the f i rs t  paragraph of  your  paragraph 13 and you sa id that  20 

at  the t ime of  the invest igat ion you were asked to  conf i rm 

the status of  the exhib i ts .  

COLONEL STEYN :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can you take i t  f rom there,  p lease ?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I f  one looks at  my addi t ional  
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s tatement ,  the f i rs t  meet ing we had wi th the people at  

Forensics in  an e f for t  to  t ry  and address th is  tasking that  I  

received,  mysel f ,  L ieutenant  Colonel  Jacobs,  Capta in Nort je  

and Warrant  Of f i cer  Morr is  went  to  Forensics on the 3 r d  o f  

December .   When we requested  to,  I  expla ined to them the 

reason fo r  our  v is i t  and we requested them to  physica l ly  see 

these exhib i t s .   They went  and looked fo r  i t ,  but  they could  

not  f ind the whole consignment  and they returned to us and 

they said to  us,  wel l ,  there is  now a problem,  they could not  

-  I  sa id to  them, that  i s  not  acceptable ,  and I  then phoned,  10 

as I  ind icated in  my or ig inal  s tatement ,  I  then contacted 

Br igadier  A l len  who is  the i r  commanding of f i cer ,  and I  

requested her  to  assist  wi th  th is  tasking and to actual ly  

in tervene because I  d id  not  get  joy  f rom her personnel .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And when d id you contact  her ?  You say 

i t  in  the statement ,  i f  you can just  say i t  fo r  the record .   

COLONEL STEYN :    I  contacted her ,  I  cannot  recal l  exact ly  

when.   I t  was just  a f ter  our  meet ing,  our  or ig inal  meet ing in  

December.    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So in  paragraph 13 in  your  main  20 

statement ,  your  or ig inal  s tatement ,  you say in  the beginning 

of  February 2025 .  

COLONEL STEYN :    Br igadier  A l len contacted me .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Oh,  I  see.   I  see.   I  see.   So le t  us just  

take a step back.   So i t  was December when you f i rs t  made 
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the request .  

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    They ind icated there is  a problem.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    But  they could not  answer your quest ion 

to your sat is fact ion .   

COLONEL STEYN :    So we l i tera l ly  ca l led i t  a  day and we 

le f t .   So I  phoned her  and I  asked her  to  in te rvene and 

assist  us  in ,  so that  I  can adhere to th is  tasking  that  I  

received.  10 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay.   And then i f  you could cont inue 

f rom there.   So she then contacted you in  the beginning of  

February .  

COLONEL STEYN :    - :  

 “ In  the beginning of  February  she 

contacted me and in formed me that  

they found the exhib i t s  in  the  

storeroom but  tha t  the exhib i t s  were no 

longer in  the br ick form but  in  fo rensic  

p last ic  t ransparent  bags wi th  no  20 

markings on i t  but  the bags had tags on 

them descr ip t ing  the lab  number as 

wel l  as the case number .   She fu r ther  

ind icated that  the  consignment  now 

only weighed 479.4 k i lograms  and that  
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…” [ in tervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    579.   

COLONEL STEYN :    Ag,  sor ry,  579.40 k i lograms .  

 “And hence that  136.46 k i lograms was 

unaccounted for .   On Wednesday,  the 

22 n d  o f  February of  2025,  I  a t tended a  

meet ing wi th  General  Kadwa,  

L ieutenant  Colonel  Jacobs and I  th ink  

that  Nort je  and Morr is  was there,  I  am 

not  sure,  wi th  Br igadier  A l len and some 10 

of  her  personnel .   They could st i l l  not  

expla in the 136.46 k i lograms that  was 

unaccounted for  and i t  was then that  

General  Kadwa decided to phone the  

DPCI Nat ional  Head of  the Ant i -

Cor rupt ion Sect ion and request ed an 

invest igat ion in to  the mat ter .   I  am not  

aware of  the cur rent  s tatus of  th is  

invest igat ion . ”  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Okay,  le t  us  just  unpack that  a l i t t le  b i t .   20 

So 136.4 kgs went  miss ing .    

COLONEL STEYN :    Based on the  or ig inal  weight  o f  715.86 

k i lograms,  i t  on ly  weighed in  now at  579.40 k i lograms so 

136.46 k i lograms was missing .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And she said  they were no longer in  
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br ick form.   

COLONEL STEYN :    We actual ly  v iewed i t ,  i t  was now just  a  

powder in  large see - through bags wi th tags on them.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So again,  when i t  i s  sealed in  the 

evidence bags,  i t  has got  that  shr ink -wrapped,  i t  is  t ight ly  

wrapped to the p last ic .   

COLONEL STEYN :    Correct .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Now that  had been,  so is  the evidence 

of  Br igadier  A l len that  i t  was now,  that  that  had been 

removed?  10 

COLONEL STEYN :    She in formed us,  i f  my memory serves 

me wel l ,  that  that  wrapping,  a re  we ta lk ing about  the 

wrapping wi th the  markings on i t ?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Wi th the logos.   

COLONEL STEYN :    The logos on i t .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes.  

COLONEL STEYN :    She ind ica ted that  that  s ta r ted to 

deter iorate and obviously because of  the fact  that  they had 

to remove some of  th is  powder to  actual ly  analyse  i t ,  that  

that  wrapping then deter io rated fur ther  because they 20 

l i tera l l y ,  i f  I  understand i t  cor rect ly ,  they tested every br ick.   

So,  because they opened those br icks,  i t  s ta r ted to 

deter iorate and they decided to remove the wrapp ings and 

just  put  i t  in  other  bags that  they used  then to  put  the  

evidence in  af ter  they have analysed i t .   
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    Do they test  a l l  o f  i t ?   Do they test  

the 715 k i lograms or  just  a  sample of  i t ?   

COLONEL STEYN :    Commissioner,  they cannot  tes t ,  i f  they 

test  a l l  715,  there  is  noth ing le f t .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Ja.  

COLONEL STEYN :    So i t  would  be smal l  samples out  of  

each br ick,  in  my understanding,  that  they do test ,  

Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And here  is  my fo l low-up quest ion .   Is  

i t  not  possib le then that  i t  is  the sample that  was used for  10 

test ing that  is  miss ing ?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Not  136 k i lograms,  Commissioner .   

That  is  not  possib le,  s i r .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So they cannot  use 130 k i lograms for  

test ing?  

COLONEL STEYN :    No,  Commiss ioner,  def in i te ly  not .   So i t  

is  l i tera l ly  g rams or  mi l l igrams that  they use to test ,  

Commissioner .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So i t  is  now in powder fo rm and 136 

k i lograms are not  accounted for .   That  is  qui te  a lo t  to  car ry  20 

out  of  the storage room.   

COLONEL STEYN :    Indeed.   I t  was qui te  upset t ing  to us at  

the t ime,  ja .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you say that  you at tended a meet ing .   

They could not  expla in anyth ing fur ther ,  r ight .   But  when 
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you,  was th is  meet ing at  the FSL ?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Correct ,  Commissioner .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And then d id you go to inspect  the  

exhib i ts  and the s torage space ?  

COLONEL STEYN :    We indeed were a l lowed to accompany 

them and they showed us the storage fac i l i ty  where the  

exhib i ts  were kept  in .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And what  d id you see there ?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Lack of  a  bet ter  explanat ion,  chaos .   

But  I  do not  th ink any,  in  my humble opin ion,  l ike the  10 

lawyers say in  cour t ,  my humble opin ion  is  that  at  the end 

of  the day,  one should go and look fo r  yourselves .   My 

explanat ion of  tha t ,  or  photographs of  that  wi l l  not  su f f ice to  

expla in what  i s  going on in  those storerooms.   I t  was 

k i lograms and k i lograms of  exhib i ts  ly ing on top of  one 

another  and roof  height .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So how would they be sor ted ?  I  mean,  

so i t  is  a l l  in  one room ?  

COLONEL STEYN :    A l l  in  one room.  Di f ferent  bags wi th  

the tags on them, as I  can expla in  i t .   I  do not  know how 20 

they would know to go to the back of  th is  fac i l i ty  to  ret r ieve 

cer ta in i tems.   I t  is  l ike a puzzle .   I  do not  know how they 

do i t .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    So you would walk in  and is  i t  on  

shelves or  i s  i t  …[intervenes] .  
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COLONEL STEYN :    Shelves are  fu l ly  packed .   I t  is  now 

lay ing on the ground and they  are l i tera l l y  walk ing on top of  

the bags to get  to  the bags at  the backside of  th is  fac i l i ty .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    And is  i t  a  secure room ?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Ja,  ja .   There is  ser ious st rong room 

doors in  f ront  and you have to s ign .   As soon as you step  

your ,  i f  you put  your  foot  in to that  p lace,  you s ign a register  

to  say that  you were in  there .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Are there cameras outs ide the door ?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  saw cameras.   I f  they are work ing,  I  10 

cannot  answer .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So that  would have presumably been 

par t  o f  the invest igat ion by the  Ant i -Cor rupt ion  Sect ion 

Head.  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  th ink so,  yes ,  ought  to  be.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And have you ever  been able to  do any 

fo l low-up on that  invest igat ion  by the Ant i -Cor rupt ion  

of f ice?  Is  th is  an of f ice  wi th in  DPCI,  by  the way,  the Ant i -

Cor rupt ion of f ice?  

COLONEL STEYN :    That  is  cor rect .   Ant i -Cor rupt ion,  20 

Ser ious Ant i -Cor rupt ion is  one of  the legs,  i f  I  can expla in i t  

l ike that ,  that  the DPCI is  bui l t  on .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    The cal l  that  was made,  you say,  to  the 

DPCI head of f ice of  Ant i -Corrupt ion,  was that  made in  

February 2025?  
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COLONEL STEYN :    That  is  correct ,  yes.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    To invest igate .  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  actual ly  overheard,  in  the meet ing we 

had at  Forensics,  I  overheard the cal l  that  General  Kadwa 

made to,  I  understand he is  no longer in  the pol ice,  i t  was 

General  John Matroos who was heading up that  sect ion  

wi th in the DPCI,  and I  know tha t  the cal l  was made to 

General  John Mat roos.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So i t  is  now wel l  over  a year  la te r ,  what 

update have you had on that  invest igat ion and the s tatus of  10 

the invest igat ion?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  do not  have the fu l l  s tatus of  the 

invest igat ion,  but  I  am aware that  in  last  week they took a 

statement  f rom Warrant  Of f icer  Morr is ,  and I  was 

approached on Fr iday,  past  Fr iday,  to  tender a statement  

f rom my s ide on,  actual ly  one of  the quest ions that  they ask 

is  why was the  recount  done f rom our  s ide ?  But  i t  is  

expla ined in  my s tatement ,  so I  sa id to  them that  I  wi l l  deal  

wi th  i t  in  th is  week,  only af ter  I  have been,  af te r  I  have 

f ina l i sed my test imony at  th is  Commission .   20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Advocate Hassim,  d id we establ ish 

what  the st reet  va lue of  the 136  k i logram missing is?  I  

cannot  remember i f  we d id.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  would …[ intervenes] .  

COLONEL STEYN :    T imes 400,000.  
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ADV HASSIM SC :    T imes 400,000.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    T imes?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  do not  want  to  take out  my phone,  

Commissioner,  and my mathemat ica l  sk i l l s  a re good,  but  not  

that  good.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    I t  is  roughly 55 mi l l ion .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Around 55 mi l l ion .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Ja.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Ja,  around there,  Commissioner .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Okay.   Advocate,  Commissioner  10 

Baloyi  laughed at  us last  week because we got  our  maths 

wrong,  so we do not  want  to  at tempt  that  again.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    And i f  th is  had now entered,  i f  th is  now 

had entered the market ,  i f  i t  was now on the st reets,  these 

drugs,  would you have been able to  p ick i t  up in  any way ?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  do not  th ink  so,  reason being I  do not  

know i f  i t  was removed in  those b locks where we found i t  in ,  

because that  would be the only way to ident i fy  i t .   But  I  

be l ieve that  af ter  the analys is,  i t  was no longer in  that  b lock 

form that  we se ized i t  in ,  so  i t  is ,  Cocaine  is  a whi te 20 

powder,  the end product  is  a whi te powder,  so i t  wi l l  be very 

d i f f icu l t  to  ident i fy  that  on the st reet  per se ,  Commissioners.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So,  there  is  another  inc ident  that  

happens in  February 2025 at  a round th is  t ime that  these 

drugs go missing .   There is  a media publ icat ion,  and i f  I  
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could just  ask you to have a look at  that  in  the  exhib i t  

bundle .   I t  is  a t  CJC217,  page 109 of  the bundle,  and i t  is  

dated 22 February 2025 .   And the t i t le  of  th is  media  report  

is :  

 “Crime Inte l l igence Bat t le ,  Key 

Wi tnesses in  Feroz Khan Disc ip l inary 

to  Face Drug Charges ”  

 Right .   The repor t  d iscusses what  happened at  the  

Aeroton scene,  and the four  suspects that  were arrested,  

and i t ,  in  qui te  a  lo t  o f  deta i l ,  inc luding photographs f rom 10 

the scene,  inc luding the s imi lar  photographs to the ones 

you have showed the Commission .   But  i t  says more,  and i f  

you look at  page 115 of  that  report ,  okay,  now i f  you look 

at ,  for  example,  f rom the second paragraph of  that  report ,  

o f  th is  media ar t i c le ,  i t  says :  

 “The report  reveals Nku and Mashaba 

were in  d i rect  communicat ion wi th an 

East  Rand businessman,  who appears  

to  have been the middleman between a  

drug operat ion in  Brazi l  and local  20 

operat ions . ”  

 I t  then goes on to ta lk  about  chats f rom encrypted 

messaging serv ices that  revealed that  Nku was ta lk ing  

about  cer ta in employees at  the Durban por t  that  were,  in  

inver ted commas,  our  guys.   I t  re fers to  the businessman 
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who went  by a par t icu la r  a l ias,  and you wi l l  see a lso ,  as you 

scro l l  down,  that  th is  media ar t i c le  has the actual  messages 

that  were shared,  that  were obta ined by in ternal  Hawks 

invest igators .    

 I t  has evidence f rom the cel l  phone analyst ,  and i t  

concludes,  i t  op ines that  the emergence of  th is  ev idence is  

l ike ly to  prove crucia l  to  Khan 's surv iva l  in  the d isc ip l inary 

round,  and then i t  cont inues to ta lk  about  Khan 's t roubles,  

and i t  is  actual ly  a very pro -Khan ar t ic le ,  i t  is  a  very  

favourable ar t i c le .   And a l l  o f  th is  ev idence that  i t  leaks,  10 

essent ia l l y ,  comes f rom an in terna l  report  that  I  th ink you 

are fami l iar  wi th .   Can you conf i rm whether  you know about  

these WhatsApp messages and the evidence regard ing Nku 

and the Durban businessman ?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Not  th is  speci f i c ,  I  cannot  recal l  the  

speci f ic  WhatsApp messages that  is  publ ished here ,  and I  

do not  know where would they have got ten th is .   I  know 

there was analys is done by our  PCMC, the Provincia l  Cr ime 

Management  Centre,  which a lso forms par t  o f  the  DPCI .   

But  to  where th is  comes f rom,  and I  have not  seen th is  pr ior  20 

to today.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Have you not  seen a presentat ion that  

provides an analys is of  the evidence in  th is ?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Not  of  th is  speci f ic ,  but  I  have seen 

par t  o f  a  presenta t ion by the PCMC, yes .   



    11 MAY 2026 – DAY 105 
 

Page 151  o f  166  

 

 

ADV HASSIM SC :    Is  i t  s imi la r  ev idence to what  i s  in  

…[intervenes] .  

COLONEL STEYN :     Yes,  s imi lar ,  yes .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    So how would in format ion,  I  mean I  

would th ink tha t  that  is  qui te  sensi t ive,  conf ident ia l  

in format ion.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Absolute ly .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    How would that  be leaked to the media ?   

COLONEL STEYN :    I  do  not  have an answer,  

Commissioners.   I  would not  know.   I  am actua l ly ,  i t  is  10 

actual ly  sad to see something l ike th is .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    What  is  the r i sk  of  i t ,  th is  k ind of  leak to  

an invest igat ion?  

COLONEL STEYN :    The r isk of  i t  is  p la in and s imple to  the  

fact  that  at  the end of  the day,  i f  these type of  th ings are  

publ ished,  i t  makes i t  easier  fo r  the cr iminals to  see what  

we are looking a t  and how we do our  invest igat ions ,  and 

that  would  hamper fur ther  and future invest igat ions in to th is  

type of  syndicates .   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you,  Colonel .   And then I  sa id I  20 

would come back to the Gerber report .  

COLONEL STEYN :    Sor ry  …[intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    You want  to  cont inue,  p lease go ahead .    

COLONEL STEYN :    Sor ry .   I f  you would a l low me just  to  

take you to page 109 of  that  same,  the f i rs t  page of  that  
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ar t i c le .   You wi l l  see that  photograph of  the b lack  bakkie  

wi th the b lack bags on top of  i t .   Also in  f ront  of  that ,  that  is 

not  captured in  Warrant  Of f i cer  Wood 's sketch of  the  scene,  

you would see a marked pol ice vehic le parked r ight  in  f ront  

of  i t .   To  the le f t  o f  the pol ice vehic le  is  that  red  K ia that  i s  

in  her  drawing,  but  the pol ice vehic le by then has been 

removed.   So I  just  wanted to h igh l ight  that ,  that  I  just  saw 

now.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    Yes,  thank you for  br ing ing th is  to  our  

at tent ion because Wood 's sketch was only done at  a  10 

par t icu lar  point  in  the day ,  because i t  was much la ter  in  the 

day.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Ja,  here the sun is  s t i l l  sh in ing.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Here the sun is  s t i l l  sh in ing,  exact ly .    

COLONEL STEYN :    Indeed correc t ,  Commissioner s.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Colonel ,  th is  open back bakkie ,  is  th is  

the b lack bakkie  that  i s  refer red to?   

COLONEL STEYN :    That  would be cor rect ,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So Mashaba and them would have 

t ransported the drugs open in  th is  way,  i f  they had had thei r  20 

way?  

COLONEL STEYN :    That  looks l ike that ,  Commissioner,  yes 

ma 'am.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And wi thout  p ro tect ion .   

COLONEL STEYN :    I  cannot  answer to  that ,  ma 'am .   
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  do not  know what  the i r  p lans were at  

that  s tage.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And just  remind us,  the pol ice van is  

the one that  p revented the b lack N issan b akkie f rom leaving  

the warehouse? 

COLONEL STEYN :    This i s  what  I  found when I  came on 

the scene and I  asked what  is  go ing on here,  and i t  was 

expla ined to me that  that  b lack b akkie  apparent ly  wanted to  10 

leave,  so i t  was b locked in  by a Booysens pol ice van .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  Commissioner.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Going back to  the FSL,  the  drugs that  

are now,  that  cannot  be accounted for ,  the one,  I  th ink i t  i s  

136 …[intervenes] .  

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  Commissioner.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    That  cannot  be accounted fo r ,  do you 

know i f  FSL has conducted i ts  own invest igat ion of  what  

happened,  because th is  was in  the i r  custody ?  20 

COLONEL STEYN :    I  am not  sure .   I  th ink Br igad ier  A l len  

can at test  to  that ,  Commissioner .   I  wi l l  not  be able to  

comment  on that .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And you have not  seen any FSL records 

that  account  fo r  who handled these drugs at  d i f ferent  s tages 
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unt i l  the amount  of  751 has reduced to the 579 ?  You have  

not  seen any records of  that ?  

COLONEL STEYN :    The only records I  could see was the  

212 statements by the analyst  o f  people handl ing the drugs,  

Commissioner .   Apart  f rom the 212 statements where  the 

people 's  names appear,  that  d id the analys is,  I  am not  able 

to  g ive any other  names .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Thank you,  Commissioner .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    So Colonel ,  Major  General  Gerber 's  10 

report ,  r ight  at  the,  towards the end of  the report ,  where he 

makes some f ind ings,  i f  we can jus t  turn to  page 106 .   

COLONEL STEYN :    CJ?  

ADV HASSIM SC :    CJC 216.   CJC 216,  and speci f ica l l y  

page 106.   

COLONEL STEYN :    I  am there,  Commissioner .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Thank you.   So,  he says he does not  

f ind evidence against  the four ,  but  then he says the  

fo l lowing.   He says,  and i t  is  sor t  o f  l i ke the second 

paragraph just  be fore the bul le t  po ints .  20 

 “There were fundamenta l  administ rat ive 

er rors made by the invest igators  

assigned to the team, and I  h igh l ight  

these,  a l though they have no bear ing  

on the IP ID recommendat ions. ”  
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 And then he l is ts  them ,  and he l is ts  them as fo l lows .   

 “E r ro rs in  re lat ion  to ser ia l  numbers on 

evidence bag.    

 S tatement  of  Capta in Nort je  and 

Warrant  Of f i cer  Morr is  who per formed 

the seizure together  d i f fe rs,  but  was 

rect i f ied and found to be  an 

administ rat ive error .    

 The number of  ev idence col lected ,  

s tatements ind ica te 700,  whereas FSL 10 

received 715.   Severa l  w i tness 

statements a lso conf i rmed 715 .    

 The one br ick of  Cocaine recovered by 

LCRC and handed over to  DPCI,  

ind icat ing members d id not  fu l ly  

explore and receive a l l  exhib i ts ,  a  

human error  g iven the c i rcumstances .    

 Premature ar rest  of  po l ice of f ic ia ls ,  

a lbei t  just i f ied based on c i rcumstances 

at  the cr ime scene.   I f  a l lowed t ime to  20 

invest igate,  a  d i f ferent  outcome may 

have been achieved .    

 Lack of  fo l low-up on a l ib is ,  thus 

a l lowing the defen ce to obta in 

statements and provid ing such in  the i r  
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representat ions to DPP .   

 Statements f rom Commanders,  but  

in i t ia l l y  ind icated te lephonical l y  they 

were not  aware o f  what  the i r  members 

were doing,  but  la ter  changed thei r  

vers ion,  should have been obta ined 

immediate ly. ”  

 And th is  is ,  a t  least  fo r  me,  the  most  important  

th ing about  a l l  o f  that ,  is  the next  sentence .   He says:  

 “The above wi l l  have ser ious 10 

impl icat ions on any future  

representat ions made by the DPCI to  

have the Booysens case p laced back 

on the ro l l .   So,  the ef fect  o f  i t  is  no  

successfu l  prosecut ion wi l l  come f rom 

th is . ”  

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  Commissioner.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Can you comment  on that  and the 

shortcomings that  Major  General  Gerber  ident i f ied? 

COLONEL STEYN :    I  am not  sure when he refers to  errors 20 

re lat ing to ser ia l  numbers on evidence bags,  I  am not  sure  

what  he  actual ly  means by that .   S tatement  f rom Nort je  and 

Morr is ,  that  er ror  o r  the d i f ferences between thei r  

s tatements must  have been rect i f ied in  my t ime of  absence .   

The d i f ference between the 700 and 715,  there,  i f  you have 
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a  look at  my or ig inal  s tatement ,  my handwr i t ten statement ,  I  

d id  not  ment ion any speci f ic  count  of  the b locks there,  I  

on ly ment ioned i t  in  la ter  s tatements.   And I  might  have 

based my statement  on the 212 statement  f rom FSL,  but  as 

I  sa id on the outset ,  my statement  is  to  the best  of  my 

recol lect ion .   

 The one br ick tha t  was d iscovered,  l ike I  sa id,  must  

have been the l ight ing,  and i t  was  human error .   We are  

deal ing wi th humans .   A l though we expected to no t  make 

th is  type of  mistake,  we are deal ing wi th human beings .   In  10 

terms of  the premature arrests,  that  i s  a 50 -50 issue in  my 

opin ion.   In  h indsight ,  I  would agree wi th h im that  we should 

have just  cont inued wi th the invest igat ion,  and  then  indeed 

there might  have been a d i f fe rent  outcome,  but  that  is  in  

h indsight .    

 You know,  somet imes we need to  make decis ions 

on a cr ime scene wi th in minutes,  o r  in  a very short  space of  

t ime,  and then fo r tunate ly or  unfor tunate ly we then have to 

l ive wi th our  decis ions that  we had to make in  a very short  

space of  t ime.   The lack of  fo l low-ups on the a l ib i ’s,  ja ,  I  20 

th ink for  the most  par t  the invest igat ion team did what  they 

could in  te rms of  fo l lowing up on the a l ib i ’s.   The sta tement  

f rom the Commanders,  I  was aware of  a  s i tuat ion where  

cer ta in of  the Commanders ,  o f  the members tha t  were  

ar rested.    
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 I  am aware of  the fact  that  those in i t ia l  ind icat ions 

te lephonical l y  tha t  they were not  aware of  the members on 

the scene,  and la ter  they said no,  no,  no,  we were aware of  

the members on the scene ,  in  s tatement  form .   That  is  

wor r isome,  def in i te ly  wor r isome as wel l .   So that  i s  

basica l ly  my comments on these points.   But  ja ,  i f ,  you 

know,  unfor tunate ly we do not  a lways have a do -over  in  l i fe ,  

but  I  would do cer ta in th ings d i f ferent ly ,  for  example the 

invest igat ion before the arrest ,  but  ja .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Unless there are any quest ions f rom the 10 

Commissioners,  that  i s  i t  f rom me.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Can I  just ,  the supplementary  

statement ,  should we amend tha t  reference to 134 ?  I t  

would c lear ly  be incorrect  because I  th ink i t  is  on page 12.   

No,  no,  sorry .   Ja,  page 12,  paragraph 51 ,  the 

supplementary.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    This i s  136 .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I t  should be 136.46 .   

COLONEL STEYN :    Thank you,  Commissioner,  I  th ink tha t  

was just  a  typo .  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  th ink i t  is ,  in  paragraph 51 i t  is  the 

same th ing.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.   Ja,  that  is  where I  was.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    51 and 52.   
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COLONEL STEYN :    51 and 52.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  Colonel ,  when you star ted very 

ear ly  on in  the day,  you ment ioned,  and I  th ink th is  was in  

the genera l  d iscussion before you got  in to the sta tement ,  

that  to  date no ar rests have been made .   Was i t  in  re lat ion 

to the drugs themselves,  the seized drugs,  o r  members of  

the SAPS?  

COLONEL STEYN :    Commissioner,  on the scene,  as 

ind icated,  there were four  people  arrested .   In  the  in ter im,  

that  case has been removed f rom the ro l l  a f ter  10 

representat ions.   And af ter  that ,  I  am not  aware of  anyone 

e lse that  was ar rested on th is  case re lat ing to the exhib i ts ,  

re lat ing to the i r  conduct ,  and the l i ke .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   And d isc ip l inary act ion against  

Mr Mashaba and the other  two members?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  am aware that  there was d isc ip l inary 

act ions.   I  know,  I  cannot  recal l  which one.   The one was 

one of  the of f i cers .   I  th ink i t  was the of f icer  f rom,  not  the  

nat ional  one,  i f  the Advocate  can just  maybe assist  me .   

Who was the guy dr iv ing the b lack bakkie?  That  was 20 

…[intervenes] .  

ADV HASSIM SC :    Mogana.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Ja,  I  th ink he was suspended.   But  I  

am just  ta lk ing of  th ings that  I  heard,  Commissioner .   I  

cannot  test i fy  to  that  fact  as a fact .   
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ADV BALOYI SC :    And do you know whether  any of  them or  

a l l  o f  them are s t i l l  in  the employ of  the state ,  the  Traf f i c  

Chief  …[indist inct ] .  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  th ink the Ch ief  is .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   

COLONEL STEYN :    And I  know at  least  one of  the SAPS 

members are st i l l  a lso employed.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight .   

COLONEL STEYN :    I  am not  sure about  the second SAPS 

member,  Commissioner .   10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   Thank you,  Colonel .  

COLONEL STEYN :    Thank you,  Commissioner .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you,  Ms Hassim.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Can I  take you back to page 109 of  

the exhib i ts  bundle,  CJC217 .    

COLONEL STEYN :    I  am there,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.   Colonel ,  just  looking  at  that  

photo,  I  mean,  sure ly that  is  wrong that  you can load these 

bags in  the back of  an unmarked van which is  b lack in  

co lour  before the  exhib i ts  are secured and proper ly  sealed 20 

and proper ly  numbered and proper ly  counted,  jus t  on i t s  

face.   

COLONEL STEYN :    And photographed.  I t  was not  

photographed before th is .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    They have not  even been counted or  
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put  in  sealed bags or  anyth ing l ike that .   Somebody has 

loaded them in what  i s  c lear ly  a pr ivate vehic le  and they are 

removing them f rom a cr ime scene.    

COLONEL STEYN :    We establ ished that  th is  is  

…[intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    [ Ind ist inct ]… [cross- ta lk ing] .  

COLONEL STEYN :    My humblest  apology,  Commissioner .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Where you f ind drugs,  I  mean,  i t  is  a 

cr ime scene.   

COLONEL STEYN :    Absolute ly .  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And that  scene must  be secured .    

COLONEL STEYN :    Absolute ly .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  here  they are a l ready being 

removed and somebody is  tak ing them somewhere.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Ja.   You wi l l  a lso see tha t  th is  is  

before we came to the cr ime scene .   Look at  the  people 

standing around.   The gent leman there wi th the red shi r t ,  

né,  is  def in i te ly  not  a pol ice of f icer .   So th is  was before we 

ar r ived there .   So i t  is  not  even cordoned of f .   L ike,  one of  

the f i rs t  th ings that  the Advocate h ighl ighted was that  i t  be,  20 

there should be at  least  an inner  per imeter  which  was not  

done i f  one has a look at  the photograph s.   So when you 

say that  that  is  improper and incor rect ,  I  have to  to ta l ly  

100% agree wi th you,  Commissioner .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Even assuming the ar rest  was 
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premature and improper,  just  looking at  what  they have 

done in  that  photo.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    That  is  cont rary to  a l l  the i r  prescr ip ts .    

COLONEL STEYN :    100% Commissioner.   I  agree wi th you,  

s i r .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Ja,  thank you.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Not  that  i t  makes any d i f ference at  a l l  to 

how th is  was handled and how improper i t  is .   I  th ink  you 

wanted to make a  cor rect ion,  and I  th ink i t  i s  something that  10 

I  p icked up f rom the statements,  that  that  van turned out  to  

be a pol ice van .   

COLONEL STEYN :    That  is  cor rect ,  i t  was a pol ice van,  

yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   

COLONEL STEYN :    Or not  a pol ice van,  but  a pol ice  

vehic le.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    A  pol ice vehic le .   

COLONEL STEYN :    Yes,  Commissioner ,  the b lack vehic le ,  

ja .  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    What  does that  mean?  Do you mean 

i t  is  being dr iven by a pol iceman or  i t  is  registered as a 

SAPS vehic le?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I t  is  registered as a subs vehic le .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  as you know,  even vehic les  
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reg istered as SAPS vehic les can be used to  commit  

of fenses.  

COLONEL STEYN :    Absolute ly ,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So i t  does not  fo l low that  just  

because i t  is  registered as a  pol ice vehic le,  i t  was 

conduct ing proper  pol i ce business .   

COLONEL STEYN :    Your  comment  i s  100% correct ,  

Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  then again,  on the f l ip  s ide,  you 

cannot  assume wi thout  more that  they were commi t t ing a  10 

cr ime.  

COLONEL STEYN :    100% correct ,  Commissioner .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So you must  invest igate a l l  these 

th ings.   

COLONEL STEYN :    Indeed,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.  

ADV HASSIM SC :    May I ,  sorry,  Chai r .   Your  

Commissioners have caused me to have a fo l low -up,  

because the issue of  premature arrests and a l l  o f  that  is  

qui te  important  here .   There are severa l  people tha t  arr ived 20 

at  the scene,  the  f i rs t  responders I  was referr ing to  ear l ie r .   

And a long the way,  and then that  i s  I  th ink where Warrant  

Of f icer  Pakula comes in  at  a  cer ta in point ,  because he only  

ar r ives,  when we were looking at  the t imel ine ,  he only  

ar r ives at  the Aeroton,  because he does not  fo l low the t ruck 
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wi th  the others ,  r ight .   He ar r ives in  Aeroton,  and one of  the  

f ind ings by Major  General  Gerber was that  he d id not ,  he 

thought  that  Warrant  Of f icer  Pakula was genuinely t ry ing to 

invest igate the scene,  but  then was subjected to the ar rest  

and a l l  o f  that ,  and perhaps that  was the comment  about  the 

premature ar rest ,  because i f  he was not  compl ic i t  wi th  the 

others,  and the b lack ba kkie  and the removal  of  the  drugs,  

he may have been able to  do more  to do some processing of  

the cr ime scene .   Can I  get  your  comment  on that ?  

COLONEL STEYN :    I  cannot  real ly  comment  on Pakula 's  10 

ro le there,  but  ja ,  I  do not  know,  he was,  you know,  who 

asked h im to come to the scene,  and why,  i f  he  is  at  a  

nat ional  invest igat ion ent i ty ,  why d id not  he contact  the  

correct  people?  He contacted S ephungu,  Colone l  

Sephungu,  who was h is Commander,  who was on leave .   

And i f  you again have a look at  tha t  photograph on 109,  that  

red K ia there at  the back,  would be the vehic le he came in .    

ADV HASSIM SC :    The red vehic le?  

COLONEL STEYN :    The red K ia vehic le,  that  you can only 

see the nose of  in  that  p ic tu re.   So at  the end of  the day,  i f  20 

he would have done something,  the f i rs t  th ing,  why d id  he  

not  secure the drugs and at  least  have an inner per imeter ?  

That  is  just  a  quest ion I  would ask,  but  I  cannot  comment  on  

h is,  on exact ly  what  he d id  at  the cr ime scene,  

Commissioners .   
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ADV HASSIM SC :    No,  that  i s  f ine .   I  th ink that  i t  is  based 

on Major  General  Gerber 's  in terv iew and then the  

statements he took f rom Of f i cer  Pakula,  who expla ins what  

he d id and cal l ing  the JOC and that  k ind of  th ing.   So I  just  

wanted to c la r i f y  maybe what  he understood as being 

premature ar rest .   

COLONEL STEYN :    Thank you.   

ADV HASSIM SC :    That  is  a l l  f rom me,  thank you,  

Commissioners .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you very  much,  Colonel .   You are  10 

excused.   Let  us  adjourn unt i l  9 :30  tomorrow.  

INQUIRY POSTPONED TO 12 MAY 2026 

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

 

 

 

 


