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PROCEEDINGS ON 14 MAY 2026  

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning,  Ms Pooe.   

ADV POOE :    Good morning,  Chai r ,  Commissioners .   The 

wi tness fo r  today is  Nkoana Joseph Sebola ,  L ieutenant  

Colonel ,  and he is  ready to take the oath.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Good morning,  Colonel .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Good morning,  Commissioner .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Do you swear that  the evidence you are 

going to g ive is  the t ruth,  the who le t ruth,  noth ing but  the 

t ruth .   I f  so,  p lease ra ise your r igh t  hand and say,  “So help 10 

me God ” .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    So help me God.  

NKOANA JOSEPH SEBOLA    (du ly  sworn states)   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Colonel .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Thank you.  

ADV POOE :    Colonel  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  sorry,  can you yoursel f  s tate your 

fu l l  names fo r  the  record,  p lease ?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Nkoana Joseph Sebola .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   20 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Thank you,  Commissioner .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Pooe.   

ADV POOE :    Colonel ,  Commissioners,  just  by  way of  

or ientat ion,  for  the f i rs t  par t  o f  the session,  we wi l l  be 

making use of  f i le  1 ,  which  conta ins  Colonel 's  s ta tement ,  
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and you wi l l  see there are two sta tements in  there,  and we 

wi l l  a lso be making a lo t  o f  re ference to the exhib i t  f i le  that  

is  labe l led “Booysens CAS 98 docket  and  Khan 

d isc ip l inary ” .   Colonel ,  just  to  conf i rm,  in  f ront  of  you,  there  

should be,  d i rect ly  in  f ront  of  you,  there should be two f i les,  

one that  conta ins  your statement  and another  that  conta ins  

exhib i ts ,  and the f i rs t  par t  o f  those exhib i ts  i s  the docket .    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  Commissioner .   

ADV POOE :    Thank you.   And then la ter  in  the day,  we wi l l  

a lso make use of ,  i t  is  a  f i le  labe l led “Statement  and 10 

Annexures for  Ms Maposho” ,  but  I  wi l l  ind icate that  when we 

get  there .   Colonel ,  i f  we can then go to the  f i le  that  

conta ins your statement .   Can you conf i rm that  th is  i s  a  

statement  that  you have prepared fo r  purposes o f  g iv ing  

test imony before th is  commission ?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  I  do conf i rm,  Commissioner .  

ADV POOE :    And i f  you can then go to page 5  of  that  

s tatement ,  can you conf i rm that  tha t  is  your  s ignature ?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  is  indeed mine,  Commissioner .  

ADV POOE :    And then can you conf i rm that  the contents of  20 

the statement  are ,  to  the best  of  your  knowledge,  t rue and 

correct?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  I  can conf i rm,  Commissioners .    

ADV POOE :    Thank you.   Commissioners,  ear l ier  in  my 

d iscussions wi th Colonel ,  he ind icated that  when he was 
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prepar ing th is  sta tement ,  he d id so  in  a rush,  and there are  

many deta i l s  tha t  are outstanding .   So the approach to  

going through the statement ,  we wi l l  f i rs t  go through the 

background par ts,  but  for  what  comes af te r  paragraph 6,  we 

wi l l  go th rough i t  s lowly wi th reference to what  is  conta ined 

in  the docket .  

CHAIRPERSON :    And how wi l l  you deal  wi th  the  second 

statement?  

ADV POOE :    The second statement  is  an annexure,  and 

conta ins by and large what  is  a l ready conta ined in  the f i rs t  10 

statement .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

ADV POOE :    And then …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Perhaps the rush expla ins the confusion  

that  I  had,  the reference to the many names and so  on and 

so on.   I  got  to ta l l y  confused .   

ADV POOE :    Yes,  Chai r ,  we wi l l  t ry  to  ident i fy  a l l  o f  the  

ro le p layers as we go.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.    

ADV POOE :    And then just  to  …[intervenes] .  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    I  do  not  mean th is  in  any ,  I  am not  saying 

th is  in  any derogatory sense ,  Colonel .   I  understand,  as the  

Evidence Leader says,  that  you were in  a rush to f ina l i se  

your statement .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Understood,  Commissioner.   
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CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   

ADV POOE :    Co lonel ,  i f  we can s tar t  wi th  the f i rs t  par t  o f  

your  statement ,  and at  least  deal  wi th  the f i rs t  f ive 

paragraphs,  which conta in your background.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    S tar t ing at  1 .  

ADV POOE :    Yes .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  s tate that :  

 “ I  s ta r ted my pol ic ing career  in  1992 -

07-03,  and af ter  passing out  in  

December 1992,  I  was posted at  a  10 

pol ice stat ion,  Maleboho Pol ice Sta t ion  

as a Constable.   In  1994,  I  was 

promoted to the  rank of  a  Sergeant ,  

and I  was posted in  the administ rat ion 

of  which  focus area was log ist ics  and 

f inance.   Then in  1996,  I  got  

t ransfer red and worked at  Capr icorn 

Area Finance at  Polokwane unt i l  1999,  

when I  got  my promot ion to the rank of  

a  Warrant  Of f icer ,  and posted to Cr ime 20 

Prevent ion ,  Polokwane Pol ice Stat ion .   

Dur ing December  of  the same year,  I  

obta ined my Nat ional  Dip loma in 

Pol ic ing f rom the then Technic on SA.  

In  2002,  I  was recru i ted to  the 
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Detect ive sect ion of  the stat ion in  

Polokwane,  but  s tar ted doing t rac ing of  

wanted suspects,  or  the so -cal led  red 

dockets  and I  d id  not  take long,  and I  

was tasked to invest igate,  and 

invest igated what  was then cal led  t r io  

cr imes. ”  

CHAIRPERSON :    What  a re red dockets?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Red dockets is  the dockets that  have 

been c losed wi th  warrants of  a rrest ,  that  is  why we are 10 

cal l ing them red dockets .   

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  is  not  the same th ing as cold,  is  i t  

ca l led cold dockets,  or  co ld  …[intervenes] .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Cold cases.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No,  i t  is  red dockets .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.  

CHAIRPERSON :    What  is  the d i f ference between the two,  

co ld cases and red dockets?  20 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    The cold,  you might  f ind the case has 

been c losed,  wi th  no suspect ,  and suspect  unknown .   Then,  

e i ther  awai t ing the outcomes,  i t  can e i ther  be the DNA,  the 

f ingerpr in ts,  any other  th ing that  may ident i f y  the person,  

then those dockets were the co ld dockets .   Now,  af ter  
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having received that  in format ion,  then i t  comes to l i fe .   

Thanks,  Commiss ioner .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   

ADV POOE :    Colonel ,  what  are t r io  c r imes?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    A t  that  t ime,  we were invest igat ing the  

cr imes of  housebreakings ,  we were doing car jackings and,  

ja ,  those were my focus area .     

ADV POOE :    Okay.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    - :  

 “ I  have undergone the fo l lowing in -10 

serv ice t ra in ing,  Detect ive learn ing 

program, d isc ip l inary hear ing courses,  

Organized Cr ime Invest igators Course 

and 3008 Basic Computer  Competency.   

I  am cur rent ly  s tudying towards my LLB 

wi th Regenesys Law School . ”  

ADV POOE :    Colonel ,  before you move,  can you a lso  deal  

wi th ,  have you done any drug -re lated courses?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Ja ,  I  th ink  I  was.   When I  s ta r ted 

invest igat ing drug docket ,  the f i rs t  th ing I  was taken through 20 

was the drug ident i f icat ion workshop .   I  have a lso  

undergone a course which was of fered by the  Uni ted  

Nat ions on,  i t  was a cyber e lement  of  cr ime invest igat ion,  

cyber e lement .   I t  was of fered by the Uni ted Nat ions on 

drug and just ice system ,  i f  I  remember wel l .   I  cannot  recal l .   
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My professor  then was,  professor ,  I  th ink is  S toddart .   

Those were the  courses and the t ra in ing that  I  have 

undergone regard ing drugs and invest igat ions.   And a lso,  

undergone the courses of  chemical ,  precursor  chemicals  

invest igat ions ,  in  fact ,  precursors to  i l legal  drugs ,  

Commissioner,  to  be c lear .   

ADV POOE :    Thanks,  Colonel .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    - :  

 “So,  in  2016-08-01,  I  got  a post  as  a  

Capta in in  the West  Rand in  Gauteng  10 

as an invest igator .   That  i s  when I  

s ta r ted invest igat ing the scene .   Then,  

the group,  SANEB, was then moved to 

Johannesburg uni t ,  and I  was focused 

on South  Af r ican Narcot ic  

Enhancement  Bureau  and wi th in a  

short  space of  t ime,  a l l  SANEB 

members were moved to Germiston 

uni t .   In  2019 ear ly ,  we were posted at  

O.R.  Tambo Internat ional  A i rpor t  to 20 

invest igate drugs,  economic protected 

resources,  cases of  i l l ic i t  movement  of  

money.   And in  ear ly  2020,  we were  

recal led to do  the same work in  

Germiston. ”  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    I t  s t i l l  remained wi th in DPCI ? 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  s t i l l  remained wi th in the DPCI .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV POOE :    Colonel ,  when exact ly  d id you jo in  DPCI ? 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    In  2016.   

ADV POOE :    In  2016.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    - :  

 “ In  2021-07-09,  a t  about  11,  I  rece ived 

a ca l l  that  we must  go to Aeroton to 

at tend to a compla int  o f  d rug deal ings.   10 

Then,  I  in formed Warrant  Of f icer  

Phume,  Warrant  Of f icer  Mache be,  to  

dr ive together  and go to the scene .   

S ince i t  was the year of  Covid ,  Warrant  

Of f icer  Phume opted to use other  

vehic le and drove wi th Warrant  Of f icer  

Machebe. ”  

ADV POOE :    Colonel ,  just  before you move,  le t  us  star t  

wi th  who d id you receive a ca l l  f rom ?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    L ieutenant  Colonel  Ludick,  back then.  20 

ADV POOE :    And the two Warrant  Of f i cers that  

accompanied you,  were they Warrant  Of f icers at  the t ime?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    A t  the t ime,  they were Sergeants,  both 

of  them.   Now they are Warrant  Of f i cers .   

ADV POOE :    And,  sorry,  before  we even go deeper in to  
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what  happens on the 9 t h ,  when d id you get  promoted to  

L ieutenant  Colonel?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    2022,  November 1,  to  L impopo,  where I  

am current ly ,  bu t  s t i l l  under SANEB.   I  am heading the 

sect ion.   

ADV POOE :    You are  heading SANEB for  L impopo ?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Correct ,  yes .  

ADV POOE :    So would th is  be the same ro le that  Colonel  

Steyn is  p lay ing in  Gauteng? 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct .  10 

ADV POOE :    Okay,  you can cont inue .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    - :  

 “We, together  wi th Phume,  arr ived at  

the scene wi th in 30 minutes af ter  

receiv ing the compla int  and there were 

people  …”  

 I f  you can look at  the statement ,  I  omi t ted,  there  

were people at  the scene.  

 “And I  was approached by Warrant  

Of f icer  Rikhotso,  who was at  that  t ime 20 

wi th Colonel  Malu leke,  the  Uni t  

Commander of  Johannesburg . ”  

ADV POOE :    And just  to  get  a  sense,  Warrant  Of f icer  

Rikhotso is  f rom?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Ser ious Organized Cr ime .   In  fac t ,  he is  
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wi th in DPCI  wi th  me,  but  we have got  three d iv is ions in  

Ser ious Organized Cr ime.    

ADV POOE :    What  are the three d iv is ions?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    The other  sect ion that  was where I  was 

based is  SANEB, concent rat ing  on drugs and a l l  th is  

re levant  legal  drugs and i l legal  drugs .   Warrant  Of f icer  

Rikhotso was f rom Ser ious Organ ized Cr ime a lso,  but  he  

was at ,  we cal l  i t  now NPVC, which was v io lent  cr imes.   

They were spec i f ica l l y  deal ing wi th the cash- in - t ransi t  

o f fences,  in  shor t .   And there was th is  other  sect ion of  EPR,  10 

which is  fo r  the Economic Protected Sp ecies,  which  

speci f ica l l y  deals  wi th,  amongst  o thers,  i l legal  min ing and 

other  th ings .   So I  was not  in  those two.   Mine was in  

SANEB.   

ADV POOE :    Okay.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Rikhotso was in  NPVC. 

ADV POOE :    Ser ious …[intervenes] .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Ser ious,  ja ,  was on,  we just  say v io lent  

cr imes.  

ADV POOE :    V io lent  cr imes,  okay.  20 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.   

ADV POOE :    And then th is  Colonel  Malu leke,  who is  the 

Uni t  Commander?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Colonel  Malu leke was the Uni t  

Commander of  Johannesburg .   
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ADV BALOYI SC :    In  DPCI ,  yes.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    In  DPCI .   In  fact ,  we had the  uni t  in  

Johannesburg,  we had the uni t  in  Germiston,  we had the  

uni t  in  the West  Rand,  we had the  uni t  in  Va al ,  we had the 

uni t  in  Pretor ia .   

ADV POOE :    And then you say that  when you arr ived,  there  

were people at  the scene.   Can you descr ibe what  you mean 

by people at  the scene?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Upon my ar r iva l  there were people on 

the scene.   Amongst  them there were pol ice of f icers and the  10 

employee of  the  company at  Scania ,  but  I  was made to 

understand that  company is  not  Scania ,  because they were 

just  the agent  responsib le for  accept ing the,  what  is  the 

bet te r  term for ,  there is  …[incomple te] .  

ADV POOE :    Cargo?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    We cal l  them ,  not  agent  …[ incomplete] .  

ADV POOE :    Shipping.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Shipping agent .   In  fact ,  they are just  

receiv ing any i tems on behal f  o f  the i r  c l ients .  

CHAIRPERSON :    One of  the c l ients being Scania.  20 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    One of  the c l ients being Scania .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay.   

ADV POOE :    So then,  when a  sh ipment  i s  expected fo r  a  

par t icu lar  company,  does that  company then come when the  

shipping arr ives ,  or  i s  i t  received by th is  company ?  
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LT-COL SEBOLA :    Thei r  duty,  they are fac i l i ta t ing  

whatever consignment  need to be brought  to  the company .   

In  fact ,  they wi l l  be declar ing on behal f  o f  the c l ient .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Are they the receiv ing agent ?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    They are the receiv ing agent .   Thanks,  

Commissioner .   

ADV POOE :    Just  to  understand,  as the receiv ing  agent ,  

l ike in  th is  instance we know that  Scania employees were at  

the premises .   Was that  normal?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Let  us put  i t  c lear .   Those employees 10 

there,  they are not  employed by Scania .   

ADV POOE :    Okay.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Let  us ta lk  speci f i cs.   There was Ms 

Wentzel .   I  th ink another  name,  surname is  a lso used .    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Jo lene.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Jo lene.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Jo lene Wentzel .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    She is  work ing  for  the shipping agent .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Not  fo r  Scania?  20 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Not  for  Scania .   

CHAIRPERSON :    There was a lso a man,  I  forget  h is  name 

complete ly.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    The one who cut  open the conta iner .   I  

know …[ intervenes] .  
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CHAIRPERSON :    Maybe i f  you ment ion the name I  wi l l  

remember .   What  is  the name?  I t  does not  mat ter .   So he 

too worked fo r  th is  receiv ing agent ?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    They are work ing fo r  that  c lear ing 

agent .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay,  a l l  r ight .    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    The c lear ing agent .   

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.  

ADV POOE :    So E l ias Moset la  and Ntungwa were a lso  

…[intervenes] .   10 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.   

ADV POOE :    Were a lso,  so they are a l l  employed for  th is  

receiv ing  …[incomplete] .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Accord ing to the in format ion I  received,  

those people I  was in formed they are work ing for  the  

c lear ing agent .   

ADV POOE :    A l l  r ight .   So,  and the pol ice of f icers on your  

ar r iva l ,  where d id they appear to ,  where d id they come 

f rom,  or  could you ident i f y  the var ious pol ice at  the scene ?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    There were var ious pol ice of f icers.  20 

ADV POOE :    Yes .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    And then,  there were others,  I  do not  

remember,  but  they were dr iv ing  a marked car .   One of  them 

that  I  have ident i f ied was Capta in Optof f ,  who was in  

uni form.  
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ADV POOE :    And that  is  f rom the F ly ing Squad.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    And then f rom,  no,  they are f rom the 

Fly ing Squad.  

ADV POOE :    Yes.   Yes,  so you could ident i fy  those that  

were f rom the Fly ing Squad f rom thei r  marked vehic les .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    And la ter  on,  as we were progressing,  

there were others  that  I  have ident i f ied,  but  they were just  

onlookers .    

ADV POOE :    Okay.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  why they could not  appear 10 

anywhere in  my statement .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am sor ry,  I  may have missed th is .   Did 

you say Optof f  was one of  those f rom  Booysens or  no t?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    To me,  he said  he is  f rom Fly ing  Squad.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  Fly ing Squad .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    He is  the  one of  those who were  

manning a roadblock before th is  inc ident .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  oh.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    He was not  in  the marked vehic le that  20 

parked in  f ront  of  the  …[intervenes] .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No,  he was not .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Not .   A l l  r ight .   Thank you,  thank you .    

ADV POOE :    And how many people approximate ly  do you 

th ink were  around the scene,  in  and around the scene ?  
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LT-COL SEBOLA :    Commissioner,  to  be precise,  there 

might  be over  20 or  more .   There were a  lo t .   There were  a  

lo t  o f  people.    

ADV POOE :    Okay.   And then,  you say you were 

approached by Warrant  Of f icer  Rikhotso.   Was he expect ing 

you?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  th is  i s  what  he said :  

 “My Colonel  phoned your of f ice. ”  

 My Colonel ,  he was refer r ing to Co lonel  Malu leke.  

 “Can you p lease assist  and take over ,  10 

because what  is  happening here  is  a 

chaos. ”  

ADV POOE :    Okay,  so,  I  am assuming then i t  means that  

he had in formed h is Colonel  of  the chaos.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes ,  that  is  why …[ intervenes] .  

ADV POOE :    And h is Colonel  ca l ls  your  Colonel .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    His Colonel  phoned my of f ice ,  which 

la ter  on I  p icked up that  he phoned General  Ka dwa.   

ADV POOE :    Okay,  then we can go to paragraph 8 .    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    - :  20 

 “arrant  Of f i cer  Rikhotso  pointed to  me 

a marked Booysens pol ice vehic le,  and 

he said to  me,  he  was contacted by h is  

nephew,  who is  the pol ice Sergeant  

dr iv ing that  marked  Booysens vehic le 
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that  b locked the  b lack Nissan bakkie  

which the dr iver  wanted to dr ive away.   

That  was the f i rs t  in format ion that  I  

got .   Rikhotso  then said,  Colonel  

Malu leke contacted General  Kadwa,  

and they are suspect ing bags in  the  

b lack Nissan bakkie are drugs.   They 

could not  take over  the scene,  and 

therefore I  must  ta lk  to  dr iver  o f  the  

marked Booysen bakkie ,  to  whom I  10 

in t roduced myse l f ,  and he became 

known to me as Sergeant  Ndou.”  

ADV POOE :    Okay.   Colonel ,  just  so that  we can see a 

bet te r  p ic tu re of  what  you were looking at ,  can we go to that  

exhib i t  bundle,  and le t  us go to page 19 .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  page 19.   

ADV POOE :    Yes,  19.   I f  we can star t  wi th  p ic ture 2,  

because I  th ink that  shows  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Wi l l  i t  be f l ighted ?  

ADV POOE :    Maybe perhaps …[ incomplete] .  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   

ADV POOE :    Maybe you can descr ibe what  we are seeing 

in  that  p ic ture.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Okay,  Commissioner,  I  th ink before  I ,  

when you enter  that  company,  there are two gates .   You 
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enter  the f i rs t  gate,  then you are going to  turn .   Then when I  

turned,  the f i rs t  vehic le that  I  came across was th is  BMW , 

but  I  d id  not  take not ice of  that  i t  be longs to the people that  

are in  here .   Then that  i s  when I  proceeded to  where th is  

t ruck wi th a ye l low ca b is  s tanding .   

ADV POOE :    Okay,  so when you say Warrant  Of f icer  

Rikhotso pointed you to a marked  Booysens pol ice vehic le,  

what  was he point ing you to ?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Next  to  that  t ruck,  there is  a whi te  

marked pol ice bakkie just  s tanding in  f ront  of  the b lack  10 

Nissan,  but  on th is  p ic tu re,  i t  is  not  that  much c lear ly  

v is ib le ,  but  how I  know the  scene,  i t  is  s tanding in  f ront  of  

the b lack bakkie .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Lefa,  p lease show photo 2  on the 

same page.   Is  i t  that  one there ?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner .    

ADV POOE :    Perhaps i f  we can go to page 40 .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    40.  

ADV POOE :    Oh,  my apologies .   Let  us star t  a t  page 37 ,  

p ic ture 33.  20 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  I  am seeing i t .   

ADV POOE :    Ja,  is ,  can you conf i rm that  that  is  the marked 

vehic le,  the pol ice van ,  and then you wi l l  see behind i t  

marked B is  that  the b lack bakkie?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  that  is  the  b lack bakkie.   
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ADV POOE :    And then a bet te r  p ic tu re or  f rom a d i f ferent  

angle is  at  page 40.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct ,  i t  is  th is  one .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Page 41,  photo 40 .   

ADV POOE :    Yes,  i f  you can go to page 41.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.   

ADV POOE :    Photo 40.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  i t  is  the one.  

ADV POOE :    A l l  r ight .   Then you say that  he to ld you that  

the marked pol ice vehic le was b locking the b lack  Nissan 10 

because the dr iver  wanted to dr ive away .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    He wanted to dr ive away.  

ADV POOE :    This i s  now conveyed to you by records f rom 

the nephew.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.   

ADV POOE :    A l l  r ight .   Okay,  then we can proceed to ,  you 

then in t roduce yoursel f  to  the person that  you  …[indist inct ]  

as Sergeant  Ndou.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ms Pooe,  can I  just  get  some 

c la r i f icat ion before you move on .   You say that  Colone l  20 

Malu leke said they could  not  take over  the scene.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No,  no,  I  d id  not  speak to Colonel  

Malu leke.   This  is  the communicat ion between me and 

Warrant  Of f icer  R ikhotso …[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   
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LT-COL SEBOLA :    Who was saying Colonel  Malu leke 

contacted your of f ice of  which I  rea l ized that  he contacted 

General  Kadwa.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And where you say ,  now,  i f  you look at  

that  page 2,  s t i l l  a t  paragraph 8,  Rik hotso then said  

Malu leke contacted General  Kadwa and they are suspect ing 

the bags in  the Nissan bakkie  are drugs.   They could not  

take over  the scene .   I t  is  that  par t  that  I  am just  want ing to 

c la r i fy .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  we …[intervenes] .   10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    You were to ld by Rikhotso.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  was to ld by R ikhotso.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Then we as SANEB must ,  we have to 

take over  the scene .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  that  was going to be my quest ion .   

How does i t  work,  th is  tak ing over  the scene f rom people 

that  you found there ?  So,  as in  Rikhotso and Malu leke 

could not  take over  the scene because they are  not  in  

SANEB?  Is  that  what  i t  means ?  And I  ask the quest ion  20 

because wi th  the  past  wi tnesses there  has  been a  

d iscussion about  tak ing over  the  scene f rom the or ig inal  

person who arr ived at  the scene and you eventual ly  take 

over  the scene.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    But  we had another  wi tness yesterday 

saying the scene was handed over to  them by the or ig inal ,  I  

th ink the f i rs t  responder .   So I  jus t  want  to  understand the 

pract ice,  how in  fact  i t  works .   I f  you ar r ive at  a  scene,  what  

in forms one of f icer  tak ing a scene over  f rom another ?  Is  i t  

senior i t y?  Is  i t  specia l t y?  What  exact ly  happens?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    The reason why we are cal led  to the 

scene f i rs t ,  we are specia l i z ing in  drugs.   Once they say 

drugs are involved,  we are the team that  can deal .   When 

they say,  when you arr ive at  the scene,  you suspect  10 

something,  ca l l  the necessary people .   We are,  in  fact ,  we 

are amongst  the necessary people .   We are the one who 

can say,  yes,  indeed,  we can conf i rm these are the  

suspected drugs .    

 Then we can a lso conf i rm we are  suspect ing i t  to  

be  th is  t ype of  a  drug ,  unl ike fo r  Rikhotso to take over ,  

having  no knowledge,  then you st i l l  have to .   Now we are  

becoming too many on the scene instead of  just  shor tening  

i t  to  say no,  le t  me not  take over ,  le t  these people arr ive,  

then I  wi l l  te l l  them what  to  do .   Then that  i s  what  Rikhotso  20 

d id .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    And would you say that  i s  the  genera l  

understanding wi th in the SAP S,  that  that  is  how i t  should  

work?  I t  is ,  you hand over  a scene  …[intervenes] .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  how i t  should work.  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    To the people that  are t ra ined,  who 

specia l ize in  that  area .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Who specia l ize  in  that  a rea.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  i s  why even when i t  i s  a  scene of  

explosives,  even mysel f  when I  arr i ve f i rs t ,  I  have to 

evacuate people .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Cal l  the necessary people .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  thank you.  10 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Thank you.   

ADV POOE :    Colonel ,  just  to  make sure we unders tand,  at  

th is  point  né,  f rom the evidence that  we  have heard,  there 

was in i t ia l l y  the f i rs t  two accused,  that  was Mr  Mashaba and 

Of f icer  Magane.   They were there as having taken charge of  

the scene in  loose terms.   Then i t  is  Of f icer  Phaku la  who 

fo l lows next  and he says he then takes over  f rom those two .   

Here,  I  just  want  to  understand,  because there  is  the  

Booysens pol ice of f icers,  Sergeant  Ndou,  and then you are  

convers ing wi th R ikhotso,  who had spoken to Malu le ke.   20 

Who exact ly  at  that  point  was seized wi th the scene ?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Maybe,  to  put  i t  c lear .  

ADV POOE :    Yes.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Mashaba and Magane ar r ived f i rs t .   

This is  what  I  got .   
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ADV POOE :    Yes.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    And th is  is  the in format ion I  got  f rom 

both Ndo and f rom Jolene Wen tzel .   What  was surpr is ing ,  I  

wi l l  s ta r t  wi th  tha t  one.   When I  go t  in formed by Jolene,  he 

says these peop le,  they are ident i fy ing them as Cr ime 

Inte l l igent  Hawks.   This was h is explanat ion .   Then I  sa id  

we do not  have such.   We cannot  have Cr ime Inte l l igent  

Hawks.   What  d id they produce to support  what  they are  

te l l ing  you?  What  I  was in formed,  they just  f lagged 

something wi th a  pol ice emblem in f ront  of  them .  This is  10 

what  I  was to ld.   I  am to ld by Jo lene Wen tzel ,  because i f  he 

had names,  or  the name of  M agane speci f i ca l l y ,  he was the  

one who was f lagging that ,  he wou ld have known.   He wi l l  

say no,  th is  i s  Magane who came,  who approached me.   But  

he said th is ,  and th is  ta l l  one,  Mashaba was a b i t  ta l ler  

than,  he is  saying th is  ta l l  one is  keeping everybody at  a  

toes.   He was …[vernacular ] .   That  is  what  he was saying ,  

because Jolene could a lso say a b i t  o f  Zulu  word and 

Af r ikaans,  because that  is  when,  then I  understand no  man, 

that  cannot  be the behavio ur .  20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Colonel ,  in  fact ,  on page 267 of  that  

same bundle,  that  is  Jo lene's statement .    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    267.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    In  paragraph 4 .   Sor ry,  in  paragraph 

3.    
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LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  I  got  i t .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.   So maybe just  read paragraph 

3,  and then i t  conf i rms what  you  have just  sa id  to  the  

Commission .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    - :  

 “He was wi th two Af r ican males who 

were dr iv ing a grey VW Gol f  and they 

have in t roduced themselves as pol ice  

of f icers f rom Cr ime Inte l l igence .   He 

said th is  gent lemen produced cards  10 

and he asked them i f  they have the 

SAPS conta iner  stop form ,  because 

th is  is  normal ly  the procedure fo l lowed 

when stopping a conta iner . ”  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Ja,  maybe you can stop there .   I  just  

wanted to conf i rm that  Jo lene does conf i rm what  you are  

just  te l l ing us now.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.  

ADV POOE :    Colonel ,  before you run away f rom me,  what  I  20 

was just  t ry ing to establ ish before we get  to  a l l  o f  the th ings 

that  happened is  because there  is  the Sergeants f rom 

Booysens,  and there  is  now Warrant  Of f icer  Rikhotso ,  who 

were seized wi th the scene at  the t ime that  you were then 

to ld to  take over ,  is  i t  the Booysens pol ice of f icers,  o r  was i t  
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Of f icer  Rikhotso? 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Who d id what?   

ADV POOE :    Who had the scene,  was the custodian of  the  

scene at  the t ime.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    A t  the t ime?  

ADV POOE :    Yes.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    The person who st i l l  is  the custodian of  

the scene is  Sergeant  Ndou.  

ADV POOE :    A l l  r ight .   Okay,  thank you.   So that  then 

in forms your dec is ion to speak to Sergeant  Ndo u as the  10 

…[intervenes] .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    As he is  the person who is  in  charge .    

ADV POOE :    A l l  r ight .   Then you proceed to ta lk  about  your  

approach to  …[intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  to ,  was i t  ever  b rought  to  your  

at tent ion that  Warrant  Of f icer  Phakula  was in  charge of  the 

scene at  a l l ?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  was only  …[intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am asking th is  …[intervenes] .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No,  i t  was not .   20 

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am asking th is  because he to ld us that  

he  was in  charge .   He took over  f rom,  i t  i s  very d i f f icu l t  to  

say f rom whom exact ly  between the two,  between Chief  

Mashaba and Magane.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  was never.  
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CHAIRPERSON :    So i t  was never brought  to  your  at tent ion .   

Thank you very much .   Thanks.   Thanks,  Ms Pooe.  

ADV POOE :    And then s imi lar ly ,  was i t  brought  to  your  

at tent ion that  the other  Malu le ke was a custodian ,  the DPCI 

Malu leke?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Commissioners,  then th is  Malu leke,  I  

rea l ised la ter  that  he was among the group of  the  

onlookers .   He was there .   But  I  d id  not  ident i fy  h im when I  

was there at  the scene ,  because,  s ince I  sa id,  there were 

many people .   But  I  rea l i sed,  i t  on ly came to my a t tent ion 10 

that  he was amongst  those group o f  onlookers .   

ADV POOE :    A l l  r ight .   Then we can move to paragraph 9.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    - :  

 “ I  then approached Sergeant  Ndou and 

he conf i rmed to  me that  the person 

dr iv ing a b lack Nissan bakkie  loaded 

wi th b lack sports bags was leaving  and 

he then b locked h im wi th a pol ice  

bakkie .   And I  approached the dr iver  of  

that  b lack Nissan who was seated in  20 

the bakkie  and ident i f ied h imsel f  to  me 

as Warrant  Of f i cer  Magane. ”  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    When you say he was leaving,  just  be 

c lear ,  do you mean the bakkie  was dr iv ing away?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    The bakkie  was dr iv ing out  of  that  
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scene.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So in  other  words,  i t  was leaving the  

p lace where i t  was parked.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  was leaving the p lace .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  the reason why  …[intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    He b locked.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    He b locked.   Then he cal led,  I  

understand,  that  i s  when he cal led R ikhotso and others.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So is  i t  your  understanding that  i f  the 10 

pol ice van had not  b locked the  b lack bakkie ,  the b lack  

bakkie  would have le f t  the campus where the scene was ?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Did you,  you say he was,  when you got  

there,  Warrant  Of f icer  Magane was s i t t ing in  the bakkie.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    On the dr iver ’s  s ide.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    On the dr iver ’s  s ide.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Did you f ind out  whether  he was s i t t ing  20 

there because he was prepar ing to  dr ive out  before he was 

b locked,  or  he had been inst ructed by one of  the pol ice  

of f icers who arr ived on the scene to get  in to the bakkie and 

s i t  there?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  …[ intervenes] .  



     14 MAY 2026 – DAY 108 

Page 27  o f  194  

 

 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Did you f ind tha t  out?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  he d id not  br ing i t  to  my at tent ion.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  so you do not  …[ intervenes] .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Because I  a lso  had  a chat  wi th  h im.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   So you …[ intervenes] .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  asked h im  …[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So you do not  know how he ended up in  

the dr iver  seat  at  that  t ime,  other  than what  Ndou to ld  you?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Commissioner,  to  c lar i f y .   I  asked h im ,  I  

understand you have loaded th is  batch and they come f rom 10 

th is  conta iner .   What  are you do ing?  He said no,  I  was 

tak ing them to my stat ion.   Then I  sa id  why?  At  that  t ime 

when I  am st i l l  ta lk ing to h im he was,  he took,  he  pul led out  

a ce l l  phone,  then he wanted to ca l l .   I  could not ice that  in  

that  ca l l  he was phoning Br igadier  Lewela.   Lewela  worked 

wi th me at  Germis ton,  but  he was the Provincia l  Commander 

of  Ser ious Corrupt ion …[ indist inct ] .   He was a Br igadier .   

Then I  sa id look,  ca l l  h im.   When he was cal l ing,  that  i s  

when the same Br igadier  was t ry ing to ca l l  and General  

Kadwa and Colonel  Ludick then ar r ived.    20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  want  you to c la r i fy ,  because 

Commissioner Ba loyi  i s  asking you an important  quest ion.   

Sergeant  Ndou is  one of  the people who were in  the  marked 

pol ice van.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Correct ,  Commissio ner.  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    So they were  the f i rs t  po l i ce proper to  

ar r ive at  the scene.   There were no other  pol i ce other  than 

Magane and Mashaba.   So,  Commissioner Baloyi ’ s  quest ion 

i s  are you sure that  the reason why Magane was not  in  h is  

vehic le was because other  pol i cemen had inst ructed h im to 

s i t  in  h is  vehic le .   My understand ing of  your  statement  is  

that  there were no other  pol i cemen at  the t ime,  because 

Ndou and h is co l league were the f i rs t  po l i cemen to ar r ive at  

the scene and they are the ones who b locked Magane’s  

vehic le f rom leaving.  10 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    They are the ones who b locked.   There 

were no other  pol ice that  I  was to ld that  he,  they g ive such 

inst ruct ion to,  e i ther  to  stop or  to  dr ive out .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Just  complete that  p ic tu re.   What  

would have happened to the scene i tse l f ,  you have 

exper ience in  invest igat ing  drug issues,  i f  Magane had le f t  

wi th  h is  bakkie loaded wi th what  we now know to have been 

th is  consignment  of  d rugs?  I f  he had le f t  that  campus 20 

where  the log ist ics company is ,  what  would  have happened 

to the scene i tse l f  and the invest igat ion of  how the drugs 

got  there?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Commissioner,  we wi l l  remain wi th  

noth ing to  invest igate,  because i f  that  bakkie was,  when we 
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arr ived was not  at  the scene …[ intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    The drugs were not  there a lso.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    And the drugs were not  there,  the only  

th ing that  we were going to f ind ins ide that  conta iner  i t  was 

the cap,  the Scania caps.   So,  there was noth ing i l legal  to  

invest igate fo r  us.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Then te l l  me,  i s  i t  not  a cr iminal  

o f fence to impersonate Cr ime Inte l l igence of f i cers?  So 

when Magane and Mashaba ar r ived at  th is  campus and they 

ident i f ied themselves as members of  Cr ime Inte l l igence,  i s  10 

that  not  an of fence?  I  am not  sure what  the posi t ion is ,  that  

is  why I  am asking.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  is ,  Commissioner.   I t  is .   I t  is  a  

cr iminal  o f fence to impersonate somebody.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Even i f  you are a pol ice  of f icer  

yoursel f  o r  you are a t raf f ic  of f i cer?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Because why am I  saying th is ,  I  know 

that  which I  am,  because I  must  s tate who I  am so that  i t  

can be c lear  going fo rward what  type of  cr ime because I  am 

invest igat ing .   I f  I  am not  invest igat ing I  cannot  come here  20 

and say I  am invest igat ing ,  my work is  th is  and that .   I f  

maybe I  am a handyman in  the po l ice ,  I  cannot  come and 

say I  am a Warrant  Of f icer ,  I  am a handyman ,  my 

responsib i l i t y  i s  to  deal  o r  f ix  wi th  vehic les,  l ights  or  th is  

and that .   
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you,  Adv Pooe.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Sor ry .   As you s i t  there,  Colonel ,  are you 

in  a posi t ion to ident i f y  the exact  p rovis ions that  say i f  you 

are a pol ice o f f icer  you cannot  ident i fy  yoursel f  as 

belonging to a  speci f ic  sect ion of  SAPS to which you 

actual ly  do not  be long ?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Even though I  do not  have provis ion but  

I   …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  cannot  substant ia te w i th any 10 

document .   But  my understanding is  that  as pol ice  of f icers 

you have to ident i fy  yoursel f  as who you are.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  I  am not  suggest ing tha t  i t  is  

o therwise.   I  just  wanted to know.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No,  thanks.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.   Thank you.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  just  ask ,  the,  you say you were 

to ld that  he in t roduced h imsel f ,  they in t roduced themselves 

as Cr ime Inte l l igence f rom the Hawks.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  f rom the Hawks.  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    We know there is  noth ing l i ke that  as  

you te l l  us .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    But  the funct ion that  Warrant  Of f icer  

Magane,  which is  CIMAC,  he is  in  CIMAC at  the  pol ice 
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s tat ion ,  i s  that ,  can,  does a person in  that  posi t ion get  

referred to as a Cr ime Inte l l igence Of f icer?  Is  he correct  to  

refer  to  h imsel f  that  way?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So he is  not  a Cr ime Inte l l igence 

Of f icer?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No,  he is  not .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.    

CHAIRPERSON :    He to ld us that  h is  sect ion ,  the stats 

sect ion that  Commissioner Baloyi  just  re ferred to ,  fa l ls  10 

under Cr ime Inte l l igence.   Do you know anyth ing about  

that?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  remember ca l l ing h is  Stat ion 

Commander  seek ing c lar i t y  because when you get  th is  

in format ion about  the member you have to do cal ls .   

Colonel ,  I  cannot  remember who …[intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I t  is  Chauke.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Chauke.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Go to 196 of  that  bundle .   He does 

deal  wi th  that .   20 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  have got  th is  member at  the scene ,  do 

you know him?  Yes,  I  know him ,  th is  i s  what  he ,  he is  

re lated to me.   Are you aware tha t  he is  at  th is  type of  a  

p lace?  No,  I  am not  aware.   That  was h is response to me 

because i t  was me who made a  cal l  to  h im af ter  even 
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get t ing the number f rom him .   Then what  work is  he doing at  

the stat ion?  He expla ined.   Can you,  what  I  sa id because I  

am suspect ing something  here,  can you in  the meant ime 

prepare for  me h is PEP f i le  that  wi l l  c lar i fy  h is  job 

descr ip t ion for  me so that  I  wi l l  be able to  use i t  a t  a  la ter  

s tage.   Then he said ,  yes,  I  wi l l  as wel l  send one of  the 

people f rom my sect ion that  wi l l  come and obta in your  

statement  in  re lat ion to the act iv i t ies of  th is  member .   

[ Ind ist inct ]… he said yes.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   I f  you could just  answer i t  d i rect ly ,  10 

do you know or  do you not  know whether ,  i t  is  what ,  i t  is  

CIMAC, what  is  i t?   Yes,  whether  i t  fa l ls  under C r ime 

Inte l l igence .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  does not  fa l l  under Cr ime 

Inte l l igence.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  does not .   Thank you.   Thank you very  

much.   That  is  a l l  I  wanted .   

ADV POOE :    Colonel ,  before we leave that  paragraph ,  what  

I  wanted to take you to i s  the statements of  the two of f icers .   

So maybe we can star t  wi th  the sta tement  of  Ndo u,  which is  20 

at  page,  i f  you can go to page 306.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  I  got  the statement .   

ADV POOE :    Yes.   And i f  you then go to paragraph 4 ,  he 

deals wi th h is  a rr i va l  a t  Scania.   Can you see that  at  

paragraph 4?  
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LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.   

ADV POOE :    Can you,  can we just  go th rough paragraphs 4 

and 5,  can you read that?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    - :  

 “On our arr i va l  a t  Scania ,  Aeroton,  at  

the gate we were met  by  a secur i t y  

of f icer  at  the gate and was escorted to 

the recept ion area where we found a  

b lack Nissan bakkie  wi th regist rat ion  

number .   Next  to  the bakkie was a  10 

yel low t ruck wi th  regist rat ion number  

8…”  [ in te rvenes] .  

ADV POOE :    No need to read the regist rat ion .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Okay.  

ADV POOE :    And then paragraph 5?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    - :  

 “Whi lst  I  got  out  of  the vehic le I  was 

approached by Warrant  Of f icer  Magane  

by showing h is appointment  card  and 

who in t roduced a  t raf f ic  of f icer  named 20 

Mashaba and to ld me that  they were 

fo l lowing in format ion in  regard to drugs 

f rom Aeroton to Scania ,  Aeroton s ince 

yesterday and in formed us ,  mysel f  and 

Malu leke that  they are going to  ar rest  
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the t ruck dr iver  fo r  possession of  d rugs 

because they in formed the bags,  the 

…” [Wi tness is  having d i f f i cu l t y  reading 

the statement ]  

ADV POOE :    Loaded.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No,  is  i t  loaded?   

ADV POOE :    The bags loaded.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  seems they in tend …[ incomple te] .  

ADV POOE :    Loaded at  the back of  the  bakkie 

…[intervenes] .  10 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    They loaded the bags …[ intervenes] .  

ADV POOE :    [ Ind ist inct ]… drugs (cross- ta lk ing] .   Can you 

see that?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    The bags loaded at  the back of  the 

Scania t ruck and that  they are going to book the bags 

…[incomplete] .  

ADV POOE :    A t  SAPS,  A lber ton.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    A t  SAPS,  A lber ton.   Th en the  

suspected,  the t ruck dr iver  in fo rmed them that  the bags as 

wel l  as …[ intervenes] .  20 

ADV POOE :    Suspect .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Should be …[ in tervenes] .  

ADV POOE :    Be booked.   Yes,  that  the suspect  should be 

booked.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Should be booked and deta ined at  
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SAPS,  Booysen  …[intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Be booked and deta ined at  SAPS, 

Booysens because the drugs were recovered a t  SAPS, 

Booysens area.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Booysens area,  yes.  

ADV POOE :    Ja.   So that  is  f ine.   What  I  want  you to  

perhaps comment  on is  he goes on in  that  paragraph to ta lk  

about  the i r  argument  between themselves and of f icers  

Magane and Mashaba regard ing  where  the exhib i t s  and the 

suspects should go .   But  i f  you see h is account  of  when he 10 

ar r ives and what  happens,  he does  not  inc lude the crucia l  

in format ion re lated to the i r  a t tempt  to  leave  and that  is ,  i t  is  

an important  th ing because that  is  the basis upon which  

everybody e lse  is  radioed out  because they are pol ice t ry ing  

to leave wi th exhib i ts .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  point  is  not  h ighl ighted in  here.   

ADV POOE :    Yes.   And I  do not  mean for  us to  go to that  

s tatement  as we l l ,  but  i f  you look at  the statement  of  

Makumbi la ,  who is  the par tner  to  Ndou,  r ight ,  which is  at  

page 140.   We do not  need to go there.   He a lso does not  20 

ment ion that  there was an at tempt  by Magane and Mashaba 

to leave and that  is  why they had to b lock them.  You can 

take my word fo r  i t ,  but  you can a lso go there i f  you are  

unsure.     

 And then the other  th ing I  want  to  show you is  i f  we 
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go to page 123,  and at  page 123 –  oh,  sorry,  le t  me just  

wai t  for  you to ge t  there.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  I  am at  123.  

ADV POOE :    That  is  the access to in format ion request  that  

you made to ge t  the radio,  the  t ranscr ip t  o f  the radio  

conversat ion between the 10111 desk and Sergeant  Ndou.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Correct .   

ADV POOE :    And just  fo r  good measure you wi l l  see in  

Sergeant  Ndou’s  statement  he conf i rm that  he is  BS12 ,  

th ings l i ke Bravo S ier ra 12.  10 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.  

ADV POOE :    He says so in  h is  sta tement .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.    

ADV POOE :    And i f  you look at  th is  conversat ion that  he is  

having where he is  having to report  back to the 10111 desk,  

i f  you look at  2 .30 at  the bot tom o f  that  page,  that  i s  where 

the report  back happens.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    A t  123?  

ADV POOE :    Yes.   Oh,  sor ry,  my apologies,  the next  page,  

124.    20 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  124,  yes.  

ADV POOE :    The report  back is  at  2 .30.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.  

ADV POOE :    Where the cont ro l ler  i s  asking them for  an 

update and he responds there at  11:23:22 a.m.   Can you 
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read that?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    A t  11:23:22 a.m. ,  BS12?  

ADV POOE :    Yes.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  BS 12 ,  a t  that  compla int ,  Aeroton 

t ruck h i jacking,  the t ruck was not  h i jacked.   The t ruck was 

being escorted by the pol ice.   They suspected tha t  there 

was something wrong under the t ruck and the t ruck was 

open and found drugs ins ide .   The dr iver  wi l l  be arrested.   

There is  only one suspect .  

ADV POOE :    Yes.    Now,  again,  just  to  point  out  that  even 10 

when Sergeant  Ndou g ives a repor t  back to the 1011 desk,  

he does not  ment ion that  there is  a cr ime happening,  i .e .   

po l i ce of f icers t ry ing to leave wi th the drugs .   Instead,  i t  

looks l i ke he is  report ing back that  there is  an  operat ion  

happening where pol ice have d iscovered drugs and that  the 

t ruck dr iver  has been arrested .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct .   That  is  that  way.  

ADV POOE :    Yes.   So,  and just  to  complete the p icture just  

on th is  point ,  i f  you look at  the statements of  o ther  people 

who were there at  the scene,  whether  i t  is  Ms Wentzel ,  20 

Mtungwa,  who was there to unpack  Maset la  who had to  

cooperate wi th  loading the bags,  a l l  o f  them do not  ment ion  

anyth ing re lated to the t ruck,  sorry,  the bakkie  want ing to 

leave.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct .  
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ADV POOE :    And on my study of  th is  docket ,  the people  

who ment ioned the bakkie  t ry ing to  leave are not  the ones 

that  were there at  the t ime .   So,  for  example,  Mogoboya 

a lso hears  i t  th i rd -hand that  the bakkie  was t ry ing to  leave.   

Maybe another  important  person to note  is  Walker  f rom 

Scania who ar r ives at  the same t ime wi th Ndo u and 

Makumbi la .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.   

ADV POOE :    He,  too,  ment ions noth ing about  the t ruck  

t ry ing to leave,  the bakkie  t ry ing to leave.  10 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.   

ADV POOE :    Yes,  so,  is  i t  not  s t range that  the people who 

were there at  the t ime,  par t icu la r ly  when the Booysens 

vehic le dr ives in ,  none of  them,  inc luding the Sergeants  

involved,  ment ion  the Ma gane 's at tempt  to  leave w i th the  

drugs.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  is  s t range.  

ADV POOE :    So,  a re  we going to leave i t  as i t  is  just  

s t range?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No,  we cannot  leave i t  as l i ke i t  is  20 

st range.  

ADV POOE :    Yes .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Commissioners must  be in formed about  

the inc ident .   They,  when you are  the f i rs t  member  at  the  

scene,  the people that  were cal led to the scene,  or  one 
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should say,  i f  indeed there was a leg i t imate operat ion,  

normal ly ,  a f te r  th is  feedback by  Sergeant  Ndo u to 10111,  

what  should have happened was for  Ndo u to say a l l  those 

who were cal led  to the scene can cancel  because the  

operat ion is  c lean .    

 Then,  again,  why am I  saying that  i t  is  s t range fo r  

Ndou not  to  state what  he said  because he even goes 

fur ther .   He phoned h is uncle who is  Warrant  Of f icer  

Rikhotso,  to  say th is  i s  what  the scene looks l i ke.   This i s  

what  th is  person is  saying .   And for tunate enough,  10 

Johannesburg un i t  is  not  far  f rom Aeroton.   They went  

there.   When I  ar r ived,  Warrant  Of f icer  Rikhotso i s  s t i l l  

having the in format ion,  the f i rs t -hand in format ion  he got  

f rom Sergeant  Ndou.   [ Ind ist inct ]… f rom Sergeant  Rikhotso I  

in terv iewed Sergeant  Ndou.    

 Sergeant  Ndou gave me the very same picture  that  

the reason why you see me stopping in  f ront  of  th is  vehic le,  

i t  was about  to  leave,  I  had to b lock i t .   Then they were  

af forded opportuni t ies,  a f te r  a l l  these th ings w as handled,  

to  go and make s tatements .   You must  remember,  I  as the  20 

invest igator ,  I  do not  have to,  because,  now i t  is  my scene,  

I  have to invest igate.   I  do not  have to look in to  what ,  I  

must  re l y  to  what  you to ld me f i rs t .   When you are making 

statements,  i t  is  not  supposed to be  me who is  obta in ing my 

statement ,  as i f  maybe we are t ry ing to bui ld  up something  
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towards our  goal .   No,  he made h is  statement  some where to 

somebody,  not  to  me.   But  h is  explanat ion d i f fers to  what  

now he is  wr i t ing under oath .   I t  is  indeed concern ing .   

ADV POOE :    And,  Colonel  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I t  would be d i f ferent  i f  the d iscrepancy 

re lated only to  what  he said in  a statement  made some t ime 

af ter  the event .   But  now we are ta lk ing about  a 

contemporaneous response made a t  the t ime of  the radio ing 

between h im and the receiv ing end ,  the radio receiv ing end ,  

and as I  say,  and I  emphasize,  th is  is  contemporaneous.   I t  10 

is  happening you know,  as mat ters are unfo ld ing at  the 

stage.   So i t  is  to ta l l y  d i f fe rent  to  or  f rom a s i tuat ion of  a  

narrat ion of  a  h is tor ica l  event ,  a  nar rat ion that  takes p lace 

in  a statement .   Do you see what  I  mean ?  This appears to  

be contemporaneous  and …[ intervenes] .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    You are correct .   I  was,  I  a lso  had a 

chance to check the date at  which the statement  was 

deposed and indeed,  i t  was on the same day.   You are 

therefore correct ,  Commissioner,  to  say i t  is  a  spontaneous 

th ing.   20 

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .   A l l  r igh t ,  t hank you.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I f  I  understand you cor rect ly ,  you are 

saying,  just  looking at  page 19,  photo 2,  same bundle ,  you 

are saying the on ly reason fo r  the SAPS vehic le to  park in  

f ront  of  the b lack bakkie  was to b lock i t  f rom leaving ,  
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because there could be no other  reason for  them park ing in  

f ront  of  i t  when there is  so much park ing area nearby ,  o r  

even park in  f ron t  of  the t ruck i f  they wanted to.   And you 

say the only reason for  them park ing d i rect ly  in  f ron t  of  the  

b lack bakkie  is  to  prevent  i t  f rom leaving .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And there cannot  be any other  

explanat ion because i f  that  was not  the case,  they would 

have parked anywhere e lse except  in  f ront  of  the b lack 

bakkie .  10 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And that  was real ly  your  response to  

advocate for .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    A l though you accept  that  in  the 

wr i t ten statements,  th is  par t  about  them blocking the 

vehic le and why they b locked i t  is  not  there .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And we must  accept  that  i t  is  not  

there.  20 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  is  not  there ,  I  must  accept .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Colonel ,  the,  t hat  paragraph,  in  that  

page 124,  that  report  by  …[intervenes] .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    100 and?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    124,  that  t ranscr ip t  to  the cent re,  to  the  
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cont ro l  cent re,  the one that  you were reading.   This i s  Ndou 

report ing BS12.   Remember where you were read ing,  at  

2 .30,  11:23:22.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    That  report  back that  you were 

d iscussing now,  you see where I  am?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   Is  the  possib le explanat ion  not  

for  that  k ind of  report  by Ndou where he says the t ruck was 

being escorted by the pol ice,  i t  is  not  a h i jacking,  is  i t  not  10 

expla ined perhaps that  k ind of  report  by the fact  that  the  

or ig inal  report  was that  there is  a t ruck h i jacking ?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And so he went  to  look at  th is  and the 

report  he got ,  what  he was report ing back is  i t  is  no t  a t ruck  

h i jacking .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  th ink  . . . [ in tervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I t  is  a  t ruck that  was being escorted by 

the pol ice .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :   I  can a lso th ink  that  way,  Commissioner.  20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight .   Thank you.   

ADV POOE :    Then,  Colonel ,  in  re lat ion to Of f icer  Ma gane 

being seated in  the vehic le,  d id you come to know of  

General  Khan ever  being on the scene ?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No.  
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ADV POOE :    And the ro le that  he may have p layed ? 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No.   

ADV POOE :    A l l  r ight .   Thank you.   Then we can go to 

paragraph 10 .   Oh,  my apologies,  I  th ink you covered th is ,  

that  he was t ry ing  to ca l l  B r igadier  Lewela   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.  

ADV POOE :    Then I  th ink we can go to paragraph 11 .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    On paragraph 11 :  

 “Colonel  Ludick then ar r ived 

immediate ly af ter  he dropped h is phone 10 

wi th General  Khadwa and Br igadier  

Lewela .   Then I  approached Colonel  

Lud ick.   We were then jo ined by 

Colonel  Kekana,  the Uni t  Commander 

of  Ser ious Corrupt ion Invest igat ion in  

Johannesburg,  who was wi th  the 

Sect ion Commander at  the same uni t ,  

L ieutenant  Colonel  Mabasa.   Warrant  

Of f icer  R ikhotso and h is Uni t  

Commander,  Colonel  Malu leka,  20 

together  wi th Br igadier  Lewela ,  they 

jo ined us in  that  meet ing . ”  

ADV POOE :    Okay,  maybe le t  us  take a step back .   Colonel  

Ludick,  you say,  arr i ved immediate ly af ter  d ropping h is  

phone wi th General  Kadwa .   So they d id  not  arr i ve  
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together?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    They arr ived together ,  but ,  a f te r  having 

ar r ived,  because a l ready at  that  t ime,  they were,  I  

requested the people not  to  be near er  the scene.   They 

stopped where other  members of  the pol ice and members of  

the same company were stopped .   Then the person that  I  

spoke to was Colonel  Ludick,  but  he ar r ived together  wi th 

General  Kadwa and Br igadier  Lewela .  

ADV POOE :    Just  so that  we can locate what  you are  

saying,  can I  ask  you to go to page 103 .   That  i s  just  the  10 

sketch p lan that  was drawn by Warrant  Of f i cer  Woods ,  né.   

I t  seems to be showing a k ind of  an aer ia l  v iew .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.  

ADV POOE :    So,  when you say,  when d id Colonel  Ludick  

and Kadwa arr ive ,  do you recal l ?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Commissioners,  i f  I  can,  in  fact ,  a t  that  

scene,  i t  d id  not  take ,  in  fact ,  we were arr iv ing in  dr ips and 

drabs.   I t  was not  tak ing,  l ike to  say,  10,  20 minutes to 

ar r ive .   When we ar r ived,  we were st i l l  busy ,  th is  one 

ar r ives.   When we were st i l l ,  th is  one arr ive s.  20 

ADV POOE :    Okay.   So,  f rom your posi t ion,  you were  

ta lk ing to Of f icer  Magane when they arr ived,  but  you say 

they stopped where other  of f i cers were .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Where other  of f icers were .   

ADV POOE :    I f  th is  i s  of  any assistance,  can you show us 
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on the sketch  p lan where  they were standing 

approximate ly?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    On paragraph 103 .  

ADV POOE :    Page 103.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    And on page 103 .  

ADV POOE :    Yes.   The C and D would be  …[intervenes] .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    The BMW.   

ADV POOE :    The BMW.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.   Just  in  l ine wi th the BMW and 

th is ,  they were just  in  l ine  where people were stopped.   But  10 

they stopped in  a  posi t ion  where you can st i l l  see the  BMW 

and th is  other  veh ic le ,  but  they were in  the middle here .    

ADV POOE :    Okay.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    In  the middle o f  …[incomplete] .  

ADV POOE :    So,  between warehouse 2 and 5,  somewhere 

in  the middle .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I f  you can look at  A,  B,  C and E .   

ADV POOE :    Yes .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Then you go,  you  wi l l  see conta iner .   

There were two conta iners .   20 

ADV POOE :    Yes .    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  say conta iner ,  conta iner .  

ADV POOE :    Yes .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Just  not  far  f rom th is  last  conta iner ,  

that  is  where other  people were stopped.  
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ADV POOE :    A l l  r ight .   And so i t  is  Colonel  Ludick who 

then approached you? 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  is  then Colonel  Ludick approached 

me.  

ADV POOE :    And on h is approach,  what  was the d iscussion  

there?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  was just  in fo rming h im that  something 

s in is ter  is  happen ing here .   And then,  at  that  t ime,  we have 

not  yet  opened the  bags .   We have not  yet  of f loaded the 

bags.   We have not  yet  cordoned the scene .  10 

ADV POOE :    Yes .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  am informing h im something wrong is  

happening.   Our members are involved in  other  th ings that  

is  not  a imed at  assist ing us to arres t  the suspect .   

ADV POOE :    Okay.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  was g iv ing h im ,  I  was present ing my 

vers ion to  h im,  fur ther  to  say,  these members,  the i r  

in tent ion,  accord ing to the in format ion,  they were about  to  

leave.   I  suspect ,  or  I  can conclude by saying,  by  leaving  

that  area,  Colone l  Ludick,  these people,  they are defeat ing 20 

the end of  just ice .   We are not  going to get  whatever  we 

wanted to.   Then,  Colonel  Ludick sa id,  then,  what  a re your 

in tent ion?  When we were d iscussing,  then we are jo ined 

by,  we were not  at  the scene ,  somewhere apart .   Then we 

are jo ined by R ikhotso,  Colonel  Malu leke,  Colonel  Kekana,  
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Colonel  Mabasa,  Br igadier  Lewela a lso.   

ADV POOE :    And at  th is  stage,  where is  General  Kadwa ?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    General  Kadwa d id not  come to me .    

ADV POOE :    Okay.   And …[ intervenes] .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    So …[ intervenes] .  

ADV POOE :    . . .  a t tend th is  br ie f ing .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    So,  Br igadier  Lewela sa id,  he  is  here  

only on behal f  o f  Ant i -Corrupt ion ,  but ,  by the explanat ion,  

people cannot  be charged for  ant i -corrupt ion i f  they are  

defeat ing the end of  just ice  and we have a l ready ,  we are 10 

a l ready saying drugs are involved ,  then Sebola,  t h is  is  

yours to  handle.   That  is  …[ intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Can I  ask you a quest ion .   You are an 

exper ienced pol ice of f icer .   You have deal t  wi th  drug busts  

before.   You to ld us that  you underwent  the t ra in ing.   

Looking at  th is  photo that  we were looking at  on page 3,  

and where  the var ious vehic les and the var ious drugs were,  

can you th ink of  any reason  …[intervenes] .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Page 3?  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    103,  the one that  we were looking at  20 

now,  before the sketch .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  I  am looking at  i t .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    From a pol ic ing perspect ive,  can you 

th ink of  any reason why those bags would have been put  in  

the back of  the bakkie ,  because you are ar r iv ing there,  you 
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are seeing that  these bags,  that  could possib ly  be drugs,  

are in  the back of  a  b lack bakkie .   We have moved on f rom 

the issue of  whether  i t  was leaving  or  i f  i t  was stat ionary .    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Just  now you see them there in  the  

back of  the bakkie .   From a pol ic ing perspect ive,  can you 

th ink of  any good reason why those bags were in  the back 

of  a  bakkie ,  and why they were not  p laced on the f loor ,  so  

that  the exhib i t s  can be deal t  wi th  proper ly ?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Commissioner  …[intervenes] .  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Just  pause there for  a moment .   A l l  

r ight ,  you remember the quest ion ? 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Commissioner,  what  I  can te l l  the 

Commission is  that ,  in  the f i rs t  instance,  the person who 

loaded those bags was not  supposed to load them in h is 

bakkie .   That  i s  the f i rs t  th ing .   And the  second,  he should  

even not  have o f f loaded them f rom the conta iner ,  i f  he  

wanted to  mainta in,  to  reta in the in tegr i t y  of  the same 20 

consignment  we are invest igat ing.   That  was a lso put  to  h im 

by mysel f  to  say,  looking at  these bags,  none of  i t  has been 

opened to  substant ia te what  we are saying,  the a l legat ion of  

saying these are  drugs .   Can you not  see that  you  are  

put t ing your l i fe  in  danger ?  Let  me assume that  the same 
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bags that  were of f loaded are explosives ,  we were going to 

be faced wi th a  very ser ious scene i f  those explosives 

exploded here.   Then he d id not  have an answer ,  and of  

which I  am st i l l  saying,  he should have mainta ined the 

scene as is .   As is  does not  mean that  the drugs should 

have been,  the bags,  not  drugs,  the bags  should  not  have 

been in  h is  bakkie.   That  was incor rect  of  h im to do that .    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  is  there a reasonable  

explanat ion ,  I  mean because he would have expla ined to 

you why they were loaded in  the back of  h is  b akkie .   I  10 

mean,  based on what  he to ld you,  is  that  reason acceptable 

or  i s  i t  just  complete nonsense ?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Thus there was no reasonable 

explanat ion.   Everyth ing that ,  that  was,  in  fact ,  to  say,  that  

was indeed complete nonsense that  he was expla in ing .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Do not  use my language,  p lease .   I  

could  not  f ind a bet ter  word  and …[ intervenes] .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Okay,  no,  that  . . . [ in tervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    On the spot  I  had to.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    His act ion  there were not  supposed to 20 

be that .   I  can even substant ia te to  say he d id no t  know .   

He expla ined to me,  do you know drugs ?  I  in terv iewed h im,  

do you know drugs?  He said no.   Then why d id you load the 

bags?  He cannot  expla in .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  was going to say maybe he smel led the  
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drugs and f rom that  he knew i t  was Cocaine or  drugs .    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Commissioner,  having knowledge of  

drugs,  having knowledge of  drugs,  more especia l l y  Cocaine,  

and the state at  which that  bags were sealed,  i t  wi l l  be  

d i f f icu l t  for  one that ,  even mysel f ,  I  cannot  say I  smel led 

drugs wi th my exper ience,  wi th  my knowledge.   There is  

something that  I  d id  to  substant ia te to  say th is  might  be 

Cocaine.   The only  th ing to arr i ve at  that  point  was to at  

least  open one of  the bags ,  acquaint  yoursel f  wi th  what  was 

in  the bag.   And s t i l l ,  w i th  regard to  issue of  smel l ,  the bags 10 

are sealed wi th b lack  masking tape ,  wrapped.   When you go 

ins ide the bag ,  you open,  those br icks have been wrapped 

wi th th is  p last ic  that  normal ly  you use to wrap foods .    

 In  fact ,  there is  a  process ,  because they wrap wi th  

something,  another  something,  they put  the i r  emblem on 

top,  then they wi l l ,  which wi l l  be v is ib le when you look at  

the br icks,  so that  the in tended recip ient  must  know,  

ident i fy  i t  wi th  the branding,  that  th is  comes f rom th is ,  I  do  

not  know whether  I  should use,  th is  comes f rom th is  car te l ,  

your  drug car te l .   There were some wi th Red Bul l  s igns,  20 

some wi th,  there were d i f ferent  th ings,  which means where  

they were packaged .   And where  they are coming,  people  

should ident i fy  them wi th whoever is  sending them .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Maybe I  might  as  wel l  ask  th is  quest ion  

now,  just  to  get  i t  out  of  the way,  on the back of  something 
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that  you have said now.   When you say you had to open one 

of  the bags to check that  indeed i t  is  drugs,  when you d id 

that ,  or  when you got  to  the scene,  maybe le t  me say,  when 

you got  to  the scene and you saw these bags on the back of  

th is  bakkie ,  was any one of  them open ?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    None.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    They were st i l l  in  the i r  o r ig inal  posi t ion  

f rom where they were sealed.   I t  i s  not  or ig inal  pos i t ion in  

terms of  in  the conta iner ,  no .   10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Is  i t  you or  is  i t  some other  of f icer  that  

says that  you had to use something to poke one of  the  

bags?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  is  me.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja.   And my sense was that  you used 

something qui te  th in.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  used something l i ke a p in .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  used a p in,  pressed i t  there,  when i t  

came out  …[intervenes] .  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  there was a  powdery substance .    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  sh iny.   I t  is  sh iny.    

CHAIRPERSON :    And on that  basis  you suspected  

…[intervenes] .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Then I  say  …[intervenes] .  
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CHAIRPERSON :    You do not  say for  a fact ,  you say you 

then suspected that  i t  was Cocaine.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Not  the smel l ,  a l l  r ight .    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Not  a smel l .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  thank you .   

ADV POOE :    Colonel ,  then assume that  the br ie f ing ended 

and you were then assigned by Colonel  Ludick  as the 

invest igat ing of f i cer ,  is  that  correct ?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct .  10 

ADV POOE :    Thereaf te r ,  you then say Warrant  Of f icer  

Rikhotso pointed you to the BMW, can you deal  wi th  that  a t  

paragraph 13 .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Warrant  Of f icer  Rikhotso pointed to me 

the BMW that  he  said,  th is  BMW i t  is  together  wi th these 

pol ice of f icers.  

ADV POOE :    Yes .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Then,  I  requested pol ice in  uni form,  

together  wi th Sergeant  Phume,  now Warrant  Of f icer  Phume,  

to  take care of  the vehic le and get  the dr iver  out  of  that  20 

vehic le .   

ADV POOE :    When you say get  the dr iver  out  of  that  

vehic le,  was tha t  for  purpose of  in terv iew or  what  was 

happening?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    For  the purpose of  in terv iew,  h is  
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presence on that  scene.    

ADV POOE :    And then you a lso say that  he pointed out  a  

red K ia .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    He a lso pointed out  the red K ia,  which  

was dr iven by Warrant  Of f i cer  Phakula .   

ADV POOE :    And then you say Capta in Optof f  a lso  then 

pointed to a VW Gol f .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Capta in Opto f f  expla ined th is  to  me .    

ADV POOE :    Yes .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    The dr iver  of  th is  BMW is the one who 10 

was chasing us f rom the scene.   Capta in Opto f f ,  a t  that  

t ime,  was dressed in  fu l l  po l i ce un i form .   Then I  asked h im,  

who is  that  d r iver?  Then he showed me the person that  now 

is  known to me,  is  Mashaba,  who is  a t ra f f ic  of f icer ,  that  he  

is  the one that  sa id they are not  needed at  the scene.   I t  is  

not  the i r  scene,  i t  is  h is .  

ADV POOE :    So f rom his point  o f  v iew,  Of f icer  Mashaba 

in formed h im that  that  was h is scene ?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    He was not  in formed .   

ADV POOE :    Oh,  I  am …[ intervenes] .  20 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    He was d i rect ing them not  to  go.   He 

was d i rect ing them not  to  be here,  to  go .   You are not  

needed at  th is  scene .   This is  the vers ion I  got  f rom Capta in  

Optof f .  

ADV POOE :    A l l  r ight .   And so you say that  in  re lat ion to 
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the BMW, you asked Warrant  Of f icer  Phume to get  the  

dr iver  and in terv iew .   Did you take the same steps as  i t  

re la ted to the red K ia,  Phakula  and Mashaba?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  in terv iewed them one-on-one mysel f  

so that  is  to  acquaint  mysel f  wi th  the i r  p resence at  the 

scene,  the i r  act ion at  the scene .   

ADV POOE :    Okay,  and can you g ive us just  a  summary,  a  

snapshot  of  the th ree in terv iews ?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  th ink i t  is  in  my A1 statement  of ,  in  

the case docket  Commissioners  is  having.   10 

ADV POOE :    I  am just  t ry ing to f ind i t  qu ick ly .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Paragraph 14 maybe .   And what  he say 

is  the annexure ,  i f  you look at ,  Ms Pooe,  maybe look at  

paragraphs 14,  15,  and 16.  

ADV POOE :    Commissioner Baloy i ,  when Colonel  i s  saying 

h is A1,  he has d i rected me to i t ,  so  i t  is  page 254 of  the 

bundle .   Have you found i t ?   You can,  I  th ink paragraph 8 is  

where you star t  to  deal  wi th  the three in terv iews .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Correct .  

ADV POOE :    Can you just  g ive us a summary of  the three ?   20 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    - :  

 “After  a l l  the in t roduct ion,  I  s tar ted wi th  

Warrant  Of f icer  Magane,  who a l leged 

that  he got  the  in format ion f rom his  

in former .   He fo l lowed up on the  
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in format ion together  wi th Traf f i c  Of f icer  

Mashaba.   And la ter  on,  he requested 

Warrant  Of f icer  Phakula ,  who is  based 

in  Pretor ia ,  to  come assist .   I  asked 

h im i f  he  t r ied to get  back f rom his  own 

stat ion,  s ince he is  s tat ioned at  

Zonkiz izwe SAPS,  and h is answer ,  he 

d id not  th ink of  contact ing h is own 

stat ion .   I  asked h im as to why he d id  

not  ment ion h is own stat ion  to 10 

Sergeant  Ndou,  than ly ing that  he is  

f rom Hawks,  and st i l l  he could not  g ive 

reasons why.   And on the quest ion  of  

why were they chasing uni formed 

pol ice of f icers on the scene,  and h is 

answer was that  he was th ink ing i t  was 

h is  scene.   I  asked h im i f  he does know 

drugs,  and h is answer was no .   And on 

why was he load ing what  he does not  

know,  h is  answer was he suspected the  20 

consignment  to  be drugs. ”  

ADV POOE :    Colonel ,  before you move to the next  

in terv iew,  because then you go to the K ia,  g iven h is  

answers,  what  was your sense of  Magane 's ro le in  th is?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    In  my own v iew,  when I  was looking and 



     14 MAY 2026 – DAY 108 

Page 56  o f  194  

 

 

checking on what  he was expla in ing,  I  could see h is 

in tent ion there was not  to  do pol ice job .   

ADV POOE :    And what  was h is in tent ion?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    His in tent ion was to assist  those who 

requested h im to remove those drugs f rom wherever they 

were,  to  wherever those two,  Mashaba and Nku,  wanted 

them to be.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So are you saying he to ld the people  

that  he is  a lso f rom DPCI?  Why are you ment ion ing the  

Hawks there? 10 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    He said DPCI Hawks.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thanks.  

ADV POOE :    And in  re lat ion to  h im cal l ing Phakula  and 

…[intervenes] .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Sor ry,  Commissioner ,  he said  Cr ime 

Inte l l igent  Hawks.  

ADV POOE :    And in  re lat ion to,  is  i t  s t range for  an of f icer  

at tending to a scene not  to  ca l l  the i r  own stat ion ?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  is  s t range .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Is  i t  not  more than just  s t range ?  I  20 

thought  there is  a protocol  that  requi res  you to  ident i fy  

yoursel f  p roper ly ,  so i t  is  not  i t  is  s t range.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  is  an operat ing procedure,  to  say .   

Wherever you go,  the f i rs t  th ing that  you do,  i f  I  am leaving  

my of f i ce,  one,  I  in form those I  le f t  behind that  I  have 
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ar r ived.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Two,  ident i f y  yoursel f  p roper ly  to  the  

people that  you are ,  because we are not  work ing in  uni form.   

I t  is  d i f f icu l t  for  anyone to ident i fy  me .   Even i f  I  say  I  am a 

pol ice of f icer ,  there is  a too l  that  one must  use to conf i rm or  

substant ia te me saying that  I  am a pol ice of f icer .   That  is  

why we are being provided wi th pol ice ident i f icat ion cards.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Thanks,  Commissioner .   10 

ADV POOE :    Colonel ,  maybe just ,  mine was re lated to 

whether ,  perhaps maybe,  i s  i t  s tandard operat ing procedure 

for  h im to have cal led h is stat ion for  backup ,  because th is  

was in  response to you asking h im saying he cal led 

Phakula ,  who is  based in  Pretor ia ,  and he d id  not  th ink of  

ca l l ing h is own stat ion.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Commissioners,  i f  you look at  the area,  

and you check where is  Pretor ia ,  then i f  he is ,  maybe,  i f  he 

was fo l lowing up on something that  is  in  mot ion,  then one 

can see that  you wi l l  end up los ing that  which we are  20 

fo l lowing,  because you are tak ing the long route .   The f i rs t  

th ing f i rs t ,  the approach is ,  where is  the nearest  pol i ce 

stat ion?  Who are the nearest  pol ice ?  I f  not ,  go to 10111 .   

That  is  the procedure.   I  do not  ca l l  my f r iends .   I  ca l l  those 

that  wi l l  assist .   
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ADV POOE :    Right ,  thank you,  Colonel .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Thanks.  

ADV POOE :    Chai r ,  I  am going to move on to the next  

in terv iew.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Perhaps le t  us  adjourn and resume at  

11:25.   Let  us  adjourn.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Pooe.   

ADV POOE :    Thank you,  Chai r .   Colonel ,  we are now 10 

proceeding to  the second in terv iew that  you conducted at  

the red K ia.   So,  can we go to paragraph 10 of  your  A1?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :     

“ I  then proceeded to the dr iver  of  the red 

K ia,  Cerato,  to  whom I  in t roduced mysel f  

and my par t i c ipa t ion at  the scene and 

want  to  know his involvement .   And he 

said he was inv i ted by Warrant  Of f icer  

Magane to come assist  h im and upon 

ar r iva l ,  the bags were a l ready of f loaded 20 

f rom the t ruck in to the Nissan bakkie.   

And he could not  expla in why was the 

ident i f iab le pol ice  vehic le –  he cou ld not  

expla in why –  in  fact ,  i t  was supposed to  

be why the ident i f iab le pol ice vehic les 
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were chased f rom the scene.   He could 

not  respond.  I  fur ther…”  

ADV POOE :    Sor ry,  my apologies.   Before you move to the 

next  in terv iew,  in  re lat ion to Sergeant  Phakula,  he notes h is 

involvement .   What  d id you make of  your  in terv iew wi th 

h im?  Given that  f rom his answers,  he seems to suggest  

that  he came later  on,  i t  was a l ready loaded,  and in i t ia l ly  in  

your  test imony you said Mashaba the ta l l  one was ident i f ied 

as the one who was chasing pol ice of f icers away.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  because he,  the reason why I  put  10 

th is  quest ion of  people chasing the  pol ice,  he ind icated f i rs t  

that  he is  wi th  them, a l though he ar r ived la te because he 

was cal led by Warrant  Of f icer  Magane.   I  wanted to know, 

when Mashaba was chasing the po l ice away f rom the scene,  

was he par t  o f  that?  Then he could not  respond to that .   He 

could not  ind ica te as to whether ,  when Mashaba was 

chasing them, he was par t  or  not ,  or  he ar r ived la te.   But  

the only th ing that  he says,  he is  involved on the same 

scene wi th them.  

ADV POOE :    Just  to  understand …[ intervenes]  20 

CHAIRPERSON :    When you say he could not  expla in,  d id 

he respond at  a l l?   I f  he d id,  what  d id he say?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    When I  sa id,  why do you chase the 

pol ice away?  He could not  even respond because I  was 

pressed to ask th is  quest ion by h is  response that  I  am part  
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o f  the team that  is  doing invest igat ion.   Now th is  must  be a 

fo l low-up quest ion to h im.   Then i f  you are par t  o f  th is  team, 

why do you chase the pol ice away?  Then he kept  qu iet .  

ADV POOE :    And so,  he never sa id that  he d id not  chase 

the pol ice away,  he just  d id not  respond.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    He never ind icated to me that  he  

chased them or  not ,  but  he kept  qu iet .  

ADV POOE :    So,  your  deduct ion  was that  he acted in  

concert  wi th  them because he ident i f ied h imsel f  as  being  

par t  o f  the team.  10 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.   

ADV POOE :    A l l  r ight ,  we can then move to the th i rd  

in terv iew.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :     

“ I  fur ther  ident i fy  mysel f  to  the dr iver  of  

the s i l ver -grey  VW Gol f  GTI  who 

ident i f ied h imsel f  as Chief  Gauteng 

Provincia l  Traf f ic  Of f icer  about  h is  

involvement  in  th is  invest igat ion.   And h is 

response was tha t  i t  was h is in fo rmat ion 20 

and on the  quest ion of  why d id they not  

request  for  the un i formed pol ice of f icer  to  

assist .   And he said he d id not  th ink that  

way. ”  

ADV POOE :    Now,  when you were br ie fed,  you ind icated 
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that  you were a l ready to ld about  Mr Mashaba 's aggression 

towards other  people who came to  the scene.   Did you ask 

h im about  that?  Because here he makes i t  seem l ike h is  

involvement  was just  that  he got  the in format ion.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    On fur ther  engagement ,  even though i t  

is  not  noted here,  I  asked h im,  you are not  a pol ice of f icer .   

You do not  even –  do you know what  drugs -  have you 

undergone any drug course or  anyth ing that  can suggest  to  

say you can handle th is  scene?  He said,  that  i s  why I  am 

cal l ing these of f i cers to  come and assist .   Then that  a lso 10 

pushed me to say,  then,  okay,  you are ca l l ing  th is  one to 

me,  seated here I  am seeing them as your f r iends.   Then 

here,  the marked pol ice vehic les,  they are coming here to  

assist  upon get t ing that  in format ion or  compla int .   Why 

cannot  you accept  them to the scene?  Acquaint  them wi th 

the scene because that  i s  the i r  a rea of  operat ion,  no t  yours.    

ADV POOE :    And what  was h is response to that?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    He said he do not  even th ink that  way.   

As long as he got  in format ion,  because he used to  do the  

ar rest ,  then he st i l l  has to.  20 

ADV POOE :    Then the  i f  we can move to your last  

in terv iew.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    The other  in te rv iew:  

“ I  in terv iewed the  dr iver  of  the s i l ver  g rey 

7 Ser ies BMW to whom I  ident i f ied mysel f  
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as  wel l ,  and he ident i f ied h imsel f  as 

Tumelo Nku.   His explanat ion about  h is  

involvement  was that  he was there on h is 

pr ivate capaci ty  and fur ther  that  he once 

worked fo r  Transnet  before he ventured 

in to business.   And the person he knows 

on the scene was Chief  Traf f ic  Mashaba 

s ince he used to g ive you in format ion on 

i l legal  c igaret tes.   Fur ther  ind icated that  

the in format ion they are work ing on was 10 

his. ”  

ADV POOE :    And so,  what  d id you make of  your  in te rv iew 

wi th Mr Nku?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  a lso,  everybody af ter  having the 

eyesore,  for  you to be here,  even i f  you are an in former,  

you just  g ive in format ion,  then you get  feedback f rom your 

handler  to  say,  in  fact ,  we have conf iscated drugs,  we have 

ar rested,  th is  i s  the case number.   However,  i f  he is  a 

registered in former,  he wi l l  be in formed that  c la ims wi l l  be  

done on your behal f .   Then,  st i l l ,  he mainta ined he is  not  a 20 

registered in former.   Then,  there were a lo t  o f  quest ions,  a  

point  that  I  h igh l ighted to h im to say,  by p lac ing yoursel f  on  

th is  scene,  you are endanger ing your own l i fe .   You are 

even not  supposed to be here.   He said,  no,  I  was just  

moni to r ing.    
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ADV POOE :    Is  there  ever  a  reason,  in  your  ent i re  

exper ience,  for  having an in former  present ,  even i f  they are 

just  s i t t ing somewhere  at  the scene,  in  a  corner  

somewhere?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Unless only i f  maybe he is  an 

undercover agent  that  is  par t  o f  th is  operat ion.   But  you do 

not  have to in fo rm me and fo l low me.   Then i t  is  as  good as 

saying,  le t  us go and work.   We are work ing together .   We 

are no longer g iv ing in format ion.   We are work ing together .  

ADV POOE :    So,  the fact  that  he never –  a l l  the wi tnesses 10 

conf i rmed that  he never got  out  of  h is  car  unt i l ,  I  th ink,  

when a member o f  the Fly ing Squad went  to  h im to ask h im 

something.   That  does not  mat te r .   He should have never  

been there.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    He should  never have been there.   

Again,  i f  you look at  that  car ,  a lso,  to  me,  i t  looked 

suspic ious.   Because I  a lso invest igated the issue of  the  

permi t .    

ADV POOE :    Perhaps,  to  g ive  proper context  to  that ,  the  

car  that  Mr Nku was dr iv ing,  what  was suspic ious about  i t ,  20 

you say?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I f  you look at  the permi t ,  when I  

checked on that  permi t ,  I  could  see that  was the second 

permi t  on i t .   Because there is  a  t ime f rame for  the f i rs t  

permi t  to  be p laced on that  vehic le.   I f  i t  is  not  registered 
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wi th in that  t ime f rame,  then they can reapply for  the second 

permi t .   Then I  asked h im,  because when I  was checking on 

that  permi t ,  there  were a lo t  o f  d iscrepancies that  I  found,  

but  they were invest igated la ter ,  not  on the scene.  

ADV POOE :    Okay,  we wi l l  deal  wi th  those d iscrepancies  

la ter  in  your  invest igat ions there.   One th ing I  wanted to ask 

in  re lat ion to Mr Nku,  so he is  not  supposed to be there,  he  

is  an in former,  but  he does not  par t i c ipate,  in  a sense that  

he just  s i t s  in  the  car .   Is  that  then an of fence that  he could 

be ar rested for?  I  guess I  am t ry ing to understand what  10 

…[incomplete] .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    He is  par t  o f  them he is  par t  o f  the 

three.  

ADV POOE :    So,  what  …[ intervenes]  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    He is  work ing wi th them.   He is  

admi t t ing that  he  is  the i r  in fo rmer ,  he is  wi th  them, he is  

moni to r ing.   Then there was no way for  me to say,  le t  me 

deal  wi th  these th ree and leave th is  one.   Because I  wanted 

to see,  these people,  these pol ice are misbehaving,  a re  

defeat ing  in  the  presence.   To my bel ie f ,  they wanted to  20 

accompl ish what  he wanted them to do.    

ADV POOE :    So,  your  suspic ion was that  he basica l ly  has 

inst ructed them to do something and he is  moni to r ing that  

that  is  done.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct ,  he was moni to r ing.  
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ADV POOE :    Okay ,  …[ intervenes]  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Just  for  c la r i f icat ion,  in  your  in terv iew 

wi th Chief  Mashaba,  what  was your understanding in  terms 

of  he provided the in format ion,  tha t  is  what  he te l ls  you.   He 

says,  i t  is  my in format ion that  led  to th is  operat ion.   And 

indeed,  that  is  what  Warrant  Of f icer  Magane said to  us,  that  

he got  a ca l l  f rom Mashaba.   Is  i t  your  understanding that ,  

therefore,  th is  i s  Mashaba's operat ion?   

 How does i t  work?  Mashaba,  who is  not  SAPS,  he 

comes f rom a d i f ferent  agency,  which is  Traf f ic  Gauteng,  10 

and then he cal l s  a SAPS of f i cer  to  report  there  is  th is  

consignment .   In  the way that  th ings work between 

agencies,  especia l ly ,  th is  operat ion then becomes what?  

Does i t  become a Mashaba opera t ion wi th SAPS provid ing  

backup?  Or is  i t  a  SAPS operat ion which is  in formed by 

in format ion f rom Mashaba?  And in  th is  case,  i t  becomes a  

SAPS operat ion because he repor ted to Magane.   Can you 

just  expla in that  in teragency,  or  d i f fe rent  agencies '  

re lat ionship?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Normal ly ,  Commissioners,  i t  comes 20 

f rom other  state agencies.   I t  goes to the pol ice.   Then i t  

becomes a pol ice  operat ion.   I t  is  as good as,  l ike,  you get  

i t  f rom anonymous cal lers and a l l  those th ings.   Then you,  

whoever,  i f  the cal ls  get  to  say i t  enters in to th is  agency,  

l ike,  le t  us say i t  goes to my head of f ice,  my own head 
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o f f ice.   I  am based in  Gauteng.    

 Thei rs i s  to  say who is  based on that  area.   Then 

they d ispatch the  in format ion to whoever should be in  that  

area.   Then once I  have done everyth ing,  I  have to  submit  

an in format ion note to  the people that  gave me that  

in format ion.   I f  I  open enqui ry,  I  wi l l  qu ick ly  open up enqui ry 

because every ac t ion must  be based on documents to  say I  

got  th is  in format ion f rom head of f i ce.    

 They said they got  i t  f rom so and so.   Is  i t  not  that  

they st i l l  need to respond?  Then I  wr i te  my own in format ion 10 

note about  operat ion that  th is  is  what  happened,  th is  is  

what  we found,  th is  was the end product  of  RUA informat ion 

so that  they can communicate wi th whoever submi t ted the  

in format ion.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    In  th is  case,  the in format ion note that  

you are descr ib ing would have gone to Gauteng Traf f ic  

because that  is  the source of  the in format ion.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  the source of  in format ion .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  thank you.   

ADV POOE :    Colonel ,  can t raf f ic  enforcement  ever  20 

invest igate based on your knowledge?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    B ig no.  

ADV POOE :    B ig,  no?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    B ig no.  

ADV POOE :    Okay.   Then we are  going to go back to your  
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main statement .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Cr iminal  mat te rs,  sorry,  Commissioner,  

cr iminal  mat te rs are invest igated by  the pol ice.   And other  

…[intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    You spoke at  the  same t ime.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    And other  …[ in tervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry,  you spoke at  the same t ime.   

P lease repeat  tha t .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  was say ing cr iminal  mat ters are 

invest igated by the pol ice.   Unless,  not  the t raf f ic  of f icer ,  10 

unless other  invest igat ive agencies have been mandated to 

do so,  but  not  the t raf f ic  pol i ce,  they have got  the i r  own 

responsib i l i t ies.   No case wi l l  ever  be referred to them, a  

cr iminal  mat te r ,  for  invest igat ion.   That  is  a b ig  no.   Thank 

you,  Commissioner.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  they cannot  conduct  a drug bust .   

Let  us just  be speci f i c  because we are deal ing here wi th a 

drug bust  at  Aero ton or  at  Roodekop.   You are saying under  

no c i rcumstances can Mashaba lead a drug bust?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    He cannot ,  Commissioner.   20 

ADV POOE :    Colonel ,  we are going to go …[ intervenes]  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    He remains the source of  in fo rmat ion.   

Thank you,  Commissioner.  

ADV POOE :    Co lonel ,  I  s t ruggle  somet imes when you 

pause for  ef fect .   
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LT-COL SEBOLA :    Sorry,  sorry.   

ADV POOE :    But  I  wi l l  take my cue when you say thank you 

and then I  wi l l  proceed.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Thank you.   

ADV POOE :    I f  we can then go back to your statement .   We 

were at  paragraph 14.   So,  you then say that  the scene was 

not  cordoned of f  and you star ted the processing  of  the 

scene.   Can you take us through that?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Paragraph 14?  

ADV POOE :    Yes.   10 

LT-COL SEBOLA :     

“ I  was a lso approached by Capta in  

Optof f . ”  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Oh,  my apologies.   Paragraph 14 of  

your  main statement ,  the one before the Commission .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Okay.   

ADV POOE :    So,  f i le  1.   Because you wi l l  see in  the one 

that  you were reading,  af te r  you deal  wi th  the in terv iews,  

you then deal  wi th  processing.   So,  we are …[ incomplete] .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Okay,  a l l  th is  t ime,  the  scene 20 

…[intervenes]  

ADV POOE :    Yes.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :     

“Al l  th is  t ime,  the scene was not  

cordoned.   And wi th the assistance of  
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Warrant  Of f i cer  Phume and Warrant  

Of f icer  Machebe,  we cordoned the scene.   

And Colonel  Steyn ar r ived at  about  12  

o'c lock.   He asked i f . . . ”  

Spel l  check.   That  was supposed to be …[ intervenes]  

ADV POOE :    Yes.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :     

“ I f  there wi l l  be any other  assistance that  

wi l l  be needed.   And I  sa id,  Local  

Cr iminal  Record Centre wi l l  be needed 10 

together  wi th of f icer  who wi l l  be 

of f loading the bags f rom the b lack Nissan 

bakkie so that  the scene can be proper ly  

invest igated. ”  

ADV POOE :    Colonel ,  when you say that  the scene was not  

cordoned of f  and wi th the assistance of  the two Warrant  

Of f icers,  you cordoned of f  the scene,  which cordoning of f  

d id  you do?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Can I  get  that?  

ADV POOE :    Maybe i f  we go to the p ictu res again.   Maybe 20 

le t  us go to 103 o f  the sketch.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    103.  

ADV POOE :    Are  you able to  –  oh,  my apologies.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  I  am st i l l  there.   

ADV POOE :    Are  you able to  exp la in what  cordoning of f  
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you d id?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    103.   

ADV POOE :    Yes.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Page 103,  that  i s  where the sketch p lan 

is .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  I  see the sketch p lan.   

CHAIRPERSON :    And just  before …[ intervenes]  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    But  I  can see she is  not  on the same 

page.   We are not  …[ intervenes]  

ADV POOE :    No,  I  am.  10 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Okay.   

CHAIRPERSON :    But  a d i f f icu l ty  I  have is  that  I  do  not  see 

what  depicts the  b lack bakkie and the Booysens marked 

pol ice vehic le.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    On the sketch p lan.   

CHAIRPERSON :    On the sketch p lan.   Can you show me 

those?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    You are correct .   I  d id  not  d raf t  th is  

sketch p lan,  Commissioner.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am not  suggest ing that  you d id.   I  just  20 

wanted to know i f  you can or  rather  you see the depict ion of  

those on there.   You do not .   You a lso do not .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  do not .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    There was a sketch prepared by the 

photographer where she expla ins where each car  was,  and 
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there was an af f idavi t  accompanying i t .   Is  i t  in  the Steyn 

f i le  or  something?  

ADV BALOYI SC :    I t  was in  the Steyn f i les.   There is  a key 

to the sketch.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    There is  a key,  yes.  

ADV POOE :    My apologies.   Thank you,  Commissioner  

Khumalo.   I t  is  a lso in  th is  f i le .   I t  is  just  that  because the  

p ictures come before,  there is  an in ter rupt ion between the  

sketch p lan.   I t  is  on page 18.   One e ight ,  yes.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    118?  10 

ADV POOE :    No,  no,  18,  18.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Do you want  to  maybe pul l  out  18 and 

then go back to 103 and then deal  wi th  the quest ions?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  I  am at  18 ,  Commissioner.  

ADV POOE :    So,  when you look a t  page 103,  can you help  

by  just  descr ib ing what  was cordoned of f?  You see f rom 

that  page wi th the key,  i t  wi l l  show you that  point  E was the 

red car ,  which was parked in  f ron t  of  a  conta iner .   B  was 

the b lack bakkie where the drugs were loaded,  and A was 

the t ruck.   20 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  I  can see i t .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Which means the  Booysens pol ice vehic le 

is  not  where i t  should be.   I  do not  know.   Maybe when the 

sketch was drawn,  i t  was not  there.   Because then i t  should 

be in  f ront  of  B.   
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LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  should be in  f ront  of  B.   I  agree.  

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .   

ADV POOE :    Yes,  so my quest ion is ,  you say that  wi th  the 

two Warrant  Of f icers,  you cordoned of f  the scene.   So,  I  

was just  t ry ing to understand what  was cordoned of f .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    In  fact ,  Commissioner,  even though I  do  

not  know where the cordoning tape is ,  but  what  I  

understand …[ intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  d id  see a p icture that  has the  yel low 

r ibbon that  you normal ly  use.   I t  appears c lear ly  in  f ront  of  10 

the t ruck,  but  I  do not  know where i t  s tar ts  and where i t  

ends.  

ADV POOE :    I f  you look at  page 37,  the issue wi th the  

p ictures is  because they are c lose -up,  they do not  qui te  

show the ent i re  area that  was cordoned of f .   But  page 37 

c lear ly  shows i t  in  f ront  of  the bakkie.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.   

ADV POOE :    And i f  you go to page 40.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Page 19 as wel l ,  photo 1,  i t  g ives a 

wider  v iew.   And the pol ice van is  there.   So maybe look at  20 

that  as wel l ,  in  addi t ion to the  sketch and the other  

p ic tures.  

ADV POOE :    Yes.   Thank you,  Commissioner Ba loyi .   A t  

page 19,  i t  is  a  l i t t le  fa in t ,  but  there is  a tape that  runs f rom 

the t ruck,  the yel low t ruck.   I t  seems to  go over  the van.   
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Can you see that?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.   

ADV POOE :    And runs towards the  conta iner .   I  am just  not  

sure where i t  s tops.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  be l ieve,  because i f  you can see on 

page 19,  i t  must  be star t ing at  the  cap of  the parked t ruck.   

Go th rough the bakkie,  then up to  th is  other  conta iner  that  

is  in  f ront  of  the red K ia.   Because between these two 

t rucks,  there is  a b lack bakkie in  there.   

ADV POOE :    Yes.   10 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  where we cordoned o f f  those 

drugs that  are in  between the t ruck and the t ruck wi th the  

conta iner  on top.   

ADV POOE :    And then,  again,  i f  you look at  page 40,  i t  

should show you the other  s ide.   Can you see at  photo 38?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Photo 14.   

ADV POOE :    Four zero.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Sorry.  

ADV POOE :    Can you see there is  a tape that  a lso runs 

behind,  what  looks l ike behind the …[ intervenes]  20 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.   

ADV POOE :    Okay,  so is  i t  fa i r  to  say that  the t ruck and the 

conta iner ,  and obviously the contents in  between,  were 

what  was cordoned of f?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Correct .   That  is  correct .   



     14 MAY 2026 – DAY 108 

Page 74  o f  194  

 

 

ADV POOE :    And we have learned f rom test imony that  

there is  an inner  and an outer  cordoning of f .   Was th is  an  

inner cordoning o f f  o f  the scene?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    This is  the inner.  

ADV POOE :    And d id you then do the outer?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No.   

ADV POOE :    A l l  r ight .   Then you say Colonel  Steyn ar r ived 

and he of fe red assistance.   So,  when he ar r ived,  was th is  

now the f i rs t  t ime you are ca l l ing on other  serv ices,  l ike the 

LCRC?  10 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct .  

ADV POOE :    And he then ind icated,  maybe just  fo r  

c la r i f icat ion,  what  d id you ask h im to do,  to  ca l l  LCRC and?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Colonel  Steyn is  coord inat ing members  

of  the drug sect ion.   

ADV POOE :    Yes.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    So,  h is  presence at  the scene was of  

assistance because wherever I  would overstep or  do  

something,  I  would st i l l  go to h im and request  for  

assistance.   Maybe there is  something wrong that  we d id,  20 

but  because when I  in t roduced h im to the scene,  he said,  

no,  I  th ink we are st i l l  on point .   But  I  sa id,  Colonel ,  can 

you,  at  least  fo r  now,  assist  in  ca l l ing these re levant  

s takeholders?   

 Because we have not  yet .   We star ted only wi th the  
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in terv iew.   We have not  yet  done that .   Because now I  have 

got  a c lear  p ic ture of  what  i s  happening.   Can we have th is?   

LCRC should be the f i rs t  to  be cal led.   Before we can then 

take back,  but  we can no longer  take them back to the 

conta iner .   We cannot  t ry  to  rect i fy  what  was messed up.   

The only th ing was to say,  now these people,  that  accord ing 

to me,  are defeat ing.    

 We are  not  going  to show them that .   This i s  what  

we have k i l led f rom our  scene.   The possib i l i t y  that  we must  

get  the DNA f rom those packaged stuf f  had you le f t  the  10 

scene in  i ts  or ig inal  s tate.   Now that  everybody is  involved,  

taken i t ,  then the chances of  us get t ing the DNA,  the  

f ingerpr in ts,  a re very s l im.   Because we wi l l  f ind a lo t  o f  

them.   

 Then the  d i rect ion to take i t  wi l l  be,  we have to do  

the e l iminat ion of  f ingerpr in ts.   To  say,  we have to ,  i f  you 

touch th is  bag,  you remember,  nobody wi l l  ever  say,  th is  i s  

the one that  was touched by me.   Then we have to,  when we 

do e l iminat ion,  because i f  I  touch,  when they check the  

f ingerpr in ts,  shou ld they come across mine,  they w i l l  know 20 

that  th is  was the person who was a t  the scene.    

 Then we do e l im inat ion.   Who e lse touched th is?   

But  when everybody touched,  now we make i t  d i f f icu l t  fo r  

the LCRC person to get ,  because we must  remember,  i f  I  

am in charge of  the scene,  I  g ive d i rect ion to the LCRC 
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member.   This i s  what  I  want .   I  want  to  ext ract  o r  to  check 

the existence of  any DNA on the i tem.   Fingerpr in ts  that  can 

l ink to  the or ig in of  the person who packaged,  because 

Maruma and others never packaged those th ings.    

 That  is  the d iscrepancies that  they caused on that  

scene.   Then Colonel  Steyn cal led LCRC, which is  a 

standard procedure,  which is  one of  the requi rements,  

which is  the f i rs t  th ing that  one has to do at  the  scene.  

Before,  even because there was no Commissioners,  there 

was no urgent ,  there  was noth ing  that  fo rced that  th ing to  10 

be speedi ly  done.   I t  is  in  a secure p lace.    

 I t  arr ived at  i ts  owner.   You just  te l l  the owner ,  

owner,  le t  th is  conta iner  and th is  t ruck remain as is .   There  

is  something that  I  want  to  check.   We have received th is  

type of  in fo.   This is  the in t roduct ion that  you wi l l  never  be  

suspic ious when you cal l  somebody l i ke th is .   I  am at  your  

p lace.   I  am suspect ing th is .   So can you,  w i th  your  

assistance,  le t  th is  be as is .   Unt i l  the people that  wi l l  be  

request ing come and assist .   That  was supposed to be done 

that  way.   20 

ADV POOE :    Colonel ,  before I  go  too far ,  just  to  put  i t  to  

you,  Phakula test i f ied yesterday that  he ordered the 

cordoning of f .   Just  to  conf i rm that  you deny that  i t  is  your  

team that  u l t imate ly d id i t .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    He would be ly ing.   
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ADV POOE :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Sorry,  Commissioner.   Phakula is  

work ing fo r  NIU.   I f  I  have to expla in,  l ike I  expla ined about  

Mashaba,  Phakula is  work ing at  NIU.   Phakula is  work ing at  

NIU.   Because we engaged dur ing the in terv iew,  he is  

work ing at  NIU.   And there were points that  I  even showed 

to h im that  you only invest igate  cases that  have been 

referred to your o f f ice.    

 You do not  in i t ia te invest igat ions.   Certa in cases 

that  a re refer red  to head of f ice are invest igated by them.   10 

Physica l  invest igat ion,  not  to  involve on the scene.   That  is  

h is  ro le and par t  o f  invest igat ion.   I  can even fur ther  say he 

knows noth ing about  drugs.   Un less maybe he said he 

knows.   They invest igate compla ints.   Wel l ,  i f  you have 

opened a case somewhere,  then there is  a fee l ing that  the  

invest igat ion is  not  p roper ly  done.   When they are  referr ing  

the cases to them, then that  is  the i rs.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    You mean i t  as to  be referred to  

formal ly  on paper .   There has to be  a document  that  goes to  

them to say invest igate th is .   20 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  cor rect .   I  even in formed h is 

Colonel  Sephungu.   Told them both.   I  had an engagement  

wi th Sephungu,  but  that  was a dest ruct ive engagement  by  

h im.   Because he was t ry ing to d is t ract .   I  po inted to h im 

those points that  you must  remember,  Colonel .   You are 
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now inter fer ing.   That  is  Colonel  Sephungu.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Maybe on th is  point  just  to  be c lear  what  

i t  is  –  what  the posi t ion is  in  fac t .   What  Warrant  Of f icer  

Phakula sa id is  that  he invest iga tes b lue l ight  robber ies.   

Let  me read what  he says.   He says:  

“My dut ies inc luded invest igat ion at  

nat ional  level  o f  b lue l ight  robber ies,  

a i rpor t  fo l lowing robber ies.   And then 

head of f ice enqui ry f i les…”  

Which seems to  be what  you are descr ib ing that  i t  is  10 

mat ters refer red to them.  But  that  is  the th i rd th ing that  he 

says.   The f i rs t  two,  he invest igates  b lue l ight  robber ies and 

a i rpor t  fo l lowing robber ies.   Are you saying he does not  do 

that?  He works only on refer ra l?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Works on refer ra l .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Only?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Only.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  thank you.   

ADV POOE :    Then,  Colonel ,  you say that  you ind icated to  

Colonel  Steyn that  you a lso needed of f i cers to  of f load.   20 

That  would have been once LCRC is there.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Once LCRC is there.  

ADV POOE :    A l l  r ight ,  and then we can move to  paragraph 

15.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :     
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“Colonel  Steyn then ind icated that  Capta in  

Nort je  and Warrant  Of f icer  Morr is  wi l l  

assist  me in  hand l ing those bags looted in  

the Nissan bakkie.   And whi ls t  we were  

wai t ing for  LCRC to come,  I  cont inued 

in terv iewing four  male persons.   That  was 

pointed to me by Warrant  Of f icer  -  tha t  

was pointed to  me.   That  is  Warrant  

Of f icer  Magane,  Phakula,  Mashaba,  and 

Tumelo Nku.   The outcome of  the  10 

in terv iew led to  the arrest  of  Warrant  

Off icer…”  

ADV POOE :    Of  the four .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :     

“Of the four  I  ment ioned.   Deta i l s  

conta ined in  the pol ice case docket  

Booysens CAS98/07/2021,  wh ich I  

therefore refer  to  NJS1,  which is  my A1 

statement  in  that  Booysens case,  

Commissioners.   20 

ADV POOE :    Okay.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :     

 “Warrant  Of f i cer  Woods…”  

ADV POOE :    My apologies,  Colone l ,  before you move on to  

that  paragraph.   Just  to  understand,  you are saying that  the  
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outcome of  the in terv iew leads then to the i r  ar rest .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.   

ADV POOE :    And at  th is  stage,  i f  I  am understanding,  you 

are st i l l  wai t ing  for  LCRC, the  bags have not  been 

of f loaded,  nei ther  have they been opened.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.   

ADV POOE :    So,  in  terms of  the in terv iew leading to the  

ar rest ,  a t  that  s tage,  what  were you arrest ing them for?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Now,  Commiss ioners,  I  ind icated ear l ier  

on that  the i r  act ion led me to bel ieve that  the i r  act ion were 10 

in tended to defeat  the end of  jus t ice.   That  was the f i rs t  

th ing that  I  to ld  them.  I  fur ther  sa id,  should other  

invest igat ion prove you otherwise,  then you wi l l  be charged 

wi th possession,  wi th  deal ing in  drugs.   Because of  the  

magni tude and the or ig inal i ty  and others,  here you are not  

possessing.   This  is  pure deal ing.   That  is  what  I  to ld  them.  

ADV POOE :    Okay,  so at  th is  stage,  they understood that  

they were going to be ar rested fo r  defeat ing the ends of  

just ice.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct .  20 

ADV POOE :    You can –  oh,  my apo logies,  Colonel .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No,  I  am f ine.   I  th ink there was some –  

but  that  is  the one that  I  wanted to say,  I  th ink i t  is  

mainta ined in  my statement .   I  can go.  

ADV POOE :    Okay,  so we can go to paragraph 16.  
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LT-COL SEBOLA :     

“Mashaba,  who is  one of  the ar rested 

persons,  made a cal l…”  

ADV POOE :    My apologies,  16.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :     

“Warrant  Of f i cer  Woods of  LCRC ar r ived 

at  around 14H00 or  so.   And in  the 

presence of  a l l  four  now arrested –  in  the 

presence of  the  arrested,  now Capta in 

Nort je ,  Warrant  Of f icer  Morr is ,  and 10 

Mashaba star ted  of f loading the  b lack  

sports bag wrapped wi th b lack  masking 

tape f rom the b lack Nissan.   The f i rs t  bag 

was unwrapped and the content  ins ide 

was br ick- l i ke. ”  

And I  took i t  because there were about  -  these bags,  there  

were about  23,  but  having d i f fe rent  numbers of  those br ick -

l ikes.   The f i rs t  bag,  i f  I  s t i l l  remember wel l ,  i t  was 

conta in ing around 23 br icks.   Which,  accord ing  to my 

knowledge,  each br ick was est imated to be a k i logram.   20 

Then,  of  which I  can arr ive to  a conclusion tha t  which  

means the b lack bag one could be est imated at  23 kg.    

 That  was my assert ion of  what  was happening.   

Then I  took one o f  those br icks in  the presence of  the four ,  

ind icat ing to them, before I  could  say,  I  suspect  th is  to  be  
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drug,  I  have to have reasons.   Then I  took a p in,  p ressed i t  

on th is ,  then I  d id  that  as demonst rated.   You see,  then now 

I  can come to a conclusion.   Guys,  accord ing to me,  I  wi l l  

say,  you wi l l  be deal ing in  drugs.   Your act ions of  defeat ing  

to me suggests that  you are a lso  deal ing in  these drugs.   

That  is  when I  arr ived at  that  a rrest ,  Commissioners.   

ADV POOE :    Colonel ,  when you opened one and took a  p in 

to  see the contents or  the powdery substance,  where was 

Of f icer  Steyn,  Morr is ,  Nort je?  Were they a lso 

…[incomplete]?  10 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    This i s  how the scene was processed.   

Machebe,  Morr is  and Nort je ,  they are responsib le for  the 

of f loading.   Everyth ing that  they are doing,  I  am now in 

charge,  the scene manager.   I  am saying to them, there was 

one example of  bag that  was opened,  that  shows how we 

opened that  one.   Then I  sa id,  we opened one.   I  want  to  

show th is  gent leman what  i s  ins ide the bag.    

 Because they are  c lueless,  they do not  know what  

is  in  the bag.   Then that  is  when,  I  cannot  recal l  whether  i t  

was Morr is ,  Machebe or  Nort je ,  but  that  i s  when that  was 20 

opened.   And then one br ick brought  to  me,  per fo rmed that  

exerc ise.   Then i t  was taken to aside so that  i t  cannot  be 

counted,  i t  cannot  be put  in  the same seal  bag as those,  

should Warrant  Of f icer  want  to  fu r ther  h is  invest igat ion wi th  

regard to the DNA test ing.   That  is  what  I  d id  -  we d id.  
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ADV POOE :    And was Warrant  Of f icer  Woods present  for  

that  p rocess?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct .  

ADV POOE :    And was th is ,  the  bag that  was opened,  

photographed as wel l?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Before we opened the bag,  we 

requested h im to take the bag at  i t s  or ig inal  s tate.   We are 

now doing demonst rat ion.   Open,  you take i t ,  then we are 

opening i t .   He opened,  then we are count ing.   We count  

you put  them aside.   Af ter  count ing ,  he took photographs of  10 

those.   

ADV POOE :    So,  i f  we can go to page,  maybe f rom 56.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Ms Pooe,  can I  and i t  is  a  suggest ion 

and you can re ject  i t  i f  i t  does not  make sense.   Because 

these photos are not  very c lear .   In  the Steyn f i le ,  109 and 

111,  where we have bet te r  co lour  photos,  I  do not  know i f  

that  wi l l  he lp or  i f  you are conf ident  that  th is  one w i l l  show 

us what  we need to see.    

ADV POOE :    No,  I  am t ry ing  to g lance at  the s i te  because I  

had asked for  the Steyn f i le  to  be loaded.   I  am just  20 

checking i f  i t  is  ready.   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  th ink Steyn 109 and 111 maybe 

gives us a bet ter  p ic ture of  …[ incomplete] .   

ADV POOE :    Yes,  yes.   Yes,  so you star ted by opening,  I  

mean,  by photographing i t  as i t  was on the van and then as 
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you open each bag and unwrap.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct .   

ADV POOE :    There are other  p ic tu res in  the Steyn f i le .   I t  

is  a t  the beginning of  the exhib i t .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Page 4 and 5?  

ADV POOE :    Yes.   Colonel ,  can you conf i rm that  that  is  a  

representat ion?  So,  at  page 4,  you see a l l  o f  the bags 

of f loaded.   A l l  o f  them are c losed.   Then 5 is  one bag 

opened.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.   10 

ADV POOE :    You can see that .   And then at  6 i s  where a l l  

o f  them are unloaded.   At  least  one bag is  unpacked.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    6 ,  yes,  I  see i t .  

ADV POOE :    No,  I  just  wanted you to conf i rm that  is  what  

you were descr ib ing.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  th is  is  what  I  was descr ib ing,  

Commissioners.  

ADV POOE :    And then a lso you say there were two -  there 

are c lear ly  images on the br icks themselves.   There is  a red 

bul l  on some.   20 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  there is  a red bul l  on  some.   

Others,  you can see there is  an eagle.  

ADV POOE :    A t  page 8.   

CHAIRPERSON :    A  seagul l ,  we were to ld.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Sorry.   
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CHAIRPERSON :    Seagul l ,  seagul l .  

ADV POOE :    A t  page 8?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.   

ADV POOE :    And just  to  get  a sense,  had you seen these 

p ictures before or  th is  k ind of  mark ing before?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  before th is  inc ident?  

ADV POOE :    Yes.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  I  came across a lo t .   

ADV POOE :    These very ones?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    These branding is  common in my 10 

invest igat ion of  d rugs.   I  have come across them before.   I  

have worked at  the a i rpor t ,  in te rcepted some of  these.   

ADV POOE :    A l l  r ight ,  and then you ind icate that  once you 

took a p in and inser ted i t  and you saw the pr imary whi te  

substance which you say you concluded or  suspected that  i t  

was Cocaine.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Correct .  

ADV POOE :    You then in formed the four  that  they were  

ar rested for  now defeat ing the ends of  just ice and an 

addi t ional  charge of  deal ing in  drugs.  20 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct .   

ADV POOE :    And now,  d id the count ing of  these exhib i ts  

happen in  f ront  of  the accused or  the suspects?  My 

apologies.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Immediate ly when Warrant  Of f icer  
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Woods ar r ived,  when we of f loaded,  the four  of  them were  

made to be present  to  see so that  they must  not  come at  a 

la ter  s tage and c la im that  one of  the bags was moved in  a 

suspic ious manner,  might  be missing.   So,  the count ing,  

everyth ing,  of f loading bag because they were not  count ing 

when they were loading.   That  is  what  I  have detected on 

my in terv iew wi th  Magane because I  wanted to know how 

many bags are in  th is  bakkie.   He could not  s tate.  

ADV POOE :    So,  in  the process o f  o f f loading,  unwrapping 

and count ing,  what  of  i t  d id  they wi tness?  10 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    What?  

ADV POOE :    Which aspects of  i t  d id  they wi tness?  Just  

the of f loading and the one bag be ing opened or  the ent i re  

process of  p rocessing the bag?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    They have to  see the ent i re  process.   

Of f loading,  open ing,  count ing,  seal ing.   Because af ter  

count ing,  af ter  having done everyth ing,  now we have to put  

them on our  own forensic bag.   Not  the sports bag.   On our  

own forensic bag.  

ADV POOE :    Okay,  Of f icer  Magane test i f ied that  he only  20 

wi tnessed some and not  the ent i re  process of  count ing.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  would say that  was h is se lect ive way 

of  want ing to  admi t  cer ta in and leaving  others.   He was 

present  at  a l l  t imes.  

ADV POOE :    In  fact ,  I  th ink i t  is  a l l  o f  them who denied 
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be ing par t  o f  the ent i re  process.   I  wi l l  just  put  that  to  you.   

And just  to  take a step back,  when you said you have seen 

the ins ignia before,  the seagul l  and the bul l ,  was that  ever  

l inked to any cases that  you can recal l?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  cannot  get  –  was i t  ever  l inked to any 

p lace?  

ADV POOE :    A  drug car te l  or  something that  you can 

recal l?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    What  I  can recal l  or  what  I  have 

ident i f ied dur ing my te rm as an invest igator  in  th is ,  the only 10 

th ing that  I  can test i f y  or  that  I  can te l l  th is  Commission is  

to  say they were coming f rom the same di rect ion.  

ADV POOE :    Di rect ion being?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    They were f rom São Paulo in  Brazi l  

a lso.   A l l .   Most  of  that  I  have deal t  wi th .   I  do not  have to  

say a l l  because I  do not  know of  others.   But  tha t  I  was 

deal ing wi th,  wi th  regard to th is  ins ignia and others,  they 

were t racked to be f rom the same di rect ion,  which is  Brazi l .   

L ike these ones,  they were looted at  a  por t  o f  –  that  por t  in  

São Paulo.  20 

ADV POOE :    Santo.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    So?  

ADV POOE :    Por t  o f  Santo or  something.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Por t  o f  Santos in  São Paulo.  

ADV POOE :    And have you,  in  the past  where you have 
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seen th is ,  ident i f ied the recip ients?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    The chal lenge is  here.   Most  of  the  

people that  you are arrest ing,  you can see that  they are 

being used.   They wi l l  be charged wi th possession,  but  they 

are not  able to  expla in where they are tak ing them to.   Even 

because I  have to in form th is  Commission,  some wi l l  just  

come through these cour iers.   When you look at  the  

address,  when you look at  the address,  i f  you go to the  

address,  you wi l l  f ind maybe they can e i ther  g ive you an 

address,  but  when you go at  the address,  they wi l l  put  –  10 

they can even g ive my own address.   Because they wi l l  be 

knowing –  the cour ier  people,  they make a cal l .   Because 

they wi l l  be knowing where they go.   The person,  the 

in tended recip ien t ,  wi l l  be just  an  ord inary person.   When 

we get  to  the address,  the owners of  the p lace,  we wi l l  f ind 

them not  to  know the person who is  because he has never  

…[intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    Meaning they are not  expect ing a 

consignment .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    They are not  expect ing consignment .   20 

That  is  the t r icky par t  o f  th is  type o f  invest igat ion.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I t  is  your  point  that  you a lways 

ident i fy  the cour ie rs,  but  never the k ingpins.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Never the k ingpins.  

ADV POOE :    Thank you,  Colonel .   And then just  in  re lat ion  
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to  Warrant  Of f i cer  Woods,  i f  you can go to page 17 of  the  

exhib i t  bundle,  the b ig f i le .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  I  am on 17,  Commissioner.   

ADV POOE :    You wi l l  see there  at  –  can you just  read 

paragraphs 4 and 5?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes:  

“At 14,  due to the  request  f rom Detect ive 

Warrant  Of f icer  Woods,  I  a t tended an 

a l leged scene of  cr ime at  Omni  Park,  

Aeroton Dr ive.   The scene and cer ta in 10 

points  were ind icated to me by Detect ive  

Warrant  Of f icer  R ikhotso af te r  I  made my 

own observat ion.   I  took photos of  the  

al leged scene of  cr ime. ”  

ADV POOE :    A l l  r ight ,  so,  you see what  she says there  

d i f fers f rom your  recol lect ion.   Could i t  be that  she came 

ear l ie r?  Because on your af f idavi t  you say she -  s tatement ,  

you say she arr ived at  a round 14H00 and in  the presence of  

the accused you of f loaded the  veh ic le and you a lso  test i f y 

that  you would have been the one who would have to ld her ,  20 

la id  out  the scene for  her .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    When she arr ived at  the scene,  I  

personal ly  spoke to her .  

ADV POOE :    Yes.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Or maybe,  I  do  not  know,  when she was 
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draf ted in  the inst i tu te,  the person that  she knows there was 

Rikhotso or  others.   But  I  remember expla in ing to her  what  

was happening.   But  I  cannot  d ispute what  she is  saying.   

Reason being,  she wanted to know what  was -  I  do not  know 

because she has got  a format  of  complet ing the people l ike  

the people who in t roduced her  to  the scene.   I  do not  know 

whether  when she arr ived,  she met  wi th Rikhotso.   Then on 

that  pro fo rma statement  where  you enter  the name of  

people she entered.   But  I  do not  want  to  say much about  

that  because that  is  her  test imony.   10 

ADV POOE :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you,  Colonel .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Do you th ink she ar r ived only 15 minutes 

af ter  you had ar r ived at  the scene?  I  am asking that  

looking at  paragraphs 6 and 7 of  your  statement ,  your  main 

statement .   You got  a ca l l  a t  11  and you arr ived at  the 

scene 30 minutes la ter  which would have been 11:30.   And 

she says she arr ived at  the scene at  11:45.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Wi th regard to her  arr i va l ,  but  I  

remember everyth ing was done at  a round 2.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  a l l  r ight ,  a l l  r ight .  20 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    So,  for  the sake of  not  t ry ing to be lost  

on the issue of  the ar r iva l  t ime,  maybe,  I  would say maybe,  

but  the whole scene,  when i t  s ta r ted to be processed,  i t  was 

around that  t ime of  2 o 'c lock.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    
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LT-COL SEBOLA :    Thanks,  Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And I  see the arrest ,  i f  you just  go to  

the Sect ion 35 cer t i f icates,  the ar rest  of  these four  people 

was at  around quarter  past  1.   So,  i t  is  possib le that  Of f icer  

Wood is  cor rect  that  a l l  these th ings were happening around 

12 o 'c lock and not  at  2  o 'c lock as you suggest .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Not  2 o 'c lock.   That  is  correct ,  

Commissioner.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Because a l l  four  people s igned thei r  

Sect ion 35 r ights cer t i f icate at  13:15.   10 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  might  be correct ,  Commissioner.  

ADV POOE :    Thank you,  Colone l .   Then can we go to 

paragraph 17.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :     

“Mashaba,  who is  one of  the ar rested 

persons,  made a  cal l  on h is ce l l  phone 

and he wanted me to speak to the  person 

he was cal l ing .   And that  person 

in t roduced h imse l f  to  me as Br igadier  

Shib i r i .   And he wanted to know i f  there  20 

cannot  be any amicable so lut ion.   And I  

sa id they are under ar rest .   And h is reply  

was,  no problem,  okay,  no problem. ”  

ADV POOE :    Just  to  understand,  d id you know where  

Br igadier  Shib i r i  was f rom?  
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LT-COL SEBOLA :    Was?  

ADV POOE :    Where was he f rom?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  was to ld i t  was an Organised Cr ime.   I  

do not  know.   I  do not  know i f  i t  was a Provincia l  Organised 

Cr ime or  what .   

ADV POOE :    And when he says he wanted to know i f  there  

cannot  be any amicable so lut ion,  what  does that  mean?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  d id  not  want  to  answer.   Because I  

sa id,  Br igadier ,  these people are under arrest .   No fur ther  

explanat ion.  10 

ADV POOE :    What  d id you understand h im to be asking  

you?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Maybe he d id not  want  us to  proceed or  

to  take that  d i rec t ion that  we are  tak ing of  ar rest .   That  is  

my th ink ing now.   To say,  but  then,  not  now.   Because he is  

saying,  do we not  have any other  th ing that  we can do other  

than that?  No,  I  sa id they are under arrest .   He said,  no,  

thank you.  

ADV POOE :    So,  you understood h im to be asking,  maybe 

not  a rrest .  20 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Then in  one of  my d iscussions,  because 

that  ca l l ,  I  s t i l l  have to re lay i t  to  my super io rs to  say,  I  got  

th is  st range cal l  f rom th is  person.   I  remember,  I  sa id,  

General  Kadwa,  but  that  was not  on the day.   I  sa id,  on that  

day I  got ,  when we are doing the  presentat ion now on the 
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ce l l  phone records,  I  was in  General  Kadwa,  I  go t  a ca l l  

f rom a person ident i f ied h imsel f  as Shib i r i ,  whi ls t  we were 

st i l l  there at  the scene.    

 He said,  no,  he a lso phoned me.   He wanted to  

know.   Because when he was cal l ing me,  I  sa id,  just  bear in  

mind,  I  am work ing  th is  wi th my General .   He is  here.   He 

dropped.   That  i s  when he said,  okay,  he dropped.   Then 

when I  re lay the i nc ident  to  Genera l  Kadwa I  sa id,  e ish  I  got  

th is  ca l l  which is  to  me i t  was st range f rom Br igadier  Shib i r i .   

Then he said,  he a lso phoned me.    10 

 I  sa id,  what  d id he say?  He said,  no,  a rrest  them.  

On that ,  that  ca l l  General  Kadwa said,  he received,  i f  the 

record,  the te lephone,  the cel l  phone records could state,  i t  

wi l l  show that  i t  was Mashaba and then General  Kadwa.   

Because he d id not  ca l l  me on my phone.   He was phoned 

by Mashaba.   Af ter  dropping the cal l ,  then he cal led 

General  Kadwa.   That  is  what  I  got  as and when I  was 

present ing on what  looked suspic ious.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Who cal led Kadwa,  Shib i r i  o r  Mashaba?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Shib i r i .   20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   

ADV POOE :    And just  to  make sure I  fo l low,  to  you,  he  

asked about  amicable so lut ion to General  Kadwa.   He said,  

ar rest .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Arrest .   
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ADV POOE :    A l l  r ight ,  then you can proceed to paragraph 

18.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :     

“We cont inued to  process the scene and 

Capta in Nort je  and Morr is  were record ing 

the exhib i t  and as par t  o f  my 

invest igat ion,  I  conf iscated a l l  the  cel l  

phones of  the arrested person. ”  

ADV POOE :    Okay,  Colonel ,  can we stop here?  Just  to  

understand,  Capta in Nort je  and Warrant  Of f i cer  Morr is  were  10 

processing the exhib i t s  d id you p lay any par t  in  the recordal  

o f  that  p rocess?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  must  at  a l l  t imes be present  when they 

are doing th is .   In  the count ing ,  in  the enter ing ,  those 

exhib i ts ,  because Colonel  Steyn a lso what  he d id he  

ar ranged fo r  the book,  the SAP13 book,  to  be brought  to  the  

scene so that  everyth ing can be recorded at  the scene.  

ADV POOE :    And …[intervenes]  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ms Pooe,  I  do not  understand the 

answer.   Ms Pooe asks,  d id you p lay any par t  and your 20 

answer is ,  I  must  a lways be present .   So,  were you present  

watching as they were count ing or  were you par t  o f  the  

count ing in  that  you a lso d id count ing?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    They were count ing in  my presence.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    You were not  count ing …[intervenes]  
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LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  was not .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    You were not  count ing?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  was not  physica l l y  count ing.   

ADV BALOYI SC :    And you were not  put t ing in to the  exhib i t  

bags?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  was not  put t ing them in evidence bag,  

Commissioners.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV POOE :    So,  whi le  you were watching,  d id  they te l l  you 

about  the f ina l  numbers?  10 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.   

ADV POOE :    Do you recal l?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    But  I  th ink …[intervenes]  

ADV POOE :    I f  you do not  recal l ,  i t  is  a lso okay.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  cannot  recal l ,  but  I  know they were.   

When I  was est imat ing,  when I  was compi l ing,  I  sa id they 

are about  hal f  a  tonne.   That  was my conclusion to say.   

Those k i lograms,  as long as they are above 500,  which  

means they are about  a tonne.  

CHAIRPERSON :    There is  a  record somewhere  20 

…[intervenes]  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Because …[intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    You do not  recal l  on the top of  your  

head?  

ADV POOE :    I  wi l l  take you there.   
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LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  cannot  remember.   There were 

…[intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    There should be.   There should be 

…[intervenes]  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    There must  be seven something,  

because that  was,  yes,  what  they to ld me,  the number that  

they to ld me is  a round seven something.   Seven.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  I  th ink tha t  is  the f igure we were 

g iven.   

ADV POOE :     715 is  the number.   10 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    715,  seven one f ive.   

ADV POOE :    Yes.   Just  to  say that  we had heard 

test imony.   In  fac t ,  we have just  looked at  Morr is '  s tatement  

where he deals wi th,  maybe le t  us just  go to page 6.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Which bundle?  

ADV POOE :    The one,  the b ig one in  f ront  of  you.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Page?  

ADV POOE :    S ix.   Can you see that  is  a statement .   I t  is  a  

statement  f rom Warrant  Of f icer  Morr is .   And i f  you go to 

paragraph 9,  he then i temises or  l i s ts  the number of  br icks 20 

that  have been p laced in  each fo rensic bag.   Can you see 

that?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.   

ADV POOE :    And when you count ,  so the number that  he is  

l is ted as 16 packages,  i f  you add a l l  o f  those numbers 



     14 MAY 2026 – DAY 108 

Page 97  o f  194  

 

 

together ,  you only  get  to  700.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  am lost ,  Commissioner.  

ADV POOE :    So,  you see how he says,  f rom the f i rs t  spor t  

k i t  bag,  we p laced 18 packages in to the unique fo rensic bag 

number X.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.   

ADV POOE :    And then again,  he  says 14 packages in to 

unique bag number X.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.   

ADV POOE :    Now,  i f  you count  the number of  packages 10 

l is ted,  you only get  to  700.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.   

ADV POOE :    The same happens when you look at  -  the 

same happens when you look at  the SAP13 register .   I  am 

just  t ry ing to f ind.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Which is  …[incomplete] .   

ADV POOE :    Which is  on page 277 of  that  same f i le .   Are  

you there?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  I  am on 277.   

ADV POOE :    Yes,  you wi l l  see there again,  i t  l is ts ,  i t  wi l l  20 

l is t  the evidence bag number,  and then i t  wi l l  descr ibe how 

many packages were in  that  ev idence bag.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct .  

ADV POOE :    Except  there is  only,  there is  one of  them 

where the tota l  number has not  been set  out .   But  i f  you 
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take that  bag number and check i t  a longside Warrant  Of f icer  

Morr is '  s tatement ,  you wi l l  see the number there.   But  when 

you calcu late the number  of  packages,  you add them 

together  again.   Based on the SAP13,  you a lso again just  

get  to  700.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct .  

ADV POOE :    Maybe to complete the point ,  when the lab 

then does a count  of  the same 29 bags,  the tota l  there is  

715.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    On page.  10 

ADV POOE :    I f  you go to page 313,  313,  my apologies.   

That  is  the statement ,  the 212 sta tement  of  Modise .   And i f  

you go to paragraph 3,  are you there?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    313,  yes.  

ADV POOE :    Yes,  you wi l l  see there,  she says that  she was 

on duty and received 49 sealed ev idence bags and l is ts  a l l  

o f  the unique numbers.   And then at  the last  sentence,  says 

the tota l  number of  so l id  substance b lock was 715.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Where?  

ADV POOE :    The last  sentence of  paragraph 3.   20 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  I  can see i t .   

ADV POOE :    Yes,  so there seems to have been a mistake 

in  the count ing.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Is  the explanat ion perhaps?  I  do not  

know.   I  am not  sure about  the chronology.   But  I  remember  
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Colonel  Steyn saying that  one of  the br icks got  s tuck onto 

the s ide of  the bags.   And i t  was stuck there as a resul t  o f  

the adhesive tape.   And that  i t  was taken and put  together  

wi th the  rest  at  a  la te r  s tage.   Perhaps that  may not  be the  

explanat ion,  but  I  remember that  deta i l .   Where i t  f i ts  in  the  

b igger scheme of  th ings,  I  have no idea.   Or is  i t  a l ready 

accounted fo r  where you take us to  the 700,  700?  

ADV POOE :    No,  i t  on ly just  c reates another  mistake,  

which is  that  tha t  would have been the 716 t h  b lock.   And 

that  is  expla ined i f  you look at  page 310,  there is  an 10 

af f idavi t  by Mabasa that  deals wi th  the addi t ional  br ick that  

was received.   And that  i s  af te r  the 715.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay,  okay.   

ADV POOE :    And just  to  say that  I  th ink,  i f  I  recal l ,  Colonel  

Steyn d id accept  that  there is  a mistake.   S imi la r ly ,  and we 

wi l l  deal  wi th  the Gerber report .   Remember the  in ternal  

report  f rom DPCI a lso noted that  there were mistakes in  the  

count ing of  the exhib i t s .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes.   

ADV POOE :    Were you aware of  th is?  20 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Of  the count ing?  

ADV POOE :    Yes.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    What  I  remember,  Commissioner ,  is  that  

wi th  regard to the one that  was le f t  somewhere.   I  th ink in  

the docket ,  Capta in Nort je  b rought  me another  statement  to  
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say,  th is  i s  the last  one that  was submit ted to forensic.   

Then I  a t tached i t  because he said,  when we when we 

reached there,  we found that  the numbers are not  ta l l ied.   

So then th is  is  what  we d id.   We t raced then th is  back.   I  do  

not  know,  but  there was an explanat ion to that  by Colonel  

Nort je ,  by Capta in Nort je  to  say,  th is  is  an addi t ional  

s tatement  of  resubmit t ing the ones that  were not  par t  o f  the  

f i rs t  one that  was sent .  

ADV POOE :    Yes.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  got  that  repor t .   10 

ADV POOE :    Yes,  the explanat ion was that  Warrant  Of f icer  

Woods,  when they took a l l  o f  the packaging mater ia l  for  

test ing,  that  one of  the b locks was stuck in  the adhesive 

because a l l  o f  the  bags are wrapped in  tape.   So,  when they 

were running that  analys is,  they d iscovered that  one of  the  

br icks was stuck and they gave i t  to  the DPCI,  Warrant  

Of f icer  Nort je .   And that  was then taken a month la ter  to  the 

lab,  b r ing ing the count  to  716.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  one,  I  agree.  

ADV POOE :    Yes,  so you had no knowledge of  the 20 

d iscrepancies in  the count ing?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I ,  one day when Capta in Nort je  was 

g iv ing me th is  second statement ,  that  is  when I  became 

aware that  not  a l l  br icks were submit ted at  the same t ime.   

But  of  the report ,  on the report  o f ,  you said the  Gerber 
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report ,  I  was not  aware of  that  report .   

ADV POOE :    A l l  r ight .   Then,  just  to  complete what  

happens a long the exhib i ts ,  you know that  the exhib i ts  were 

then submit ted to  Booysens SAP13.   Do you know anyth ing 

about  the movement  of  the exhib i t s?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  kept  on checking,  because we work as  

a team, to  say when I  was submit t ing  those exhib i ts ,  

because Capta in  Nort je  in fo rmed me that ,  even I  th ink  

Capta in Steyn in formed me that ,  you must  remember that  

the Stat ion Commander of  Booysens does not  want  those 10 

drugs to be kept  there for  a long t ime.   Then,  I  am then 

in formed that  Forensic is  saying they do not  have a  space.   

They are making an arrangement  on the date on which they 

can send them to Forensic.  

ADV POOE :    And who g ives you th is  update?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Sorry?  

ADV POOE :    Who is  te l l ing you th is?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  am informed by Colonel  Steyn.   

ADV POOE :    Okay,  and then,  you know that  Booysens does 

not  want  them, and the lab is  saying that  they wi l l  g ive you 20 

a date on which  to g ive them.  What  happens in  that  

in tervening per iod?  What  do you know of  what  happens?  

Then,  la te r  on,  I  was to ld by  Capta in Nort je  that  an 

ar rangement  has been done,  tha t  they be removed f rom 

Booysens SAPS,  and they wi l l  be kept  at  Pretor ia  Col lege.   
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There is  a good space,  there is  a  safe there,  that  they can 

lock them there.   

ADV POOE :    And f rom your knowledge and exper ience,  

was that  appropr ia te?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  would say any movement  or  any chain  

should be substant ia ted by a s tatement .   I f  they say 

Pretor ia  Col lege has got  a safe,  one would have to submit  a  

statement  to  say,  because that  chain must  not  be broken.   

The cont inuous possession of  those drugs must  have a  

c lear  passage to  say,  and i t  must  a lso be stated,  the i r  10 

or ig inal i ty ,  re ferr ing to af te r  the packaging,  when Forensic  

receives them, they must  receive them in the state at  which 

they were packaged.    

 So that  i s  why I  am saying any movement ,  any 

person who wi l l  be coming across that  exhib i t  must  submit  

the statement .   I f ,  l ike I  was to ld  by Capta in Nort je ,  they 

said there was an arrangement  that  they be kept  at  Pretor ia  

Col lege,  I  do not  know whether  the Pretor ia  Col lege they 

were refer r ing to  was the Pretor ia  Pol ice Tra in ing Col lege 

or  what ,  but  the ind icat ion to me was they wi l l  be kept  at  20 

Pretor ia  Col lege.  

ADV POOE :    Now we know f rom test imony that  the  col lege 

or  the  area in  which the  exhib i t s  were kept  i s  not  an  SAP 

safe.   The check- ins that  are usual ly  done at  SAP registers  

and a c lerk and a l l  o f  that ,  that  does not  ex ist  a t  a  co l lege.   
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I t  is  essent ia l ly  a st rong room.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  I  was not  aware of  and tha t  I  was 

not  par t  o f  that  a r rangement .   

ADV POOE :    And is  i t  appropr ia te though,  based on your 

knowledge?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  wi l l  say i t  is  appropr ia te only i f  I  have 

acquainted mysel f  wi th  the type of  the secur i ty  where i t  i s  

supposed to be.   Because i f  I  can now say i t  is  not  

appropr ia te and then the evidence is  b rought  to  me that  i t  

was a safe,  the pol ice were in  charge of  the keys,  there was 10 

24-hour guard,  no one e lse has la id  h is  hand on those 

exhib i ts .   Then i f  i t  was done that  way,  I  wi l l  say i t  i s  

appropr ia te.   But  i f  i t  was just  d ropped or  taken to a p lace 

where the secur i ty  i s  quest ionable,  that  I  wi l l  not  accept  to  

be appropr ia te.   

CHAIRPERSON :    You are no longer personal ly  responsib le  

for  the custody of  the substance or  substances?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No.   

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .   

ADV POOE :    Co lonel ,  i f  I  remember the test imony of  20 

Colonel  Steyn cor rect ly ,  he test i f ied that  there were no 

cameras and that  there was not  a guard d i rect ly  in  f ront  of  

where i t  was kept .   There are of  course guards around the 

col lege.   Does that  in  any way change your answer?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  cannot  change my answer.  
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ADV POOE :    A l l  r ight .   And then just  to  complete th is ,  we 

a lso heard test imony that  when the exhib i ts  a rr i ved at  the 

labs,  the lab noted that  there were smal l  tears in  the  exhib i t  

bags,  necessi ta t ing Nort je  and Morr is  to  use,  to  put  e ight  of  

the bags in to new evidence bags.   Were you aware o f  th is?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  i s  a common pract ise,  but  I  was 

not  aware of  th is  one.  

ADV POOE :    A l l  r ight .   And just  genera l ly ,  as an 

invest igat ing of f i cer ,  how far  does your overs ight  o f  these 

processes go?  So,  at  the scene,  you are very c lear  that  10 

you wi tnessed everyth ing and they d id i t ,  but  you were 

there,  i t  was in  your  presence.   Af ter  that ,  when i t  comes to 

the movement  of  your  exhib i t s ,  what  exact ly  is  your  ro le?   

Or i s  i t  very l imi ted?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  why I  am saying there were  

some taskings to  say,  you wi l l  be assisted.   In  terms of  

movement ,  once there is  a team that  has taken the custody 

of  the exhib i t ,  that  remains wi th them.  Mine is  jus t  to  get  

each and every s tatement  of  the movement  to  say,  th is  is  

what  we d id,  so that  i t  can st i l l  ma inta in the in tegr i t y  of  my 20 

evidence.   So,  bu t  i f  cer ta in facts are not  d isc losed to me,  

then that  I  can say,  that  can be quest ionable.  

ADV POOE :    And just  to  complete the p ictu re of  what  

happens wi th the exhib i ts ,  I  do note that  by 2022,  you were  

no longer in  th is  invest igat ion,  am I  correct?  
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LT-COL SEBOLA :    Correct .   

ADV POOE :    We know f rom test imony that  somet ime in  

2024,  the lab d iscovers that  136 k i lograms …[intervenes]  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    In  2024?  

ADV POOE :    Is  unaccounted fo r ,  yes.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    What  happened to the,  sorry?  

ADV POOE :    136 k i lograms is  unaccounted fo r  in  what  

remains of  the lab .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  news to  me.   

ADV POOE :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.   Colonel ,  then le t  us 10 

move to paragraph 19.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :     

“ I  have not iced in  the downloading record 

of  a l l  accused,  that  Mashaba d id not  

know Magane before 09 -07-2021.   And 

they were in t roduced to each other  by a 

person thought  as Pol ice A lber ton ,  who 

became to be known to me as Warrant  

Of f icer  Phokungwana,  who at  the t ime 

was hospi ta l i sed for  COVID. ”  20 

ADV POOE :    Thank you.   Colonel ,  just  to  get  the t imel ine 

here,  you conf iscated the phones on the  day,  and then you 

ment ioned that  when you not iced something  in  the  

downloading,  when d id the downloading happen?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Even though I  cannot  g ive the  exact ,  
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but  my invest igat ion in  terms of  the gadgets,  we d id,  they 

were quick,  because wi th in a space of  a week,  I  had 

ident i f ied,  I  a l ready ident i f ied before we could go for  the 

bai l  appl icat ion.   That  is  when I  ident i f ied th rough when 

they were check ing,  because I  kept  in  contact  w i th  the 

people doing downloading.    

 They said,  there  you are having  a st rong case.   

There is  th is  communicat ion.   Then I  went  and checked,  

because that  th ing must  be comple te ly done.   I  just  needed 

something at  the in i t ia l  par t  o f  my invest igat ion to  say,  no,  10 

th is ,  wi th  th is ,  now I  am armed wi th the charge of  deal ing in  

drugs.   Based on the f i rs t  communicat ion chat  that  I  got  

f rom Nku’s phone,  because the reason why I  requested i t  to  

be done,  h is  p resence at  the scene was,  to  me,  was 

doubt fu l ,  created a lo t  o f  doubt .   I  wanted to know,  th is  

person is  here,  th is  person is  an in former,  but  maybe I  can 

get  something on h im.   That  i s  when I  was cal led to say,  no,  

there is  th is  suspic ious communicat ion.    

ADV POOE :    So,  are you saying that  wi th in the space of  a  

week,  at  least  a pre l iminary assessment  had been done,  20 

analys is had been done?  Some sor t  o f  pre l iminary analys is  

had been done?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.   

ADV POOE :    But  that  you were st i l l  undertaking fu r ther?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  was not  yet  compi led for  me to say,  
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now you can use i t  as a complete par t  o f  our  d ig i ta l  

invest igat ion.   

ADV POOE :    Okay,  so you were  g iven some informat ion 

about  i t ,  but  the complete analys is was not  done yet?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No,  i t  was not  done yet .  

ADV POOE :    Okay,  and then you say that  you not iced that  

Mashaba d id not  know Magane,  and that  they met  each 

other  th rough Phokungwana,  which seems l ike i t  is  on that  

day.   What  d id you make of  th is?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    The issue of  Warrant  Of f icer  10 

Phokungwana,  i t  was detected on the cel l  phone records.   

This th ing,  th is  communicat ion says,  i f  I  s t i l l  remember,  i t  

says,  we are not  happy about  our  consignment  being  

in tercepted at  I s ip ingo on the 22 n d  o f  June 2021.   You 

remember,  mine is  done on the 9 t h ,  then th is  par t  o f  

communicat ion speaks to the th ing that  happened a month 

ear l ie r ,  which is  June.    

 On the 22 n d  o f  June.   This  is  what  that  

communicat ion says.   Now the  pol ice get  people who wi l l  

secure and make sure that  the pol ice do not  in tercept  th is .   20 

This is  the inst ruct ion g iven to Nku.   Nku now is  fo rwarding  

th is  message to Mashaba,  genera l  organised members.   The 

people are not  happy.   This is ,  th is  communicat ion on i tse l f  

now brought  conc lusion to me.   Now,  I  am now in the case 

to say,  the people now that  are abroad,  which is  Magane 
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and Phakula,  because they wanted the real  so ld iers.   These 

are the real  so ld iers.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Can you p lease take us step by step 

through everyth ing you are saying now?  I f  you were  saying  

i t  based on the  statement  of  somebody,  p lease take us 

there.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Not  based on,  th is  i s  only based.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Everyth ing that  you are saying now.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Okay.   

CHAIRPERSON :    S tep by step,  take us there,  p lease.  10 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Okay.   Thanks,  Commissioner.   Cel l  

phones were seized.   They were  taken for  downloading.   

Then,  ev idence that  came out  of  the downloading,  which I  

cannot  a l l  expla in now,  because we have to do the 

presentat ion.   I  remember I  d id ,  I  even d id the presentat ion 

to d i f ferent  head of  the provinces.   Then,  that  ev idence 

came through tha t  communicat ion.   Then,  i t  was speaking to 

Phokungwana.   In  fact ,  the people that  I  can …[intervenes]  

CHAIRPERSON :    Are you ta lk ing about  WhatsApp chats?  

What  are you ta lk ing about?  20 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Sorry?  

CHAIRPERSON :    Are you ta lk ing about  WhatsApp chats?  

What  are you ta lk ing about?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    The WhatsApp chats that  were obta ined 

in  the download.   They were speaking Warrant  Of f icer  
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Phokungwana,  and Warrant  Of f icer  Phokungwana said,  I  wi l l  

get  you some good.   Then,  there was -  a f te r  that ,  there was 

WhatsApp cal ls .   Then,  i t  shows that  these people ca l led  

each other ,  Phokungwana and Mashaba.   The cal l s  lasted 

for  -  I  cannot  now,  but  i t  lasted –  i t  shows that  that  i s  when 

he was submit t ing the te lephone number of  -  because on 

the WhatsApp chat ,  he said,  you wi l l  get  one.   Then,  af te r  

that  ca l l ,  Mashaba is  making a ca l l  too.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Just  a minute.   Colonel ,  we feel  that  you 

are not  g iv ing us suf f ic ient  deta i l .   You seem to be 10 

proceeding f rom the premise that  the in format ion is  

avai lab le somewhere there.   Yes,  i t  is ,  but  for  purposes of  

our  own record,  because we wi l l  have to make our  own 

f ind ings.   We want  the deta i l  fo r  ourselves.   Perhaps we 

should take the lunch adjournment  at  th is  stage,  come back 

at  2  p.m. ,  and i f  you want  to  lay your hands on the 

presentat ion you are referr ing to ,  p lease do so over  the  

lunch break.   We want  deta i ls .   What  d id the chat  say?  Who 

said what  to  whom?  And you must  take us th rough that  s tep  

by  step  for  the  nar rat ive to  make sense to us.   We do not  20 

want  to  read between the l ines.   Am I  making sense?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  makes sense,  Commissioner,  but  now 

the problem is  because I  am t ry ing  to -  I  even t r ied to make 

an ar rangement  to  say those who are now having the docket  

and those who are having,  because I  th ink that  was le f t  wi th  
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the Germiston people for  fur ther  invest igat ion.   I  do not  

know,  but  i t  is  there.   I  spoke to the analyst  a t  some stage 

when I  was requested to,  because I  sa id,  I  th ink  cer ta in  

evidence needs to be presented.   Then he said the laptop 

crashed.   But  what  is  he having?  He is  having –  he  said i t  

is  a  beaker.   What ,  what  on?  I  th ink i t  is  on Excel  o r  what .    

CHAIRPERSON :    But  i t  may be enough fo r  the immediate,  

for  us to  te l l  a  story that  f lows,  that  makes sense,  that  te l l s 

us who said what  to  whom.  And sure ly you remember par t  

o f  i t ,  i f  not  a l l  o f  i t ,  o f f  the top of  your  head.   The deta i l  may 10 

not  necessar i l y  be what  i s  conta ined in  the  document ,  but  

a l l  we want  is  fo r  you to te l l  us a  coherent  s to ry.   That  is  

why the story is  not  coherent  a t  a l l .   Say there were  

WhatsApp chats and then were le f t  in  the darkest  to  the 

deta i ls .   Am I  mak ing sense?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Commissioner,  you are st i l l  making 

sense.   I  wi l l  just  make sure that  I  make a phone cal l  to  see 

i f  there is  s t i l l  that  they can just  make sure that  the emai l  

such so that  i t  can be presented here.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Perhaps Ms Pooe wi l l  come to your 20 

rescue.   Yes,  Ms Pooe.  

ADV POOE :    Yes,  Chai r .   We do have some informat ion at  

our  d isposal .   I f  we can just  take the lunch adjournment ,  I  

wi l l  d iscuss wi th Colonel  i f  we have the same th ing and i f  

not ,  I  wi l l  ass ist  h im to make means.  
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CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you very much.   Lunch 

adjournment  resumed at  2 p.m.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES  

CHAIRPERSON :    Good af te rnoon,  Ms Pooe.   I  do not  know 

whether  you wi l l  lead us or  whether  I  should ask the Colonel  

to  take us th rough what  I  requested.    

ADV POOE :    Chai r,  I  wi l l  ass ist  Colonel  and what  we wi l l  

a t tempt  to  do is  to  break down what  Colonel  was t ry ing to  

expla in before we took the lunch ad journment .  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  thank you.    

ADV POOE :    Colonel ,  before you star ted g iv ing the  

explanat ion about  the downloads,  I  was asking you about  

what  you made of  Phokungwana 's involvement .   And in  that ,  

you expla ined that  the phones were downloaded and you 

ret r ieved cer ta in communicat ion.   Is  that  cor rect?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.    

ADV POOE :    And par t  o f  the communicat ion that  you 

d iscovered in  the  phones is  a conversat ion between Mr Nku 

and another  person.   Can we star t  wi th  those conversat ions 20 

between Mr Nku and an ind iv idual  you ident i f ied there in  the 

chats?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Okay.   Thanks,  Commissioner.   In  Mr  

Nku 's phone,  what  was d iscovered is  that  i t  is  a  screenshot  

that  ind icates that  there is  a  communicat ion  between 
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somebody  and h im about  th is  consignment  and what  was 

supposed to be done and the l i ke.  

 This is  what  the  communicat ion was.   And then 

what  I  can say or  what  I  want  to  present  i s  just  to  say that  

there were inst ruc t ions between Nku and the other  person.    

ADV POOE :    Colonel ,  do you remember what  the  

inst ruct ions were in  re lat ion to th is  consignment?  I f  I  recal l  

correct ly,  you ment ioned the Is ip ingo drug bust ,  tha t  there  

was some concern over  that .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    In  fact ,  the  communicat ion  was a 10 

concern about  the  in tercept ion.   Then the …[ intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    The Is ip ingo in tercept ion?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    The one that  happened in  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Durban.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Durban.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  a  concern.   Now,  the  

communicat ion,  i t  shows that  they wanted surety tha t  th is  is  

not  going to happen to th is  one.   That  was the main  20 

communicat ion that  was …[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    This one being the Aeroton one?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Meaning the Aeroton one.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

CHAIRPERSON :    [ Ind ist inct ] .  
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LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  happened somewhere in  June.   So,  

the surety is  that  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Is  my mic on?  I  th ink i t  was off .   I  was 

saying,  and you said the Is ip ingo  or  Durban in tercept ion  

had taken p lace a  month ear l ie r.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  was communicat ion about  what  

happened a month ear l ie r.   Thank you,  Commissioner.  

ADV POOE :    And,  Colonel ,  when you say the Is ip ingo one 

that  happened a  month ear l ier,  am I  cor rect  that  you are 

referr ing to the one that  was d iscussed last  week here at  10 

the Commission?  Or i s  i t  a  d i f ferent  one?  The Port  

Shepstone one?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  only  came through fur ther  

invest igat ion  that  that  is  the same.  

ADV POOE :    Okay.   A l l  r ight .   So,  they expressed th is  

concern to Mr Nku.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    To Mr Nku.    

ADV POOE :    And what  was Mr Nku 's react ion?  

A l ternat ive ly,  what  d id he do?   

CHAIRPERSON :    And d id I  understand you –  I  am very 20 

sorry,  Ms Pooe.   Did I  understand you to say that  as par t  o f  

the expression o f  the concern,  what  was being said was 

there should not  be a recur rence of  what  had happened in  

Durban?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct .  
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CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight .  

ADV POOE :    Thanks,  Colonel .   So,  then what  does Mr Nku 

do,  o r  how did he respond?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Then Mr Nku 's  response was that  I  d id  

not  p ick up that  par t .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Besides the concern,  was there an 

inst ruct ion to Mr Nku?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Nku,  then af ter  that  communicat ion,  Nku 

now phoned the General .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Was there an inst ruct ion to h im,  to  Mr  10 

Nku?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  because i t  says the bosses are  

now beginning to panic.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Okay,  okay.   A l l  r ight ,  a l l  r ight .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Does Nku respond to the  text  a t  that  

point?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    What  I  can say is  that  Nku then 

in t roduced that  in fo rmat ion to the General ,  o f  which the 

General  is  Mr Mashaba.    20 

ADV BALOYI SC :    And you know that  because what?  Is  i t  

in  the text?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    We know that  i t  was in  the text .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    So Nku sent  a text  to  Mashaba?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Nku is  now communicat ing wi th  
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Mashaba.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    By text?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    By text .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.    

ADV POOE :    And does he send a screenshot ,  because you 

said i t  was a screenshot?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  was in  a screenshot .  

ADV POOE :    Okay.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Now Mashaba is  seen communicat ing  

wi th Phokungwana.    10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    By text  as wel l ,  or  is  i t  a  te lephone cal l?    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    By text .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Now he is  seen communicat ing wi th 

Phokungwana.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    He says what  to  Phokungwana,  do you 

remember?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    What  I  remember that  he requested h is  

assistance.   Then Phokungwana is  now s ick.   He cannot  

par t ic ipate.   Then there were cal l s .   That  is  when Mashaba 20 

now cal led Magane.   Which means,  th is  one I  can just  

assume to say Phokungwana was g iv ing them the number of  

Magane.    

 Because now Magane is  now int roduced.   They d id  

not  know.   When I  was observ ing,  I  could see Nku and the  
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rest  o f  the pol ice off icers,  they do not  know each other.   

Mashaba and the people that  he is  inv i t ing,  which is  

Magane,  they were in t roduced to each other  by someone 

e lse.   Which in  th is  case,  i t  can be,  i t  i s  Phokungwana.   

That  is  how al l  these th ings unfo lded.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Maybe the evidence of  Magane,  as I  

recal l  i t ,  is  that  Mashaba cal led  Phokungwana,  and then 

Phokungwana could not  help  h im,  and then Phokungwana  

gave Magane 's number to  Mashaba.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct .    10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Ja.   So,  what  you have just  descr ibed 

about  that  par t  i s  what  Magane test i f ied.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Of  which is  correct .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And you say that  is  what  you could see 

f rom the analys is,  te lephone analys is.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    The par t  that  is  miss ing is  what  you 

said before lunch.   E i ther  I  am get t ing i t  wrong,  or  maybe 

af ter  lunch you sa id i t  d i f fe rent ly.   You said  something about  20 

somebody being concerned about  the pol ice get t ing  hold of  

the drugs,  o r  se iz ing the drugs.   So can you,  in  your  own 

words,  as you remember i t  f rom the text ,  just  repeat  that  

par t?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    This text ,  Commissioner,  is  what  I  am 
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saying,  that  i t  i s  only Threema encrypted message.   I t  was 

just  a  screenshot  by Nku.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  am more in terested in  the  content  

where i t  ta lks about  making sure the pol ice do not  get  hold 

of  the drugs.   That  is  the par t  I  want  you to just  c lar i f y.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    The text ,  Commissioner,  i t  was just  

saying i t  must  no t  be in tercepted.   They are worr ied about 

what  happened in  Durban dur ing June.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    The Is ip ingo one?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    The Is ip ingo one.  10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Yes,  thank you.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    The Durban,  which i t  was concerned.  

Yes.  

ADV POOE :    And then,  Colonel ,  f rom that  communicat ion,  

do you know i f  Mr Mashaba act iva ted anyone e lse?  So we 

know that  he t r ied Phokungwana  and got  a number for  

Magane.   Did  he make any other  ca l l s  dur ing  that  t ime to 

other  pol i ce off ic ia ls?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    There was a WhatsApp cal l ,  

Commissioner,  to  L ieutenant  Co lonel  Malu leke.   But  I  20 

cannot  say the t ime,  but  i t  happened,  i t  can be around n ine,  

10,  in  that  communicat ion.   There can be that  

communicat ion that  he contacted Malu leke on WhatsApp on 

that  day.    

ADV POOE :    And I  do not  suppose you remember the t ime 
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o f  th is .    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  do not  remember the t ime.  

ADV POOE :    Whether  i t  was ear ly.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    But  i t  was ear l ie r.    

ADV POOE :    I t  was ear l ie r.   And just  to  c la r i fy  which  

Malu leke you are ta lk ing about ,  because there were two 

Malu lekes on the scene,  which  one do you say was 

contacted by Mr Mashaba?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  was Malu leke of  Pretor ia ,  who was 

work ing in  Organised Cr ime in  Pretor ia .    10 

ADV POOE :    I  th ink i t  is  a  L ieutenant  Colonel .    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  is  a  L ieutenant  Colonel  Malu leke.  

ADV POOE :    And were those then the only th ree pol ice 

off icers contacted ear ly  by Mr Mashaba?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Except  for  –  okay,  the pol ice off icers  

that  were contacted,  except  fo r  the one that  he contacted,  

the Br igadier.   That  happened in  my presence.    

ADV POOE :    No,  so that  was la ter  in  the day,  you mean 

Br igadier  Shib i r i?    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.  20 

ADV POOE :    A l l  r ight .   And you were not  able to  p ick  up 

f rom th is  analys is  who cal l s  Sergeant  Phakula?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Phakula  is  ca l led by Magane.    

ADV POOE :    A l l  r ight .  

CHAIRPERSON :    By Sergeant ,  do  you mean the Warrant  
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Off icer  now?   

ADV POOE :    Warrant  off icer  now.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Because there is  the Sergeant  who is  the 

younger brother?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  cer ta in ly.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Of  K9,  ja .  

ADV POOE :    Yes,  i t  is  just  to  c lar i fy,  Warrant  Off icer  now,  

who test i f ied yesterday.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct .  

ADV POOE :    So th is  a lso then covers  –  maybe le t  us  –  can 10 

you p lease read paragraph 20?   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Before you leave the text ,  are you 

leaving the text?   Are you leaving  the text?  There  is  th is  

WhatsApp chat  in  Steyn Fi le  115.   I f ,  S teyn,  i f  Colonel  can 

just  te l l  us i f  he has been able to  ident i f y ?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    115?   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Ja,  wi th in  your invest igat ion and 

analys is,  you were able to  ident i fy  the par t ies  to  that  

WhatsApp communicat ion.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  I  am seeing them.   20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    A re you fami l ia r  wi th  th is  

communicat ion?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  must  say to you,  we are get t ing  i t  

f rom newspaper ar t i c les,  so we are not  c lear  what  the  
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source is .   But  dur ing  the course of  your  invest igat ion,  d id  

you come across th is?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Are you able to  te l l  us who are the  

par t ies to  th is  chat?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Sorry,  Commiss ioner,  I  d id  he not  hear.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Are you able to  te l l  us who was 

communicat ing in  th is  chat?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    This communicat ion is  between th is  

person,  A lpha,  and Nku.    10 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Nku.   So is  A lpha the business 

person?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No,  no,  no ,  I  am sor ry.   This  

communicat ion is  in  the screenshot  of  Nku,  which means i t  

is  a  communicat ion between th is  person who was sending 

th is  communicat ion.   He shows Nku.   In  fact ,  i t  seems there  

were two people ta lk ing aside.   Now th is  other  one wants to  

prove to Nku that  th is  i s  the level  a t  which we are,  because 

i t  is  in  Nku 's screenshot .    

 That  wi l l  suggest  to  say i t  cannot  be h im 20 

communicat ing w i th others.   He just  screenshot ted the  

communicat ion of  o ther  two people that  were ra is ing th is  

concern,  which means he wanted to show those on the 

ground how the bosses are worr ied  about  the consignment .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So I  am sure we wi l l  get  the fu l l  
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analys is la ter  on.   For  now,  you say th is  is  what  was found 

in  Nku 's phone and i t  was in  the fo rm of  a screenshot .    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  was in  the fo rm of  a screenshot .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON :    For  i t  to  make sense,  the gre y chats  

should be by Nku or  not .   Because :  

“Those conta iners are st i l l  there,  boss ,  

and i t  i s  Nku that  we know to have been 

on the ground.   Give me t i l l  seven,  boss.   

I  am pressing a l l  these guys. ”  10 

Do you a lso th ink  that  i s  Nku,  the grey,  instead of  the b lue,  

or  as opposed to the b lue?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  can a lso suggest  to  that  th is  person,  

that  is  why I  am saying the only wor ry was that  why now is  

i t  in  a screenshot ,  but  when you look at  i t ,  you can see i t  

might  be Nku.   Nku is  saying g ive i t  unt i l  seven,  I  am 

pressing.    

CHAIRPERSON :    And those conta iners are st i l l  there.   A l l  

r ight ,  thank you.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    This i s  on 9 Ju ly,  that  i s  the day of  th is  20 

operat ion.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  was the day of  the operat ion .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

ADV POOE :    And,  Colonel ,  just  to  t ie  i t  up,  how many 

phones d id you seize f rom Mr Nku?   
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LT-COL SEBOLA :    Commissioner,  i f  maybe I  can have the 

statement  of  conf iscat ion of  i tems,  because now I  cannot  

remember.   But  i f  I  remember,  some of  those people ,  there 

were even two ce l l  phones.   And what  I  have real ised in  the 

downloading,  we d id not  get  Phakula 's  state ce l l  phone.   I t  

was not  par t  o f  the downloading,  i f  I  s t i l l  remember.    

ADV POOE :    A l l  r ight .   Colonel ,  can you then read in to the  

record paragraph 20?  Because I  th ink you have deal t  wi th  

i t  in  some ways.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Paragraph 20?  10 

ADV POOE :    Paragraph 20 of  your  statement ,  yes.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :     

“On the cel l  phone . . . [ ind ist inct ]  Tumelo 

Nku I  found suspic ious communicat ion  

which says the pol ice must  not  

. . . [ ind ist inct ]  th is  consignment  

. . . [ ind ist inct ]  Durban Is ip ingo on th is  on 

the 2021-06-22 and Tumelo wi l l  then 

ra ise the same concern wi th Mashaba,  

who wi l l  promise that  they wi l l  be safe.   20 

There was a lso a photo  that  shows i t  was 

taken f rom Apol lon ia  sh ip that  ar r i ved in  

Durban f rom Sao Paulo,  Brazi l ,  that  

week. ”  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Sorry,  what  was the photo?   
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LT-COL SEBOLA :    On Tumelo Nku,  there was a photo of  

the Yel low Jersey  t ruck.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    But  I  am not  tak ing i t  here,  bu t  those 

photos were there .   The Yel low Jersey  t ruck,  the conta iner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.   A l l  r ight .  

ADV POOE :    And then you say that  you a lso found fur ther  

encrypted communicat ion on Threema.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    One of  them, th is  message that  we are 

ta lk ing about ,  i t  shows that  i t  came f rom th is  encrypted 10 

communicat ion known as Threema.   I t  shows that  i t  was not  

WhatsApp,  i t  shows that  they were communica t ing on 

Threema.  

ADV POOE :    And you say that  a l l  o f  th is  communicat ion 

was then put  in to th is  docket?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Was? 

ADV POOE :    You say that  th is  was then put  in to,  a l l  o f  th is 

communicat ion was put  in to the docket?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  had the communicat ion,  I  had  –  in  

fact ,  everyth ing when I  le f t  the docket ,  when i t  was sent  to  20 

court .   Everyth ing that  I  am test i fy ing about ,  they were in  

the docket .    

ADV POOE :    And then,  Commissioners,  can we move past  

the messages tha t  were d iscovered on the phones?  There  

wi l l  be a fu r ther  wi tness on the analys is.   Then we can 
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move to paragraph 22.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Maybe before we do that ,  we have heard 

f rom other  wi tnesses,  and I  ask now,  because paragraph 22 

is  a d i f ferent  day,  i t  is  the 10 t h ,  i t  is  the next  day.   We have 

heard f rom other  wi tnesses that  General  Khan arr ived on 

the scene and spoke to people,  gave inst ruct ions.   We have 

heard that  f rom Warrant  Off icer  Phakula ,  and we have heard  

i t ,  I  th ink,  f rom Magane as wel l .   I t  might  be Steyn as wel l ,  

might  have test i f ied to that .   You do not  say anyth ing about  

h im in  your statement ,  h is  presence at  the scene on the 9 t h .   10 

Do you want  to  expla in that?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Commissioners,  I  have not  seen 

General  Khan.   But  i t  on ly came to my knowledge tha t ,  when 

I  was just  checking to see,  there  is  th is  in format ion that  

General  Khan was there.   But  mysel f ,  I  d id  not  even engage 

wi th h im.   Then I  was in formed that  there were two,  in  fact  

there were two Generals,  except  fo r  General  Khan.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Who were the o ther  Generals?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    They ment ioned other  Generals,  I  

cannot  remember  the surname,  but  I  was to ld there were 20 

two Generals ,  but  that  I  d id  not  even see.   General  Khan,  I  

am to ld,  he was there.   I  do not  know,  the only in format ion 

about  General  Khan,  i t  wi l l  come in my statement .   In  th is  

statement  here.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    So when you hear that  –  what  you have 
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heard about  General  Khan being on the  scene,  was i t  sa id 

he was on the scene before you arr ived,  o r  whi le  you were  

there and you just  d id not  see h im?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Commissioners ,  when I  was making a 

statement  to  IP ID,  that  is  when I  am informed tha t  I  have 

been inst ructed by General  Khan to arrest  those members ,  

o f  which I  denied.   Because dur ing the t ime,  at  that  t ime 

when I  was deal ing wi th the in format ion and in terv iewing 

them, I  d id  not  see General  Khan.   I  d id  not .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    I f  he was present  on  the scene when 10 

you were there,  consider ing the ro le that  you were p lay ing  

as the owner of  the scene,  you are now in charge of  the 

scene,  you would have seen h im i f  he was as act ive.   

Because I  th ink what  we have heard f rom the evidence is  he 

spoke to Mashaba and Magane,  I  th ink Phakula  as wel l ,  

asked them who are they,  who are thei r  super io rs,  and he 

cal led thei r  super iors,  who answered the way they d id about  

knowledge of  these people being on the scene.  

 We heard f rom Phakula  that  when LCRC was there,  

he was in t roduced,  Phakula  was in t roduced to  Khan,  20 

Phakula  went  and spoke to Khan,  and Khan to ld  h im to  

stand down.   But  before he stood down,  he went  to  the 

motor  vehic le tha t  had the drugs,  that  b lack pol ice car,  to  

remove the seals  that  were on the  passenger seat ,  and he 

was stopped f rom taking them.   
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 So,  accord ing to  Phakula ,  Khan was there at  the  

same t ime as LCRC and Khan was g iv ing inst ruct ions,  o r  

was act ive.   My quest ion to  you is ,  you were in  charge of  

the scene.   You would have seen h im i f  he d id what  Phakula  

descr ibes.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  I  would have seen h im i f  he  d id,  as 

per  the explanat ion by Phakula ,  I  would have seen h im.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    But  you are say ing you d id not  see h im.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    And I  d id  not  know General  Khan by 

then.    10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    You d id not  know him? 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  d id  not  know General  Khan by then.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    You had never seen h im?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  on ly came in contact  wi th  General  

Khan af ter  th is  case.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And he was,  accord ing to th is  account ,  

he was at  the scene,  he d id not  come to say I  am here.   No 

one said to  you General  Khan is  here.   Noth ing of  sor ts  

happened.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Commissioners ,  there is  a lo t  I  heard.   20 

Only when the IP ID was quest ion ing me,  because I  d id  not  

know,  I  asked General  Khan,  that  was General  Khan there  

at  the scene?  He said he was wi th h im  and together  wi th 

other  Generals,  I  cannot  remember who that  General  was,  

but  he to ld me about  h im.   We d id not  even in teract ,  me and 
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h im.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Did you see Kadwa at  the scene?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    General  Kadwa was at  the scene.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Who was he wi th?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    He entered the scene wi th Br igadier  

Lewela ,  Colonel  Ludick.   Because that  is  why I  sa id,  where  

they stopped,  tha t  was where other  people were.   That  wi l l  

inc lude the employee of  that  company.   That  is  why even 

when my own Br igadier,  when she ar r ived,  she a lso stopped 

wi th them.  Then she came to me at  a la ter  s tage a lso,  but  10 

she d id not  take par t  in  what  was happening.   So,  I  d id  not  

know General  Khan.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Is  i t  possib le that  he could have been 

there and you d id  not  see h im?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  can be possib le,  Commissioners.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    So you cannot  d ispute that?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  cannot  d ispute that  one,  I  cannot .    

ADV POOE :    Can I  assist  here?  Colonel ,  maybe le t  us go 

to the statements  that  are in  the docket .   Because I  th ink  

once you go th rough the statements,  you wi l l  see that  he 20 

actual ly  p layed a  very s igni f icant  ro le  and i t  would  be odd 

that  you d id not  speak to h im.   Let  us star t  wi th  the 

statement  of  Mogoboya.   I t  s ta r ts  a t  page 113.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    One?   

ADV POOE :    113.    
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LT-COL SEBOLA :    Of  the f i rs t  bundle that  I  have?   

ADV POOE :    Yes,  the b ig bundle.   You wi l l  see there,  that  

is  the statement  of  a  Mashi le  Mogoboya,  who was a  

Sergeant  at  the t ime.   Do you recal l  h im at  a l l?    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  cannot  remember th is  one.    

ADV POOE :    Now,  he g ives an account  of  what  was 

happening at  the scene.   Of  importance,  I  th ink,  le t  us go to  

paragraph 9.   You wi l l  see in  the preceding paragraph 9 he 

ta lks about  the  scene and how there was f ights or  

arguments at  the scene.   And then at  paragraph 9,  he says :  10 

“A f ter  General  Khan arr ived at  the scene,  

he took over  the  scene and in terv iewed 

the f i rs t  responder to  the scene . ”   

Can you see that?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  I  am seeing i t .  

ADV POOE :    And then he goes on to say that  General  Khan 

spoke to,  he was standing next  to  Mashaba,  and :  

“ I  heard h im saying,  who cal led the 

General  here?  We want  to  leave w i th our  

th ings.   I f  he d id not  come here,  we were  20 

going to leave.   People l ike to  ca l l  too 

much.   I  can make or  s ta r t  to  ca l l  a lso i f  

i t  w i l l  end up sour. ”  

Can you see that?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  I  am seeing i t .    
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ADV POOE :    Yes,  so th is  off i cer  is  essent ia l l y  saying that  

not  only d id General  Khan arr ive,  but  that  Genera l  Khan 

took over  the scene and seems to suggest  that  he was 

in terv iewing or  a t  least  ta lk ing to  the suspects.   Can you 

see that?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  am seeing th is  statement .    

ADV POOE :    Now,  i f  we go to,  le t  us go to page 170.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    117? 

ADV POOE :    170.   And at  170,  you wi l l  see that  is  the  

statement  of  Bruce Paul  Bok  [?] .    10 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.  

ADV POOE :    Who is  the Uni t  Commander  of  Ser ious and 

Organised Cr imes.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.    

ADV POOE :    So i f  we go to paragraph 2,  the  second 

sentence,  he says :  

“At 11:55,  I  received a te lephone cal l  

f rom Major  General  Khan of  CI ,  who a lso  

asked me whether  I  had a Colonel  

Malu leke report ing to me and that  was in  20 

charge of  the  narcot ic  invest igat ion 

wi th in my uni t ,  to  which I  responded in  

the aff i rmat ive.   The General  fur ther  

stated that  he was going to arrest  my 

member who was on the scene,  namely 
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Colonel  Malu leke and Sergeant  Masoma,  

f rom my uni t  for  defeat ing the c ourse of  

just ice.   I  in formed the General  that  i f  

they have grounds to do so,  that  they 

must  p roceed. ”  

Can you see that?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  I  see i t .  

ADV POOE :    Then i f  we can,  I  am going to ask us to go to 

a d i f ferent  f i le  a l together.   I f  we can,  the f i le  wi th  Ms 

Maposho 's statement  and annexures.    10 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Page?   

ADV POOE :    Let  us star t  wi th  page 44.   Just  for  context ,  

th is  is  a statement  obta ined by IP ID f rom a,  I  am not  sure 

about  the rank,  but  a Sape,  Off icer  Sape,  who is  f rom the 

Dog Uni t  and had ar r ived at  the scene together  wi th  

Sergeant  Phakula ,  the one f rom K9.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.  

ADV POOE :    I f  we go to paragraph 2,  I  do not  want  us to  

read the whole th ing.   He star ts  wi th just  saying that  he was 

in formed by Warrant  Off icer  Phaku la  that  there was a t ruck,  20 

a ye l low t ruck,  and in formed that  the t ruck was used to  

t ransport  drugs f rom Durban Harbour and a lso pointed to  –  

sorry,  th is  i s  when they ar r ived at  the scene,  r ight?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.  

ADV POOE :    So,  he is  saying that  they met  up wi th Warrant  
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Off icer  Phakula ,  who then showed them the t ruck :  

“And said that  the yel low t ruck was 

t ransport ing drugs f rom Durban Harbour 

and a lso pointed us  to a t ruck dr iver  who 

was a lso p laced under arrest .   Warrant  

Off icer  Phakula  asked me to search the 

t ruck and h id a…”  

No,  my goodness,  I  cannot  read tha t  word :  

“…on the compartment  and was 

d ist racted by an Af r ican male who was 10 

cal led Rikhotso as they denied us  ent ry 

or  ex i t ing the scene so I  can use the dog 

and a lso accused us of  coming to escor t  

the drugs a l l  the way f rom Pretor ia . ”  

And there he deals wi th General  Khan and in formed them 

that  General  Khan :  

“We were a lso asked by General  Khan of  

our  involvement  on the scene and fur ther  

in formed h im tha t  our  Commander gave 

us permission to come. ”  20 

So he covers a lso General  Khan's  in tervent ion and General  

Khan quest ion ing  them about  the i r  presence.   Can you see 

that?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    But  th is  statement ,  Commissioner,  i s  

very st range to me.    
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ADV POOE :    Why is  i t?    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    S t range in  the  sense that  i f  rea l ly  he 

was there at  the  scene,  I  understand K9 members  dr ive a  

marked vehic le wi th a dog.   Then upon my arr iva l  there was 

no K9 bakkie  around the scene.   Except  to  say the only  

marked vehic le  was that  one and the  one dr iven by Capta in 

Optoff  o f  Fly ing Squad.    

 Again,  the names Sape and Phaku la  were  brought  

to  me.   They even cal led me volunteer ing to  submit  

s tatements.   I  know them.  And the reason why I  am saying 10 

th is  is  s t range because I  asked quest ions to say,  were you 

real ly  at  the scene?  They were g iv ing a cont radict ing  

vers ion to say,  we were st i l l  coming,  immediate ly when we 

entered there were a lo t  o f  po l ice,  we turned.   Then I  sa id,  

what  statement  are you going to g ive?  Then they le f t .  

 I  was only surpr ised when the defence was doing 

the presentat ion to say there  are  these statements.   Even 

Colonel  Malu leke,  who is  work ing under Colonel  Bok,  

requested to make a statement  to  me.   We had a chat  wi th  

h im.   We said,  what  statement?  What  ro le d id you p lay?  20 

Why d id you not  take over  the scene?  Because upon my 

ar r iva l ,  yes,  I  have not iced that  you were there.   What  d id 

you do?  He could not .   He was just  s tanding l ike an 

onlooker.    

ADV POOE :    Colonel ,  before you go too fa r,  I  have wr i t ten  
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here in  my notes that  we must  come back to deal  wi th  the 

statement  of  L ieutenant  Colonel  Malu lek e.   I  just  do not  

want ,  because I  know you want  to  comment  on the  

statement .   I  just  want  to  take you th rough a l l  o f  the 

statements that  ment ion General  Khan 's involvement  and 

then get  your  comment .   Just  to  say,  you see,  f rom what  we 

are reading,  i t  is  not  only Sape who you say is  

quest ionable.   There are more.   Can I  take you to the 

others?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  do understand that .   I  know.  10 

ADV POOE :    So,  to  your  point  about  why they were not  

there,  you wi l l  see in  paragraph 3  he deals  wi th why they 

le f t  the scene.   And that  was because the dog was in  the  

motor  vehic le in  the sun and they in formed General  Khan 

that  the dog was dehydrat ing ,  and i t  was at  that  po int  that  

they were a l lowed to leave.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    On Sape 's statement?   

ADV POOE :    Yes.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Paragraph 3?   

ADV POOE :    Yes.   Then i f  you go to –  just  to  p lace i t  on  20 

record that  even Phakula  f rom the Dog Uni t  recounts the 

same story as Off icer  Sape.   And then just  to  complete i t  

wi th  the statement  of  Sephungu that  is  in  the docket ,  i f  we 

can go to page 223.   Unfor tunate ly,  th is  statement  does not  

have paragraph numbers,  but  the th i rd paragraph that  s tar ts  
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wi th  at  about  …[intervenes] .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    A t  about .    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Ja:  

“ I  again received a ca l l  f rom General  

Khan who asked me i f  the member 

Warrant  Off i cer  Phakula  in formed about  

the operat ion.   I  to ld  h im that  he  cal led 

me and in formed me about  the operat ion.   

He fur ther  to ld me that  he was go ing to 

ar rest  the member because h is  story  10 

does not  make i t  up. ”  

I  am going to go perhaps saying that  the story does not  add 

up.   So,  in  addi t ion to the off icers,  Magane and Phakula ,  

who speak about  General  Khan 's involvement ,  h is  

par t ic ipat ion is  a lso conf i rmed by a l l  o f  these peop le that  

were contacted by General  Khan f rom the scene where he 

was making enqui r ies about  the member 's  p resence.    

 And what  is  a lso s igni f i cant  about  what  the  

superv isors say,  so Bok and Sephungu,  they say very 

c lear ly  that  General  Khan in formed them that  the i r  members 20 

were going to be ar rested.   So,  i t  seems to me that  General  

Khan p layed a s igni f icant  ro le at  the scene.    

 Mogoboya goes as far  as saying  that  he was in  

charge of  the scene at  a par t i cu lar  point .   And so  to me,  

your  answer to  Commissioner Baloyi  seems insuff i c ient  
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because i t  appears f rom the docket  that  Khan p layed a very  

s igni f i cant  ro le,  a t  least  in  the t ime that  he was there.   And 

just  to  say that  General  Kadwa does a lso conf i rm that  

General  Khan was at  the scene and gave h im a br ie f ing.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  th ink I  have answered i t  to  say I  never  

in teracted wi th General  Khan.   I  even fur ther  say on the 

issue that  can you d ispute the fac t  that  General  Khan was 

there,  I  am st i l l  saying I  cannot  d ispute i f  he was there.   But  

the only th ing that  I  d id ,  I  never had any contact  wi th  

General  Khan.    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    I f  he had taken over  the scene,  would you 

not  have seen tha t?  Because one of  the statements  that  Ms 

Pooe refer red us  to says that  General  Khan took over  the 

scene.   I f  that  had happened,  would you not  have seen i t?    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Commissioners …[ intervenes] .   

CHAIRPERSON :    Especia l l y  as I  understand the s i tuat ion,  

you were now in charge of  the scene.   Or not?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  would never  have happened when I  

am in charge of  the scene.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   So how do you expla in the  20 

statement  that  says he took over  the scene?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No,  I  am saying when I  took over  the 

scene,  I  got  i t  f rom Sergeant  Ndo u.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  I  know,  I  know.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.  
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CHAIRPERSON :    So which would mean that  he e i ther  took 

the scene over  f rom you or  fur ther  down the l ine f rom 

somebody who might  have taken i t  over  f rom you ,  but  I  do 

not  th ink anybody e lse took i t  over  f rom you.   So,  would you 

not  have seen h im i f  he had taken over  the scene?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  would have seen h im.   Unless i f  he  

came before  me.   Because when I  looked at  the t ime f rame,  

they speak about  someone saying  n ine,  the other  one is  

saying 10.   But  I  do not  want  to  use …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Before does not  seem, does not  look 10 

possib le.   Not  on the in format ion that  we have.   I  am saying  

before does not  look possib le.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Does not  look possib le.   Even in  my 

presence,  i t  d id  not  happen.    

CHAIRPERSON :    So,  my quest ion  then is ,  a re you able to  

expla in the statement  that  says that  at  some stage he took 

over  the scene?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No,  he d id not .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    You see,  what  he  says in  h is  sta tement ,  20 

th is  i s  General  Khan,  he says when he le f t ,  he  le f t  the 

scene,  he le f t  General  Kadwa in charge of  the scene.   That  

is  what  Khan says.   He is  at  the scene at  some point  that  

you say you were in  charge o f .   He approached the 

members who were standing next  to  the b lack  bakkie ,  so we 
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know he was at  the scene.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    In  fact ,  Phakula  does say that  he  was at  

some point ,  they were made to stand next  to  the bakkie:  

“He int roduced h imsel f  as Khan.   I  asked 

them what  they were doing there.   Then 

one of  them was Ma lu leke to ld me that  

th is  was h is operat ion and that  he was 

f rom the DPCI Pretor ia .   These are the 

members that  a re standing next  to  the 10 

b lack vehic le. ”  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.  

ADV BALOYI SC :     

“ I  asked h im who h is Commander  was 

and he said Colonel  Bok.   He gave me 

the number whom I  ca l led.   Bok to ld me 

he was not  aware  of  the operat ion. ”  

I  th ink Ms Pooe has done that  wi th  you.   Then he says :  

“ I  then saw a member that  I  recognised 

on the scene,  Warrant  Off i cer  Phakula . ”  20 

And Phakula  does say that  th is  man was there.   We know 

that  Phakula  would have been on your vers ion be cordoned 

to the scene.   So,  Phakula  would have been there because 

in  the end he is  one of  the people  that  a re ar rested.   Khan 

says I  saw Phakula  there.    
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LT-COL SEBOLA :    Right .  

ADV BALOYI SC :     

“ I  asked h im the same quest ion,  

requested the number of  h is  super io r.   He 

then spoke to Magane,  the member who 

was dr iv ing the b lack bakkie.   He to ld me 

h is name,  asked h im for  the deta i ls  of  h is  

super ior  and he to ld me that  he d id not  

know he was just  about  to  accompany h is 

f r iend,  Mashaba,  to  the operat ion.   I  10 

decided that  more invest igat ion is  

requi red.   I  ca l led  Kadwa. ”  

So General  Khan cal l s  Kadwa.   General  Khan is  on the  

scene.   He cal ls  Kadwa,  General  Kadwa rather :  

“ I  requested h im to come to the scene.   I  

a lso cal led General  Lekalakala. ”  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    General  Lekalakala was there.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    So,  Khan is  p lac ing h imsel f  on the 

scene.   He a lso cal l s  Kadwa.   You say you were to ld la ter  

that  Kadwa was there standing.   Then he cal led somebody 20 

e lse,  Maisela,  who is  the Commander  of  Mashaba,  who to ld  

h im they were looking for  Mashaba and they d id not  know 

about  the operat ion :  

“Kadwa  and Lekalakala arr ived on the 

scene.   He expla ined the s i tuat ion to 



     14 MAY 2026 – DAY 108 

Page 139  o f  194  

 

 

them.  Af ter  a few minutes,  I  le f t  the 

scene and then I  in formed my Div is ional  

Commissioner and then I  received a ca l l  

f rom Sephungu who asked me for  

permission to v is i t  the scene.   I  to ld  h im 

to p lease contact  Kadwa who was le f t  in 

charge of  the scene. ”  

So on General  Khan 's account ,  you were never in  charge of  

the scene.   That  is  on h is account .   You were never on the 

scene.   And th is  i s  a statement ,  i t  is  par t  o f  the docket .   You 10 

were never in  charge of  the scene.   Kadwa was in  charge of  

the scene.    

 What  I  am seeking to make sense of  is  in  your  

statement ,  you do not  ment ion Kadwa.   In  your  ev idence,  

you say you were to ld he was there.   So on your account ,  

he was just  inact ive there ,  but  Khan p laces h im on the 

scene.   Phakula  makes h im act ive on the scene because 

Phakula  expla ins  th is  i s  what  Khan d id,  which co incides 

wi th what  Khan has done here in  h is  statement .    

 We have a lso seen WhatsApp exchanges between 20 

Khan and Phakula ,  which conf i rm that  Khan was on the  

scene.   So,  that  you do not  ment ion h im at  a l l  is  the f i rs t  

cur ios i ty.   But  two,  and Kadwa as wel l ,  one.   And then two,  

that  you say you could not  have seen h im,  you d id not  see 

h im.    
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 I t  is  d i f f icu l t  to  comprehend i f  you were in  charge.   

So in  my mind,  i t  would make sense i f  you were  not  in  

charge of  the scene,  r ight?  I f  you were not  p lac ing yoursel f  

as  the in  charge of  the scene,  I  would say I  can see how 

you may have missed h im.   Maybe you were focussing on 

other  th ings.    

 But  as the in  charge of  the scene,  forget  for  now 

that  there is  th is  cont radict ion here of  who was in  charge of  

the scene,  in  fact ,  because you say you were,  Khan says he 

was,  and then he says he le f t  Kadwa in charge of  the  scene.   10 

Forget  for  a second that .   I f  you were in  charge of  the  

scene,  you must ,  you would have known Khan is  there,  

g iven how he descr ibes what  he was doing.  

 Forget  what  Sape says and the s t rangeness in  h is  

statement .   Let  us work just  wi th  what  Khan h imse l f  says,  

that  a General  who p laces h imsel f  as being that  act ive on a 

scene,  e i ther  you were not  on the same scene wi th h im,  and 

so you d id not  see any of  that ,  or  he is  being unt ruthfu l  

about  being on the scene and being as act ive,  o r  you are  

the one that  i s  being unt ruthfu l  about  seeing h im,  not  20 

seeing h im on the scene,  and therefore not  account ing for  

h im.   But  that  a lso goes fo r  Kadwa as wel l .  

 I  th ink you have  –  there has to be an explanat ion  

for  that ,  which is  at  best  cur ious.   And maybe le t  me f in ish 

off  by saying that  even i f  you had not  seen h im on the 
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scene,  you come to know,  you say,  through the IPID 

process,  and for  purposes of  our  d iscussion now,  I  am 

prepared to assume or  accept  tha t  i t  is  the f i rs t  t ime that  

you came to know that  Khan was on the scene when you are 

now deal ing wi th the IPID process.    

 You prepared th is  statement  to  the Commission  

very recent ly.   You do not  say,  and I  would have expected 

you to say,  I  was in formed,  I  learned la ter  that  General  

Khan was on the  scene,  and I  see th is  f rom other  people 's  

statements,  because i t  is  your  docket .    10 

 So I  see i t  in  the docket ,  but  I  actual ly  only became 

aware of  i t  when I  deal t  wi th  the IPID.   You are complete ly 

quiet  about  Khan's presence at  the scene,  complete ly.   

Kadwa,  you min imise h is ro le to  being a bystander.   That  is ,  

I  do not  understand i t .    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Sorry,  Commiss ioner,  Kadwa d id?    

ADV BALOYI SC :    You said in  your  statement ,  you said 

very l i t t le  about  Kadwa as wel l .   I  remember not ing i t  

somewhere.   In  fact ,  you refer red to h im in  qui te  a 

confusing way.   A t  paragraph 11 of  your  statement ,  you say :  20 

“Colonel  Ludick then arr ived immediate ly  

af ter  he dropped h is phone wi th General  

Kadwa,  and Br igadier  Lewela and I  

approached Colonel  Ludick. ”  

So that  is  the only ment ion of  Kadwa that  I  p icked up,  and 
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p lease correct  me i f  I  am wrong ,  in  your  statement .   And 

then in  your  ora l  ev idence when you were test i fy ing now,  

ear l ie r  in  the day,  you said,  wel l ,  ja ,  Kadwa I  heard la ter  

that  he was there .   He was standing there somewhere,  but  

he never p layed any act ive ro le.   I  th ink that  is  how I  

remember your ev idence.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Kadwa or  Khan,  Commissioner?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Kadwa,  Kadwa,  Kadwa.   So I  am saying  

two th ings to  you.   Your statement  is  complete ly s i len t  about  

Khan,  even your  ora l  ev idence,  complete ly quiet ,  s i lent  10 

about  General  Khan.   You are s i len t  about  h im,  even as you 

have a docket  of  s tatements that  p lace h im on the  scene,  

and h is own sta tement  where he p laces h imsel f  on the 

scene.   You say noth ing.  

 Not  even,  I  la te r  became aware when I  was deal ing  

wi th IPID that  General  Khan was there,  and th is  i s  what  he 

is  supposed to have done.   You do not  say anyth ing l ike that  

to  us in  your  sta tement .   So ,  reading your statement ,  you 

g ive the impression,  because you are account ing,  i t  is  your  

scene,  you are account ing for  what  happened in  the t ime 20 

that  you were there.  

 Your statement  g ives the impression,  oh,  th is  is  a l l  

the people that  were there.   You ment ion many,  many 

names.   You do not  ment ion Khan.   So,  Khan was not  there  

when one reads your statement  because noth ing  is  sa id  
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about  h im.   And then you ment ion Kadwa in passing,  in  

paragraph 11.   Someone was ta lk ing to h im.  

 I  have read for  you that  paragraph 11.   You say 

Ludick immediate ly,  he ar r ived immediate ly af te r  he dropped 

h is phone wi th Kadwa,  and that  is  a l l  you say about  Kadwa.   

And in  your  ora l  ev idence now,  test imony,  you said you la ter  

learned that  Kadwa was there standing somewhere .   You d id 

not  deal  wi th  h im on the scene.   I  th ink that  is  how I  

remember your ev idence.   So what  I  am put t ing to you is  i t  

is  qui te  st range  …[intervenes] .  10 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Commissioner,  maybe I  d id not  –  can I  

get  c la r i ty  in  terms of  General  Kadwa?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    But  the Commissioner is  saying I  la ter  

learned that  he is  there.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  th ink I  understood you in  your  ora l  

ev idence that  you say Kadwa was there,  but  he p layed no 

act ive ro le.   Am I  wrong in  my recol lect ion of  that  ev idence?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    You are correct ,  Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes.   That  is  something you say in  your  20 

ora l  ev idence,  r ight?  But  Khan says he le f t  h im in  charge of  

the scene.   And so what  I  am put t ing to you,  or  what  I  am 

ra is ing wi th  you as a mat ter  of  concern,  and that  at  th is  

point  requi res a sat is factory explanat ion,  is  how could you 

have missed the presence of  Khan i f  you were in  charge of  
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the scene?   

 And he te l ls  us in  that  s tatement  what  he d id on the  

scene.   I  assume Khan has no reason to l ie  about  being on 

the scene.   He has no reason to l ie  about  i t .   So,  he p laces 

h imsel f  on the scene.   How could you not  have seen h im i f  

th is  was your scene?  That  does requi re an explanat ion.   

You may answer.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Commissioner,  I  s t i l l  mainta in I  d id  not  

see General  Khan on the scene.   I  d id  not  in te ract  wi th  

General  Khan on the scene.   For  h im to say General  Kadwa 10 

was in  charge of  the scene,  I  do not  know where he get  i t  

f rom.   Because General  Kadwa,  even when Colonel  Steyn 

was there,  Colonel  Steyn was the one who was br ie f ing 

General  Kadwa.    

 That  is  why I  cannot  say anyth ing about  h im.   Even 

when the Br igadier  ar r i ved,  I  was not  the one who was 

br ie f ing h im about  i t  because I  br ie fed Colonel  Steyn.   He 

was ta lk ing to th is .   And then a lso I  get  to  know that  the 

other  General  present  there was General  Lekalakala .   I  d id  

not  see,  the two I  d id  not  see.  20 

 I  s t i l l  mainta in when I  took over  the scene,  I  never  

came across that .   When I  was engaging wi th Rikhotso ,  yes,  

he conf i rmed that .   I t  is  just  that  maybe you were not  

carefu l .   Khan was there.   But  to  me,  I  d id  not  see.   I  never  

engaged General  Khan .   I  never ta lked to h im on the  scene.   
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And General  Khan was never in  charge of  my scene.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    What  does being in  charge of  the 

scene mean?  I t  is  a  b i t  confusing because a lo t  o f  people  

say i t .   Does i t  mean g iv ing ins t ruct ions as regards the 

bags,  where they should go?  They are off loading f rom the 

b lack bakkie,  they are opening and the test ing of  the 

Cocaine in  the manner that  you descr ibed  and then g iv ing 

inst ruct ions to  the photographer to  take photos and packing 

the exhib i ts  in  the  evidence bags ?   

 Or does i t  mean somebody at  the gate stopping 10 

other  people f rom coming in?  I  am a b i t  lost  because a lo t  

o f  people are saying,  th is  one was in  charge,  to ld  us we 

cannot  come in.   This one said the Dog Uni t  cannot  come 

in.   But  i t  is  not  c lear  to  me at  th is  stage when they refer  to 

the scene,  a re they referr ing  to the bags and inst ruct ions in  

re lat ion to the bags ,  o r  exact ly  what  are they refer r ing to?  

What  i s  your  understanding when somebody says I  was in  

charge of  the scene?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I f  I  am in charge of  the scene,  I  am now 

the cr ime scene manager.   I  am now taking note of  each and 20 

everyth ing that  is  wi th in the scene.   Even g iv ing inst ruct ions 

of  what  needs to be done,  who needs to be cal led,  who 

needs to do what .   That  is  the in -charge that  I  am ta lk ing  

about .    

 This is  what  my ro le was.   I  was in  charge of  the  
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scene.   I f  they are saying  they were in -charge,  maybe they 

can expla in.   Who d id they cal l  f rom LCRC?  The record  

they were keeping.   Who was keeping the record of  

register ing those exhib i t s  in  the SAP13?  They must  a lso 

expla in to  that ,  because I  know i t  was me.  

 When I  am saying I  am in  charge,  should there be 

anyth ing that  goes wrong wi th in that  scene,  the only person 

that  wi l l  answer,  be responsib le,  is  the person who is  the 

cr ime scene manager,  who is  in  charge of  the scene.   Those 

standing at  the gate prevent ing people f rom enter ing,  they 10 

wi l l  be just  assist ing.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Is  i t  possib le for  somebody to be in  

charge of  the scene and prompt ly  leave and leave i t  to  

somebody e lse who then a lso prompt ly  leave the scene?  

Can you cal l  those people in  charge of  the scene?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    They are not  in  charge of  the  scene.   

When you are in  charge of  the scene,  we take over  the  

scene unt i l  i ts  f ina l i ty.   We must  know what  was the last  

th ing that  happened.   When we are  now c lear ing the  scene,  

I  wi l l  be able to  say,  now af ter  the scene has been c leared,  20 

I  have to compi le  my inc ident  report  about  what  t ranspi red 

there.   That  was the person who was in  charge of  the  

scene.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Did you know General  Lekalakala?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  d id  not  know h im.    
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    In  June,  Ju ly 2021.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  d id  not  know h im.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Did you see General  Lekalakala  

there?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  d id  not  see h im.   But  somewhere af ter  

I  was to ld that  a lso General  Lekalakala  was there.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Because General  Khan says he le f t :  

“Kadwa and the Lekalakala  ar r ived on the 

scene at  12 :00 hours on the 9 t h  o f  Ju ly 

2021.   I  expla ined the s i tuat ion to them, I  10 

in t roduced them to the Risk Manager of  

the Scania  warehouse.   A f ter  a few 

minutes,  I  le f t  the  scene. ”  

Do you want  to  comment  or  say anyth ing about  tha t?  Were 

you aware of  that?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No,  I  am coming out  because I  do not  

know where i t  happened,  but  i t  d id  not  happen ins ide my 

scene.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    You see,  Colonel ,  th is  i s  your  docket ,  so 

maybe le t  me ask you a quest ion.   This i s  your  docket  and 20 

General  Khan 's statement  that  we are refer r ing to is  in  your  

docket .   Unless you say to us  you have not  read the 

contents of  the docket ,  for  whatever  reason,  maybe there is  

an explanat ion fo r  i t .    

 I f  you have read General  Khan's statement ,  which  
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is  in  your  docket ,  then the quest ion is ,  he says th ings that  

you d isagree wi th .   When he says,  I  was at  the scene,  I  d id  

a l l  o f  these th ings,  you d isagree wi th h im because you say I  

never saw al l  o f  that .   But  maybe the one that  d i rect ly  

cont radicts you is  where he says Kadwa was le f t  in  charge.   

He says that  in  the statement .    

 You say,  no,  that  is  nonsense.   Sor ry,  noth ing o f  

such happened.   You d isagree wi th  h im complete ly.   You say 

I  was in  charge of  the scene.   Now,  you have that  s tatement 

in  your  docket .   What  have you done?  Have you spoken to 10 

General  Khan?  Is  there a record where th is  is  your  vers ion  

that  cont radicts h im is  recorded?  I  would th ink something  

that  important ,  you would have seen the statement  and you 

would have said,  General ,  le t  us  s i t  down ,  what  are you 

ta lk ing about?  Did you do that?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Commissioners ,  I  have never even sat  

down wi th Genera l  Khan wi th respect  to  the statement .   The 

statement ,  I  do not  know what  prompted those who obta ined 

i t  to  br ing i t  to  my docket .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    So you do not  know the  contents of  your  20 

docket .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  why I  w i l l  s t i l l  mainta in that  that  

which General  Khan is  saying is  not  t rue.   He was not  in  

charge of  my scene.   That  which General  Khan is  saying,  

General  Kadwa was in  charge of  the scene ,  i t  is  not  t rue.   I t  
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is  not  t rue.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And you say he was not  on the  scene 

because you wou ld have seen h im.   I t  is  your  scene.   You 

would have seen h im.   Can we at  least  accept  that?   That  i f  

he had been there,  you would have seen h im.   I t  is  your  

scene.   He says I  was at  the scene.   I  d id  A,  B,  C,  D on the 

scene.    

 So I  am put t ing to you th is .   Let  us assume he is  

te l l ing the t ruth.  

Let  us assume he is  te l l ing the t ruth that  he was on the  10 

scene.   Let  us assume he is  te l l ing  the t ruth when he says I  

in t roduced,  I  went  and in t roduced,  I  th ink,  Kadwa or  

somebody to the Risk Manager  of  Scania and I  asked th is  

gent leman,  who are you?  Who is  your  Commander?  I f  a l l  

o f  that  happened on your scene,  General  Khan d id that .  

 And I  am saying to you,  assume,  le t  us assume for  

purposes of  my quest ion,  that  a l l  o f  that  which he descr ibes 

happened on a scene where you say you were in  charge ,  

you would have seen h im.   That  must  be so.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Commissioner,  le t  me just  say i t  again.   20 

I  d id  not  know General  Khan by then.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  but  you would have seen any 

member.   Let  me s impl i f y  i t  for  you.   I t  is  your  scene.   I f  

anyone spoke to  the three gent lemen that  were there,  r ight ,  

i f  anyone d id the  th ings that  General  Khan c la ims he was 
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do ing,  you would have known.   You may not  have known the 

name and maybe la ter  be to ld,  oh ,  that  was General  Khan,  

in  fact ,  that  d id that .   That  person that  d id that  is  Khan.    

 The proposi t ion I  am making to you is  i t  is  your  

scene.   You are in  cont ro l  o f  i t .   You are inst ruct ing  who is  

doing what  so you know who are the people that  are act ive 

on th is  scene.   I f  General  Khan or  any pol ice off i cer  had 

been there and doing what  Genera l  Khan said he d id on the 

scene,  you would have known.    

 You would have seen that  person.   I t  could not  10 

happen wi thout  you being away,  otherwise you are not  fu l l y  

in  charge of  the scene then.   I  want  to  assume you were 

fu l ly  in  charge of  the scene,  so you would have seen th is .   

Maybe you do not  know i t  i s  Khan,  but  you see a pol ice 

off icer  who is  ta lk ing to your suspects.   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Commissioner,  I  d id  not  see.   

Immediate ly when I  was busy my suspect ,  nobody in teracted 

wi th them …[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Yes,  that  i s  not  my quest ion.   I  am past  

that  …[intervenes] .  20 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I f  …[ intervenes] .   

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l low me to repeat  so that  we do not  

waste any more  t ime on th is .   You say you d id not  see h im 

and you are going to repeat  that .   That  i s  why I  am stopping 

you.   That  is  your  answer.   So I  am put t ing a proposi t ion to 



     14 MAY 2026 – DAY 108 

Page 151  o f  194  

 

 

you that  i f  you were in  charge of  the scene as you say you 

are and General  Khan or  any pol ice off icer  does what  

General  Khan descr ibes,  he says I  d id  th is ,  I  d id  that ,  I  d id 

that .   I f  any pol ice off icer  d id tha t  on your scene that  you 

would have been in  charge of ,  you would have seen i t .    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    kay.   So on that  proposi t ion,  i t  must  

mean then that  General  Khan is  being unt ruthfu l  when he 

says he was on the scene and he d id these k ind of  th ings.   

You would have seen h im.   So ,  we must  assume unt i l  he  10 

comes and expla ins h imsel f  that  in  fact  he is  unt ruthfu l  

because you would have seen h im i f  he was there.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  would have seen h im.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    A l l  r ight ,  thank you.    

ADV POOE :    Colonel ,  just  as a fo l low-up,  who exact ly  gets  

to  say which statements are compi led in to the docket?   

Because you seem to suggest  that  you do not  know the 

reason for  which some of  these sta tements were added.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Somet imes at  the inst ruct ion  of  the 

Prosecutor.    20 

ADV POOE :    And the Prosecutor  would be inst ruct ing who?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    The Invest igat ing Off icer.    

ADV POOE :    So you yoursel f?    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  yes.    

ADV POOE :    So then does that  mean the Khan sta tement ,  
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which is  dated f rom July 2021 ,  would have been added by 

who?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Maybe we are s t i l l  go ing there.    

ADV POOE :    You do not  know?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No.   I  sa id that  s tatement  was brought  

to  me.    

ADV POOE :    I t  was brought  to  you?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.    

ADV POOE :    By who?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Then I  asked the Prosecutor  because 10 

she then said there is  th is  a l legat ion of  General  Khan.  

ADV POOE :    Yes.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Then I  got  in fo rmed by Colonel ,  I  th ink 

i t  is  Colonel  Steyn,  br ing ing the statement  to  me to say th is  

is  the statement  that  is  needed at  cour t .   Then I  just  

a t tached i t ,  I  took the docket  to  cour t .   A t  that  s tage ,  I  have 

never even engaged wi th General  Khan.   Only t ime that  I  

know of  General  Khan wi th regard  to the mat ter  is  when I  

was sent  to  pr ison ,  that  go and obta in a Phakula ’s  

s tatement .   He to ld General  Khan that  he wanted to te l l  you 20 

something.  

ADV POOE :    I  suppose,  so you get  g iven th is  statement  

and you do not  read i t?    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Because i t  is  just  that  I  d id  not  even,  I  

d id  not  have in tent ion because the statement  that  they are  
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ta lk ing about ,  i t  was not  assist ing me in  the mat ter  that  I  am 

invest igat ing.   They are just  say ing obta in statement  of  

Khan.   I  checked th is .   I  d id  not  –  in  fact ,  I  was not  

in terested in  h is  s tatement .  

ADV POOE :    So you checked …[in tervenes] .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Because he was not  going to assist  me.   

I  d id  not  see h im.   L ike Malu leke,  he is  phoning me,  can I  

make statement?   I  sa id,  what?  And he was at  the scene,  

but  he said he d id not  p lay any ro le.   In  fact ,  I  am not  

suggest ing something.   I  am just  saying that  s tatement ,  the 10 

reason why I  …[in tervenes] .  

ADV POOE :    Colonel ,  my d i f f icu l ty  is  you say you checked 

i t  and then for  you to conclude that  i t  does help  w i th your  

invest igat ion,  you must  have read i t .   And i f  you read i t ,  he 

then c lear ly  says that  he p layed a s igni f i cant  ro le.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Of  which he d id  not .    

ADV POOE :    So,  but  you then look at  i t ,  you th ink he is  

unt ruthfu l  because he d id not  p lay a par t .    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    He d id not  p lay a par t  on that  mat ter.  

ADV POOE :    And because he is  now a General  in  Cr ime 20 

Inte l l igence  and here  is  a statement  f rom him that  you now 

say is  unt ruthfu l ,  you d id what?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    You know,  somet imes ,  Commissioners,  I  

must  s tate,  we even used to  st ruggle wi th obta in ing 

statement  of  people of  Cr ime Inte l l igence  that  they are not  



     14 MAY 2026 – DAY 108 

Page 154  o f  194  

 

 

supposed to submit  s tatements.   That ,  I  am saying ,  where I  

am seated,  for  the request  of  that  s tatement ,  i t  is  a lso 

st range.   I t  was a lso st range to me.   I  do not  know for  what  

purpose,  for  what  in tent ion was the statement  brought  to  

me.    

ADV POOE :    Okay,  so le t  us get  th is  st ra ight .   You get  a 

statement  that  you read and conclude is  fa lse because that  

d id not  happen.   And you do not  know why the statement  is  

there,  but  you do noth ing.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  d id  not  do anyth ing.    10 

ADV POOE :    Okay.   And then re lated to that ,  Colone l ,  there 

are two other  statements that  we went  th rough in  the  docket  

f rom Bok and Sephungu,  who a lso speak about  General  

Khan 's involvement .   Those statements,  were you fami l ia r  

wi th  them?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    The one of  Sephungu that  I  obta ined 

was the one that  I  obta ined,  I  th ink,  on the 10 t h ,  when the  

people were appear ing on that  day.    

ADV POOE :    Yes,  so i t  is  a lso dated July.   And there too,  

he notes Khan 's involvement ,  inc luding that  Khan to ld h im 20 

he is  going to ar rest  h is  members.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Commissioners ,  i t  is  just  that  i f  maybe 

we are having the invest igat ion d iary,  I  do not  know as to 

whether  we have the copy of  the invest igat ion  d ia ry.   

Wherein,  because I  know mysel f ,  whatever  statement  I  
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obta in,  the invest igat ion d ia ry wi l l  speak to that  s tatement .   

This is  what  I  just  want  to  br ing.    

 Any statement ,  even Sephungu submit ted the  

statement  to  me that  he p laced the  member on duty.   This i s  

what  he is  te l l ing  me.   When I  get  to  check h is behaviour  

and h is conduct  on Saturday,  before he could submit  the  

statement ,  I  saw that  th is  man is  not  going to assist  me.   

Then I  checked on h im.  

 He is  p lac ing members on duty,  then he is  on leave.   

That  is  why,  i f  we go to the invest igat ion d iary,  i t  wi l l  speak 10 

to i t .   I  sa id  the so -and-so opted to  make a statement .   Then 

I  a t tached the sta tement  as per  a so -and-so.   Real is ing that  

I  am not  happy wi th the statement ,  I  d id  a fo l low -up wi th the  

statement  that  I  obta ined to say th is  member is  no t  te l l ing  

the t ruth.    

 That  is  when I  p icked up that  th is  man between the  

dates of  th is  inc ident  and the court  appearances of  th is  

member,  th is  man is  on leave ,  but  he is  p lac ing  h imsel f  

there.   But  the s tatement ,  I  sa id,  no ,  because I  wanted to  

account  for  that  s tatement .   That  second statement  that  I  20 

must  account  fo r,  the  second statement  of  Sephungu.   I  do  

not  know,  I  am s t i l l  saying,  I  do not  know at  what  stage  i t  

was brought  to  my at tent ion.   I  do not  want  to  associate  

mysel f  wi th  the statement .   I  d id  no t  take two statements of  

Sephungu.  
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ADV POOE :    Okay.   So,  in  essence,  the statement  was 

brought  by somebody e lse and you d id not  consider  i t  

because you deemed Sephungu unt ruthfu l  because he was 

on leave.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Ja,  and …[ intervenes] .   

ADV POOE :    And the in teract ions you would have had wi th  

h im?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Commissioners,  the f i rs t  s tatement  that  

I  obta ined of  Sephungu ind icated to me that  he is  unt ruthfu l .   

I  do not  want  to  enter ta in the issue of  the second 10 

statement .   Maybe,  yes,  there  was th is  conversat ion 

between h im and General  Khan ,  but  that  is  why that  one I  

cannot  deny.   That  is  the reason why maybe he submit ted  

the statement .   But  to  whom?  I  s t i l l  mainta in to  say he d id  

not  submit  the sta tement  to  me.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    General  Khan?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No,  Sephungu.   Now I  understand.   

Now,  I  have to accept  the statement  that  I  was not  even par t  

o f  the one of  Sephungu.   I  d id  not  know that  such statement  

is  at tached in  my do cket .    20 

ADV POOE :    Okay …[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    You know about  General  Khan 's 

statement?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  I  know about  General  Khan's  

statement .  
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ADV BALOYI SC :    You know about  i t?    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    You took i t?   You asked fo r  i t?    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No,  no,  no,  no.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    How does i t  land in  your  docket?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  was brought  to  me.  

ADV BALOYI SC :    By who?  And how?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  came wi th Colonel  Steyn.   I f  you can 

check,  even the person who commissioned that  s tatement  I  

be l ieve is  Colonel  Steyn.    10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    But  you became aware of  i t?    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  became aware  of  the statement .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    And you became aware that  he p laces 

h imsel f  on the scene qui te  act ive ly?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Which takes me to my ear l ier  quest ion  

that  when you see that  and you know i t  i s  not  t rue,  

accord ing to you,  what  do you do about  i t?   Why do you do 

noth ing about  i t?    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    To be honest ,  Commissioner,  I  d id  not  20 

in ter rogate the statement  of  h im p lacing.   I  have just  seen 

the statement  and yes,  he was on the scene.   He admit ted  

that  he was on the scene,  but  I  d id  not  p ick up that  th ing  

because i f  he was p lac ing Genera l  K adwa to be managing 

the scene.   Maybe he can in terpre t  that  being in  charge of  
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the scene is  not  me.   But  in  essence,  he was not .    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Wel l ,  i t  is  not  just  a  case of  

in ter rogat ing the  statement .   His statement  is  about  that .   

Every par t  o f  i t  is  about  h im being contacted,  h im ar r iv ing at  

the scene,  h im doing th is  and that ,  and then at  some point  

leaving.   So ,  i t  is  not  something that  you f ind because you 

have in terrogated the statement .   I t  is  something that  is  on  

the face of  the statement .    

 But  I  re fer  to  the  statement  only to  ind icate to  you 

that  even Khan h imsel f  p laces h imsel f  on the scene,  but  a 10 

whole lo t  o f  people p lace h im on the scene,  inc luding an 

employee of  Scania.   There is  a recant  who p laces h im on 

the scene who says Khan arr ived.   I  ca l led Khan because I  

am a fo rmer –  in  h is  d isc ip l inary hear ing  he says,  wel l ,  I  

ca l led h im because I  knew him.   I  used to work  for  the  

pol ice and I  ca l led h im when I  heard whi le  I  was st i l l  a t  

home that  there are people at  my company and I  ca l led  

Khan and Khan d id arr ive.  

 So,  you have mul t ip le  people who are p lac ing h im 

on the scene and my or ig inal  quest ion to you stands that  20 

f rom your own docket ,  you would have known that  they say 

Khan was there,  f rom your own docket ,  f rom your IPID 

engagement .   You know there is  a story about  Khan being 

there.    

 You were in  charge of  the scene.   You do not  
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ment ion Khan being there.   Not  on ly that ,  you a lso do not  

ment ion that  I  heard much la ter  and I  see f rom sta tements  

that  people say Khan was there and that  he was doing A ,  B,  

C,  D.   I  never became aware of  i t .   And your s i lence about  

h im suggests,  may in  fact  suggest  that  you made the 

del iberate decis ion to keep h im out  of  your  story because 

unt i l  i t  is  expla ined sat is factor i ly  by you why he does not  

feature at  a l l  in  your  test imony,  wr i t ten and ora l ,  i t  g ives the 

impression you made a decis ion to  keep h is name out  unt i l  

the pr ison v is i t .    10 

 I  know you are go ing to speak about  the pr ison v is i t  

to  Phakula,  and you speak about  h im there ,  but  h is  

presence at  the scene ,  i t  seems –  i t  g ives me,  le t  me speak 

for  mysel f ,  the uncomfor table impression that  you made a  

del iberate decis ion to keep General  Khan 's name out  of  

your  mouth and out  of  your  statement .   You can comment ,  

but  that  is  –  ja ,  I  have shared wi th you the impression that  I  

am get t ing about  th is  i ssue.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  I  got  that  Commissioner,  bu t  le t  me 

just  –  wi th  regard to one Mr Francois Ricard [?]  on the  20 

statement  that  he  made ,  that  was never ref lected ,  unless i f  

he made the second statement  when IP ID was invest igated.    

 Francois  Ricard,  i f  he is  the person that  was dr iv ing  

the b lack jeep ,  never made ment ion to me of  General  Khan.   

He expla ined ,  when upon enter ing ,  what  he observed ,  going 
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back to where he drove past  the road b lock meant  by other  

people ,  then that  was . . . [ ind ist inct ]  that  one I  th ink  is  the  

person that  I  in terv iewed .   

 But  none of  them when I  was in terv iewing them 

indicated to me that  th is  is  the person that  we were deal ing  

wi th.   I  could not  have ignored what  happened .   Because i f  I  

was aware that  he once p laced h imsel f  on the scene ,  I  

would have in terv iewed h im one -on-one because I  d id  not  

get  that  par t  to  say,  before you could arr ive ,  there was th is  

in teract ion of  you are suspect  and so -and-so.   I  d id  not  get  10 

that ,  Commissioners ,  and I  d id  not  del iberate ly ignored the 

presence of  General  Khan on the scene.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you,  Colonel .   Thank you,  Ms 

Pooe.    

ADV POOE :    Thank you.   Colonel ,  i t  is  worth not ing that  

just  in  the docket ,  a t  least  f ive ind iv iduals ,  inc luding Khan,  

p laces themselves at  the scene .   And some of  these 

statements were taken in  the same month of  the  inc ident .   

So,  th is  is  in  Ju ly dur ing the invest igat ion .   And I  mean,  I  

am not  sure we wi l l  get  to  what  happens in  the d isc ip l inary 20 

hear ing,  but  in  Major  General  Khan 's d isc ip l inary  hear ing 

you were cal led to test i fy  and there too you do not  ment ion 

anyth ing about  Khan 's presence .   And so,  i t  does make the  

quest ion whether  the s i lence is  del iberate g iven the many 

statements that  ment ion Major  General  Khan's presence.    
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LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  could not  p ick  up .   You say he d id not  

make what?  

ADV POOE :    I  am saying that  in  the docket  and in  the  

month in  Ju ly,  there are a number  of  s tatements that  make 

ment ion of  Major  General  Khan 's involvement ,  inc luding 

Major  General  Khan h imsel f .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    A l l  r ight .   

ADV POOE :    Then la ter,  i f  you look at  your  test imony in  the  

Khan d isc ip l inary  inqui ry,  there too you do not  ment ion 

Major  General  Khan 's involvement .   And so,  I  wonder  10 

whether  or  not  i t  is  indeed del iberate.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  cannot  be del iberate.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Advocate Pooe,  for  me,  and maybe I  

wi l l  d i f fe r  wi th  you here ,  looking at  Major  General  Khan's  

statement ,  he says he le f t  a  few minutes af te r  12 :00.   And i f  

I  remember correct ly,  Colonel ,  you said you arr ived at  the 

scene at  11:45.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Cor rect .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Somewhere there ,  and not  exact ,  and 

you say when you got  there ,  you d id not  see General  Khan.  20 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  d id  not  see h im.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    But  you cannot  d ispute that  he was 

there.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  cannot  d ispute i t .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And just  read ing h is statement ,  to  me,  
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a l l  General  Khan says is  that  he asked var ious people what  

they were doing there and he cal led thei r  superv isors.   I  do  

not  read anywhere in  General  Khan's statement  where he 

says he in teracted wi th the exhib i t s ,  he cal led  LCRC 

because I  would assume that  i f  somebody  is  in  charge of  

the scene,  they would then take responsib i l i t y  for  ca l l ing 

LCRC, cal l ing the  photographer,  g iv ing them inst ruct ions as  

far  as where to put  the exhib i ts ,  what  to  record and what  to  

photograph.    

 He says he was there and you cannot  d ispute he 10 

was there because he says he was there.   Many other  

people say he was there and he says he le f t  just  a f te r  

12:00.   But  I  agree wi th Commissioner Baloyi .   I  do  not  

know what  you were asked when you were asked to prepare 

your statement .    

 I t  leaves an uncomfor table fee l ing that  when you 

came here ,  you knew that  there is  th is  statement  because i t  

was g iven to you by Steyn,  and you were to ld by IPID that  

Khan was there.   People say he was there and you do not  

ment ion that  par t .   So ,  that  s t i l l  leaves a sense of  20 

d iscomfor t ,  but  I  wi l l  leave i t  a t  that .   But  to  be fa i r  to  you ,  

h is  account  of  when he ar r ived there and when he le f t ,  you 

know,  and he does not  say at  any stage he in terac ted wi th 

the re levant  exhib i ts  that  you were invest igat ing.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    And i t  is  fa i r,  Commissioner.  
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ADV KHUMALO SC :    And I  th ink  you must  accept  the  

cr i t i c ism.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  am accept ing.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    You must  accept  the cr i t ic ism .   But  

when you came here ,  you knew that  there was th is  

statement  and IPID had to ld you that  he was there.   So ,  you 

do not  have a good explanat ion fo r  why you d id  not  ment ion 

that  a l though I  d id  not  see h im ,  I  was to ld  at  some point  

that  he was there ,  and I  even saw a statement  g iven to me 

by Steyn.  10 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I  am t ry ing  to be neut ra l .   I  am not  

saying you are r ight .   I  am saying …[ intervenes] .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No,  I  th ink ,  Commissioner,  I  am taking  

the cr i t i c ism posi t ive ly that  th is  is  what  happened and i t  

should be looking st range to those who are get t ing th is  

in format ion.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    And the d iscomfor t  extends to you not  

ment ion ing.   I  mean ,  these are L ieutenant  General s at  the  

SAPS.   They are  Major  General s,  a l l  th ree of  them.   Major  20 

General  Kadwa,  Major  General  Lekalakala.   I f  they were 

presented at  the scene whi le  the scene was act ive and a l i ve  

and you say noth ing about  what  they d id,  what  the i r  ro le 

was,  what  inst ruct ions they gave ,  i t  makes us wonder 

whether  you are t ry ing to protect  them or  what .    
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ADV BALOYI SC :    Maybe a lso in  fa i rness to  you ,  I  should  

point  out  that  in  the var ious  –  in  the d isc ip l inary hear ing of  

General  Khan,  Magane,  Phakula  and someone e lse ,  they 

say that  Khan ins t ructed them to go and s i t  in  the bakkie ,  in  

the motor  vehic le ,  in  that  b lack motor  vehic le .   And you say 

in  your  statement  that  when you ar r ived there and you went 

to  speak to  the owner of  the bakkie ,  the person tha t  Ndou 

pointed out  as the person who was t ry ing to dr ive away,  he 

was in  fact  s i t t ing  in  the bakkie .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Cor rect .    10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    So,  you may wel l  have missed Khan.   

One should  not  perhaps at  th is  stage exclude that  

possib i l i ty  that  you may have missed ,  but  there is  s t i l l  the 

cr i t i c ism about  why you d id not  ment ion anyth ing about  h im.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Cor rect ,  Commissioner.    

ADV POOE :    Colonel ,  i f  we can then tu rn to  paragraph 22 ?  

And you are deal ing wi th the day af ter.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  Commissioner:  

“On Saturday 2021-07-10,  a day af ter  the  

ar rest  of  these four  people,  whi ls t  a t  20 

Booysens Pol ice  Stat ion,  busy tak ing  

f ingerpr in ts of  the arrested people 

together  wi th Warrant  Off i cer  Phume,  we 

were conf ronted by  Colonel  Sephungu.   I  

found out  that  he is  a t  Head Off ice  
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Detect ive and he said to  me,  in  fact  i t  is 

supposed to be to me,  there is  no charge 

of  at tempted the f t ,  so I  have ar rested 

those people for  noth ing. ”  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Do you mind just  increasing the  

volume?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Sorry:  

“ I  was so concerned about  th is  ut te rance ,  

I  then phoned Br igadier  Sekgobe la ,  my 

Provincia l  Commander,  and she advised 10 

me that  i f  he cont inue ,  I  must  report  h im 

formal ly.   I  then in formed Colonel  

Sephungu,  who was wi th a group of  

people,  that  I  wi l l  repor t ,  in  fac t ,  h is  

act ion ,  and he apologised.   On Monday 

2021-07-12,  whi ls t  a t  Booysens  Court  

t ry ing to p lace the docket  on the  ro l l ,  so 

to  say,  Colonel  Sephungu entered the  

Publ ic  Prosecutor 's  off ice and he to ld the 

Prosecutor,  who was busy read ing my 20 

docket ,  that  Sebola  d id not  want  to  take 

my statement  wi th regard to the inc ident ,  

and he said Phakula  in formed h im and he 

p laced h im on duty.   I  invest igated the 

re levancy of  what  he was te l l ing  me by 
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phoning Br igadier  Sekgobela  to  check 

wi th h is  Sephungu 's off i ce and the 

responder in  cour t  was that  he  is  on 

leave.   I  then le t  h im make that  s ta tement  

and at tached i t  to  the docket . ”  

ADV POOE :    Co lonel ,  what  d id  you make of  Colonel  

Sephungu 's conduct  wi th  these in teract ions wi th h im?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    In  fact ,  i t  was d isrupt ive.    

ADV POOE :    You considered i t  d is rupt ive?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.  10 

CHAIRPERSON :    More d i rect ly,  that  he was saying there 

was noth ing wrong that  Warrant  Off icer  Phakula  had done.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Sorry,  Commiss ioner?   

CHAIRPERSON :    More d i rect ly,  i s  i t  not  so that  he was 

basica l ly  saying  there was noth ing wrong that  Warrant  

Off icer  Phakula  had done?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.    

CHAIRPERSON :    He had g iven h im permission to go there.   

That  was the thrust  of  what  he was saying.   I  am not  saying 

that  was correct .    20 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am just  saying.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  just  want  to  say,  i f  indeed he gave 

Phakula  the permission to  go,  he should have not  s tar ted by  

saying you should  not  have arrested these people.   There is  
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noth ing l i ke at tempted thef t  because the only th ing that  you 

can expla in th is  i s  to  say they wanted to leave ,  bu t  that  is  

incomplete.    

 That  is  what  he is  te l l ing me.   That  is  incomplete.   

I f  he wanted to say i t  is  an at tempted thef t ,  i t  can not  be.   

Then that  ut te rance i tse l f  is  d isrupt ive.   But  instead of  h im 

to say I  on ly came here to assist  you,  Phakula  in formed me,  

can I  submit  a  statement  so that  maybe he can be c leared 

of  any wrongdoing.   Then I  th ink  that  approach and that  

d i rect ion would have assisted me,  i f  indeed the in tent ion 10 

was to do what  they d id.  

ADV POOE :    And then once you f ind out  that  Colonel  

Sephungu was on leave,  what  was the re levance of  that?  Is  

i t  that  he could not  have been granted permission?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Okay.   This was in  reference to check 

the procedure or  the protocol  o r  how do we operate in  the  

pol ice.   Once you are p laced on leave,  you do not  get  

yoursel f  involved in  anyth ing that  i s  happening in  the off i ce.   

That  is  why we have,  i t  i s  you,  i t  i s  your  second in  charge,  i t  

is  another  person.   20 

 The other  person who is  in  charge of  the off ice in  

your  absence,  he  is  the person that  should have a t  least  

say I  can conf i rm that  the member is  on leave.   But  th is  

ca l l ,  th is  th ing ind icates to me tha t  he was used as a cover -

up so that  th is  person is  the one that  can bai l  me out  of  



     14 MAY 2026 – DAY 108 

Page 168  o f  194  

 

 

th is .    

CHAIRPERSON :    So what  you are saying is  he shou ld have 

said to  Warrant  Off icer  Phakula ,  I  am on leave,  seek 

permission f rom so -and-so who is  act ing in  my posi t ion  

dur ing my absence.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct ,  Commissioner.    

ADV POOE :    And,  Colonel ,  we can move to paragraph 25.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :     

“At one stage,  when these members were 

st i l l  in  custody,  I  received a ca l l  f rom 10 

Major  General  Kadwa that…”  

Okay,  th is  was supposed to be Major  General  Khan.  

ADV POOE :    Okay.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Major  General ,  Commissioner,  is  th is  an 

omission:  

“Major  General  Khan is  request ing that  

we go to pr ison to in terv iew Phakula ,  

s ince he wants to  te l l  me something.   And 

I  went  to  pr ison wi th Warrant  Off icer  

Phume and Warrant  Off icer  . . . [ ind ist inct ]  20 

and I  asked Phakula  about  what  does he 

want  to  ta lk  to  me.   The only th ing…”   

I t  was supposed to be  –  typ ing er ror :  

“The only th ing Phakula  wanted to te l l  me 

was that  he is  work ing wi th General  
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Khan.   Those are  h is d rugs,  that  i s  what  

now Phakula  is  te l l ing me in  pr ison.   I  

then in formed h im that  he a l ready 

appeared,  the s tatement  who a l ready 

appeared,  the statement  we are,  in  fact ,  

i t  was supposed we were making wi l l  be 

inadmissib le.   I  checked wi th h im s ince 

he is  an invest igator  i f  he can br ing i t  to  

the at tent ion of  the Prosecutor,  but  he  

d id not  agree. ”  10 

In short  …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Are you suggest ing that  wi th in  SAPS 

statements are never supplemented?  A par t i cu la r  w i tness 's 

statement  is  never ever  supplemented?  Is  that  what  you 

are saying?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No,  no,  no.   Th is is  an accused person.   

He is  an ar rested person,  Commissioner.   In  h is  own 

statement ,  he stated …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  that  is  so,  that  is  so,  the so -cal led 

warning statement ,  cor rect?   20 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes.   So you are saying a  warning  

statement  i s  never ever  supplemented?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Why not?   
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LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  th ink when he wanted to te l l  me,  

because a l ready he said he is  engaging …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Why not?  Why is  a warning statement  

never supplemented?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Commissioner,  and…  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am not  saying i t  is ,  I  do not  know,  I  am 

not  a member of  SAPS.   I  want  to  understand f rom you why 

is  a warning statement  never ever  supplemented?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Commissioner,  when you take a warning 

statement ,  there are cer ta in ind ica t ions and that  you have 10 

to in te rv iew and warn h im against  incr iminat ing h imsel f .    

CHAIRPERSON :    You can s imply e i ther  remind them of  the 

warning you gave or  g ive a f resh warning and then 

supplement  the statement .   Why is  that  not  possib le?    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  fe l t  i t  was not  possib le,  Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Sorry?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  was my feel ing,  that  i t  would not  

be possib le fo r  me to obta in such .  

CHAIRPERSON :    You do not  know for  a fact?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  do not  know for  a fact .    20 

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.  

ADV POOE :    Colonel ,  d id  you mean inadmissib le  or  you 

meant  that  i t  would be cont radictory  or ?  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No,  I  was te l l ing h im that  that  which wi l l  

be te l l ing me may end up being inadmissib le in  cour t ,  and of  
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which I  th ink I  have ,  I  was just  responding to the 

Commissioner when I  was quest ion ed about ,  do you th ink 

there was not  be  an addi t ional  s ta tement  that  . . . [ ind ist inct ]  

…[intervenes] .   

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Do you mean i t  wi l l  be inadmissib le i f  

you repeat  i t?   I  do  not  understand what  you mean when 

you say …[intervenes] .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  I  was te l l ing h im that  that  which I  

wi l l  be tak ing f rom you,  i t  wi l l  be inadmissib le.  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I f  you say i t?    10 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No,  i f  I  am taking that  …[intervenes] .  

ADV KHUMALO SC :    I f  you take another  statement?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I f  I  am taking h im.   So the best  th ing,  

we must  f i rs t  engage the Publ ic  Prosecutor.   That  is  what  I  

am te l l ing you,  to  check.   So-and-so  is  coming up wi th  these 

new al legat ions.   Are you comfor table wi th me and you 

approaching to Prosecutor?  This is  me wi th Phakula .   Then 

he d id not  agree wi th that .   So I  ended up not  obta in ing 

such.    

ADV POOE :    Colonel ,  g iven the nature of  th is ,  whether  i t  is  20 

an admission or  new informat ion,  d id you not  f ind i t  p rudent  

to  invest igate what  he was saying  or  anyth ing?  Because i t  

seems l i ke a s igni f i cant  a l legat ion ,  unless you fe l t  

d i f ferent ly.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No,  i t  is  indeed a s igni f i cant  a l legat ion.  
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ADV POOE :    Yes.    

CHAIRPERSON :    Off  the top of  my head,  possib le 

rest r i c t ions might  be  those that  re late to  admissions and 

confessions,  fo r  example.   But  i f  he wants to  say these are  

General  Khan’s  o f  drugs,  not  mine,  so i t  is  not  as i f  he 

wanted to impl ica te h imsel f  or  anyth ing.   So I ,  o ff  the top of  

my head,  I  do not  know what  the impediment  would be.   I  

am not  saying they would  not  be.   As I  sa id,  I  am not  a 

SAPS member.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No,  but  you are  correct ,  Commiss ioner.    10 

CHAIRPERSON :    Ja.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  decis ion is  correct .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  yes,  Ms P ooe.  

ADV POOE :    And,  Colonel ,  here is  somebody you suspect  

to  have been involved,  g iv ing you what  i s  a lead,  and you 

d id not  f ind i t  important  to  fo l low up on i t  or  anyth ing?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  d id  not  get  tha t .    

ADV POOE :    So,  th is  i s  a person you have ar rested fo r  

being compl ic i t  in  the commission  of  th is  cr ime,  and he is  

g iven you a lead and saying th is  is  the person,  th is  is  the  20 

person,  the owner of  the drugs.   You d id not  f ind i t  prudent  

to  then invest igate what  he was saying?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    As the Invest igat ing Off i cer,  I  wi l l  have 

to take i t ,  but  wi th  caut ion,  Commissioner.   So,  one,  I  d id  

not  know what  the in tent ion,  whether  the in tent ion  was to 
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mis lead,  whether  the in tent ion was to mis lead me or  to  

assist .    

ADV POOE :    Yes,  hence the need to invest igate or  check i t  

out  o r  something.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    And that  is  why I  am agreeing that  that  

which you are saying,  indeed,  is  another  th ing that  needed 

an invest igat ion.   I  am agreeing.    

ADV POOE :    So,  d id you invest igate?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No.    

ADV POOE :    A l l  r ight .  10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    Can I  ask a  d i f ferent  quest ion about  

th is ,  that  you,  apart  f rom the fact  that  th is  a l legat ion now 

f rom Mr Phakula  very much fa l ls  wi th in your docket ,  

because remember you are deal ing wi th a  drug 

consignment ,  so i t  square ly fa l l s  w i th in your,  what  you are  

invest igat ing.    

 Apart  f rom that ,  I  want  to  ask a d i f ferent  quest ion.   

Here is  a member who in forms you or  a l leges to you that  

these drugs belong to General  Khan.   And by the  way,  when 

he test i f ied yesterday,  Warrant  Off icer  Phakula  says he d id  20 

say to General  Khan when they met ,  that  they say these 

drugs are yours.    

 So,  there is  that  k ind of  ta lk .   And he says i t  is  

corr idor  ta lk .   But  he says th is  to  you.   Do you not ,  and he 

says th is  about  a  General ,  a  leader in  the organisat ion,  d id  
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you report  i t  to  anybody?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  was sent  by General  Kadwa.   Then I  

brought  the in format ion back to h im  …[intervenes] .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    To Kadwa? 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    To Kadwa,  that  General ,  I  could not  

obta in Phakula 's  statement  because I  do not  know whether  

he is  misdi rect ing  me or  he is  assist ing me.   But  th is  is  the  

a l legat ion.   He is  saying those drugs belong to General  

Khan.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  so we must  ask General  Kadwa,  10 

what  d id you do about  th is  in fo rmat ion that  Colone l  Sebola  

shared wi th you?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  thank you.    

ADV POOE :    My apologies.   Colonel ,  you are then sent  

there by General  Kadwa,  who said that  i t  was General  Khan 

who is  request ing  that  you go there .   Am I  correct?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.  

ADV POOE :    And then th is  i s  –  then you are to ld of  the  

a l legat ions about  General  Khan 's involvement .   Then you go 20 

back and te l l  General  Kadwa.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Cor rect .  

ADV POOE :    And I  guess I  am t ry ing to understand,  he te l ls  

you that  th is  comes f rom General  Khan,  and then you re lay  

the in format ion r ight  back to the sender.    
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LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.    

ADV POOE :    Okay.   Then we can go to paragraph 26.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    26:  

“Thei r  case was enro l led and remanded 

for  fo rmal  bai l  hear ing,  which was 

granted a week af ter  the i r  re lease,  I  

received a ca l l  f rom …” …[ intervenes] .  

ADV POOE :    Sor ry,  Colonel .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Okay:  

“Thei r  case was enro l led and remanded 10 

for  fo rmal  bai l  hear ing,  which was 

granted.   In  a week af te r  the i r  re lease,  I  

received a ca l l  f rom IP ID.   I  cannot  

remember  the  cal le r,  but  he was 

request ing fo r  the copy of  the cr iminal  

docket .   I  d id  no t  agree to the request ,  

and I  in formed the cal le r  to  send the  

request  v ia  the Off ice of  the Provincia l  

Head. ”  

ADV POOE :    And just  for  c lar i t y,  you d id not  agree because 20 

the request  was sent  to  the wrong person,  o r  why d id you 

not  agree?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  cannot  agree for  anybody to just  say 

send me a copy o f  the docket .    

ADV POOE :    So i t  was not  done procedural ly?   
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LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  was not  done procedural l y.    

ADV POOE :    A l l  r ight .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :     

“The fo l lowing week,  I  received …” 

…[ intervenes] .  

ADV POOE :    No,  my apologies.   I  just  wanted to ask,  what  

d id you make of  the  IPID invest iga t ion?  Or the  fact  that  at  

that  s tage,  there was th is  invest iga t ion happening?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  d id  not  understand why do they want  

the copy of  the dockets of  drugs .   That ,  to  me,  the other  10 

reason why I  was saying le t  us off ic ia l ise th is ,  wr i te  an 

emai l  to  the off ice.   In  the emai l ,  I  th ink i t  wi l l  be deta i led.   

What  in format ion do they want  in  the docket?   

ADV POOE :    Colonel ,  I  was just  asking you about  what  d id 

you make of  IPID invest igat ing you at  th is  stage?  Not  

necessar i ly  the request  for  the docket .    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No,  that  was not  necessary for  them to 

. . . [ ind ist inct ]  because in  fact ,  they were not  te l l ing me that  

they are invest igat ing me.   They are saying we have been 

inst ructed,  we want  to  see the copy of  that  docket .    20 

ADV POOE :    Okay.   So at  th is  stage,  they had  not  in formed 

you of  the invest igat ion .   A l l  they were request ing a  copy of  

the docket?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    They were jus t  request ing that .   I  was 

not  in formed.    
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ADV POOE :    A l l  r ight .   Thank you,  Colonel .   You can go to 

paragraph 27.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :     

“The fo l lowing week,  I  received a ca l l  

f rom the Capta in  of  . . . [ ind ist inct ]  te l l ing 

me that  she wi l l  be request ing 

in format ion of  my cr iminal  case docket ,  

so that  they can cont inue wi th the 

departmenta l  invest igat ion against  

. . . [ ind ist inct ]  a nd I  advised her  to  come 10 

to the off ice to  assist  her.   I  received 

another  ca l l  f rom Head Off ice tha t  they 

have charged Phakula  in  te rms of  the 

expedi t ious process of  the d isc ip l inary 

hear ing. ”  

That  was the cal ler  now,  i f  I  remember,  i t  was Br igadier  

Kgopodi thata .   Ja .  

ADV POOE :    Maybe i f  you can read a lso 28,  and then I  wi l l  

ask you something.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Sorry?   20 

ADV POOE :    No,  I  was asking fo r  you to go a lso through 

paragraph 28.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Okay:  

“This then became a concern  to me,  that  

how can we have two members of  the 
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South Af r ican Po l ice who are a l leged to 

have commit ted the same offence,  then 

be charged d i f fe rent ly  in  te rms of  the 

same disc ip l inary  regulat ion.   I  s tar ted  

having that  concern to say,  now 

Zonkiz izwe . . . [ ind ist inct ]  is  request ing  

thei r  invest igat ion departmenta l ,  now 

Head Off ice  is  that ,  but  we are guided by 

the same disc ip l inary regulat ion.   That  is  

when I  sa id,  why can th is  invest igat ion  10 

not  happen at  the  same t ime? ”  

Because I  was …[ intervenes] .   

ADV POOE :    Was i t  not  because of  where they are 

stat ioned,  that  Off icer  Magane was stat ioned at  Zonkiz izwe,  

and Phakula  was there in  Province? 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Commissioner,  what  I  can remind th is 

Commissioner i s  that  we are a l l  gu ided by the same 

disc ip l inary code of  conduct ,  which  fa l ls  wi th in the ambi t  o f  

the Nat ional  Commissioner,  not  the Stat ion Commission.   

Whether  one is  at  the stat ion,  he cannot  charge in  terms of  20 

the stat ion d isc ip l inary regulat ion.   He must  be charged in  

terms of  the SAPS disc ip l inary regulat ion.  

 Therefore,  th is  accord ing to me says,  th is  one is  at  

Head Off ice ,  th is  one is  at  the sta t ion.   Stat ion fa l l s  wi th in  

the Provincia l  Commissioner,  who report  to  the Nat ional  
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Commissioner.   Then there was noth ing wrong for  them to 

be charged s imul taneously,  i f  Head Off i ce  saw i t  f i t  for 

Phakula  to  be  –  for  that  inc ident  to  be done in  terms of  the  

expedi t ious process.  

 Same would have appl ied to Magane.   That  is  my 

v iew,  but  even having looked a t  the same disc ip l inary 

regulat ion and in terpreted i t ,  i t  fa l ls  under the Nat ional  

Commissioner.   There was noth ing  wrong to be charged at  

once.  

ADV POOE :    So,  your  v iew is  that  they ought  to  have both 10 

been charged th rough Head Off ice  by v i r tue of  the Nat ional  

Commissioners '  powers to d isc ip l ine in  te rms of  the 

regulat ion? 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct .    

ADV POOE :    And so when you say,  I  am reading between 

the l ines of  your  answer that  what  was concern ing  to you 

was Zonkiz izwe 's approach.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Zonkiz izwe 's  approach,  I  could not  

agree wi th.   The seated here do not  even have thei r  

f ind ings,  because thei r  invest iga t ion emanated f rom the 20 

docket  that  I  am invest igat ing.   I  d id  not  see thei r  f ind ings,  

what  was the report  o r  the summary.  

ADV POOE :    And d id they cal l  you as a wi tness?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No.    

ADV POOE :    And when you advised the cal le r  that  they can 
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come to your off i ce to  assist ,  d id  they ever  do so?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  remember at  some stage making copy 

to them because they were ins is t ing on get t ing,  so I  had to 

make the copy o f  my own statement .   A lso,  bear in  mind ,  

Commissioners ,  that  the departmenta l  invest igat ion and 

cr iminal  invest iga t ion should be done separate ly.   So,  th is  i s  

the advice that  I  was g iv ing them.   

 You cannot  obta in the statement  that  is  in  the  

cr iminal  case and want  to  use i t .   And you have to be wi th 

me,  because what  we want  to  establ ish is  that  whether  the 10 

members cont ravened the pol ice regulat ions by  thei r  own 

act ion.  

ADV POOE :    A l l  r ight ,  Colonel ,  and we can move 

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  am not  sure I  get  your  point .   Sure ly i f  

there are statements a l ready,  tha t  helps the d isc ip l inary  

process to star t  somewhere.   They do not  need to re invent  

the wheel .   Even i f  they wi l l  then couch thei r  case in  

accordance wi th  what  the regulat ions provide,  the 

statements in  the  docket  wi l l  he lp them wi th the i r  s ta r t .   So,  20 

I  do not  see the problem that  you appear to  be a l lud ing to.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No,  there is  no  problem,  Commissioner.   

Wi th my statement ,  because what  they have to do,  th is  

statement  when i t  was made,  i t  was made for  the cr iminal  

case.  
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CHAIRPERSON :    I  get  that ,  yes.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Then there is  that  provis ion that  they 

must  a lso,  they must  in terv iew me,  that  is  th is  in  l ine wi th 

what  happened.   Then at  the end of  that  s tatement ,  they 

must  conf i rm that  th is  i s  because I  wi l l  be making a copy.  

CHAIRPERSON :    You seem to be making an issue of  the 

fact  that  they asked fo r  the sta tements that  had been 

prepared fo r  the cr iminal  process.   And that  is  what  I  d id  not  

qui te  fo l low or  d id  not  qui te  get .    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No,  they were looking for  the  10 

statements.   That  is  what  I  am saying.   There are cer ta in  

statements that  a re not  re levant  to  them.   

CHAIRPERSON :    A l l  r ight ,  okay,  le t  us not  belabour i t .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Thanks,  Commissioner.    

ADV POOE :    Colonel ,  you can move to paragraph 29.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :     

“There was a t ime when me and the 

analyst  on the cel l  phone were made to  

do presentat ion on th is  case docket  to  

d i f ferent  Provinc ia l  Heads.   I t  was 20 

supposed to end wi th d i f ferent  Provincia l  

Heads.   I  was in formed the purpose was 

to sensi t ise the  Provincia l  Head and 

Provincia l  Commanders about  the new 

t rends refer r ing to how these drugs came 
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in to be,  what  happened to be in  the 

count ry. ”  

In  fact ,  our  main presentat ion was to just  in form Provincia l  

Commanders and Provincia l  Heads that  there is  th is  new 

t rend i f  you are not  aware.   And now they are using th is  

mode of  t ranspor t  to  br ing these drugs in to the count ry.   

That  was the purpose of  the presentat ion,  Commissioners.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Just  out  of  in te rest .   I f  a t  th is  stage th is  

is  a new t rend,  th is  way of  t ransport ing or  import ing drugs,  

before that ,  what  was the normal ,  the regular  –  no,  not  10 

regular.   I t  is  not  regular.   How did they import  the  people  

that  a re behind these?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    The reason why I  am sta t ing th is  

…[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    In  bulk,  that  i s  in  bulk.   Because the  drug 

mule method,  I  am sure i t  does he not  help  wi th bulk 

importat ion.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.   In  fact ,  Commissioner,  I  am saying  

when there were d i f f icu l t ies to  br ing the drugs in  the 

count ry,  there were some that  wi l l  enter  through the land 20 

por t  o f  ent r ies.   They wi l l  e i ther  be coming through 

Mozambique,  through . . . [ ind ist inct ]  Br idge .   Then because 

we are now f ind ing th is  to  be now happening,  i t  seems they 

have establ ished a new way.   Then we have to sensi t i se  

members,  even those of  the CI  that  were not  aware.   They 
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were par t ,  because they have to be  par t  and get  to  know 

these new t rends.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Thanks.   Thanks,  Commissioner.    

ADV POOE :    Colonel ,  d id  the presentat ion inc lude the ro le  

of  law enforcement ,  g iven that  in  th is  case in  par t icu la r  the  

involvement  of  law enforcement  was rather  s ign i f icant?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Okay,  Commissioner,  I  wi l l  say  th is  

came into being af ter  we have real ised that .   There were  

t imes when we had drug h i jackings.   Then,  back then,  we 10 

then real ised that  that  was not  necessar i l y  meant  to  take or  

to  steal  the real  consignment .   The drug h i jacking that  we 

establ ished then,  because our  Pres ident  sa id,  we remember  

th is  year,  or  on th is  year,  we found th is  drug being h i jacked,  

but  noth ing on i t ,  none of  the consignment  was sto len.  

 Then when we invest igate fur ther,  we found that  

there were th ings  that  were taken,  that  were removed f rom 

those drugs,  which,  accord ing to my own observat ion and 

others,  because I  am not  a l one to say,  okay,  some of  these 

drug h i jacking are not  necessar i l y  meant  to  take the drug.   20 

They are just  h i jacked main ly to  remove what  they wanted  

there.    

 Then once they are done,  we wi l l  f ind the drug back 

on the road,  going to where i t  is  supposed to be,  noth ing 

being sto len.   That  is  the t rend that  used to happen.   That  is  
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why we were forced to say le t  us do th is  type of  

presentat ion so that  on whatever cr ime that  is  happening,  

where  you f ind real  i tems not  being sto len,  then we were 

checking,  what  was the in tent ion o f  th is  h i jacking?  That  is  

the real  purpose of  th is  presentat ion.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    I  th ink the quest ion f rom Ms Pooe was 

more that  whether  the t rends,  the new t rends that  you were 

p ick ing up and you were making a presentat ion,  d id that  

inc lude the compl ic i ty  of  po l i ce off icers or  law enforcement  

off icers?   10 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct .  

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay,  thanks.  

ADV POOE :    Colonel ,  even in  the pseudo -hi jackings where  

stuff  i s  removed,  d id that  t rend a lso p ick up involvement  of  

law enforcement  in  that?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Cor rect .    

ADV POOE :    Then you can then proceed to paragraph 30.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Sorry,  sorry.  

ADV POOE :    No,  no worr ies Colonel .   We are near ly  there.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Can I  go to?   20 

ADV POOE :    Paragraph 30.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :     

“During th is  invest igat ion,  I  was receiv ing 

cal l s  f rom pol ice off icers …”  

CHAIRPERSON :    Colonel ,  p lease speak up.    
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LT-COL SEBOLA :    Sorry,  sorry.  

CHAIRPERSON :    I  know i t  is  la te in  the day.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Sorry,  Commiss ioners:  

“During th is  invest igat ion,  I  was receiv ing 

cal l s  f rom pol ice off icers who volunteered 

to submit  s tatements,  and amongst  the  

cal lers was L ieutenant  Colonel  Malu leke  

of  TOMS, who was one of  the  pol ice  

off icers on the  scene,  and Warrant  

Off icer  Phakula  f rom K9 Pretor ia ,  to ld 10 

Malu leke that  I  understand you were 

ta lk ing to Mashaba over th is ,  so I  be l ieve 

your statement  wi l l  assist .   Then he said  

i t  seems you want  to  arrest  me.   Warrant  

Off icer  Phakula  of  K9 Pretor ia  in formed 

h im that ,  because h im and the ar rested 

are shar ing the surname,  and fur ther  that  

there is  a Booysens K9 next  door,  he 

must  have enough reasons,  other  than 

that  of  defeat ing,  then he can submit  the 20 

statement .   A l l  these members submit ted 

thei r  s tatement  to  the Defence At to rneys,  

and they were used as in  the 

representat ion request ing fo r  the case to 

be removed f rom the court  ro l l .   The 
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invest igat ion was completed and the  

mat ter  was set  down for  t r ia l ,  and 

Advocate Col in  R iaan [?]  consul ted wi th 

wi tnesses,  and the in format ion I  received 

was that  some of  the wi tnesses are 

becoming host i le ,  par t i cu lar ly  Jo lene 

Wentzel .   As a resul t  o f  th is ,  the  mat ter  

was removed f rom the court ,  and fur ther  

referred to  the DPP for  decis ion .   That  

was the last  t ime I  had a  contact ,  or  I  10 

in teracted wi th my Advocate,  because i t  

was sent  there ,  then I  le f t . ”  

ADV POOE :    Colonel ,  just  …[ intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    You were k icked upsta i rs .   Do not  mind 

me.  

ADV POOE :    You were promoted.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  I  was promoted.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    And taken off  the case as a resul t .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes,  Commissioner.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Thank you.    20 

ADV KHUMALO SC :    We are a lmost  there.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    But  i t  is  one f l ight  more,  i t  is  not  mine.    

ADV KHUMALO SC :    Okay.  

ADV POOE :    Colonel ,  you ment ioned that  there were other  

pol i ce off i cers who offered to do these statements,  inc luding  
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Malu leke and Phakula .   Did you at tempt  to  go get  the 

statements f rom them?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    S ince my in teract ion wi th them was to 

say,  I  wi l l  s ta r t  wi th  Malu leke.   Malu leke,  my understanding,  

because I  in formed h im,  you were a t  the scene.   Now,  la ter,  

you want  to  make a statement .   What  d i rect ion do you want  

to  take me to?  Then he said he was having in format ion.  

 Then I  sa id that  morning,  you must  remember,  that  

morning Mashaba cal led you.   Before you g ive  me a  

statement ,  because i t  seems you and Mashaba know each 10 

other,  you wi l l  have to expla in yoursel f  the re lat ionship wi th 

Mashaba.   He could not  come and make that  s tatement .   I  

was conf ronted wi th the statement  when I  see i t  in  the 

bundle of  the Defence At to rney.    

 Wi th Phakula,  Commissioners ,  before I  sa id,  yes,  I  

understand you want  to  make a statement ,  but  you must  

make sure you do not  come alone.   You come wi th your 

Commander.   You make a statement ,  your  Commander  in  

room, he make a  statement  that  indeed he is  the one that  

sent  you there.   Because there is  cer ta in areas that  you 20 

need to expla in.  

 We have got  K9 here in  Booysens.   What  i s  so  

specia l  wi th  the  K9 of  Pretor ia?  And again,  do not  forget ,  

you and that  other  Phakula ,  you are shar ing the surname,  I  

do not  know how you re late.   You must  be carefu l .   When 
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you make statement ,  you must  not  make statement  wi th the  

in tent ion to dera i l  me f rom invest igat ing th is  people.   He 

could not  submit  a  statement  to  me.   I  was conf ronted wi th 

a statement  by the Defence.  

CHAIRPERSON :    You are referr ing  to being conf ronted wi th  

a statement  f rom the Defence fo r  the second t ime.   Was th is  

in  the context  of  the representat ions  …[intervenes] .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No,  they came as a bundle ,   

Commissioner.    

CHAIRPERSON :    No,  no,  I  have not  asked my quest ion.   10 

My quest ion is ,  was th is  in  the context  of  the 

representat ions that  were being made to the NDPP?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    That  is  correct .    

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you.    

ADV POOE :    Colonel ,  you do not  th ink thei r  re luctance 

u l t imate ly stemmed f rom what  your  response was,  which is ,  

do not  g ive me a  statement  i f  you are going to dera i l ?   I t  

sounds l i ke you had your mind made up.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    No,  I  do not  say do not  g ive me a 

statement .    20 

ADV POOE :    No,  I  …[ intervenes] .   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Come and g ive me a statement ,  but  you 

must  f i rs t  bear in  mind you have to address these areas.   

The areas of  my concern ,  I  am the  IO,  I  have to get  a c lear 

statement  that  w i l l  say  –  because I  am saying to you,  
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Phakula ,  I  d id  not  see you at  that  scene.  

 Now you are te l l ing me over the  phone that  you 

were at  the scene.   What  car  were you dr iv ing?  He said a 

marked pol ice vehic le.   But  I  d id  not  see i t .   Only the 

marked pol ice  vehic le that  were ident i f iab le on the day was 

the one dr iven by Capta in Optoff  and the one dr iven by  

Ndou and h is c rew.  

 So when you wi l l  be making statement  to  me,  you 

must  take note of  that .   And again,  do not  come alone.   

Come wi th your  Commander.   You together,  I  wi l l  get  10 

somebody to obta in your statements.   That  was then.    

ADV POOE :    I  suppose my point  would be that  you have 

said in  test imony that  there are th ings that  you missed at  

the scene and people you d id not  see at  the scene.   So,  i t  is  

very possib le tha t  you d id not  see them.  I  am wonder ing  

why you c losed your mind to them giv ing the statement ,  that  

those precursors  sound d issuasive.   You are saying,  I  d id  

not  see you.   What  were you dr iv ing?  As i f  your  mind is  

c losed.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    My mind is  c losed?  I  d id  not?  20 

ADV POOE :    You are saying to them I  d id not  see you at  

the scene.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Yes.  

ADV POOE :    You are  saying to  them, what  were you 

dr iv ing?  A marked car.   You say,  these are the only  marked 
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cars I  saw.   But  you yoursel f  are a l ive to  the fact ,  a t  least  in  

th is  test imony,  you have said that  there are th ings that  you 

missed and people that  you may have missed.   So,  i t  is  very 

possib le that  you may have missed them.  But  in  making 

those precursors ,  i t  sounds d issuasive.   As i f  you are  

c losed,  your  mind is  c losed to them giv ing a statement  

because you have precluded.   You have a l ready decided 

that  they were not  there.    

LT-COL SEBOLA :    In  fact ,  I  can state that  people in  

uni form are  easi l y  ident i f iab le.   More especia l l y  when he is 10 

saying,  I  am f rom K9.   My expectat ion is ,  members of  K9,  

when we get  in to  that ,  there is  no other  vehic le that  can 

dr ive or  that  is  used to t ransport  that  pol i ce dog other  than 

that  marked vehic le.    

 So,  yes,  i f  he can come and say I  was not  dressed 

up in  uni form,  I  was not  d r iv ing a marked pol ice  vehic le,  

then possib i l i t ies are I  might  not  have seen h im.  

ADV POOE :    Thank you,  Colonel .   Now,  in  re lat ion  to the 

invest igat ion being completed and the mat ter  be ing set  

down,  you say you received in format ion that  some 20 

wi tnesses have become host i le ,  par t icu lar ly  Ms Wen tzel .   

Do you have a sense of  why that  would be?  Why was that  

so?  How could that  have happened?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Because th is  mat ter  is  now becoming 

very much concern ing to me .  
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ADV POOE :    Yes.  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  had to do my own checks.   Ch eck wi th 

the analyst  to  see is  i t  maybe something that  was missed in  

that  communicat ion chat .   Then what  came into my mind is  

that  I  p icked up that  at  one stage,  on the 8 t h  o f  that  Ju ly,  

Mashaba cal led someone who was work ing in  that  company.   

So,  now my suspic ion was,  what  i f  that  one is  my wi tness?   

 That  was just  my own assumpt ion because that  was 

even at  the t ime that  I  was leaving  the  docket ,  then I  could 

not  persuade i t  fur ther  to  say,  can we fu r ther  check any 10 

communicat ion or  scrut in ise those communicat ions of  

Mashaba to say who is  th is  other  person that  we 

communicated w i th ear l ie r  on who is  work ing  in  that  

company?   

ADV BALOYI SC :    And th is  ca l l  was on Chief  Mashaba 's  

phone?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I t  was on Chief  Mashaba's phone.    

ADV BALOYI SC :    Okay.  

ADV POOE :    So when you le f t  the invest igat ion,  d id you 

h ighl ight  th is  to  the next  invest igator  to  pursue?   20 

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  kept  in  contact  wi th  –  because Colonel  

Jacobs,  he was promoted at  the same t ime wi th me.   He had 

to come and took over  SANEB.  Then I  had to leave and 

took over  SANEB somewhere.   So ,  wi th  h im we d id not  

engage,  but  I  was only contact ing the analyst  to  say only in  
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your  spare t ime,  we can check i f  maybe you have t racks of  

any communicat ion between Mashaba and Jolene or  

somebody there.   You must  h ighl igh t  i t .    

ADV POOE :    And do you know i f  th is  was ever  done?   

LT-COL SEBOLA :    I  cannot  conf i rm because what  I  was 

in formed,  the la test  developments are at  least  d i rec t ing the  

docket  somewhere.    

ADV POOE :    Or perhaps you do not  want  to  say because i t  

is  the subject .  

LT-COL SEBOLA :    Ja,  because now i t  is  the sub ject  of  10 

invest igat ion,  but  i t  seems there is  d i rect ion.    

ADV POOE :    Then we are done wi th the statement ,  but  

there is  a few more th ings I  want  to  touch on.   The f i rs t  is ,  i f  

we can …[intervenes] .  

CHAIRPERSON :    Can we take a short ,  shor t  ad journment?  

We wi l l  ind icate when we are ready to come back.   Let  us  

adjourn.  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

INQUIRY RESUMES 

CHAIRPERSON :    Yes,  Ms Pooe.    20 

ADV POOE :    Chai r,  I  s t i l l  have a  few more topics  to  get  

through,  inc luding  two reports that  were done by the  DPP as 

wel l  as IPID,  and I  cannot  commit  to  doing so wi th in a short  

space of  t ime.   So,  I  am going to request  a stand down for  

the wi tness to re turn when we cont inue deal ing wi th th is  
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s t ream.   

CHAIRPERSON :    Thank you,  Ms Pooe.   Colonel ,  you are 

not  excused.   The resumpt ion of  the hear ing of  your  

test imony wi l l  be on a date to  be determined.   

Communicat ion wi l l  be made wi th you.   The Evidence 

Leaders wi l l  see whether  they want  to  issue a subpoena or  

make whatever arrangement  they want  to  make wi th you.   

So,  no date,  but  you are not  excused.   You wi l l  come back 

to f ina l i se your test imony.   Thank you.   Let  us adjourn and 

resume at  07:30 tomorrow.    10 

ADV BALOYI SC :    09:30.  

CHAIRPERSON :    Oh,  God.   I t  is  the la teness of  the hour.   

09:30 tomorrow.  

INQUIRY POSTPONED TO 15 MAY 2026  

INQUIRY ADJOURNS 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  
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